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Supt. Harmon is one of the youngest and one of the most

active of the county superintendents in the State. He was

born in the Dutch Fork of Lexington county, May 2, 1890.

His elementary education was received at the Magnolia and

the St. Michael's schools, neighborhood schools near his

father's home. Leaving the neighborhood schools he entered

the Lexington high school where he was prepared for college.

He entered Newberry College at the age of fifteen and grad

uated in 1908 at the age of eighteen. The session following

his graduation Mr. Harmon taught the Newberg school. Two

years following this he taught the St. John's school in the

Dutch Fork. From the St. John's he went to the Pelion

school, where he was principal one year. The vacation fol

lowing the year at Pelion he entered the Democratic primary

and was nominated for county superintendent of education.

Mr. Harmon's administration as county superintendent of

education has been marked by intelligence, industry, and .

splendid accomplishments.
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Public Schools of Lexington

County

Reason For Survey.

For the first time in the history of the State Department

of education, the Department decided to undertake the past

session a school survey of one of the counties of the State.

This was done with the expectation and in the hope that the

centralization of effort on school improvement in one county

would prove of more value than the distribution of the same

amount of effort to several sections of the State. It is the

hope of the Department of Education that not only will

school progress in the county chosen for the survey be ac

celerated but that the distribution of the report of the survey

over the State may stimulate other counties to greater ac

tivity.

Lexington county was selected by the Department for this

survey because of many considerations. First of all. Lex

ington is near the capital, the Department headquarters. As

it is in the center of the State, any helpful school develop

ment there as a result of the survey would be readily ob

served.

Lexington A County op White People.

In addition to this, Lexington is one of the richest coun

ties in the State in natural resources and there are con

ditions in the county which make the development of these

resources easier than it would be in some other counties.

Notwithstanding the fact that Lexington is in a section of

the State where negroes considerably outnumber the whites,

such is not the case in Lexington. In the seven counties ad

joining Lexington, according to the 1910 census, the negro

population averages 63.4 per cent. of the total population,

and the lowest per cent. of negro population in any one of the



seven counties is that of Saluda, 53.4. Whereas the per

cent. of negro population in Lexington county is only 36.3.

In the State as a whole the negroes make 55.2 per cent. of

the total population. Only six counties in the State have a

smaller percentage of negroes than Lexington, and these are

the upper Piedmont counties with the exception of Horry.

Pickens county with a percentage of 21.4 is the lowest in

negro population in the State. Generally speaking, there

fore, Lexington is a white county, and this fact should and

does make the development of natural resources easier than

in some other counties.

Land Owning Farmers.

Lexington is a favored county agriculturally in that it

is largely a county of land-owning farmers. According to

the figures of the 1910 census, in the State at large there

were 64,350 land-owning farmers and 111,221 tenant farm

ers. Whereas in Lexington county there were 2,499 land

owning farmers and 1,979 tenant farmers. Expressed in

percentage, in the State at large 36.6 per cent. of the farmers

own the land on which they labor, while in Lexington 55.8

per cent, own the land. Lexington is one of only eight coun

ties in the State where the land-owning farmers outnumber

the tenant farmers. In all lines of development we have

come to recognize that the conditions of tenantry constitute

one of our greatest problems. Lexington «ounty, therefore,

is a place where this condition is least troublesome.

Diversified Farming.

The figures of the 1910 census disclose another wholesome

agricultural condition. In recent years the farmers of the

State have heard much about diversification of crops and

they have had insistent warnings against the one crop sys

tem. Corn and cotton are our great crops. The figures re

ferred to give the State corn acreage as 1,565,832 and the

cotton acreage as 2,556,467, while in Lexington county the

figures are respectively 48,830 and 46,337, making the cotton

acreage less than the corn acreage. Moreover, according

to the same figures one-twelfth of the State's wheat acreage

was in Lexington county. These figures are at least a par

8



tial explanation of the thrift, financial independence, and

general contentment which the Lexington farmer is reputed

to possess.

Rich Agricultural Resources.

Considering the geographical location in the State, the

per cent. of land area in farms in Lexington is surprising.

In the State at large the per cent. of land area in farms is

69.2, while in Lexington it is 84.7. Only nine counties have

a larger per cent. than Lexington, and these are thickly set

tled Piedmont counties where there are no swamp lands.

In the proportion of improved farm lands, however, Lex

ington is behind. The per cent. of improved farm lands in

the State at large is 45.1, while in Lexington it is 35.1.

Thirty-five counties have a higher per cent. of improved

farm land than Lexington. Since the figures for the 1910

census were gathered these percentage figures have doubt

less been considerably increased and it is likely that they have

been increased nowhere in the State more than in Lexington.

Lexington is distinctively an agricultural county. Her

close proximity to Columbia is responsible for the location of

much corporation wealth in Columbia that would naturally

have gone to Lexington had she been farther away from

a center of such wealth. Much of Columbia's wealth and

prosperity have come from the people of Lexington county.

As a result there are no large towns in the county. The

largest contained in the 1910 census numbers less than 2,000

inhabitants.

It is, therefore, the utilization of Lexington's agricultural

resources to which the people of the county should give and

are giving their attention. With an area of 800 square miles

and 84.7 per cent. of that opened to cultivation in 1910 and

only 35.1 per cent. of that in improved land there is a

wealth in agriculture in the county that the people have hard

ly begun to realize.

There is, besides, almost every variety of soil in Lexing

ton. There are the rich rolling hills in the northern part of

the county that are characteristic of the Piedmont section

of the State. Below these and through the middle portion is

the noted ridge section, known in geographies as "the fall
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line." In the southern part of the county are found sandy

plains.

A considerable portion of the sandy southeastern section

is not fertile soil and is made productive at considerable cost

in fertilization. In several instances this sandy soil has been

built up and is producing splendid crops year by year. In

the southwestern section of the county, where there is a

clay subsoil underneath the sand, are found splendid farm

ing lands. Throughout the ridge section and the hills of the

northern portion magnificent crops are grown at compara

tively low cost of fertilization.

Improved Roads.

One of the obstacles to the development of. the resources

of Lexington has been the heavy roads. In recent years,

however, the people have made considerable improvement in

the county roads. Miles of cross-county sand-clay roads

have been built. The National Highway crossing the county

from east to west is a magnificent road. There is perhaps

equally as good road traversing the county from north to

south. Besides these two main roads there are other sand-

clay roads crossing the upper section and the lower section

of the county. The presence of both sand and clay in most

sections of the county makes possible each year considerable

increase in improved roads, and if the progress of the past

few years in road construction is maintained Lexington will

soon be behind no county in the State in good roads' mile

age.

Intelligence and Industrial Development.

All material development waits on the intelligence of the

people. Without exception, the counties in the State that

are known for their improved farming methods and for their

general industrial development are foremost counties in

school progress. What Lexington county is to be industrially

and socially fifteen and twenty years from this time depends

upon the amount and the kind of instruction that the chil

dren of the county are now receiving in the public schools.

An informed and industrious citizenship made from the

children now in school will utilize to the fullest the resources
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of Lexington county and will make Lexington one of the

greatest counties to be found anywhere.

It is to analyze the present school conditions—to note

the good, to find out the deficient, to discover, if possible, the

way to improvement—that this survey was made with the

expectation that better schools would develop the boys and

girls into better manhood and womanhood. These men and

women in turn would make the most of the rich resources

lying about them. This is the purpose of the public school.

^School Revenue.

The public school revenue of Lexington county is $80,-

558.18, made up as follows: balance brought forward

$7,210.81, poll tax $5,979.00, three-mill tax $16,838.35, dog

tax $2,088.50, special tax $12,894.21, State appropriations

$12,363.97, from county appropriations $5,026.00; from all

other sources $18,157.34. When the size of the county and

the large public school enrollment are considered, the total

revenue is small. This is partially accounted for in the state

ment that there is a disproportionate share of corporation

wealth in Lexington, the railroads being almost the sole

source of this kind of revenue. Again, the special taxes do

not yield as large a sum as they ought. In twenty-nine coun

ties of the State, according to the 1915 report of the State

Superintendent of Education, the special taxes yielded a

larger school revenue than the three-mill tax, and in many

counties the sum from this course was far in excess of the

three-mill tax. Because of the large white enrollment in the

county and the comparatively small total revenue, the per

capita white expenditure the past year was $11.67, which is

far below the average for the State. The State's per capita

expenditure in 1915 was $16.22, whereas the same year in

Lexington it was $9.62, the forty-second county in rank.

Schools and Enrollment.

There were in the county the past session seventy-nine

white schools with an enrollment of 5,846 and an average

attendance of 3,988. Of these schools, fifty were one-teacher ;

twenty, two-teacher; three were three-teacher; and six had

more than three teachers. The average number of pupils to
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the school was seventy-four. On the basis of State appro

priations, there were the past session in the county six high

schools—Batesburg, Brookland, Chapin, Leesville, Lexington,

and Swansea ; three three-teacher rural graded schools—

Halfway, Irmo, and Macks; and five two-teacher rural

graded schools—Calvary, Congaree, Oak Grove, Pelion, and

Pond Branch. The fifteen two-teacher schools that did not

receive rural graded school aid could not comply with the

Rural Graded School Law, for the most part on account of

insufficient special tax.

Teachers and Teachers' Salaries.

There were 141 white teachers in the county—55 men and

86 women. Of this number 134 had first grade certificates,

7 second grade certificates, and none had third grade certifi

cates. The average number of pupils to each teacher was 41,

which is again higher than the State average. The average

salary paid the teachers, both sexes, was $333.37, which is

considerably below the State average. The average for the

State in 1915 was $383.39, and as this average in the State

has been regularly increasing the difference between the

State's average and Lexington's for 1916 will likely be main

tained. Owing to the low school revenue, which has been ac

counted for, the small average salary was to be expected.

School Session.

The school session in Lexington is short. The average

session in the town schools the past year was 160 days, in

country schools 115 days, and in both town and country the

session was 121 days. The same figures for the State a year

ago were 169, 128, and 133. As the session for the State is

being increased each year by several days, it is seen that the

school session in Lexington is considerably shorter than the

State average and shorter than the people of the county

ought long to permit. Not less than a seven-month term for

every school is the standard set by the State Department of

Education.
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One-Teacher Schools.

The one-teacher school problem is not a great one in Lex

ington from the standpoint of school consolidation. The

number of one-teacher schools is entirely too large for the

proper education of the children of the county and larger by

far than the needs of the county justify; but in most in

stances the need is for an additional teacher in the same

school. If all the present one-teacher schools were provided

with sufficient teachers, there would be very few one-teacher

schools in the county and few consolidations would be justi

fied. In the entire county there are only six schools where

consolidation would be advisable.

School Buildings.

In the matter of modern school buildings Lexington has

made considerable progress in the past few years. Five of

the six State aided high schools have well arranged brick

buildings conforming to modern requirements as to lighting

and classroom appointments. The other State aided high

school, Swansea, has voted bonds for a modern brick build

ing which will be completed at an early date.

In the country sections of the county there are twelve

modern, frame buildings. There are twenty-nine buildings

that are substantially constructed and fairly well finished,

but they do not conform to modern requirements of school

room construction. Many of them are buildings that could

be modernized and added to so as to make them entirely sat

isfactory for school and community purposes.
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There are thirty-one buildings that should be classed as

poor. None of them accommodate well the school and these

could not be used for community purposes. Many of them

are roughly constructed and there is no way by which they

could be modernized or added to with economy and then

give the children and the community the kind of house that

they could be proud of.

For the most part these buildings that are classed as poor

and some that could be modernized are of the traditional

"car-box" type and greatly resemble one another. Windows

are usually found in all four walls, certainly in the opposite

sides and in one end. The door is at one end of the building

and frequently a large fire place at the other. Some have

had the heating conditions improved with provision for a

wood heater in the middle of the schoolroom.

Teaching.

