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REPORT

OF

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Navy Department, December 7, 1863.

Sir : The naval operations of the year have been varied and more arduous

as well as far more extensive than ever before under the government. A block-

ade commencing at Alexandria, in Virginia, and terminating at the Rio Grande,

has been effectively maintained. The extent of this blockade, according to an

accurate table of measurement carefully prepared at the Coast Survey office,

covers a distance of three thousand five hundred and forty-nine statute miles,

with one hundred and eighty-nine harbor or river openings or indentations, and

much of the coast presents a double shore to be guarded. In addition to the

coast blockade, a naval force of more than one hundred vessels has been em-

ployed in patrolling the rivers, cutting off rebel supplies, and co-operating with

the armies in the suppression of the rebellion. The distance thus traversed and

patrolled by the gunboats on the Mississippi and its tributaries is 3,615 miles,

and the sounds, bayous, rivers, and inlets of the States upon the Atlantic and

the Gulf, covering an extent of about 2,000 miles, have also been penetrated

and watched with unceasing vigilance.

The blockade is becoming more effective and complete. Progress has been

made in repelling the rebels from the coast, and circumscribing their limits.

The Mississippi and its tributaries have, after a protracted, persistent, and severe

struggle, in which the whole energies and efforts of the insurgents were engaged

to obstruct and prevent our success, been reopened to navigation and commerce.

As the rebels have never possessed an open port for either belligerent operations or

commercial purposes, nor a naval or commercial marine, their maritime trade

and proceedings have been chiefly derived from foreign adventurers and foreign

capital. If, in the early period of the war, the unscrupulous and unprincipled

traders who, in violation of law and public morality, embarked in illicit schemes

to violate the blockade, and furnish the rebels with supplies, were successful,

the general results of the year, now near its close, have been to them most dis-

astrous. The vigilance of our naval forces and the stringency of the blockade

have operated with great severity on those who have risen in arms against their
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country, and have caused heavy losses to those who have abetted, or have

been in sympathy with the rebellion. I do not propose in this report to enter

u])on the details of our naval operations since my last annual communication,

but shall append the official reports of the officers themselves which best narrate

their respective labors and achievements. No nobler encomium can be awarded

them than the plain statement of their deeds, and no summary can do justice to

their unassuming communications. The cruising grounds of the several block-

ading squadrons remain unchanged since my last report.

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee continues in command of the North Atlantic Squad-

ron, faithfully and ably discharging his duties in a position of great responsibility,

and, in some respects, of great embarrassment. Seconded and sustained as he

has been by officers of zeal and efficiency, the rivers of Virginia and the sounds

of North Carolina have been penetrated, watched, and guarded, as well as the

entire coast, so that all intercourse, with the rebels has been cut off with the

single exception of the port of Wilmington, to close which has been difficult

from its two inlets, thirty miles apart, flanked by extensive batteries. Some of the

fastest steamers from the Clyde and other quarters, of light draught, have, under

cover of darkness, succeeded in eluding capture, but most of even that descrip-

tion of vessels have fallen into our hands or been driven on shore. With these

exceptional cases, all foreign and coastwise commerce with the rebels has ceased

in that quarter. At Washington, Newbern, and elsewhere on the inner waters

of North Carolina, and also on the Nansemond, York, and other rivers of Vir-

ginia, our naval officers have been sleepless sentinels, and they have exhibited

examples of heroic bravery and daring in repelling the rebels and protecting

and succoring the army when in difficulty, which reflect honor on themselves

and the service.

SOUTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON.

The South Atlantic Squadron has continued to enforce the blockade with

vigilance and effect. It is not known that any vessels now elude the vigilance

of the fleet or effect communication with the rebels on that coast. So

long as the blockading force remained off Charleston, instead of getting within

the bar, the illicit trade at that point was prosecuted with some success, and no

vigilance or activity could wholly prevent it. With a view of interdicting all

traffic, and, if possible, of capturing Charleston itself, the original seat of insur-

rection and of disunion, preparations were made by this department, commencing

more than a year ago, for the occupation of the harbor and the reduction of the

defences. The completion of the iron-clad vessels was urged forward with all the

energy the department could infuse into the contractors, and such other efficient

vessels as could be made available were ordered to the squadron to add to its

power and efficiency. Delays and difficulties intervened, and it was not until

the 7th of April that a demonstration was made. On the afternoon of that day

Rear-Admiral DuPont, in the New Ironsides, accompanied by seven turreted
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vessels of the Monitor class and the gunboat Keokuk, proceeded up the harbor

and made a vigorous assault upon Fort Sumter. From some difficulty or de-

fect, the Admiral's ship was unable to get into action, but the others proceeded

onward to the attack and sustained a terrific concentrated fire from numerous

batteries.

Owing to the submerged obstructions, the character of which was not under-

stood, it was not deemed advisable to attempt a passage up to the city, and

after a contest of less than two hours, the signal was given to withdraw the

fleet. Bur comparatively slight injury was sustained by the turreted vessels,

and only one life was lost in this remarkable contest. No ships ever before sus-

tained such a concentrated fire, and the enduring qualities of this class of ves-

sels were fully proved. It was intended to have renewed the attack on the fol-

lowing day, but this intention was subsequently abandoned, and the vessels

were withdrawn from the harbor, under an apprehension that they could not

withstand the storms of the season and the fire of the rebel batteries. But im-

portant considerations rendered it proper that the force should remain inside the

bar, and orders were sent to Rear-Admiral DuPont to that effect.

The report of the superintending engineer as to the injuries which the turreted

vessels had sustained was satisfactory, and confirmed the government in its

determination to close effectually and completely the port, so as to prevent the

ingress or egress of a single vessel, and also to promote operations against the

defences in the harbor.

Rear-Admiral DuPont -having expressed a willingness to relinquish the po-

sition which he had occupied for eighteen mouths, Rear-Admiral Andrew PL
Foote was detailed to relieve him. That brave and distinguished officer pre-

pared with great alacrity and promptitude for the duty, but, when on his way
to his command, was seized with fatal illness and died in New York. PL's asso-

ciate and second in command, Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren, proceeded imme-

diately to Port Royal, and, on the 6th day of July, assumed command of the squad-

ron. A combined operation of naval and army forces, the latter under General

Gillmore, was instituted for the occupation and possession of Morris Island, on

the south side of the entrance to Charleston harbor. After a long and severe

struggle, the army operating upon land with the efficient co-operation of the

Monitors and the Ironsides, Morris Island with all its batteries was captured.

Sumter was soon made a pile of ruins by the fierce artillery of our forces,

although the rebels contrive to continue a small but powerless force there under

the protection of the surrounding batteries. In the slow operations of this pro-

tracted siege of over five months, as well as in the demonstration of the 7th of

April, both the resisting and attacking power of the monitors has been illus-

trated and proven.

Since the fleet under Admiral Dahlgren has remained inside the bar, and we

have had possession of Morris Island, the commerce of Charleston has ceased.

Not a single blockade-runner has succeeded in reaching the city for months,

and the traffic which had been to some extent, and with large profits, previously
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carried on is extinguished. As a commercial mart Charleston has no existence
;

her wealth with her trade, has departed. In a military or strategic view the

place is of little consequence ; and whether the rebels are able by great sacrifice

and exhaustion to hold out a few weeks more or less is of no importance.

The most marked and extraordinary conflict within the limits of this squadron,

or indeed in the service during the year, and in some respects one of the most

significant and instructive naval battles of the war, took place on the 17th

of June, in Wassaw sound, between the Weehawken, a vessel of the Monitor

class, and the formidable armored steamer Atlanta. Like the contest in Hamp-

ton Roads, in March, 1862, when the Monitor and the Merrimack were engaged,

this battle was between armored vessels and of great disparity in size, but the

result was vastly more speedy and decisive. The Atlanta was a powerful

steamer, had been iron-plated by the rebels, and prepared for war purposes

at immense expense. In the confidence of certain victory over her com-

paratively diminutive antagonists, the Weehawken and the Nahant, she was

accompanied by boats loaded with gay parties to witness hei* triumph, but the

brave officers and men of our turreted vessels knew their power and sought the

encounter. This battle was to test not only the vessels but the new fifteen-inch

ordnance, then for the first time brought into naval warfare, and concerning

which there had been, as well as with respect to the vessels themselves, some

variety of opinion. The conflict was so brief and decisive that only one of the

two monitor vessels, though not widely separated and each eager for the fight,

was able to participate in the engagement. The Nahant, having no pilot, fol-

lowed in the wake of the Weehawken, but before she could get into action the

contest was over. Such was the brevity of the fight that the Weehawken, in

about fifteen minutes, and with only five shots from her heavy guns, overpow-

ered and captured her formidable antagonist before the Nahant, which was

hastening to the work, could discharge a single shot at the Atlanta. This re-

markable result was an additional testimony in favor of the Monitor class of

vessels for harbor defence and coast service against any naval vessels that have

been or are likely to be constructed to visit our shores. It appears also to have

extinguished whatever lingering hopes the rebels may have had of withstanding

our naval power by naval means.

EASTERN GULF SQUADRON.

Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey has continued in command of the Eastern Gulf

Squadron, closely blockading the Florida peninsula from Cape Canaveral, on

the east, to Pensacola, on the west. There having been no important military

movements within these limits, a close watch of the coast and of the adjacent

waters has been maintained by the navy, resulting in the capture of many prizes,

and the almost entire annihilation of all illicit traffic. Some important boat

expeditions for cutting out vessels and destroying rebel salt-works have been

projected and executed with success. Lying adjacent to Cuba, and not far

distant from Nassau, the coast of Florida presented many available points for

eluding the blockade chiefly by small vessels, which were capable of penetrat-
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ing the shallow harbors and inlets which indent its shores. But the trade has

not been carried on with impunity—more than one hundred craft of various de-

scriptions have been cajptured or destroyed by this squadron during the current

year.

WESTERN GULF SQUADRON.

The duties of the Western Gulf Squadron have been diversified and exacting.

For a considerable part of the year Rear-Admiral Farragut felt himself compelled

to employ many of his most efficient vessels in active river service, co-operating

with the army, with a view to re-opening the navigation of the Mississippi, and

expelling hostile forces from its banks. Impressed with the great importance of

this work, and aware of the determination of the government to promptly and

firmly re-establish the national authority in that quarter, so that the ocean outlet of

the great central valley of the Union should be unrestricted and secure, Rear-Ad-

miral Farragut committed the subject of the coast blockade to others of his com-

mand, and devoted his unremitting personal attention to the energetic and vigorous

prosecution of the conquest of the rebels, to overcoming and reducing their bat-

teries, and to removing every obstacle with which they sought to oppose the navi-

gation of the river, or to resist the authorities of the Union. Soon after the capture

of New Orleans, in the spring of 18G2, and as the natural result of that event,

the naval forces formed a junction ; and could the army at that time have fur-

nished an adequate co-operating land force, the reduction of Vicksburg might

have been accomplished, and the occupation and navigation of the river easily

secured. But the omission to do this gave the rebels opportunity to im-

mensely strengthen Vicksburg, and also to fortify Port Hudson and Grand

Gulf in addition. What, therefore, might have been accomplished with com-

paratively little effort in the summer of 18G2, was a work of immense and almost

incredible labor and difficulty in 1863. It was indispensable that communica-

tion should be opened with Rear-Admiral Porter, of the Mississippi squadron,

and General Grant, both of whom were operating against Vicksburg. Rear-Ad-

miral Farragut, therefore, moved up in strong force from Baton Rouge in March,

intending to pass the batteries at Port Hudson, but only his own flag-ship, the

Hartford, and the Albatross were successful. With these he succeeded in ap-

proaching Vicksburg, and in communicating with Rear-Admiral Porter across the

peninsula. This gallant act of Rear-Admiral Farragut being effected, the navy

had command of the river between Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and was enabled

to establish a blockade of Red river, and thus intercept the supplies from Texas

destined for the rebel armies. The insurgents felt this to be one of the most

serious and fatal blows inflicted on them during the year, and from the effects of

it they have never recovered. This accomplished, the Admiral left his flag-ship,

the Hartford, and returning below by way of the Atchafalaya, he resumed opera-

tions for a final assault on Port Hudson. To meet the requirements of the oc-

casion a force was kept always ready to co-operate with the army in its move-

ments ; and on the part of the navy a continuous shelling of the place from

mortar boats, vessels, and a naval battery on shore, manned by seamen, was
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maintained, seconding the army. Nearly three thousand 13-inch shells were

thrown into the works by the mortar vessels, and the naval battery of four

9-inch guns, used as a breaching battery, performed good service. In conse-

quence of the capture of Vicksburg, on the 4th of July, the reduction of Port

Hudson became inevitable, and the garrison finally surrendered, on the 9th of

July, to General Banks, who, for some weeks, had besieged the place.

This was the last stronghold of resistance to the national authority on the

banks of the Mississippi.

The river being now opened to peaceful commercial pursuits, Rear Admiral

Farragut turned over to Rear Admiral Porter the entire control of the western

waters above New Orleans, and departed himself for that city. Deeming that

his long service and useful labors of eighteen months entitled this gallant officer

to special consideration, the department tendered him a respite, which he ac-

cepted, and Commodore H. H. Bell, the next officer in rank, was appointed to

command the squadron in his absence.

The blockade of the Gulf has been, in the main, efficient and successful,

although reverses at Galveston and Sabine Pass occurred, and, for a time, reck-

less adventurers and foreign capitalists to some extent succeeded, by perverting

neutral privileges and fraudulently abusing neutral rights on the Rio Grande,

in carrying on illicit trade with the rebels through Matamoras. The Rio Grande

being the boundary between the United States and Mexico, is open to the

navigation of both countries, and could not therefore be blockaded. With a

knowledge of this fact a multitude of schemes were projected, and under the

disguise of neutral trade, Matamoras suddenly became a great commercial

mart for the rebels and their friends. But the shrewdly devised schemes

were soon interrupted with disastrous consequences to most of those who par-

ticipated in them, and the occupation of the Rio Grande and Brownsville has

put a final termination to the lately extensive commerce of Matamoras, which

is becoming as insignificant as it was before the rebellion.

MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON.

The Mississippi squadron has been actively engaged in successful efforts to

overcome the rebels and restore the national ascendency in the great central

valley of the Union.

Rear-Admiral Porter, whose activity, energy, and readiness of resources, emi-

nently fitted him for that command, has exhibited extraordinary vigor in various

naval expeditions on the Mississippi and its tributaries, and in zealous co-opera-

tion with the army in most of its important operations.

The capture of Arkansas Post, on the White river, in January, the destruction

of the batteries at Grand Gulf in May, and in co-operation with the army the

reduction of Vicksburg, which finally surrendered on the 4th of July, are the

most prominent of the remarkable achievements of this squadron, some of which
are marked by incidents of singular and romantic daring. In the Appendix to

this report will be found correct records of the extraordinary adventures attend-
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ing the efforts to get control of the Yazoo by sweeping from its channel the net-

work of torpedoes, explosive machines, and contrivances for submarine warfare,

near its confluence with the Mississippi. These efforts were followed by the novel

and singular "Yazoo Pass Expedition," and the expedition of " Steel's bayou and

Deer creek." On the right bank of the Mississippi scenes of interest were also

enacted by the hardy sailors and boatmen on the rivers of Arkansas and northern

Louisiana. The Cumberland and the Tennessee have been actively patrolled

by our vigilant and skilful naval officers, and the exciting chase of Morgan by

our steamers on the Ohio, over a distance of five hundred miles, intercepting him

arid his band when attempting to escape, naturally attracted the attention of the

country. But the great and important exploits of this squadron were in the

vicinity of Vicksburg, where the main strength of the naval as well as of the

military forces Avere centred. The magnitude of the defences of this place,

which were intended to repulse any force, naval or military, or both com-

bined, which could be brought against them, made the siege formidable, and

seemed for a time to defy all attempts at their reduction. In overcoming

them, the navy necessarily performed a conspicuous and essential part. For

forty-two days, without intermission, the mortar boats were throwing shells

into all parts of the city, and even into the works beyond it. Heavy

guns, mounted on scows commanded the important water batteries, and

for fourteen days maintained an incessant fire upon them. Thirteen heavy

guns were landed from the vessels, and officers and men (where they could be

spared) were sent to man them. The gunboats below the city, in co-operation

with the army, were continually engaged in shelling the place. During the

siege sixteen thousand shells were thrown from the mortars, gunboats, and

naval batteries upon the city and its defences before they capitulated.

The creation and organization of this large squadron, which has done such

effective service on the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries, extending over a

distance of more than three thousand miles, may be justly considered among the

most wonderful events of the times. It is but little over two years since we

had not a naval vessel on all these waters, where we now have a squadron of

one hundred vessels, carrying 462 guns, with crews amounting in the aggre-

gate to about 5, 500 men. Kentucky, Tennessee, and Arkansas, the upper

portions of Mississippi and Louisiana, and the southern portions of those States

which border on the Ohio river on the north, have been relieved and liberated

through the instrumentality of the gunboats acting by themselves, or in earnest

and cordial co-operation with the armies. Rear-Actmiral Porter has well sustained

the renown which the gallant and lamented Foote so nobly earned, and has

carried forward to successful results a larger and more powerful force than was

ever at the disposal of that heroic officer. In creating and organizing this

squadron, and arming and manning the vessels, it must not be forgotten that

the service labored under many and great disadvantages, for the government

had no navy yard or establishment of its own on which the department could

depend. In the absence of any governmental yards, shops, storehouses, and
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other necessary facilities and aids for a naval establishment, and also of me-

chanics and workmen, it became necessary to collect and send ont and receive

supplies from some central and secure position. This work has been performed

chiefly at Cairo, under the superintendence and management of officers who

have devoted themselves to their less conspicuous but not less indispensable

work with an assiduity and labor not surpassed even by their more active

associates who were facing the enemy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

Allured by high prices and the prospect of gain, mercenary adventurers as

well as rebels and rebel sympathizers have .continued to carry on to some extent

illicit and contraband traffic between Maryland and Virginia, rendering it neces-

sary to maintain a considerable force on the Potomac. The flotilla, under com-

mand of Commodore Harwood, has kept a close watch and guard to intercep-

and prevent, as far as possible, communication with the rebels, and many cap-

tures have been made ; but the punishment inflicted on those who attempt to

deal with traitors and furnish them supplies has been so light, that these petty

contrabandists, as well as the more open blockade-runners have carried on their

employment with some degree of impunity. In one or two instances armed

bodies of men have appeared on the Virginia shore, as if with the intention of

molesting navigation, but they have abruptly fled on the approach of a gunboat.

To guard against possible contingencies at the time of the invasion of Maryland

and Pennsylvania, which terminated in the battle of Gettysburg, vessels were

stationed at what wTere deemed available points along the upper waters of the

Chesapeake to co-operate with the military authorities. A gunboat was sent up

the Susquehannah to Havre de Grace, another up the Gunpowder, a third up

the Backwater, while one was also posted at Annapolis, and another at Wil-

mington.

PACIFIC SQUADRON.

The force in the Pacific remains the same as at the date of my last annual

report, with the addition of the Saginaw and the Farallones, storeship, at

Acapulco.

Acting Rear-Admiral Charles H. Bell continues in command of the squadron,

and has attended to our interests in that quarter. The vigilance of this officer

and of Captain Thomas 0. Selfridge, commandant of the navy yard at Mare

Island, with the active co-operation of the custom-house and revenue authorities

on our western coast, has intercepted and suppressed all attempts to fit out rebel

piratical cruisers on the Pacific.

The schooner J. C. Chapman was detected in the harbor of San Francisco

in the month of May last, and seized by the sloop-of-war Cyane, with men,

armament, and military supplies on board, evidently intended to prey upon

our commerce. Some indications of a scheme to fit out a rebel cruiser having

been communicated by our consul at Victoria, Admiral Boll despatched the

Saginaw to Washington Territory to ascertain the facts, and, if necessary, to
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take prompt measures in regard to them. Although it was ascertained that some

proceedings had taken place sufficient to give rise to reports of a design to fit

out a piratical craft under the rebel flag from British waters, there were no

substantial grounds to apprehend that such a scheme could be carried into

effect, especially in view of the friendly disposition and earnest resolve of the

colonial authorities to discountenance and prevent such illegal proceedings.

The Saginaw, therefore, returned to San Francisco from a satisfactory mission

to the northwest coast. The vessels of this squadron have during the year

visited the principal ports on the Pacific coast, and by their presence strengthened

our diplomatic and consular representatives, and imparted a feeling of security

to American citizens and American interests wherever they have appeared.

VESSELS IN THE EAST INDIES

In the East India and China seas the Jamestown and the Wyoming have

guarded American interests during the past year, and, with the exception of a

disturbance which it is to be regretted occurred at Japan, all has remained quiet

in that region. In the month of July, while the Wyoming was at Yokohama,

information was received that the American steamer Pembroke had been fired

upon by Japanese vessels. Commander McDougal immediately proceeded to

the locality of the outrage, where he was fired upon from six land batteries, and

a naval force consisting of a steamer, a bark and a brig. An action of one hour

followed, in which it is stated that the steamer of the enemy was blown up, the

bark sunk, and the brig made a complete wreck in her upper works, while

considerable damage was done to the land batteries. The Wyoming withdrew

after thus vindicating the honor of the American flag, having sustained a loss of

eleven killed and wounded.

THE NAVAL FORCE.

I have mentioned in former reports that the naval force at the commencement

of this administration consisted of 76 vessels, and of these only 42 were in com-

mission. The additions which have since been made have elevated the country

into a first-class naval power. In the following table an exhibit is presented of

the actual number and description of our naval vessels at the date of my last

report and at the present time.

Comparative exhibit of the navy, December, 1862 and 1863.

Navy at the date of present report .—
Navy at the date of last report

Increase, exclusive of those lost

No. of

vessels.

588
427

161

No. of

guns.

4,443
3, 268

Tonnage.

1,175

467, 967
340, 036

127, 931
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Vessels of the navy lost since December, 1862.

In what manner lost.

Captured
Destroyed to prevent falling into hands of rebels

Sunk in battle or by torpedoes

Shipwreck, fire, and collision

Total

No. of No. of

vessels. guns.

12 48
3 29
4 28
13 61

32 166

Tonnaere.

5,947
2, 983
2, 201
4,854

15, 985

Vessels placed under construction since December., 1862.

Description. No. of

vessels.

No. of

guns.
Tonnage.

Double-end iron steamers 1,030 tons each
Single turret iron-clads 614 tons each
Double turret iron-clads 3, 130 tons each
Clipper screw-sloops 2,200 tons each
Screw-sloops, spar-deck 2,200 tons each ....

7

20
4

12
8

5
2

84
40
16

96
160
40
16

7,210
12, 280
12, 520
26, 40O
17,600

Screw-sloops of great speed 3,200 tons each
Screw-sloops of great speed— 3,000 tons each

16,000
6, 000

Total 58 452 98, 010

General cxliibit of the navy when the vessels under construction are completed.

No. of

vessels.

Iron-clad steamers, coast service .

Iron-clad steamers, inland service

Side-wheel steamers _ . . 1

Screw steamers
Sailing vessels

Total

46
29

203
198
112

588

No. of

guns.

150
152

1,240
1,578
1,323

4,443

Tonnage.

62,518
20, 784

126, 517
187,892
70, 356

467, 967

There have been added to the navy during the past year, by purchase, some

thirty tugs, over fifty steamers for blockading and supply purposes, and over

twenty other vessels for tenders and storeships. At least twenty of the steamers

were captured in endeavoring to violate; the blockade.

IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVAL VESSELS.

Upon the assumption that the United States are to occupy a leading position

among maritime nations, a primary object with the government must be the

^maintenance of a naval force adequate for defence against all foreign aggres.
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sion. The thorough transformation which has taken place in the character of

naval warfare is the result of a change not less complete in the character and

structure of naval vessels. The sailing ships-of-war, whose construction had

been brought almost to perfection, were superseded first by paddle-wheel steam-

ers, and they in turn have given place to vessels propelled by submerged

screws. Steamers, however, are liable to disaster in battle from which sailing

vessels are exempt. A single chance shot may totally disable the most pow-

erful steamer ; and this exposure, rendering vessels of this class unsafe and

dangerous, has led to precautions and safeguards for their protection in the

form of iron armature, by which a first class man-of-war is made invulnerable

to the ordnance formerly used in naval warfare. But this new form of defence

has developed with it a corresponding improvement in the form and force of

attack ; and thus the proper naval armament of the present day, consisting of

ordnance of a calibre, reach, and power heretofore regarded as impossible, has

become as novel and experimental as the new naval structures and defences

which it is intended to assail. These successive changes, introducing into

naval war vessels powerful machinery to insure speed, armature for its protec-

tion, and heavy ordnance for assault, have led to a necessary constant increase

in the size of our ships, until the attainment of sufficient dimensions for a first

rate man-of-war steamer, properly armored, and with suitable armament and

room for supplies, requires proportions which at first view seem enormous. Yet

without such greatly augmented size, the essentials of invulnerability, speed,

heavy armament, and space for the necessary supplies for cruizing operations,

cannot all be secured.

In the responsible task of applying to naval vessels and naval armament the

principles which modern invention and improvement have developed, the depart-

ment has been compelled to pursue a path hitherto, to a great extent, unexplored.

The Monitor class of armored ships, with revolving turrets and few guns of

heavy calibre, has proved itself to be well adapted for harbor defence and coast

service, and in some emergencies these vessels, from their great powers

of endurance, have shown themselves to be efficient and serviceable in

offensive operations. This form and description of vessel, which origi-

nated in the inventive genius of Captain John Ericsson, will perform not

only all that should be expected of them to make our harbors secure,

but, when of enlarged capacity, may supersede ships of higher preten-

sions. To maintain our rightful maritime position, and for predominance upon

the ocean, vessels of greater size than any turreted vessel yet completed may be

essential. Not only must they carry guns of a heavier calibre than have here-

tofore been used at sea, but in order to make long cruises, and to cope success-

fully with any force, these vessels must have all possible strength, endurance, and

speed. Their structure must, therefore, afford space enough for full sailing power,

and for the most powerful steam machinery, and the large supplies of fuel needful

to keep it at work. Being, unlike the other great maritime nations, without

distant colonies, where coal depots can be established on the shore of almost



XIV EEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

every sea, we must conform to the necessities of our condition, and build ships

with capacity enough to take on board fuel sufficient for a long cruise. The

space for other supplies, for munitions of war, and for the accommodation of

officers and crews, should also be ample, and, in addition to this, each of these

vessels must, in order to accomplish its work, present in its construction, armor,

armament and propulsion, all the power that the resources of modern invention

and mechanical science and art can furnish for attack, resistance, and pursuit.

A vessel of this description must, of course, cost a large price. But then a

wise statesmanship will not fail to perceive that the possession of even a very

few such unconquerable ships must, while vastly augmenting the force and

renown of our navy, afford us, at the same time, an inestimable guarantee of

peace with foreign nations ; nor, in counting the cost of such floating structures,

can we forget that, large as that cost may be, it yet sinks into insignificance in

contrast with the expenditures and sacrifices of a single year, or even a month

of foreign war.

In order that we may have at our command a navy which shall fulfil these

unexampled and exacting conditions of efficiency, a commensurate public

establishment for its construction and preparation is indispensable. A navy

yard on a large scale, and, in many respects, of a new plan, amply furnished

with all the proper facilities and aids for its operations, where machinery for

steamers can be manufactured, iron vessels constructed, iron armature made

and tested, and repairs of every description executed, is an absolute necessity.

In view of these facts, I had the honor, on successive occasions, to urge this

matter upon the attention of the last Congress ; and the omission of that body

to take even the preliminary measures towards the procurement and formation

of such an establishment is a misfortune which the country is now made to feel.

The nature of the service to which our naval vessels have been subjected by

long and continuous blockade, their exposure during all weathers and seasons, the

necessity of keeping them under constant steam or their fires banked ready for

any emergency, have put them to severe tests. Of course all vessels must at

times be withdrawn for repair and refitment, and steamers subject to such hard

usage must often be seriously damaged. Weeks and sometimes months have

been required for the renovation or restoration of their engines and machinery.

Such delay has been still further protracted by the inability of our public yards

and shops to execute the work, and the department, depending in a great degree

on private industry, has been in a constant struggle to despatch the steamers

sent in for repairs. The limited facilities for manufacturing and repairing steam

machinery at the public navy yards render them totally inadequate to meet a

moiety of the demands made upon them. Even with the aid of private estab-

ments, no inconsiderable portion of our naval force is waiting, unemployed, and

detained from active service to the injury of the country. As an instance of

the delay attending the repair of our ships and the insufficiency of our public

works to meet our wants, it may be mentioned that the steam frigate Niagara,

ordered to Boston for repair and refitment, was detained fourteen months for its
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completion. I again, therefore, most earnestly invoke the attention of Congress

to the manifest and inauspicious fact that our government has made no sufficient

provision in its public establishments for the existing requirements of naval

warfare. So long as our ships-of-war were to be built of wood and propelled

by sails, our facilities for their construction were ample and complete. At

former periods the government, in view of its then present and prospective

wants for naval purposes, incurred large expense in establishing dock-yards

and otherwise providing for the service, but new defences and armament, vessels

of iron, new motive power, and different material in their structure, require new

dock-yards and workshops; the introduction of steam, the submerged propeller,

the iron vessel, the armored ship, call for a different description of artisans, as

well as different materials and workmanship. Our country is better prepared

for this change than almost any other maritime nation, for we have but few

sailing vessels of the large class, and these few to which steam cannot be ap-

plied may be used to advantage for other than lighting purposes ; one of them,

the Vermont, has been fitted and used as a storeship, and the New Hampshire?

formerly the Alabama, a ship-of-the-line, is being prepared for a similar purpose.

They are each available and useful for this object, are adapted to it in every re-

spect, and can be made capable of defence against attack. But for cruising and

the objects held in view in their construction, these magnificent specimens of

the old naval architecture and of the skill of our mechanics, although in their

day they elevated the naval dignity and attested the power of the republic,

haye now become comparatively useless.

The strength and durability of wooden vessels are in some respects inferior to

those made of iron, and consequently they are less capable of sustaining the

heaviest armament, and when they are plated with iron the disparity is increased.

Consequently large ships-of-war, by which maritime supremacy is to be achieved

and maintained, will, in all probability, be ultimately constructed chiefly of iron.

The comparative advantages and disadvantages of iron and wood as the

material to be used in the construction of vessels are obvious and practical.

Among the considerations in favor of iron-clad vessels with hulls of wood are

the rapidity with which they can be built, the abundance of material on our

whole coast, and the facility with which workmen can be procured. Such ves-

sels, moreover, can be coppered, and thereby retain their speed for a longer period.

They will be less affected by a solid shot below the armature or plating, and

the fracture made by the shot can be more easily mended. The disadvantages

of wooden vessels are want of strength, as compared with those of iron struc-

ture, and the more rapid decay of the material, particularly when covered with

iron plating; the action of the immersed iron armor on the copper sheathing

near it, causing the copper to become foul and the immersed armor plates to

waste; the difficulty of keeping the vessels tight under the armor plates, and

the probably greater damage to which they are exposed from shells. On the

other hand, the greater strength of iron permits the construction of ships of

greater size and finer lines ; and having greater internal capacity, they can be
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at any time inspected in all their parts, are safe from fire, and are better

protected from great leaks, as they can have water-tight compartments ; their

repairs can generally be more easily made, and, from their great durability,

they are probably in the end not more costly. An iron vessel, moreover, can

be taken from the water and placed on land for preservation, which cannot be

done with wooden vessels. The disadvantages of iron vessels are the serious

local weakness of the thin plates composing the bottom of an iron ship ; the danger

that would result from getting on rocks or submerged obstructions ; their liability

to rapidly become foul in salt water, whereby their speed becomes greatly impaired,

thus requiring to be frequently docked for cleaning; the great danger from a shot

striking below the armor plating as they roll; the injury caused by the splinters

of iron when the plates are broken or smashed by shot ; the corrosion inside from

bilge-water; the difficulty in making temporary repairs of shot holes; and the

limited number of artisans yet to be procured having skill in this description of

employment. It should also be borne in mind that, while we have several navy

yards for building wooden vessels, the government possesses not a single yard

and establishment for constructing those of iron, nor even for making plates and

shafting.

While the principal attention of the department has, in this crisis of our affairs,

been necessarily given to present and more pressing necessities, it has, neverthe-

less, kept in view the important end of establishing our naval power on a perma-

nent basis. Proposals were issued for an iron-clad ship of the largest class, (un-

der the authority contained in the appropriation bills,) but the cost, as shown

by the propositions received for a ship of the necessary magnitude, was so great

that it Avas deemed advisable to enter into no contract involving so large an ex-

penditure, except by the express sanction of Congress.

In order, however, that justice should, in some degree, be done to the naval

branch of the public service, and that it might be able to sustain its rightful position

upon the ocean in the event of a foreign war, the parties competing for the large

steamers were invited to make proposals for one of about half the proposed ton-

nage. One offer made under this invitation, at the most reasonable rate that could

be obtained, and which it was deemed the interest of the government not to ex-

ceed, was, with some modifications, accepted.

There are no parties in this country fully prepared to build iron vessels

of the magnitude and description proposed, and the present high prices of mate-

rial and labor unavoidably enhance the cost. The government itself is unpre-

pared to execute any such work, having no suitable yard and establishment, and

is consequently Avholly in the hands of private parties, to demand what they

think proper, and prescribe their own terms. On former and repeated occasions,

and elsewhere in this report, the department has fully expressed its opinion of

this policy and the necessity why the government should be prepared to build iron

vessels, and the necessary machinery, of the largest class.

Besides the turreted vessels for coast defence and large armored ships for

naval conflict, we need and should have steamers of high speed constructed of
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wood, with which to sweep the ocean, and chase and hunt down the vessels of an

enemy. Fortunately, we are able to supply ourselves with vessels of this de-

scription, and a competent and healthful competition exists for their construction.

A large portion of the establishments adapted to the construction of nautical

engines have been enlisted by the department in the manufacture of steam ma-

chinery for vessels building at the navy yards and at private establishments.

NAVY YARD AND ESTABLISHMENT FOR IKON VESSELS AND MACHINERY

In consequence of the omission of Congress to take any action on the subject

of enlarging the present circumscribed navy yard at Philadelphia, or to signify

its acceptance or rejection of League Island, tendered to the government for

naval purposes by the city of Philadelphia, or in conformity with my sugges-

tions to initiate means for establishing a suitable yard, workshops^ and docks for

an iron navy and the machinery and armature which modern improvements ren-

der necessary, no progress has been possible during the year on that important

subject. The government is destitute of a suitable establishment for the con-

struction or repair of iron vessels, their machinery or armature, nor has it any

place for preserving them when laid up in ordinary. Some proper and suitable

accommodations for vessels of this description are necessary where there is

fresh water, and, as stated in my communications to the last Congress, it,

has appeared to me that no place combines so many advantages as are to be

found on the Delaware, in the vicinity of Philadelphia. A commission of naval

and scientific gentlemen was appointed under the authority of Congress to

examine League Island, and also to "make a survey and examination of the

harbors of New London, Connecticut, and its surroundings, with reference to

its capacity and fitness for a naval depot and navy yard, and whether the public

interest will not be promoted by establishing a naval depot and navy yard in or

near said harbor of New London instead of League Island, and that they also

make the same investigation in regard to the waters of Narragansett Bay."

The majority of this board recommended the establishment of an additional

navy yard at New London. On that subject it is unnecessary that the depart-

ment should express an opinion. It is a question for Congress, which instituted

the inquiry, to. decide whether an additional navy yard on the old plan is want-

ed at New London, and should it be in the affirmative it will be the duty of

this department to carry that decision, when made, into effect.

But aside from and independent of the question of an additional navy yard,

is that of more extended accommodations and more ample facilities on the Del-

aware than we now have in the narrow and wholly insufficient limits of the

navy yard at Philadelphia. Those limits, as stated by the chief of the Bureau

of Yards and Docks in his able and practical report, can be enlarged to about

double the present area by purchase at an expense of about $300,000; but with

that addition the yard would still be wholly inadequate to the public necessities,

and too small for such an extensive establishment as the wants of the govern-

ment require. It would undoubtedly be the part of wisdom and true economy

2
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to procure ground with ample water front for such an establishment as the in-

creasing public wants demand, in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and so soon as it

can be made available to dispose of the present grounds and apply the proceeds

towards improving the new location.

The chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, whose experience and judg-

ment entitle his opinions to consideration, suggests another locality than League

Island, at Marcus Hook, a few miles below Philadelphia, on the right bank of

the Delaware, which he supposes may, perhaps, be procured at a reasonable

rate. From the examination which I have been enabled to give this subject, I

am not prepared to say that the advantages are, to my mind, such as to coun-

terbalance those attainable at League Island, which has been tendered to the

government for its acceptance, nor is there assurance that land near Marcus

Hook can be procured at any price. Either place, however, might, I apprehend,

be satisfactory, and, as I have already stated to Congress, there is no doubt that

for the purposes of a navy yard, and establishment for an iron navy and its

wants, the banks of the Delaware present advantages that are not to be found

elsewhere in the United States. Prompt and judicious action by the legislative

branch of the government upon this subject is, in my judgment, urgently need-

ed, and will, when it shall have been had, be carried into effect by this depart-

ment with all possible activity.

NAVAL DEPOT ON THE MISSISSIPPI.

I deem it proper to again allude to the expediency of establishing at no

distant day a naval depot, yard, and foundry at some accessible and suitable

point on one of the rivers in the valley of the Mississippi. The selection of

an appropriate location for this purpose, where vessels can be constructed and

repaired, is a question of national importance. The United States have at this

time one hundred naval vessels, on the Mississippi and its tributaries. Iron and

coal, as well as wood, with all the materials for ships-of-war, are abundant, and

may be found contiguous to eligible situations.

Steamers of iron will endure for years in fresh water, and the naval vessels

which the government may place on those rivers will be preserved. Should

the projected water communication connecting the northern lakes with the great

interior rivers by an enlarged ship canal be carried into effect, the Mississippi

squadron could be made available for the defence of our northern frontier when

circumstances required it.

EDUCATION OF ENGINEERS, &c.

To attain and maintain our true position as a naval power, the best talent in

the country must be found among the officers who are to conduct the varied

operations of the service, and adequate provision to secure such ability and

accomplishment should command the attention of those who have charge of our

naval affairs. Our naval school is producing officers of skill, well educated for

their profession
;
yet if our ships and steam machinery are not at the highest
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attainable point of perfection, and the engineers are not skilful, the education and

accomplishment of our officers will be unavailing to give us the naval superiority

we should obtain.

By the introduction of steam into naval operations a new corps is engrafted

into the naval service of men combining science with mechanical skill and genius,

whose professional attainments and practical power demand the fostering care of

the government. Our naval engineers, like those of the army, should be thor-

oughly educated to their profession, for on them the motive power of our vessels

and the efficiency of our steam machinery must hereafter depend. Steam en-

gineering should indeed be one of the important studies of all naval officers,

and should be taught at the Naval Academy. It would be well to encourage

such young men as exhibit aptness for mechanical studies to cultivate their

peculiar talents, whether as naval constructors or engineers, in that department

in which they can render the highest public service. Other governments pur-

sue this course, and we shall find our advantage in giving similar encouragement

to the young men of our own country.

It is a question, indeed, as sails are subordinate to steam, whether every officer

of the line ought not to be educated to and capable of performing the duties

which devolve upon engineers. The means of acquiring practical as well as

theoretical knowledge of the subject should be furnished by the government,

and it would be well if every midshipman were to receive instruction in this now

important branch of his profession. If the public is not yet prepared to com-

bine what at present are two distinct pursuits, and make every naval officer an

engineer as well as a sailor, I would recommend the formation of a class at

the Naval Academy of youths, giving a preference to those who may have

already evinced mechanical skill and aptitude for engineering, who might be

educated with special reference to their profession as engineers. After two

years' study they could be received into the corps by conferring on them the

appointment of third assistant engineers and assigning them to duty. The

naval service and the country have suffered injury that can scarcely be estimated

from the want of thorough, capable, and well educated engineers. Many of our

most efficient vessels have been disabled and crippled in the midst of their

cruise, and sometimes even at the very commencement of their service, in con-

sequence of the incapacity of the engineers, whereby the country has been

deprived not only of the use of the vessel for weeks and sometimes for months,

but the officers and crew have been constrained to inactivity instead of being-

employed against the enemy. Some measures are necessary to correct and

prevent these disasters, so injurious to the country, and I know of none so

thorough and complete as that of publicly educating and training engineers to

the service. The most important branch of study at the Naval Academy is,

very appropriately, seamanship. A general knowledge of the application and

use of steam and of practical mechanics should follow as almost equally essen-

tial. Line officers of the navy, of whatever rank, should, moreover, have the
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privilege of attending lectures and pursuing the study of steam, mechanics,

and, indeed, every branch that may be taught at the Naval Academy, and it is

recommended that arrangements be made for carrying into effect these sug-

gestions. Having recommended the enlistment and training of boys for the

navy, I deem it scarcely less important to suggest the policy of giving employ-

ment to our seamen in time of peace. Our commercial marine and fisheries have

been and are valuable nurseries for sailors, on which the government must

rely in time of war for such additions as may be necessary to its force of

thoroughbred naval seamen. But to build up and sustain a navy that shall

be capable of asserting and maintaining the rights and honor of the country,

the government, in peace as well as in war, must foster that hardy and adven-

turous class who, in every conflict, at home and abroad, have always gallantly

upheld the flag. A formidable navy at the commencement of our present dif-

ficulties would have caused foreign nations to abstain from aiding the rebels

and brought the war to a speedy conclusion. Why might not the government,

in time of peace, employ its own fast steamers for ocean mail service, and, per-

haps, other important transportation, such as carrying specie and packages of

small bulk but high value 1 A slight armament of few guns on national vessels

would be sufficient to exercise the men and to give character and security to

the ship. Fronting as our country does on the two great oceans, this

system would insure to us, 1st, vessels built and ready, at all times, for

fighting purposes ; 2d, an organization of able and efficient officers, with

well trained and educated seamen, actively employed and always ready

for naval service ; 3d, rapid mail communication with different parts of the

world ; the whole furnishing a nucleus for the navy, where both its officers

and better class of seamen would be constantly improving and fitting them-

selves for the highest public usefulness. No better school or training could be

instituted for modern naval warfare, when seamanship is so much in advance of

that which prevailed when only sailing vessels were known to the navy. Such

a system would, besides being a nursery for the navy, contribute to the expan-

sion of our commerce, which it would stimulate and encourage, and with which

it would not come in competition. Under it the naval and merchant service

would fraternise and be educated together when the country is at peace, and in

time of Avar would combine the power of both for national purposes. Such

employment of our national vessels would conduce to the interests of peace.

These suggestions are intended to invite the attention of Congress to the im-

portant subject of establishing some system for the permanent benefit of the

navy after the present hostilities have ceased.

VOLUNTEER OFFICERS—PROMOTIONS, &c.

The important service rendered by volunteer officers, and the courage and

skill displayed by them, as also their adaptation to the profession, commends

them to the consideration of Congress. While it cannot be expected, and would

not be desirable, to incorporate permanently into the Navy all who hold tempo-
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rary appointments, there are among them some whose abilities and worth should

not be lost to the service. Those who have served long and faithfully, and by

their conduct, zeal and ability merit it, should be promoted to volunteer lieuten-

ant commanders, and a limited number of volunteer officers might be brought

into the line.

It would doubtless conduce to the benefit of the service were officers of the

line to undergo an examination for promotion to successive grades after leaving

the academy until they attain the rank of commander. Such a regulation Avould

avoid the necessity for retiring boards, and be an incentive to excellence and a

just reward to those who strive to acquire professional knowledge after grad-

uating from the academy, and entering on their career of active duty. Such a

rule is established with the Engineer corps and Medical officers, and is product-

*ve of beneficial results. A like rule should be established with assistant pay-

masters, who ought not to be promoted until after the ordeal of an examination.

Suitable means should be taken to receive, prepare and train boys for the

naval service. For this purpose one of the old ships of the line, now useless

for cruising, might be stationed at some suitable place, perhaps at the Naval

Academy, where boys between the ages of twelve and eighteen might be enlisted

and educated as seamen. The sons of sailors and others in the public naval

and military service should be entitled to consideration for admittance to this

school-ship, and it would be well to select annually from those most proficient,

at least five to be transferred to the Naval Academy as midshipmen. The same

ship might, if judged expedient, also answer for such a gunnery practice vessel

as has been frequently recommended by the Bureau of Ordnance.

PIRATICAL ROVERS

The recognition of the rebels as belligerents by the principal maritime powers

at the commencement of hostilities, gave strength and character to the insurrec-

tion, which it could never have had but for that recognition. A declaration of

neutrality between the belligerents went abroad from governments with which we

were in amity, carrying with it the semblance of fairness, but which in its opera,

tion is most unjust towards this government and country. The United States had

an extensive commerce which penetrated every sea, while the rebels were with-

out commerce or ships. The United States had a navy, and squadrons on

almost every ocean; the rebels had not a single armed vessel at home or abroad.

With a full knowledge of these facts, the principal maritime powers of Europe

hastened to recognize the rebels as belligerents, and to declare that both the

belligerents should be treated alike in their ports; that the public armed

vessels of neither should remain more than twenty-four hours in their

harbors nor receive supplies or assistance, except such as might be abso-

lutely necessary to carry them home, and for three months thereafter they

should not again receive supplies in any of the ports of those governments.

While this proclaimed neutrality did not affect a single ship of the rebels, for
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they had not one to be affected, it excluded the naval vessels of the United

States from the ports of the principal maritime powers throughout the world,

except under the restrictions enumerated.

When the Sumter, a vessel stolen from our merchants, made her escape and

went abroad armed, but without a recognized nationality, to seize and destroy

our merchantmen upon the high seas, she found, unlike the Algerine corsairs,

refuge and protection within the maritime jurisdiction of the great European

powers with whom the United States were in friendship ; and finally, after being

followed by our cruisers into the harbor of Gibraltar, she was permitted by the

authorities to remain not only twenty-four hours, but more than twelve months,

and was eventually transferred to an English purchaser, went to an English port'

was refitted and left the English shores with a contraband cargo, and has since

run the blockade, carrying supplies to the rebels.

The Alabama, the Florida, the Georgia, are armed cruisers built in England,

have an English armament on board, and are manned by crews who are almost

exclusively European. Sailing sometimes under the English and sometimes

under the rebel flag, these rovers, without a port of their own which they can

enter, or to which they can send a single prize for adjudication, have roamed

the seas, capturing and destroying the commercial ships of a nation at peace

with Great Britain and France; but yet, when these corsairs have needed repairs

or supplies they have experienced no difficulty in procuring them, because it

had been deemed expedient to recognize the rebels as belligerents. Not one of

the many vessels captured by these rovers has ever been judicially condemned

as a legal capture. Wanton destruction has been the object and purpose of the

captors, who have burnt and destroyed the property of their merchant victims.