Some excellent school teaching is being done in Lexington

county. In nearly every instance where a modern building

has been erected the teacher, or the teachers, are well pre

pared and are rendering good service. In the old type of

school building, especially in the one-teacher schools, v are

found to a great extent two types of teachers, the young girl

or young man with little experience and the elderly man

teacher who has given a large portion of a lifetime to his

county in this kind of service.

Of the young class of teachers, some of them are recent

graduates of colleges; most of them, however, are immature

young women and a few young men who have gone into the

schoolroom from some of the county's high schools or from

the neighborhood country school. Many of these teachers are

doing splendid work for their opportunities. Many others

are lacking in the technique of teaching and are securing poor

results.

The reason for there not being a larger number of well

prepared teachers in the county is the low average salary

and short school term as compared with some other counties

in the State. The well prepared teachers usually secure the

positions that pay best and afford the longest term. The

location of one of the teacher-training courses in the Lexing
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ton town high school will greatly help the teacher situation

in the county. Due to the salary and the term Lexington em

ploys very largely home teachers, eighty per cent. being the

proportion. With the opportunities of training for this ser

vice provided in the county at slight cost, the young men and

women who expect to teach will take advantage of it, and

the character of the work done in many schools of the

county will show the effects of such a training course after a

single year of its establishment.

On account of a lack of school funds and of teachers

equipped for that kind of work very little industrial teaching

has been introduced in the schools of Lexington county. In

practically all the schools the old traditional curriculum is

adhered to without modification.

County School Needs.

The one great need of the Lexington county schools as a

whole is manifestly more school revenue. The inadequacy m

funds, as has been pointed out, is due largely to the fact that

as Lexington is situated close to Columbia much of the

town and corporation building that would have come natural

ly to Lexington has gone to Columbia. The shortage is due

next to a failure of the people to vote special taxes as some

counties have done.

Other needs that have grown out of the scarcity of school

funds are a longer school term, more buildings of the new

type that is found in many places in the county, more school

equipment, and a larger salary for the teachers. It is un

fortunate that our laws are such as to permit of so great

county disparities in school revenue and so unequal oppor

tunities to boys and girls. But this is also one of the State's

problems, and it is the burden of every county first to dis

cover its greatest school needs and then to do its utmost to

relieve them, at the same time securing whatever benefits

the State offers in school improvement.

In recent years the State by legislative appropriation has

greatly helped needy school districts and Lexington county

has been much benefited by the funds. The county needs to

secure more of them. Based as they are on local self-help,

the amount that any county receives is determined largely



by the willingness of the people to vote their own money to

their own schools so as to comply with the laws for the dis

tribution of the State's funds.

In this way the State school building law can be used to

secure more new buildings and equipment for them. The

Term Extension Act and the Rural Graded School Act can

be used to secure funds from the State with which to length

en the school term and pay teachers' salaries. Many dis

tricts in the county have profited by all three of these Acts.

But districts where there are no special taxes, and there are

yet 19 of them, ought to vote them at once so as to receive

State i aid in one form or another. Other districts, 30 in

number, that already have a special tax ought in some in

stances to increase their tax slightly so as to comply with

conditions of another law that would secure for the districts

a larger amount of State aid. Such use of the State appro

priations would considerably increase the general school

revenue of the county and would give considerable relief to

some of the county's greatest school needs.

After this discussion of the general school situation in

the county attention will now be given to the individual

schools. To secure the facts in regard to each the State

Supervisor of Rural Schools visited in company with the

county superintendent of education every school in the

county with the exception of a few of the State aided high

schools. These were not visited by the State Supervisor for

the reason that any information needed for this survey in

regard to the high schools could be secured from the State

High School Inspector.

Owing to engagements previously made by the State

Supervisor of Rural Schools in other parts of the State and

sometimes to pressing office duties of the county superin

tendent of education the visits to the schools could not be

made continuously week after week until all the schools had

been reached. The visitation, however, was begun January

25th, and completed March 14th. Altogether fourteen en

tire days were consumed, traveling being done with automo

bile.

On arriving at a school the State Supervisor began at

once to make note of the character and condition of the
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schoolhouse and the general equipment for successful school

work. The attitude of the pupils toward the teacher and work

was discovered and the teacher's methods of teaching and ap

parent daily preparation observed. Only the necessary time

to allow the State Supervisor to secure a clear impression

as to these conditions was consumed at each school, when

journey was resumed to the next school.

The itinerary was planned by the county superintendent of

education with great thoroughness and every effort was

made to economize time when we were not in the school

room. The county superintendent's acquaintance with the

roads and the location of his schools and his accurate knowl

edge of the local conditions at each school greatly facilitated

the work of the State Supervisor in securing the data for

the survey.

The conditions and needs of each school as the State

Supervisor was impressed with them, together with such in

formation as the annual report of the county superintend

ent of education supplies, will be given in the order in which

the visits were made.

Saxe-Gotha School, District No. 69.

Saxe-Gotha is a two-teacher school, the principal being

a man. The enrollment the past year was 51 boys and 64

girls, making a total of 115 pupils. The average attendance

for the session was 100 which is an unusually high average.

The length of the school session was 140 days. The State

Supervisor of Rural Schools was pleased with the interest

manifested in the school and in the community by the teach

ers. The principal had organized and was teaching success

fully a night school, showing his desire to be of every pos

sible service to the people of the community. There was evi

dence that the school was doing good work in every depart

ment.

The building is a two-story, two-room frame structure.

It is owned by the stockholders of the cotton mill and was

erected as a school for the children of the mill village. The

house is substantially constructed and well finished through

out. The windows, however, are not located as they ought

to be to secure the best lighting results. The house is of
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such substantial structure, however, that it could readily be

modernized. The total revenue of the school district the

past session was $829.86 with a cash balance carried for

ward of only 71 cents. The district carries a two-mill tax and

secures on this tax $100 State term extension aid.

One of the primary needs of the school district is that

the school property should be deeded to the trustees in order

that the school might become in fact a public school. Another

imperative need is an additional teacher. With an enroll

ment of 115 pupils two teachers do not make sufficient teach

ing force. Another teacher is, therefore, greatly needed for

the school. Two mills additional tax would enable the district

to comply with the Rural Graded School Law and secure

$300 State aid under this Law. This additional State aid

and the additional special tax would easily secure another

teacher for the school and would likely give the children a

longer school term.

Sunny South School, District No. 33.

On the occasion of the visit of the State Supervisor of

Rural Schools to this school it was being taught in an old,

dilapidated, one-room farm house. The lady teacher in

charge of the school was doing good work with an enroll

ment of 9 boys and 11 girls. The average attendance for

the session was 14.

On our way to the school, however, the State Supervisor

passed a beautiful site where a new, modern, one-teacher

building was being erected. This has doubtless been com

pleted and furnished throughout with modern equipment for

next session.

This school district has recently been cut off from

another district to accommodate the children who had too

great distance to go to their former school. This accounts

for the poor equipment for the past session and for only a

60-day session.

The revenue of the district for the year just closed was

$623 and the district is carrying forward a balance of

$198.15. The people of this new district have shown their

interest in the education of their children by voting a four

mill tax so as to spend the revenue from this tax and the ad
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ditional State aid that it will bring upon the instruction of

their children the coming year. This will likely place the

finances of the district upon a sound basis. With the new

building and equipment and with no more pupils than one

teacher can instruct well this school, for a one-teacher school,

will likely do excellent work the coming year.

Edmund School, District No. 22.

Edmund is a two-teacher school with an enrollment the

past session of 32 boys and 29 girls and an average attend

ance of 42 pupils. The principal of the school was a young

man and the school had a session of 80 days.

The building is an oblong, frame structure with a par

tition across the middle of the building to provide the two

classrooms for the teachers. The building is painted inside

and outside and was found in neat condition. The building

was fairly well furnished with desks and other equipment.

As is usual in a building of this type the windows were lo

cated on opposite sides of the building making cross lights in

the classrooms. The school is on an excellent school site.

The reyenue of the district the past session was $503 and

a balance is carried forward of $147.10. The great need of

this school is a longer school term. There is no special tax

on the district and this fact is surprising when it is con

sidered that the corporation wealth in the district would

yield so large a revenue with a special tax. The district

ought at once to levy four mills special tax in order to secure

the benefits of this increased revenue and at the same time

secure $200 from the State under the Rural Graded School

Law. This increased revenue would greatly lengthen the

term of the school. In addition to this it would arouse

greater public interest in the school which would result in a

larger and better school than Edmund has at present. The

time ought soon to come when Edmund would be dissatisfied

with its present building. With other schools in that vicinity

of the county erecting modern'buildings Edmund's favorable

location on the railroad would make it possible for this

school district to follow in the footsteps of the others and do

so with much less cost to the local taxpayers. The levying of
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a four-mill tax to comply with the Rural Graded School Law

would be the beginning of these school improvements.

Cross Roads School, District No. 40.

This is one of the large country schools of Lexington

county. There were enrolled the past year 35 boys and 56

girls, making a total of 91. There was an average attendance

of only 50 pupils, which is decidedly lower than this average

ought to be. Again, the session was only 110 days, when a

school so large as this ought not to have less than 140 days,

preferably 160. The school the past year was taught by a

young man as principal assisted by a young lady. The State

Supervisor of Rural Schools was pleased with the character

of the instruction found in the school. Good primary reading

was heard in the assistant's room and thorough teaching was

being done in the advanced grades.

The school was conducted in a very poor building with

poor teaching equipment. There was some building material

on the ground, however, and the State Supervisor was told

that this was being gathered for a new building.

The revenue of this district the past year was $778.84 and

a balance is carried forward of $151.38. It is manifest that

the needs of this school are the new building that has been

projected, an additional teacher, and a longer school term.

The State is willing to assist the people in securing all of

these when the people show interest in the education of their

own children by complying with the State law.

The district ought at once to levy a four-mill tax. This

increased revenue, together with $300 from the State for a

three-teacher school, or $200 from the State for a two-teacher

school, would bring great relief to the financial pressure of

the district. This tax ought to be levied at once so that its

benefits would come to the children during the next session.

The people ought also to continue their efforts for a new

building and not be content until one of the best country

schoolhouses in the county is* erected in this school district.

With these improvements it is possible for the Cross Roads

school to be one of the best schools in the county and one of

the best in the State.
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Macedon School, District No. 75.

This school possesses a neat, well finished, two-room school

building. The walls both outside and inside are well painted

with good school colors. The windows in the principal's

room are properly placed with the light coming in at the

left of the pupils. The primary room has the light for the

most part at the rear of the children. This condition could

be remedied by turning the desks one-quarter around to the

left. Altogether the building is entirely adequate to the

needs of the school and thoroughly satisfactory.

The school was taught the past year by two ladies with

eight grades of instruction and with a proper distribution of

pupils to each teacher. The enrollment was 29 boys and 23

girls, with an average attendance of 42. This average is

unusually high. The school had a session the past year of

100 days.

The total revenue of the school district was $537.14 and

a balance of $126.99 is being carried forward. The district

is carrying at present a two-mill special tax.

With the good schoolhouse, it is manifest that the out

standing need of the school is a longer school term. With

an enrollment of 49 the past year a little effort would secure

at least one more pupil and this pupil would make it possible

for the school to qualify as a two-teacher rural graded school.

The people of the district ought to vote two mills more of

tax so as to become a rural graded school and receive $100

additional State aid. The increased revenue from the tax

together with the increased State aid would likely provide

an adequate school term. With the equipment already at

hand and with an adequate term this school would be in ex

cellent circumstances.

Scouter Creek School, District No. 21.

Scouter Creek is a one-teacher school in a typical, one-

room school building. There is the usual design with the

door at one end of the building and the windows on each of

the long sides. The house has been ceiled but it has never

been painted either outside or inside.
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The school the past year was taught by a man who has

been a teacher in the community for some time. His con

tinuance is evidence of his strong hold upon the people. The

enrollment the past year was 19 boys and 21 girls, with an

average attendance of 28 pupils. There was a session of 120

days.

The total revenue of the district was $403.90 and the

district has a deficit of $4.40. A scarcity of school funds is

evident. Recently, however, the people voted two mills spe

cial tax.