This theory of recognizing rebels as belligerents so soon as they lift their

arms against the government, and thus declaring them entitled to national priv-

ileges on the high seas and in the harbors of the world, although without a port

or navy of their own, is the inauguration of a new policy in the history of

nations. For a long succession of years it has been an important point in the

progress of civilization, and particularly among the maritime powers, that the

police of the seas should be guarded and maintained by the subjection of cap-

tures to the adjudication of tribunals administering the law of nations, which

receive from the hands of the captor his prize into the custody of that law to be

disposed of by its rules ; but the course pursued in fostering and giving encour-

agement to the rebel robbers who, without a recognized national flag or a port

at their command, or any means of bringing their captures to judgment, are

committing their predatory acts, is a restoration of that Algerine and Tripolitan

system which long afflicted the civilized world, but which, under the lead of

our government, was exterminated in the early part of the present century.

Thus far these rovers have escaped capture. While in the West Indies they

were protected whenever they were enabled to flee into a neutral port, or get

within a marine league of the shore of a neutral government—a privilege that

was never in any quarter extended to the Mediterranean corsairs. Unfortu-
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nately, most of the colonial authorities, and no inconsiderable portion of the

population of the European dependencies, influenced by the professed neutrality

which elevated insurgents, and sought to degrade the national authority to an

equality with them, were in sympathy with the predatory rovers, and while

lending them aid and often furnishing them with information, interposed obsta-

cles and manifested unfriendly feelings to the lawful operations of the naval

forces of the Union.

Compelled, as we have been, to withdraw to a great extent our foreign squad-

rons, in order to establish and enforce the blockade, the commerce of the United

States, spread abroad upon every sea, has been annoyed, and often plundered

and destroyed, by these unlicensed rovers. With none of the nobler attributes

or gallant and daring qualities which characterize naval warriors, and particu-

larly the American sailor, these robbers of the sea shun a naval antagonist.

Their prowess exhibits itself in plundering peaceful commerce, and their vic-

tims have been unarmed merchantmen. Traversing the seas as they do, with-

out a country of their own to which they can resort, it has been difficult to

trace or meet them ; and thus far they have, with the shelter and assistance of

governments which recognize them as belligerents and equals, managed to elude

our cruisers.

Their early operations were in the West Indies, where we have an extended

commerce, and where they had coadjutors among those foreign adventurers who

were engaged in illicit traffic, and sympathizers in a large portion of the colonial

authorities. To protect our interests in that quarter, and especially to guard the

treasure-ships in their transit to and from Aspinwall, a flying squadron was es-

tablished in the autumn of 1862, and placed under the command of Acting Rear-

Admiral Wilkes. That officer, by his energy and decision, contributed to break

up one of the several lines of illicit traders organized to carry supplies to the rebels

in ships ostensibly bound to Matamoras, but with cargoes having a contingent

destination to Texas. While, however, he displayed efficiency in seizing that

class of blockade runners, and was successful in breaking up one of the many

cunningly contrived arrangements, he failed to capture the piratical rovers.

The department, anticipating that the Alabama and her associates would

find it necessary to abandon the neighborhood of the Antilles, and satisfied of

the direction they would then take, ordered the Vanderbilt, a fast steamer, on

independent cruising duty, first in the West Indies, and then onward to the

south. The orders to Commander Baldwin, of the Vanderbilt, under date of

January 27, 1863, were: " When you are perfectly satisfied that the Alabama

has left the Gulf or the West Indies and gone to some other locality, you

will proceed along the coast of Brazil to Fernando Noronho and Rio de Ja-

neiro, making inquiries at such places as you may think advisable. From Rio

continue your course to the Cape of Good Hope," &c, &c.

In derogation of these special and explicit orders, Acting Rear-Admiral

Wilkes on falling in with the Vanderbilt transferred his flag to that vessel, and,

attaching her to his squadron, detained her in his possession so long as to defeat
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the object and purpose of the department. He did not release her until the 13th

of June, when Commander Baldwin proceeded to carry out his instructions, but

he was too late. He arrived at Fernando Noronho on the 4th of July, at Per-

nambuco on the 6th, and at Rio de Janeiro on the 14th; thence he proceeded,

on the 2d of August to St. Helena, instead of going direct to the Cape of

Good Hope. The unfortunate detention of the Vanderbilt wholly defeated the

plans of the department for the capture of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia.

They, as the department anticipated, arrived in those latitudes and visited

those ports in May ; but the Vanderbilt, instead of being there to receive them,

as the department intended, was improperly retained in the West Indies

until after that period.

In addition to the few vessels stationed abroad to guard our national interests,

others have from time to time been despatched in pursuit of the rovers, all of

which were built in and have gone abroad from foreign ports to prey upon our

commerce. The details of all the measures which have been adopted by the

department in this view it is not necessary here to disclose. But with most of

our naval vessels engaged in enforcing the blockade, and without a clue to guide

our independent cruisers On the trackless ocean, they have thus far been unable to

encounter these semi-piratical vessels, which always seek to evade a naval an-

tagonist. Were the probabilities greater than they are, however, of encountering

them, and were our public naval vessels permitted to enter the ports of the maritime

powers for fuel and other supplies when in pursuit, it would not promote the

interests of commerce nor the welfare of the country to relax the blockade for

that object. We have, however, no excess of seamen, nor even a sufficient

supply for the immediate and imperative duties that are pressing upon us, and

although it would be inexpedient to make public all the means that are taken

and causes that control the action of the government, it may not be improper to

state that one of our largest and fastest steamers, destined for foreign service,

has been detained for months in consequence of an inadequate supply of seamen

to man her. Other vessels are also short of their complement.

SEAMENT
.

The operation of the draft has been, in some respects, detrimental to the naval

service. No exemption of sailors or mariners having been provided for in the

acts of the last Congress, these men, who may be deemed and are experts,

fostered and cherished by all governments, and of whom no sufficient supply

can be obtained, are liable to be withdrawn from the clement to which they

have been educated, and where they properly belong, and compelled to serve as

soldiers. In this respect not only a hardship is inflicted on the men, but the

navy and the country are injured. It has been the wise policy of the government

at all times to encourage and cherish its supply of seamen. By express

provision of the act of May, 1792, "all manners actually employed in the sea

service of any citizen or merchant within the United States" were exempted

from militia duty. Bounties have been paid to the fishermen, and by former
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laws, not only nien-of-wars-men, but all mariners, have been exempt from militia

service, it being considered that they performed an equivalent duty, or were

liable to be absent when a draft took place. Under the recent enactment, petty

officers, acting engineers, and others indispensable to a ship's complement and

efficiency, have, as well as seamen, been subject to the draft while on ship-

board and in naval service. Some of them on distant stations have been

enrolled, drafted, and put to great inconvenience in their efforts to obtain relief,

not unfrequently subjecting their commander and the seamen themselves to

embarrassment. It certainly could not have been intended by Congress that

persons in actual service afloat should be withdrawn from the navy, where they

were faithfully discharging indispensable duties, and then be compelled, under

the penalties of the law, to go into the army.

In enforcing the draft on any community which has furnished a large number

of sailors, proper deductions ought doubtless to be made from the quota required

for the army. Of the thirty-four thousand seamen in the naval service a large

proportion are from the maritime towns on the sea-board. A committee of the

township of Gloucester, in Massachusetts, in addressing this department on the

subject, state that their township alone has furnished to the army over thirteen

hundred soldiers, an excess of more than one hundred beyond the number

required ; but in addition to these they have given to the navy about six hundred

sailors
;
yet under the new call for volunteers no allowance is made for seamen

who have enlisted. As a community they are entitled to relief for the men that

they have supplied to the navy, and so with other places similarly situated.

Unless these facts are rightly considered and acted upon, the existing law will tend

to the prejudice of the navy, for every community will encourage its men to go into

the army at the expense of the navy, because there is no relief or credit or miti-

gation of the draft in consequence of enlistments in the naval service. In another

respect the laws are in their effects made to operate to the prejucice of the navy.

The high bounties for enlistments into the army induce many sailors to enlist as

soldiers, although their services would be vastly more useful to the country on the

element to which they have been trained and accustomed. The result is, that there

are many seamen in the army, serving as soldiers, who have been drafted or drawn

thither by bounties or other causes, who desire to be transferred to the navy, and

have frequently made application to that effect, but it is understood that the law

does not authorize such transfer. As it is difficult to procure educated, trained

and able seamen in such numbers as are wanted, and skilful and experienced

sailors are worth more to the country in the navy than they can be in the army,

it would be productive of great benefit if the law authorized such transfer to be

made. No well directed efforts should be spared to increase our naval strength,

for it is mainly on the ocean that our rightful position as a nation is to be secured

and maintained. The sailor is always and everywhere true to his flag. When*

in the early days of the rebellion, the recreant officers in numbers deserted the

government to which they owed and had sworn allegiance, they could not

shake the loyalty and fidelity of the crews. These remained faithful to the
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flag under whose folds they had carried into every sea and to every clime the

honor and power of the republic. It has been the policy of every commercial

country to extend encouragement and give strength to the navy which protects

its commerce. Such should be our clear and unquestionable policy. Under the

extraordinary expansion of our navy and the pressing demand for seamen, it is

a public duty not only to permit those seamen who are in the army to be trans-

ferred, but to encourage such transfers, and at the same time, in so far as may

be possible, to make the inducements to enter the naval service at all times

fully equal to those offered to soldiers on their enlistment. No nation, and least

of all the United States, can wisely strengthen its army by weakening its naval

power.

Unfortunately for the country, the disunion element which for some years gave

direction to public affairs so shaped the measure of government as to keep down

and cripple our navy. Aware that it was a branch of the service which

could have no sympathy in a denationalizing or disunion scheme, or be made

Subject to rebel control—knowing, moreover, that there were no sailors in the

disaffected region, these men, in anticipation of their insurrectionary movements

and in their whole policy and action, were hostile to the navy. But the changed

condition of affairs, the loyalty of our sailors, the great service which the navy

has everywhere rendered in the cause of the Union, and its importance for our

peace and security abroad and at home, demand it should have all due en-

couragement.

The number of seamen in service on the 1st of July last, including the Mis-

sissippi squadron, was about 34,000. The number of enlistments from January

1st to October 1st was 19,000, mostly landsmen. From causes, to some of which

allusion has already been made, the difficulty of procuring a sufficient number

of seamen for the increase of the service has been great, and at times vessels have

been detained and unable to proceed to sea for the want of crews. The lack of

sufficient seamen arises from no diminution in the monthly number of enlist-

ments, but from the increased wants of the service. During the year 1862 the

average number of enlistments was 1,529 per month. During the present year

the average has been over 2,000 per month. Unfortunately, the policy which it

has been deemed necessary to pursue is such as in its effect to weaken the navy

by offering extraordinary bounties to soldiers, by subjecting mariners to the army

draft, without permitting them to enter the navy if they desired to

do so, and by omitting to make any provision to relieve from its operation

those communities which furnish the seamen to man our ships. The

large bounties offered by the general and State governments, and often also

by the local municipal authorities, as inducements to enter the land service, have

had the effect of enticing into that service many professional seamen, who, but

for those extraordinary inducements, would have enlisted in the navy. Towns

on the sea-coast, where the population is to a great extent of a maritime charac-

ter, as I have specified in a single instance, have been obliged to furnish their
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quota for army service, thus largely diminishing the number from whom naval

enlistments would naturally be expected.

The proclamation of September last must, from these causes and the operation

of our laws, still further draw upon the limited number whose proper field is

upon the ocean, and who should by every dictate of policy be encouraged by

the government to enter the navy, instead of being enticed from it by pecuniary

bounties or forcibly withdrawn by draft. Besides the exhausting governmental

influence adverted to, we are compelled to meet the high prices and active com-

petition of commercial enterprise.

The present and prospective difficulty of procuring seamen in numbers sufficient

to man our ships is such as to call for the action of Congress. Our legislation

should not be in its effects detrimental to that branch of the public service

which it is the policy of every wise government to promote. Were as

large a bounty to be paid to those who enlist in the navy as to those who enter

the army—were the quota of towns and communities under any call for the

increase of the national forces to be credited with the men furnished to the

navy, and were seamen who may be drafted permitted the choice of entering

either the land or naval service, the navy would be relieved of serious embar-

rassment. There is no draft, and there can be none, to re-enforce the navy as

there may be to supply the army. While every able and sound man of proper

age can be made a soldier and put into immediate service, there are compara-

tively few of our population who can be employed as sailors. The latter

may be considered experts, and instead of bounties, allurements, or drafts to

withdraw seamen from the element to which they belong, the reverse should be

the fact. Our mariners have given marked and distinctive superiority to the

cause of the Union in this contest. The rebels have some naval officers of repu-

tation and ability, but not sailors. Yet that branch of the service which in this

and in every war must give character and nationality to the country, has been,

is, and will be subjected to embarrassments and deprived of a portion of its legiti-

mate effective force by the operation of existing laws. The whole subject being

of great importance in every respect, is commended to the early and considerate

action of Congress.

NAVAL ACADEMY.

The Naval Academy, which at the commencement of the insurrection was

removed from Annapolis, is still continued at Newport, Congress having taken

no measures relative to its permanent location. The total number of midship-

men on the 12th of November was four hundred and sixty-three. Of these, two

hundred and eight, standing highest in academic rank, are quartered on shore

in buildings rented for the purpose. The residue are on board the school-

ships Santee and Constitution, the junior class being on the latter ship.

The Macedonian, which has her full battery on board, is moored near the

school-ships. All the midshipmen are stationed at quarters on board her, and
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exercise at stated times at divisions and general quarters, in the most thorough

and careful manner.

In consequence of the reduction of the number of the officers at the period

when the navy was expanding, it became important that the full complement of

midshipmen should be appointed, and permits were therefore issued one year ago

to supply deficiencies caused by the rebellion. A similar course has been

adopted the present year, in order that the government shall not be deprived of

its legal quota of properly educated naval officers, by reason of the insurrection.

For a period the pressure for trained officers was so great that volunteer ap-

pointments were conferred on those who left the academy and the regular ser-

vice, but the example and influence were thought to be unfavorable, and the

practice was therefore discontinued. No appointments of this description have

knowingly been made during the current year.

The annual board of visitors for the Naval Academy for 1863 convened at

Newport, Rhode Island, on the 18th of May, and were engaged until the 1st of

June in witnessing the examination of the several classes of midshipmen and

in inspecting the police and management of the institution. In consideration of

the importance of the academy to the public service, and the interest naturally

felt in its management, it was thought proper to associate some gentlemen in

civil life from different parts of the country with the naval officers upon the board

of visitors, and the board was accordingly composed of Rear-Admiral L. M.

Goldsborough, Hons. Edward Everett and Charles Eames, Sidney Brooks, esq.,

Commodore H. K. Hoff, C. H. Cathcart and Jacob Butler, esqrs., and Commo-

dore R. B. Hitchcock. In their full and carefully considered report, the mem-

bers of the board unanimously expressed a high and even unanticipated degree

of satisfaction with the accommodations of the students, both on shipboard and

on shore, with the organization of the commissariat and supply departments,

with the sanitary regulations of the establishment, and its discipline and gov-

ernment, and with the various professional exercises of the midshipmen afloat

and ashore. From what they saw of the field exercises, they were convinced

that ample instruction is given and adequate proficiency acquired at the institu-

tion to enable the young officers to train and command crews of seamen for

efficient co-operation with a military force of infantry or artillery on land, and

in the practical departments of professional education the instruction given to

the students, and the skill exhibited by them, merited their highest commenda-

tion.

They regard the whole system of superintendence, police and discipline under

the present management of the institution as one of its most admirable features,

and evidence was presented to them showing the abundant willingness of the

authorities of the city of Newport to co-operate with the government of the

academy in the endeavor to remove the temptations which are apt to beset the

footsteps of youth. In their personal intercourse with the students, the board

say that they were much impressed by their habitually gentlemanlike manners

and well bred style of demeanor.
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In the removal of the academy temporarily to the quarters at Newport, it is

the opinion of the board there has been no perceptible diminution of its effi-

ciency or the good order of its discipline. The quartering of the students on

shipboard during at least the first year of their attendance is approved of, and

is said to possess unquestionable advantages in the management of the institu-

tion. In the general plan and organization of the academy, the board think it

will compare favorably with the best naval schools in the world.

Several recommendations are made by the board, and among them provision

for thorough instruction, both theoretical and practical, in steam engineering.

Upon an invitation from the municipal authorities of Newport, they visited

Coaster's Harbor island, which has been offered by that city to the government

as a permanent site for the Naval Academy. Without expressing an opinion

as to the expediency of permanently removing the academy from Annapolis, the

board deemed it proper to say, that in the event of such removal, they consid-

ered the island in question admirably adapted for the purpose indicated.

Upon the occasion of the delivering of diplomas to the graduating class, the

Honorable Edward Everett, at the request of the superintendent and officers of

the academy, and at the instance of his associates, addressed a public valedic-

tory discourse to the assembled classes, which, in its comprehensive and states-

manlike appreciation of the position and influence of the institution, its patriotic

spirit and characteristic eloquence, cannot but have a salutary influence, and at

the request of the board it has been published.

ORDNANCE

The present condition of our naval ordnance, as presented in the report of

the chief ad interim of that bureau, will be read with interest. It exhibits a

gratifying advance in that department ot' the service since the commencement

of the rebellion, and furnishes evidence that in general efficiency we are in a

condition to maintain a standing at least equal to that of any other power.

Aided by private enterprise, the necessities of the country, which were great,,

have been surmounted, and, dispensing with the old artillery to which we for a

time were compelled to resort, our naval vessels have now an armament worthy

of the service.

The suggestions embraced in the report of the Chief of Ordnance are com-

mended to the consideration of Congress, and those which relate to the maga-

zines and a gunnery ship are entitled to special regard.

PRIZES.

The number of vessels captured by the squadrons and reported to the depart-

ment to the 1st of November, is 1,045, classified as follows: schooners, 547;

steamers, 179; sloops, 131; brigs, 30; barques, 26; ships, 15; yachts and

small boats, 117. This is exclusive of a large number destroyed on the Missis-

sippi and other rivers and on the coast. A table giving their names, dates of

capture, and other particulars, is appended to th's report.

At the close of the war of 1812 there were 301 vessels, including armed gun-
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boats and tenders, in the navy, and the entire number of captures of armed and

unarmed vessels made by them was 291. Five hundred and seventeen com-

missioned privateers were afloat during the war, and their captures numbered

1,428—making the total number of captures by public and private vessels 1,719.

The value of prizes sent to the courts for adjudication since the blockade

was established is not less than thirteen million dollars. The value of those

already condemned, and of which notice has been received at the department,

is $6,538,683 40 ; the expenses have been $607,407 64, leaving for distribution

$5,897,970 36, as appears by the following table :

Boston 13
New York

j

89
Philadelphia i 57
Key West 71

Washington ! 44
Illinois 11

Gross amount
of sales.

Costs and
expenses.

Net amount for

distribution.

1,322 15

2, 218, 263 29
*1, 859, 434 76
1,432,952 30

72,091 62
91,619 28

$25, 188 44
281, 162 07

149, 806 06
133,291 55
11,966 12

5, 993 40

), 133 71

1, 937, 735 21

1,670,512 97
1,304,053 51

60,909 08
85,625 88

Total 285 6, 538, 683 40
! 607, 407 64 5, 897, 970 36

* The sum of $39,115 73 allowed to claimants by decree of court.

One-half of the net proceeds arising from the sale of prizes is by law set

apart as a fund for the payment of naval pensions. The pension-roll on

the 6th of November last amounted to $159,812 55, and the estimated increase

during the remaining eight months of the fiscal year is $32,570. The moiety

of prize money dedicated as a pension fund, and now accumulating, should be

made a permanent investment in registered government securities. Were such

the case, it is believed that the annual interest would be sufficient to meet all

liabilities for naval pensions. At least two million five hundred thousand

dollars can now be invested without interfering with the prompt payment of

pensions. I recommend that the fund now on hand be made permanent, and

that hereafter, whenever the amount shall reach one hundred thousand dollars,

at least one-half shall be invested in registered government securities bearing six

per cent, interest.

BOUNTIES FOR DESTRUCTION OF ENEMIES' VESSELS.

The 4th section of the "Act for the better government of the navy," approved

July 17, 1862, provides "that a bounty shall be paid by the United States for

each person on board any ship or vessel-of-war belonging to an enemy at the

commencement of an engagement, which shall be sunk or otherwise destroyed

in such engagement by any ship or vessel belonging to the United States, or

which it may be necessary to destroy in consequence of injuries sustained in

action, of one hundred dollars, if the enemy's vessel was of inferior force : and
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of two hundred dollars, if of equal or superior force ; to be divided among the

officers and crew in the same manner as prize money."

Since the enactment of this law there have been repeated cases in which the

right to the bounty has accrued to the officers and crews of vessels of the navy,

particularly on the western waters ; but there being no appropriations to which

the expenditure could properly be charged, the claims to the bounty have

remained unsettled, and the just expectation of those entitled to the reward have

been disappointed. The amount necessary to pay the claims which have ac-

crued would probably not exceed $250,000 ; and it is desirable that an early

provision be made for the payment of this just debt. In the event of an appro-

priation for the purpose, a board will be appointed by the department for the

examination of the claims, or they may be ascertained in any other manner

which Congress may be pleased to direct.

PRIZE LAW.

The interest of the naval service in the distribution of prize money, and the

duties imposed by law upon this department in that connexion, have necessarily

drawn its attention to the present state of our legislation upon the whole subject.

It is not doubtful, in my judgment, that some modification of existing laws, and

some additional legislation in relation to prize proceedings and the distribution

of the proceeds of prizes, are necessary. The several statutes now in force

upon the subject appear to have been, in some of their provisions, hastily drawn,

and they certainly fail to imbody and carry into effect, with due promptness

and convenience, a consistent and well-defined public policy*. It is my purpose,

at an early day, to communicate to Congress, through its appropriate committee,

the views which I entertain as to the defects of our present laws in relation to

prizes, and to suggest such remedy in legislation as the interests of the public

service seem to require.

FLEET ENGINEERS AND PAYMASTERS.

The large increase of our naval force, and the organization and size of squad-

rons, have made it necessary to detail certain officers to duty for which no legal

provision has been made. By the act of 1S28, the appointment of a surgeon of

a fleet was authorized. At that time there was not a steam vessel in the navy,

whereas, we have now few others. Under this change the necessity of a fleet

engineer is, to say the least, quite as urgent as that of fleet surgeon. A fleet

paymaster is also required for each of the squadrons, and will contribute to true

economy, and the correct management of the financial and property accounts of

the squadrons. As the express legal authorization of these officers, who are now

detailed by regulation of the department, will cause no increase of salary, 1

would invite the required legislation to sanction the appointment of a fleet engi-

neer and fleet paymaster for the respective squadrons.
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The appointments of acting assistant paymasters provide for an existing

necessity, but it will be advisable to increase the corps of regular paymasters

above the present limited number either now or on the general re-organization

which must take place at the close of hostilities.

MARINE CORPS.

Difficulty has been experienced in keeping up a full complement of marines

in consequence of the high bounties paid for army recruits. Many whose time

has expired, though preferring to remain with their old corps, have been induced

by extraordinary bounties to enter the army. It has not been the policy of this

department to resort to the system of bounties for either the marine or .naval

service, but circumstances may render it necessary.

The colonel commandant recommends that the corps, which, when full, con-

sists of three thousand men, should be increased to three thousand five hundred.

This increase would not be an undue proportion to the naval increase ; but

a large portion of the vessels now in commission are of a description that do not

require a marine guard. If, therefore, the corps were full, the present number

would probably be sufficient for present requirements. On a few important oc-

casions a battalion has been detailed for army duty ; but the want of equip-

ments and other causes render their employment in a service to which tliey are

not drilled, and to which they do not belong, a question of doubtful expediency.

It is a question, indeed, whether it would not be better in every respect to at-

tach the corps permanently to the navy or the army, and make it exclusively

subject to the control of one or the other branches of service, instead of occupy-

ing an equivocal position as regards both.

The discipline of the corps is excellent, and among its officers are some who
would do credit to any service. It is earnestly recommended by the colonel

commandant that justice to the corps requires that its chief should hold cor-

responding rank with other officers who have like command. I have heretofore

respectfully submitted this subject to the consideration of Congress.

COAST SURVEY.

It is due to the officers connected with the coast survey that the assistance

which they have given to our squadrons should be acknowledged. The value

of the information which they have furnished our blockading forces throughout

the war cannot be overestimated. Not only on the coast, but on the great inte-

rior rivers, they have aided the service, and promoted its efficiency and its in-

telligent action. Rear-Admiral Porter expresses his great obligation to a small

coast survey party that accompanied the Mississippi squadron, for the maps and

sketches which were used by him, and consulted by the army officers in guid-

ing their operations. They were constantly employed in delineating the face of

the country, gaining topographical and hydrographical knowledge, compiling

maps, and sketching, when the maps were found to be erroneous. The squadron

would have been sometimes embarrassed without them. War cannot be success-
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fully carried on without good maps, and the general or admiral who has the best

charts will have an advantage, which will go far to insure success.

LIGHTS AND SIGNALS AT SEA.

With the view of preventing collisions at sea, some alterations and improve-

ments have been made in the description of lights and signals to be used, and

also in the rules and regulations to be observed by sea-going vessels when ap-

proaching each other. Heretofore there has not been uniformity in these

respects, and disasters have been the consequence. In order that the law and

practice may be universal among maritime nations, the governments of Great

Britain and France prepared a set of rules and regulations, which have been

submitted to the various maritime powers, and to which the attention of this

government was invited the early part of the present year. These rules, being

very nearly those which had governed the usage of sea-service, instructions

were issued to our naval officers to conform to them. But these instructions

are mere departmental regulations, and do not extend to vessels in the

merchant service. In order to carry them into effect, and give them the force

of international maritime law, some legislative sanction seems to be necessary.

It is also desirable these rules should apply to vessels in the merchant

service, and all vessels on our rivers and inland waters should be required

to conform to them.

DEFENCE OF PORTSMOUTH NAVY YARD.

The exposed condition of the navy yard and public property at Portsmouth,

New Hampshire, requiring protection, and there having been no garrison for the

defence of that place, additional measures to insure its safety became necessary.

Eleven VHI-inch guns were accordingly mounted on the old breastworks on

Seavey's island, in front of the navy yard, and five guns of the same calibre in

the yard itself; and as there were no marines or soldiers to man them, one

hundred contrabands were enlisted at Fortress Monroe, and sent north for that

purpose. They are in charge of naval officers, and are being drilled in the use

of heavy ordnance.

THE BAINBPJDGE.

Following the practice in similar cases heretofore, and with a view to such

action as Congress may deem proper, I take this occasion of bringing to your

notice, and that of the country, the loss of the United States brig Bainbridge.

This brig, under command of Acting Master T. J. Dwyer, sailed from New York

on the 14th of August, for Port Royal, South Carolina, and from the statement

of one of her crew, who was picked up at sea, and claimed to be the only survivor,

the unfortunate vessel capsized in a gale off Cape Hatteras, on the 21st of

August. No further tidings of the brig, or those who were on board of her

having been received, and in view of the time that has elapsed, there seems to be
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no doubt of her loss with all on board, except the seaman referred to. It rests

with Congress to fix a day upon which the vessel shall be regarded as having

been lost, in order that the accounts of those who perished may be properly ad-

justed, and to make proper provision for the families ofthose Avho shared the fate

of the Bainbridge.

CONTRACTS.

The system of making annual contracts under existing laws, by advertise-

ment and award to the lowest bidder, is attended with many difficulties and em-

barrassments, and often with loss to the government. To a great extent the fair

and honest dealer is excluded, or deterred from competition, by the devices of

the less scrupulous, who resort to contrivances to evade the law, and secure to

themselves the contracts. It is the object of the government to obtain good

articles, at a fair price, and the laws were intended to secure this result ; but by

combinations, fictitious bids, proposals from irresponsible persons, and various

artful schemes, the object of the laws is defeated, and the means which were in

tended by Congress to guard the rights of the fair dealer and the public interest

are perverted, to the injury of both.

When proposals are made to furnish the government with supplies at prices

below the market value, as is done in many cases, the transaction indicates

fraud. Contractors do not intend to make losing contracts with the govern-

ment, and fair and responsible dealers do not make such proposals. Such men

are driven from competition by these improper practices. The law, however,

permits no alternative but the acceptance of the lowest offer, regardless of the

character of the individual who makes it, or the devices he practices.

Were the subject of purchases confided to the respective bureaus, under sanc-

tion of the department, the government would, I am confident, be better and

generally more economically served. A degree of discretion can be intrusted to

those officers, who are men of integrity and responsible to the government, to

discharge this duty with fidelity.

ADVANCE IN WAGES.

The enhanced prices in every department of business, and even in the neces-

saries of life, operate with peculiar hardship on many who are in the govern-

ment service. In some instances, where there is a fixed legal compensation,

the circumstances of the times have so changed values that the remuneration

received is scarcely sufficient for the subsistence of those who are in the employ

of the government. The subject is one that peculiarly addresses itself to Con-

gress, and it may be worthy of consideration whether an advance of twenty-

five per cent, upon their present compensation ought not in these cases to be

made, to continue until one year after the close of the war. In the navy yards,

and public and private establishments generally, as large or larger advance has

been made to the mechanics and other employes.



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. XXXV

EXPENSES AND ESTIMATES.

The appropriations made for the fiscal year ending June 30,

1863, were $71,587,052 09

Expenses of the department during same time 63,211,105 27

Leaving an unexpended balance of $8,375,946 82

This amount will, however, be absorbed in the completion and armament of

vessels under contract and the payment of other liabilities incurred prior to the

close of the fiscal year.

The expenditures have embraced, besides the ordinary disbursements for the

naval establishment, the construction in whole or in part, and the repair, of

seventy-one iron-clad vessels on the Atlantic and western waters, the purchas-

ing, repairs and alterations of three hundred and sixty vessels, as well as the

charter money for the ordinary service, and for the search after piratical vessels

on the coast.

The estimates submitted for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, are as

follows

:

Pay of the navy $19, 423, 241 00

Construction and repair of steam machinery. 39, 362, 000 00

Construction and repair of vessels 32, 575, 000 00

Construction of armor-plated sea steamers 19, 600, 000 00

Ordnance and magazines 8,603, 946 00

Fuel, hemp, and equipment of vessels 7, 540, 000 00

Provisions and clothing 6, 915, 605 00

Contingent and miscellaneous 3, 869, 850 00

Navy yards and superintendents 2, 558, 448 00

Marine corps * 1, 445, 321 85

Surgeons' necessaries and hospitals 35S, 500 00

Tables of navigation, nautical instruments, and Naval Academy 366, 873 55

$142,618,785 40

These estimates are large, but they are made upon a war basis, and the.

present extraordinary cost of material and labor renders a corresponding increa.se

of estimates necessary. On the assumption that the war will continue—-and no

other rule is a safe one—large additions are to be made to our naval force, and

the hard service to which all our squadrons are subjected makes the repair and

refitment expensive.

A considerable portion of this expenditure will be an investment for value

received, and the vessels and property will remain on hand when the rebellion

shall be suppressed. The efficient naval vessels will continue to constitute the
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armed naval power that will be used to vindicate and defend our national rights

or may be considered an economical investment to insure peace. Such vessels as

may not be adapted to naval ocean service can be sold to the merchant marine,

from which many of them were procured. Whatever sums may be expended

for docks, yards, buildings, machinery, &c, will be permanent investments for

the country.

CONCLUSION.

In concluding this report, it is with sincere gratification that I acknowledge the

able and efficient aid which I have received in the performance of my official

duties, from the gentlemen who, in their several grades, have been associated

with me in this department. I have, on former occasions, expressed my high

appreciation of the services of the Assistant Secretary and of the several Chiefs

of Bureaus, whose interesting reports are appended. Additional experience only

confirms this favorable opinion. I commend, also, the faithful and satisfac-

tory manner in which the largely augmented clerical labors of the department

have been performed. It has Mien to me to conduct the affairs of this depart

ment during a period of trial and sacrifice, in the course of which our country,

by an effort which challenges the admiration of the world, has not only created

a naval power, but has successfully applied that power in the most arduous

naval enterprise ever undertaken. When under such circumstances, devoting

all my energies to the duties of my position, and meeting all its grave responsi-

bilities to the best of my ability, I have been constantly cheered and sustained

by the assured conviction that the navy of the United States has achieved a

great and new historical renown ; that it has expanded and is expanding in a

measure commensurate with the exigencies of the country and of the times
;

that it has done and is doing heroic service in a great and sacred cause, and

that its force is wielded by a body of officers and men who have established the

highest claim to the gratitude of their country.
* GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

To the President.

<2>
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APPENDIX.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS.

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON-

KEPORT OF COMMANDER F. A. PARKER OF A JOINT EXPEDITION TO MAT-

THEWS COURT-HOUSE, VIRGINIA.

United States Steamer Mahaska,

Off Yorktown, Va., December, 12, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that I have just arrived from the

East river, where, at the request of General Naglee, I landed this morning, at

sunrise, a detachment of infantry, (Lee's enfants perdus,) fifty in number, and
ninety-five of the 6th New York cavalry, under Major Hall, with my marines

and howitzers, manned by sixty seamen, in charge of Acting Master Dyer,
and proceeded to Matthews Court-House, distant two miles from the landing

place. After moving about half a mile, the command commenced driving

the enemy's pickets, and at a point a little beyond the court-house fell in with

a small party of cavalry, not above fifteen, I think, who made a stand for a

moment, until our advance guard fired a volley, when they rode off. Ascer-
taining here that their force was not above forty in all, I halted the infantry

and artillery, while Major Hall, with his cavalry, continued the pursuit, and as
a considerable number of our cavalry was despatched from Gloucester Court-

House very early this morning to cut off their retreat, I do not see how the

rebels can escape. After resting a short time in the village, where I caused
the post-office to be searched, but found nothing, I returned with our men and
the infantry to this vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Co?nmander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com'dg North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

EXPEDITION UP THE NEUSE RIVER.

United States Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, Va., December 24, 1862.

Sir : I am happy to inform the department that I have received from Com-
mander A. Murray, a copy of which is enclosed, official information of the suc-

cessful results of General Foster's expedition to Goldsborough, and that due
credit is accorded the naval co-operation, though the stage of water in the

Neuse rendered it impossible for our vessels to proceed so far as was desirable.
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Commander Murray's report of the 20th states that two of the boats, under

the command of naval officers, are still up the Neuse river, about six miles from

Kinston, for the purpose of bringing down the sick and wounded.
Copies of Commander Murray's letters to me of the 11th and 16th, regard-

ing the preliminary movements and the subsequent progress of the expedition,

have been forwarded to the department with my confidential communications

226 and 229.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral Com'dg North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander A. Murray.

United States Steamer Hetzel,

Off Newbern, N. C.
t
December 20, 1862.

Sir : I am officially informed that General Foster, having satisfactorily ac-

complished the object of his expedition, namely, the destruction of the railroad

bridges and track near Goldsborough, is now on his return to this place, where
he is expected to-night or during to-morrow.

Two of the boats, under the command of naval officers, are still up the Neuse
river, about six miles from Kinston, for the purpose of bringing down the sick

and wounded.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander and Senior Officer in Soitnds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S. 4 p.m. General Foster has returned ; the expedition was a complete

success ; due credit accorded to naval demonstration.

LOSS OF THE MONITOR.

United States Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Hampton Roads, Va., January 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the painful duty to perform of reporting the loss of the Monitoi

at sea, south of Cape Hatteras, on Tuesday night, the 30th ultimo. I am in-

formed by Commander Armstrong that two officers and twenty-eight men oi

the Monitor and Rhode Island were drowned. See his report enclosed.

The Passaic is at Beaufort, North Carolina. Both these vessels departec

from the roads in good weather. I left it to the discretion of their commanders
to choose the weather and time of their departure.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear Admiral, Co?n'dg North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Second report of Acting Rear-Adrniral S. P. Lee.

United States Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Hampton Roads, Va., January 4, 1863.

Sir: I submit the following report, based on the reports received by me from

Commander Bankhead, of the Monitor, and Commander Trenchard, of the Rhode
Island. * * *

Commander J. P. Bankhead, commanding the Monitor, reports to me that he

left the roads Monday, 29th ultimo, at 2.30 p. m., with light southwest wind, clear,

pleasant weather, and every prospect of its continuing so. At 6 p. m. he
passed Cape Henry ; water smooth, and everything working well. The same
good weather continued during the night and until 5 a. m. on Tuesday, the 30th,

when the Monitor felt a swell from the southward and a slight' increase of wind
from southwest, the sea breaking over the pilot-house and striking the base of the

tower; speed about five knots. Until 6 p. m. the weather was variable, with

occasional squalls of wind and rain, with less swell in the afternoon. Bilge-

pumps were amply sufficient to keep her free. At 7 p. m. the wind hauled

more to the southward, increased and caused sea to rise, the computed position

being fifteen miles south of Cape Hatteras. At this time the Monitor was yawing
and towing badly, the vessel working and making more water; the Worthing-
ton pumps were set to work and the centrifugal pumps got ready. At 8 p. m.
the sea was rising rapidly (the Monitor plunging heavily,) completely sub-

merging pilot-house, and at times entering the turret and blower pipes. When
she rose to the swell, the flat under surface of the projecting armor would come
down with great force, causing considerable shock to the vessel. Stopping the

Rhode Island, which was towing her, did not make the Monitor ride easier or

cause her to make less water, as she would then fall off and roll heavily in the

trough of the sea. The centrifugal pump was at length started, the others

failing to keep the water down. With all the pumps working well, the water
continued rising, and at 10 p. m., after a fair trial of the pumps, and the water
still gaining rapidly, Commander Bankhead made signal of distress, cut the

hawser, steamed close to and under the lee of the Rhode Island, received two
boats from her and ordered the crew of the Monitor to leave her—a dangerous
operation, as the sea was breaking heavily over the deck. The two vessels

touched, and, owing to the sharp bow and sides of the Monitor, the Rhode
Island was endangered and she steamed ahead a little. At 11.30 p. m. the

water was gaining rapidly, though all the pumps were in full play, the engine
working slowly and the sea breaking badly over the vessel, making it dangerous
to leave the turret. At this time several men were supposed to have been
washed overboard. The engine and pumps soon ceased to work, the water
having put the fire out. While waiting for return of boats, bailing was resorted

to. As the Monitor was now laboring in the trough of the sea, Commander
Bankhead let go the anchor which brought her head to sea. The vessel rilling

rapidly, Commander Bankhead ordered the twenty-five or thirty men, then left

on board, to leave in the boats then approaching cautiously as the sea was
breaking violently over the Monitor's submerged deck. In this perilous posi-

tion, Commander Bankhead held a boat's painter until as many men could get
in as the boat could carry. Some men left in the turret, terrified by the peril,

declined to come down, and are supposed to have perished. Commander Bank-
head did not leave his vessel so long as he could do anything towards saving
his crew, in which efforts he was ably assisted by Commander Trenchard, the
officers and crew of the Rhode Island.

When the crew of the Monitor was mustered on board the Rhode Island,

four officers and twelve men were found missing, some of whom it is hoped
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were picked np or survived the gale in the Rhode Island's boat. A list of the

Monitor's missing is enclosed in Commander Bankhead's report of the 3d
instant, accompanying this report ; Acting Assistant Surgeon Weeks suffered

amputation of three fingers, his hand having been badly jammed.
Commander Bankhead speaks warmly of the good conduct of the officers

and crew, with but few exceptions. He commends particularly Lieutenant Samuel
D. Greene, his executive officer, and Acting Master L. N. Stodder, as worthy
of all praise. He warmly praises the deportment of Acting Master's Mate
Peter Williams and Quartermaster Richard Anjier; the latter would not desert

the ship until his commander left.

The officers and crew lost everything. They will, the latter at least, doubt-

less receive appropriate relief from the government.

Commander Trenchard, commanding the Rhode Island, with the Monitor in

tow, loft on Monday, December 29, at 2.30 p. m., with wind light from SW.,
sea smooth, and weather favorable that night, and next day, the 30th, the Moni-
tor towing easily. At 1 p. m. on the 30th, Hatteras light bore W.SW., distant

14 miles; at sunset it bore NW., distant 17 miles, and the State of Georgia,

with the Passaic in tow, to the northward and eastward ; the wind was then

light from SW., with indications of good weather. Between 8 and 9 p. m. the

wind hauled more to the southward and freshened with rainy and squally

weather. At 11 p. m., when 20 miles S.SW. of Hatteras, the Monitor made sig-

nal of distress, at which Commander Trenchard sent his two largest boats to her

assistance ; one of them, the launch, was stove under the quarter of the Rhode
Island by the Monitor. While the Monitor was in that position, ropes were
thrown to her from the Rhode Island ; but so reluctant was the crew of the

Monitor to leave the vessel that they did not take advantage of the opportunity

to save themselves. Acting Master's Mate D. R. Brown, of the Rhode Island,

twice brought that vessel's first cutter full of men from the Monitor ; he attempted

a third trip, probably through a misunderstanding of orders, and did not return,

though waited for that night, and searched for next day, the 31st. There is

room to hope that this boat, with its crew, and probably with some of the miss-

ing Monitor's men, survived the gale. Commander Trenchard commends the

skill and good conduct of Acting Master's Mates D. R. Brown and Stevens, oi

D. T. Compton, coxswain, and the missing crew of the cutter, a list of which is

enclosed in Commander Trenchard's report of January 3, accompanying this.

I hope that the dependent families of the dead will receive the relief needed

by their losses, and the faithful survivors the consideration deserved for their

good conduct. ********
Herewith I forward

—

(A.) Report of Commander J. C. Bankhead (late of the Monitor) to Acting

Rear-Admiral Lee, dated January 3, and enclosing (1) his detailed report of

January 1; (2) the report of his senior engineer; (3) list of missing.

(B.) Report of Commander Trenchard (commanding the Rhode Island) to

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, dated January 3, and enclosing (1) list of missing.

(C.) Report of Commander J. F. Armstrong (commanding the State of

Georgia) to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, dated January 3.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C
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A.

Report of Commander J. P. BankJiead.

United States Steamer Rhode Island,
Hamptom Roads, January 3, 1863.

Sir : I regret to have to report to you that the United States iron-clad steamer

Monitor foundered at sea at about 1 a. m. of the 31st day of December, 1862,

with a loss of four officers and twelve men missing, some of whom may possibly

have been saved. 1 enclose herewith a detailed account of the loss of the ves-

sel, with the probable cause, the report of the senior engineer, and a list of the

men and officers missing.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. BANKHEAD,
Commander United States Steamer Monitor.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Rhode Island,
January 1, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that the Monitor left Hampton roads,

in tow of the United States steamer Rhode Island, on the 29th of December,
1862, at 2.30 p. m., wind light at SW., weather clear and pleasant, and every

prospect of its continuation. Passed Cape Henry at 6 p. m.; water smooth, and
everything working well.

During the night the weather continued the same until 5 a. m., when we began
to experience a swell from the southward, with a slight increase of the wind from

the SW., the sea breaking over the pilot-house forward and striking the base of

the " tower," but not with sufficient force to break over it. Found that the pack-

ing of oakum under and around the base of the tower had loosened somewhat
from the working of the tower, as the vessel pitched and rolled. Speed at this

time about five knots ; ascertained from the engineer of the watch that the bilge-

pumps kept her perfectly free, occasionally " sucking." Felt no apprehension

at the time. The weather during the day, and until 6 p. m., was variable, with

occasional squalls of wind and rain, and towards evening the swell somewhat
decreased, the bilge-pumps being found amply sufficient to keep her clear of the

water that penetrated through the sight hole of the pilot-house, hawser hole, and
base of tower, (all of which had been well calked previous to leaving.) At
7.30 the wind hauled more to the south, increasing in strength, and causing the

sea to rise. Computed position at this time about 15 miles south of Cape Hat-
teras shoals. Found the vessel towed badly, yawing very much, and with the

increased motion making somewhat more water around the base of the tower.

Ordered engineer to put on the Worthington pump bilge injection, and get the

centrifugal pump ready, and report to me immediately if he perceived any in-

crease of the water. 8 p. m.; the sea about this time commenced to rise very
rapidly, causing the vessel to plunge heavily, completely submerging the pilot-

house, and washing over and into the turret, and at times into the blower pipes.

Observed that when she rose to the swell, the flat under surface of the projecting

armor would come down with great force, causing a considerable shock to the

vessel and turret, thereby loosening still more the packing around its base.

Signalized several times to the Rhode Island to stop, in order that I might as-

certain if, by so doing, she would ride easier, or decrease the influx of water,

but could perceive no difference, the vessel falling off immediately into the
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trough of the sea and rolling heavily. The engineer at this time reported that

it would be necessary to start the centrifugal pump, as the others failed to keep
the water under. Ordered him to do so immediately, and report to me the

effect. Sea continued to rise, the vessel striking heavily forward. The engi-

neer reported that the pumps were all working well, but produced no effect upon
the water, which by this time had risen several inches above the level of the

engine-room floor.

About 10.30 p. m., having given the pumps a fair trial, and finding the water
gaining rapidly upon us, I determined to make the preconcerted signal of dis-

tress, which was immediately answered by the Rhode Island. I ranged up close

to her and reported that the water was gaining rapidly upon us, and requested
her commander to send boats to take off the crew. Finding that the heavy
stream-cable used to tow the Monitor rendered the vessel unmanageable while
hanging slack to her bow, and being under the absolute necessity of working
the engines to keep the pumps going, I ordered it to be cut, and ran down close

under the lee of the Rhode Island, at times almost touching her. Water con-

tinued to gain upon the pumps, and was now above the " ash-pits." Two boats

reached us from the Rhode Island, when I ordered Lieutenant Greene to put as

many men into them as they could safely carry. While getting the men into

the boats (a very dangerous operation, caused by the heavy sea breaking entirely

over the deck) the vessels touched slightly, nearly crushing the boat, and endan-

gering the Rhode Island herself, as our sharp bow and sides would undoubtedly
have stove her near the water's edge had she struck upon us heavily. The
Rhode Island steamed slightly ahead, and the vessels separated a short distance.

At 11.30, my engines working slowly, and all the pumps in full play, but water
gaining rapidly, sea very heavy, and breaking entirely over the vessel, render-

ing it extremely hazardous to leave the turret—in fact, several men were sup-

posed to have been washed overboard at this time.