To have a thoroughly modern school the present school

building would have to be remodeled. The building is of such

material that this could likely be done at a saving in cost.

Another great need is a longer school term. In voting the

two-mill tax it is unfortunate that four mills were not voted.

With this and with the additional State aid the term could

be materially lengthened. Furthermore, with the four-mill

tax as the school grows the people of the district could look

forward to the time when they would have sufficient enroll

ment to secure State aid as a two-teacher rural graded school.

Oakdale School, District No. 30.

Oakdale is another one-teacher school in a one-room

building of the old type, the door being in the center of one

end and the windows on each side. This makes cross lights

in the classrooms which is undesirable. The building, how

ever, was fairly well equipped with double desks, maps, and

other teaching appliances. The enrollment the past session

was 12 boys and 16 girls, with an average attendance of 15

pupils. This is but little more than fifty per cent. and is a

poor average. The school had a session of 120 days. Seven

grades were taught by the teacher in charge of the school

and the State Supervisor was impressed that the instruction

was thoroughly done.

The revenue of the district the past year was $1213.37,

the expenditures being the same amount. The district car

ries a two-mill special tax.

The outstanding need of the district is a better school-

house. The size of the school and the total revenue of the

district both indicate that the district is more than able
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financially to provide a modern building with all modern con

veniences. Such a building, the writer has recently been in

formed, is now in course of erection. The next important

need is a longer school term. This, too, the district is amply

able to provide.

Chalk Hill School, District No. 41.

This is a new district formed from portions of Oakdale

and Sand Mountain districts. No school building had yet

been erected in the district and the school was being taught

by a lady in a farm dwelling. School was not in session the

day of the State Supervisor's visit and teaching conditions

could not be observed.

The enrollment the past session was 5 boys and 8 girls,

with an average attendance of 7 pupils. The total revenue

was $225 and the district will carry forward a balance of $15.

The forming of this new district was a practical necessity

in order to accommodate these few pupils far removed from

their former school. The people of the new district ought to

show their school spirit by building at once a modern house

sufficient to accommodate the school and by voting enough

special taxes to give the school, with the State aid, a sufficient

school term.

Gaston School, District No. 76.

Gaston is a two-teacher school, a man being the principal.

The enrollment the past year was 62 boys and 52 girls, with

an average attendance of 52. The average attendance, there

fore, was less than fifty per cent. of the total enrollment.

The school had a session the past year of 160 days.

The school building is an oblong, frame structure with a

partition across the building so as to make provision for two

teachers. In each of the classrooms the windows are arrang

ed on opposite sides. The building is painted outside and in

side and from that standpoint makes neat appearance. It is

furnished with patent desks.

The revenue of the district the past year was $717.68 and

the district carries forward a balance of $1.93. A two-mill

tax is levied by the district and this tax raises $139.96 of the

school revenue.
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The Gaston school needs a modern school building. There

is sufficient corporation wealth in the school district to pro

vide by means of a bond issue a modern and adequate build

ing and to do so without great cost to the taxpayers resident

in the district. The district should at once also vote two

mills more special tax. The four-mill special tax with the

present enrollment would secure for the school $200 State aid

under the Rural Graded School Act. With this increased

revenue more money could be spent upon the instruction of

the children and better results could be secured.

Athens School, District No. 34.

Athens school is one of the best in the county. It has a

well arranged, modern, two-room building well finished and

neatly painted outside and inside. The building is thorough

ly up-to-date in all of its appointments. The past session the

school had an enrollment of 54 boys and 40 girls with an

average attendance of 59 pupils. The school had a session of

140 days. It is taught by two lady teachers who impressed

the State Supervisor as having the school well classified and

the pupils doing good work. The revenue the past year was

$932.31 and there is a balance of $47.21. The district carries

a two-mill special tax. During the spring the people added

two mills more to their special tax. This additional tax to

gether with the increased State aid will enable the trustees

to employ another teacher and the school to become a three-

teacher rural graded school. An additional room modern in

all of its appointments can easily be added to the present

building.

This improvement will give the district a thoroughly

modern and adequate school building and ample teaching

force. They will be able, therefore, to continue as one of the

best schools in the county.

Calvary School, District No. 42.

Calvary was the first of the rural graded schools that the

State Supervisor visited. It is a two-teacher school and the

principal, a man, has been serving the community for several

years. The enrollment the past session was 62 boys and 33

girls. The average attendance for the session was 51, which

24



is entirely too low for the best school work. The session was

120 days. ' /

The school building is a substantial, well finished struc

ture. It is not altogether modern in the location of windows

and in other appointments, but it could easily be made so.

More room is a present necessity, and when this is provided

some of the defects in the building at present could be reme

died at little cost.

The revenue the past year was $1133.60 and a balance of

$101.01 was carried forward. The district carries a four-

mill tax. The outstanding needs of the school are another

teacher and a longer term. Three teachers would secure from

the State $100 additional aid, but the other necessary funds

with which to pay the additional teacher must come from'

local taxes.

Culler School, District No. 80.

The Culler school is in the extreme lower end of the

county. It is a one-teacher school taught by a lady in a one-

room building of the .traditional type. It is a well ceiled

building but unpainted. It is furnished with new patent

desks. The enrollment the past session was 8 boys and 14

girls, with an average attendance of 17. The school had a

session of only 100 days. The total revenue was $304.26 and

a balance of $2.26 was carried forward. The district carried

no special tax, but it has recently added a two-mill tax for the

coming session.

The teacher had dismissed school for the day at the time

of the State Supervisor's visit. The Supervisor was im

pressed, however, by the neatness of the interior. The

school is a small one but is an apparent necessity in that

portion of the county. The building is one that could readily

be modernized. The district ought further to levy a four-

mill special tax and secure more State aid. With this in

creased revenue the term could be lengthened. With a suf

ficient term and a modern house this could be made a good

one-teacher school.
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Macks School, District No. 38.

Macks was the second rural graded school to be visited.

Everything about the school indicates progressiveness. Al

ready the modern, two-room building has been outgrown and

a third teacher was found in the old building in the yard.

The principal of the school, a man, had the work well dis

tributed and well organized through eight grades. The en

rollment the past session was 53 boys and 57 girls, with an

average attendance of 60 pupils. The school had a session

of 140 days. The total school revenue was $1488.27 with a

balance carried forward of $8.78.

The chief need of the school at present is an addition of a

modern classroom to the present modern, two-room building,

carrying out the same ideas as to lighting, cloak rooms, and

the general excellence of finish.

North Edisto School, District No. 87.

North Edisto had the past session an enrollment of 54

boys and 40 girls, all under one teacher, a man, in a one-

room building. The daily average attendance was 62 pupils

for a session of 110 days.

The building is badly arranged for school purposes, having

the appearance of two rooms joined together end to side.

The windows are distributed around on all sides with harm

ful lighting effects. The district carries a two-mill special

tax and receives $70 State aid. The total revenue was

$519.83 with a balance of $9.06.

The needs of this school are manifestly a modern building,

more teachers, and a longer school term. The school is in

need of three teachers for efficient work. Two mills more

tax would secure $300 State aid, if three teachers were em

ployed. But the district would need to go the eight-mill

limit of the law in special taxes in order to supply the needs

of the school. This is one of the few districts in Lexington

under the Compulsory School Attendance Law.

North Edisto is one of the few locations in the county

where school conditions would be greatly improved by con

solidation. The school is not more than two miles from

Clay Springs with 78 pupils. This is one of the best agricul
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tural sections of the county and one of the most populous. If

these two communities would combine, erect an adequate,

modern school building, and secure funds with the help of

the Rural Graded School Law to employ five teachers, they

could have one of the best rural schools to be found in the

State.

Clay Springs School, District No. 39.

The Clay Springs school, which is not over two miles

from the North Edisto, had an enrollment the past year of

42 boys and 36 girls with an average attendance of 51 pupils.

The principal was assisted by his wife, without pay, which

classifies the school as a two-teacher school. The session was

120 days.

The total revenue of the district was $470.66 and a bal

ance was carried forward of $64.41. No special tax has been

voted on the district.

The schoolhouse has two rooms, has been fairly well con

structed, is ceiled and is unpainted. The windows are located

on all sides and, therefore, give unsatisfactory lighting. The

school is furnished with patent desks.

Clay Springs is in need of more teachers, a longer term,

and a modern building. As has been pointed out, this com

munity should cooperate with the North Edisto community

in erecting on a suitable site a modern building large enough

for the two schools. A tax should be voted sufficient with

the State aid to employ five teachers for at least seven

months. The consolidated school could then be developed into

one of the best country schools to be found in the State.

Black Creek School, District No. 26.

Black Creek is apparently the only school in the county

with an abundance of school funds. The total revenue last

session amounted to $809.65, expenditures $300, and there is

a balance, therefore, of $509.65. A two-mill special tax

raised $177.03 and there are only 18 polls in the entire dis

trict. The school enrollment was 10 boys and 13 girls, with

an average attendance of 14 pupils. The teacher of the

school is a man and the session was 120 days.

/
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The building is one of the poorest in the county, 'a small,

unceiled, frame house with inadequate lighting and in a

rather dilapidated condition.

There is a reason, however, for this anomalous condition

of large cash balance and poor facilities. A lumber corpo

ration has immense holdings in the district. The people wish

to secure a site near the center of the district and erect a

good house, but the lumber company refuses to sell or give,

and it owns all the land near where the school building ought

to be located. Apparently a good school in this school dis

trict must wait on a change of mind and heart of the ab

sentee landlord and the consequent opening of this section

to further settlement.

So great inconvenience and delay of travel were experi

enced in finding the schoolhouse that the day's session had

closed before the State Supervisor arrived.

Pelion School, District No. 25.

The enrollment in the Pelion school the past session was

54 boys and 36 girls, with an average daily attendance of 68

pupils for a session of 160 days. The school was taught by

a man who was assisted by his wife.

The building is an oblong, frame structure with perma

nent partition across to provide two classrooms. The build

ing is ceiled and is unpainted. The windows are located on

opposite sides of the classroom. The school is provided with

patent desks.

The total revenue of the district the past session was

$1473.10 and a balance was carried forward of $413.75. The

district carries a special tax of four mills which raises

$543.40.

The needs of the school are a better building and at least

one more teacher. The importance of Pelion as a commercial

and school center ought to secure a brick building with am

ple classroom facilities and an auditorium for community

purposes. The easiest way to secure this is a bond issue, and

by this method the corporation wealth in the district would

in a large measure pay for the building.

The State Supervisor was pleased with the distribution

and the organization of the school work. But two teachers
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can not give to Pelion the school that Pelion ought to have.

Ample teaching force should be supplied. The best teaching

under the best teaching conditions and the most advanced

school work to be found within a radius of ten miles ought

to be found at Pelion. By securing at least three teachers

for the coming session and by setting out to have the kind

of school indicated, Pelion might look forward to the time

when this could be a high school center.

Sharp's Hill School, District No. 35.

This is a one-teacher school taught by a man in atypical

one-room building. But the old building is to give place to

a new, modern one with the next session. New single desks

were in use the past session in anticipation of the new build

ing.

The enrollment the past year was 47 boys and 40 girls,

with an average daily attendance of 53 pupils for a session of

100 days. The total school revenue was $883.78 and a bal

ance of $602.63 was carried forward. The people pay a six-

mill special tax.

Another teacher is needed in the school and under the

Rural Graded School Law the State will give $200 in support

of the school with two teachers. As there is no corporation

wealth in this district the people will likely have to tax them

selves the limit of the law, eight mills, in order to support

the school with two teachers and an adequate, term.

Sand Mountain School, District No. 36.

Sand Mountain is also a one-teacher school taught by a

man in an old building of the traditional type. The door is

located in the center of one end and the windows along the

two sides. The building is ceiled and unpainted. The desks

are home-made and the school is practically without teaching

apparatus.

The enrollment the past year was 37 and the average at

tendance 20. The session ran 160 days. The total revenue of

the district was $716.04 and a balance of $221.94 is carried

forward. The district levies a two-mill special tax which

raises $255.02.
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The special tax receipts show the presence of consider

able property in the district. A bond issue or an additional

levy for a term of years could easily secure for the district

a modern school building without great cost to the individual

taxpayers. Building and equipment are the outstanding

needs of the school.