While waiting for the boats to return, the engineer reported that the engines

had ceased to work, and shortly after all the pumps stopped also, the water

putting out the fires, and leaving no pressure of steam. A bailing party had
been previously organized, not so much with any hope of diminishing the water,

but more as an occupation for the men. The engine being stopped, and no
longer able to keep the vessel head to sea, she having fallen off into the

trough and rolling so heavily as to render it impossible for boats to approach us,

I ordered the anchor to be let go and all the chain given her, in hopes that it

might bring her up, Fortunately it did so, and she once more swung round,

head to wind. By this time, finding the vessel filling rapidly, and the deck on
a level with the water, I ordered all the men left on board to leave the turret

and endeavor to get into the two boats which were then approaching us. I

think at that time there were about twenty-five or thirty men on board. The
boats approached very cautiously, as the sea was breaking upon our now sub-

merged deck with great violence, washing several men overboard, one of whom
was afterwards picked up by the boats. I secured the painter of one of the

boats, (which, by the use of its oars, was prevented from striking the side,) and
made as many get into her as she would safely hold in the heavy sea that was
running. There were several men still left upon and in the turret, who, either

stupefied by fear, or fearful of being washed overboard in the attempt to reach

the boats, would not come down, and are supposed to have gone down in the

vessel. Feeling that I had done everything in my power to save the vessel

and crew, I jumped into the already deeply-laden boat and left the Monitor,

whose heavy, sluggish motion gave evidence that she could float but a short

time longer. .Shortly after we reached the Rhode Island she disappeared.

I must testify to the untiring efforts and zeal displayed by Captain Trenchard

and his officers in their attempts to rescue the crew of the Monitor. It was an



EEPOET OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 27

extremely hazardous undertaking, rendered particularly so by the heavy sea and

the difficulty in approaching the Monitor.

While regretting those that were lost, it is still a matter of congratulation that

so many were saved under the circumstances. There is some reason to hope

that a boat, which is still missing, may have succeeded in saving those left on

board, or may have reached the vicinity of the vessel in time to have picked up
some of them as she went down. Upon mustering the officers and crew on
board the Rhode Island, four officers and twelve men were found to be missing,

a list of whom I herewith enclose, as well as the report of Second Assistant

Engineer Watters, acting chief engineer.

I am firmly of the opinion that the Monitor must have sprung a leak some-

where in the forward part, where the hull joins on to the armor, and that it was
caused by the heavy shocks received as she came down upon the sea.

The bilge-pumps alone, up to 7 p. m., had easily kept her free, and when we
find that all her pumps a short time after, with a minimum capacity of 2,000
gallons per minute, not only failed to diminish the water, but, on the contrary,

made no perceptible change in its gradual increase, we must come to the con-

clusion that there are, at least, good grounds for my opinion.

Before closing my report 1 must testify to the coolness, prompt obedience,

and absence of any approach to panic on the part of the officers, and with but

few exceptions on that of the crew, many of whom were at sea for the first time,

and (it must be admitted) under circumstances that were well calculated to ap-

pal the boldest heart. I would beg leave to call the attention of the admiral and
of the department to the particular good conduct of Lieutenant Greene and Acting

Master L. N. Stodder, who remained with me until the last, and by their ex-

ample and bearing did much towards inspiring confidence and obedience on the

part of others. I must also mention favorably Acting Master's Mate Peter Wil-
liams, and Richard Anjier, quartermaster, who both showed on that occasion

the highest qualities of men and seamen. The latter remained at his post, at

the wheel, when the vessel was sinking, and when told by me to get into the

boat, replied, " No, sir, not till you go."

The officers and crew have lost everything but the clothes they wore at the

time they were rescued.

There were no serious injuries received, with the exception of Acting As-
sistant Surgeon G. M. Weeks, who jammed his hand so badly as to require a

partial amputation of several of his fingers.

Every attention and kindness has been shown to us by Captain Trenchard
and his officers, to whom we all feel deeply grateful.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. BANKHEAD, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

hist of tlie missing officers and crew of the United States steamer Monitor
lost December 31, 1862.

Norman Atwater, acting ensign, George Frederickson, acting ensign, R. W.
Hands 3d assistant engineer, George H. Lewis, 3d assistant engineer, John
Stocking boatswain's mate, James Fenwick, quarter gunner, William Bryan,
yeoman, Daniel Moore, officers' steward, Robert Howard, officers' cook, Wil-
liam Allen, landsman, William Eagan, landsman, Jacob Mickles, ordinary sea-

man, Robert Cook, 1st cabin boy, Thomas Joice, 1st (J. fireman, Robert Wil-
liams, 1st C. fireman, George Littlefield, coal-heaver.

J. P. BANKHEAD, Commander.
W. F. Keeler,

Acting Assistant Paymaster.
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leer.Report of Josejjh Waiters, second assistant engint

United States Steamer, Rhode Island,
At Sea, January 1, 1863.

Sir : The following is a report of the condition of the engines and pumps
connected with the engineer's department of the United States iron-clad Moni-
tor on the night of the 30th December, 1862. Between the hours of 8 and
9 p. m. of that evening I received orders from Captain Bankhead to examine
and have ready for use all pumps connected with the engineer's department,

an order which I promptly obeyed.

I immediately went to the engine room, and found the bilge pump connected
with the main engine in good condition and working well, as it had been during

the day. I had the discharge-pipe of the centrifugal pump connected to its

proper place, and all ready for use, and before leaving the engine room I gave
orders to Mr. Hands, the engineer then on duty, in case the water should in-

crease to let me know, and at the same time to start the Worthington pump,
and use the bilge injection. I then left the engine room, and reported to Cap-
tain Bankhead that all pumps were ready for use. In a few minutes I returned

to the engine room again, and found the water about one inch deep on the en-

gine room floor. The Worthington pump and bilge injection at that time were
both in use. I remained in the engine room, and finding that the water did not

decrease, I had the contrifugal pump started. It worked well and constant, but

still the water increased. I reported to Captain Bankhead that I would have to

reduce the speed of the main engines in order to save steam for the use of the

Worthington and centrifugal pumps. The ash-pits at that time were more than
half full of water, allowing but very little air to reach the fires. At the same
time the blowers, used for producing a current of air to the fires, were throwing

a great amount of water. The speed of the main engines was reduced, but still

the pressure of steam decreased, and the amount of water in the ship increased,

until it reached the fires and gradually extinguished them. The pressure of

steam in the boilers at that time was five pounds per square inch, and the

main engine stopped; the Worthington and centrifugal pumps still working
slowly, but finally stopj^ed.

I reported the circumstances to Captain Bankhead. A few minutes later I

received an order to leave the engine room, and proceed to get in the boats. It

was then between the hours of 12 p. m. and 1 a. m., and the fires nearly ex-

tinguished.

I am, sir, very respectfully yours, &c,
JOSEPH WATTERS,

Second Assistant Engineer, United States Steamer Monitor.

Commander Bankhead,
United States Steamer Monitor.

B.

Report of Commander S. D. Trenchard, commanding United States steamer

Rhode Is/and.

United States Steamer Rhode Island,

Hampton Roads, January 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report, in conformity with your orders of the 24th

ultimo, the Rhode Island proceeded to sea, with the iron-clad steamer Monitor

in tow, at 2.30 p. m. of the 29th ultimo, the wind being light from the south-

ward and westward, with' a smooth sea.
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The weather continued favorable during the night, and the Monitor towed

easily; speed ranging between five and six miles per hour.

At 1 p. m. of the 30th made Cape Hatteras light-house, bearing W.SW.,
fourteen miles distant.

The weather during the day continued the same. At sunset, when seventeen

(17) miles SE. of Cape Hatteras, made the steamer State of Georgia, with the

Passaic in tow, to the north and eastward of us, the wind being light at the time

from southward and westward, with indications of good weather.

Between 8 and 9 p. m. the wind freshened, hauling more to the southward,

and attended with rainy and squally weather.

At 9 p. m. the Monitor made signals to stop. We stopped the engines, start-

ing them again soon after. During the interval the Monitor appeared to be

lying in the trough of the sea, laboring heavily, the sea making a complete

breach over her. The steamer was then brought head to wind and sea, under

easy steam, and the Monitor rode much easier, and made better weather.

About two hours afterwards, (11 p. m.,) when about twenty miles S. SW. of

Cape Hatteras, Commander Bankhead made signals for assistance, and upon
hailing learned the Monitor was in a sinking condition. We lowered our launch

and first cutter without delay, and commenced getting the crew on board.

While so engaged the Monitor ranged upon our port quarters, staving in the

launch, and to prevent a serious collision, by which the Rhode Island would

have been badly injured, it was necessary to force the steamer ahead a little.

While under our quarter ropes were thrown on board the Monitor, but so re-

luctant did the crew appear to leave their vessel that they did not take advan-

tage of this opportunity to save themselves.

The vessels now being separated, a third boat was then lowered to assist the

others in getting the crew on board. Acting Master's Mate Brown, the officer

in charge of the first cutter, deserves credit for the skillful manner in which he

managed his boat, having made two trips to the Monitor and rescuing a number
of her men. Encouraged by the success attending them, Mr. Brown started on
another trip, and soon after was hailed, and directed to lie on his oars, or drop

astern and be towed up, as the Rhode Island would steam from the Monitor as

soon as the men could be got on board from the boats alongside, and the boats

hoisted up. Mr. Brown, .perhaps not understanding the order, proceeded on in

the direction of the Monitor, whose red light from her turret was still visible,

but by the time the steamer was ready to turn her wheels the light had un-

fortunately disappeared (1 30 a. m. 31st ultimo.) The steamer proceeded slowly

in the direction in which the Monitor bore when last seen, and endeavored to

keep her position as near it as possible throughout the night, burning Coston's

night signals at intervals.

After daylight, not seeing anything of the missing boat, I decided to cruise

between the position she had separated from us and Cape Hatteras and the ex-

tremity of its shoals with the hope of falling in with her. This plan was carried

out, and the day (31st ultimo) was passed in this way, but I regret to say with-

out success. It is possible, however, that the boat may have been picked up by
one of the numerous vessels that were seen off the coast on that day. The boat

was buoyant, had a good crew, and was no doubt well managed, and I enter-

tain hope that her daring crew have been saved by some passing vessel.

Acting Ensign Taylor, the officer who had charge of the launch which had
rendered good service, speaks in high praise of the gallant conduct of Acting
Master's Mate Stevens, who, when the launch was manning, went quietly into

the boat, took one of the oars, and, while alongside the Monitor, in striving to

save others, was himselfwashed from the boat, but was rescued by the first cutter.

Mr. Taylor also speaks in high terms of David Y. Compton, cockswain of the
launch, who, when the boat was stove and rendered unfit for service, row-locks
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broken, declared he would not leave the boat, but would go to the Monitor, even
if he had to scull the boat.

I enclose herewith a list of the men of the missing boat belonging to the

Rhode Island.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roads.

Thefollowing is a list of the men missing in the first cutterfrom the United
States steamer Rhode Island :

Acting Master's Mate D. Rodney Brown, in charge; Charles H. Smith and
Maurice Wagg, cockswains ; Hugh Logan, captain after-guard ; Lewis A. Horton,
seaman ; John Jones, landsman ; Luke M. Griswold, ordinary seaman, and
George Moore, seaman.

Respectfully submitted.

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD, Commander.

C.

Report of Commander Jas. F. Armstrong, commanding State of Georgia.

United States Steamer State of Georgia,
Hampton Roads, Va., January 3, 1863.

Sir : In answer to your inquiries as to the weather on our late passage to

Beaufort, I have the honor to state that this ship left this port, with the Pas-

saic in tow, at 2 p. m. on December 29. At 5 p. m. passed Cape Henry light

and steered to the southward, wind light from the westward and weather pleas

ant. On Tuesday morning at 9 a. m. the wind changed to the southward and
westward, increasing in force and causing a rough sea. At 5.50 p. m. Cape
Hatteras light was seen west-northwest. From meridian to 4 p. m. weather
stormy ; several vessels seen ; the Catawba, with ship conveying troops, and the

Rhode Island, towing the Monitor, about five miles distant to the southwest of

us. From 8 to midnight heavy squalls of wind and rain. At 10.30 p. m.
Passaic made signal to return ; changed course to the northeast to pass Hat-
teras. December 31 commenced with strong breezes and heavy sea, and
dark rainy weather. At 3.30 a. m. Passaic made signals "slowly sinking;"

prepared boats to render her all assistance. At 5 wind changed to northwest,

and the barometer, which had fallen to 29.30, began to rise. At 2 p. m., weather
now moderate, Passaic signalled to proceed to Beaufort, North Carolina;

changed our course to the southward, passed Cape Hatteras in the first watch,

sounding frequently in 11, 13 and 9 fathoms of water. January 1 commenced
with stray winds from the northwest and overcast. At 10 a. m. spoke off

Cape Lookout shoal the United States steamer Columbia, and learned from her

that the Monitor had foundered on Tuesday night, with the loss of men, and that

the Rhode Island has lost men in trying to rescue the Monitor's. At 4.30

p. m. anchored off Beaufort; the Passaic received a pilot and proceeded into port.

I went in a boat, received a communication from Captain Drayton for you, and
heard the news of the loss of the Monitor confirmed by Captain Drayton. I
understand sixteen men of the Monitor and twelve from the Rhode Island were
lost, as well as two officers, but did not learn whether belonging to the Monitor
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or Rhode Island. Pulled out to my ship, got underweigh at midnight of Jan-

uary 2 and returned to this port, arriving this morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. F. ARMSTRONG,
Commander, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

United StatesJlag-steamer Philadelphia.

RESCUE OF THE MISSING BOAT'S CREW OF THE RHODE ISLAND.

United States Flag-ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., Januury 30, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a letter from Commander S. D. Trenchard,
commanding United States steamer Rhode Island, dated the 10th instant, from
Beaufort, North Carolina, enclosing a statement derived from Acting Master's

Mate D. R. Brown, regarding his experience with seven men in the Rhode
Island's boat, which, in the final effort to save the last of the Monitor's crew, was
lost at sea December 30, and picked up on the morning of the 31st by the

schooner A. Colby, Master H. D. Harriman, of Bucksport, Maine, bound to

Fernandina, with bricks for government use.

In my No. 104, of January 24, I reported to the department the general

facts of the case as reported to me by Captain Drayton and Acting Lieutenant

Townsend. I would respectfully call the attention of the department to the

humane conduct of Captain Harriman, as narrated in the enclosed, and to the

injuries his vessel sustained, and to the serious delay he incurred in his efforts

to place the officers and boat's crew of the Rhode Island in a place of safety.

When last heard from the A. Colby was at Beaufort, North Carolina, whither

she had been towed by the Miami from Hatteras inlet to receive repairs.

I have written to the commanding officer of the storeship there to ascertain

officially how the repairs of this vessel were made, at whose and what expense,

and what steps, if any, were taken at Beaufort towards securing Master H. D.
Harriman from loss.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com^dg North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Commander S. D. Trenchard.

United States Steamer Rhode Island,
Beaufort Harbor, January 10, 1863.

Sir : It gives me great satisfaction to report that Acting Master's Mate D. R.
Brown, together with the boat's crew missing from this vessel, have rejoined
the Rhode Island.

They reached Beaufort on the 2d instant, I enclose herewith a statement in
detail of Mr. Brown's last trip in the first cutter of this vessel.

I would respectfully bring to your consideration the noble conduct of Captain
Harriman in rescuing our men, in which service his vessel sustained serious
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injury by getting on Diamond shoals, and which T trust may be made good to

him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD,
Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Statement of Acting Master D. R. Brown.

United States Ship Rhode Island,
Beaufort Harbor, January 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report Mr. Brown's statement to be in substance as

follows :

After having made two trips to the Monitor he started on the third, and upon
leaving the Rhode Island he saw the red light burning at the flag-staff of the

Monitor, and apparently about one mile distant. As the wind and sea were
against him he made but little progress, yet he continued gaining until within

a quarter of a mile of the Monitor, when the light became extinguished ; it

appeared to settle gradually in the water as he approached her, and then it

disappeared. When he approached what he supposed to be the position of the

vessel he could perceive no other trace of her except an eddy, apparently pro-

duced by the sinking of the vessel. He remained near that position as long as

he deemed prudent, in order to rescue any of the crew that might be on the

water, but found none. He then started for the Rhode Island, which then

appeared to be two miles distant ; the weather being overcast, attended with a

light rain ;
wind hauling to the northward. Soon after he lost sight of the

Rhode Island, but afterwards saw the first, second, and third lights she

burned ; headed for her and finally lost sight of her lights. This is the last he
saw of the Rhode Island. He then made a drag of the boat's mast, by which
he kept her head to sea, and the crew on the lookout for signals. As no more
could be seen he then pulled for the northward and eastward, finding the sea to

be too rough to pull directly to the west, hoping to fall in with some of the

numerous coasting vessels. He kept the crew pulling all night in order to

overcome the great strength of the northeast current ; considering that if they

did not exert themselves to do so they would be out of the track of all vessels.

At daylight he discovered a steamer some four or five miles distant ; soon

after making her she stood away from them. He also mentioned seeing a small

black boat some distance off, with two or three men in her ; seeing her as she

rose three times upon the waves, and then disappearing. At this time they were
very much taken up with the management of their own boat, the sea being very
irregular, and coming from all quarters. After losing sight of the steamer

already referred to, Mr. Brown, saw a large ship close hauled, the wind being

at the time from the northward and westward. We had approached sufficiently

near to see the men upon her decks, but she passed without noticing his signals.

He then pulled directly in for the land, which he estimated was about forty

(40) miles distant. This was about 9.30 a. m. on the 31st ultimo, and about

one hour afterwards he made a schooner to leward. He got up the crew's coats

for sails, and peaking his oars to assist ran down for her, and at 11 a. m. arrived

alongside. The schooner proved to be the A. Colby, Captain H. D. Harriman,
of Bucksport, Maine, bound to Fernandina with bricks for government use. Mr.

Brown and his crew were received with the greatest degree of kindness and
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attention, and taking the boat on board. The captain was requested to land

the officer and his men at Beaufort, North Carolina, which he consented to do ; and
in running in for the coast, with the view of ascertaining more correctly his position,

being without observations, struck on the Diamond shoal, off Cape Hatteras,

causing the schooner to leak very badly. The same night the vessel anchored

under the land near Hatteras Inlet. On the following day, the 1st instant,

Mr. Brown went on board the United States steamer Miami, Captain Townsend,
reporting to him the situation of himself and crew, who despatched twelve (12)

men to aid in assisting the schooner, and the same afternoon they started for

Beaufort. At sunset they were overtaken by the Miami, taken in tow, brought

into Beaufort, reaching there on the morning of the 2d. Upon arriving there

Mr. Brown reported to Captain Drayton, the senior naval officer, requesting

that himself and crew might be permitted to remain on board the A. Colby to

aid her captain in keeping his vessel afloat until a certain amount of her cargo

could be removed, and he be placed in a position to work his vessel with his

own crew, remaining there until the 8th, when he went on board the storeship

Wm. Badger, Captain Carr, by whom Mr. Brown and his men were treated with

every degree of kindness and attention, and, upon the arrival of the Rhode
Island, the following day rejoinded his own vessel.

Mr. Brown speaks of Captain Harriman in the following terms :

"'I cannot say too much in praise of Captain Harriman, who did all that

could be done, and thought nothing of the trouble to which we necessarily

put him to by so altering his original voyage ; and, although all he possesses

was in the schooner, yet he told me when she struck that he would willingly

lose all to save any one, and that if he should lose his vessel and cargo he
should never regret having taken us on board."

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD,
Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL LEE REPORTS ATTACK ON THE TOWN OF PLY-
MOUTH, NORTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 6, 1863.

Sm : I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a report, dated December
10, from Lieutenant Commander Flusser, commanding the Commodore Perry,
marked A, enclosing a copy of a report marked B, and dated December 10, from
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Behm, commanding the Southfield, regarding an
attackby the enemy on the town of Plymouth, North Carolina, early on the morning
of the 10th of December, in which the Southfield received a shot through her
steam-drum, had three men Avounded and one drowned. * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

3 N
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Reportfrom Lieutenant Commander C. W. Flusser.

United States Steamer Commodore Perry,
Plymouth, North Carolina, December 10, 1862.

Sir : Last night I left Plymouth, to operate on the Chowan river, leaving the-

Southfield to protect the port. I anchored at the mouth of the Roanoke river,

and at daylight tliis morning returned to Plymouth, being recalled by the firing

of heavy guns in that direction.

Upon reaching Plymouth I found that the enemy, taking advantage of our

absence, had made an attack upon the town, fired, and partially destroyed it

;

the Southfield had been disabled by a shot through the steam-chest, and boats

were at work, towing her down the river ; we took her in tow and immediately

returned with her to the town, but the enemy had retired before our arrival there.

The inhabitants are in the greatest consternation and are fearing another attack

to-night. As near as I can learn, the enemy's force was about 600, comprising

infantry, cavalry, and 4 pieces of artillery.

The casualties on our side are small ; several citizens killed and wounded,
and four men wounded on the Southfield.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. FLUSSER,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Com'g N. A. B. Squadron, U. S. Steamer Philadelphia,

Hamjjton Roads, Va.

P. S.—I send a copy of Captain Benin's report.

Reportfrom Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. F. TV. BeJim.

United States Steamer Southfield,

Off Plymouth, North Carolina, December 10, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that at 5 a. m. we heard musketry
firing on shore ; we immediately beat to quarters and trained our guns on the

port side, so as to command the Plymouth shore. This shore was all lined with
people, flying- from the enemy, making it very difficult to fire without hitting

our own friends. I ordered the anchor to be hove up so as to have the boat urder
command ; stood up the river, and was opened on by the enemy's howitzers,

with canister, shot, &c. This we returned instantly with all the guns we could
get to bear, but the fifth or sixth shot of the enemy went through our steam-
chest, disabling our engine and filling our gangways and hold so full of hot
steam that we could not get at the magazine, and, of course, were unable to fire

any more at the enemy.

I ordered the boats to be lowered, to tow the vessel down the stream and
around the first bend ; we met the Commodore Perry, reported to you the state

of affairs, and asked you to take us in tow. This you kindly consented to, and
what has been done since you were an eye-witness of. Captain B. Ewer, jr.,

commanding the post on shore, came on board with some of his men at half-past

five, and wanted me to get his men off. I could not do so with the steamer, but
offered him my three boats, the other one being disabled by a shot. He did not
think this sufficient, and staid on board until you came up the river. I do not
mean to attach any blame to him, except that he did not inform me in time of

the enemy's attack; and as the shore was lined with people all along, instead of
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allowing us to fire up the streets, he prevented us from doing the execution we
might have done if he had placed every one behind the custom-house, accord-

ing to the agreement made with you.

The engineers are at work, patching up the hole made, and I trust they will

have finished before night.

I have the honor to report the following casualties : William Armstrong,

ordinary seaman, acting quartermaster, shot through the left leg while at the

wheel, and badly hurt ; amputation most likely necessary.

Jol^n W. Smith, landsman, hit with a bnckshotin the forehead ; not seriously.

James Splarn, landsman, shot through the right leg with a rifle ball.

William Morrow, landsman, jumped overboard when the shot struck the steam-

chest, and has not been seen since
;
probably drowned ; certainly missing.

The boat was thoroughly riddled at the forward end, and the enemy's aim

was excellent. I am sorry to inform you that one of our nine-inch guns on the

port side, marked 0. A. & Co., No. 346, 9,130 lbs., has been cracked, having

been twice hit with solid shot, 9 or 12 lb. I herewith most respectfully request

that you will order a survey on this gun. It has been fired twice since receiving

those two shots, but I hardly think it safe for any continued firing.

Some thirty of my men have never been under fire before, I having received

them from the Brandywine only a few days before leaving Hampton Roads, and,

they behaved very badly; the rest did no discredit to the service, and all the

officers behaved excellently.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. F. W. BEHM,
Acfg VoVteer Lieut., Comm'g U. S. Steamer Southfidd.

Captain C. W. Flusser,
Senior Officer, Com'g U. S. Steamer Commodore Perry,

Off Plymouth, North Carolina.

P. S.—I have also to mention that we received two shots through our smoke-
stack, also that after firing the 100-pounder Parrott gun twice the vent got

obstructed, and we were unable to use the gun till alter the action, when we
cleared the vent with a drill.

EXPEDITION AGAINST GOLDSBOROUGH, NORTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, January'10, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully enclose a copy of the official and satisfactory report

(December 30) of Commander Alexander Murray, on the expedition up the
Neuse river, which left Newbern on the 12th December, for the purpose of co-

operating with Major General Foster in his late movement against Goldsbo-
rough, and enclosing a copy of the report of Commander Murray, dated Decem-
ber 16, of Lieutenant Colonel Manchester, commanding the coast-guard, which
operated. under Commander Murray.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A* B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commander A. Murray, senior officer.

United States Sloop Hetzel,

Off Ncwbern, North Carolina, December 30, 1862.

Admiral: The naval movement up the Neuse river, for the purpose of co-

operating with the military forces in furthering the views and plans of General

J. G. Foster in his advance upon the fortifications at Kinston, and the railroad

at or near Goldsborough, consisted at starting of the following vessels, viz :

Name of vessel.

NAVY BOATS.

Delaware
Shawsheen
Lockwood
Seymour

ARMY TRANSPORTS

Ocean Wave
Allisou

Port Royal
Wilson
North State

Commanding- officer.

A. V. Lieut. A. P. Foster, U. S. N.
A. V. Lieut, Woodward, U. S. N..
A. Mr. G. W. Graves, U. S. N
A. Mr. F. S. Wells, U. S. N

Major Uliam, marine artillery

Gunner E. A. McDonald, U. S. N
A. Mr. G. B. Thompson, U. S. N.
Captain Rogers
Captain Berry

No. of

men.

70
30
30
30

50
24
17

15
12

Guns.

The army transports were armed and equipped by officers and men of the

navy, and a part of the marine coast-guard under Lieutenant Colonel Man-
chester.

This flotilla left Newburn on the evening of the 12th instant—the Allison,

Port Royal, Ocean Wave, and Wilson, in the advance under Colonel Manches-
ter—with orders to reconnoitre, and in case of an attack or the discovery of bat-

teries to fall back on the heavier vessels. This movement was partially stra-

tegic, and was very successful. The attack on the batteries, and the falling

back of the lighter boats, the shelling of the woods, and the feint to land a force

on the north bank, had the desired effect. None of the vessels were injured

seriously. The Allison, with a crew of sailors from the Hetzel under Gunner
.McDonald, and having Lieutenant Colonel Manchester of the marine artillery

on board, received three shots from the fire of the enemy's batteries, wounding
four men seriously. One man belonging to the marine artillery was killed on

board the Ocean Wave, having exposed himself to the firing from the bank.

Several men were slightly wounded. Acting Master Thompson of the Hetzel,

temporarily commanding the 'Port Royal, destroyed the batteries, and brought

away the sick and wounded of the army, some four hundred in number. These
boats were partially protected from small armed men by means of bales of hay.

When, besides the low stage of water, it is considered that we had but forty-

eight hours to prepare these light steamers for war purposes, it is a subject of

congratulation that we could accomplish so much.
I enclose the report of Lieutenant Colonel Manchester. These operations

occupied in all ten days.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander and Senior Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P.. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—Master's Mate Williams, of the Shawsheen, had his thigh broken by the

parting of a hawser while attempting to drag off the Seymour.
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CASUALTIES.

Killed.—One marine artilleryman, E. J. Perkins.

Mortally wounded.—James Lloyd, colored boy, of the steamer Ellis, (since

deid.)

Severely wounded.—Master's Mate Williams, of the Shawsheen.

Slightly wounded.—Six, names unknown.
A. MURRAY,

Commander and Senior Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of Lieutenant Colonel II A. Manchester.

Headquarters Marine Artillery,
Newbern, Tiecember 16, 1862.

Sir: In accordance with your instructions, on the 12th instant, after waiting

until 4 o'clock p. m., at Miller's Landing, and learning that your boats could

not reach me for want of water, I proceeded on board the steamer Allison, ac-

companied by the steamers Ocean Wave, Port Royal, Wilson, and North State,

to ascend the Neuse river on a reconnoissance towards Kinston. At dark I

anchored in the neighborhood of Lee's Landing, about twenty miles from New-
born by the river, making all disposition for defence in case of attack. At
daylight on the 13th got under way, and with much difficulty and labor

worked our way up to within two miles of Kinston, meeting with but slight

opposition from the guerillas on shore, by whose fire one man (of the crew of

the late steamer Ellis) was seriously wounded. About two miles from Kinston,

upon a turn in the river, we suddenly found our boats in face of a ten-gun bat-

tery, and penned within the river, with a space of about one hundred feet to

move the boats. I immediately ordered the Port Royal, Ocean Wave, and
Wilson to retire, (the North State not having arrived,) and interposed the

Allison between the battery, which had opened fire, and these boats. The
boats had to be backed down, as the river would not admit of their being turned,

and it occupied some twenty to thirty minutes. We replied to the enemy's
fire with our Parrott gun, the first fire being within canister range. Three shells

were exploded within the batteries with apparent effect, as the enemy ceased

their fire for some after. It was sunset when the firing commenced, and it

became dark so soon that I was scarcely able to get the boats under the pro-

tection of the trees before we were left to grope in total darkness. The enemy's
shell exploded over and around us with but little damage. The Allison re-

ceived three shots, one taking off the tip of the pilot house, the next passing

through the roof and through the smoke-stack, and the third cutting off some
fender and light work. Our boats were moored in double line. Hay, beef,

bread, &c, being packed along the sides, the guns were put into battery on the

decks, and bags of oats spread over the decks. In this position we awaited
until morning, in expectation of the appearance of the enemy. Several attempts

were made to reconnoitre our position in the early evening, which were promptly
defeated by the sentinel fire. A reconnoissance was made on slnye, but with
little information gained. Soon after taking up our position for the night we
heard a heavy firing a few miles to the westward of us, which lasted for half

an hour. At daylight in the morning, upon examination, I found the largest

boat on the bottom, and that the water had fallen during the night over nine-

teen inches. I immediately ordered one of the lighter boats to hitch on to the

Ocean Wave and drag her off, and then to drop down the river to deeper water,
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This was a slow operation, as we had to go stern foremost, and our boat often

grounded. The forenoon was consumed in getting five miles. Here we found
the North State, and learned of a force being below, about three miles, to dis-

pute our passage down. We winded all our boats but the Ocean Wave, and
started on for two miles further, when we succeeded in turning her. The North
State was sent forward to find the enemy's position, the others following to

shell them out. About a mile from an old dam, where the river was swift, on
a turn, we found a party, but they fled after one of their number had been
tumbled into the river by a shot. Firing was kept up occasionally by the

enemy for five miles, when we came upon a party who fired upon us from a

log-house on the river bank ; this party stood but one fire and ran, leaving, as

we learned, several killed and wounded. Here, from a contraband, we learned

that a party of 70 had crossed over that morning to obstruct the river at Old-

field Bank Landing, and that by the addition of others we might expect to meet
140 men there. We proceeded at once to the place, the enemy keeping up an
occasional shot at us. There we found them in possession of both sides of the

river, and occupying the turn so as to fire into the sterns of our boats. They
opened upon the Ocean Wave with a volley, which was returned with interest,

and the other boats seeing the enemy's position, from their fire, opened their

cannon with grape and canister with such effect that the last boat could find no
one to fire upon. The boats after a short delay passed on to Strutsberry, and
there meeting with the boat of the navy reported to you. In the last fight one

man, Edwin J. Perkins, of marine artillery, was killed, and another of that

regiment, and a member of the signal corps, were seriously wounded. Our
loss is one killed and three severely wounded, and several slightly wounded.
Of the enemy one was shot from the bridge and fell into the river, and two
men were blown to pieces on the bank. At the log-house, 30 men are said to

have been in it, when two 30-pounder Parrott's, loaded with canister, were fired

through it, at a distance of two hundred feet, and at the Oldfield Bank Landing
the fire of the Ocean Wave, North State, and Port Royal was direct, and within

four hundred feet of the enemy. The Ocean Wave and Allison are somewhat
shattered, both by shot and by contact with trees, &c. The North State has

lost her rudder, and the other boats are in good order for use.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. MANCHESTER,
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Marine Artillery.

Commander A. Murray.

In the haste of the above report I forgot to mention Acting Master Thomp-
son, of the Hetzel, to whose aid and coolness I was much indebted for the

success of this expedition.

H. A. MANCHESTER,
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Marine Artillery.

JOINT EXPEDITION UP THE PAMUNKEY RIYER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
• Newport News, Va., January 10, 1863.

Sir : I transmit enclosed a report (January 9,) by Commander F. A. Parker, of

.a joint expedition up the Pamunkey river, on the 7th and 8th instant, with

the navy gunboats Mahaska and Commodore Morris, and the army tug May
1 Queen.

A list of the captures made by the land force is enclosed in Commander Par-



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 39

ker's report. A more extensive enterprise was projected, but want of water at

the obstructions prevented its full success. As a reconnoissance it is valuable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander F. A. Parker.

United States Steamer Mahaska,

Off Yorktown, Va., January 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with the plan ap-

proved by you, and submitted by me to Major General Keyes on the 2d instant,

I left this place night before last and proceeded to West Point. Here a force

of two hundred cavalry, under Major Hall, was disembarked, which proceeded

immediately to Indian Town, on the Pamunkey, while a company of infan-

try held possession of West Point, under cover of the guns of the General

Putnam. I then, with this vessel, the Commodore Morris, and a small tug,

called the May Queen, entered the Pamunkey. Contrary, however, to my ex-

pectation, from my previous understanding with him, my pilot was not willing

to run through the "blockade"—a number of sunken vessels so called—off

Cumberland before daylight. I therefore came to anchor until half-past three

a. in., when I commenced the ascent of the river. At nine o'clock, when off

Indian Town, within a mile and a half of the White House by land and five

miles by the river, the tug grounded in mid-channel in seven feet water, and re-

mained hard and fast until, by running a line to her from his vessel, Lieutenant

Commander Gillis succeeded in hauling her off. I now found that the water in

the river was lower, owing to the prevalence of northerly winds, than my pilot

had ever known it to be within his experience of fifteen years, and that it would
be impossible to cross the bar for some hours. After remaining there about an
hour, finding the tide still falling, and that my movements were observed from
the shore, while a dense smoke was going up from the White House, which I

supposed to be from a signal-fire, I deemed it proper, under my instructions, to

retrace my steps. Upon my way down I shelled Cumberland Heights, where I

expected to find the sharpshooters of General Wise's brigade, now stationed in

that vicinity. I met, however, with no resistance whatever. I also landed a

force and destroyed a railroad bridge of the West Point and White House rail-

road ; cut the telegraph wires, cut down the poles, &c. (I would remark here

that this road, although in tolerable running order, is not used now, owing to

the destruction of the bridge across the Pamunkey at the White House by our

army last summer.)
Upon my arrival at West Point I was agreeably surprised to find that what

I had supposed to be a signal-fire at the White House was the burning of prop-

erty there by Major Hall, who arrived at Indian Town just after sunrise, and,

finding no force there, or at the White House opposite, except a solitary horse-

man, who galloped off in the direction of Richmond on his approach, sent six

men in a skiff across the river to the White House and burned the property
there.

Enclosed I send you a list of the articles captured and destroyed by Major
Hall, by which you will perceive that the expedition was a success. Major
Hall met with no force of the rebels on his route, and could not hear of any
being in that vicinity. He learned that the rebels had an "iron car" on the
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Richmond and York River railroad, which was removed from the White House
on Monday last.

In my reconnoissance of the Pamunkey I discovered no signs of life, and
there is not a gun in position on the river.

, whom I employ as a spy, (as you know,) informs me that on
Wednesday last the rebels commenced throwing up a new defensive work of

some kind on the Richmond and Williamsburg road, three miles from the former

city.

I have to compliment Lieutenant Commander Gillis, who will hand you this

communication, on the skilful handling of his vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding A7
. A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Captured at Indian Town.—8 wagons, loaded with pig-lead, glue, leather,

gutta-percha, and ordnance stores; 35 mules, and 15 horses.

Destroyed at the White House.—Signal station, railroad depot, storehouses,

2 cars and water-tanks, a quantity of commissary stores, 1,000 bushels wheat,

4 large casks of whiskey, and a lot of sutler's stores, consisting of soap, salt,

c mdles, &c; 2 sloops, 2 barges, 4 pontoon boats, a small steamer called the

Little Magruder, a large scow, used as a ferry-boat, and 2 hawsers.

Letter of Major General Keyes, com?nendatory of Commander F. A. Parker.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Ncioport News, Virginia, January 16, 1863.

Sir : It gives me pleasure and satisfaction to enclose herewith a copy of a

letter of January 14, from Major General E. D. Keyes, commanding at York-
town, Virginia, commending the enterprise and discretion of Commander Fox-
hall A. Parker, commanding United States ship Mahaska, and calling attention

to the admirable manner in which he has carried on his duties as senior naval

officer in that neighborhood.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'g N A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps, Office of Com'g General,
Yorktown, Virginia, January 14, 1863.

Sir: In the course of my service here my attention has been necessarily

called on many occasions to the manner in which the gunboats on York river

co-operate with the land forces. I have particularly noticed the admirable man-
ner in which Captain Foxhall A. Parker has exercised his office of immediate

commander of the naval forces in this neighborhood. That officer certainly

combines in his character caution and enterprise in a remarkable degree, and I
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trust I do not infringe any rule of service when I solicit for "him a full measure

of your confidence, and such an amount of discretion in the discharge of his

duties as will enable him to act in concert with me, as is often necessary at a

moment's notice.

I remain, with high respect, your most obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES, Major General.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

NAVAL CO-OPERATION WITH THE ARMY NEAR WEST POINT, VIRGINIA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Newport News, Virginia, January 16, 1863,

Sir : I respectfully forward herewith a copy of a letter from Commander F.

A. Parker, dated the 14th, reporting the results of the naval co-operation with

a movement of Major General Keyes, on the 13th, in the neighborhood of West
Point, York river.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander F. A. Parker, commanding U. S. S. Mahaska.

United States Steamer Mahaska,

Off Yorktown, Virginia, January 14, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, at the request of Major General

Keyes, I proceeded yesterday morning to West Point, to cover the landing of a

body of infantry who were despatched a few miles into the interior in search of

cattle. Acting Ensign Black of this vessel accompanied the expedition with a

howitzer and thirty seamen. At sunset the party came in, bringing a number
of beeves, when I returned to this anchorage.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Com'g N. A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL LEE FORWARDS REPORTS OF EXPEDITION TO CAP-

TURE WILMINGTON PILOTS.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Virginia, January 19, 1863.

Sir: I have the satisfaction of enclosing a copy of a report (January 8)
from Lieutenant W. B. Oushing, regarding the results of an enterprise, conceived
and carried out by him under my sanction, to capture Wilmington pilots, and
which, though unsuccessful in its immediate object, both at Cape Fear river and
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at Little river, where lie landed and carried by storm an earthwork, does great
credit to the gallantry of this promising young officer.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, CorrCg N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report from Lieutenant W. B. Cushing.

Beaufort, North Carolina, January 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I failed to capture the Wilmington pilots,

because my schooner was three times becalmed inshore at the points where I

desired to act.

Having learned, however, that there was a pilot station at " Little river,"

thirty miles below Fort Caswell, I made sail for that point and reached it on the

morning of the 5th. At 8 o'clock at night, I crossed the bar with three cutters

and twenty-five men, and proceeded up the river. My object was to look for

pilots ; and, also, to find some schooners supposed to be inside. About a mile

from the mouth the enemy gave us a volley of musketry from a bluff on the

left.

I beached the boats at once, formed my men about two hundred yards from
the enemy's position, and gave the order, " Forward ! double-quick ! charge !

"

Without firing a musket, the men moved forward ; and when we got clear of

the woods 1 saw a fort in front and the light of the camp fires. Knowing that

the rebels were ignorant of our numbers, I charged with the bayonet and cap-

tured their work, going over one side as they escaped over the other. I found
the fort an earthwork, surrounded by a ditch about ten feet broad by five deep.

Inside was a blockhouse pierced for musketry. JSo guns were mounted. I

learned that it was held by one company of infantry. The enemy left in such
haste that their stores, clothing, ammunition, and a portion of their arms were
captured. I destroyed all that I could not bring away.

I went a short distance further up the river ; had another skirmish ; did not

see the schooners
;
got out of ammunition, and returned with the loss of but one

man shot in the leg. In conclusion, I beg leave to state that officers and men
behaved nobly. Acting Master's Mates Valentine and Hicks were with me.
Acting Master Savage, commanding mortar schooner Matthew Vasser, fur-

nished me with two boats and a portion of the men.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Commander A. Murray,
Senior Officer commanding in Sounds of North Carolina.

P. S.-^-The fort was in South Carolina, one mile from the border line.
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LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER COLUMBIA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., January 24, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report by Acting

Ensign James S. Williams, late of the United States steamer Columbia, regard-

ing the loss of that vessel off Masonboro' Inlet, on the 14th instant.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Cum'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, 'Washington, D. G.

Report of Acting Ensign James S. Williams.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., January 23, 1863.

Sir : In accordance with your orders, I herewith furnish you a report of the

circumstance attending the loss of the United States steamer Columbia on the

14th instant.

At 5.30 p. m. of the 14th, the ship was headed in for the land, with a man at

the lead, intending to anchor in 7£ fathoms of water. Weather mild, but hazy.

Gradually shoaling our water until 6.30 p. m., when the man in the chains called

half-seven, upon which the engine was stopped, and hands at their stations for

anchoring, the commander and executive officer being on the bridge, Acting
Master Howell on the forecastle, and myself upon the quarter-deck. Almost
immediately upon stopping the engine white water was discovered ahead, when,
upon throwing the lead, I found we had 2J fathoms, the man in the chains

calling 7J.
Upon seeing white water the bell was struck to back the engine, but before

it could be done the ship was in the breakers with but eight feet of water, (she

drawing 11 feet aft.)

Every effort was now used to lighten the ship by throwing overboard coal

and pig-iron until she swung broadside on the beach, when she began to thump
very hard, and roll so as to render it impossible to work to any advantage, and
the sea making in fast. At 11.20 p. m. I was ordered to take the gig and (being

supplied with signals) to make all haste in reaching one of the vessels off New
Inlet, we lying, as near as I could judge, off Masonboro', North Carolina, aud
about half a mile from the beach. The sea being very rough on Wednesday
night I made but little headway, and at daylight of the 1.5th it set in a hard
gale from the S.SW., so that I did not arrive at the nearest vessel (the Cam-
bridge) until 4.20 p. m., and reported the case to Captain Parker, who immedi-
ately got underway and ran down abreast of the wreck, and anchored until

daylight of the 16th, when we found the Penobscot off the wreck, and also that

he had succeeded in taking off about thirty persons, besides Master's Mate
Morse and five men, who came to her on the 15th in a boat.

On the 16th it blew a heavy gale from the SW., with heavy sea, and wind
hauling into NW. in evening. At 8.30 a boat from the wreck came off in

charge of Master's Mate Bourne, bringing eight or ten persons and the pay-
master's clerk.

Mr. Bourne reported to me that the ship had worked in about four times her
length and was thumping very hard, and that the guns had been spiked and
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thrown overboard, and the foremast cut away, which eased her greatly. At 9

a. m. of 16th the Cambridge and Penobscot ran in and fired on the shore with
their rifled guns until a battery on shore opened on the Columbia, which vessel

had a white flag flying. Upon the gunboats stopping their fire the batteries

ceased, and the wind and sea being very high, so that a boat could not reach

the wreck, and the sea making a breach over. About noon a boat was seen to

leave the wreck for the shore, and in a short time after a large number of people

were seen on the beach, and it was supposed they had landed. At night the

wind moderated, and on the morning of Saturday it was smooth as a pond, and
two boats were seen running from the wreck to the shore. At 9 a. m. of the

17th the gunboats ran in and opened their fire on the wreck and shore, which
was returned by the batteries on the beach.

The rebels having possession of the vessel, and before leaving her they bent,

on our ensign by one corner and ran it up. At 10.30 the gunboats hauled off

and anchored, and the rebels boarded the wreck again ; and at 3 p. m., or about

that hour, she was discovered to be on fire ; and at 9 p. m. she was nearly burnt

out, the fire getting quite dim. At 9.30 p. m. I took passage in the Mount Vernon
for Beaufort, and have proceeded on to here with all possible despatch.

There are now missing 12 officers and about 40 men, all of whom, I think,

landed on Friday.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. S. WILLIAMS,
Acting Ensign,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com?nanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Despatch of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, transmitting further information con'

cerning the Columbia.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., February 1, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith duplicate report (A) of Lieutenant

Commander J. E. De Haven, commanding Penobscot, dated January 17, 1863, re-

garding the loss of the United States steamer Columbia, on the night of Janu-
ary 14, accompanied by a copy of a report (B) by Paymaster's Clerk H. H.
Fanning, of that vessel, dated January 17, and a list (C) of officers and crew
saved from that vessel.

I also enclose duplicate report, (D,') No. 6, from Commander W. A. Parker,

commanding Cambridge, and dated January 17, on the subject; and duplicate

report, (E,) No. 7, from the senior officer, and of same date, on the same subject.

My No. 103, of December 24, to the department enclosed a copy of the re-

port of Acting Ensign Williams, late of the Columbia, on her loss.

I have directed that the officers and crew saved from the Columbia be dis-

tributed among the vessels off Wilmington.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g N. A B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C,
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A.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Jos. JE. De Haven,

United States Gunboat Penobscot,

Of New Inlet, N. C, January 17, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that, on the morning of the 14th instant, at about 10

o'clock, while on my passage from Beaufort to join the fleet off New Inlet, and

when about twelve miles distant therefrom, I heard several guns fired inshore,

and soon afterwards made a vessel apparently aground.

I immediately stood in for her, and made her out to be the United States

steamer Columbia, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jos. P. Couthouy, ashore in the

breakers.

A boat from the Columbia boarded me when about a mile off, from the officer

of which I learned that the vessel went on shore the evening before, and that

the guns fired were signals of distress, the vessel being so firmly aground as to

render futile all hopes of saving her.

I immediately sent back the Columbia's boat to board the ship, and one from

this vessel to sound the water. It was not considered safe to board the Colum-
bia as the wind was blowing a heavy gale from the south, and the surf was very

heavy around the vessel]; but the pilot finding good water nearly up to where
the ship lay, I run this vessel in within a cable's length of the Columbia, and
anchored in four fathoms water. Mr. Jack, executive officer of this vessel, vol-

unteered to pick a boat's crew and go in to the relief of the Columbia. I gave
him the launch, with eleven picked men, who also volunteered, and he went in,

but soon sent me back word that he could do nothing more than save the crew,

which I ordered him to do as fast as possible. Mr. Jack anchored the launch

as near as practicable to the Columbia, and went in with the Columbia's boat

and his own crew under the bows of the Columbia, where a tremendous surf

was running at the time, and took a line from the vessel to the launch, I at the

same time signalling to Captain Couthouy to abandon, if necessary, which signal

was not understood by him, he, I presume, having no telegraphic dictionary.

By means of the line from the steamer's bows to the launch some thirty of the

crew were hauled through the surf and saved, but night coming on Captain

•Couthouy refused to send any more men that night, and the boats were called

alongside, with the exception of the launch, which was left in position for re-

commencing operations in the morning, with the Columbia's boat alongside of

her for a tender. But about 10 o'clock, the gale still increasing, and the Co-
lumbia's boat having been swamped, the officer in charge of the launch returned

on board with that boat.

At 12 the sea ran so high that in order to save my own vessel (I only hav-

ing one anchor) I deemed it prudent to get under way, and gave the order to

heave up the anchor and stand off to sea.

At daylight Friday morning we were several miles from the unfortunate

steamer, but made for her directly. We were at this time joined by the Cam-
bridge, Commander Parker, senior officer, off New Inlet, and we stood in to-

gether for the Columbia, coming to anchor nearly in our old position of the day
before. We had no more than got our anchors down before the emmy opened
fire on us from the shore with several batteries, every shot going over our deck,

which rendered it necessary for us to change our position, firing, however, with
our 20-pounder Parrott, the roughness of the sea preventing us from casting

tyloose our 11-inch Dahlgren. The firing from the shore was still kept up,

mostly at the Columbia, many of their shots penetrating her, which vessel soon
hoisted a flag of truce, which was not regarded by the enemy.
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At about 10 a. m. the Columbia sent a boat through the surf, with two officers

and five men, with a letter from Captain Couthouy, informing me that he was
ready to blow up his vessel as soon as his crew could be taken off. This com-
munication I sent on board the Cambridge to Captain Parker, but, as the gale

was still increasing, it was not considered prudent by him to send in boats, but

to lay by the Columbia until the wind moderated, and then to save all we could.

At 12 m. the enemy ceased firing on the Columbia, and boarded her from the

shore, the captain of that vessel having surrendered her.

Nothing was saved from the Columbia, with the exception of the chronometer
and sextant, which are on board this vessel, subject to the orders of yourself or

the Navy Department.

On the morning of this date, the weather having moderated, we again went in

company with the Cambridge, both vessels opening -at short range upon the Co-
lumbia, and driving from her a large number of men, who were probably at

work stripping the vessel. A rebel flag was flying over her at the time of the

action. Several batteries opened upon us from the shore, many of their shot

going over us, but fortunately not hitting us. After firing eleven times with

my 11-inch gun I found that the carriage was split, rendering its further use

dangerous to the ship's company, on reporting which to Captain Parker he
ordered me to join the fleet off New Inlet, and send another vessel to his

assistance.

I give you hereAvith a list of the officers and crew of the Columbia who were
saved, and are now on board this vessel, the others, with the exception of one

officer and a boat's crew on board the Cambridge, are probably all prisoners.

The gallant manner in which Acting Master Chas. E. Jack conducted him-

self was highly creditable, and I would most respectfully recommend him to the

favorable consideration of the Navy Department, as I would also the men who
volunteered to accompany him, the following being a list of their names and
rates

:

Patrick McMahan, captain fore, acting cockswain ; Henry McDonald, master

at arms ; James Pike, boat's mate ; John Welsh, captain after-guard ; Henry
Scott, cockswain ; Thomas Brannon, captain fore ; Thomas Gibson, quartermas-

ter ; Nicholas Flanigham, seaman ; George Eaton, seaman ; James Parker, sea-

man ; Charles Galaway, landsman.

I also send you the statement of Paymaster's Clerk Henry H. Fanning, re-

lating to the disaster to the Columbia.

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH E. DE HAVEN,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

B.

Report of Paymaster's Clerk H. H. Fanning.

United States Gunboat Penobscot,
January 17, 1S63.

Sir : In obedience to your instructions, I herewith submit an account of the

loss of the United States steamer Columbia, Joseph P. Couthouy, acting volun-

teer lieutenant commanding. *

On the afternoon of Wednesday, January 14th, we left the Fishing Grounds

and proceeded back to our regular anchorage. About 6 o'clock p. m. Mr.
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Howell, acting master, in charge of the deck, sent word to the captain, who was

in his cabin at dinner, that the man at the lead reported ten fathoms of water,

but that he thought we were too near inshore, as the two houses here appeared

very near. The captain sent back word to let her run until she was in seven

and a half fathoms, and not to bring her to anchor before that time.

Immediately after sending said word to the officer of the deck the captain

came up from his cabin and stood on the bridge about three minutes, when Mr.

Morse, acting master's mate, who was on the forecastle, sang out, "white water

ahead." The captain immediately ordered the engines reversed, but before

they were reversed the ship struck, and the breakers appeared all around us.

After the ship was hard and fast aground the yards were braced around and

sails set on the foremast in hopes of getting her bow off; the coal in bags was then

thrown overboard, which did not seem to ease her at all. The engines stopped

working in about half an hour after she struck in consequence of the sand

getting into the boiler.

About 11 o'clock p. m. a boat was sent in search of the fleet, in charge of

Acting Ensign Williams and ten men, as we received no response to our signal

guns and rockets. At 12 o'clock, the ship continuing to pound and thump very

heavy, the foremast was cut away, which eased her very much. At daylight

Thursday, January 15th, our small boat, with Acting Ensign Williams, appeared

in sight off our starboard bow, about three miles from the ship. At 10 o'clock

a. m. a sail appeared in sight. We immediately commenced firing signal guns,

when it bore down to us, and proved to be the United States gunboat Penobscot.

We sent a boat out to her in charge of Acting Master's Mate Morse, when she

came to anchor very near us, right on the edge of the breakers. At 3 o'clock

p. m. the Penobscot's boat came under our boat and took a line out to her launch

at anchor between us and the Penobscot. We then commenced to send the

crew, one by one, out to the launch on a life-line; up to dark we sent thirty- two

men. During Thursday night the wind increased to a gale, and the sea made a

clear breach over the ship, and she pounded and thumped fearfully. About
midnight the first lieutenant, Acting Master Balch, sent word forward to the

men to look out for themselves, as the ship was going to pieces. The men all

came aft to the quarter-deck, and some of them lashed themselves to the rigging

of the mainmast, and some to the stanchions. During the forepart of the

night the Penobscot made signals to us which we did not understand. At day-

light the Penobscot again stood inshore, having put further out to sea during

the night. At 7 o'clock a. m. Friday, January 16th, the rebels fired on us from

a battery on shore on our starboard quarter, the first shot passing over us within

one foot of our smoke-stack. On their continuing to fire on us the captain

ordered the white flag run up, when they ceased firing. As soon as the Penob-
scot had got well in towards us, the captain ordered the American ensign

hoisted, union down, and let the white flag still fly ; upon which the rebels re-

opened fire on us from two batteries on shore, just astern of us, the shell burst-

ing very near us. The quarter-boat was then lowered, and Acting Master's

Mate Bourne and seven men, together with myself, put out to the Penobscot
with a despatch for the captain, and also carried out the ship's chronometer and
sextant. Upon the captain ordering away the quarter-boat the paymaster
asked permission to go in her, but was refused, as the captain said both the

paymaster and his clerk could not go. I being sick at the time, the paymaster
allowed me to go in his stead. Up to the time I left the ship she had not made
any water, or injured herself in any way, except the machinery, which was
badly broken. As soon as the rebels commenced firing on us the captain ordered

our six twenty-four-pound howitzer to be spiked with rat-tail file and thrown
overboard, which was done. The thirty-pound rifle gun on our forecastle still

remained on board, though, I believe, spiked. From the time the ship first



48 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

struck the captain seemed to loose all self-possession, and left everything to his

first lieutenant, Acting Master Balch.

In conclusion, I would state that it was the general topic of conversation

amongst the officers and men aboard the steamer Columbia how nobly and
daringly the Penobscot came to our assistance during our imminent peril, and
had it not been for her not a man on board would have been saved.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY H. FANNING,
Paymaster's Clerk on hoard the United States Stea?ner Columbia.

Lieutenant Commander J. E. Du Haven,
Commanding United States Gunboat Penobscot.

List of officers and men savedfrom the Columbia, and now on board the Penob-
scot.

Name. Rate. Name. Rate.

Esrom Morse
E. S. Bourne

Master's mate .

.

... do
Andrew Houghton
Alonzo Mahan

Landsman
do

H. H. Fanning
John Rice

Paym's clerk —
Quartermaster .

.

... do

Jas. W. Mead . . do
William Hans ..do

Henry Maye Jno. Cain ..do
John Savage, jr Quarter gunner

.

Seaman
. . do

Patrick Kelly ...do
Francis Williams George N. Thompson .... .... do
R. J. Henderson Jno. Beard Coal heaver .

John Green ..do Winlow Myers do
Daniel Laughlin
John Serley

Ord. seaman . .

.

Seaman
Ord. seaman —
... do

Chas. Knie'ht do
Robt. Kennedy ..do

Stephen Edeworth
John M. Clehlan

Sylvester Carravel
A. S. Salter

Jno. Welsh
Jno. Johnson
Jno. Roberts

Officer's cook...
2d class fireman.

William Gosser ..do 1st class fireman.

Philip Clark.... . . . do Officer's steward.

Fred. S. Davis .... . do 2d class boy
doThos. Branighan Landsman

do . -------
W. B. Shultzer

John Kelly ..--. Samuel Weller ... 1st class boy —
2d class boy
Landsman

AVilliam O'Conner ..do Jno. W. Gaffney
William Stanley
Thos. Divine

Jas. McGrath do
Wni. K. Wilson ..do ... do
Michael H. Fox ..do George Wetherber 2d class boy
George Wood ....do...

RECAPITULATION.

2 master's mates. ..

1 paymaster's clerk

2 quartermasters—
Iquarter gunner. .

.

4 seamen

6 ordinary seamen
16 landsmen
1 1st class fireman
1 2d class fireman.

4 coal heavers

1 officer's cook
1 officer's steward.

1 1st class boy
4 2d class boys . .

.

Total—45.

D.

Report of Commander JVilliam A. Parker.

United States Steamer Cambridge,

Off Masonboro' Inlet, North Carolina, 12 m., January 17, 1863.

Sir: I have to report the loss of the United States steamer Columbia,

Lieutenant Volunteer Commanding James P. Couthouy. She ran ashore on
the night of the 14th instant at this station. A boat was sent for our assistance,
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and only reached us after a hard pull through a rough sea of eighteen hours,

distance some twenty miles. Upon our arrival I perceived the Penobscot at

hand. She had just returned from Beaufort to this (her) station, having been

relieved by the Columbia for the purpose of coaling. Lieutenant Commander
De Haven had succeeded in rescuing some thirty of her men. We have one

ensign and five men belonging to the lost vessel. We returned the fire of the

shore batteries, which were opening upon the stranded ship, but the surf was so

high and the breakers so heavy I did not deem it safe to send boats to her;

the risk was too great.

The Columbia is hard and fast, surrounded by shore batteries, and, from my
observation, now in possession of the rebels.

At 9 a. m. this day I again stood in—the sea having gone down—in company
with the Penobscot, and opened fire upon the ship and batteries, and ceased as

the 1 1-inch gun of the Penobscot was disabled by the recoil of her gun.

I shall attempt to burn the Columbia to-night. It is my belief her battery

has been thrown overboard. I enclose herewith the report of Lieutenant Com-
mander De Haven.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM A. PARKER, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee.

Corn's? JSf, A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

E.

Additional Report of Com?nander William A. Parker.

United States Steamer Cambridge,

Off Masonboro' Inlet, North Carolina, 8 p. m., January 17, 1863,

Sir : The enemy have fired the Columbia, or our shells have taken effect.

The vessel is now on fire and nearly destroyed.

Commanding Couthouy and about forty men are on shore.

I send by the Mount Vernon, Acting Ensign James S. Williams, of the

Columbia, retaining the five men subject to your order.

I have sent the Penobscot to New Inlet to blockade that point, and, con-

sequently, am unable to send Lieutenant Commander De Haven's report at this

time, being anxious to communicate this intelligence to you without delay.

About forty of the crew, including some of the steerage officers of the

Columbia, are now on board the Penobscot. * * * *

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM A. PARKER, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Co?)i
>

g N. A. B. Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Detailed report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Joseph P. Couthony.

13 West Cedar St., Boston,
May 18, 1863.

Sir : It is my painful duty to make report to you of the loss, on the evening
of 14th January last, of the United States steamer Columbia, under my com
mand, on the bar off Masonboro' Inlet, North Carolina.

4 N
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My instructions, as verbally given on the morning of that day by Commander
Parker, of the United States steamer Cambridge, senior officer of the blockading

squadron off New Inlet, were to remain in the offing till it should be dark
enough to prevent the rebels from discovering what was my position for the

night, and then to run in anywhere along the coast between four and five miles

to the northeastward of Federal Point and Masonboro', anchoring in from seven

to eight fathoms, at which depth, while beyond the range of their batteries so

far as these were known, I should yet be close enough inshore to prevent any
craft seeking to run the blockade, from slipping past unperceived between it

and us.

In accordance with these instructions, shortly before sunset, Federal Point

then bearing W.SW., distant about twelve miles, I headed the Columbia in-

s'hore on a northwesterly course, intending to take a position some three miles

from the beach and four or five to the southward of Masonboro'.

The wind was tolerably fresh at the time from the southward, and we found

afterward that there was a very strong current setting along shore to the north-

eastward, by which, before we struck the supposed desirable depth of water,

we were swept nearly two leagues to the northward of the point I had selected

for an anchorage. Night came on moonless and rather obscure over head, with

a mist rising from the water that rendered the coast indistinguishable after dark,

but I ran in without any apprehension, relying confidently on the soundings,

which shoaled gradually and regularly from fifteen fathoms at 5 p. m. to ten

fathoms at a ^ past 6, when, on a calculation of the course and distance run,

and an examination of my charts, I judged myself to be a good five miles from

shore. Going on deck I saw for myself that there was a competent leadsman
in the chains, directed Acting Ensign James S. Williams, one of the most in-

telligent and trustworthy of my officers, who was doing duty as sailing master,

to stand beside him and watch carefully that the casts were correctly reported,

and took the deck, stationing myself on the bridge in company with my execu-

tive Acting Master J. W. Balch and master's mate of the watch Esrom Morse.

The water continued to shoal gradually and regularly to eight and a half

fathoms, when I gave orders to slow her and prepare to bring ship to anchor.

On eight fathoms being reported, I directed Mr. Balch to come to anchor; that

moment we struck half seven, and on that depth being called gave the order to

stop her and come to at once. At that moment Mr. Balch, who was outboard

of me on the bridge, looking ahead, turned and said, "there is something, sir, on
the starboard bow that looks like white water." I replied, "back her Mr. Balch !

back her instantly! sir; though it cannot be that there is any white water

within two miles of us, with half seven alongside." The bell was rung imme-
diately, and at the same moment the lookout on the forecastle called, "breakers

ahead!" I then sprang from the bridge and shouted down the engine room the

order, "back her quick, there is a shoal ahead!" The order was promptly
obeyed, but before the action of the propeller could be reversed, the vessel took

the ground at 6.25, and in another moment was in the surf, striking heavily,

with only eight feet of water under her bows, and nine to ten along the waist

and quarter, while her draught was nine feet three inches forward and eleven

four aft.

It was my first impression that the disaster was owing to the leadsman
having, through a mistake of the marks, called the wrong sounding but on sub-

sequent reflection, in view of their gradual and normal decrease as we came in,

and also of the assurances of Mr. Williams, in whose care and vigilance I had
every reason to place entire confidence, I became fully satisfied that it was to

be attributed to our having unfortunately struck into one of these narrow gul-

lies or swashes frequently found, as I have since been informed, off the barred

inlets of our southern coast, which terminate in a cut de sac, not seldom carry
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their deep water up to the very face of the reef, and of which the following

day we could clearly distinguish three or four within a mile of our position.

Every possible exertion was made with steam and canvass, and by lightening

her of her coal, to extricate her from her perilous situation, but it was soon too

apparent that our utmost endeavors were fruitless.

The injection pipes were quickly choked with sand, the water in the boilers

was soon exhausted, and a few minutes before eight Mr. Bonnet, the chief

engineer, reported that it was impossible to get any more work out of the

engine.

Not one of the boats was capable of carrying out an anchor, and had it been

otherwise, the attempt to run one out with a crew so utterly green as ours

could have had no other result than the loss of every one engaged in it. Our
only chance, and that a very doubtful one, of ever getting the Columbia afloat

again evidently lay in obtaining assistance from the squadron off New Inlet.

Signal guns were fired, rockets sent up, and Coston's night signals burned at

intervals for the next two hours, to attract the attention of our consorts, but to

no purpose. We had been set, as the event proved, too far to leeward to be

heard or seen by any of them. Accordingly I despatched Acting Ensign Wil-
liams in the gig, with a picked double crew of ten men, with orders to make
the best of his way to the Cambridge, and inform Captain Parker of our disaster.

But owing to the great strength of the northerdly current, and the heavy
gale of the next night, he was unable to reach the Cambridge till the morning
of the 16th, when it was too late for her to be of any service in getting the

ship off, as by that time she had bilged, and the tide was flowing through all

her compartments.

Toward midnight the surf increased a good deal, and she struck so heavily

that it became necessary to cut away the foremast to ease her. The starboard

anchor was let go and chain veered as her head fell off seaward, to check her

from paying around so as to present her broadside to the rollers. With day-

light on the 15th it became apparent that the position of the vessel was a hope-

less one. Her seams were fast opening, she had worked so far on to the bar,

and the sand had silted up under her bows and on the seaward side of her so

high, that even had she continued tight it would have been next to an impossi-

bility to heave or tow her off, though lightened to a swept hold. She was
lying (keeled over about three strakes at high water) near the middle of the

seaward or eastern edge of a crescent-shaped chain of breakers that stretched

some three-fourths of a mile north-northeast and south-southwest, and made out

irregularly to about the same distance from the low sandy beach.

We had obviously no longer anything to hope, beyond our rescue, from the

wreck, and being able, before abandoning, to destroy it so effectually as to pre-

vent the rebels deriving any advantage from it.

During the latter part of the forenoon the United States steamer Penobscot,
Lieutenant De Haven commanding, made her appearance in the offing, and after

our firing several guns to attract her attention, ran in and anchoring as near us
as was prudent, promptly proceeded, in compliance witli my request, (sent him
by Master's Mate E. Morse, who at considerable peril succeeded in getting

through the surf with one of our boats,) to send his launch and another boat to

our assistance and take the crew off the wreck by means of a surf line. Such,
however, was the swell on the edge of the rollers and the conflicting force of

the current and undertow, that, spite of the strenuous and unremitting exer-

tions of all in the boats, it was nigh 4 p. m. before they could be got into posi-

tion to operate. The night setting in dark and stormy, with the surf growing
every moment heavier, after having hauled thirty of our men for more than a
hundred yards through the rollers in safety to the boats, the signals for the last

three or four being made by lanterns, the officers in charge hailed not to send
any more, as the risk of the men being drowned in the transit had become too
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great. Soon after tins the wind increased to a gale from southwest, and the

launch which, with our boat for tender, had remained at her moorings in readi-

ness to resume operations in the morning, was compelled to return to the Pe-
nobscot. Towards midnight it blew furiously, with torrents of rain, and a great

surf tumbling in, and the Penobscot was herself forced for her own safety to

get under way and steam to sea. Our situation through this tempestuous night

was one of considerable peril, and for several hours it appeared questionable

whether morning would find us all still upon the wreck and in life.

The surf broke with great violence on her starboard bow, forcing (spite of

both anchors being down Avith thirty fathoms of chain tending to the SW.) her

head gradually round to the eastward, so as to bring her nearly broadside to the

rollers, and cause her to stroke with terrific force along the whole line of her

length, and gradually settle on her starboard bilge, with her deck facing the sea,

that began to break over it in a very menacing fashion. To keep her as much
as possible on even keel, all the howitzers were got over and lashed in the port-

waist, and everything movable of weight above and below decks trimmed on
the same side.

About 2 p. m. a great sea struck her with such force as to part both chains

in the hawser, and the danger of her falling over seemed imminent. All hands
were mustered aft and a couple fathoms of ratline served out to each man to lash

himself with at need, when providentially the wind shifted to NW., and blew
with equal violence directly off shore. After which, her head being to SE.,

she lay much easier. By this time the water in her was up to the berth-deck,

and all the lower portion of the magazine was flooded. At daylight on Friday,

16th, there was nothing in sight seaward; but as soon as objects could be dis-

tinguishable on shore the rebels opened a sharp and well-lirected fire with shell

on the wreck, from two batteries, which we afterwards learned had been mounted
with guns brought the day previous from Fort Fisher. One of these, a 06-

pounder Parrott, was about two miles inland, and directly astern; the othe:, a

Whitworth 20-pounder, was on a knoll near the beach some two and a half miles

SW. of us. Half an hour later, two 6-pounder field pieces also opened on us

astern with solid shot from behind a sand ridge a short distance back of the

beach. These latter all fell short, but the shell from both the others passed directly

over the wreck just above our heads, or exploded within a few yards on either

side of her. Seeing that a surrender was inevitable under the circumstances,

the position and condition of the ship being such as to render guns useless, I

ordered the six 24-pounder howitzers to be spiked and thrown overboard with

their equipments, the carriages to be first cut to pieces, so as to render them un-

servicable in case of their drifting on shore, and after the batteries had fired some
time a white flag was run up at the peak with our ensign union down below
it at half-mast in token of our inability to offer any resistance. The rebels

paid no regard to this, but kept up their fire as before ; and later in the forenoon

the Penobscot making her appearance in the offing standing in for us, I hauled

down the white flag and sent a boat off to her in charge of Master's Mate E. L.

Bourne, with the chronometer and sextant and a note to Captain De Haven,
informing him that we were lying under the direct fire of two rebel batteries

which had got our range very accurately; that I had spiked my guns and made
every preparation to blow up the vessel on leaving her ; that it was then com-

paratively smooth under our lee, and if his boats were sent in at once they

could take us all off with little difficulty; whereas an hour or two later the surf

would make so heavily again with the flood tide as to render this impracticable.

Our boat got safely through the breakers, though she was several times near

being swamped, owing to the inexperience of her crew, and I confidently an-

ticipated that Captain De Haven would immediately send in his boats to our

rescue ; but before Mr. Bourne could reach the Penobscot, which had by this

time anchored a mile or so outside of us, the Cambridge came up, followed by
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the Genesee, and ? fter communication with her, the Penobscot hove up and

steamed out with the others some two or three miles, when they commenced
firing at the batteries at long range. On this the latter redoubled their fire on

the Columbia, spite of the ensign flying union down in her main-rigging, which

was cut in several places by their shell. By 10 o'clock the surf was tumbling

in so heavily again outside of us that no boats could have got through it to our

relief had the attempt to send them been made, and regarding it as my duty not

to hazard longer, to no purpose, the lives of my remaining officers and men, I

gave orders to spike the Parrott, drown the powder in the magazine, and run up
a white flag at the peak in token of surrender. The rebels persisted in firing

upon us for nearly an hour longer, till I sent Acting Ensign Manter ashore in our

only remaining boat, with a flag of truce, to inquire the meaning of their keeping

up a fire after our surrender, when they ceased and showed an answering flag

of truce, alleging that they had not previously seen our white flag. On the

batteries ceasing their fire, the gunboats in the offing ceased theirs also, and
soon afterward the Penobscot and Genesee steamed away in the direction of

New Inlet.

At 2.30 p. m. our boat returned without Mr. Manter, bringing a verbal message
from Colonel Lamb, commanding the Whitworth battery, requiring myself and as

many of my officers as the boat could take to come on shore immediately and
report at his quarters. Accordingly at 3 p. m. I left the ship, in company with
half a dozen of my officers, having previously thrown overboard all the Coston's

and other night signals, and destroyed all the United States and squadron signals,

books and instructions in my charge, by burning them to ashes in the presence

of Acting Master J. W. Balch, A. A. Surgeon P. Treadwell, and A. A. Pay-
master T. Q. Hill, as set forth in the certificate to that effect, which will be

found appended to this report. On reaching the shore I was met by a mounted
field officer, with his staff, who announced himself as Colonel Wilson of the

Georgia brigade, station near Masonboro', and senior officer of the post, to whom
I formally surrendered the Columbia and myself, with my remaining officers

and crew, as prisoners of war.

We were courteously treated by Colonel Wilson, who returned our side-arms,

and expressed regret and mortification at the batteries having kept up their fire

so long after we showed a white flag.

Night set in before all the officers and crew could be got on shore, and I was
taken to a house a short league inland, remaining there until the next afternoon,

17th, when we were all carried to Wilmington. Early on the morning of the

17th the Cambridge and Penobscot again opened fire, the former engaging the

batteries at long range as before, the latter running nearer and shelling the

wreck, which was struck several times, to the imminent peril of several of our
officers and men who were still on board, and narrowly escaped being swamped
in escaping to the shore. Several of the shell from the Penobscot also struck
the beach and exploded within a few feet of where the rest of our men were
drawn up, they being apparently mistaken for rebels by those on board the

gunboat. Fortunately, though this treatment at the hands of our friends

caused no small surprise and consternation, no one was actually injured.

On arriving at Wilmington the officers, who, with myself, had saved only
what we had on, were deprived of their side-arms, which were not afterwards
returned ; and at 2 p. m. of the 18fch we were, without food or fire, though the

night was intensely cold, put into a dilapidated car for Goldsboro', where we
arrived at 9 o'clock, famished and thoroughly exhausted. From this point the
petty officers and crew, twenty-eight in number, were sent forward to Richmond,
Virginia, while my officers and I were ordered to the military prison at Salisbury,
North Carolina, which we reached on the morning of the 19th. During our stay
here we suffered only a nominal imprisonment, having the free range, on parole,

of the garrison yard, an enclosure of fifteen acres ; were comfortably lodged,
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furnished with fuel ad libitum. Our rations, though insufficient, and of a very
poor quality of bread and bacon mainly, were the same as those served out to

their own men. There was no restraint to our purchasing outside ; and our

treatment throughout by all the officers of the garrison was, I feel bound in

justice to say, entirely courteous and considerate. We remained at Salisbury

till March 26th, when we left for Richmond, with the understanding we were all

exchanged. Owing, however, to some disagreement between the commissioners,

we remained (with the exception of Acting Assistant Surgeon P. Treadwell, who
was paroled as a non-combatant, and sent home on the 31st,) in close confine-

ment at the Libby prison from the 28th of that month to the 5th of the present,

when we were sent north, for exchange, by flag-of-truce boat State of Maine;

and reaching Washington, by way of Annapolis, on the evening of the 7th, had
the honor to report in person to the department on the following morning.

The names and rank of the officers who were made prisoners with me are as

follows

:

Acting Master and Executive J. W. Balch.

Acting Master E. A. Howell.

Acting Ensign E. T. Manter.

Acting Assistant Paymaster T. Q. Hill.

Acting Assistant Surgeon Parsmore Treadwell.

Acting First Assistant Engineer George M. Bennet.

Acting Second Assistant Engineer W. W. Shipman.
Acting Second Assistant Engineer Samuel Lemon.
Acting Third Assistant Engineer J. H. Pelton.

Acting Third Assistant Engineer W. H. Crawford.

Acting Master's Mate E. M. Clark.

I cannot close this long report without earnestly commending to the favorable

consideration of the department Acting Master J. W. Balch, of whose conduct

during the time he was under my command, both on board the Columbia and
while a prisoner in the south, it would be difficult to say too much in praiee.

It fully justified the high terms of appreciation in which he was spoken of by
his former commander, Captain J.R.Goldsborough, with whom, prior to joining

the Columbia, he served for more than a twelvemonth on the United States

steamer Florida. A thorough seaman, a good disciplinarian, intelligent, zealous,

and energetic, cool and self-possessed in danger, fertile of expedients in emer-

gencies, and loyal to the core, I take leave respectfully to express my conviction

that the interest of the service would be advanced by the promotion of Mr.
Balch to a command.

Acting Ensign E. T. Manter and Acting Master's Mate E. M. Clark are also

entitled to honorable mention for their cool and efficient conduct at the time of

our shipwreck, and for their loyal and irreproachable behavior while prisoners

and surrounded by the most pernicious influences and examples of an opposite

character. They both well deserve, and I am satisfied would fill with advantage

to the country, with credit to themselves, a higher than their present grade in

the volunteer naval service.

It affords me pleasure to state that the crew, although most of them were

landsmen, totally unaccustomed to the discipline, or the dangers of the service,

manifested no fear either in the perils of the storm or under the fire of the

enemy, but obeyed all orders as promptly as their degree of intelligence per-

mitted, and behaved in a very praiseworthy manner from the moment the vessel

struck until that of our separation from them at Goldsboro'.

In conclusion, I respectfully request that the department may be pleased to

order, as early as the exigencies of the public service will permit, a court of

inquiry to examine into the circumstances connected with the loss of the

Columbia, when I trust it will be shown that the disaster was not owing to any
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want of vigilance or other neglect of duty on my part, and meanwhile have the

honor to subscribe myself, with great respect, your very obedient servant,

JOS. P. COUTHOUY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant United States Navy.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION TO HERTFORD, NORTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, February 20, 1863.

Sik : I enclose herewith an interesting report, dated February 4, from that

excellent officer Lieutenant Commander Flusser, of the Commodore Perry,

regarding recent operations in the Roanoke river, an expedition to Hertford,

the destruction of bridges there, the contraband trade in Albemarle sound, &c.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander C. W. Flusser.

United States Ship Commodore Perry,
Plymouth, N. C, February 4, 1863.

Sir : I ran up to Jamesville on the 29th ultimo to see if the regiment re-

ported to be there were fortifying, Jamesville being one of the best positions on
the river from which to annoy gunboats, and rather too near Plymouth to allow

the enemy to hold it quietly. We saw some picket stations on the bluff, but

none of the enemy. The banks were shelled as we ascended the river. I did

not deem it prudent to land. I shall go or send a boat up occasionally to pre-

vent fortifying.

On the 30th ultimo I left Plymouth with fifty soldiers of the 27th Massa-
chusetts, under Captain Sanford, landed the same day at Hertford, with about

ninety men, marched eight or ten miles, destroyed two bridges over the Perqui-

menous river, and returned to Plymouth the same night.

There are now no bridges remaining on the Perquimenous, so that the goods
sent from Norfolk to the enemy on the south side of the Chowan (by whom
they are conveyed to Richmond) have to be passed over a ford, and the roads

leading from that ford can be guarded by the transport Wingfield.

There has been a great deal of contraband traffic in Albemarle sound and its

rivers, carried on by small boats, which keep close inshore, and push into a
river, creek, or swamp, if seen by a gunboat.

On the 2d instant I left Plymouth and anchored near the mouth of the

Yeopim river. Two armed boats were sent in ; one going up the river and the

other up the creek. We succeeded in capturing three boats ; two loaded with

salt, and some other articles of small value. Their crews escaped. The boats

are stout and good, and might, perhaps, sell for something at Newbern.
The Delaware arrived here on the 2d instant to tow the Valley City to
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Hampton Roads. On the same day the 44th Massachusetts regiment, Colonel

Lee, also arrived. I requested Colonel Lee to go up in the gunboats, and we
would make a joint attack on the battery at Rainbow Bluff. We have force

enough to whip them. I detained the Delaware to form one of the expedition
;

but after taking two days to make up his mind, Colonel Lee decided not to go.

The Delaware leaves to-day.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c, your obedient servant,

C. W. FLUSSER,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

United Slates Flag-Ship Philadelphia, Hampton Roads.

[Endorsement.]

Thinking it due to Colonel Lee and the Massachusetts regiment, I lost no time

in obtaining an interview with the commanding general. I learned that Colonel

Lee's instructions forbid his going beyond Jamesville, or, at most, Williamston.

The general not thinking he was in sufficient force to make offensive demonstra-

tions, as a large force might be concentrated in their rear from Tarboro'.

Respectfully,

A. MURRAY, Commander, fyc.

ENGAGEMENT WITH FORT CASWELL.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Virginia, March 9, 1863.

Sir : Captain Sands, on the 23d of February, in the enclosed extract, makes
a report regarding the chasing back of a steamer, apparently trying to get out

of Cape Fear river on the morning of the 23d, by the Monticello and Dacotah,

in which those vessels became engaged with Fort Caswell, which is reported

to have fired some forty-eight shot from all her battery, one of which, as per

enclosed report of Lieutenant Commander Braine, dated February 23d, mor-

tally wounded Acting Master's Mate Henry Baker, and slightly wounded W.
J. Ferguson, second class boy. Mr. Baker died at 9.30 a. m. of the 23d, and
was buried at sea on the p. m. of the same day.

* Jfe Jf, M, Jf, M, J£»
*7P TP W TT *7P "IP

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain B. F. Sands, Commanding United States steamer Dacotah.

United States Steam-Sloop Dacotah,

Off Cape Fear River, North Carolina, February 23, 1863.

Gyp • *J* ^ w w W

I have also to report that at daylight this morning, seeing a two-masted,

single pipe steamer near Fort Caswell, and from her looming so large in the

morning atmosphere I supposed she was on this side of the fort. Hailing the
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Monticello, which had just come out from her inshore station, I directed him to

go in and try his rifle gun on her, and followed in with this ship to endeavor to

destroy the steamer. Getting as near as we could safely manage our vessels,

we opened on her, our fire being returned from the fort. My shot all fell short

of the steamer, which proved to be inside the entrance and further up than I

had supposed. Being inside of the range of the Whitworth rifles of the fort,

the shot of which went over us, and firing seven shells which did not reach,

and the steamer getting off and under steam, I signalled the Monticello to cease

firing, and both of us. returned to our anchorage. The fort having fired some
forty-eight shot from all her battery, mostly at the Dacotah, and mostly falling

short. The steamer had apparently been heading out, leading me to suppose

that she had grounded on attempting to get out. The Maratanza's picket boat

was anchored during the night in seven feet water off the Bug Light, and reports

that nothing could have gone in past her without being seen, and they saw
nothing tending to confirm our belief that the steamer had grounded in attempt-

ing to run out. After anchoring at our day stations, Lieutenant Commander
Braine telegraphed to me that a master's mate was mortally wounded. I en-

close his report. # * * #

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. F. SANDS,
Captain and Junior Officer.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Report of Lieutenant Commander D. L. Braine, commanding United, States

steamer Monticello.

United States Steamer Monticello,

Off Western Bar, Cape Fear River, N. C, February 23, 1863.

Sir : This morning, obedient to an order from Captain B. F. Sands, I stood

in towards Fort Caswell, to fire at a steamer which apparently had endeavored

to get out during the night, and grounded on the Rip near the fort. When
in four fathoms of water I opened fire on the steamer; the fort responded, and
at the fifth or sixth shot Acting Master's Mate Henry Baker was mortally

wounded, and this morning at 9.30 a. m. expired, of which it is my painful

duty to inform you. William J. Ferguson, second class boy, was also slightly

wounded in the back.

The United States steamer Dacotah also joined in the attack, and at 7.40

a. m. she made signal cease firing, which we did, and returned to our anchorage.

This afternoon I stood off shore to ten fathoms of water, and committed the

body of Mr. Baker to the deep.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. BRAINE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.
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NAVAL OPERATIONS AND CONFLICT IN PUNGO RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., March 16, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed is a copy of a report by Commander Murray, dated March
5, of operations by the United States steamer Lockwood in Pungo river, and
a statement of a conflict between our troops in that vicinity and a party of

guerillas, resulting in the death of four (4) of our men and the- wounding of sixteen

(16), and in the reported loss by the enemy of about thirty (30) killed and a
few prisoners; some of the latter, (taken with arms in their hands,) and most of

the former, having passes and protections signed by Governor Stanly.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Alexander Murray.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Ncwbern, N C, March 5, 1863.

Sir: The Lockwood returned from the Pungo river this morning. She
destroyed a bridge which the enemy had built to facilitate the removal of the

products from that section into the interior.

She brought in a few stores, two cases of tobacco, and a quantity of bacon;

also a small schooner and a few arms.

The troops had a conflict with the guerillas in the swamp, resulting in the

death of four of our men and the wounding of sixteen. The enemy lost about

thirty killed and a few prisoners; most of the killed of the enemy, and some of

the prisoners (taken in arms,) had passes and protections signed by Governor
Stanly. One in particular, taken in woman's clothes, had a "pass" protec-

tion and also a commission from Jefferson Davis. He is to be tried for his life.

General Foster has concluded to hurry off a second expedition to the same
place, and the Ceres, which I understand is rescued, will, if possible, be hastily

equipped and sent to join the Lockwood.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

REBEL ATTACK ON FORT ANDERSON.—ENGAGEMENT NEAR NEWBERN, NORTH
CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Newport News, Va., March 19, 1863.

Sir: Commander Murray reports that on the night of the 13th the enemy
made a slight attack on Fort Anderson, (on the left bank of the Neuse,) on the

gunboat Hunchback and a small armed schooner, in which attack the Hunch-
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back was struck twice and the schooner once, without any material damage to

the Hunchback, although the schooner was with difficulty kept afloat.

The attack was almost a surprise. No other result is reported than that the

enemy retreated, and two light-draught vessels were sent up the river to harass

them, &c.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S P.LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Additional rejwrt of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., March 24, 1863.

Sir : In my No. 306 I spoke of the attack on Fort Anderson as being a

slight one, as I inferred from the tenor of Commander Murray's report of the

14th and 15th instant, (a copy of which is enclosed, marked A.)

The public papers represent that Fort Anderson, opposite Newbern, was an
unfinished earthwork, without any cannon mounted, and held by a regiment of

volunteers, whose casualties on this occasion were one killed and two wounded
;

that the rebel attack was by bombardment, and that no assault was made,
although one was threatened.

A subsequent report of Commander Murray, dated March 17, received 23d,

accompanied by a list of ammunition expended, (copies of both of which are

herewith enclosed, marked B,) states that the fire of the Hetzel, Commander
Davenport, was very accurate, and that ''after three discharges from her 9-inch

gun the enemy's battery was silenced," and that " one of the Hetzel's shells

dismounted and broke a rifle Parrott gun, and killed and wounded a number of

the enemy." Commander Murray thinks that one of the 9-inch shells from
the Hetzel was probably one of the most destructive projectiles thrown during

this war from either side."

From these last reports (B) it appears that the firing of the Hetzel, Hunch-
back, Shawsheen, and Ceres, (particularly that of the Hetzel,) was considerable

and effective, protecting Fort Anderson, and repulsing the enemy. But for the

gunboats, under Commander Murray, no doubt a serious assault would have
been made on the fort.

Two hundred and fifty-seven projectiles were expended, of which fifty-four

were 9-inch shells, fired from the Hetzel, and one hundred and twelve 9-iuch

shells from the Hunchback.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Ad?niral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander A. Murray.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Newbern, N C, Match 14, 1863.

Sir : We were attacked last night and this morning by the enemy in force.

Last night it was picket fighting. This morning, at early daylight, the enemy



60 REPORT OF THE SECRETAEY OF THE NAVY.

unmasked batteries on our right, attacking tlie fort (Anderson) on the left of

the Neuse, and the gunboat Hunchback and an armed schooner, temporarily

improvised to strengthen that position.

Lieutenant Commander McCann replied with a well-directed fire, the

schooner aiding.

There was then an interval of about an hour, for the purpose of considering

a demand the rebels had made for a surrender of the fort, but evidently to give

them time to bring up more pieces—fourteen in all—with which the attack was
renewed.

The Hunchback was struck twice, without material damage to the vessel

and none to the crew. The schooner was struck once, and is with difficulty

kept afloat.

March 15, 1863.

There is no repetition of the attack. General Pettigrew* is said to have
been at the head of the rebel forces, consisting of four brigades. They are

now represented to be retreating. I have sent two light-draught vessels, (one

of them the Lockwood,) at the request of the commanding general, to harass

their rear on the Neuse, and, if possible, to cut them off at Street's Ferry, some
ten miles up the river.

The enemy are in two detachments. This movement will prevent them
uniting within easy striking distance. The firing of the Hunchback and Het-

zel was excellent, and the manner in which Lieutenant Commander McCann
handled the battery, which the enemy unmasked upon him in the morning, was
as gratifying to us, and as creditable to him, as it must have been mortifying

and vexatious to the enemy.
In consequence of repairs going on upon the Hetzel and Shawsheen, whose

rudder has been unshipped, these vessels had to be towed to their positions

with tugs.

The point assailed was unexpected, and the attack almost a surprise.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—No casualties on board gunboats.

Ammunition expended from the Hetzel and Hunchback, March 14, Newbcrn.

HETZEL.

9-inch shell 54

32-pound shell 8

HUNCHBACK.

100-pound Parrott shell 9

9-inch 10" fuze shell 72

* Commanding' brigade on left of Neuse river only. (General Hill was in command.
News from deserters.)
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9-inch 15" fuze shell 40

8-inch Boorman fuze shell 4

Total from Hetzel and Hunchback 187

From Shawsheen and Ceres, not in action until late, say 70

Total 257

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander United States Navy.

Newbern, N. C, March 16, 1S63.

Additional report of Commander Murray.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Newbern, N. C, March 17, 1S63.

Sir : Referring to my letter of the 15th instant, reporting the action of the

gunboats on the day previous, I feel it due to the Hetzel to call your particular

attention to the accuracy of fire delivered from that ship. After three dis-

charges from her 9-inch gun, the enemy's battery was silenced.

In going over the ground occupied by their artillery, it was found that one
of the HetzePs shells dismounted and broke a rifle Parrott gun, and killed and
wounded a number. Some were blown to pieces, as fragments of bones, clothes,

&c, filled the ground. The army on this side of the river were " lookers on,"

unable to assist the besieged garrison, and I am gratified that the navy had
such an opportunity to protect the army.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander, Senior Naval Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

One of the 9-inch shell from the Hetzel was probably one of the most de-

structive projectiles thrown during this war from either side.

A. M.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., April 20, 1S63.

Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of a letter to Commander Davenport, dated

March 15, by Colonel Belknap, commanding first brigade, Wessel's division, at

Newbern, N. C, regarding the assistance rendered by the naval force there on
the occasion of the attack by the enemy on Fort Anderson, opposite Newbern,
on March 14, 1863.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Letter of thanks from Colonel J. C. Belknap to Commander Davenport, senior

officer.

Headquarters First Brigade, Wessel's Division,

Newbern, N C, March 15, 1863.

Commodore : When, on the 14th of March, 1863, General Pettigrew, with

eighteen pieces of artillery and more than three thousand men, made his furious

assault upon Fort Anderson, an unfinished earthwork, garrisoned by three hun-
dred men of my command, (the 92d New York volunteers,) the capture or de-

struction of the brave little band seemed inevitable. But the gunboats under
your command—the pride of loyal men, and the terror of traitors—came
promptly to the rescue.

Your well-directed fire drove the enemy from the field, covered the landing

of the 85th New York, sent to the relief of the garrison, and the repulse of the

rebel army was complete.

Allow me, commodore, in the name of the officers and members of my com-
mand, to express my admiration of the promptitude and skill displayed by your
command on that occasion.

The army is proud of the navy.

I remain your most obedient servant,

•J. C. BELKNAP,
Colonel 85th New York Volunteers, commanding First Brigade.

Commander Davenport, Newbern, N C.

Sujiplementary report of engagement at Newbern, N. C.

United States Flag -Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, April 2, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed (A) is a copy of a supplementary report from Commander
Murray, dated March 20, 1863, regarding the naval engagement of the ]4th

ultimo, at Newbern, reported to the department in my Nos. 306 and 322, of the

19th and 24th, respectively.

I also forward, enclosed (B,) a copy of the notes of the action by the captain's

clerk, sent me by Commander Murray.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

A.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Newbern, N C, March 20, 1863.

Sir : In my report of the naval engagement of the 14th instant, I mentioned
that it was unexpected, and a surprise*

I regretted afterwards having so written, fearing I might imply carelessness

to the army. I am now fully satisfied that nothing but an imperfect system of

reconnoissance on the part of the army justified it.

,

1
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Four days before the attack General Foster requested me to send all the light

boats to aid the expedition to Hyde county. The enemy supposed all had

gone, and made his first attack here. Fortunately the Hunchback and Hetzel

were towers of strength, and commanded the Point and its approach, and the

Hetzel enfiladed from below. I took the Shawsheen (whose rudder was un-

shipped) in tow with a tug into close quarters. I neglected, also, to mention

the gallant manner in which the revenue schooner Agaseiz took up her position

at close quarters, and opened fire in time to embarrass their retreat. They left

some ammunition, and one gun (30-pound Parrott) bursted, or, as some think,

broken by a 9-inch shell from Hetzel.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. MURRAY,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

B.

At early daylight irregular firing first called our attention to the fact that the

fort was attacked, and that a battery of two guns, from a convenient point on

the opposite bank, had opened upon the Hunchback and schooner, who were
replying at intervals. At a little before six o'clock the firing ceased, when sig-

nals from fort informed us that the enemy gave them thirty minutes in which
to surrender. At half past six the battery, about two hundred and fifty

yards from and to the right of the fort, opened upon it, and those from the

shore opened sharply upon the Hunchback—the Hunchback and schooner re-

plying. The Hunchback went aground early in the a. m. The fire from the

enemy was now very hot, and lasted for half or three-quarters of an hour,

when the Hetzel arrived in tow of a tug, and threw 9-inch shell among them,

causing them to withdraw immediately.

At twenty minutes to eight was spoken by General Foster from shore, anci

directed to continue our fire, as the enemy's infantry were there in force.

At eight minutes past ten Hunchback got off, firing, at this time, from
gunboats and our shore batteries being much less frequent and less regular.

Occasional firing was heard all the morning from over to the southwest of the

town. At ten minutes past eleven the revenue cutter and Shawsheen had got

up under battery. The Ceres arrived. Firing had now almost entirely ceased,

and at half-past eleven Hetzel, and all regular firing, ceased.

At ten minutes to two the Shawsheen sent out flag of truce, and picked up
rebel deserters.

*No movement of the army was made up to 5 p. m. The enemy's rear was
pursued by gunboats Lockwood and Alliston ten miles up Neuse river.

* Note by senior officer of navy.

OPERATIONS ON WAKE RIVER, VIRGINIA, TO DESTROY CORN DESTINED FOR
THE REBEL ARMY.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Off Newport News,Virginia, April 9, 1863.

Sir : I enclose for the information of the department the duplicate of a re-

port, dated April 2, from Lieutenant Commander Gillis, commanding United
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States steamer Commodore Morris, of his operations in the Ware river to de-

stroy corn, referred to in my No. 363, of April 1, to the department, as hav-

ing been gathered there to be conveyed to the rebels.

In these operations, in which he received necessary assistance from General

Keyes, Lieutenant Commander Gillis reports that he destroyed 22,000 or 23,000

bushels of grain intended for the enemy, who made several attempts with their

cavalry to recover their property and drive away our forces, but were repulsed

in each case, it is supposed with loss.