Congaree School, District No. 82.

The Congaree school had the misfortune the past summer

to lose its building by fire. But the State Supervisor found

the school in a new, modern, two-room building with new

desks and equipment. The building is well finished and is a

distinct credit to the community. The enrollment of the

school the past year was 76, with an average attendance of

45, there being 7 grades of pupils and two teachers, the prin

cipal a man. The session was 120 days.

The total revenue of the district was $1794.82 with a

balance of $64.69. The district spent upon its new building

the past year $1055.83. The district has voted a four-mill

special tax and is organized as a rural graded school.

With the present building and equipment and the organiza

tion as a rural graded school, Congaree is in excellent con

dition. The chief need now is for funds to be spent on the

instruction of the children.

Long Branch School, District No. 31.

Long Branch is a one-teacher school taught by a lady in a

one-room building of the old type, the door at one end and the

windows on the opposite sides. The building is ceiled and un-

painted. It is furnished with new double desks and the State

Supervisor was impressed with the neat appearance of the

interior. The school enrolled last session 15 boys and 23

girls, and had an average attendance of 25 pupils for a ses

sion of 140 days. The school revenue was $769.48, with a

balance of $276.68. The district has voted a two-mill special

tax.

The need of Long Branch is a modern school building,

and the district is easily able to have one. The finances are

in excellent condition and with a modern building the school

would be one of the best.
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Halfway School, District No. 32.

Halfway is a three-teacher rural graded school in a new

modern school building erected according to Design J of the

State building bulletin. This provides for three classrooms

downstairs and an auditorium upstairs. The building is well

finished and lacks only the painting to be complete. It is

well furnished with new single desks.

There was an enrollment the past session of 55 boys and

52 girls, with an average attendance of 82 pupils, and a ses

sion of 140 days. The principal of the school, a man, had the

grades well organized and good school work was done

throughout. The revenue of the district was $4712.65 with

a balance of $54.12. Of this revenue $3201.25 was spent

upon the new building.

With the present building and equipment and school or

ganization the Halfway school is fitted for thorough work of

the best country type. The only need for the next few years

is local financial support to keep the present school work up

to its high standard and along with this to introduce indus

trial teaching.

Oak Grove School, District No. 2.

Oak Grove is another of Lexington's schools that has been

recently greatly improved. It is a rural graded school taught

by two ladies in a modern building which is well furnished

throughout. The plan of the building is Design E of the

State bulletin affording two commodious classrooms down

stairs and an auditorium upstairs. It is substantially con

structed and is neatly finished and painted.

Of the total revenue of the district of $3608.08, $2872.96

went into the building. There is a balance of $5.02. The

school enrolled 34 boys and 23 girls, had an average attend

ance of 38 pupils and a session of 120 days.

The school is in every way a credit to the community.

Good work in the school was in evidence, and in addition the

splendid building has already become a popular community

center. It is an illustration of the service that a country

school of the right kind can render.
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Providence School, District No. 5.

Providence is a one-teacher school near the town of Lex

ington, which accounts in a measure for the small enrollment

and poor equipment of the school. The building is one of the

old type, ceiled but unpainted. It is supplied with home

made desks, which seem to be uncomfortable. The black

boards are also home-made and in poor condition. There is

practically no other equipment in the school.

The school enrolled 7 boys and 11 girls and had an aver

age attendane of 15 pupils for a session of 100 days. The

total revenue was $158.94, with a balance of $16.56. The

district carries no special tax.

Notwithstanding poor equipment and short term the State

Supervisor observed good school work by the lady teacher

and heard some splendid reading. The children need the

comfort and the inspiration of better physical surroundings

and the teacher needs these with which to do better work. A

new house is needed and a longer term. The State is ready

to help with both whenever the people are ready. The State

and county together will pay for half of the school building,

and if the people will vote a special tax, the State will give a

dollar to run the school for every dollar the tax would raise

up to $100. If the people desire to maintain a school at

Providence, these steps ought to be taken at once. The ad

vanced pupils of this community ought all to go to Lexington

high school for opportunities that no one-teacher school

can offer.

Charter Oak School, District No. 4.

This is a one-teacher school that ought now to be a two-

teacKer rural graded school. Fifty-seven pupils were enrolled

the past year with the splendid average daily attendance of

46. These pupils distributed as they were through seven and

a half grades are decidedly more than one teacher can in

struct with thoroughness. No one knows this better than the

experienced man teacher who attempted the task. With in

sufficient time in the schoolroom every day he had a session of

only 105 days. The total revenue of Charter Oak district
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was $312.64, which was entirely spent. The district does

not carry any special tax.

The building is one of the traditional type, with the usual

location of doors and windows and no cloak room. It is well

constructed, however, and can readily be modernized.

The needs, therefore, of this school are a modern build

ing, an additional teacher, and a longer term. The present

building can be added to with another classroom, and this

can be done in such way as to make a modern and thoroughly

satisfactory schoolhouse. The State and county building fund

would likely pay half the cost of this improvement. If the

district will vote a four-mill special tax for school purposes,

the school can secure each year $200 State aid as a rural

graded school, the increased revenue from these sources to go

to the payment of the additional teacher and the longer term.

There is a possibility of a splendid rural school at Charter

Oak, one that would not only educate the children but would

also make a great contribution to the social and intellectual

life of the older folk. The way to secure such a school has

been suggested and the State is ready to help the people in

their efforts.

Cherokee School, District No. 6.

Cherokee is a one-teacher school with an enrollment of 16

boys and 13 girls and an average attendance of 21 pupils.

It is likely to continue, therefore, as a one-teacher school for

some time. The total revenue of the district was only $216.91,

with a balance forward of $5.86. Such a small revenue ac

counts for the short term of 100 days.

The building is a typical, one-room house, ceiled, unpainted,

and with windows all around. The overhead ceiling is too

low for proper sanitation, and this alone would make mod

ernizing the building impossible. The district does not carry

a special tax.

The man in charge of the school had little equipment with

which to work, but with all the conditions good school work

was being done. Some good reading especially was heard.

The school needs a new building of the Red Knoll type,

which the State and county building fund will help to secure.

The people ought also to levy a special tax of at least four
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that would properly accommodate the school and serve the

community as a schoolhouse should, a new one out and out

would likely have to be built. But when it is considered that

the State and county building fund would supply half the

cost, such a building is hardly, an impossibility for any dis

trict.

Centerville is greatly in need of State aid, but secures

none because of the absence of a special tax. The people

ought at once to vote a four-mill special levy and secure from

the State an amount equal to the amount raised by the special

tax.

Centerville is in need of a good school. Children are in

the district in such numbers as to demand it. The voting of

a special tax would be the start for the good school and the

erection of a modern, adequate building would assure its

establishment and likely guarantee its continuance.

Round Hill School, District No. 24.

This is a one-teacher school in one of the traditional

types of schoolhouse, with two doors in the front end and

windows in the two sides and the rear. The house has been

ceiled but has never been painted. The desks and black

boards are home-made and there is practically no other

teaching equipment.

Twenty-eight boys and 13 girls were taught by the man in

charge for a session of 120 days. The average daily attend

ance was 33 pupils. The total revenue of the district was

$314.88, and there is a balance forward of $13.38. The dis

trict has no special tax.

One of the needs of this school is a larger revenue. When

it is considered that the railroad would pay so much of the

special tax it is surprising that the people have not voted one

long ago. A four-mill tax would itself greatly increase the

income of the school, and this tax would secure from the

State a sum equal to the amount of the tax up to $100.

With better teaching facilities this school would likely

enroll over 50 pupils, and when this enrollment is reached

the school ought to become a two-teacher rural graded school.

A four-mill tax would enable it to do so and to secure $200

from the State each year for school support.
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The school is in need also of a modern school building.

Bonds ought to be voted to secure this, as this method would

put the burden of the building on the property of the dis

trict and the railroad would pay its share, which would be a

large one. State and county aid would likely pay half the

cost of the house.

Before a new building is located an effort ought to be

made to get Round Hill and Keisler together, as these two

schools are closer to each other than two schools in the

country ought to be. Combined they would make a splendid

country school, and with the corporation and other property

in the district the school could be easily financed.

Keisler School, District No. 74.

Keisler is a one-teacher school where excellent teaching

is done. Only 34 pupils were enrolled in five grades and this

enrollment and classification made it possible for the lady in

charge to do good work. The daily average attendance was

24 and the session 120 days.

The building at Keisler is a small one of the old type

with two doors at the front end and windows distributed all

around. It is well built and well finished, but has not been

painted. It is furnished with new patent double desks and

a good teacher's desk and chair, and everything is well kept.

The revenue of the district was $476.97, with a balance of

$80.96. The district carries a two-mill special tax which

raises $107.29 and receives $100 term extension aid. The

special tax and the State aid make possible the good work

that the school is doing.

The facts are, however, that the children are receiving

only a very elementary education and if more advanced

grades were enrolled in the school, it would be impossible for

the teacher to do the thorough work that she is doing because

of lack of time. There is the same situation at Round Hill.

If these schools that are so close together would consolidate

and have a two-teacher school, the children would have op

portunities that a one-teacher school can not give. A bond

issue with the State and county aid would erect an adequate

schoolhouse so easily that the public would hardly realize how

it was done.



lady. With such an enrollment and not more than seven

grades the teacher can do thorough work.

A small white enrollment and no negro enrollment ac

counts again for a low school revenue and a short term.

The total revenue was $275.10, with a balance for this ses

sion of $90.10. The people of the district the past spring

wisely decided to strengthen their finances by voting a two-

mill special tax and securing State aid. This policy ought

to be continued until the trustees can guarantee at least a

seven-month term.

The building at Long Branch is not a good one. It is a

slight departure from the usual type of old, one-room build

ing, with a door in the center of one side. A chimney with

fireplace is at one end and the windows are on three sides.

The desks and blackboards are home-made and there is no

other teaching equipment.

It is impossible to convert this into a modern building.

But it is possible for the district with State and county aid

to have a building like the Red Knoll, just such a building

as the district needs not only for the education of the chil

dren but also for the social life of the community. A good,

modern building and a continuance of the policy of local

self-help and State aid to increase the revenue of the school

are the needs of Long Branch for a school that would rightly

serve the children and the community.

Smith Branch School, District No. "64.

Smith Branch is a one-teacher school that ought now to

be a rural graded school of the two-teacher class. The teach

er in charge, a man, enrolled the past session 26 boys and 28

girls and had an average attendance of 39 for a session of

120 days. The teacher was doing good work, but these are

more pupils than one teacher can properly instruct in a one-

teacher school.

The building is one of the old type, two doors at one end

and windows on the sides. It is substantially constructed,

well ceiled, and unpainted. It is unusually well proportioned

for a one-teacher building of its kind, and this would make

possible its remodeling at a considerable saving in cost.
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It is furnished with new patent double desks, good teach

er's desk, and hyloplate blackboards. The presence of an

organ indicates a community interest in the school.

The total revenue the past school year was $503.01, with

a balance of $25.91. The district has voted a two-mill tax

which raises $49.83 and makes possible State term exten

sion aid amounting to $49. There is no negro school in this

district to add to the school revenue.

Smith Branch ought at once to begin plans for becoming

a two-teacher rural graded school, receiving each year $200

from the State. A modern classroom can be added to the

present building and it can be so changed as to make the

whole a splendid, modern, two-teacher schoolhouse, one that

will be not only adequate to the needs of the school but of

service and a source of pride to the entire community. The

State and county building fund can be drawn upon to pay

half the cost of this improvement.

A four-mill tax will be required to secure each year $200

from the State. Every dollar that the people raise among

themselves in this way secures from the State two dollars,

making three dollars to spend upon their children. Such an

opportunity ought not to be passed over. With the enlarge

ment and improvement of the present building and with

adequate school support, as suggested, Smith Branch would

be one of the best country schools in the county.