I have to day by telegraph received a, report from Lieutenant Commander
Gillis that he had returned from another expedition, bringing several thousand

bushels of grain.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Horn Gideon Welles,
Secretary ofthe Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. M. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktoicn, Virginia, April 2, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you the following report:

In my communication No. 22 1 mentioned my intention of making a personal

examination as to the reports I had received of a large quantity of corn that was
stored on Ware river, and for that purpose got under way on the morning of the

31st ultimo, and proceeded up the stream as far as I could go with my vessel,

and near enough to the house of Mr. Patterson Smith to have my boats and
men under cover of the guns. I landed and examined the premises of Mr.

Smith, and found that the information 1 had received as to the quantity of corn

was far short of the amount actually on hand, for, as near as I could judge by
measuring one of the barns, there must have been very near, if not quite, twenty
thousand bushels. I questioned Mr. Smith very closely as to whether he had
ever done anything to aid the rebel cause, whether he had sold any of his grain

or other produce to the rebel authorities ; but he denied in the most positive

terms that he had ever done anything to help the rebel cause, that he had ever

sold any grain, except to his immediate neighbors; and on my questioning him
in regard to the sales he had made to his neighbors, he could not tell how much
he had sold, or the name of a single one of the neighbors he had sold to, neither

how much he had sold it for. I then requested him to show me his accounts,

in order that I might be able to have some of the particulars in regard to the

sales he had made, but he declined doing so. I then told him that 1 wished to

search the house for fire-arms, when he gave me his ''word oj honor'
1

'' that he
had no arms of any description about the house, and on making search nothing

of the kind could be found. But I had received information that there were guns
in the house, and told Mr. Smith that he could either produce them or I would
take effective measures to find them ; he then went to a chimney and brought out

a fowling-piece, which he assured me was all he had in his possession. But I was
satisfied that he lied to me, as he had already repeatedly done. I then ques-

tioned him again as to the sales he had made of grain, and on my telling him
that he had sold to a man by the name of Armstead, an agent for the rebel

government, he acknowledged that he had done so, but only a small quantity.

He said that Armstead wished to purchase his whole crop, and on my asking
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him why he did not sell it to him, he said Armstead would not pay him his

price. I then asked him if he would take the oath of allegiance, which he
refused to do. I then asked him if he would pledge himself not to give aid or

comfort to the rebel government, which he also refused to do, and in considera-

tion of all these circumstances, and not wishing to act unadvisedly, I thought

it my duty to bring Mr. Smith away and communicate with General Keyes. I,

therefore, embarked my men, and with Mr Smith as prisoner, returned to York-
town, where I arrived at ten o'clock that evening, and immediately communicated
with General Keyes, and informed him of all the circumstances ; and his views
exactly coinciding with mine as to the necessity of either bringing off or destroy-

ing the grain, I determined to return to Ware river on the following morning,

the 1st instant; and, on informing General Keyes that a rebel cavalry force was
stationed at Gloucester Court-House, and that our operations if we went without a
pretty good force Avould not be likely to remain undisturbed, he immediately placed

at my disposal as many men as I needed, cavalry or infantry, whichever I thought
would be the best. I took one hundred infantry, and with these, and with the

Delaware, which I fortunately met on my way down York river, and directed to

accompany me, I yesterday morning returned to the plantation of Mr. Smith
and commenced removing a quantity of wheat, of which there was about three

thousand bushels, but had not gotten off more than two hundred and fifty bushels

before the alarm was given that the cavalry were approaching; the men were
immediately formed in line, and we prepared to give them a warm reception as

they charged down upon us, and a few well-directed shots caused a wavering
in their ranks, and a charge on the part of both soldiers and sailors turned an
attack into a retreat, and they fled until out of range of our muskets, when
they halted and appeared to be holding a consultation; but just at this moment
a shot was fired from the 100-pounder rifle on board this vessel, which struck

right in their midst, and they again took to flight and disappeared around
a bend of the road. On going down the road some distance I discovered indica-

tions of our firing, there being quite a quantity of blood in the road, showing
that some of the party had paid dearly for their temerity. I would state that

when we were seen approaching the overseer's son was sent off, and I had not
the least doubt, when I learned that such was the case, that he had been sent to

bring a force sufficient to cut us off, not expecting to meet any more than had
landed the day before, and they were doubtless very much surprised on seeing

so large a force. They succeeded in capturing two of our pickets in their

charge, but had not time to take them off, when they were in their turn charged
upon, and the consequence was that we did not lose a man. Knowing that it

would take me a long time to remove the grain, and that the enemy would have
ample time to bring down a strong force upon us, I determined to destroy it,

and therefore set fire to all but one of the buildings, in which there was at least

fifteen hundred bushels of corn, that I left for the use of the family and the
hands on the plantation. After seeing the fires well under way I embarked
my force without further molestation, and started to return, arriving opposite
the house of a man by the name of Bird, who is an officer in the rebel army,
and who had left his property in charge of an old negro servant. I landed a
party, who found that there was a large quantity of corn stored in his barns, and
these were also set on fire ; and, although the party were on shore but a few
moments, they came very near being captured, the cavalry making a dash down
upon them under cover of the smoke of the burning barns, but I discovered
them in time to throw a shell from one of the howitzers, which exploded in their

midst, and they fled without accomplishing their object. I destroyed at this

latter place, as near as I could estimate, one thousand bushels of wheat and
three thousand bushels of corn, making altogether some twenty-two or twenty-
three thousand bushels of grain that the rebels have thus been deprived of. I

5 N



66 EEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

was not able to visit the plantation of Mr. Dabney, owing to the fact of his

living so far from the bank of the river that I could not keep the men under
cover of the guns. I regretted this very much, as I understand that he has a

much larger quantity of grain on hand than had either of the others, and is only

waiting for an opportunity for shipping it to Richmond. I would state that I

received most important aid from Lieutenant Andrews, of the signal corps, as

by his assistance I was enabled to direct the aiming of the guns on board this

vessel. All my messages were transmitted with the greatest celerity, almost as

rapidly as they could have been given orally, and with entire accuracy, and this,

too, during the excitement of a sudden attack. I would also state that I feel deeply

indebted to Lieutenant Robinson, of the 5th Pennsylvania cavalry, who volun-

teered to go on the expedition, and to whose intelligence in posting pickets the

safety of our whole force was indebted. All the officers, as well as the men
whom I had with me, behaved in the most gallant manner, the only trouble

being to keep them back. I cannot mention the name of any particular one,

where all appeared to be equally ambitious of doing his whole duty, and, there-

fore, merely give the names of those officers who were present, without particu-

larizing: They were Acting Assistant Surgeon M. H. Henry, Acting Ensign
P. B. Low, Acting Master's Mate R. C. J. Pendleton, and Captain's Clerk James
E. Alexander. I returned to Yorktown last evening, and debarked the troops

I had on board. I have communicated with General Keyes, and he expresses

himself as being highly pleased at the success of the expedition; and trusting

that it may also meet with your approval.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commander and Senior Officer.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

RECONNOISSANCE IN JAMES RIVER, AND OPERATIONS IN SUFFOLK AND
SOUNDS OF NORTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport Neivs, Virginia, April 11, 1863.

Sir: Major General Keyes, at present in command of this department, sent

me a message last evening that he had satisfactory evidence that the enemy, in

large force, was about to attack Suffolk, and that consequently he was obliged

to countermand the order he had given, to send a brigade (already embarked)

to the relief of Major General Foster, at Washington, North Carolina.

This morning I received from Major General Keyes a communication, a copy
of which (A) is enclosed, in reply to which I sent him a message by his aid to

the effect that I could not spare from the force in this immediate vicinity the

additional gunboats he desired to assist in protection of Yorktown from the

attack now threatened by the enemy, and that, to make the reconnoissance he

proposed in the James river, to Jamestown island, to ascertain if the enemy
had crossed to the Peninsula from the south side, and to relieve the pressure on

our lines at Williamsburg, a force of several gunboats, one of which should be

an iron-clad, would be required, as the Sangamon, Galena, and Commodore
Barney (the only vessels, besides this, at Newport News) are all slow; and, in

view of the fact that the enemy has a naval force on the river, they should go

together for mutual support.

I propose to start this force at daylight in the morning, to prevent accident

by running aground at nignt.
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From the enclosed copy (B) of a report from Commander Davenport, received

this morning, and dated April 8, it will be perceived that, at that time, the pres-

sure on Washington and Newbern continued very great, and urgent appeals are

made for more force, both by land and water, to enable us to maintain our foot-

hold in North Carolina.

If the object of the enemy, in the movements in front of Suffolk and at Wil-

liamsburg, is not merely to prevent the sending of re-enforcements to the sounds

of North Carolina, their land and naval forces will doubtless act in co-operation.

I encl6se, however, (C,) a copy of a telegraphic despatch received last even-

ing from Brigadier General Viele, respecting the alleged present position of the

Richmond.
In view of the present posture of affairs, it is very important that this point

should be strengthened, as soon as practicable, by the addition of the Lehigh.

Several swift " double-enders " are also needed here for purpose of reconnois-

sance, and to afford an efficient movable force to be despatched from point to

point as occasion may require.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S.P.LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Wells,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

A.

L'etter from Major General E. D. Keyes.

Headquarters Department of Virginia, Seventh Army Corps,
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863.

Admiral: The enemy attacked Williamsburg early this morning, and by the

last accounts were moving with a heavy force upon Fort Magruder, which is a

mile and more below the city. They have also a force this side of Fort Magru-
der, and have burnt the camp of the 5th Pennsylvania cavalry.

It is possible the enemy have crossed troops from the south side of the James
river. If so, and to ascertain the fact, I would be glad if you could send a

gunboat up as far as Jamestown island. Such a movement would also tend to

diminish the pressure on our lines before Williamsburg.
The wires between Yorktown and Williamsburg have been cut.

The enemy were represented as being in large force. The gunboats should,

therefore, move up and down between Yorktown and Queen's creek, and I trust

you will be able to spare three gunboats to keep in sight of Yorktown.
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. D. KEYES,
Major General Commanding.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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B.

Letterfrom Commander H. K. Davenport.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Newbtrn, North Carolina, April 8, 1863.

Sir: There is nothing decisive from Washington yet. A large force is being

thrown across the river here, with the intention of moving overland to Wash-
ington, and it leaves us very weak here. I am entirely opposed to this move-
ment, and have plainly stated my reasons to the commanding general. I have
written to Lieutenant Commander McOann, directing him, in case disaster shall

meet this force, or it shall become evident that we are defeated at Washington,
to send all the gunboats immediately here, that he can possibly spare at Wash-
ington. We are expecting an attack here at any moment. I shall retain the

Delaware here.

From my previous letters you will perceive that the army must be strongly

re-enforced, or we shall be driven out of this State.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander, Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—In one of your letters you refer to the " army gunboats." I think

you are misinformed in reference to these. We have nothing of the kind here.

One or two of the small transports employed to run about this vicinity have
small guns mounted.

All "army armed transports" that may have been here were sent to Port
Royal. In great haste, &c.

H. K. D.

a.

Telegramfrom Brigadier General E. L. Viele.

United States Military Telegraph.

Received April 10, 1863. From Norfolk.

To Admiral Lee:

By a letter just captured, written on the Richmond, she is now above Drury's

Bluff. They are building obstructions above her, when they will remove those

below.

E. L. VIELE,
Brigadier General.

ATTACK UPON SUFFOLK—REPORTS OF ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL S. P. LEE.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, April 12, 1863.

Sir : I informed the department, in my No. 397, of yesterday, that I had

received a message from Major General Keyes to the effect that the enemy were



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 69

about to attack Suffolk in large force. Last evening I received corroborative

despatches from the army, informing me that the enemy was in large force on

both sides of Suffolk. This morning, at 3 o'clock, Lieutenant Lamson, whom I

had sent in an armed tug up the Nansemond yesterday, returned to this ship,

with an urgent message from Major General Peck that the enemy were advancing

in an attempt to surround our forces at Suffolk, and to get into their rear by
crossing the Nansemond. To prevent this movement, if practicable, I at once

despatched the following vessels under command of Lieutenant Lamson, with

instructions to occupy the Nansemond between Suffolk, and the bar at the mouth

of the Western branch, and render all the assistance in their power to the army,

viz :

Mount Washington, river steamer, with a 30-pounder Parrott, and three (3)

howitzers, with a detachment from the Minnesota.

Oohasset, tug, with a 20-pounder Parrott and a 24-pounder howitzer.

Alert, tug, with one 12 and one 24-pounder howitzer.

Stepping Stones, light ferry-boat, with a battery of howitzers.

The last-named vessel, under the command ofActing Master Harris, was already

in the Nansemond, which is her permanent station. I also detached the Com-
modore Barney, Lieutenant dishing, from the reconnoissance I proposed to send

at daylight this morning to Jamestown island (see No. 397) and which I was
obliged to countermand, and ordered her to occupy the lower Nansemond.
Two army gunboats, the West End and Smith Briggs, are in the Nansemond.
The Wyandotte and Morse are in the stream off Newport navy yard, and I

have sent the Juniata to command the railroad drawbridge into the upper part

of Newport. I have directed Commander Clitz to use every effort to get the

work on his machinery completed at the navy yard.

Up to this hour, 12.30 p. m., I have no further news from the Nansemond, but

will inform the department by telegraph if anything ofimportance occurs there.

Major General Keyes telegraphed to me yesterday that our troops towards

Williamsburg had been driven by a large force of rebels down towards the mouth
of Queen's creek, and that if a larger force of gunboats was not sent to the York
river, even Yorktown itself might fall. At that time the Commodore Morris

had come to Hampton roads by my orders, to be succeeded by the Morse. I at

once sent her back with all despatch to the York river, where she and the Crusader
now are. This is all the assistance I can render the army in that quarter.

The department will perceive the embarrassment under which I labor in not

being able to answer the calls of the army in the sounds, on the Nansemond,
James and York rivers, for gunboat support to enable it to hold its scattered

positions.

I. have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, April 15, 1863.

Sir : Yesterday morning the army communication with Suffolk was cut off.

Our little improvised gunboats had severe fighting yesterday in the Nanse
mond. I have no official report from Lieutenant Lamson, who is slightly

wounded in the arm.

I send the report of Lieutenant Gushing, written last evening and received
this morning;.



70 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

The tug Cohasset came out last evening with one or two wounded men. She
returned this morning at daylight with the tug Zouave, taking a good supply of

ammunition, and some rifle screening for themselves.

The Mount Washington came out this morning in tow of the transport Phila-

delphia very much cut up, with three (3) dead and eight (8) wounded men.
The light-draught tug Alert is still disabled in her rudder.

General Dix calls urgently for gunboat protection in the Nansemond, and
General Keyes still urges like aid for his Williamsburg line.

I have done all I can with the means at my disposal.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, Virginia, 7.30 p.m., April 14, 1863.

Sir: This morning the vessels from above came down; the Mount Washing-
ton disabled. At 11.30 the enemy opened on us with seven pieces of artillery,

giving us a cross fire. At once got under way, and went into action, silencing

the enemy in an hour. At about 1 p. m. the rebels took up a position within

seven hundred yards of the Mount Washington, which was aground, and opened
fire on us with both artillery and sharpshooters. I kept close to the disabled

steamer, and fought the enemy until high water, when I ordered the Stepping

Stones to take the Mount Washington in tow; this was done under a heavy
fire. At 5 p. m. I had the satisfaction of silencing the enemy's battery. My
loss foots up to three killed and seven wounded. I do not know as yet what
the casualties are in the other vessels. I have eight raking shots, but for-

tunately my engine is not disabled. I can assure you that the Barney and her

crew are still in good fighting trim, and we will beat the enemy or sink at our

post. I need more ammunition for 9-inch and 6-inch guns. The most of the

wounded and the dead I send down to the Minnesota. It is only requisite to

look at the Mount Washington to see with what desperate gallantry Lieutenant

Lamson fought his vessel. I am now taking in coal, and shall anchor for the

night where we have fought all day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, April 16, 1863.

Sir : Nothing of importance has occurred at Suffolk to report to day.

Since Lieutenant Lamson fought his way down the upper Nansemond on the

14th, (with two improvised gunboats, weak river crafts,) there have been no
gunboats on the upper Nansemond, save one armed army tug at Suffolk.

The upper Nansemond is seven (7) miles long, and difficult to navigate, as it

is very crooked and narrow, and has some bad bars. It is, in fact, a mere creek.

Though two nights and nearly two days have elapsed, and nearly two days

since our gunboats were driven down, the enemy have not yet crossed. Gen-
eral Dix has just informed me that "our line is intact as yet."
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If the enemy is not merely making a feint in this quarter I do not see why he

has not attempted to cross the Nansemond, and get into General Peck's rear,

which he could have done if he is here in the great force which his deserters

report.

The army authorities make frequent, urgent, and embarrassing calls on me
for gunboats to assist them in holding weak, detached posts and long weak lines,

which they cannot hold, and which the gunboats could not make secure even if

I had the number and kind which these extraordinary calls require.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g North Atlantic Blockading' Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, noon, April 20, 1863.

Sir: Yesterday the joint expedition, conducted by General Getty and Flag-

Lieutenant Lamson, easily captured the troublesome battery at West Branch,

containing four field pieces and about one hundred men. I am informed that

great credit is due to Flag-Lieutenant Lamson for the prominent part he took in

planning and conducting this handsome affair. General Getty acted very hand-

somely throughout, and gallantly held the battery last night, aided by the cross-

fire of our vessels.

Yesterday the enemy unmasked a new and heavy battery, situated in the

bend of West Branch, near Milnerstown Red Ferry, and commanding the lower

Nansemond in the direction of Portsmouth. From this battery, and from the

sharp-shooters on the left bank, the Barney was sharply fired on yesterday,

without, however, receiving much damage.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE, Acting Rear-Admiral,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

2% P. M.

P. S.—Official reports just received. Flag-Lieutenant Lamson deserves the

fullest credit for the success of the expedition which captured West Branch
battery so handsomely, taking 5 field pieces and 161 prisoners.

Lieutenant Cushing reports that the new battery is removed; that the enemy
is in retreat, and that the army may easily cut off a brigade.

Full reports to-morrow.

S. P. LEE, Acting Rear-Ad??iiral.

DETAILED REPORTS OF DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE ENEMY AGAINST SUFFOLK,
AND OPERATIONS IN THE UPPER AND LOWER NANSEMOND.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., April 25, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave to enclose for the information of the department certified

copies of the several reports by Lieutenants W. B. Cushing and R. H. Lamson,
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respecting our operations in the lower and upper Nansemond during the recent

demonstration of the enemy against Suffolk.

The department will perceive, on perusal of these interesting narratives, that

these young officers, in the extremely difficult and hazardous positions in which
they have been placed, have exhibited remarkable zeal, courage, and discretion,

and that the officers and men under their command have faithfully and gallantly

supported them.

I would respectfully draw the attention of the department to the conduct of

Lieutenant Lamson, in planning and, with the important co-operation of the

troops under Brigadier General Getty, effecting the capture of a battery of five

guns and about 130 men on Hill's Point, which commanded the communica-
tions between the upper and lower Nansemond, and which had severely har-

rassed (and, in one instance, entirely disabled) the little vessels of our flotilla.

One of the guns, a brass 24-pounder field piece, and the sword of the rebel com-
manding officer, are now on board this ship, subject to the disposition of the

department. I trust that Lieutenant Lamson will be permitted to retain the

sword as a proper testimonial of his good conduct.

I take great pleasure in enclosing letters of the 20th and 21st and 24th from
Brigadier General Getty, expressing- his obligations for the assistance given by
the gunboats, and his admiration for their disposition by Lieutenant Lamson
during the capture and final evacuation of this earthwork.

I hope the department will also especially notice Lieutenant Cushing's gal-

lantry and enterprize in conducting an important armed reconnaissance with

ninety men from the gunboats, and a 12-pounder howitzer, three miles into the

enemy's country to Chuckatuck village, where a force of cavalry was put to

flight, and a safe return to the gunboats effected, after a brief occupation of the

town.

The operations in the river have been conducted with the following vessels :

In the upper Nansemond, under the command of Lieutenant R. H. Lamson, the

Stepping Stones, Acting Master P. A. Harris ; Mt. Washington, Acting Master
and Pilot H. H. Haynie ; Cceur de Leon, Acting Master Charles H. Brown

;

Cohasset, Acting Master and Pilot Thomas Evans ; Zouave, Acting Master and
Pilot Sylvanus Cox ; Alert, Acting Master's Mate John Bishop ; and two army
gunboats, the West End and Smith Briggs.

In the lower Nansemond, under the command of Lieutenant William B.

Gushing, the Commodore Barney, Lieutenant W. B. Cushing; Yankee, Acting

Master T. P. Ives ; Teazer, Acting Ensign Philip Sheriden ; Primrose, Acting
Master W. T. Street.

Of these, the Yankee, Teazer, Primrose, and Cceur de Leon, are from the

Potomac flotilla; the first three proceeded into the Nansemond on the evening

of the 16th ; the last on the morning of the 17th.

The department will notice with pleasure that the conduct of both officers and
men is repeatedly commended in the enclosed reports. Opportunity is given

for especially mentioning the good and efficient service rendered by Acting
Master T. A. Harris, commanding the Stepping Stones, and his zeal and devo-

tion during all the operations in the river.

Acting Master's Mate James Birtwistle, of the Minnesota, is repeatedly and
honorably mentioned as a modest, brave, and efficient officer. I respectfully

recommend these officers for promotion for gallant conduct in the face of the

enemy.
Acting Ensign Wm. Hunter, of the Commodore Barney, and G. W. Law-

rence, of the Stepping Stones, are commended by Lieutenant Cushing ; and
Acting Master and Pilot H. H. Haynie, and Acting Master's Mate Griffith, of

the Mt. Washington, by Lieutenant Lamson; and Acting Ensign William G.

Morris, of the Cceur de Leon, by the commanding officer of the vessel.
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These names are mentioned in the enclosed hasty but interesting reports,

written in the midst of the excitement of active and perilous service.

It will give me pleasure to forward to the department for proper record or re-

ward such individual instances of gallantry and good conduct among the men
as their commanding officers may recommend under the 4th and 5th articles of

the 10th general order,

I forward herewith the fleet surgeon's reports of casualties in the several en-

gagements in the Nansemond, which are complete up to their dates, and include

seven (7) killed and fifteen wounded.
Lieutenant Lamson was slightly wounded.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Reports of Lieutenant JV. B. Gushing.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, April 12, 1863.

Sir: I am at anchor just below the obstructions. I have been up to Suffolk

and communicated with General Peck and with Lieutenant Lamson.
There are two points in the lower Nansemond where the enemy would be

likely to cross. I am now off one ; the other is two or three miles below. The
rebels have a pontoon train, and can easily bridge the river if not closely watched
in the night. I can only guard this position since we caimot run with the

Barney after dark.

If, as senior officer, I have command of the vessels now in the river, I will

take one from above and station it at the point below me, mentioned by General
Peck. If the enemy make a fair attack in front, without attempting to cross

the river, am I at liberty to lighten my vessel so as to cross the bar 1 At high

water I can get over in seven feet water, and then there is deep water all the

way up.

If it comes to a fight it will be a hard task to remain at anchor within sound
of rebel cannon.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. GUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, 4.20 p. m., April 13, 1863.

Sir: I send a boy. who deserted from the rebels day before yesterday. He
has been closely questioned by me, and I am far from satisfied with his story.

He first said that the confederates took him from Petersburg day before yester-

day. After a time he made the time three weeks. First said that he ran away
five miles from Suffolk. Next that he was at the time only two miles from
Petersburg, and finally that he ran away at both places. He once denied that

he had been near Suffolk, but evidently has. I cross-questioned him strictly,

and thus made him contradict himself. He is a smart boy and, I think, a spy.

He wants to ship, but I don't want him here, for he would desert and go back
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to them with information at night. The confederates are trying, without doubt,

to surround General Peck. I find that there are about 10,000 men on the left

bank of the river, and these are probably the flanking force. The rest of Long-
street's force is on the right bank, in rear of Suffolk. I understand that he has

some siege pieces and heavy artillery. I can and will prevent them from cross-

ing below the barricade. Some of the confederate cavalry was in sight this

morning, and women and children came down to us for protection. I have seen

no point on this river that can be called a good artillery position, and have no
doubt but that our light boats can retain command of the Nansemond. General

Peck's fortifications are of the strongest description, and he can repulse any
force of the enemy. No more vessels are needed. I shall seize all the boats

in the river until the enemy advance or retreat. I may be wrong in my opinion

of this drummer boy; you can judge better than I.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Name7nond River, Va., 1.15 p. m., April 15, 1863.

Sir: The enemy has not seen fit to renew the action of yesterday. I dis-

covered his camp this morning, and shelled it. Infantry and artillery retired

without answeriag our fire, but may open on us at. any moment. I have just

received a despatch from General Peck. The rebels have not crossed as yet;

but he anticipates their intention to try it this afternoon or to-night. Lieuten-

ant Lamson is still here, but will move up the river the moment that the Alert

arrives.

The rebels intended, no doubt, to cross at this point yesterday, but being

beaten was unable to do so. I am taking the ranges and bearings of the points

above, and shall use my 9-inch guns, with long fuses, if requisite. I forgot to

mention in my despatch of last night that my 1 00-pounder Parrott was disabled

yesterday; a rifle shell carried away the elevating screw, and about a foot and

a half of the muzzle is blown off. One wheel of 12-pound howitzer was shot

away, but a spare one made it all right. It may be that the rebels are mask-
ing batteries in the edge of the woods, but I will not be driven off in any event.

Please excuse the haste in which this is written, as I have much to look out for.

General Peck has one army gunboat at Suffolk.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant Comrnanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, West Branch, 2.30 p.m., April 16, 1863.

Sir : Lieutenant Lamson went up the river at high water this morning with

the Stepping Stones, Cohasset, and West End. I do not think that they en-

countered any artillery. The earthwork from which we forced the enemy on
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the 13th has not been taken possession of again by their battery. I drove them
from their rifle pits this morning, but it is not possible to keep them out. I

think that they have only left enough men here to make their intention doubtful,

and have withdrawn to some other point. The cars were under way this morn-
ing and all last night on the Roanoke and Seaboard railroad. I could hear the

whistle of the engines and see the smoke of numerous trains. I can only believe

from present indications that the enemy is in retreat.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. GUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Coinmanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, West Branch, 9 p. m., April 17.

Sir: At high water this morning I started the Alert, Ooeur de Leon and
Teazer up the river. The Alert passed up safely; but the Teazer and Cceur
de Leon grounded. I got the first named of the two off an hour or two ago.

The second got off before noon, and was sent up the river this evening. The
Teazer has in some way disabled her engine, and I am forced to send her down.
I shall order the Yankee up at 9 in the morning, though I think it dangerous
to do so, since she cannot be guided by the helm Avhen in the mud. We will

lighten her as much as possible, and if she goes ashore under the fire of the

battery I will protect her as much as possible. The Primrose cannot go up in

any event, but is of the greatest importance below. I have pickets ashore on
this bluff in order that I may not be surprised by the enemy, and in order that

my officers may not be picked off from the brush. This forenoon two of my
men captured the engineer-in-chief on the staff of the rebel Major General
French. He came down within three hundred yards of the boats to make a

reconnoissance, no doubt intending to locate rifle-pits and batteries. He was
accompanied by a citizen, armed, who made his escape. The people living in

this vicinity aid the rebels in every way, and do not scruple to fire at our men.
If I take one with arms in his hands trying to kill my men, I will not take him
prisoner. Please bear in mind that this officer was captured below West Branch
creek, which fact goes to prove that General French is on duty below my po-

sition. In fact, I am aware that he dined, with his staff, in the village of Chuck-
atuck, some distance below and from the shore. I also received information

that a brigade of rebels is located three miles inshore from "Sleepy Hole," and
that they are constructing a masked battery there. I have sent the Yankee
and Zouave there to-night, and have stationed the Primrose at Bush's Point,

another dangerous spot. I remain in my old position with this vessel, within

seven hundred yards of the battery and rifle-pits. The confederates have thrown
up so much earth fronting me that I can do them very little injury by mj ire.

Their three guns bear on a point in the channel just above the bar, and seem to

be stationary. I judge so from the fact that they did not fire on the Teazer
during the five hours that she lay helpless within five hundred yards of the fort,

but they fired on the Alert just as she reached a certain point not fifty yards
from the Teazer, and also on the Coeur de Leon this evening when at the same
point, and when they passed, this spot the firing ceased, though they would
have been for some time within range of an ordinary battery. I am confident

that these are pieces that I have disabled by knocking the carriages in pieces,

and that they have so placed them that they bear on one point, and have wedged
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them in that position. If I could get directly in their front I could break them
up in fifteen minutes ; but they are behind a high bank of earth and do not
bear on me at all

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. GUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, West Branch, 10 p. m., April 11

'.

Sir : There is one thing that I neglected to state in my despatch written an
hour ago. The expedition that was to capture the rifle-pits failed in consequence
of the army men being frightened at nothing. Two hundred men were landed
by the Stepping Stones. They remained ashore five minutes, and saw three

rebel pickets running away, which so frightened them that they returned with-

out firing a shot. If you can send me two launches, with smooth bore 12-pounder
howitzers, or others, I will agree to capture the battery and rifle-pits on the

bank ahead and spike the guns; as the cannon are stationary but few men are

needed in their works, and I am confident that they can be driven out, killed,

or captured, by a close attack with launches in front and flank, and then a

sudden land charge, with about fifty men; just after dark would be my time for

attack, when the few men in the rifle-pits cannot pick the men off in the

launches. It is important that these guns should be spiked, since every steamer
going up has to pass the point on which they bear, and some must get disabled.

Their position is such that the few rebels there could not get assistance in time

to repel a sudden and vigorous attack. If this is not done the artillery will

soon be repaired with new wheels or other disabled portions, and thus their

force will regain several rifled pieces that cannot now be used in the field.

That captured engineer officer, whose name is Rodgers, admits that the cars are

running on the railroad. I knew that I could not be mistaken. I learn many
of their points in advance of the army, and will try to give you reliable infor-

mation. I shall take most of the men from the Teazer before sending her

down, as I am short handed in consequence of deaths, wounds, and firemen

lent to Captain Harris.

1. am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieute?iant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
West Branch, Nansemond River, 8 a. m., April 20.

Sir : Another battery, heavier than the first, has been unmasked by the

enemy. I engaged it yesterday until I was taken in the flank at close quarters

by a sharp fire of musketry across our decks. I drove them from the woods,

and again engaged the battery while our forces was in sight taking the fort.

My loss was one man mortally wounded, who died last night, and whose body
I send to Philadelphia. This vessel was struck but once (in the hull) by shell,

though they burst all around at a distance of twenty yards either side.
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Unlike their firing of the 14th, their shell now hurst with great precision. The
pieces in this battery are all rifled, as were those on the captured point on the
day we engaged it. One is a 50 or 100-pounder rifled, and the others are
from 20s to 12s. It is so masked that I have only their smoke to fire at. I
engage it*to-day at 12 m., and if I do not get a shot in my exposed magazine,
shall hope to silence it before night. I shall extend your congratulations to
Lieutenant Lamson, as well as General Getty, to whom all the credit is due for

yesterday's gallant exploit—the capture of the battery in our front.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. OUSHING,
IAcutcnarit Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, West Branch, 12 m., Ajyril 20, 1863.

Sir : The second battery withdrew from my front last night. All is now
clear at this point, and if the army fortify we can hold the position against any
force, the gunboats protecting both flanks. It is my opinion, and the opinion of

every army officer with whom I have conversed, that any more boats in the

upper Nansemond would be superfluous. It is narrow, and it would be im-

possible for the enemy to throw pontoons over in the face of the artillery and
musketry fire of the land force. It is too small a stream for many boats to

manoeuvre at once, and about all the good that they could do is to give confi-

dence to the army. Below here, on the contrary, our boats are expected to do
the entire work unaided by the land force, and, in order to do it, I must have
all the vessels that are here now. The only one that is now here that could go
over at the highest tide is the Yankee, a large, clumsy side-wheel boat, that

would be far from manageable in the narrow stream above, while she is of use

here. For these reasons I have declined to send her higher up. Captain
Crosby is of my opinion. I think that the enemy is retreating as fast as

possible, and that the army could easily cut off at least one brigade of their

troops by a dash out on the road.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant Cof/imanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Newport News, Va.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Nansemond River, West Branch, 1.35 a. ?n., April 21, 1863.

Sir : When I said yesterday that the enemy had withdrawn from our front I

intended to convey the idea that the battery that I was going to engage had been
abandoned during the night. I might have added that I bad every reason to

believe that the whole rebel army is in retreat. My opinion coincided with that

of General Getty ; last night our troops evacuated the fort in my front by order of

General Peck. I protested against an act that would close the river, if the

enemy were in earnest, but the rebel pickets now hold it. Our land force forti-

fied it strongly in the rear, and left their works for the rebels to use. I do not
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see how sucli a movement can be justified. You are mistaken in believing the

captured guns to be the ones used against us on the 14th. They (those used
there) were rifled guns, and we have some of their shell now on board. We dis-

abled that battery and it was replaced by this. I confess that when I looked

at the works, and saw their great strength, I was astonished that we * silenced

them on that day. I think that active work is nearly over in this quarter.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING, Lieutenant Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,
Nansemond River, Virginia, April 22, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to state, with regard to the boat and boat's crew which
I reported yesterday as having been captured, I have regained the boat and
ascertained that of the five men in the boat : E. Richchurch, seaman, Minnesota,

killed ; James Coleman, landsman, Stepping Stones, said to be wounded in

shoulder and a prisoner ; J. McNielty, ordinary seaman, Minnesota, captured
;

J. Reed, seaman, Minnesota, captured ; F. Hopkins, landsman, Commodore
Barney, captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. A. HARRIS,
Acting Master Commanding.

Lieutenant William B. Cushing, U. S. N.,

Senior Officer Nansemond River, Virginia,

Cominanding Co?hmodore Barney.

United States Steamer Commodore Barney,
Sleepy Hole, Nansemond River, 12 a. m., April 23, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 21st I received information from

Captain Harris of the Stepping Stones, then anchored at the station, that a boat's

crew of five men had been killed or captured by the enemy under the following

named circumstances. About 11 a. m. on that day a white handkerchief was
waved on the rebel shore by a man dressed in citizen's clothes, and thinking the

person to be a Mr. Wilson, and wishing to gain information as to the state of the

country, Captain Harris sent in a boat containing five men to bring him off; as

soon as the boat reached the beach it was fired upon by persons concealed in

the brush ; the fire was returned from the boat, and the Stepping Stones opened
from her howitzer. Upon learning of this treacherous act I determined to

punish it, so that we should not suffer so in future. On the morning of the 22d
we moved down from West Branch with the Yankee in company, and anchored

near the Stepping Stones. I at once proceeded to organize a boat expedition,

and at 1.45 p. m. seven boats left the side of the Barney, two belonging to that

vessel, three from the Yankee, and two from the West End, (army boat.) The
crews were made up of details from the several vessels present, and numbered
about ninety men. We pulled in-boats in line abreast and covered by the fire

of the boats, and landed the men and one 12-pounder howitzer. The boat sent

in the day before was secured, together with four muskets and the dead body of

Richchurch, seaman of Minnesota.
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Leaving a party to guard the boats I advanced, throwing out a line of skirmishers

in front, and burnt three houses with barns, &c, owned by men who had given

active service to the rebel cause, while wearing the dress of private citizens ; all

the buildings were on the point of land from which the enemy fired on the 21st.

As soon as this was done, our force advanced on Chucatuck village, three miles

distant, at which point four hundred cavalry were said to be posted. We came
upon their pickets about a mile and a half from the town and drove them in,

and having secured a mule cart toggled the trail rope of the howitzer to the rear,

and went forward at a double quick. My object was, if possible, to recapture

our men, and to punish the rebels for their cowardly conduct. Two other

squads of their pickets were driven in, and at 4.30 we entered the town. Suddenly
a party of cavalry, numbering about 40 men, appeared some two hundred yards
in our front, coming down the street at a sabre charge; the howitzer was at once
unlimbered and discharged, and my men opened with musketry ; at this the

mules became frightened and charged directly into the rebel ranks, taking with
them the most of our howitzer ammunition ; as soon as the gun was again dis-

charged our sailors went forward with a cheer, drove the enemy and repossessed

themselves of the cart and ammunition.

The rebels retreated with the loss of two killed and three horses fully equipped
captured, also 6 cavalry pistols. We remained masters of the town. Finding
that the captured sailors had been taken to the confederate headquarters across

Reed's F» rry, I started for the river at 5.15 p. m., and reached the boats safely

jght skirmish by the way. I lost one man killed in the cavalry

charge, Daniel Conlowe, landsman, who, being slightly in advance, fired right in

the face of the advancing force, and was shot in two places. I send his body by
the Cceur de Leon, as also the corpse of the man killed on the 21st. This has

been a most important reconnoissance, and has, I think, demonstrated that the

rebels are not in strong force near Suffolk. I shall communicate the result to

General Peckat once. Acting Master's Mate James Birtwistle, of the Minnesota,

behaved as usual with the coolest bravery in working the howitzers and certainly

deserves promotion, if gallantry and strict attention to duty merit such reward.

Acting Ensign William Hunter had charge of the advanced guard, and did his

whole duty. Acting Master's Mate Gr. W. Lawrence, of the Stepping Stones,

acted as guide, and may justly claim great credit for his share in the expedition.

Master' s Mate Aspinwall took charge of the boats, and took all citizens near,

prisoners in order that no information of our movements might be taken to the

enemy. Acting Master's Mate Bordman, from the Yankee, took charge of the

main body under myself, and did his duty. When I entered the town, I had
with me about half of the men, as I had to leave a force at the Cross Roads to

protect my rear.

I cannot refrain from drawing a contrast between the conduct of the sailors,

who behaved mostly nobly, with that of the fifteen soldiers from the West End,
whom I was obliged to threaten in order to make them do their duty.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant and Senior Officer in Nansemond.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, Neivport News, Virginia.



80 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Congratulatory letter to Lieutenant Cushing.

Navy Department, May 4, 1863.

Sir : Your gallantry and meritorious services during the recent demonstration
of the enemy upon the Nansemond, and in co-operating with the army, are en-

titled to the especial notice and commendation of the department. Your conduct
on this occasion adds additional lustre to the character you had already
established for valor in the face of the enemy.
The energy and ability displayed by yourself and the officers and men under

your command, in the defence of the lower Nansemond, are most creditable, and
are appreciated by the department.

The department desires to express to you more especially its admiration of
your gallantry and enterprise in conducting an important armed reconnoissance,

with a party from the gunboats, some miles into the enemy's country, to the
village of Chuckatuck, and putting to flight a body of rebel cavalry and safely

returning to your vessel.

Accept my congratulations for yourself and the officers and men that were
under your command.

Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES.
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant W. B. Gushing, United States Navy,
Com'g United States Steamer Commodore T>amey, Old Point Comfort.

Reports of Lietitenant R. H. Lamson.

United States Steamer Mount Washington,
Off Suffolk, Virginia, April 12, 1863—6 p. m.

SlR £ The Philadelphia has just arrived with your instructions of the 12th

instant, which will be most carefully adhered to. She also brings sixteen

sheets of boiler-iron for rifle screens.

At the mouth of the Nansemond river this morning I found the Cohassett

aground, but did not attempt to tow her off, as she had but little coal on board,

and I feared to lose time, and so not be able to get over the bar with either

vessel. The Alert arrived this evening, and I have stationed her to flank the

Jerrico Creek batteries. The Mount Washington commands the Providence
Church road.

A few minutes since General Peck sent me a despatch from Colonel Dutton
stating that the rebels were erecting an earthwork on the left bank of the

Nansemond river, at Deep creek, and I have sent the Stepping Stones to

ascertain. The enemy advanced this morning on the Somerton road, about two
thousand strong, and also showed themselves in force on the White Marsh road.

By the middle of the afternoon most of them had disappeared in the woods,
and General Peck is of the opinion that they are changing their front so as to

more completely surround him. There was some light skirmishing. This
information is from General Peck.

When the enemy appeared he withdrew all his artillery posted on the river

near us, and sent it to the front, leaving the defence of this side, he said, to the

boats. The general wished me to express to you, sir, his deep obligations for

your prompt assistance, and hoped soon to thank you in person.

I telegraphed to you this evening, and shall communicate often, and every-

thing that transpires. There are no 15-second shells for the 32-pounder on
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board, and I respectfully request to have some forwarded if they are not on

board the steamer Swan.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant Commanding Flotilla, off Svffolk, Virginia.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

« United States Military Telegraph.

[Received April 12, 1863 —From Suffolk 6.45.]

To Acting Rear-Admiral Lee.

The Alert arrived this evening. I have stationed two boats to command the

Providence Church road, and one to flank the Jericho Creek batteries. General

Peck approves of the disposition. The rebels showed themselves 10,000 strong

on the Somerton road, and in strong force on the White Marsh road this

morning. General Peck thinks they are changing front to get in our rear, if

possible. Send (40) forty fifteen-second shells for 32-pounder. Some light

skirmishing.

R. H. LAMSON,
Commanding Flotilla off Suffolk.

United States Steamer Mount Washington,

Off Suffolk, April 13, 1863—4;?. m.

Sir: This morning the enemy appeared on the Somerton road, and there were
some exchanges of artillery fire. General Peck sent me a despatch saying they

were coming down the Providence Church road, and I sent orders to the Alert,

just below the point, to fire on that road. About one hour since the enemy
showed themselves just coming out of the woods, and I opened fire from this

vessel, the Cohasset and Alert. They have retreated into the woods. General

Peck sent to ask if I could hold this side against four or five thousand infantry

and cavalry. I replied that I thought I could if they had not more than one

light battery.

No artillery has yet been seen on this road. The Stepping Stones, Captain
Harris, is patrolling with the West End from the Western Branch to this point,

with orders to report occasionally. I saw General Peck to-day, and he expressed
himself perfectly satisfied with the disposition of the boats, and said they were
in the most advantageous position. He requested that I would keep at least

two of them abreast the town, unless I discovered the enemy actually crossing

or attempting to cross below. The Swan has just come up with ammunition.
* * * * This morning at 2 a. m. two shots were fired

across our decks from some bushes on the bank. The watch had their arms in

their hands, and returned the fire immediately.

The guns on board the boats are : one 32-pounder, 27 cwt. ; one 20-pounder
Parrott rifle; four 12-pounder rifled howitzers; five 12-pounder smooth-bore
howitzers, (heavy.)

The pilot-house of this vessel is well protected with iron, and rifle screens

have been put upon deck. I have visited all the boats to attend to their

preparations, and you may depend, sir, upon us to do all that is possible to assist

General Peck in any emergency.

6 N
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The enemy are along the river, and the West End has been fired on with
rifles.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant Commanding off Suffolk.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Mt. Washington.
Above Western Branch, Nansemond River,

6A5p. m., April 13, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of to-day,

and have ordered the Cohasset to report to Lieutenant Cushing in accordance

therewith. I have detained the Swan, as I did not think it safe for her to come
down. Major General Keyes requested me to bring him down in the Mt. Wash-
ington. I shall return to Suffolk immediately with the Stepping Stones, and act

as circumstances may render necessary until further orders from you. The
Alert twisted her rudder-head this afternoon, but would probably be repaired

this evening. On our way down we received quite a sharp musketry fire from
the enemy's skirmishers, six or eight balls struck the screens you sent down
last evening, directly abreast the window of the pilot-house, no one on board
was injured. We kept up a return fire from our rifles, and from the guns with

canister and shrapnel. Hoping that my dispositions here may meet with your
approval,

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

I send down Benjamin Simmons, who has received a contusion.

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off Sleepy Hollow, Nansemond, 8 y. m., 15th, 1863.

Sir: I was in hopes the Alert would arrive in time to cross the bar at western

branch with me at high water this morning, and go up the river again. If we
have two boats one can tow the other off if disabled or aground. This afternoon

at 4 I got underway to make the attempt, but the wind was so high that we
could do nothing with the vessel, she has so much out of water. About 5 p.

m. the Barney shelled the point above us; I ran up to dislodge the enemy by
taking them in rear. The guns were loaded with canister and primed, and the

men kept under cover till we rounded the point, when we saw his reserve of about

100 men behind the bluff, and completely uncovered. They ran and we fired

five charges of canister directly into their flank and rear. I saw quite a num-

ber fall, and, after we had forged ahead, they ran out of the rifle pits and carried

them off.

At this time the Barney made the signal that she needed assistance, and I

turned round and went back. She was aground and I towed her off. They had
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remained in the rifle pits and poured even a heavier fire into us than when going

up. It was the hottest rifle fire we have been under. I kept the men covered

as much as possible, and had only three men wounded (one severely, belonging

to the Barney.) A sergeant brought down word that their batteries had been
silenced at Norfleets, and wanted the West End to come up. I shall go cau-

tiously as soon as possible. In am perfectly confident that no rebels have crossed.

I am patrolling the river to-night with the Zouave and Oohasset.

When the Barney got aground the rebels sent off some men, probably to bring

up their artillery. I cannot speak in too high terms of the coolness, courage, and
activity of Captain Harris, who handled his vessel under fire better than he
does anywhere else.

I will make a detailed report of the action of the 14th as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,
7. 30 a. m., 16th.

Sir: Your despatch by Dr. Franklin is received, and has my utmost attention.

The Barney is shelling the point, and I shall go up in this vessel and see ifthey
have any artillery; if not, I will signal up the Cohasset. I fear she may ground
on the bar, though the Captain is confident she will go over. I shall not expose
her to unnecessary risk. I am of your opinion, sir, that the rebels will cross

above this, if at all, where the river is narrower.

An army officer said yesterday that they considered one of the boats at Suf-

folk would be worth a brigade of men. They said the army had had scarcely

any fighting yet. We are doing all we can do, sir, and will continue to make
every effort.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
(Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off the Wood-yard two miles above Western Branch,
9 a. m., April 17, 1863.

Sir: In accordance with my intention, expressed to you yesterday, I got
under way at 8.30, (high water,) directing the Cohassett to steam up to the bar,

but not to cross 'till I ascertained if there was any artillery in the rebel battery,

and gave him the signal. I feared he might get aground. The West End
came up at that time and Lieutenant Rowe placed himself under my orders.

The Commodore Barney shelled the point, and I ran past, receiving a very
heavy fire of musketry. Having seen the impossibility of reaching the rebels

in their well protected pits when close under the bank, I ordered the guns to be
charged with canister, and the men to be kept entirely under cover, using their

rifles only from behind the screening. The other vessels received the same
orders, and we passed without loss. I hoped to get another flanking fire on their

reserve, but it had been moved back into the woods. Finding no artillery I
signalled the Cohassett to come up. I found a picket here and sent a despatch
to General Peck, asking him if he would prefer me to come to Suffolk or remain
here and guard this part of the river, which seemed to me more important. I
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also sent out two cavalry men to get information from the officers and pickets

along the river. They say that the rebel batteries are all silenced, which I

suppose means that they have rolled the guns a little back into the woods.