Pond Branch School, District No. 13.

Pond Branch is a two-teacher rural graded school which is

meeting in a gratifying way the demands that might be

made of such a school. Not only are the two lady teachers

handling the inside school work most satisfactorily, but they

are causing the school to make a genuine contribution to the

community life. The people are deeply interested in the

school, they work to see it grow in the scope of its teaching

and in its influence. They have shown a willingness to make

sacrifices that it might thus grow.

A few years ago the people added a classroom to their

old, one-room building in order to establish the two-teacher

school. This was done in such way as to make a neat and

well arranged house, but not altogether satisfactory in the
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Camp Branch School, District No. 84.

Camp Branch is another of the many one-teacher schools

in Lexington that ought to be two-teacher rural graded

schools. The enrollment the past year of 24 boys and 27

girls is larger than the teacher could possibly teach effec

tively. The average attendance was only 31 pupils, and the

session 100 days. The teacher was a young man of high

school preparation and the school was well organized and

good work was in progress.

The building is one of the usual type as to location of

doors and windows. It is ceiled and unpainted, and ordinary

painted pine boards serve as blackboards. The desks are

home-made.

The total revenue of the district was $346.02, with a bal

ance of $140.92. The district carries a two-mill special tax,

which raises $38.80 on which term extension aid amounting

to $39 was appropriated by the State. There are no negro

school children in this district, which, in a measure, ac

counts for the low receipts from, the regular school funds.

The need here is a two-teacher school. The building could

readily be made to accommodate two teachers comfortably,

to conform to modern requirements, and to serve community

purposes. A four-mill special tax would secure for the

school $200 State aid under the Rural Graded School Law.

This increase in funds, however, would not secure two teach

ers for the length of term that the school needs. Camp

Branch would need to do what Pond Branch has done, vote

eight mills, the limit of the law. Districts all over the State

are doing this in order to give their children the best op

portunity possible, and it will require this at Camp Branch,

if their children are to have good public school advantages.

Wateree School, District No. 28.

The enrollment of Wateree the past session was 18 boys

and 12 girls. The average attendance was 17 and the ses

sion 120 days. It is clear, therefore, that this will likely

continue to be a one-teacher school for several years. Its

effort should be to be one of the best of that type.
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The total revenue was $317.90, which was entirely spent.

There is a two-mill special tax on the district which brings

an income of $45.48 and enables the district to receive $45

State term extension aid.

In finish and arrangement the building is very similar to

all the others in this section of the county. It has a porch

across the front end, two doors entrance, and the windows

on the opposite sides of the building. The house is ceiled and

has not been painted. The blackboards were made by paint

ing the ceiled walls. The desks are of the home-made kind.

The teacher, a man, classified the pupils into seven grades.

With no larger enrollment and average attendance and with

no more grades than were found at Wateree it was possible

for the teacher to do thorough work. Under such conditions,

however, it is possible for the children of this district to re

ceive only a seven-grade education, unless other provision is

made for more advanced work.

With little trouble and comparatively small cost the Wate

ree building could be made to conform to all modern re

quirements of a one-teacher building. By adding two mills

more to the special tax, which would raise an additional

$45.45, forty-five dollars additional State aid could be se

cured. In other words, dollar for dollar can be received from

the State in this way up to $100. Wateree ought to claim the

maximum that the State will allow.

With the building improved and with $90 increase in the

funds as suggested, this school as a one-teacher would be

in excellent condition. Pupils of the school could receive

a thorough elementary education, and when this has been

provided for steps could be taken looking to more advanced

instruction.

Kerney Branch School, District No. 20.

This is one of two one-teacher schools in the same district,

Kerney Branch being the older. The building of a railroad

across the lower edge of the district caused the establishment

of a school at the railroad station of Steedman. The dis

tance between the two is too great for consolidation, and yet

an effort to run the two results in weak schools.
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and was taught by a man. The classes were well organized

and good recitations were conducted.

The total revenue of the district was $446.08, with a bal

ance of $33.83. The district has recently voted a two-mill

special tax on which it received $100 State term extension

aid. With the added school interest that will come from the

voting of the special tax, the enrollment of the school may

go to 50 next session. In that case an additional teacher

will be needed. It is unfortunate, therefore, that the dis

trict did not make the special tax four mills so as to secure

for the two-teacher school $200 rural graded school aid, a

four-mill tax being necessary to secure this aid.

Two mills more will raise in the district $100, which will

secure $100 additional from the State. When it is consider

ed that the railroad will pay a large part of the $100 paid by

the district, the voting of four mills would have been an ex

cellent investment for the resident taxpayers of the district.

With the present equipment and a four-mill tax, Hulon

could easily become one of the best two-teacher schools in

the county.

Samaria School, District No. 60.

Samaria had an enrollment the past session of 39 boys

and 39 girls. The average attendance was only 36 pupils,

less than 50 per cent., and the session was only 110 days.

All these pupils were taught by one lady teacher. She was

doing her best for the pupils, but with the large enrollment,

irregular attendance, and the short school term it was im

possible for the pupils to make much progress.

The building at Samaria is a comparatively new one. It

is well finished and neatly painted outside and inside. The

location of the windows was unfortunate, some of them being

placed in front of the pupils. This defect could yet be rem

edied. The house is furnished with patent double desks and

home-made blackboards. The building is located on a steep

hillside which practically forbids a playground near the

school or any kind of plant culture.

The revenue the past year was $297.77, with a balance

carried forward of $1.52. There is no special tax and, there

fore, the district could not qualify for any kind of^ State aid.
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It is apparent that the needs at Samaria are a larger

teaching force and a longer term. The enrollment the past

year would enable the school to become a three-teacher rural

graded school. But as the average attendance was so low, it

is hardly advisable to employ more than one additional

teacher for the next session.

The building could easily have a modern classroom added,

and with the addition the defects in the present room as to

lighting could be corrected. With the present enrollment a

four-mill tax on the district would secure each year $200

State aid under the Rural Graded School Law. As a rail

road runs through the district a large part of the revenue

derived from the special tax would come from this corpora

tion. While the local taxpayers, therefore, would hardly

feel the burden of the special tax, this tax with the conse

quent State aid would more than double the income of the

school district.

These are the methods by which Samaria could supply her

school needs and have an excellent rural graded school.

Steedman School, District No. 20.

Steedman school is in the same district with Kerney

Branch and shares with it the total income of the district of

$469.53, of which $450 was spent the past session. Steed

man is the most important railroad station between Bates-

burg and Wagener, and the location of the school there was

a necessity.

The lady in charge of this school enrolled last session 16

boys and 10 girls. The average attendance was only 14

pupils for a session of 120 days. As a one-teacher school

with a short term Steedman did good work under the leader

ship of an enterprising teacher.

The building is an old style, one-room structure, with a

door in one end and windows in the three others walls. It

is partially ceiled and unpainted. The school is supplied with

patent double desks and slated cloth blackboards.

Within ten miles of Steedman in Lexington county there

is not a school that was prepared last session to do well

more than seven grades of work. The children of that sec

tion ought to have better opportunities, and it seems clear
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that Steedman is the place where these ought to be offered.

Steps should be taken, therefore, to develop a strong school

at that point.

This should be begun by making a new district, taking a

portion of Kerney Branch and perhaps a small portion of

some other districts. Across the river in Aiken county the

children have very meager school advantages and a portion

of Aiken should come into Steedman, making a joint dis

trict. Steedman should be the one school of a district large

enough to support a good school.

The people should next increase their special tax from two

to four mills so that the school would not only receive the

benefit of the tax but would be in position to secure rural

graded school aid amounting to $200 for a two-teacher school

and to $300 for a three-teacher school. In such an enterprise

it might be possible to consolidate at least one other school

with Steedman.

Bonds should then be voted for building a school-

house. With a bond issue the railroad would share the

burden. The State and county building fund could be

called upon for $600, or for $700 if the school is a con

solidation. The assistance from these two sources would

keep the cost of the building from being burdensome

to the resident taxpayers.

This is a method in detail by which a school could be

built and maintained at Steedman that would prove a

blessing to the immediate vicinity and possibly to a

large section of Lexington county.

Fairview School, District No. 62.

Fairview is a one-teacher school with an enrollment

the past year of 29 boys and 24 girls, an average atten

dance of 28 pupils, and a session of 115 days. These

figures indicate the ease with which the school could be

come a two-teacher rural graded school. The school

was taught by a lady and there was evidence not only

of thorough teaching but also of unusual interest and

school activity.

Fairview building is a typical, old style, one-room

structure. There is a piazza across the front end and
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two doors entrance. Windows are located in the three

other walls. The house is ceiled and unpainted inside,

painted outside. It is substantially constructed and has

been well kept. The desks are home-made and the ceiled

walls are painted for blackboards.

The total revenue of the district was $332.79, with a

balance brought forward of $9.04. There is no special

tax and the school receives no State aid.

With its present enrollment the Fairview school ought

to have two teachers. With a four-mill special tax and

two teachers the school could receive $200 rural graded

school aid. The building could easily be added to and

the present classroom improved as to lighting.

The fact remains, however, that Fairview and Steed-

man are too close together for each to be a strong school.

Combined, they would make one of the best schools in

the county. The larger school would be able to give the

children school advantages that are altogether impossi

ble under the present conditions. It is hardly proper to

think that either school should yield itself entirely to

the other. But the people of each community should

make up their minds to take the best steps for the edu

cation of their children and should compromise on the

location of the house where it would best serve this pur

pose.

In this way it would be possible to have in the vicinity of

Steedman a school that the people would be proud of. With

out some sacrifices the children are going to continue to grow

up without receiving the public school education that they

are entitled to and that the State, would gladly help them to

secure.

Hood's Branch School, District No. 27.

Hood's Branch is another one-teacher school that ought to

have been a two-teacher school the past session. The chil

dren needed the teacher and the school needed the State aid

of $200.

The enrollment was 29 boys and 33 girls, the average

attendance was 43, and the session only 80 days. The total

revenue was $221.34, with a balance of $13.84. The district
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did not have a special tax last session, but two mills have re

cently been* voted, too late, however, to get on the auditor's

books.

The house at Hood's Branch is of the typical "car-box"

shape, with the door at one end and windows in the other

three walls. It is partially ceiled and unpainted. The desks

are home-made and painted walls serve as black-boards.

Forty-four children were present the day of the visit of

the State Supervisor. Classified as these were in seven

grades, no one knew better than the hark-working lady teach

er the impossibility of thorough teaching for all the children.

Hood's Branch ought to have made the special tax at

least four mills so as to secure $200 State aid as a two-

teacher rural graded school. It is doubtful whether the

building could be added to and remodeled to advantage. But

the State and county building fund would pay half the cost

of such a modern house as the school and community need.

With this assistance and with the cooperation of all the peo

ple it would not be a difficult matter to secure this building.

There are children and sufficient territory in the Hood's

Branch district to build and maintain one of the best rural

graded schools in the county, a school that would give the

children a public school education and would be a blessing

to the entire community. With the present physical equip

ment, teaching conditions, and term, the children are not se

curing the advantages that they are entitled to.

Oak Grove School, District No. 77.

On account of an epidemic of whooping cough the Oak

Grove school had closed for the year, with a session of only

70 days. There was, therefore, no opportunity of judging

the work of the school. It was taught by one teacher, a

lady, ana there were enrolled 21 boys and 27 girls, with an

average attendance of 34 pupils.

The building at Oak Grove is a substantial, one-room

structure, ceiled and unpainted inside, painted outside. The

windows are located at regular intervals in three walls. The

desks are home-made and the blackboards are of slated

cloth. The district had a total revenue last session of $303.51,

and a balance is carried forward of $143.61. The school,
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therefore, could have had a session of perhaps 120 days.

Since the close of school the district has voted a special tax

of two mills and will likely receive next year State aid

amounting to as much as the sum raised by the special tax.