General Peck replied that this was one of the most important points to guard,

and he thought I had better remain and act in conjunction with General Getty,

who commands this part of the line, and to open communication with General

Getty; he said if a gunboat could be spared from here it would "add much to

his security" to have one at Suffolk. General Getty said he would like to have

a gunboat to go up to draw the fire of the rebel batteries to show him their

position. I told him if General Peck wished me to go to Suffolk I would go

immediately, but that I did not think you would approve of my exposing the

boats to artillery merely to find their position, and without other object in view.

From the charts you sent me yesterday I saw that it would be quite easy to

throw a body of soldiers across here to the rebel side and march down in rear

of the battery and rifle-pits that have annoyed us so much, and capture them
all. I took the chart and rode over to General Getty's headquarters, about two
miles distant, explained the position to him and told him 1 had examined the

country to be passed over He approved of the plan entirely, and directed

Colonel Donohue, 10th New Hampshire volunteers, and Major Wheelan,
1st M. R., to act accordingly. He came on board, and I ran down towards

the battery. The general said he thought the part of the river near the point

ought to be better guarded, but expressed himself perfectly satisfied when, in

answer to a preconcerted signal, the Barney burst a nine-inch shell over the

spot. At 11 last evening I received on board two hundred men, and anchored

in the stream till one o'clock, when 1 ran up to the point selected and in ten

minutes landed them on the opposite side. They were to march across the

neck of land between them and the battery, surprise them while I attacked in

front close under the battery, and ran up to a landing place at the upper end of

it, receive our troops and their prisoners on board before their reserves, several

mijes distant, could be brought up. After landing the troops marched about

fifty yards and came back, because they saw four of the enemy's pickets. I

received them on board immediately at the point where I landed them, and took

them back to their own side again. I feared such would be the case, for the

first signal the colonel wished to agree upon was that for retreat to the point of

debarkation. General Getty thinks they would have succeeded, and said this

morning that he wished he had led the expedition himself. This morning I ran

down to engage the batteries while the Alert ran up. They had erected several

new earth-works, which had been thrown up during the night, but from my
position near the upper end of their works I shelled them completely out of the

two entrenchments nearest me. I can get a good flanking fire on them. The
Alert received three shots through the pilot-house, killing the pilot, T. J. Haw-
kins, and wounding Quartermaster John Jones. General Getty sent for me to

go down to Calhoun's Point and show him the position of the rebel batteries,

and where he could put one that would not be exposed to a flanking fire. We
found a position, and he put two twenty-pounder Parrott's in position. He said

the gunboats alone had prevented the enemy from crossing, and that he placed

his "main confidence in them." I assured him that your orders to assist him
in any way possible should be carried out.

I have made arrangements to send our wounded to Suffolk in ambulances, to

go from there to the hospital at Norfolk. I have made a requisition on General

Getty for fresh bread and meat for my men, and I am having coal and the

ammunition on board the Swan hauled down to this point. It is 4^ miles to

Suffolk by land and 7 miles by water. I am getting canvas screening around

the bow and stern, and have made a requisition for heavy bales for a barricade

for the upper deck, which will afford a great deal more protection to the men.

General Getty thinks the attempt to cross will be made between here and Suf-
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folk, and that the show of force at West Branch is a feint. The river there is

too wide for a pontoon bridge.

My officers and men are all in good spirits, and determined to give a good

account of themselves. I cannot say too much in their praise.

General Getty has kindly offered to supply me with anything I need that he

can procure. They keep a very poor lookout along the river. I have shelled

the rebels twice from where I am lying, and the army wished to know what I

was firing at. My position here is a very safe one, and I have the boats placed

so as to throw a cross and raking fire along the only point where the rebels

could erect a battery to do us much damage. If the enemy throws a pontoon

bridge across I shall attempt to run it down at all hazards. I have concerted

a system of signals with the officers ashore, so that I can be informed of any
attempted crossing and of the direction. I am most careful, sir, to observe your

cautions in regard to keeping my men well covered.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off Wood-yard, Nansemond, 9 a. m. April 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the

17th instant. There are one or two things in it I do not understand, owing, I

suppose, to their referring to something Lieutenant dishing has spoken off.

The Cceur de Lion came up last evening. Her wheel is shot completely

away, and the pilot, William, (colored,) killed. She is not otherwise injured,

and can be steered perfectly well by the tillers.

I rode out to General Getty's headquarters yesterday, and proposed another

attack on the battery that is annoying us so much, and which if not taken will

cut off entirely my communications with the fleet below.

I offered to take five hundred men on board this vessel, and land them at the

landing place close to the upper end of the batteries and rifle-pits, throwing

ashore at the same time four of my howitzers, the other boats to take a raking

position, and cover the landing and embarkation. I know the water and the

ground there. Their guns do not bear on the landing place, and their force is

not more than three hundred or four hundred—probably not so much. It could

all be done before they could receive any re-enforcements. General Getty
approves the plan, and so do his staff officers, but said his men were too tired to

do it last night, but that perhaps we would try it to-night. If we can once get

them out of the place, the position is such that we can keep them out. The
army seem to be lying perfectly at their ease, expecting us to take care of them.

General Getty has just come on board, and says General Peck wishes to see

me, at Suffolk, in regard to this attack. General Getty will go up also. I hope
they will make it, for I shall not be satisfied unless I take the battery that

knocked the Mt. Washington to pieces.

I detained the Oohasset, and telegraphed you for orders. She is very efficient

here, and cannot go down without damage.
Hoping to meet your approval in all I may do, I have the honor to be, sir,

your most obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron-
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United States Military Telegraph.

[Received April 18, 1863.—From Suffolk 12 m.]

To Rear-Admiral Lee :

General Getty and myself have conferred with General Peck, who approves

the plan I propose for taking the batteries, and we will make the attempt to-

night. I am getting short of men. Please send me Mr. Birtwistle and twenty-

five of the men I had in the Mt. Washington. Send them up to the Commodore
Barney. Land them at the picket station opposite, and let them walk up to the

wood-pile. The pickets will guide them. Send them this afternoon. The
battery is the key of the river. If we need them, can you send some nine or

ten thirty-two (32) pounder or rifled guns, via Norfolk, to this point.

LIEUTENANT LAMSON,
United States Navy.

United States Military Telegraph.

[Received April 18, 1863.—From Suffolk 7. 40 p. m ]

To Admiral S. P. Lee:

The batteries at the point above West Branch are very strong. Alert this

morning had the pilot killed and one wounded. Coeur de Lion wheel and pilot-

house away
;

pilot killed. I ran down and engaged the batteries this morning,

to assist Alert. I have your order, through Lieutenant Oushing, to send

Oohasset down. I shall detain her till I receive further orders, on account of

the strength of the batteries and the usefulness of the vessel.

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United, States Navy.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off Wood-yard, Nansemond River, Virginia,

8 a. m. April 19, 1863.

Sir : The expedition I proposed for last night comprised two columns—one

to land up the river, and attempt to get in rear of the battery by the route pro-

posed for the expedition of the night of the 16th instant. When they had
thoroughly alarmed the enemy in his rear, I was to run this vessel, with 500
men on board, right under the upper end of the batteries, and land them, with

four of my howitzers, worked by my own men, who were to have assistance in

dragging them up the bank. The landing place cannot be touched by a single

one of their guns, and it is only a few yards into the works. General Peck sent

for me to ride up to Suffolk yesterday morning to arrange the affair ; and the

entire direction of it was given to me. The 8th regiment Connecticut volun-

teers, under Colonel Ward, weie to go up the river in the Coeur de Lion, Cap-
tain Brown, and parts of the 1 3th Indiana volunteers and 89th New York, under
Colonels Dobbs and England, were to be embarked on this vessel. I arranged

a system of signals with Lieutenant Cushing, so that I could draw his fire and
direct it to any point I desired. My other gunboats were to cover the landing

in front and take a position in the bend above, where they could pour in an
effective fire. The plan was perfectly feasible, and only required promptness
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and determination to succeed without much loss. My vessels were all ready,

and at the wharf for the troops; the commanders had received their instructions,

and the guns ready for landing at the proper time; but the troops did not arrive

till almost two hours after. I embarked the two hundred on the Coeur de Lion;

but it was so late before the others were ready that we could not have reached

the battery before broad daylight. I told General Getty that I thought it was
too late, but I would proceed if he desired. He said he would say nothing

about it ; that the expedition was mine. I thought it would not be prudent to

attack in broad daylight, and so sent the men ashore to wait till to-night. I

have examined the position thoroughly. It is the key to the river, and unless

it is taken our boats must run down in the night. They are not putting in any
more artillery ; but from the bend above I can get an enfilading fire, and have
forced them to abandon one of their earthworks and move further down

I have had officers climb the highest trees commanding a view of it, and have
been to every point where the battery can be seen to advantage. If I had two
hundred sailors, I am confident it would not have annoyed us so long. I shall

make the attempt to-night, unless the army fails the third time, and shall guide

the column myself.

Since I came here I have not ceased to urge upon General Getty the high
importance of taking and occupying this point, for if we once get the enemy out

of his pits one hundred men and a couple of boats can keep them out. The
general has approved everything I have said, but for some reason his officers

have failed to do their part. Ours has been done exactly as I told them I would
do. We have fought the rebels every day since last Sunday, except to-day,

with a heavy loss compared to our force, and the army has lain on their bank or

in their earthworks without a man hurt, and have utterly failed to render me
the assistance and support they ought to have given.

Your despatch of the 18th came last evening, and shall be strictly obeyed. I

am confident I can run the batteries at night without much risk at high water.

I am not sure but I ought to do so to-night, instead of trying again to co-operate

with the army. General Peck, however, says everything shall be ready to-

night, and that I shall have his best men. I think they are not putting more
guns in position. I have a picket out on the enemy's shore to watch the bat-

tery, and have it so covered by my guns that the enemy cannot get near it

without being exposed to a very hot fire. I think my ability to go down the

river will be as good to-morrow as to-day, and the army may do something to-

night.

I read General Getty your despatch, and he seemed very much alarmed at

the idea of the gunboats going down, and said he could not hold the river with
his present fortifications without them.

If we take the battery, all is secure. I am most anxious to do so, as well as

on account of the advantage of the position as a great desire to send you one of

the guns that were used against the Mt. Washington. I will not remain longer
than I think it safe. I cannot express to you, sir, my admiration of the conduct
of my officers and men. They work day and night, and have not flinched under
the heaviest fire.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off HilVs Point, Nansemond River, Va., April 20, 1863—9 a. m.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the gunboats under my command, in

conjunction with 300 men under General Getty, captured the rebel post at this

place, and opened our communication with the river below.

At 3 p. m. of yesterday I received on board this vessel portions of the 89th

New York volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel England, and the 8th Connecticut

volunteers, Colonel Ward. I had canvas screens from the awning ridge ropes

to conceal the men and my battery of four (4) 12-pounder boat howitzers

ready for landing, manned by my own men, with a detachment of soldiers to

assist in hauling them up the bank.

Near six o'clock, at a preconcerted signal from our steam-whistle, a heavy
fire was opened upon the rebel batteries from all our gunboats, which had been
placed in position previously, and from General Getty's two batteries on Col-

ham's Point opposite, under Captains Morris and Valler. I then steamed
slowly down the river as though 1 intended to run the battery, as I have done
several times, until I got nearly abreast of it, when I gave the signal for the

gunboats and batteries to cease firing, put the helm hard a starboard and ran

into the bank directly under the upper end of the battery, and so close that

they could not bring a gun to bear. The screens were triced up, gangway
boards launched, and, with a cheer from all the boats and batteries, the 89th

New York rushed ashore, followed by my howitzer battery and the 8th Con-
necticut, which got ashore about the same time by jumping from the after

end of the boat. The rebel works consisted of two lines, with an impassable

ravine between. We carried the first line at once, but while the 89th New
York were running around the head of the ravine, the enemy swung round some
of their guns and poured a discharge of grape into our men, which was instantly

replied to by canister from my guns, which I had planted on the crest of the

ravine pointing directly into the rear of their battery. The brave 89 th were
in their works by this time, and they did not fire a shot afterwards.

We took 161 prisoners and five pieces of artillery, 12-pounder and 24-pounder

field guns, captured from us at Harper's Ferry and from Western Virginia,

with a large quantity of ammunition. Not a man escaped. I also regained this

vessel's gig, which was shot out of the davits while running the battery a few
days since and drifted ashore.

I cannot give too much' praise to the brave officers and men of the 89th New
York and 8th Connecticut, who charged in the most gallant style. General

Getty and staff directed the troops, and were exposed to a very hot fire. My
own officers and men behaved with the courage they have shown in action with

the enemy every day but one since we have been in this river—eight days. The
loss on both sides was small, owing to the decisive charge and the immediate
silencing of their guns with canister.

I cannot refrain from speaking of the handsome manner in which Acting
Master T. A. Harris handled this vessel and of the skill and courage he showed
throughout the affair. The enemy's Avork was as strong as it is possible to

make an earthwork, and they had commenced to casemate it. I send you, sir,

our flag, which I planted on the works, with those of the two regiments ; also

one of the captured guns.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant U. S. Navy, GorrCg Gunboats Upper Nansemond.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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United States Military Telegraph.

[Received Apiil 20, 1863.—From off wood-yard, 11.45 a. m.]

To Acting Rear-Admiral Lee :

General Getty will evacuate the captured battery to-night. I shall run

down with the last load of troops, land them at Sleepy Hollow, and join Lieu-

tenant Cushingj Will send despatch when it is accomplished.

K. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,

Off Sleepy Hollow, Nansemond River, April 21, 1863—2.45 a. m.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the

20th and 21st instant, by the Philadelphia, this morning.

Yesterday, soon after closing my report to you, General Getty informed me
that General Peck had directed him to abandon the captured battery at Hill's Point,

and that the troops and ammunition would be withdrawn as soon as possible.

I immediately went down with this vessel, put up my canvas screens, and re-

ceived on board the captured artillery and the guns General Getty had landed.

I placed the other gunboats in a position to command the approaches to the

battery, and arranged signals with them and the Commodore Barney to direct

their nre to any point.

As soon as it became dark we commenced ferrying over the troops, of whom
over one thousand had been landed on the point. Our boats shelled the ap-

proaches occasionally. I told General Getty that, in obedience to your in-

structions I must go below the point with the gunboats the moment he aban-

doned the battery, and in order to do that it would be necessary to land the

last load below. When all had crossed, except our pickets, I made signal to

the boats to get under way, leaving the West End and some small boats to carry

over the pickets. It was a very dark night, with a heavy easterly wind, but
we passed the bar and the obstructions safely, and anchored off this place. I

took the precaution to send out boats with lights to mark the channel, as it

would probably have been fatal to any vessel to have grounded.
At 12 o'clock the last picket was crossed, and the West End joined the fleet

below. At daylight this morning we hauled alongside the wharf here and
landed all General Getty's artillery, munitions, &c. General Getty remained
on board this vessel, and accomplished the withdrawal of his men, guns, and
trophies in the most admiral manner. We had information that the enemy in-

tended to attack during the evening in strong force, and their sharpshooters
were within range of our pickets during the evacuation.

The officers and crew of this vessel have worked incessantly during two
nights and days transporting troops to the captured battery and withdrawing
them, and I cannot speak in too high terms of their uncomplaining perseverance.

Acting Master T. A. Harris, commanding this vessel, has been especially

noticed for his untiring energy and useful services, and of the courage of all I need
only say that they planted our guns within sixty yards of those of the enemy,
which were greater in number and calibre, and were firing grape.

I sent the Cohasset down yesterday, in obedience to your order, received
through Lieutenant Oushing. Dr. Franklin, of the Minnesota, made several

reconnoissances to ascertain the position of the battery, and by climbing trees

at different points made a correct drawing, showing the approaches to the works,
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which was of valuable assistance. Hoping that your wishes have been satis-

factorily executed,

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,

R. H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones,
Nansemond River, Virginia, April 22, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following detailed report of the action

of the 14th instant, in the United States steamer Mount Washington, then

under my command. I will submit a connected report of the operations of the

flotilla in the upper Nansemond, as soon as possible.

On the evening of the 13tli instant I brought Major General Keyes down
from Suffolk, having in company the Stepping Stones, Acting Master T. A.
Harris, and the Alert, Acting Master Cox. We ran through a very heavy fire

from the enemy's sharpshooters—losing one killed and one wounded. At day-

light, on the 14th instant, I got under way to return to Suffolk, the Mount
Washington leading, and followed by the armed army steamer, West End,
under Lieutenant Rowe, 99th regiment New York volunteers, and the Stepping

Stones.

As we turned the bend below Norflet's Point I discovered a fresh earthwork
on the point, and commenced shelling it. Seeing nothing but riflemen behind

it, I gave the signal to run past ; and when within four hundred yards the

enemy opened fire from seven pieces of artillery, which they rolled into the

work from the woods. One of the pieces was a 20-pounder rifle, the first shot

from which entered our boilers. Other shots struck in quick succession, raking

our bows and the forward part of the decks. The engines immediately stopped,

the vessel drifted against the bank, and the escaping steam and hot water drove

almost every one out of the vessel ; but at my order they returned, and opened
fire from all our guns. The West End also got aground, and I sent Third
Assistant Engineer Rarrer to the Stepping Stones with an order to come up
and tow me off, which was done ; and as soon as the Mount Washington was
out of range I anchored, and sent Captain Harris to tow off the West End.
We then proceeded down the river, the Stepping Stones towing the Mount
Washington, and the enemy's sharpshooters firing from almost every point.

While passing the bar and obstructions near the mouth of the West branch,

the tide being low, the Mount Washington grounded, and almost immediately
the enemy opened upon us with ten pieces of artillery—six planted in a strong

earthwork on Hill's Point, and four in the woods to the right, throwing a cross

fire into our vessels.

Finding that the Mount Washington would be immovable till the next high
tide, I ordered the engineers, firemen, and all others, except the men I brought
from the Minnesota, to man the guns, to go on board the Stepping Stones, and
directed Captain Harris to go down to a safe position, and to come up and tow
me off at high water. The West End, being short of coal, continued on down
the river. The enemy kept up a heavy and well-directed fire from his artillery

and sharpshooters posted in the bushes and rifle-pits that lined the banks, and
was replied to by all our guns, and by those of the Commodore Barney, Lieu-

tenant Cushing, who came as near the bar as his draught of water would permit,

and supported me, throughout the action, in the most gallant manner. The
Stepping Stones also used her rifled guns with great effect. The enemy soon
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obtained our range, and his artillery told witb fearful effect on the timbers and

machinery of these slightly-built vessels. By 1.30 p. m. we had silenced the

enemy's battery and dislodged his sharpshooters, using from the Mount Wash-
ington canister and ten-second shrapnel.

About 3 p. m. the enemy reopened with a less number of pieces from a new
position a little to the right of the first one, and his sharpshooters poured in a

most galling fire from the trees and rifle-pits.

We immediately replied with all our guns, and the firing was uninterrupted

till we got out of range, at six p. m.

As the tide rose, the vessel swung so that the bow guns would not bear,

*when I had a 12-pounder howitzer mounted on the hurricane deck, and with

the assistance of Master's Mate Birtwistle and Seamen Sullivan and Jourdan,

worked it till the bow guns could be brought to bear. The gun was struck

several times by the enemy's shot, and the wood work near it was much
cut up. As soon as the vessel began to float I sent a boat to carry out a hawser
to a spile at the obstruction, manned the capstan, hove up the anchor, and com-
menced warping down, when the rebels shot away the pile and obliged me to

anchor again and send out a boat with another warp, which was done.

A kedge was also got ready for warping further down. A little after five the

Stepping Stones came up to tow me off, when she received the entire atten-

tion of the rebel battery, and had her pilot-house and decks much cut up, and
one gun dismounted.

The hawser slipped, and the channel being so narrow, she was obliged to

run down some distance before she could turn, when the artillery was again turned

on the Mount Washington. Captain Harris soon ran up to me again, and at

six p. m. I was out of the enemy's range. The Barney still remained, engaging
the enemy, and continued to fire till the enemy ceased and withdrew. Towards
the close of the action the Mount Washington's flag-staff was shot away even
with the upper deck, when Mr. Birtwistle and Seaman Henry Thielberg as-

sisted me to haul it up out of the water by the ensign halliards, raise it, and
lash it alongside the stump.

I cannot find words to express to you, sir, my admiration of the courageous
good conduct of my officers and men, who fought the guns for six hours,

aground in a disabled vessel, under such a fire of artillery and musketry,
and who did not flinch even from working a gun on the open hurricane

deck, or from going out twice in a boat to carry a hawser. I wish, sir,

through you, to express my warmest thanks to Captain Haynie, of the Mount
Washington, and his executive officer, Mr. Griffith, who nobly refused to leave

the vessel when his crew were sent away, and who rendered the most valuable

assistance during the action. Master's Mate Birtwistle, of the Minnesota,

behaved in the most gallant manner, and I respectfully recommend him to your
notice as a most brave and efficient officer. All the men behaved so well that

it is difficult to discriminate, but the following instances of devotion came under
my own observation : Joachim Sylvia was instantly killed by a shell that

knocked him overboard, when Samuel Woods, captain of the gun, jumped
overboard and swam after the body, which sank before he reached it, when he
immediately swam back to the vessel, went to his gun, and fought it to the
close of the action in a manner that attracted the attention of every one.

After the action he was as much noted for his tender care of the wounded.
Henry Thielberg, seaman, assisted to haul up and raise the flag-staff and volun-
teered to go upon the pilot-house to watch the movements of the enemy, and,

although 1 saw three balls strike within a few inches of his head, he did not
move from his position till ordered down. Robert Jourdan and John Sullivan

assisted to work the howitzer on the upper deck when the other guns would
not bear. Robert Woods, boatswain's mate, behaved with great courage, and
did not leave his post when struck on the head by a spent ball. These men
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were from the Minnesota. I wish also to mention Quartermaster De Lunn, of

the Mount Washington, who remained with me at the wheel after every one
else had been driven from the deck by the escaping steam and the enemy's
shells*.

Third Assistant Engineer John Healey reported to me that the only men who
remained at their posts in the engine room were William Jackson and James
Lody, both colored.

Lieutenant Gushing, on the Commodore Barney, remained as near the Mount
Washington as the depth of water would permit, and it was owing, in a great

measure, to his well-directed fire, causing the enemy to shift his position, that

the Mount Washington was not entirely destroyed. His vessel was fought in

the most effective manner, and he sent his gig to me to ask if he could do

anything more.

Acting Master F. A. Harris, of this vessel, requested permission to remain with

me, and I was obliged to give him several positive orders before he would cast

off from the Mount Washington. When he came up to tow me off the enemy's
fire was entirely directed at the Stepping Stones, with the hope of disabling

her, and the manner in which he handled his vessel elicited the highest admira-

tion from all who saw it. I cannot speak too highly of his energy, courage,

and skill.

For a list of our casualties, I respectfully refer you to the report of Assistant

Surgeon Samuel J. Jones, of the Minnesota, who did his duty on board both

the Mount Washington and Stepping Stones, and who was sent down by Lieu-

tenant dishing in charge of the killed and wounded, which amounted to more
than one-tenth of the number of men in the three vessels.

The Mount Washington is so completely riddled, in hull and machinery, that

I cannot attempt to give a statement of her damages.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROSWELL H. LAMSON,
Lieutenant TJnited States Navy, Com'g Upper Nansemond Flotilla.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Charles K. Brown.

United States Steamer Cceijr de Lion,

Nansemond River, April 11, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the following particulars of the pas-

sage of this vessel by the rebel battery placed on the point opposite the ob-

structions.

At 6.45 p. m. we got under way, and having made every preparation in the

way of protecting boiler and steam drum, (which I did with chain cables and
hammocks,) we started up the river.

As soon as we came within range the rebels opened upon us with artillery and

sharpshooters, and when opposite the point a shot struck our pilot-house, knock-
ing wheel and all our steering apparatus to atoms, mortally wounding the pilot,

and dashing him completely through the port side of the pilot-house, one-half

of which was carried away by the same shot.

The vessel immediately swung towards the rebel battery, but as a tiller had

been placed alongside the rudder-head, it was instantly shipped, and the quar-

termaster, J. G. Burnett, took the helm, which he kept till we had passed all

danger. A second shot struck us, passing through the bow, about three feet

above the water-line ; it fell into the fore peak, and then exploded, setting fire to
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the ship. Our buckets had been already filled before starting, and the hose

screwed on to the force-pump, so in a few moments the fire was extinguished.

Another shot passed a few inches above the boiler and cut the keel of the gig

entirely off, another shot also hit the after-block of the boat davit, and the

stern of the gig fell into the water.

As we passed we gave the rebels our whole broadside which we had trained

abeam, and fired as soon as we brought them to bear.

The quartermaster, Joseph Crawford, was in the pilot-house at the time it

was knocked to pieces, but fortunately the shot struck a few inches to the port

side of him. The boatswain's mate, William Hornby, exhibited great coolness

in sighting his gun under a galling fire from sharpshooters.

I would mention Mr. William G. Morris, acting ensign and executive officer,

and state that he was most faithful in the discharge of his duties, and to him is

due the credit of coursing the ship after the loss of the pilot, as he gave the or-

ders from forward, the helmsman not being able to see on account of the deck
houses. All the officers behaved with coolness as far as they came within my
notice.

The pilot, William Ayler, colored man, died at 8 p. m., but no others on

board were injured.

We anchored above the battery at 7.45 p. m.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

CHARLES H. BROWN,
Acting Master. Com'g U. S. S. Cceur de Lion.

Lieutenant R. H. Lamson,

Commanding Upper Division Nansemond, Flotilla.

Letters of Brigadier General George W. Getty.

Headquarters 3d Division, 9th Corps, U. S. S. Seepping Stones,
Nansemond River, April 20, 1863.

Admiral: I beg to express my most sincere thanks to Captain Lamsou,
United States navy, his officers and crews, for the gallantry, energy, and ability

displayed by them in the operations of yesterday, resulting in the capture of one
of the enemy's batteries of five guns on the west side of the Nansemond, and a

number of prisoners.

All did their duty most handsomely.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

GEORGE W. GETTY,
Brigadier General United States Volunteers.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

United States Navy, Coin'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Gunboat Stepping Stones,

Sleepy Hole Landing, Nansemond River, April 21, 1863.

^Admiral : I have again to express my obligation to Captain R. H. Lamson, com-
manding gunboats in upper Nansemond, for the admirable disposition of the

gunboats during the withdrawal of the troops, &c, last night, from Hill's Point,

and for the efficient aid rendered by him, his officers and crews, in effecting the

withdrawal which was successfully accomplished, the last man having recrossed
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the river at about 12 o'clock ; all was accomplished without confusion or acci-

dent.

The artillery, trophies, material, &c, have been landed from the Stepping

Stones at this point, and are now on the way to Suffolk.

The prisoners were landed on the right bank of the Nansemond immediately

after the battery was carried, and sent to Suffolk.

I remain, admiral, with high respect, your most obedient servant,

GEORGE W. GETTY,
Brigadier General United States Volunteers.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

U. S. Steam Frigate Minnesota, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Headquarters 3d Division, 9th Corps, in the field,

Nansemond River, April 24, 1863.

Admiral: I deem it proper to state that all the arrangements made by Cap-
tain Lanison, United States navy, commanding gunboats in the upper Nanse-
mond during the operations of the 19th and 20th instant were fully known to and
approved by me.

The conduct of Captain Lamson, his officers and crews, was bold and gallant

in the extreme.

I remain, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE W. GETTY,
Brigadier General Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Flag-Ship Minnesota, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Reports of Fleet Surgeon TV. M. Wood, of casualties.

United States Steamer Minnesota',

Off Neicport News, Virginia, April 21, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed please find reports of casualties which occurred on board the

vessels of this squadron during the engagements in the Nansemond river, from

Assistant Surgeons Spear and Franklin.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. MAXWELL WOOD, Fleet Surgeon.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Stepping Stones.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties which occurred in the upper

Nansemond flotilla, Lieutenant Lamson commanding on the 19th instant. They
occurred while the Alert and the Coeur de Lion were passing a rebel battery

at Hill's Point, near Suffolk, Virginia.

T. J. Hawkins, pilot, struck in the head by a solid shot from a 12-pounder

rifle and killed instantly.

John Jones, landsman, severely wounded in left arm by splinters of boiler

iron scattered by a 12-pound rifle shot; arm since amputated in upper third.

.
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William Ayler, pilot, had his left leg completely amputated at junction with

thigh by a 12-pounder rifle shot; died in thirty minutes afterwards.

These casualties all occurred in the line of duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. S. FRANKLIN,
Assistant Surgeon.

Fleet Surgeon W. Maxwell Wood.

United States Steamer Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, April 21, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the death of John Healey, acting 3d assistant engineer

United States navy, attached to the United States steamer Mount Washington.
He was killed instantly on board the Mount Washington yesterday afternoon

while repairing the machinery of the vessel. His head was caught between the

frame of the engine and the crank while the latter was revolving. It caused a

compound comminated fracture of the cranium; the light clavicle was also

fractured. His death originated in the line of duty.

A certificate of death will be issued in a few days.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN 0. SPEAR,
Assistant Surgeon.

W. Maxwell Wood,
Fleet Surgeon, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

United States Steamer Minnesota,
April 26, 1863.

Sir : The total amount of casualties in the engagements on the Nansemond,
by returns received up to to-day, are: killed, nine; wounded, sixteen.

The official returns from the Commodore Barney have not yet come to hand.

Very respectfully, your obedientservant,

WM. MAXWELL WOOD,
Fleet Surgeon.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Congratulatory Letter to Lieutenant Lamson.

Navy Department, April 4, 1863.

Sir: Your recent important and meritorious services on the Upper Nanse-
mond deserve the special commendation of the department. The ability dis-

played in the discharge of the important and responsible duties which devolved
on the naval force during the late demonstration of the enemy reflected great

credit upon yourself, and the officers and men under your command. Their

zeal and courage in the hazardous position in which they were placed have not

failed to receive the approbation of both the naval and military authorities. Gen-
eral Getty, with whom you were co-operating, has expressed his obligations to you
and your command for gallantry and energy displayed, especially in the capture

of a rebel battery on the Nansemond, and for valuable assistance rendered to

him during his operations in repelling the enemy ; and your immediate command-
ing officer, Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, has reported in terms of admiration of

your discretion and valor.

The department congratulates you on your success, and is proud to see in
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the younger members of the corps such evidence of energy and gallantry, and
execution and ability, scarcely surpassed by those of more age and experience.

Very respectfully, &c,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Lieutenant R. H. Lamson,

United States Navy, Old Point Comfort, Virginia.

EXPEDITION TO WAVE RIVER, AND VICINITY OF GLOUCESTER COURT-HOUSE,
VIRGINIA, TO CO-OPERATE WITH THE ARMY.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., April 14, 1863.

Sir : In my No. 393 of April 9 I informed the department that I had learned

by telegraph that Lieutenant Commander Gillis had returned from a second

expedition, in which a quantity of grain had been captured.

I enclose herewith his report of April 10, detailing the circumstances con-

nected with this expedition, which was a joint operation with the army for the

purpose of breaking up guerilla parties in the vicinity of Ware river and Glou-

cester Court-House, and to forage for the army. It resulted in the capture on

the Ware, East, and North rivers of about two thousand (2,000) bushels of

grain, one hundred (100) head of cattle, and a number of horses, mules, and
sheep. Acting Ensign H. M. Pierce, of the Commodore Morris, had a leg

broken in assisting in the removal of the grain. I have communicated to Gen-
eral Lockwood the information regarding the intention of one Kendall, or Ken-
die, on the Eastern Shore, to run the blockade.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'g North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktown, Va., April 10, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of my movements since my
communication of the 2d instant

:

On the evening of the 5th instant I went on shore, at the request of Major

General Keyes, to concert a movement in the direction of Gloucester Court-

House and the vicinity of Ware river, for the purpose of breaking up any

guerilla parties that might be found, and also to collect grain, cattle, horses,

&c, for the use of the army.

Arrangements were made to start on the following morning, but the storm

that day prevented our moving until the 8th instant, when the land forces, con-

sisting of seven hundred infantry and three hundred cavalry, under command
of Colonel Grenshaw, of the 4th Delaware, started for the scene of operations

by land, while this vessel, with one hundred of the 179th Pennsylvania drafted

militia, accompanied by the Thomas A. Morgan, with a like number of the

same regiment, all under command of Colonel Blair, proceeded by the way of

I
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Mobjack bay and Ware river, to co-operate as far as possible with the land

force, and to cover them should they be driven down to Ware river by a supe-

rior force of the enemy.
Arrangements were also made to communicate at that place, unless our forces

should meet with so much opposition that they would be unable to reach

Gloucester Oourt-House. I proceeded up Ware river as far as I could go with

safety, came to anchor, and waited until half past one p. m., when communica-

tion was had with Colonel Grenshaw, and he informed me that he had reached

Gloucester Court-House without having met any of the enemy, and that he was
on his way back to camp. I then got under way, and proceeded to Mobjack
bay, wheie I anchored for the night. On the following morning, at half past

five, I got under way again, and proceeded up North river as far as the planta-

tion of Mr. Dabney, where the troops were debarked, and at once proceeded to

secure a large quantity of grain, which was brought on board of this vessel,

sufficient being left to support the family and the negroes on the place until

another crop would be ready for their use, say one hundred and fifty bushels of

wheat and fifteen hundred bushels of corn.

A few of the rebel cavalry were seen hovering around, but no demonstration

was made on their part, although I was informed that they had been sent for

the night before—our forces being too strong for them to attempt to cope with.

After having gotten the grain all on board, the troops were re-embarked on
board the Thomas A. Morgan, and we returned to this place ; and yesterday I

turned the grain over to the quartermaster of the army. The amount, as near

as could be estimated, is eight huudred bushels of wheat and twelve hundred
bushels of corn.

It will be held by the quartermaster subject to your directions as to its dis-

position.

There were captured during the expedition, as near as I can learn, about one
hundred head of cattle, some thirty or thirty-five horses and mules, and a large

number of sheep.

I enclose herewith a letter picked up on shore, at the house of a Mrs. Roy,
on East river, Avho, from all accounts, has been very extensively engaged in car-

rying on the contraband trade, her house being used as a depot. It appears

that a man by the name of Kendle intended running the blockade from the

Eastern Shore ; and I would ask if I am authorized to extend my operations

as far as that point.

I regret that I have to inform you of an accident by which Acting Ensign
H. M. Pearce, whom I had sent ashore to assist in directing the removal of the

grain, had one of the bones of his right leg fractured. He was standing near
a horse which became frightened and sprang forward, knocking Mr. Pearce
down, and at the same time slipping and falling upon his leg.

At the request of Mr. Pearce, and the suggestion of the surgeon, I have had
him removed on shore at Yorktown, where he is kindly cared for.

I would respectfully request to be informed what disposition is to be made of

property captured in this way, and whether any prize-money for the crew is to

accrue therefrom.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commanding, and Senior Officer.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North American Blockading Squadron.

7n
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RECONNOISSANCE UP YORK AND PAMUNKEY PJVERS.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Of Newport News, April 19, 18G3.

g IR.#####*#*
Yesterday I received a report from Lieutenant Commander Gillis (a duplicate

of which is herewith enclosed) of a reconnoissance made by him on the 16th
up York river to West Point, and about a half a mile up the Pamunkey. Ma-
jor General Keyes and staff were on board the Commodore Morris. She had.
scarcely entered the Pamunkey when she encountered the fire of a small bat-

tery and of some sharpshooters. Lieutenant Commander Gillis says that he
has heard and believes that General Wise's force is encamped there.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary (>f the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktoitn, Virginia, April 17, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of a reconnoissance which I

made yesterday with this vessel and the Crusader up the York river as far as

West Point, and about a half a mile up the Pamunkey river.

I got under way at eleven o'clock, with General Keyes and part of his staff

on board, and proceeded to within about five miles of West Point, carefully

scrutinizing the shore to see if there was any evidence of batteries having been

erected by the rebels, without discovering any. When about opposite to Ware
creek a schooner was discovered standing down the Pamunkey, and came to

anchor at a place called Taylor's Landing, and as I had seen no signs of any
rebel batteries coming up, and everything around West Point looking as

though no enemy had been in that vicinity, I determined to try and capture or

destroy the schooner ; but soon after I had passed the wharf at West Point,

and when about half a mile above, I was opened upon by a battery of three

guns, directly ahead of us, and just below where the schooner had anchored; at

the same instant the sharpshooters along the shore commenced firing upon us.

I immediately opened upon the battery with my rifled 100-pounder, and

at the same time stopped my vessel and started back, not deeming it prudent or

justifiable to run the risk of having my vessel disabled and any of my crew

killed. I fired nine shots, with what effect I am unable to say ; the enenr

fired about thirty-five shots, about twenty of them being while we were ii

range of their guns, and falling all around us, but, I am happy to be able to

state, without hitting us once, although almost every shot was an excellent line

shot.

The officers and men behaved well and were anxious to continue the fight;

but as we had gained the object of the reconnoissance, and found that the

reports that there was a rebel battery in the vicinity of West Point were true,

and General Keyes being anxious to return, I did not think it advisable to do

so, and therefore continued on down.
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The battery was apparently composed of two Whitworth twenty-pounders

and one smooth-bore, of what calibre I am unable to say; one shot that ex-

pended itself under our bow gave me an excellent opportunity of judging of the

calibre and character of the guns. It was, in all probability, a flying battery,

there being no signs of an earthwork there, and I did not think the result of

driving them away from their position to reappear at some other point war-

ranted the expenditure of the ammunition that it would have required. I re-

ceived information to-day that nearly the whole of the rebel General Wise's
force was encamped there, and as the railroad is supposed to be in working
order to that place, I am inclined to give some credit to the report. I am happy
to state that the few shells I was so fortunate as to land in the rebel camp
near Williamsburg is supposed by the commanding officer at Fort Magruder
to have had the effect of facilitating their retrograde movement.

I have kept both the Western World and Crusader here for the last few days
at the request of General Keyes, but as everything is quiet now, and the enemy
are supposed to have left, I shall send them both on their cruising grounds
to-morrow.

I wished to send the Western World away yesterday, but General Keyes was
anxious to have her remain on account of the long range of her guns, and I

therefore retained her ; but as I do not think there is any necessity for either

her or the Crusader to remain any longer, shall act on my own judgment and
start them off in the morning. Hoping that my operations in this vicinity may
meet with your approval,

I remain, sir, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commander and Senior Officer, off Yorktown.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

NAVAL OPERATIONS IN MORE ELL'S INLET, SOUTH CAROLINA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Netvport News, Virginia, May 6, 1863.

Sir: * * * *. Lieutenant Commander Braine obtained information

from a contraband and elsewhere, that Morrell's inlet, on the coast of South

Carolina, about 25 miles south and east of Little River inlet, had been used un-

interruptedly and extensively since Christmas by schooners and sloops bringing

groceries, clothing, and arms, taking cotton in exchange to Nassau.

I enclose, herewith, a report by Lieutenant Commander Braine, dated April

27, of a boat expedition organized by him from the Monticello and M. Vassar,

under command of Acting Master L. A. Brown, and resulting in the destruction

of one of the vessels in Morrell's inlet, (an English schooner called the Golden

Liner, of Halifax, with a valuable cargo,) and two large storehouses. Two
other schooners in the inlet could not be reached, nor could 2,000 bales of cotton

said to be stored in the woods beyond. * *

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A, B. Squadron..

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, P. C.
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Extractfrom report of Lieutenant Commander D. L. Braine.

United States Steamer Monticello,

Off MorreWs inlet, South Carolina, April 27, 1863.

Sir: I organized an expedition composed of three boats from this vessel, and
two from the United States schooner Matthew Vassar, all under the command of

Acting Master L. A. Brown, of this vessel.

Alter an early reconnoissance this morning at daylight at Morrell's inlet,

South Carolina, it was found the approach was too circuitous to reach the

schooners except after a very long pull, and most of that way close to heavy
wooded land, where they would be subject to ambuscade. I accordingly directed

them to land on the beach abreast the ship, which they did, crossing the narrow
sandpit and wading the marsh.

They boarded and destroyed the English schooner Golden Liner, of Halifax,,

loaded with a valuable cargo of flour, brandy, sugar, and coffee. She had just

arrived. The other two schooners and one sloop it was impracticable to get at,

owing to the mud and marsh, which I regret, as I learned from a contraband I

got off that there are upwards of 2,000 bales of cotton stored in the woods
beyond. The contraband also stated that there are 200 men, infantry and cavalry,

stationed here, and I dispersed a few cavalry previous to the landing of the boats.

This being the case it was not prudent with the force we had (forty- seven men
and five officers) to attempt to destroy the cotton. I consequently recalled

the boats. The result of the expedition is a valuable schooner burned, and two
large houses, which were probably used for storehouses.

I regret to have to state that Acting Ensign Isaac Francis, of the Matthew
Vassar, was wounded by the accidental discharge of his own revolver; also,

that a man named John Cahill, of the same vessel, is missing. * * *

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. BRAINE, Lieutenant Commander.

Captain Charles S. Boggs,
Co?nd'g U. S. S. Sacramento, Senior Officer, off Wilmington, N. C.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee's report offurther operations.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, May 9, 1863.

Sir: Reports from May 3d to May 6th from the Wilmington blockade have
the following information

:

Commander Scott, under date of May 3d, reports the result of an expedition

with the Maratanza and Chocura against the vessels and rebel depot in Mor-
rell's inlet, South Carolina. At 6 a. m. of the 3d these two vessels opened fire

upon four schooners lying at anchor in the inlet, several shell taking effect,

causing more or less injury to the vessels. No enemy being in sight, Com-
mander Scott sent in a boat to reconnoitre, in charge of Acting Ensign J. C.

Gibney. Soon after landing a heavy fire of musketry was opened on the boat's

crew from a concealed force of rebels, killing B. Head, landsman, and wounding
Charles Clancey, landsman. The fire was returned with effect from the ship,

under cover of which the men regained the boat.
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Commander Scott is now convinced of the impracticability of destroying

these vessels with boats. I enclose the surgeon's report. * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Casualties.

United States Steamer Maratanza,
Off' MorreWs Inlet, S. C, May 3, 1863.

Sir: I would most respectfully report the following casualties of the boat's

crew of this vessel, landing at Morrell's inlet, South Carolina, May 3, 1863:

Killed.—Benjamin Head, landsman.

Wounded.—Charles Clancey, landsman, severe flesh wound of both thighs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. CORBIN,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Gustavus H. Scott,
Commander, Commanding United States Steamer Maratanza.

INVESTMENT OF WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA.

No. 569.] United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., May 26, 1863.

Sir: My No. 370, of April 3; 3S3, of April 7; 388, of April 9; 397, of

April 11, [confidential;] 399, of April 12; 402, of April 12; 429, of April 18;

and 453, of April 2.3, contained information, as it was received by me from
time to time, regarding the operation of the gunboats in the recent demonstra-

tions of the enemy against Washington, North Carolina, on the Pamlico river.

I beg leave to present herewith the official reports from commanding officers

engaged in those operations, as follows

:

A. Commander H. K,. Davenport, commanding United States steamer Hetzel,

dated April 28.

B. Commander R. T. Renshaw, commanding United States steamer Louisi-

ana, dated April 18 and April 27.

C. Lieutenant Commander W. P. McCann, commanding United States

steamer Hunchback, dated April 18.

D. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Macdearmid, commanding United States

steamer Ceres, dated April 18.

E. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant G. W. Graves, commanding United States

steamer Lockwood.
F. Acting Master Wm. G. Saltonstall, commanding United States steamer

Commodore Hull, dated April 20.

G. Acting Master E. Boomer, commanding United States sloop Granite,

dated April 27.

It appears from the official reports that the investment of Washington, North
Carolina, by the enemy, lasted (18) eighteen days. He appeared before our

intrenchments on the 30th of March, and retired on the 15th of April.
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The Louisiana and Commodore Hull were at the time stationed at Washington,
and on the appearance of the enemy opened fire on him. On the morning of

the 31st of March, the rebels reoccupied their old works about seven (7) miles

below the town, to cut off the water communications.

At 5.45 a. m. of April 1st, the enemy, from Rodman's Point, about a mile and
three-quarters below the town, on the right bank of the river and from a corn-

field a short distance above, opened fire on the Commodore Hull, which had been
stationed there to prevent the occupation of the point, if possible, by the enemy.
The fire was returned with spirit from the gunboats. After a strong action of

an hour and a half, in endeavoring to change her position the Commodore Hull
grounded, and so remained till 8 p. m., exposed to a continued and accurate fire,

which she gallantly returned till her ammunition was exhausted.

Fortunately, though much cut up, the Commodore Hull received no vital

injury.

Meanwhile the Ceres, Lockwood, and sloop Granite, and subsequently the

Hunchback, were despatched from Newbern, by Commander Davenport, to the

relief of the besieged force at Washington, but were stopped below Hill's Point

by the re-establishment of the enemy's batteries there, and by his removal of

the buoys at the old obstruction.

During the siege, however, hazardous communications were opened by boats

between the vessels below and the vessels above the enemy's batteries, thus

conveying ammunition and despatches.

On the 3d of April, the flotilla below Hill's Point was reinforced by the

Southfield, Whitehead, and Seymour, from Plymouth.
The Louisiana, Commodore Hull, and an armed transport called the Eagle,

under charge of Second Assistant Engineer Lay and Paymaster W. W. Wil-
liams, of the Louisiana, as volunteers, were almost constantly engaged with
the enemy's batteries opposite Washington, till the morning of the fourth, when
the Ceres, under command of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid, made
a gallant dash by the batteries with a supply of ammunition, and joined the

besieged force at Washington.
On the 6th a small naval battery of two (2) light guns was established on

shore commanding the channel from above, to repel any attempt on the part of

the enemy to attack the gunboats from that quarter by water.

On the 7th instant 112, on the 8th instant 107, and on the 9th 55 shot and
shell were fired by the enemy on the gunboats and town, without inflicting

serious damage.
At midnight after the 10th, when the firing had been particularly severe,

Acting Ensign DaCamera, of the Commodore Hull, arrived from the lower fleet

with a schooner loaded with naval ammunition.
On the 12th the gunboats silenced and destroyed by their fire a battery

which the enemy had erected with sand bags and cotton bales abreast the town,
and which for several days previous had maintained an active and dangerous
fire on the gunboats.

On the 13th the rebel boats, filled with infantry as pickets on the river be-

tween the forts, were driven ashoreby Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid,
with a howitzer on a small schooner. On the same night the army transport

steamer Escort gallantly ran the blockade with reinforcements for Washington,
having safely passed Hill's Point under cover of the gunboats below.

On the 14th and 15th, the frequent and heavy fire from the enemy's batteries

was occasionally returned by the gunboats.

Meanwhile the gunboats below Hill's Point held themselves in readiness

under command of Lieutenant Commander McCann, of the Hunchback, to co-

operate with the troops, who were there in transports, either to cover their

attempts to run the batteries- to reinforce the garrison at Washington, or to land

and capture the Hill's Point works j neither of which operations were attempted.



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 103

This battery, which I hear is a strong natural bank of earthwork, perforated

with embrasures, was engaged six times by the gunboats without apparent effect.

In view of the necessity of their presence below Hill's Point, to co-operate

with the proposed movements of the troops afloat, and with those of the troops

which started overland from Newbern, with the ultimate purpose of reducing

this battery, it was not considered expedient to run the blockade of the river

with these gunboats.

On the morning of the 15th, the steamer Escort returned with Major General
Foster on board, passing the Hill's Point battery under cover of our fire. Blount's

creek was watched by the gunboats, and the rebel earthworks there were shelled

on the 15th, causing the enemy to withdraw his guns.

The next day the enemy suddenly disappeared from his intrenchments before

Washington, and from his works on the river, and the siege was raised.

I am proud to be able to assure the department that the credit of the navy
has been well sustained in these operations, by both officers and men.
Commander Renshaw, at Washington, and Lieutenant Commander McCann,

below in the river, conducted affairs with prudence and judgment ; the former, in

his position of severe trial, exhibited energy and resource, meeting the various

emergencies of the siege with promptness and decision.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid strengthened the confidence of his

superior officers in his well known zeal, by repeated acts of enterprise This
gallant officer I commend to the especial notice of the department. I hope soon
to be enabled to give him a better command.
The department has promptly and generously recognized by promotion the

steady and faithful gallantry with which Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Salston-

stall fought his disabled vessel for near an entire day against heavy odds, and
his good conduct during the progress of the siege. I will be glad to have him
in command of an efficient light draught on the outside blockade, where I think
he would render good service.

Acting Volunteer Lieutentant Graves and Acting Master Wells, since pro-

moted for gallantry, are both commended for their activity and efficient services.

In conveying ammunition, supplies, and despatches, in boats under the rebel

fire. Acting Ensign Da Camara, of the Commodore Hull, Acting Master's Mate
McKeever, of the Louisiana, and Acting Master's Mates A. H. Hicks and Ed-
ward S. Austin, of the Lockwood, displayed excellent spirit.

Acting Master Francis Josselyn, Acting Ensigns J. O. Johnson and J. B.
Da Camara, and Acting Master's Mate A. E. Haradon, of the Commodore Hull,

Acting Master's Mate Henry W. Wells, Acting Second Assistant Engineer H.
Kafferty, Acting Third Assistant^Engineer John E. Harper, and Paymaster's
Steward John C. Cross, of the Ceres, are recommended to especial notice for

their good conduct and bravery in battle.

I cordially unite with their several commanding officers in recommending
Acting Ensigns J. B. Da Camara and J. 0. Johnson, of the Commodore Hull,
Acting Master's Mates H. W. Wells, of the Ceres, and A. H. Hicks, of the
Lockwood, for promotion.

The accompanying reports represent the casualties, as follows

:

Acting Third Assistant Engineer Thomas Mallahan, of the Ceres, killed; one
man of the Ceres mortally wounded, and three men of the Commodore Hull
slightly wounded.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washi gton, D. C.
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A.

Report of Commander H. K. Davenport.

United States Steamer Hetzel,
Newbern, North Carolina, April 27, 1863.

Admiral: In answer to your letter of the 24th instant, calling for my official

report of the recent affair at Washington, I have the honor to state that, upon
the first information of the attack, I despatched the Lockwood, Ceres, Granite,

and Hunchback to their relief, the latter taking an ordnance schooner in tow.

I also directed Lieutenant Commanding Flusper to send all the boats he could

spare from Albemarle sound to Washington, keeping in view your instructions

with regard to weakening Newbern and Plymouth. I directed Lieutenant Com-
manding McCann to exercise his sound discretion and judgment, and to co-oper-

ate with the army in such movements as should be decided upon by the com-
manding general.

From the official reports of Commander Renshaw, Acting Volunteer Lieuten-

ant Macdearmid, and Acting Master Saltonstall, which I have already forwarded,

you will perceive that they behaved in a most gallant manner, and most re-

spectfully commend these officers, and all under their command, to your most
favorable consideration ; and I trust that Lieutenant Macdearmid, for his zeal

and bravery in running the blockade, will obtain a better command.
These reports will also give you a statement of the damages sustained by the

several vessels, and a list of the casualties.

Lieutenant Commanding McCann informs me that Acting Master Wells, of the

steamer Seymour, was particularly zealous and energetic in the performance of

his duty, and in making the vessel under his command useful.

The pilots stated their inability to take any of the vessels up by the barricade

in the absence of the buoys.

I refer you to Lieutenant Commanding McCann's report of the 18th for an

account of the operations of the gunboats below Hill's Point, from the 5th in-

stant until the siege was raised.

On the morning of the 16th the Whitehead arrived at Newbern from Wash-
ington with the information that the siege of that place was abandoned. After

becoming fully convinced that the enemy had retreated, I ordered the several

vessels at Washington to resume their original stations.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander, Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

B.

Report of Commander R. T. Renshaw.

United States Steamer Louisiana,

Off Washington, North Carolina, April 18, 1863.

SlK: 1 most respectfully submit to you a report of the eighteen days' invest*

ment of this place by the rebels. They appeared before our intrenchments about

8 p. m. 30th March. The fort, gunboats Louisiana and Commodore Hull

opened fire on them, and continued nearly an hour. When informed from shore

the enemy disappeared, ceased firing.
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A small infantry force we bad sent to Rodman's farm were driven off the same

night. On the 31st March I directed the Commodore Hull to guard that point

and prevent a battery being erected, having understood one had opened fire at

Hill's Point, seven miles below, which prevented reinforcements coming through

that were to follow General Foster; also manned a small schooner, giving charge to

Mr. Gilbert, a citizen, who is an apt hand in such matters, to communicate with

vessels below, requesting ammunition to be sent me without delay; he performed

this duty thoroughly. At daybreak, 1st April, two batteries opened fire on the

gunboats and town—one at Rodman's, about one mile and three-quarters distant

below, consisting of two Whitworth and one Parrott rifled guns ; the other,

one 32-pounder, some distance above Rodmans. The wind blowing very fresh

from the northward and westward, leaving but little water in the river, the

Louisiana could scarcely be sprung to bring her broadside to bear on the upper

battery, but the enemy's fire was returned briskly by all the boats. Between 8

and 9 o'clock a. m. the Commodore Hull was compelled to change her position,

but grounded after moving a short distance. Our ammunition becoming limited,

and, as I thought, only sufficient to defend an assault on the town, which was
threatened, I ordered the boats to fire an occasional shot and keep the men well

secured. Second Assistant Engineer John L. Lay and Assistant Paymaster W.
W. Williams volunteering to take charge of the guns on board transport Eagle,

I directed them to do so; they have done good service, and acted to my entire

satisfaction. At 4 p. m. Acting Master's Mate McKeever, of the Louisiana, run
the blockade in a small sail-boat for ammunition ; the enemy's batteries firing

twenty shot at him, but without effect. About sundown firing ceased on both

sides. I then sent word to Acting Master W. G. Saltonstall when he could get

afloat to put his vessel in the best position to defend the town, and as much out

of range of the enemy's batteries as possible, he having been perfectly riddled,

the light works only having suffered. Three of her men were slightly injured by
the dismounting of one of her howitzers; sent carpenter Mills, of the Louisiana,

to repair the carriage as soon as possible.

At midnight the Commodore Hull took position abreast the town. Mr. Mc-
Keever returned and informed me that ammunition would be sent. The 2d in-

stant, one hundred and twenty-one shot and shell of various calibre and de-

scription were fired at the gunboats and town by the enemy, without doing any
material damage. After consulting with General Foster, I ordered that no notice

should be taken by returning their fire. The enemy were briskly engaged du-

ring the latter part of the day erecting batteries opposite our intrenchments.

On the 3d instant, together with the two batteries that had been playing on
us, a third one opened directly abreast of us, containing a rifled 12-pounder, dis-

tant about 600 yards ; they succeeded in firing five shots, when it was silenced,

our shells completely demolishing the work. The other two batteries fired

ninety-eight shot and shell during the day. Our gunboats below showed them-
selves off Hill's Point, but soon dropped behind Swan's Point.

On the 4th instant, at 7.30 a. m., the United States steamer Ceres, Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid, commanding, arrived, having run the block-
ade. He was fired on at Hill's Point, but not from Rodman's, or the batteries

above. This act of his received universal admiration. He had ammunition for us.

At 12.30 p. m., Rodman's battery being reported abandoned, the Ceres, with
three companies of infantry on board, started to occupy that place, with orders

to return if the battery had not been removed. When well towards her destina-

tion, two guns opened fire. She turned to come back, but the river being so low,

she grounded. I immediately sent all boats to her assistance. Neither the Loui-
siana, Commodore Hull, nor Eagle could have got near her on account of low
water. Fortunately, no damage was done, excepting two men who were wounded
by the enemy's shrapnel. While the Ceres was aground she did good work
with her guns, From want of ammunition, or being deceived by her appearance,
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the enemy ceased firing, and all the troops, fortunately, were safely landed. I

directed a scow to be sent to lighten the Ceres, which was promptly accom-
plished, and the little steamer resumed her place opposite the town at midnight.

Sunday, 5th instant, no firing from either side; the usual duties of naval

vessels were performed.

Sixth instant, an occasional shot from 32-pounder in upper rebel battery ; the

enemy busy at Rodman's building a raft and clearing the woods. About 4 p. m.
an explosion at that point, followed by the burning' of a large building. At 8

p. m. started a dummy down the river ; the wind being light and the tide slack,

it did not arrive off Rodman's till nearly lip. m., when they opened fire from
their battery upon it ; also volleys of musketry.

Seventh instant, having been informed that the enemy were fitting a steamer

and two flats to come down the river, also that they were well protected by
cotton bales, I conferred with General Foster, and determined to build a naval

battery in a position that commanded the channel above. At 10 p. m. a 30-

pounder Parrott gun from the Ceres, and a 12-pounder rifled howitzer from the

Louisiana, were in battery ready for action. The river was well protected two
miles above by our torpedoes. One hundred and twelve shot and shell were
fired from the enemy's batteries during the day at the gunboats and town, with-

out material injury ; none were replied to except one in the swamp, which was
immediately silenced.

Eighth instant, 107 shot and shell were fired at the gunboats without damage,
excepting one of the Commodore Hull's paddle-wheels being struck, and a shell

exploding aboard, doing no damage.
Ninth instant, nothing of importance occurred. The enemy fired fifty-five

shot and shell at us, of which no notice was taken.

Tenth instant, at 8 a. m., four rebel batteries opened fire on our fort and in-

trenchments, which was promptly answered by the fort and blockhouses ; the

firing continued nearly an hour without intermission. Occasional firing from
Rodman's and the battery above at the gunboats and town. At midnight

Acting Master Josselyn and Acting Ensign Da Camara, of the Commodore
Hull, arrived from the lower fleet, bringing a schooner laden with naval am-
munition.

Eleventh instant, the firing at Rodman's was devoted mostly to our earth-

works below the town ; five rebel batteries also opened fire on our fort and in-

trenchments, which continued an hour.

Twelfth instant, finding that the enemy had repaired their fort in the swamp
abreast of us with sand bags and cotton bales, I directed the gunboats to fire on
it, at the same time ordering small pieces of port fire to be put in the shells,

which had the desired effect of setting fire to the cotton. The enemy, under the

galling fire of the gunboats, endeavored to extinguish the flames, but their efforts

proved unsuccessful. They then placed a red flag with a dark cross directly in

an embrasure and left it ; when we ceased firing there was but little vestige of

fort or flag left. One hundred and four shot were fired during the day at the

gunboats and town ; the latter suffered slightly.

Thirteenth instant, our batteries on shore fired a few shots, but no response

from the enemy. Rodman's and the battery containing the 32-pounder, above,

fired 120 shots at the gunboats and town ; the Eagle was struck twice, pro-

ducing but little injury. At 5 p. m. a 30-pounder rifle gun opened fire on the

Louisiana, one-half mile distant on the Newbern road, doing no damage except

cutting some of the light rigging and blocks away, the shots mostly passing

over and taking effect in the town ; this gun Avas silenced in fifteen minutes by
the Louisiana. During the night I directed the mast-heads to be decorated

with bushes to correspond with the woods, the enemy having range of us from

both sides. Having understood that the rebel infantry were in the habit of

keeping guard on the river below to prevent our small boats coming through, I
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ordered Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid to take any small schooner

he could find, mount a howitzer, and drive the rebel pickets from the water.

About 10 p. m. he encountered the rebel boats filled with infantry. After ex-

changing a few shots they were compelled to retire, since which time they have

not ventured on the river to prevent our small boats from passing up and down.

At 11.25 p. m. transport steamer Escort gallantly ran the blockade with re-

inforcements for our army.

Fourteenth instant, the enemy attempted to raise again their flag on the

swamp battery ; a few well directed shell from the Commodore Hull tore it to

pieces. At meridian enemy opened fire with six batteries on the fort and in-

trenchments, which was replied to by our forces.

Fifteenth instant, same rebel batteries opened fire on our fort and intrench-

ments ; continued forty-five minutes. The firing from Hodman's and the bat-

tery above took place at intervals during the day ; after sundown the firing

became more rapid, and continued until nearly 10 o'clock p. m.

Sixteenth instant, deserters came in and informed us the enemy were leaving.

Discovering that the guns had been removed from Rodman's Point, 1 ordered

the Commodore Hull, Ceres, and Eagle to shell the point well before landing

our troops. Acting Third Assistant Engineer Thomas Mallahan, of the Ceres,

while attempting to land in one of her boats, was killed by a musket ball.

The gunboats below telegraphed that guns on Hill's Point had been removed,

and wished to know if they should come up. I answered in the affirmative, and
afterwards ordered them not to pass Rodman's; to thoroughly shell the woods,

as we wished to land troops and occupy the place. Between 4 and 5 o'clock

p. m. the troops were landed in company with the howitzer and crew of the

Louisiana, in charge of Acting Master's Mate Mr. McKeever ; after which I di-

rected the lower fleet to return to their respective stations. With regard to their

movements while lying below Hill's Point I know nothing ; they had no orders

to report to me. Lieutenant Commanding McCann, of the Hunchback, kindly
forwarded ammunition, for which I have thanked him. I forgot to mention on
the 14th instant the srfeamer Escort, with General Foster on board, ran the

blockade under a galling fire from six guns on Rodman's battery. Concluding
this report, I would state that the best feeling and most cheerful co-operation of

the two arms of defence at Washington, North Carolina, made us very for-

midable.

I earnestly wish that Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid may have a
better command.

Acting Master Saltonstall, of the Commodore Hull, has acquitted himself in

a gallant and officer-like manner.
I also wish to bring before your notice Acting Master's Mates H. W. Wells,

of the Ceres, and E. McKeever, of the Louisiana, for untiring assistance. Acting
Master Wm. F. Pratt, of the steamer Southfield, was also of assistance to me.
To all the officers and men under my command, for their untiling zeal, unceas-
ing energy, and determined bravery displayed during the siege, and opposed to

an enemy superior in numbers, I return my sincere and heartfelt thanks.

Ammunition expended.—105 8-inch shells, fuses cut for every second up to

20 ; 301 32-pounder shells, fuses cut from one second up to 20; 50 solid shot,

and 25 12-pounder shells.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. T. RENSHAW,
Commander, United Hates Navy.

Commander H. K. Davenport,
Senior Officer, Sounds, North Carolina.
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United States Steamer Louisiana,

Off Washington, N. C, April 27, 1863.

Sir : I have respectfully to inform you that since my report was made of the

late siege of this place, I have discovered that the enemy burst four of their

guns at Hodman's Point—two Whitworth and two Parrott rifled, the two latter

marked Tredegar Works, Richmond. Some of the pieces have been found in

an old well at the above-named point.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. T. RENSHAW,
Commander, United States Navy.

Commander PI. K. Davenport,
United btates Navy, Senior Officer, Sounds, N. C.

C.

Report of Lieutenant Commanding W. P. McCann.

United States Steamer Hunchback,

Off Newbern, N. C, April 18, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of the movements of this ves-

sel since the 4th instant:

Early on the morning of the 4th instant I proceeded to the Pamlico river

with the ordnance schooner Carstairs in tow, but in consequence of a gale in the

sounds did not reach the squadron of gunboats and transports, at anchor below
Hill's Point, until 3 p. m. on the 5th.

Having anchored about 3,000 yards from the point, we observed the rebels

at work upon the battery, and commenced shelling them with 100-pounder rifle

and 9-inch guns, the other boats joining in, while the enemy returned a delib-

erate fire from a Whitworth rifle, thence other guns, two Napoleons and a 20-

pounder rifle remaining silent.

I consulted Generals Prince and Spinola, and ascertained that they had aban-

doned the intention of landing troops from the transports to co-operate with the

gunboats in occupying this point, but had determined to run the batteries

with the steamers Phoenix and Allison, each with a schooner in tow crowded
with troops. The pilots were doubtful of finding the channel, and four hours

after the time agreed upon for us to cover the passage of these vessels through

the blockade not a vessel was in motion, and this plan was ultimately given

over.

The pilots still hesitate about getting us through the spilings without the

buoys being down, and they had been removed.
If there had been no other objections to running the gunboats past the bat-

teries at Hill's and Swan's Points than our inability to silence them, I could

not see the advantage gained in placing them between the batteries at Hill's

and Rodman's Points; but by remaining near Blount's creek until the army
was ready to occupy these points we could have had the use of all the boats to

cover the land forces in crossing the creek, and to fight the batteries above.

Your orders of the 9th instant, to be on the lookout for General Spinola's ex-

pedition, marching overland from Newbern to drive the enemy across Blount's

creek for the purpose of afterwards capturing Hill's Point battery, was another

reason for not running the blockade.

We engaged the Hill's Point battery three times without silencing it, and on

consultation with the commanding officers it was deemed improper to attempt to
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run the gunboats through towards Rodman's until a demonstration was made

by the army. I trust my action in this instance has met your approval, as

well as Commander Renshaw's.

On the 7th instant, at 3 p. m., we again attacked Hill's Point battery, which

returned our lire as before.

In accordance with your order we have furnished every facility for the sup-

plying of ammunition and provisions at Washington. We have done all in our

power to execute the plan of the general.

On the 11th instant General Palmer arrived in the Escort, with the intention

of running her past the batteries with reinforcements and ammunition for Wash-
ington. On the morning of the 12th instant the general had determined to run

her through by daylight. At 5 o'clock we engaged the battery, while the Es-

cort was lying by, all ready to start up should we succeed in silencing the

enemy's guns. They returned a steady fire from a rifle gun for thirty-five min-

utes, when the general concurred with me, that it was not prudent to endeavor

to run her up at daylight. The attempt was made at night, but a dense fog

again prevented a further movement. However, at 9 o'clock p. in., on the 3d in-

stant, the Escort ran past Hill's Point in safety under cover of the gunboats.

At 10 o'clock heard heavy firing from Hill's Point and Swan's Point bat-

teries. I went up in the Whitehead near the obstructions, but seeing no vessels

on the blockade, returned to the anchorage. Soon after Mr. McKeever came on

board in a cutter, and informed me that Captain Macdearmid was under the bat-

tery in a schooner becalmed. I sent the Whitehead up and brought her down.
At daylight on the 15th instant I discovered the Escort coming down, and

ordered the gunboats to move up and engage the battery while she passed. A
heavy fire was opened upon her from the upper guns upon the bluff, but there

was no reply to our firing.

General Foster desired me to observe the movements of the enemy near

Blount's creek. I sent the Valley City in to shell the earthworks there, when
the enemy opened upon her with a rifle gun and light field-piece. The Hunch-
back, Southfield, and Whitehead opened upon them, when the enemy withdrew
his guns.

On the morning of the 16th the steamer Eagle, of the upper squadron, was seen

firing at Rodney's Point, and there being no reply, I sent the signal officer on
board the Southfield to open communication with Washington. It was soon re-

ported that the enemy was retiring from the siege. I then steamed up near
Hill's Point, but found it deserted. Commander Renshaw signalized us to go
up to Washington, as the enemy, except infantry, at Rodman's farm, had re-

treated. At 3 p. m. we anchored off Rodman's Point, followed by the South-
field, Whitehead, and Seymour, and shelled the woods and earthworks there.

I communicated with Commander Renshaw—stated my reasons for not run-

ning the batteries on my arrival below. He replied that what I had done was
satisfactory, and ordered me to return in accordance with your orders to New-
bern.

I arrived here with the vessel, and the Seymour in tow, at 6 o'clock this

morning.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. P. McCANN,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Commander H. K. Davenport,
United States Navy, Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of N. C.
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D.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Macdearmid.

United States Steamer Ceres,

Off Rod?nan's Point, Pamlico river, April 18, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to orders received from Commander H. K. Davenport, I

left Newbern about lip. m., on the evening of the 1st instant, to report to the

senior officer at Washington, N. C. Arrived in the Pamlico river about 4 p. m. on
the 2d instant ; conferred with Brigadier General Prince, commanding the mili-

tary forces on board the transports beloAv Hill's Point, and Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant George Graves, commanding United States steamer Lockwood. At
the request of General Prince I fired nine (9) rounds from the forward

30-pounder Parrott gun at the battery on Hill's Point. The enemy did not

reply. At 8 p. m. despatched three boats with thirty-two pounder ammunition
for the garrison at Washington. They returned at 4.30 a. m., 3d instant, with

a bearer of despatch for the army, and a communication from you to myself.

The pilot of the Louisiana accompanied them, with a request from you that I

should lay the buoys in the channel, if possible, that night, the enemy having

removed the buoys a few evenings previous. About 2.30 p. m. United States

steamers Southfield, Whitehead, and Seymour arrived. At 3.15 p. m., in obe-

dience to orders received from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. F. H. Behm,
got under way, in company with United States steamers Southfield, White-
head, and Lockwood, to attack the battery on Hill's Point. Proceeded within

easy range of the battery and commenced firing. 4 p. m., in obedience to signal

from the Southfield, ceased firing. At 8.30 p. m. took five (5) boats in tow, loaded

with ammunition, and towed them as far as the obstructions in the river. The
boats proceeded towards Washington. After which, in company with Acting

Master F. S. Wells, commanding United States steamer Seymour, and the pilot

of the Louisiana, placed the buoys in the channel where the obstructions had
been removed. At midnight went alongside transport steamer Thomas Collyer,

and took on board as much ammunition as I could carry without seriously re-

ducing the speed of the vessel. At 3 a. m. 4th instant, started to pass the battery

on Hill's Point. At 3.30 a. m., when abreast of the battery, the enemy opened a

heavy fire on us, but fortunately without effect. At 4 a. m. came to anchor two

(2) miles below the battery on Rodman's Point, as the pilot was not willing to

pass the battery in the night, owing to the intricate channel between Rodman's
Point and Washington. Despatched the cutter, in command of the executive

officer, to inform you that the Ceres was below Rodman's Point, and to request

that you would open fire on the battery while we were passing it. At 6 a. m. got

under way, and proceeded towards Washington ; opened fire on the battery

as soon as the guns would bear on it
;
passed it without receiving a shot from

the enemy. At 7 a. m. arrived alongside United States steamer Louisiana and
reported to you ; delivered ammunition to the gunboats and garrison. At 12.30

p. m. went alongside the wharf at Washington, and took on board a detachment

of troops for the purpose of occupying Rodman's Point. At 1 p. in. got under

way and proceeded towards the point. When about twelve hundred yards

off the point the enemy opened fire with two guns upon us. While endeavor-

ing to turn around in the channel, the vessel, owing to the narrowness of the

channel and the lowness of the tide, unfortunately grounded. Returned fire

from the after Parrott 30-pounder ; owing to the crowded state of the Vessel

with troops, could not fire as rapidly as we could have done had the decks been

clear. Small boats fromWashington came promptly to our assistance ; transported

the troops to the Washington side as rapidly as possible. After landing the

troops, opened fire upon the battery with both rifled guns and 24-pounder Dahl-
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grcn howitzer. At 4 p. m. a shell from the forward 30-pounder Parrott gun,

fired by Acting Master's Mate H. W. Wells, dismounted one of the enemy's guns.

They immediately ceased firing and drew their other gun out of battery to an-

other embrasure. At 8 p. m. a scow came down to our assistance ; discharged

everything on board, with the exception of ammunition and guns, that would

have a tendency to lighten the vessel. At 11 p. m. vessel floated; proceeded

towards Washington
;

grounded again, but succeeded in working off, and ar-

rived at Washington at 2 a. in., .5th instant.

April 6.—No firing.

April 7.—Dismounted the after Parrott 30-pounder gun and mounted it in a

battery on shore, to command the approaches from Pactolas ; detailed a gun's

crew, under command of Acting Master's Mate H. W Wells and Acting Third

Assistant Engineer John S Harper, to fight it.

April 8.—At 8.30 a.m. enemy opened fire from Rodman's Point—a 32-pounder

abreast of the fleet, and a gun in the swamp. Gunboats succeeded in silencing

the swamp's battery, it only firing twice.

April 9.—At 11a. m. enemy opened fire from Rodman's and the 32-pounder.

None of their shots struck this vessel.

April 10.—At 9 a.m. enemy's batteries opened on the port outside the town;
the battery at Rodman's firing occasionally at the fleet ; during the afternoon

enemy keeping up a continuous fire from Rodman's Point and the 32-pounder.

April 11.—During the afternoon enemy firing from Rodman's Point and the

32-pounder.

April 12.—Fired three rifled shot at the battery in the swamp.
April 13.—Battery on Rodman's Point opened fire on the fleet. At 3.30 p. m.

enemy opened fire with a rifled 30-pounder gun, apparently from the cross-

roads ; returned fire
;
presume that the gunboats silenced it, as they ceased

firing immediately after we had opened fire on it.

April 14.—Occasional firing from Rodman's Point and the 32-pounder gun.

April 15.—Enemy opened a heavy fire upon the gunboats from Rodman's
Point and the 32-pounder, doing very little damage.

April 16.—At 9 a. m. received information that the enemy had raised the siege.

In obedience to your order, got under way and proceeded towards Rod-
man's Point ; anchored about four hundred yards from the batteries ; sent a boat,

undercommand of Acting Master's Mate Harry A. Hudson, to reconnoitre. When
about one hundred yards from the vessel, four companies of sharpshooters

opened a fire of musketry, killing instantly Thomas Mallahan, acting third

assistant engineer. Opened fire on the enemy immediately with shell and
shrapnel. This fire was kept up for about twenty minutes, when the enemy
beat a hasty retreat

;
proceeded towards Washington and took on board a de-

tachment of the 5th Rhode Island volunteers ; from thence proceeded to Rod-
man's Point and landed them.

April 17.—Took on board the after 30-pounder Parrott gun and mounted it.

At 5 p. m. took on board two (2) buoys
;
got under way and laid them in the

channel between Rodman's Point and Washington ; anchored off Rodman's
Point in a position to command the approaches to it.

1 beg to call your particular attention to the gallant conduct and cool

bravery displayed by Acting Master's Mate Henry W. Wells. No command-
ing officer could have been better supported than I was by him. I hope the

department will make him an acting ensign. My thanks are due to Acting
Second Assistant Engineer Hugh Rafferty, Acting Third Assistant Engineer
John S. Harper, and Paymaster's Steward John 0. Cross, for the faithful per-

formance of their duty under very trying circumstances. The crew have re-

ceived my thanks. I have to report the following casualties :

John M. Smith, seaman, mortally wounded April 4 ; since dead
Thomas Mallahan, acting third assistant engineer, killed April 16.
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The damage done to the vessel is trifling. Subjoined is a list of ammunition

expended.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN MACDEARMID,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding U. S. Steamer Ceres.

Commander R. T. Renshaw,
Senior Naval Officer, Washington, N. C.

United States Steamer Ceres,
April 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of ammunition ex-

pended during the siege of Washington, North Carolina

:

30-POUNDER PARROTT GUN.

April 2, 1863.—Nine (9) 30-pound Parrott shells.

April 3, 1863.—Nine (9) 30-pound Parrott shells.

April 4, 1863.—Fifty (50) 30-pound shrapnel shells.

April 4, 1863.—Forty-six (46) 30-pound shells.

April 7, 1863.—Three (3) 30-pound shells.

April 12, 1863.—Two (2) 30-pound shells.

April 13, 1863.—Three (3) 30-pound shells.

April 15, 1863.—Two (2) 30-pound shells.

April 16, 1863.—-Twenty-three (23) 30-pound shells.

24-POUNDER HOWITZERS, FIXED AMMUNITION.

April 4.—Twenty-one (21) shells.

April 4.—Twenty-four (24) shrapnel.

April 7.—One (1) shrapnel.

April 13.—Five (5) shrapnel.

April 16.—Fifteen (15) shrapnel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN MACDEARMID,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding V. S. Steamer Ceres.

Commander R. T. Renshaw,
Senior Naval Officer, Washington, D. C.

E.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Graves.

United States Steamer Lockwood,
Off Newbcrn, North Carolina, Aj)ril 7, 1863.

SlR : In obedience to your order, I proceeded, on the afternoon of the 31st

ultimo, to Washington, North Carolina, with despatches. About 4 o'clock on the

morning of the 1st instant, passed the army steamers John Faron and Emilee,

with two schooners. At 9 a. m., same day, I arrived at the obstructions in

Pamplico river, about 6 miles below Washington.
I found the buoys had been removed, and abreast of me, on the port hand, I

discovered the old earthwork on Hill's Point had been reoccupied by the enemy,
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who had five pieces of artillery mounted. I should judge I wasa bout 1,000 yards

distant when I first discovered their position. I dropped down the river about

half a mile and came to anchor. After remaining about half an hour without

to any demonstration from the battery, I got underway and proceeded to the army
boats. Afterabrief consultation with Brigadier Gen'l Spinola I returned to within

three-fourths of a mile of the battery and opened fire upon it, without eliciting

any reply ; their object seemed to be to get my vessel between the two lines of

spiling before they made any demonstration. During the afternoon I received

two of the general's aids on board, who had despatched for General Foster, and
ran up as far as the obstructions. Here I manned a small boat I had brought for

the purpose with five of my men, directing them to pull past the forts, under

cover of my fire, which they accomplished successfully. About dusk received

from the Paron 20 kegs powder and 370 32-pounder shell, intending to run
past the battery, and supply the boats at Washington, when an opportunity

should offer. On the morning of the 2d instant, in company with the army tug

Allison and sloop Granite, which I had in tow, I moved up to within 1,200

yards of the battery, and again opened fire with my 32-pounder and 12-pounder

rifled. After five or six shots I succeeded in drawing their fire, which was directed

with great accuracy, their two out of four shots hitting me, the first through the pilot-

house and smoke-stack, about three feet above the steam-chimneys ; the second

through the engine room striking the steam-pipe and steam-chest, and glancing from
there to the hurricane deck, fortunately doing no great injury. After exchanging
a few more shots with the enemy, the Allison showing a disposition to keep out

of range, and being fettered with the sloop in tow, I hauled off and came to

anchor about 9 a. in., distant about 3,000 yards from the fort, as I estimated by
the range ofmy 12-pounder rifle and the Granite rifle. I then proceeded to load

my boats with the ammunition received the night previous, in order to run them
up to our forces in Washington, my. two boats, together with one from the sloop,

carrying 96 rounds 32-pounder shell and 10 kegs powder. Acting Master's

Mate A. H. Hicks was placed in charge. As the boats were about to shove off,

the lookouts reported men in an old deserted battery on the starboard shore.

I thought it prudent to wait until dark, in order to insure the safe passage of

the boats. At 5 p. m. the United States steamer Ceres arrived. I immediately
communicated with Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Macdearmid, who approved of

my project, and sent me one of his boats. The ammunition was safely delivered,

and the boats returned at 4 o'clock the next morning, having been fired upon with
artillery and small arms from both sides of the river without effect. In per-

forming this dangerous and arduous service, Acting Master's Mate Hicks has
added to his already acquired reputation as a cool, trust-worthy, and brave offi-

cer, and I recommend him to your favorable notice for promotion. Enclosed I
forward list of the men who volunteered for this service, and who, I think,

ought to be rewarded in some way. On the 3d instant, about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon, we were re-enforced by the gunboats Southfield, Whitehead and Sey-
mour, from Plymouth. After a consultation, moved up to the battery with our
fleet, and fired about 40 rounds, when the signal was made to cease firing. As
the boats were heading down the river, the fort which had remained silent under
our fire replied with three shots, none taking effect. At 7 p. m. sent my small
boat, in charge of Acting Master's Mate Edward S. Austin, with 56 rounds 32-
pounder shell, to Washington. He performed his mission successfully, notwith-
standing the enemy's attempt to prevent, by firing upon him with artillery and
musketry. On the 5th instant commenced taking in ammunition, about 3 a. m.,
for use of our forces at Washington ; having as much as we could conveniently
transport, I took in tow transport schooner having on board about four companies
of infantry, six pieces of artillery, and a large quantity ofammunition, designing,
in accordance with orders the night previous, to run past the batteries, while
the balance of the boats engaged them. Ran up to the Southfield and reported,

8 n
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when the order was countermanded, and I was instructed to return the troops

to the transports. Late in the afternoon my boiler commenced leaking to such

an extent as to put out the fires. I ordered the engineers to blow out the water

and repair it temporarily with all possible despatch, and my thanks are due to

Acting Second Assistant Engineer J.T. Newton and Acting Third Assistant Engi-

neer John I. Miller for the energy and promptness they displayed in complying-

with my orders. At 9 p. m. had steam again. On the 6th instant received a

supply of ammunition from Gunner E. A. McDonald, for the use of this vessel.

At 8 p. m. received orders to proceed here, from Senior Officer W. P. McCann.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

a. W. GRAVES,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding.

Commander H. K. Davenport,
Senior Officer, Commanding

Navalforces inland waters and sounds, N. C.

Ammunition expended.

Seventy-three 32-pounder shell.

Sixty-five 12-pounder (rifle) shell.

Seven 12-pounder (smooth bore) shrapnel.

List of men who volunteered their services to forward ammunition past the

batteries on Pamplico river, North Carolina,for the benefit of ourforces in

Washington

:

Walter Thompson, seaman, (twice;) George S. Long, seaman; William
Wilbur, seaman ; Peter Peterson, seaman ; L. Lawson, ordinary seaman ; J
Purcell, ordinary seaman ; H. Vincent, ordinary seaman, (twice ;) T. Staynor,

ordinary seaman ; James Kelly, landsman.

Very respectfully,

G. W. GRAVES,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding.

United States Steame Lockwood,
April 7, 1863.

F.

Report of Acting Master Wm. G. SaltonstalL

United States Steamer Commodore Hull,

Off HilVs Point, Pamplico River, April 20, 1863.

Sir : In accordance with your instructions and the wishes of Major General

Foster, I got under way in this vessel at 1J p. m. of March 30, 1863, and
dropped down river for a distance of half or three-quarters of a mile to a posi-

tion where I could command with my guns the high land in the rear of the

town, which I was directed to shell in case of the expected attack taking place.

At a few minutes before 8 p. m., the signal of attack being made from the fort,

I commenced firing from both my 30-pounder Parrott rifles upon the rear hills

and woods leading into town, and continued to do so for fifty-five minutes, when
I received orders from you to reduce my fire to one shot every half hour, which
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I continued to throw for two or three hours, when all becoming quiet on the

town side, I ceased firing in that direction, having discharged thirty-eight

rounds.

At 10 p. m. I heard musketry and howitzer firing on the opposite side of the

river, up the road leading from Hodman's Point, where Captain Lyon's company
of North Carolina volunteers had been stationed, with orders to hold it at all

hazards. I assisted him with a few howitzer shrapnel from time to time.

Tuesday, March 31, 1863.—At 2 a. m. saw a flatboat similar to that in which
Captain Lyons had gone down approaching my vessel ; sent a boat to commu-
nicate, which, returning, reported that our forces had been driven from the point

by the enemy, and been obliged to embark. Captain Lyons, however, an-

nounced his intention of returning to the point at dawn to ascertain the position

of affairs. It rained very hard all the morning, and just at dawn musketry
and howitzer firing was heard at the eastern point, and I soon distinguished the

flatboat just clear of the land, sustaining and returning a very heavy fire. I

immediately shelled the point, when the enemy hastily retreated and the boat

crossed the river. I sent a boat to her relief in charge of a master's mate, who
returned about noon, having been unable to tow the flat up river against the

stormy wind and tide. He also reported that the boats had been fired upon
from a battery established during the night at Hill's Point, some five miles below
on the right river bank opposite the barricade. Captain Lyons had assured him
that, had it not been for the assistance of our shells in the morning, that his

whole force would have been killed.

The afternoon and night passed quietly, with the exception of an occasional

shell thrown at Rodman's Point whenever I observed any one there. Your
order, received during the afternoon, to proceed down the river and shell the

battery at Hill's Point, I was unable to obey, owing to the extreme lowness of

the water on the bar just below me, there being only six and a half feet, while

this vessel was drawing eight. During the night of Tuesday, and morning of

Wednesday, April 1, I kept as sharp a lookout as possible on Rodman's Point,

and at early dawn sent a boat to ascertain the depth of water in the channel,,

with a view to carry out your order of the previous day with regard to Hill's

Point, and with orders to approach as near as practicable to Rodman's Point

to ascertain if any change had been made there during the night.

At 5.45 p. m., just as my boat had regained the vessel, we were suddenly
and warmly attacked from a battery of apparently four guns erected on Rod-
man's Point, at a distance of about 900 yards, and immediately afterwards by
two field-pieces stationed in a cornfield on the right bank of the river, on my
port quarter, at a distance of between 700 and 800 yards. At once went to

quarters, and as warmly returned the fire from my after pivot gun on the

Rodman's Point battery, and my forward pivot and the two port howitzers on the

battery in the cornfield. The after starboard howitzer carriage was disabled

by the first shot of the enemy striking it at the fighting bolt and smashing it

badly.

After using the after port howitzer for a while the slide got broken by the

excessive recoil of the piece. I therefore shifted the gun and slide of one to the

carriage of the other. I also transported my starboard forward howitzer aft to-

the port side, but a casting which I had had made here broke at the first fire,

rendering it useless. Assisted by the fire of the Louisiana and Eagle (army
boats) we soon caused the battery in the cornfield to cease firing and change
position to their right, thus relieving me a while from their fire, which was,,

however, soon renewed again. The action continued very hot for upwards of

an hour and a half on both sides, when I found they had obtained my range so

accurately that every shot was coming on board from Rodman's Point, and,
from our position, raking us, while the cornfield battery caused us to be in a bad
cross-fire. I therefore reluctantly concluded to get under way and try to change
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my position and their range, though I feared from the extreme lowness of the

river, and my position between two shoals, that it would do me but little good,

as their guns at Rodman's Point seemed all rifled, with apparently one or two
Whitworth's among them, and a 20-pounder Parrott. Still fighting my after

pivot, I got up anchor and steamed up the channel for 150 yards, when the

vessel touched on the sand shoal, and being unable to back her off, and the water
still falling fast, she remained a fixture there for the most of the day, soon being

in seven feet of water. The tide, owing to the stormy northwest wind, unfor-

tunately for us, was most unusually low on that day. I now laid with our

stern towards the Rodman's Point battery, and the cornfield battery well on my
front quarters ; the latter soon changing so far aft that I could bring no guns to

bear on it with much effect, except the after pivot, which was busily engaged
with the other battery.

This was served with great coolness, precision, and good effect, I believe,

until 12^ p. m., when my rifled ammunition was all expended, having fired

159 shell and shrapnel since the commencement of the engagement. As I

could do no more fighting, there being no more ammunition to be had for my
large guns, and my howitzers being of no use, as I was unable to train them,

I was most reluctantly compelled to cease firing and send the men below to be
as much as possible out of danger, while I went up to report the state of affairs

to you, and was directed if possible to obtain a pilot who could take me down
river when the water rose, my own being perfectly useless from fright, proceed

to Newbern to get more ammunition, and return as soon as possible. I tried in

vain to find a pilot; no one would go, and had they been willing, said it was
impossible to succeed, as the buoys on the barricade had been removed. I was
therefore obliged to abandon this plan, and returned on board to find the con-

centrated fire from the two batteries hotter and more accurate than ever, and
the cross-fire cutting the vessel up very badly. It seemed as if they wished

to complete our destruction that night, for they did not direct a shot at any
other object. From 5 to 5J p. m. I counted 25 shot and shell thrown at the

vessel, 12 of them taking effect, yet strange to say that during the day she was
not vitally injured in any part; her machinery, boilers, steering apparatus, and
guns, with the exception of one howitzer, remained untouched, and though the

deck and cabins were strewn with splinters and fragments of every description,

and everything above decks was more or less affected, only three men were

wounded, and only one of them seriously, but not dangerously, by the frag-

ments of muskets, caused by a shot striking the rack and breaking eight of

them. The most serious injury the vessel sustained was the shooting away of

two of the "king ports," causing the large iron cross braces to come down on

deck, thereby getting the shaft considerably out of line. The Whitworth solid

shot pierced through the iron plates about the boat and pilot-houses as if they

had been of paper, and one shattered the fresh-water condenser. The light

planking of the sponsors outside was very badly cut up, but no shot had pene-

trated into the hull, and she did not leak. The smoke-stack was riddled and

its braces almost all shot away. My lying stern on, I think, happened provi-

dentially, as the boat presented a much smaller mark for the enemy, and the

sponsor planking broke the power of the shot below the deck without damaging

the hull itself. At dark the firing, which during the afternoon had been almost

all upon one side, ceased, I firing the last shot (which I had reserved) for the

day, and about 8 p. m., the wind having moderated and the water in the river

came up enough to float us, I moved up to my old anchorage abreast of the

lower part of the town.

Upon examination I found that the vessel had been struck over ninety

separate times, but through God's mercy we escaped destruction and death, or

even very serious injury. My crew, after the first ten minutes at the commence-

ment of the action, behaved remarkably well for men unused to the business, as
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many of them were ; and my officers, especially those on the after deck, who had

most of the fighting to do, viz : Acting Ensign Da Camara and Acting Master's

Mate Haraden, behaved with coolness and bravery, showing in their own con-

duct an admirable example to the crew. By your directions I sent Acting

Ensign Da Camara down the river in a smill boat with six men and important

despatches for Newbern. He passed safely through the blockade, and did all

in his power to forward them to Newbern with despatch ; for, finding no steamer

going, he put out into the sound in a heavy gale, and was only saved from

swamping by the timely assistance of the Ceres, which brought him back to

the lower fleet, when a steamer conveyed him to Newbern. lie returned at

once in the gunboat Hunchback, and subsequently brought through the block-

ade a schooner loaded with ammunition. He is deserving of promotion. On
my arrival in town I procured some cotton bales with which to protect my crew

at the guns.

Thursday, April 2, 1863.—All was quiet until the afternoon, when I fired a

few shell, unexpectedly found in town, at an earthwork being thrown up by
the enemy in the cornfield on the right bank of the river near the battery of

yesterday. Towards sundown they completed it, and fired a few light rifled

shell to get our range, which they did with accuracy.

Friday, April 3, 1863.—Finding last evening that the battery in the field

was likely to do us some damage by their fire, to which I could make no reply,

being entirely out of rifled ammunition, I deemed it prudent to haul the vessel

ahead at daylight, to bring the little island in the river abreast of us, between
the vessel and the battery. I had scarcely done so, when at 6 a. m. an earth-

work mounting one gun, a 12-pounder, opened upon me at a distance of six

hundred and fifty yards, directly abreast of the vessel, in the swamp on the

right bank of the river, it having been placed there during the night. The first

shot entered the wardroom and passed out of the vessel through my cabin on the

other side. The second, a shrapnel, entering at the water-line and exploding

in the fire-room. I at once replied from my two port howitzers, assisted by the

Eagle and Louisiana, and a lively fire ensued. This vessel was struck six

times, the shell frequently going through or exploding inside. I soon obtained

the exact range, bursting the shrapnel at every discharge directly over the

breastworks, making it dangerous to load their gun. The enemy inside re-

mained under cover of the work, scarcely ever showing themselves after the first

hour, until 10£ a. m., when they suddenly left and retreated up the road. A
sharp lookout was kept during the day, and whenever any movement was ob-

served a shell was fired. By your orders I kept up an occasional fire in that

direction during the night. Between 9 and 10 p. m. four boats arrived from
the lower fleet, bringing ammunition for us.

Saturday, April 4, 1863.—At daylight could see nothing of the gun in the

swamp battery. Observed the United States steamer Ceres coming up from
below, and when abreast of Hodman's Point I opened fire on the works there

with my rifled puns at a distance of about a mile, as did the Ceres and army
boat Eagle, ho response was made by the enemy to our fire, and she arrived

safely, bringing us additional ammunition. About noon the Ceres passed down
the river again, with two companies of the 44th Massachusetts regiment volun-

teers, intending to land them at Rodman's Point in case the enemy had evacu-
ated, which, from their silence in the morning, it was thought they might have
done. As soon, however, as she got abreast of the Point, the batteries sud-

denly opened, and in trying to return she got aground. I instantly opened fire

from my after pivot gun, and at once despatched my two cutters and gig to assist

in conveying the troops on shore, and rendering her all possible aid. Towards
4 p. m. the fire of the enemy ceased, as did mine. About sundown fire was
opened at this vessel from the battery in the cornfield, which had become a
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very substantial work. I replied only occasionally, ammunition being scarce.

Their fire was very accurate.

Sunday, April 5, 1863.—The day passed quietly, without action on either

side.

Monday, April 6, 1863.—Generally quiet to-day. I did not fire, and was
not fired at. Acting Master Josselyn, my executive officer, ran the blockade of

the river, after dark, with a cutter and eight men.
Tuesday, April 7, 1863.—During the day this vessel was continually fired at

from all the rebel river batteries. We only replied to the one in the swamp
abreast of us, which was soon silenced. A 32-pounder gun had been placed in

the cornfield battery which threw solid shot at us, one of which came on board,

striking and going through quarter deck, and thus glancing up and going out

through the hurricane deck. Another struck the water just under port counter,

and glancing, struck the vessel just at the water-line, inflicting a bad wound,
but not going through. The enemy fired ninety-six shot, mostly at this vessel,

as she was nearest them.

Wednesday, April 8, 1863.—The river batteries again opened upon us, firing

solid shot and shell, as during yesterday. I only replied to the swamp battery,

which was soon silenced. The vessel was struck twice by solid 32-pounder

shot, one striking the port paddle-wheel, breaking the arms and floats, and badly
crooking the flange. A 20-pounder Parrott shell struck the birth deck and ex-

ploded, doing no great damage.
Thursday, April 9, 1863.—A comparatively quiet day, a few shot only being

fired at us from the lower batteries, to which I made no reply, reserving my
ammunition for closer action.

Friday, April 10, 1863.—Acting Master Josselyn and Acting Ensign Da
Oamara arrived during the night from the lower fleet, the latter bringing through

a small schooner loaded with navy ammunition. Mr. Josselyn started with a

similar one, but subsequently returned to the lower gunboats, the wind dying
out, and came up in the cutter, bringing some army officers and despatches.