It appears that Oak Grove ought soon to be a two-teacher

school. With two-teacher accommodations the enrollment

next session would likely go considerably over the two-

teacher requirement of 50. It is unfortunate that the special

tax voted was not four mills in order that the school might

now have the benefit of the increased levy and when the

two-teacher conditions are reached that it might at that time

secure $200 State aid as a two-teacher school.

The building is of such substantial construction that it

could readily be modernized in lighting and cloak room facili

ties with the addition of another classroom.

Cedar Grove School, District No. 63.

Cedar Grove is a two-teacher school with a man as prin

cipal. It enrolled 26 boys and 30 girls the past session, had

an average attendance of 41 pupils, and a session of 120 days.

The school was well organized with eight grades, and good

school work was done. Some good reading especially was

heard.

The building is a new one erected after one of the State

plans for a two-teacher house. Unfortunately the light en

ters the primary room on the right of the pupils, a defect

which could be easily corrected. The house is well con

structed and neatly painted outside and inside. The cloak

rooms have not yet been ceiled. The school is provided with

patent double desks and hyloplate blackboards.

The total revenue of the district the past year was $585.12,

and there is a slight deficit of $1.11. The district had last

year a two-mill tax which added $54.17 to the school revenue,

on which the district received $54 State term extension aid.

Recently the people of the district voted two mills additional

tax. This of itself will increase the revenue next year

$54.17. In addition, the four-mill tax will enable the school

to qualify for rural graded school aid, and instead of $54

term extension aid the school can receive next session $200

rural graded school aid. This increase in tax and State
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aid will put the school finances in excellent condition. With'

the present equipment and organization and with good

financial backing Cedar Grove will continue to be one of the

best schools in the county.

Old Field School, District No. 71.

Old Field is a one-teacher school. The man who taught

it was sick the day of the Supervisor's visit. The school was

not in session and no opportunity of observing the work was

afforded.

The building at Old Field has two stories, the upper being

used as a lodge hall. The classroom down stairs is like many

others, a porch across the front end and windows on three

sides. The house is ceiled and wholly unpainted. It is fur

nished with patent double desks and there is practically no

other teaching equipment.

The school enrolled last year 23 boys and 23 girls, and

had an average attendance of 22 pupils and a session of 120

days. The total revenue of the district was $547.97, and a

balance of $71.42 is carried forward. The district has a

special tax of two mills, which raises $72.15, and receives

$72 term extension aid. An enrollment of 45 the past ses

sion and of 36 the session before would indicate that the

time is approaching when Old Field should be a two-teacher

school. To have a good two-teacher school the special tax

would have to be increased to at least four mills. But with

this increase and with an enrollment of 50, $200 could be

secured each year from the State. The building is a sub

stantial structure and could readily be arranged to accom

modate two teachers in a satisfactory manner.

Caney Branch School, District No. 17.

This is a one-teacher school, taught by a lady. The en

rollment last year was 7 boys and 11 girls, the average at

tendance was 13, and the session 100 days. These figures

indicate that the school will continue as a one-teacher school

indefinitely. There were no pupils beyond the 7th grade, so

the teacher with few pupils in a class was able to give al

most individual attention, and the pupils were profiting by

such instruction.
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The building at Caney Branch is one of the poorest in

the county. It is of "car-box" shape, door at one end and

windows on the opposite sides. The windows are very small.

The house is ceiled and unpainted. The desks are home

made and the ceiled walls are painted for blackboard use.

Plans were being formulated for a new building and these

will likely soon be carried out.

The total revenue of the district was $580.04, with a bal

ance of $344.04, the district spending $236 of its income.

The regular income of the district is about $287. The people

have voted a two-mill special tax which raises for the school

$44.96 and enables it to receive $44 State term extension

aid. v

With a modern one-room house Caney Branch as a one-

teacher school would be in excellent condition, provided the

district did not spend its balance for the building. The regu

lar income of about $287 is hardly sufficient to run a good

one-teacher school. With the balance spent, therefore, on

other purposes than teacher's salary the term of the school

would be shorter than it ought to be. As the State appro

priates for such schools as Caney Branch one dollar for each

dollar voted by the people in special taxes, up to $100, it

would not be a' burden upon the people of Caney Branch to

have one of the best one-teacher schools in the county.

Hollow Creek School, District No. 8.

Hollow Creek is a one-teacher school, the teacher being a

lady. Twenty-one boys and 19 girls were enrolled with an

average attendance of 20 pupils and a session of 120 days.

The pupils were classified in eight grades. Irregular attend

ance seemed to be one of the teacher's problems, as there

were no pupils present above the third grade the day of the

Supervisor's visit. Good work was being done with these.

The school is taught in an old church building. With

windows in the four walls, lighting is bad, and on account of

the size of the room difficulties of heating are great. The

house is ceiled and unpainted. The desks are double patent

and painted walls are used as blackboards.

Hollow Creek district had a total revenue of $283.01 and

a balance of $3.36 is carried forward. There is no special
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tax on the district and consequently no State aid is possible.

With proper equipment this school might soon enroll a

sufficient number of pupils to become a two-teacher school.

It might also be possible to make a satisfactory two-teacher

building of the one now in use. With the State and county

aid in erecting school houses there is no reason why pupils

should not have comfortable modern buildings.

The revenue of Hollow Creek is not sufficient to run the

kind of school that is needed. The district ought to vote a

special tax and secure from the State aid amounting to the

sum raised by the tax. A four-mill tax and the State aid

would put the district in excellent financial condition. With

such a tax, when the school needs two teachers, $200 could

be secured each year from the State to maintain a rural

graded school.

Pineville School, District No. 9.

Pineville is a one-teacher school with an enrollment last

session of 20 boys and 24 girls, and an average attendance of

23 pupils. The teacher of the school was a man. The enroll

ment and attendance show that the people of Pineville dis

trict might expect to make preparation in the near future

for a two-teacher school.

The session last year was only 100 days. The most ad

vanced grade in the school was the 9th. It is impossible to

teach thoroughly so advanced work in a one-teacher school

unless lower grade pupils are neglected.

The building is one-room, L shape, with windows all

around. It is ceiled, unpainted, and is beginning to show

the effects of age. Desks are home-made and painted walls

serve as blackboards.

The total revenue of the district was $267.48, with a bal

ance of $2.48. The district had not voted any special tax

and consequently had received no State aid. Recently, how

ever, a tax of two mills has been voted.

One of the needs at Pineville is a modern two-room house.

When the enrollment reaches 50, the school can become a

two-teacher rural graded school. The presence of pupils as

advanced as the 9th grade in a one-teacher school shows that

there ought to be sufficient teaching force to teach these ef
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fectively as well as the pupils of the lower grades. The

State building law could be used in erecting the house needed

with great financial benefit to the district.

The school ought also to have a longer term. If the peo

ple of the district want it sufficiently to vote special taxes

for it, whatever amount they raise by this method the State

will give a like sum up to $100. Four mills ought to be

voted without delay.

Star School, District No. 10.

Star is a one-teacher school that ought now to be a two-

teacher. Thirty-three boys and 30 girls were enrolled last

session. With this good enrollment there was an average

attendance of 28 pupils, less than fifty per cent., and the

session was only 100 days. The man in charge of the school

was an industrious worker, but with so large an enrollment

in eight grades, with poor attendance, and so short a term,

it was impossible to make great progress.

The building at Star is of old design, but perhaps the

most substantial of its kind in the county. There is a porch

across the front end, two doors entrance, and windows in the

other three walls. The inside walls are well ceiled and the

over-head ceiling is considerably higher than usual in such

buildings. The building has not been painted, but it is in

excellent condition. It is furnished with home-made desks

and blackboards and with globe and number chart.

The revenue the past year was $291.74, which was en

tirely spent. The district has no special tax and secures no

State aid.

The needs at Star are an additional teacher and a longer

school term. The present building could be added to with

splendid effect and so as to make the whole an excellent,

modern, two-room house. The State and county building

fund would pay half the cost of the improvements. This

school ought to receive $200 State aid as a two-teacher rural

graded school. To do this a four-mill special tax is re

quired. The special tax itself would perhaps raise $100, and

the $200 secured from the State, with the tax, would add

approximately $300 to the revenue of the district. This could

provide a two-teacher school for a term of six months, and
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the entire additional cost to the people of the district would

be only about $100. v

There is a magnificent opportunity at Star for a country

school. It is a splendid section, comparatively thickly settled.

The children are already enrolled in the school and need the

advantages that a modern school would bring. If the sugges

tions herein made were acted upon, Star would be one of the

best schools in the county.

Red Star School, District No. 78.

Red Star is a one-teacher school with a lady teacher, an

enrollment of 18 boys and 19 girls, an average attendance of

20 pupils, and a session of 150 days. It is probable that this

school will continue as a one-teacher for some time.

The building is one of the typical kind, with a porch ex

tending across the front end, two doors entrance, and win

dows in the three other .walls. It is ceiled and unpainted.

The house was substantially constructed and with some

changes in the location of windows and with the addition of

cloak room, it can serve for many years as a very satisfac

tory one-teacher building. It is furnished with home-made

desks and the painted walls serve as blackboards. The total

revenue was $352.10 with a balance of $66.60. The district

carries a two-mill special tax and receives $47.00 State term

extension aid.

The present building could have cloak rooms built within

and these could be so arranged as to have the windows of

the classroom on the left and rear of the pupils. With these

changes in the house Red Star would be in fair condition as

a one-teacher school. As the people see the necessity of

spending more money on the instruction of their children,

by raising their special tax two mills and doubling their

income from that source they can also double the amount

received from the State.

Ridge Road School, District No. 16.

Ridge Road is a two-teacher school, the principal is a

man and he is assisted by his wife. The school enrolled 45

boys and 30 girls the past session and had an average

attendance of 56 pupils, which is higher than the county
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average. The session was only 90 days, which is much too

short. The pupils were classified in eight grades, and the

attendance of large pupils was unusually good. The school

was well organized and thorough work was done in all

departments.

The two-room building was made by adding a new

classroom to a one-teacher house of the old type. The old

room is a large one with windows in the four sides. The

inside of it is ceiled and unpainted. The lighting in the

new room is better than in the old.but is not that of a modern

school building. It is also ceiled and unpainted. The school

is supplied with patent double desks and the ceiled walls

are painted for blackboards.

The total revenue the past year was $490.46, with a

balance of $4.96. The district has a special tax of two mills

and secures $66.00 term extension aid.

The great need at Ridge Road is more money for a longer

school term. Good teachers can not be kept at a school with

low salaries and short terms. A two-mill increase in the

special tax of the district would cost the taxpayers altogether

$66.19. But the four-mill tax would secure for the school

$200.00 State aid. In other words, for $66.19 increase to

the taxpayers the State's appropriation would be increased

$134.00. These additional funds would greatly help the

school and steps for securing them should be taken at once.

The time is not far distant when Ridge Road will want a

modern three-teacher building. The sooner it is secured the

better it will be for the education of the children and for the

intellectual and social improvement of the community. With

a modern building and with the suggested increase in school

revenue Ridge Road would be one of the best schools in the

county.

Magnolia School, District No. 47.

Magnolia is a one-teacher school with an enrollment of 24

boys and 22 girls, an average attendance of 31 pupils, and a

session of 120 days. Pupils were divided into nine grades.

The teacher was a man and did good work considering the

large number of classes.
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The building at Magnolia is another of the one-room and

L-shape kind, with windows all around. It is ceiled and

unpainted. The desks are home-made and painted walls

serve as blackboards.

The total revenue of the district was $436.88 and there is

a balance of $3.33. As there was a balance of $80.63 brought

forward last year the funds for the coming session will

likely be short. The district levies no special tax and con

sequently receives no State aid.

This school could easily become a two-teacher rural

graded school. The enrollment and the large number of

advanced pupils argue the need for two teachers in the

school. A four-mill special tax on the district with an en

rollment of 50 pupils would secure each year $200.00 State

aid, and this increase in the funds would likely provide the

two-teacher school. At any rate the patrons of the school

ought at once to make a beginning of school improvement

with such a step.

A modern two-teacher building is needed at Magnolia.

The present house has about served its usefulness. The

State and county building fund would provide about half

the cost of such a building as the Newberg building and the

people could well afford to raise the other half. With such

a house and with a four-mill special tax and $200.00 State

aid each year, Magnolia would be one of the county's best'

schools.

St. Michael's School, District No. 46.

St. Michael's is a one-teacher school taught by a man.

The enrollment the past session was 6 boys and 19 girls,

average attendance was 18, and the session 110 days. The

pupils were classified in five grades. The small enrollment

and only the lower grades gave the teacher good opportuni

ties for instruction.

The building at St. Michael's is not modern in design and

arrangement but adequate to the needs of the school. The

windows are in opposite sides and no cloak rooms are provid

ed. The house is ceiled and unpainted inside, painted out

side. It is furnished with double patent desks and the

painted walls are used for blackboards.
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The total revenue the past session was $445.58, with a

balance of $10.58. There is no special tax on the district

and there is no State aid. A large negro school in

the district brings in a considerable sum from the 3-mill tax.

With a special tax a splendid one-teacher school could

be maintained at St. Michael's. Only the elementary grades,

however, could be taught with thoroughness, and the

advanced pupils could secure better opportunities at Irmo,

four miles away.

Irmo School, District No. 45.

Irmo is a three-teacher rural graded school, taught by a

man and two ladies. The school enrolled the past session

61 boys and 43 girls, had an average attendance of 76 pupils,

and a 7-month session. The school has every mark of good

management, it was well organized and well taught. The

attendance of pupils in the higher grades was very gratify

ing.

The building at Irmo has been a process of growth, a

room being added as the attendance demanded. The result,

as is usual in such cases, is a building that does not conform

to modern ideas as to location of windows and does not

afford cloak rooms and other modern conveniences. The

house is well finished, is neatly painted outside and inside,

and shows care in its keeping. It is furnished with double

patent desks and hyloplate blackboards.

The total revenue of the district the past year was

$1602.22. This was entirely spent and $5.96 more. The

district levies a 4-mill special tax, which raises $272.20, and

the school receives $300.00 State aid as a rural graded school.

The greatest need at Irmo, as the figures show, is a larger

revenue. The only apparent way by which this can be se

cured is in the increase of the special tax. The interest of

the children in school is evidence of the interest at home in

their education, and it is apparent that the time is near

when this home interest ' will find it necessary to vote an

increase in the tax in order that the school may be kept up

to the standard.

Irmo is likely to become one of the good school centers

of Lexington county. But to do so it will be necessary to
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have a modern school building. A bond issue with State and

county aid would provide the funds for such a building as

is needed without laying too great a burden upon the tax

payers. The sooner this building is provided the better it

will be for the children and for the community.

Forkville School, District No. 44.

Forkville is a one-teacher school in the same district with

St. Andrews, another one-teacher school. The two schools

share a total revenue of $718.61, all of which, except one

dollar, was spent. The district levies a special tax of two

mills and receives $100.00 State term extension aid.

Forkville had a session of 125 days, enrolled 20 boys and

7 girls, with an average attendance of 19 pupils. The con

ditions for school work at Forkville were good and the lady

teacher was securing good results.

The schoolhouse has been erected in recent years, is well

constructed, but is not of modern design. Complete cloak

rooms are lacking and the windows are located on opposite

sides of the building. It will not be difficult or expensive,

however, to make of it a modern, one-teacher building. The

house is ceiled and unpainted. It is furnished with patent

double desks and with slated cloth blackboards.

Forkville and St. Andrews are too near to each other for

either to become more than a one-teacher school. Combined,

the one school could become at once a rural graded school

with two teachers, which would give to all the children more

thorough instruction and would offer more advanced work

than is possible in a one-teacher school. To effect this con

solidation sacrifices would likely be necessary on the part of

the people of both communities. But such sacrifices will

have to be made if the children of the district are to receive

the right kind of school advantages.

St. Andrews School, District No. 44.

St. Andrews is the older school in the St. Andrews dis

trict. It was taught by a man the past session and 16 boys

and 8 girls were enrolled, with an average attendance of 16

pupils. This school had a session of only 100 days, while

Forkville had 125. The two schools spent almost the same
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total amount in teachers' salaries, so the difference in session

must have been caused by the difference in monthly salary.

The St. Andrews building is a substantial, one-room house.

The painted exterior gives it a good appearance. It is ceiled

but unpainted inside. The windows are located in three

walls which location makes the arrangement of the lighting

objectionable. The building is a small one, but this lighting

defect could likely be remedied by properly locating cloak

rooms inside. The building is furnished with double patent

desks.

There is a splendid opportunity for a country school in

St. Andrews district in the consolidation of St. Andrews and

Forkville. The State and county aid under the State Build

ing Law would likely pay half the cost of such a modern

building as the district needs. With a bond issue the rail

road would pay a large part of the other half. So the cost

of the building to the people of the district would be light.

Two mills' additional tax ought then to be voted to enable the

school to qualify as a rural graded school and receive $200

State aid. These steps would make one of the best schools

in the county.

There is another possible development of the schools of

the St. Andrews district which is well worthy of considera

tion. The St. Andrews district could be consolidated with the

Irmo district. This would give the children in the upper

part of the St. Andrews district a better school than they could

possibly have by any other arrangement. It would be too

far for the small children in the lower part of the district to

go to Irmo, but an elementary school could be maintained by

the Irmo district for the benefit of these small children. In

all probability this would give the children of the entire dis

trict better high school advantages than any other scheme

of consolidation could offer.

Newberg School, District No. 51.

Newberg is a two-teacher school, taught last session by a

man and a lady. The building is one of the State two-teach

er plans carried out in detail. It is well finished and neatly

painted, presenting altogether an attractive appearance. It
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is furnished with double patent desks and hyloplate black

boards.

The school enrolled last session 43 boys and 53 girls, had

an average attendance of 71 pupils, and a session of 120

days. The school was well organized and there was evidence

of substantial work.

The total revenue of the Newberg district was $788.70,

and there is a balance of $99.75. The district levies a two-

mill special tax and on this tax receives $86 State term ex

tension aid.

From the enrollment and the splendid average attendance

figures it is apparent that Newberg needs another room to

its building and a third teacher to its school. As the house

was constructed according to the regular two-room State

plans, an additional modern classroom could easily be added.

The school ought to have received rural graded school aid

the past session. To have done so a four-mill special tax

would have been necessary. But while the additional two-

mill tax would have exacted from all the tax-payers in the

district $86.99 more, it would have secured from the State

under rural graded school aid $114 more than was received

under term extension aid.

But a three-teacher school is needed at Newberg. A four-

mill tax on the three-teacher basis would increase the reve

nue of the school $301, of which amount all the taxpayers

would pay $87. With due economy this sum, added to last

year's income, would be nearly sufficient to run a three-

teacher school seven months with a reasonable salary allow

ance. To be safe financially the district ought to vote three

mills increase in the tax and thus provide the best of country

school opportunities for the children.

Piney Woods School, District No. 50.

Piney Woods is a two-teacher school that needs a third

teacher. The enrollment last session was 48 boys and 45

girls, with an average attendance of 70 pupils, which is an

excellent average. The school was taught by a man and a

lady and the session was 120 days.
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The total revenue was $715.12, and there is a balance of

$3.47. The district has a special tax of two mills which

raises $91.75.

The building at Piney Woods was originally one of the

old, one-room type. This room has had another room added

in recent years to accommodate a second teacher. This room

was annexed in such way as to have the end attached to the

right side of the old building. This has been done in several

places in the State with thoroughly satisfactory results. But

at Piney Wood modern requirements as to lighting and the

location of cloak rooms were not observed. Another ad

dition is now needed, however, and when it is made some

mistakes in the former addition can be correeted. The

school is supplied with home-made desks and slated cloth

blackboards.

The greatest need at Piney Woods is an additional teach

er. With a four-mill specal tax this school could become a

rural graded school and receive from the State $200 for two

teachers and $300 if three teachers are employed. In other

words, at a total increased cost to the taxpayers of $91.75,

as a three-teacher school Piney Woods could increase its in

come from the State $209. This increase would make the

total income of the district $1,015. With this amount a

three-teacher school might have a seven-month term.

Since the visit of the State Supervisor to this school the

suggestions here made have already been carried out. An

other room has been added making the improvements sug

gested and two-mills more tax have been voted.

Cross Roads School, District No. 54.

Cross Roads is a one-teacher school, the teacher being a

man. The school enrolled last session 18 boys and 22 girls,

and as 38 pupils were enrolled the year before the school

seems to be about stationary as to growth. The average at

tendance last session was 26 and the term 120 days. The

pupils were classified in eight grades. As school was dis

missed soon after the arrival of the State Supervisor no

teaching was observed.

The building at Cross Roads is a large, one-room house

with windows in the four walls. It is ceiled and unpainted.
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It is furnished with home-made desks, and there is practi

cally no other teaching equipment.

The total revenue of the district was $377.71, which was

entirely spent. The district has no special tax and, there

fore, receives no State aid.

Eight grades are one grade more than can be well taught

in a one-teacher school, especially when the enrollment is as

large as 40. The need at Cross Roads is a consolidation with

another one-teacher school, perhaps with Martin school, so

as to provide for more advanced teaching than is possible

under present conditions. After consolidation a four-mill (

tax ought to be voted so that the school could receive $200

State aid ^s a two-teacher rural graded school.

Under the building law with State and county aid a mod

ern house could be erected at a suitable location without un

reasonable burden upon the patrons of the school. In this

way good school opportunities could be afforded the chil

dren, and at the same time better intellectual and social ad

vantages could be given the entire community.

SUMMERVILLE SCHOOL, DISTRICT NO. 55.

Summerville is a one-teacher school with an enrollment

the past session of 33 boys and 18 girls in eight grades, and

with an average attendance of 37 pupils. These facts show

the need of an additional teacher at Summerville. The

school had a session of 140 days and was taught by a man.

The total revenue of the district was $455.15, and there

is a balance of only $4.15. The district the past year voted

a two-mill tax and received $100 State term extension aid

The building at Summerville is a small one of the typical,

traditional, one-room type. There is a porch across the front

end, two doors entrance, and windows in three walls. It is

ceiled and unpainted. It is furnished with double patent

desks and painted walls serve as blackboards.

A new building at Summerville has been in contemplation

and it should soon be an accomplished reality. The present

house is not one that could be modernized to advantage, and

to make of it a satisfactory two-teacher building is an im

possibility.
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While voting on a special tax the district ought to have

voted four mills, for four mills would have enabled the school

to qualify for rural graded school aid when two teachers are

employed and to secure $200 State aid. This increased tax

and State aid would give the district a two-teacher school.

St. John's School, District No. 58.

St. John's is a one-teacher school with an enrollment of

14 boys and 12 girls, an average attendance of 19 pupils, and

a session of 120 days. There are eight grades in the school

and these are taught by a man. The day of the Supervisor's

visit the regular teacher was away and his wife and mother-

in-law were substituting. The school has every mark of good

organization and thorough teaching.

The building at St. John's is a neat, one-room house of the

old type. The windows are in the opposite sides and this is

the chief defect. The house is ceiled and painted outside

and inside. It is furnished with double patent desks and the

painted walls are used for blackboards.

The total revenue of the district was $439.62, with a bal

ance of $18.37. There is no special tax and no State aid.

There is a wealth of corporation property in St. John's

district, a railroad and a power plant. A two-mill special

tax, which would cost the resident taxpayers very little,

would give the district a revenue that would make possible

a school with the best of physical equipment and with suf

ficient teaching force to give the best of opportunities. The

need at St. John's is for the people to realize the advantages

of a two-mill tax in order that with it they may have one of

the best country schools to be found anywhere.

Peak School, District No. 57.

This is a two-teacher school, taught by brother and sister.

It enrolled last session 22 boys and 21 girls, and had an aver

age attendance of 35 pupils, which is remarkably good. The

term was 140 days. The pupils were well classified and good

work was being done.

The Peak building is another of the old type. It is one

large room with windows in the four walls. A partition about

seven feet high running lengthwise through the middle sep
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arates the two departments of the school. The house is ceil

ed and unpainted. It is furnished with double patent desks

and painted walls serve as blackboards.

The total revenue of Peak district was $817.64, and there

is a balance of $29.64. There is no special tax on the district

and the school receives no State aid.

Apparently Peak ought to be a strong school; there i3

sufficient property in the district to make it such. But the

building is inadequate and the revenue insufficient to mako

the school what it ought to be.

The needs are a new building and a four-mill tax to en

able the school to secure State aid. With these steps taken,

the enrollment would certainly reach the number, 50, requir

ed for a two-teacher rural graded school. A bond issue suf

ficient to build a three-teacher house would not tax the local

taxpayers heavily, as the railroad corporation would have to

bear its proportionate share. Likewise, the four-mill tax

would be levied upon the railroad. With this increase from

taxation and with the $200 State aid Peak could run a most

excellent two-teacher school.

Martin School, District No. 73.

Martin is a one-teacher school with a man teacher. As

the enrollment was 29 last session and 32 the year before, it

is likely not to exceed one-teacher conditions for some time.

The average attendance was 22 pupils and the term 115 days.

The building at Martin is one of the poor buildings of the

county. It is a small one of the usual one-room type, with

windows in three walls. It is ceiled and unpainted. The ex

terior walls have at some former time been whitewashed.

The desks are home-made and painted walls are used as

blackboards.

The revenue the past year was $246.37, and there is a

balance of $27.62. The district has a special tax of two mills

which raises $31.31, on which the district receives $31 term

extension aid.

The enrollment, the revenue, and the low property value

indicate that Martin could become a strong school of even

the one-teacher type only at heavy expense to the taxpayers.

The best interests of the children of this district would be
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served by consolidating Martin with another one-teacher

school and by thus building up a strong two- or three-teacher

rural graded school. Martin and Cross Roads combined

could build with the State and county aid a splendid three-

room house. To allow for future growth, which would sure

ly come, a three-classroom house would be needed. Then a

four-mill tax with the consequent State aid of $200 a year

would give the combined communities a good rural graded

school.

Pine Ridge School, District No. 48. .

Pine Ridge is a one-teacher school that employs a second

teacher a part of the session. This assistant is needed for

the entire session. At the time of the Supervisor's visit the

man principal was attempting the nine grades of work, an

impossible task for one teacher.

The enrollment was 33 boys and 38 girls, and the average

attendance for a session of 120 days was 45 pupils. The total

revenue of the Pine Ridge district was $583.15, with a bal

ance brought forward of $14.70. There is a special tax on

the district of two mills which raises $103.24, on which $100

term extension aid is received.

The building at Pine Ridge is a substantially constructed

two-story house, both stories being used for school pur

poses. Built years ago, it is not of modern design, being

without cloak rooms and having windows in the four walls of

both stories. It is ceiled and has never been painted. It

might be possible to modernize the house so as to make it

a fairly satisfactory two-story building.

A study of the revenue figures is convincing that they are

not sufficiently large to run a satisfactory two-teacher school.

As the school could receive as much as $200 State aid under

the Rural Graded School Law with a four-mill tax on the

district, two mills more ought to be voted for next year.

This step would increase the present income $103.24 locally

and $100 from the State, making a total increase of $203.24.

This would put the school on a sound financial basis.
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Macedonia School, District No. 49.

Macedonia is a two-teacher school, taught by two ladies.

They enrolled the past session 45 boys and 40 girls, had an

average attendance of 59 pupils, and had a session of 120

days. The pupils were classified in nine grades, which are

more than two teachers can thoroughly instruct with a full

enrollment.

The building at Macedonia is a typical, one-room house

with a partition across making the two classrooms. This

arrangement causes cross lights in the front room with the

windows on the opposite sides. In the rear room the win

dows are on three sides, which is fully as objectionable. The

house is ceiled and unpainted. It is furnished with patent

double desks and hyloplate blackboards.

The total revenue of Macedonia district was $845.67,

with a balance of $9.87. As the district brought forward for

last session a balance of $235.49, the funds for the coming

year will be considerably less than for last year. The dis

trict has a special tax of two mills which raises $87.58 and on

which the district received $87 State term extension aid.

A new building has been projected for Macedonia and

would have been nearly complete by this time had not dis

sension arisen over the location. Unfortunately it is rarely

ever possible to locate a building to suit all the patrons. As

a rule a schoolhouse ought to be located as near the center

of the school population as possible, which is generally near

the geographical center of the district. The people incon

venienced by such location ought to accept the will of the

majority as the will of all and make the necessary sacrifices.

At Macedonia the funds are not sufficient to support a

two-teacher school as it needs. Two mills additional tax

would cost the taxpayers $87.58. At the same time it would

secure from the State $113 additional aid and would add to

the district's income altogether $200.

The people of Macedonia ought to get together as to the

location of their building and erect a modern house after

State plans. Then by increasing their tax to four mills they

would have one of the best schools in the county.
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HIGH SCHOOLS

There are six high schools in Lexington county, namely,

Lexington, Leesville, Batesburg, Brookland, Swansea and

Chapin. All of these are State aided schools and received

last year from the State a total of $2,862. Lexington and

Batesburg have three full-time teachers in the high school

department and each of the others has two. Batesburg and

Leesville are the only ones with four-year courses, the others

having three-year courses.

As to buildings and equipment, all the high schools have

erected new brick buildings in recent years, except Swansea,

and this school has one now in course of construction. Every

one of these buildings is modern in design and arrangement

and correct as to the location of windows, cloak rooms, and

other modern conveniences. Brookland soon outgrew her

new building and a few months ago voted additional bonds

amounting to $8,500 for enlargement and with the bonds

two-mills additional special tax for school support. Chapin

school is now crowded to its capacity. The people of this

community have been generous in voting bonds and special

taxes for building and school support, and in spite of a de

termination to keep accommodations ahead of immediate de

mands the school facilities are now taxed to the limit. Lex

ington with like spirit and growth has provided this session

an annex to accommodate the overflow of pupils and has re

cently voted additional special tax for maintenance. Bates

burg and Leesville have also recently voted increases in their

special tax levies for school support.

Most of this increase in school accommodations has been

made to relieve pressure in the elementary grades of the

high schools. Especially has this been true of Brookland and

Swansea. Such effort is to be commended, for it is extreme

ly shortsighted to provide adequate physical accommodations

and teaching force for a high school department when the

elementary teachers are so crowded with pupils that founda

tion work can not be thoroughly done.
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From the foregoing it is apparent that it has been im

possible for the high schools of Lexington county to follow

other than the traditional curriculum of English, history,

mathematics, Latin and some science. Lack of laboratory

facilities and funds with which to pay the teachers has made

it impossible for the schools to do any notable work in ad

vanced high school science or any of the industrial subjects.

As all the schools of Lexington county make progress, the

support of high school instruction will increase, and the time

will soon come when the subjects of the new curriculum will

be prominent in the high school courses of study and when

the knowledge acquired by such study in the high schools

will be directed to the development of Lexington's resources.

These schools are well located with reference to county

service and development. Lexington is in the center of the

county, Chapin in the northern portion, Brookland on the

eastern side, Swansea in the southern section, and Bates-

burg and Leesville on the western side. Batesburg and Lees-

ville are so close together that they ought to combine their

high school efforts. One high school adequately supported by

both communities would be able to do a type of work unsur

passed anywhere.

As well distributed as these schools are, they are not

sufficient to give the children of the entire county the high

school opportunities that the children need. At least one

more high school is needed in the Dutch Fork section, one in

the Hollow Creek, one in the vicinity of Pelion, anovner m

the vicinity of Steedman, and still another somewhere be

tween Steedman and Lexington, perhaps near the Boiling

Springs school. There is not the support in these communi

ties at present for a vision of such a county high school sys

tem as this to be realized within the next few years. But

such a system is needed for the proper education of the

children. As the rural graded schools increase in numbers

over the county and as soon as the pupils cease ending their

efforts toward an education in so great numbers with the

4th, 5th, and 6th grades, there will come a demand for these

suggested high schools and with the demand will come ade

quate support.
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Negro Schools.

Any study of the school system of a county in South

Carolina would be incomplete without some reference to the

negro schools. At the time that the schools were visited for

this survey most of the negro schools were closed and the

State Supervisor of Rural Schools had little opportunity of

seeing the actual work in the negro schools. As has been

pointed out elsewhere in this bulletin, Lexington is preemi

nently a white county, and the negro school situation is not

a matter of so great concern in Lexington as in nearly all

the other counties.

There were in the county the past year 57 negro schools,

- nine of them being town schools. Twenty of the 77 school

districts have no negro schools at all in them. Five of the

negro schools were two-teacher schools and the others were

one-teacher. The county negro enrollment was boys 1430,

girls 1597, total 3027. The average number of pupils to the

school was 50 and the average number of pupils to the

teacher was 49. This average to the teacher is much lower

than the State average. The State average was 64 for the

session 1914-1915, and there was little improvement, if any,

the following session. The length of the negro school session

was : town schools 69 days, country schools 35, and county 40

days. The same figures for the year before were 76, 37, and

43. The average negro school session for the State 1914-

1915 was, town 111, country 63, and county 67. The figures

show the Lexington average to be much lower than the State

average.

There was the past year a total negro expenditure in the

county of $3,665.35, of which amount $3,549.35 went for

teachers' salaries. The average expenditure per pupil was,

therefore, $1.21. The same average for the session of 1914-

1915 was $1.27. The State average that year was $1.9.3,

which is considerably more than the Lexington average. The

average salary paid negro teachers the past year was $57.26.

The average the year before was $57.85, while the State av

erage for the same year was $112.31.

There were in the county the past year 62 negro teachers,

26 men and 36 women. Of these, 38 were first-grade teachers
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and 24 second-grade, there being no third-grade teachers

among them. The State Supervisor regretted that so few

negro schools were open during his visits and that so little

opportunity was afforded of seeing the actual school work.

The Supervisor is convinced, however, from the character of

the school work observed that the negro teachers of Lexing

ton as a class are superior to those of most counties in the

State. The negro teachers observed at work were for the

most part graduates or former students of one of the colleges

for negroes in Columbia, or of the State College at Orange

burg. They showed an intelligent interest in their work and

a right attitude toward all their problems. The premises

about the schoolhouses were well kept, and the conditions of

the buildings evidenced thoughtful attention. Everywhere

these teachers impressed the Supervisor as being unusually

competent to do their school work.

Conclusion.

In the discussion of the schools in this bulletin there has

been no attempt to make the treatment exhaustive. In de

scribing conditions and needs and in offering suggestions

only the essential points were touched upon. Every suggest

ion with reference to the individual schools is easily attain

able within three years. The plans offered for the develop

ment of a county high school system could be realized inside

of ten years. The changing of this vision of a county school

system into a reality depends upon educational leadership

and upon school support at the hands of the public.

The leadership must be found in the office of the county

superintendent of education. For this office to exercise it,

first of all the superintendent must have a salary that will

enable him to live by the work of the office. This salary

should secure for the office the entire time of the superintend

ent. In the second place, the superintendent should have

professional assistants as county supervising teachers. If

this vision is to be realized, the business details connected

with the office of the county superintendent of education will

consume the entire time of the superintendent. One super

vising teacher, therefore, is to be his assistant in supervising

the actual classroom instruction and in organizing the
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teachers of the county into a strong, professional teaching

corps. Another supervising teacher is needed to lead and to

assist the teachers in the introduction of industrial teaching

in the public schools of the county. Everywhere there is a

demand at present for such instruction. Under present

conditions it is impossible to introduce this work to any

considerable extent in our schools without supervisory as

sistance. In the "third place, there should be an office clerk

in the superintendent's office to care for all the small details

so that the superintendent and supervising teachers may

give their entire attention to the large matters of adminis

tration.

If the taxpayers of Lexington county will provide such

leadership and will then give this leadership their moral

and financial support when it comes to assist in developing

their individual schools, the people of the county will be

surprised at the progress that will be made in public educa

tion.
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