This vessel, though frequently fired at, was not struck. Sent a boat in charge

of an acting master's mate down the river, at night, by your orders.

Saturday, April 11, 1863.—No action on our part, and the gunboats undis-

turbed by the enemy's fire, it being all directed at our shore battery.

Sunday, April 12, 1863.—Acting Master's Mate Wilkisson returned safely

from below, bringing despatches from General Foster. By your advice I opened

fire at 8 a. m. from my rifled guns upon the swamp battery abreast of us, which
had been very much built up and strengthened during the night by sand-bags

and cotton bales, having two embrasures, but then mounting no guns. Our
practice was excellent, a dozen well-directed shell injuring it very badly, throw-

ing over and bursting the bales, setting the cotton on fire, and rendering the

work a ruin. Continued firing occasionally during the rest of the day and night

at it, as I thought they were at work then.

Monday, Ap>ril 13, 1863.—The usual large amount of firing in front of the

town and from the river batteries at the vessels occurred, the latter generally

averaging about 100 shots per day. At 11J a. m. we were struck by a 20-

pounder Parrott shell on the starboard side of the after pilot-house, carrying the

wood work entirely away, and bursting on deck set some of the broken wood
on fire, which was soon extinguished. The projectiles would frequently ricochet

over us, barely clearing the vessel. I fired occasionally at the swamp battery,

to keep all out of it. Transport steamer Escort and two schooners arrived from

lower fleet safely, with stores and ammunition, having passed through a very

heavy fire.

Tuesday, April 14, 1863.—Very much the same state of things as yesterday,

we being subjected to the usual daily fire without returning it. I fired a few
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rifled shell at the swamp battery, where the enemy had erected a flag. It soon

fell over, torn to pieces. All quiet during the night.

Wednesday, April 15, 1863.—Firing at us going on all day at intervals, con-

tinuing some time after dark, but without serious effect, and without eliciting

reply.

Thursday, April 16, 1863.—At 10\ a. m., the enemy having apparently with-

drawn the guns from all their batteries, I proceeded, in obedience to your orders,

but with difficulty, owing to the low water and ignorance of my pilot, to within

1,000 yards of Rodman's Point, and joined the Ceres and Eagle in shelling the

works there. After an hour and a half, our fire not being returned from cannon,

I went back with the other boats to town. In the afternoon the lower fleet

coming up shelled the point, and late in the day it was occupied by our troops.

Friday, April 17, 1863.—At 1J p. m., by your orders, got under way, and
proceeded to off Hill's Point, of which our troops had taken possession during

the day, with directions to remain there for their protection until further orders.

I will now close this necessarily very long report, covering a period of eigh-

teen days. Accompanying it are reports of ammunition expended and received,

and of the injuries received by the vessel.

I cannot close without speaking in the highest terms of my crew. They have
worked bravely and willingly throughout the long siege, and though exposed to

constant danger and many discomforts from the dilapidated condition of their

quarters, caused by the enemy's shot, and the impossibility of having a fire in

the galley, we being so often in action, they never murmured, but were always
ready for duty night or day. To my officers, viz., Acting Master Francis
Josselyn, Acting Ensign J. 0. Johnson, r.nd J. B. Da Oamara, jr., and Acting
Master's Mate A. F. Haradon, I am also much indebted. They showed through-
out an earnest desire to do their duty, and to defend the vessel and town to the
last. It would give me pleasure to see the two ensigns promoted to acting

masters, as they are fully competent. Mr. Haradon had resigned a few days
previous to the action. The vessel, though struck altogether 108 times, and
needing repairs very much, can still be of service.

Through God's mercy I have no deaths to record; and of the three men
wounded in the action of April 1, two are again on duty, and the third soon
will be.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. G. SALTONSTALL,
United States Navy, Acting Master Commanding

United States Steamer Co?nmodore Hull.

Commander R. T. Renshaw,
United States Navy, Commanding Naval Officer at

Washington, North Carolina, United States Steamer Louisiana.

Sir : The following is a report of the ammunition expended and received on
board this vessel from March 30th to April 18th, inclusive, and injured to her
armament.

March 30.—Ammunition expended: 30-pounder Parrott shell and shrapnel,
thirty-eight rounds; 24-pounder howitzer shrapnel, five rounds.

Tuesday, March 31.—30-pounder Parrott shell, eight rounds; 24-pounder
howitzer shell.

Wednesday, April 1.—30-pounder Parrott shell, one hundred and fifty-nine

rounds; 24-pounder howitzer shrapnel, fifty rounds.

Thursday, April 2.—30-pounder Parrott shell, four rounds.



120 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Friday, April 3.—24-pounder howitzer shrapnel, one hundred and twenty-

two rounds ; shell, thirty-three rounds; canister, four rounds.

Saturday, April 4.—30-pounder Parrott shell, fifty rounds.

Tuesday, April 7.—30-pounder Parrott shell, nine rounds; 24-pounder how-
itzer shrapnel, three rounds.

Wednesday, April 8.—30-pounder Parrott shell, three rounds ; 24-pounder
howitzer shrapnel, five rounds.

Sunday, April 12.—30-pounder Parrott shell, twenty-one rounds ; 24-pounder
howitzer shell, five rounds ; shrapnel, one round.

Monday, April 13.—30-pounder Parrott shell, five rounds; 24-pounder how-
itzer shrapnel, four rounds.

Tuesday, April 14.—30-pounder Parrott shell, three rounds; 24-pounder how-
itzer shrapnel, two rounds.

Thursday, April 16.—30-pounder Parrott shell, thirty rounds.

Saturday, April 18.—24-pounder howitzer shrapnel, one round.

Ammunition received from April 3, 1863, to April 18, 1863.

30-pounder Parrott shell, two hundred and fifteen ; 24-pounder howitzer

shell, one hundred and sixty-two; shrapnel, eighteen; powder, pounds, seven

hundred and forty-seven; primers, number, 500.

The 30-pounder rifle carriages have been somewhat injured—one by an acci-

dent, and the other by a shot—but not seriously. One of my howitzer's car-

riages needs strengthening to make it serviceable. The howitzer elevating screws

are all badly bent, and it is difficult to straigthen them properly.

W. G. SALTGNSTALL,
Acting Master, Comd'g U. S. S. Commodore HulL

Commander R. T. Renshaw,
U. S. Navy, U. S. Steamer Louisiana.

Report of Acting Master E. Boomer.

United States Sloop Granite,

Off Ocraroke Inlet, North Carolina, April 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the proceedings of this vessel while in

Pamplico river. In obedience to your orders of the 1st instant, I got under way at

8.30 p. m., from Newbern, bound to Washington. Anchored off Bath's creek, Pamp-
lico river. 2d instant at 5.30 a. m., got under way and proceeded up Pamplico river

;

when off Moll's Point the United States gunboat J. L. Lockwood took me in

tow. Run up off Hill's Point 7.30 a. m. Engaged the enemy's battery on that

point, at about 1,400 yards distance. At 8.50 a. m. hauled off out of range. Ex-
pended 13 fifteen-inch and 5 ten-inch shell.

I am happy to state that there were no casualties on board this vessel. 4th

instant I was ordered to drop down the river below Moll's Point to protect the

transport and ammunition vessels, which duty I performed until the ISth instant,

when I received your order of the 17th, per steamer Whitehead. At 3 p. m. got

under way and proceeded down the river. Arrived off Portsmouth, Ocracoke

inlet on the 19th instant.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. BOOMER,
AcVg Master U. S. Navy, Comd'g U. S. Sloop Granite.

Commander H. K. Davenport,
Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.
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United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Fa., May 29, 1863.

Sir : On the 24th instant I received from Commander Davenport, senior officer

in sounds of North Carolina, a communication, dated May 15, quoting the

following extract from Brigadier General Spinola's report of the recent military

operations of Pamplico river, below the batteries on Hill's Point, (see my No.

569, of May 26.)

".I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the gallant conduct

of the navy while acting in conjunction with my command, particularly Captain

Macdearmid, of the gunboat Ceres."

The conduct of the lieutenant commanders of the gunboats engaged was all

that could have been expected of them. They manifested great bravery, coupled

with a willingness to do all in their power to relieve the garrison.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

NAVAL OPERATIONS ON THE CHOWAN AND ROANOKE RIVERS.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., May 21, 1863.

Sir : A report from Lieutenant Commanding Flusser, dated May 6, has infor"

mation of recent naval operations in Albemarle sound and its tributary streams-

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant French, who was sent with the Whitehead to

cruise about the eastern end of the sounds to break up the contraband trade

there, under date of the 5th, reports to Lieutenant Commanding Flusser that on
the 26th ultimo he captured a large two-masted boat (without deck) containing

some five hundred (500) barrels of tobacco, sailed and owned by a Mr. Sawyer,
of Edenton, who acknowledged himself a rebel ; he was bound to Nag's Head
after goods.

In the Alligator river he reports that he captured or destroyed several boats

which were engaged in illicit traffic, and seized on shore in different places pork,

bacon, leather, tobacco, bags, lard and tallow, belonging to persons who, as

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant French says, " are directly engaged in supplying
the rebel army, as the proof is in my opinion from perfectly reliable men,"
Their houses are said to be used as depots for rebel supplies.

The Valley City was sent up the Chowan river. Under date of the 1th her
commanding officer reported the capture or destruction of several boats, the dis-

persion of rebel pickets, the capture of their arms. He ascended as far as the

State line. On his return he sent Acting Ensign J. Cullaton on shore with an
armed boat's crew, and burned the grist-mill of J. B. Hare, which, as he learned
from- papers found on the premises, was grinding corn for the rebel cavalry.

While proceeding down the river the rebels opened fire on the Valley City.

Acting Ensign John Cullaton received a serious, though not fatal, wound
through the groin by a rifle ball. The Valley City replied promptly with mus-
ketry, shell, grape and canister, killing and wounding it is supposed a number
of the rebels.

Lieutenant Commanding Flusser reports that lately, when at Hertford, on the
Perquimans river, the rebels were all about gathering in provisions for their

army at Suffolk.
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He landed at Hyman's Ferry, on the Roanoke river, with soldiers and sailors,

captured a cavalry picket of four men, with their arms, in which affair William
Benson, of the Commodore Perry, was severely, though not dangerously, wounded
by a rifle ball through the right shoulder.
5l> ->l? *t* >L» xL» •%!* *lr» nl* *J>- *1*
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I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Comd'g N A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EVACUATION OF WEST POINT BY THE ARMY, SUPPORTED BY THE NAVY.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, June 3, 1863.

Sir: West Point, on the York river, was evacuated on the afternoon of May
31 and the morning of June 1.

At the request of Major General Dix, dated May 30, I directed Lieutenant

Commander Gillis to give Major General Keyes all the support in his power in

this movement. Lieutenant Commander Gillis, under date of June 2, reports to

me that the Commodore Morris, Commodore Jones, Morse, and Mystic covered

the embarcation; that the operation was effected without the slightest accident,

and without any demonstration by the enemy; that everything belonging to the

United States government was safely removed, the gunboats taking on forage

and ammunition; and, on the morning of the 2d instant, that all the troops and
stores were safely on land at Yorktown.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles.
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

COMBINED NAVAL AND MILITARY OPERATIONS ON THE MATTAPONY RIVER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, June 3, 1863.

Sir : Under date of May 27 Lieutenant Commanding Babcock, of the Morse,

reported to me that on the 22d, at Major General Gordon's request, he sent three

armed boats' crews to accompany a land force up the left bank of the Mattapony
river, and that the combined forces captured six mules, which were given up to the

army. He also states that on the next day, at the general's request, he sent

all boats armed ashore with some troops, and captured five hundred bushels of

corn for the army. * * * * * * *

I enclose herewith a report of Lieutenant Commanding Gillis, of the Commo-
dore Morris, dated May 22, on his transporting the troops and covering the

operations of an army foraging party, under Brigadier General Kilpatrick, in

Matthews county, which party destroyed property which they thought useful to

the rebels, and captured horses, cattle, and sheep.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commanding Jas. H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktqwn, May 22, 1863.

Sir: I have to report that at the request of Major General Keyes I have
acted in conjunction with Brigadier General Kilpatrick, by covering his opera-

tions in Matthews county.

The object of the expedition was to mount all the dismounted men under his

command. On the morning of the 20th instant I took on board one hundred
men from the 4th Delaware volunteers, under Major La Mott, and with the

Winnisimmet in company, proceeded to North river, where I arrived at half-

past five p. m. I remained at this place until communication was had with

General Kilpatrick, and in the evening I went in East river to cover his opera-

tions there. I remained at this place until about nine o'clock the next morning,

and then started for the rendezvous on North river. After we arrived some
horses were brought on board the Winnisimmet, and we lay quiet all day, wait-

ing to hear from the different squads of cavalry that had been sent out. At six

o'clock, all being ready for a departure, I took on board two hundred of the 4th

Delaware volunteers, and started for Yorktown, where we arrived at half-past

twelve last night. About three hundred horses, one hundred and fifty head of

cattle, and a large number of sheep, were captured by the cavalry during their

march through the country. General Kilpatrick and Lieutenant Colonel Sydam,
in obedience to orders issued to them, destroyed all the property which they
considered useful to the rebels.

Everything remains quiet, as usual, at West Point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenan t Coinmanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com?nanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

REPORT OF THE FIRING UPON UNITED STATES MAIL-BOAT SWAN IN
YORK RIVER.—RETALIATORY MEASURES BY THE NAVAL VESSELS.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, June 4, 1S63.

Sir : I enclose (A) the report, dated May 26, of Lieutenant Commanding
Gillis, enclosing the report of Lieutenant Commanding Babcoek, of the United
States steamer Morse, regarding the firing by rebel artillery on the United
States mail-boat Swan from a point on York river, about four miles below West
Point, on the afternoon of the 23d ultimo, when the Morse was moved at once
to the spot, returned the fire, landed three boats' crews and burned twelve houses
in the vicinity, three full of corn, three full of bacon, three out-houses and three

dwelling-houses.

I required Lieutenant Commanding Gillis, senior officer in York river, to inves-

tigate the matter, and report why the buildings were burned ; whether they were
occupied ; whether anything was taken from the houses, &c.

I respectfully enclose his reply (B) of June 3, accompanied by a letter of
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June 2, from Major General Gordon, in command at tliat point at that time,

j ustifying the act, and stating that it was done at his suggestion.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

A.

Report of Lieutenant Commanding Jas. H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktown, May 27, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed please find report of Lieutenant Commanding Charles A. Bab-
cock, commanding United States gunboat Morse, in relation to an attack on the

United States mail-boat Swan, on Saturday last.

I have had the boat convoyed since that time, and thus far there has been no
more trouble.

Everything, remains quiet, and there has been no other demonstration by the

enemy since my last report. General Ord has taken command at West Point.

I am happy to state that the blockade in this vicinity is so strict that I am
able to get information from all of those who are not immediately engaged in

breaking it, and I have strong hopes of being able to break it up entirely in a

very short time.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieuten't Com'ding and Scn'r Officer, York River and vicinity.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Charles A. Babcock.

United States Steamer Morse,

Off West Point, Mattapony River, May 27, 1863.

Sir : At 3.30 p. m. yesterday, four miles below West Point, on the right

bank of the York river, a number of rebel artillery opened fire on the United

States mail-boat Swan while on her passage up from Yorktown. Got under

way immediately, and in a short time drove the enemy. General Gordon and

staff came down in a tug, and came on board. All my officers and crew behaved
well. Silenced the enemy completely after firing a few rounds.

Manned the three boats with armed crews, Mr. Merry (executive officer) hav-

ing charge of first cutter, accompanied by Chief Engineer Devine, Mr. Russell

(acting ensign) in gig, and Mr Dunne (acting master's mate) in second cutter.

Went on shore and burned twelve houses in the vicinity, three full of corn,

three full of bacon, three out-houses, and three dwelling-houses. After firing

the houses the boats returned on board in safetv.

Captain Wright, of the Mystic, did all in his power to be on the spot as soon

as possible, and rendered very efficient service, his boats accompanying our own.

Two of my breechings carried away one IX-inch at the second fire, and one

100-pounder Parrott after firing four rounds; also two side tackle blocks split

at IX-inch gun, and one rammer and handspike, also at IX-inch, broken.

On account of the limited space, I had to be very careful in firing the guns>
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and could only fire one at a time on each end, as it would endanger the lives of

the crew.

The breeching bolts all held good, but the forward part of the house is very

much shattered, and a great many windows fore and aft broken.

The reason that I burnt the houses was that the rebels fired from and behind

them on an unarmed mail-boat.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. A. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant Co?n?nander.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comrnanding North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron, United States Flag-Skip Minnesota.

B.

Explanatory report of Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktoivn, Virginia, June 3, 1863.

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 30th of May, in reference to the burning

of certain buildings on York river, below West Point, by Lieutenant Com-
mander Babcock, of the Morse, I would state that upon investigation I find

the buildings were burned because the rebels had placed their battery in front of

and on each side of them, and were in occupation of them at the time, the officer

in command being in the largest one, and watching the effect of and directing

the firing. The occupants of the houses had all been sent away before the

attack on the Swan was made. No search of the buildings was instituted, and
the only property I can learn of being brought off is a thermometer and an old

clock, which were brought off by the men of the Morse. The former is onboard
the Morse, and the latter was taken ashore by the adjutant general at West
Point.

General Gordon was on board of the Morse at the time the buildings were burned,

and considered the act perfectly justifiable, and the opinion of both himself and
General Keyes is that if the prompt measures which were taken by Lieutenant

Commander Babcock had not have been, the consequence would have been that

every unarmed boat that passed up and down the river would have been fired

into, unless convoyed by a gunboat. The three buildings were owned respec-

tively by the following men : Woodhouse, Leacy, and Blossingham. Mr. Wood-
house lives in Richmond, and his house was occupied by his overseer, a man by
the name of Drake. Mr. Leacy occupies his own house, and is reported to be a
strong secessionist, and is magistrate of New Kent county. He has aided and
abetted the rebel cause. Mr. Blossingham also occupies his own house, and is

a strong secessionist. He has a substitute in the rebel army. I have obtained
all this information from Mr. Wright, who has lived in that neighborhood, and
knows all the parties.

Enclosed please find a communication from General Gordon to Lieutenant

Commander Babcock in relation to the matter.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Letter of General II Gordon to Lieutenant Commander Babcock.

Headquarters Gordon's Division,
Yorktown, Virginia, June 2, 1863.

Sir : You have asked my opinion as to whether you were justified in causing

the destruction, by burning, of private houses on the York river, near the loca-

tion of a rebel battery, which fired upon my mail-boat in her passage from
Yorktown to West Point, Virginia, on the date of the 23d of May, 1863. This
rebel battery, secretly placed in position, opened fire on an unarmed mail and
passenger boat, in which women and children are often conveyed, and which
women were passengers at the time of firing. I requested you to proceed to the

position of the battery as soon as the firing was reported to me. You went im-

mediately, but were unable to inflict any punishment upon the guerillas, who
fled at your approach.

Seeing no mode of properly punishing the perpetrators of this outrage, and
preventing its recurrence, but by a retaliatory act which should interest the

residents of the York river, in petitioning their rulers to prevent acts not justi-

fied in warfare of civilized nations, I suggested the burning of the dwellings

immediately around the scene of the firing. You took the responsibility and
burned their dwelling-houses. I entirely justify your course, and commend its

efficient workings to other commanders.
Since your punishment of guerillas, not another shot has been fired at my

boat. Condemning, as I do, as barbarous in the extreme, all destruction of

private property in the land of an enemy not made necessary by the exigencies

of war, I fully, in the case above, justify your action.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

General H. GORDON,
Commanding Division.

Lieutenant Commander Barcock,
Gunboat Horse, Yorktown, Virginia.

JOINT EXPEDITION OF ARMY AND NAVAL FORCES UP THE MATTAPONY RIVER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, June 7, 1863.

Sir : The enclosed report from Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gilliis, com-
manding United States steamer Commodore Morris, dated June 6, relates to a

joint expedition of army and naval forces up the Mattapony river.

The main object of the expedition, according to Major General Keyes, was
to destroy a foundery at a point on the Mattapony river, some 10 miles above

Walkertown, where it was said ordnance matter was manufactured for the

enemy.
With this purpose, four hundred infantry, on the morning of June 4, em-

barked at Yorktown on board the United States steamer Commodore Morris,

Leutenant Commander Gillis, the United States steamer Commodore Jones,

Lieutenant Commander Mitchell, the army gunboat Smith Briggs, and the

transport Winnissimmet.

The expedition proceeded to Walkertown, about 20 miles above West Point,

on the Mattapony river, where it arrived at 2 a. m. on the 5th.

Here the troops were landed and marched to Aylett's, where the objects of

the expedition were successfully accomplished, and the foundery, with all its

machinery, together with mills, grain, &c, destroyed.
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The land forces also destroyed grain at other places, and captured horses,

mules, and cattle, and at 5.30 p. m. re-embarked.

The vigilant disposition of Lieutenant Commander Gillis kept the river below

clear, and the rebels, attempting demonstrations at several points on the banks,

were dispersed by the gunboats.

The navy had no casualties. It seems likely that the entire success of the

expedition was owing to our evacuation of "West Point only five days before,

thus precluding the probability of any immediate movement in that direction,

and throwing the enemy off his guard.

The report of Lieutenant Commander Gillis is accompanied by that of Lieu-

tenant Commander Mitchell, and a copy of the preliminary order of Major
General Keyes.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Wellks,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Major General E. D. Keyes.

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps,
Office of Commanding General,

Fort Yorktown, Va., June 4, 1863.

A combined expedition of land and naval forces will leave this place at six

(6) o'clock this p. m. with the purpose of destroying a foundery at a point on
the Mattapony river, some ten (10) miles above Walkertown.
The land force will consist of four hundred (400) infantry, one hundred (100)

each from the 4th Delaware, 168th New York, and 169th and 179th Pennsyl-
vania D. M., assisted by three (3) gunboats and a transport under Lieutenant

Commander Gillis, United States navy.

The main purpose of the expedition is to destroy the foundery where it is

said shot, shell, guns, and other instruments of rebellion are manufactured. In
addition to that, all collections of supplies for the rebel army will be captured
or destroyed, horses and mules fit for the saddle and for draught, also sheep,

cattle and swine, fit for slaughter, will be captured as far as practicable. It is

strictly forbidden, however, to take anything not useful to troops in the field.

As the expedition is intended to penetrate far within the enemy's lines, the

infantry are expected to set out with a determination to achieve success at any
cost. Volunteers will be called for to move at (30) thirty minutes' notice, and
the commanding officers will be designated at the moment of despatchment.
The men will carry nothing but their overcoats, canteens, and cartridge-boxes,

with at least fifty rounds per man.

E. D. KEYES,
Major General.

Lieutenant Colonel C. Carroll Tevis is the commanding officer of the in-

fantry, and will be obeyed accordingly.

E. D. KEYES,
Major General.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander James H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktown, Va., June 6, 1863.

Sir : On the morning of the 3d instant General E. D. Keyes informed me
that he had an expedition on foot for the purpose of striking an effective blow
at the enemy, and asked for my co-operation, and wished me to start at once.

But the boiler of this vessel having commenced to leak very badly the day be-

fore, I was obliged to repair it, and by working all night I was ready to render

such assistance on the following day as the general might require ; and having
informed him of my readiness, every preparation was at once made to make a

raid as far as Aylett's, on the Mattapony river, where there was known to be a

large foundery which was used by the rebels for the purpose of casting guns,

shot and shell, &c. Information had also been received that there were several

factories, warehouses, and other public buildings at the place, which it was de-

sirable to destroy, and with this object in view, four hundred infantry, under the

command of Lieutenant Colonel C. Carroll Tevis, of the 4th Delaware volun-

teers, were embarked on board this vessel, the Commodore Jones, and the ferry-

boat Winnissimmet, and at 8 p. m., with the army gunboat Smith Briggs in

company, we started up the York river, passing West Point at 10.45, without

noticing anything that would indicate the presence of the enemy, and every-

thing passed off quietly during our trip Up to Walkertown, where we arrived at

2 o'clock a. m. The troops were landed with all expedition, and reached

their destination (Aylett's) at 8 a. m. At that place they found the information

they previously received was correct in every particular, and the work of de-

struction was soon accomplished. An immense amount of machinery of all

kinds, and also a very large quantity of flour and grain, which was in a very
large flouring mill belonging to the rebel government, was soon rendered useless.

Colonel Tevis then started on his way back, stopping at different places to

destroy grain, capture horses, mules and cattle, and did not get back to the

landing until 5.30 p. m. I proceeded to get everything on board at once, and
at 6 p. m. we were underway on our return. Having received information that

the rebels were making preparations to obstruct the river at a place called

Mautapike, I sent the Smith Briggs down at 2 p. m. to keep the river clear

and to remain at that place until my arrival. Captain Eee, of that vessel, re-

ports that when he came in sight of Mautapike there were about sixty or sev-

enty rebels collected on the bluff and on the bluff at Indiantovvn; but a few
shells served to disperse them. There are many places along the river where
sharpshooters can be advantageously posted, and advantage was taken of them
by the rebels ; but by shelling ahead and on each side as we passed along, they

were kept off. and at only one place did they remain to give us a shot, and I

am happy to state that, so far as the naval portion of the expedition was con-

cerned, everything passed off in the most admirable manner and without a single

casualty, for which I cannot be too thankful, taking into consideration the fact

that the whole country through which we passed had been aroused, and the

banks being lined with those who would have been delighted in taking the lives

of "the invaders of their soil."

The land forces were not so fortunate, one man being killed and two wounded,
also one missing, so far as I have yet heard ; but in consideration of the fact

that Longstreet's corps was at or near Newton, only two miles from Aylett's,

and Pickett's division at the White House, twelve miles from where we landed,

I think they were as fortunate as could possibly be expected ; and I can only

account for the success of the raid by supposing that the enemy were under

the impression that our force was but the advance of a large body of troops.

Skirmishing by the rear guard of our troops was kept up until they got under
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cover of the gunboats. Two prisoners were taken and two deserters were

picked up on our way down.

We arrived at this place at 2 a. m. this morning, all hands pretty well worn
out with their two days and nights constant work and watching. I cannot, in

justice to those under my command, omit mentioning the perfect coolness of

every one when at any moment a galling fire could have been opened upon us

from the bluffs under which we had to pass.

The only fault I have to find with Captain Mitchell is his unnecessary ex-

posure of himself. Were he a common seaman it would have been highly

commendable ; but where so much depended on him it was recklessness. His
management of his vessel and working of his battery were in the highest man-
ner commendable.

Enclosed please find report of Lieutenant Commander Mitchell of the amount
of ammunition expended on board his vessel, and copy of letter of General

Keyes.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Co?nmander and Senior Officer, off Yorktown.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Mitchell.

United States Steamer Commodore Jones,

Off Yorktown, Va., June 6, 1863.

Sir: The following is a list of ammunition expended yesterday afternoon on
our passage between Walkertown and Indiantown, Mattapony river: twenty-
three rifle shells for 50-pounder rifle; nineteen 10-second shell for IX-inch rifle;

twelve 5-second shell for IX-inch rifle; forty-five 24-pounder howitzer shells.

I take occasion to remark here that this was the first time our men had been
exercised with powder since going into commission. Most of the men have
been but three weeks on board, and many of them but one week; and notwith-

standing this, everything worked as perfectly as I could have expected after a
year's exercise. In the hour and a quarter that we were shelling the woods
we fired thirty-one shell from the 9-inch gun, and during that time shifted

pivots from one quarter to the other four times. We could have fired many
more had I considered it necessary. The practice was excellent ; as good if not

better than any I ever saw.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. MITCHELL,
Lieutenant Commander.

Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gillis,

Commanding U. S. Steamer Com. Morris.

NAVAL MOVEMENTS IN SEARCH OF CAPURED STEAMBOATS ARROW AND
EMILY.

No. 659.] United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Off Neivport Neivs, Virginia, June 19, 1863.

Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a report from Commander Davenport, (June
1,) enclosing a statement respecting the operations of the naval vessels in

9 N
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Albemarle sound, in search of the steamboats Arrow and Emily, whose capture

in the Currituck canal by the enemy was reported to the department May 18,

(No. 542.)

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admirals Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary ofthe Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Hetzel,

Off Washington, North Carolina, June 11, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter written by
request of Lieutenant Commander Flusser, which, though not official, is so com-
plete an account of the expeditions of the vessels in Albemarle sound, in search

of the steamers Arrow and Emily, that I have forwarded it to you. I trust it

will prove satisfactory.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of N. C.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

(Unofficial.)

United States Steamer Valley City,

Plymouth, North Carolina, May 30, 1863.

My Dear Davenport : In consequence of the illness of Captain Flusser

he requested me to inform you relative to the movements of the vessels in his

command since the receipt of the news of the capture of the two steamers Arrow
and Emily. We heard of their capture by the United States steamer North Shore,

which arrived here Sunday evening ! the 17th) about 7 o'clock.

By 9.30 the same evening we had a detachment of soldiers aboard, and, in

company with the Miami and North Shore, proceeded to the North river, where

we met the Whitehead. Here we came to anchor for the night. Early next

morning, (Monday,) in company with the Whitehead and North Shore, we pro-

ceeded up the river, the Miami remaining at anchor. A boat from the Valley

City examined all the creeks and places where the two steamers might be

secreted, while the soldiers landed at the mouth of the canal. Seeing nothing

of the missing steamers, we all proceeded to Elizabeth City, where we anchored

at 9 o'clock, Tuesday evening. Captain Flusser went ashore during the night

to gain information, and at 3 o'clock next morning (Wednesday) we all got

under way and proceeded towards Plymouth. Captain Flusser was satisfied

from the information gathered at various points that the Emily and Arrow had

been taken up the Blackwater river to Franklin. At midnight (Wednesday) the

Whitehead, Valley City and Commodore Perry got under way and proceeded

towards Franklin, Captain Flusser being aboard the Whitehead in advance.

Thursday, at 7.30 p. m., we all anchored at the confluence of the Blackwater

and Nottoway rivers. The next morning, (Friday,) at 5.15, all the vessels got

under way, and proceeded up the Blackwater river till we found but six feet of

water ; and as it was impossible to proceed, we turned down the river, and aban-

doned the idea of reaching Franklin.
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At 1.40 p. m. tlie fleet entered the Meherria river, and at 4 o'clock p. m.

the Whitehead and Valley City anchored off Murfreesboro', the Perry not being

in sight. Captain Flusser and myself landed, together with the soldiers and a

few sailors, and proceeded up to the town, which we found unoccupied by troops,

they having been sent to repulse us at Franklin. Here we captured, gave to

the poor, and destroyed, in all, about 10,000 pounds of bacon, together with a

quantity of lard, 15 boxes of 6-pound fixed ammunition (14 rounds to a box.) The
bacon and lard we have since delivered over to the commissary at Plymouth.
After capturing or destroying all the provisions we could find belonging to the

confederacy, and hearing that there were two hundred rebel cavalry outside

the town, the men were ordered aboard the vessels, and at midnight we got

under way, and proceeded down the river. The water had fallen eighteen

inches since we anchored the evening before, and the Perry got hard aground.

In attempting to tow her off the Valley City parted two hawsers, tore away
her port quarter chock, and injured her rudder-head. After taking off her ammuni-
tion she again got under way. The narrowness of the Merherria, and the

high bluffs on either side, offered every advantage to the enemy in case" they
should attack us. We therefore stationed pickets on each side of the river, some
way from the bank, but we saw nothing of the enemy. At 10 o'clock in the

evening we all anchored off Poll's fishery, near the mouth of the Chowan river.

Here Captain Flusser and myself, with a body of men, went ashore and sur-

rounded the widow Gascon's house, (about a mile from the river,) where we
captured five rebel prisoners, among whom was the notorious Captain Kehoe;
these are now in charge of the provost marshal at Plymouth, at which place

we came to anchor at 5.30 Sunday morning.

Monday morning, at 5.50, the Valley City got under way, and proceeded to

the mouth of the Merherria river, where she anchored. We captured one bale

of wool which was being taken across the river.

Thursday the Whitehead relieved us, and we proceeded to Plymouth, where
we now are. I trust you will find this sufficiently explicit, and receive it in

lieu of an official report. Flusser has got the fever and ague pretty bad.

Hoping to see you soon, I am, very sincerely, yours, &c,
HARTMAN K. FUHNISS.

Commander H. K. Davenport,
Senior Officer, Sounds N. C, U. S. Steamer Hetzel.

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER SUMTER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, June 25, 1863.

Sir : I regret to be called upon to forward the enclosed certified copy of the
report by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Peter Hays, late commanding United
States steamer Sumter, of the circumstances connected with the loss of that

vessel yesterday morning. I shall order a board to investigate the matter.
I propose to distribute her officers and men in this squadron as soon as the

department authorizes issues to them, and as soon as their accounts are opened
again, about which, I am informed, (although all the paymaster's books, papers,
and funds are lost,) there will be but little difficulty, when copies of their trans
fer accounts have been obtained from the former paymaster of the Sumter, and
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Paymaster Marcy, of the receiving ship at New York. I have telegraphed for

them.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I enclose herewith Acting Assistant Paymaster Robinson's report of

the loss of his books, papers, &c.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Peter Hays.

Schooner Jamestown,
Hampt07i Roads, June 24, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that at half past twelve this morning, Smith's Island light

bearing W.NW., distant about eight miles, a light was reported, apparently a

steamer. The officer of the deck, Acting Ensign Thomas W. Spencer, reported

it to me, and asked if he should run for it. I told him to run in her di-

rection and try and ascertain what she was. We approached her very cautiously,

going through the water very slowly. There was a heavy mist at the time, and
we were unable to distinguish an object with any degree of accuracy beyond
two hundred yards.

The steamer showed one white light forward and one aft, and a red light ap-

parently amidship. Upon nearing her it was the intention of the officer of the

deck to pass astern of her, but being deceived by the mist he found he had not

room, and endeavored to bring our ship upon a course parallel with her ; and in

endeavoring to do so the vessels collided, our bow striking her about the fore-

chains. The shock was a very slight one, but the Sumter being very rotten,

even that slight shock had the effect of wrenching the entire stern off her.

The steamer dropped astern. I hailed, but got no answer, but immediately

after was hailed and asked to send a boat, which I did immediately, supposing

the steamer was sinking.

The boat returned immediately and reported the steamer to be the General
Meigs, from New York for Port Royal, and that she was uninjured. The
officer reported that the captain of the Meigs asked if a volunteer officer com-
manded the Sumter, and being answered in the affirmative, replied that he
thought some secesh officer was on board of her. She immediately resumed her

course and was soon out of sight.

I asked the engineer of the watch if the ship was making any water; he re-

plied she was not. I then went forward to see what damage was done to our

bow, and sent the carpenter with an officer to see if she was making any water

forward ; they immediately reported an immense body of water was rushing in

forward. I went down myself and was immediately convinced she could not

float but a short time, and at once gave the order to abandon ship, as she had
settled forward some five feet. We laid by her five minutes and her bows were
nearly under.

Made a sail close by and pulled for her; she proved to be the schooner

Jamestown, from Washington, bound to Boston, Captain. Laverett. I told him
the condition we were in, and asked him to return with us to Hampton roads,

with which he complied. *

.
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About twenty minutes after leaving the Sumter she sunk in about seven

fathoms water, her mastheads only being out of water.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PETER HAYS,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Assistant Paymaster A. B. Robinson.

United States Flag-Ship Brandywine,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 25, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that in the loss of the United States steamer Sumter
nothing in my department was saved. All my books and accounts, the iron

chest containing two thousand and seventy dollars, with a small amount of pro-

visions, small stores and clothing, went down with the ship. Myself with other

officers arrived yesterday and reported to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, commanding
North Atlantic Blockading squadron, on board United states ship Minnesota,

who ordered us to report on board United States ship Brandywine for temporary
accommodations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. ROBINSON,
Acting Asst. Paymaster U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

MOVEMENTS OF NAVAL FORCES ON YORK AND PAMUNKEY RIVERS, CO-OPE-

RATING WITH MAJOR GENERAL D1X.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, July 2, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed herewith, A, under date of July 1st, is a copy of the report of

Fleet-Captain Crosby, regarding the movements of the naval force in the York
and Pamunkey rivers under his command, from the evening of the 24th to the

morning of the 30th ultimo, in co-operation with the movements of the army
and navy under General Dix.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commauding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Fleet- Captain Pierce Crosby.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, July 1, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 24th instant, I left here in the United
States steamer Commodore Barney, to take command of the United States naval
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vessels in the York river and its tributaries, and co-operate with the army under
General Dix, giving all practicable assistance in my power.

The naval vessels consisted of the Commodore Morris, Western World,
Morse, and Barney—the three former being in the York river—besides two
armed army vessels, the Smith Briggs and Jesup, which were put under my
orders by Major General Dix.

On my arrival at York river, at about 9.30 p. m., I found General Dix there,

and communicated to him, through his chief of staff, Colonel Van Buren, my
instructions ; the general was unwell, and having retired I could not see him
until next morning at 7.30 a. m., when I learned from him the particulars of

the movement, and where he would want the assistance of the gunboats, which
he informed me would be at West Point and the White House landing.

At 8 a. m. we stood up for the White House, arriving there at about 6.30

p. m. We found it impossible to run fast, as our pilots had great difficulty in keep-

ing the channel, which was very narrow in places, and the vessels drawing nine

feet six inches.

I found Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gillis, with the Commodore Morris,

Western World, Morse, and Smith Briggs, at the White House landing, and the

Jesup at West Point.

I found all quiet on the river ; the cavalry under Colonel Spear had started

on a scout.

I stationed the gunboats at White House, the Jesup at West Point, and
daily sent two vessels to run from White House to West Point to protect

the army transports, and examine the banks of the river to discover signs

of the enemy, should they be near, but nothing could be seen or heard of them.

The captain of the Western World reported three new earthworks on the

right bank of the Pamunkey, midway from West Point and White House,
which appeared to have been thrown up about two weeks previous to our going

up the river, and that they were concealed from view on the river, which fact I

reported to General Dix, who said he would have them levelled.

At the White House landing the enemy had an earthwork thrown up in cir-

cular form, which had a branch from the railroad running into and inside of the

earthwork ; they had a heavy turn-table upon which they intended running a

car with heavy guns on a pivot, and, if necessary, could retreat with the guns
on the railroad to Richmond. I was informed that they had several such ar-

rangements between the White House and Richmond.
I sent some of our men on shore, who destroyed the turn-table and tore up

the rails. On the 26th General Dix arrived with a part of his forces, under
General Getty's command, which were brought up in transports.

On the 27th Colonel Spear returned with his command, the particulars of

which I reported in a former communication ; the same day General Keyes
arrived with his force from Yorktown.
The army was busily employed when I left, landing commissary and quarter-

master's stores, repairing the railroad track where it needed it, and getting the

trains ready for marching.

They had landed a locomotive and cars, which were in running condition.

When I left the White House we had in our army about eighteen or twenty
thousand men, and fourteen or fifteen batteries of artillery, and troops from
Newbern were arriving.

At 9 p. m., on the 29th, I received your orders to send the United States

steamers Commodore Barney and Morse to Washington, and myself to return to

the flag-ship, which orders I issued Avith all despatch, and informed General
Dix of the fact. The Barney left at 9.30 p. m., and the Morse at 11 p. m., for

Washington, provided and prepared for immediate service, both with pilots,

ammunition, store's, &c.
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I took passage in the Morse to Yorktown, and from there here in army trans-

ports, and arrived at 11 p. m. on the 30th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PIERCE CROSBY,
Fleet- Captain.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

MISSION OF ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS.

No. 719.] United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., July 4, 1863.

Sir : At 2.30 p. m. to-day I received the enclosed original communication
from Mr. Stephens, a copy of which I included in a telegram to the department,

and sent to Fortress Monroe to be forwarded in cipher.

At the same time I received a communication from the same source, directed

to the commanding officer at Fortress Monroe, which I deemed it prudent to

enclose in a communication, of which the enclosed is a copy.

This was sent by Lieutenant Lamson, who, as General Dix was absent, was
directed to ascertain and deliver it to the proper officer, and to repeat to him
that I thought the matter should not be disclosed without the instructions of

the government.

The picket tug was then sent back to its station, which is five or six miles

above and in sight from this anchorage, with orders to deliver my reply (a copy
enclosed, No. 2) to Mr. Stephens on board the unarmed rebel tug Torpedo,
which had been required, agreeably to my standing written order, to anchor

above White Shoal light, which is about eight statute miles above this

anchorage.

Notwithstanding these precautions, I heard this evening that it was known
generally that Mr. Stephens was on board, and that he wanted to go to Wash-
ington.

This information was, I suppose, purposely communicated by the flag-of-

truce tug Torpedo to our picket tug, the Lilac.

There was manifested on board the flag of truce a great desire to come down
to the fleet. On being informed of my order, it was represented that she had
no anchor; but, on being offered one, the people on board said they would get

one from the hold. Mr. Stephens (I suppose it was) wished to come down for

the more speedy delivery of his applications, which he could prepare on the

way.
To allow the so-called Confederate States steamer to pass this blockade and

display its assumed sovereign flag at the national capital was an act of recogni-

tion wholly at variance with my feelings and sense of duty. The proposition

was otherwise objectionable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hun. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Letter of Alexander U. Stephens.

Confederate States Steamer Torpedo,
On James River, July 4, 1863.

Sir : As military commissioner, I am the bearer of a communication in

writing from Jefferson Davis, commander-in-chief of the land and naval forces

of the Confederate States, to Abraham Lincoln, commander-in-chief of the land

and naval forces of the United States.

Hon. Robert Ould, Confederate States agent of exchange, accompanies me as

secretary.

For the purpose of delivering the communication in person, and conferring

upon the subjects to which it relates, I desire to proceed directly to Washing-
ton city in the steamer Torpedo, commanded by Lieutenant Hunter Davidson,

of the Confederate States navy, no person being on board but the Hon. Mr.

Ould, myself, and the boat's officers and crew.

Yours, most respectfully,

ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS.
Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota, Newport News.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee to commanding officer at Fort Monroe.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., July 4, 1863.

To the Commanding Officer at Fortress Monroe :

Enclosed herewith I forward a communication for you, just received from
flag of truce just arrived from Richmond, Virginia.

Supposing that the enclosed is of the same nature as a communication just

received by me by the same conveyance, I would respectfully suggest the pro-

priety of keeping its contents strictly secret until the will of the government is

made known.
Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N A. B. Squadron.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee to Secretary of the Navy.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, July 6, 1863.

Sir : I informed the department by telegraph of the receipt of its despatch

of 10.45 a. m. to-day. Enclosed is a copy of the letter in which I communi-
cated to Mr. Stephens the decision of government in regard to his request to

proceed to Washington as military commissioner, &c.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comrnanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee to Alexander H. Stephens.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., July 6, 1863.

Sir : The request contained in your communication of the 4th instant is con-

sidered inadmissible.

The customary agents and channels are adequate for all needful military

communications and conference between the United States forces and the

insurgents.

Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Alexander H. Stephens.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee to the Secretary of the Navy.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., July 7, 1863.

Sir : My confidential communication, No. 726, of yesterday, enclosed a copy
of the note in which I conveyed to the Hon. A. H. Stephens the answer, under

my instructions, to his application to proceed to Washington in the rebel

steamer Torpedo as military commissioner.

On receiving this note, and after an interview between Lieutenant Colonel

Ludlow and Mr. Ould, the Torpedo returned up James river. Enclosed is the

original of a letter from Mr. Stephens, dated July 6, 12 m., which had been
previously despatched by him. The letter to Lieutenant Colonel Ludlow,
alluded to in the within, was duly delivered.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Alexander H. Stephens to Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee.

Confederate States Steamer Torpedo,

Off Newport News, Va., 12 m., July 6, 1863.

Sir : Will Admiral Lee inform me, if he can, how long it will probaby be
before an answer will be made to my note of the 4th instant ?

Will he please also forward the accompanying letter from Hon. Mr. Ould,
confederate agent of exchange, to Lieutenant Colonel William H. Ludlow,
United States agent of exchange ?

Most respectfully,

ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

United States Flag- Ship Minnesota.
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REPORT OF ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL LEE, Ob' NAVAL OPERATIONS IN ROANOKE
RIVER, UNDER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER FLUSSER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, July 23, 1863.

Sir : Commander Davenport lias forwarded to me the following report, dated

July 16, from Lieutenant Commander Flusser, respecting a recent operation of

Lis in Roanoke river with a naval force :

" I went up to Williamston, some ten days since, in the Whitehead, with the

Perry, Valley City, and Southfield in company, having been requested by
General Wessells to make a diversion in that direction to cover the retreat of

some cavalry that moved out from Newbern, in case they should have to fall

back in that way. He also intended (having four hundred soldiers on board) to

move down in the rear of Gardner's bridge (two miles above James ville) and
cut off the guard at that point, (two hundred men and two pieces of artillery.)

" This was to be done in concert with a movement of forces by land from
Plymouth.

" We arrived at Williamston eleven hours later than agreed on, and the com-
mander of the land forces deemed it imprudent to carry out this part of the

programme.
" At Williamston we found Colonel Seanet with two field-pieces and a portion

of the 17th North Carolina regiment. A flag of truce was sent, and a demand
made to him to evacuate the town within an hour.

" On his refusal one hour more was given to remove the women and children,

and then we opened fire on the town. We fired three rounds from each boat.

"At 10 p. m. we again commenced and fired a shell every five minutes from

that time till four the next morning.
" This was done to prevent the rebels from throwing up works in the town dur-

ing the night, and also to keep them from throwing out pickets to annoy our men
exposed on the decks. Next morning we landed and took possesion of the

town. Very little injury was done to the town on account of our shells not

being thrown so much to hurt the town, as at positions on the outskirts, where
we supposed the enemy might congregate. At 1 p. m. we returned to Plymouth,
(started for it.) We received no fire from the enemy. My fire, during the

night, was done at the request of Colonel Maries, who had command of the

troops afloat. We scared the enemy, but did not hurt them."

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Cominanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

CHASING ASHORE THE RKBEL STEAMER KVTE.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Virginia, July 28, 1863.

Sir : I transmit herewith copies of reports of Lieutenant Commander De
Haven, (A, July 12,) and of Acting Master Jack, (B, July 12,) respecting tlie

chasing ashore, abandonment by her crew, and destruction by the Penobscot of

the blockade runner Kate, on the 12th of July, reported to the department in

my No. 759 of July 22. * * *
*

* * * *
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It will be perceived from the steam and other log-books which I forward to

the department by express, that the Kate started from Nassau, June 28, for

Charleston or Wilmington, and that at 10.30 p. m. of July 10 she got among
the cruisers off the former place, " and was chased off and made for Wilmington."

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

A.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. E. De Haven.

United States Gunboat Penobscot,

Off Neto Inlet, N. C, July 12, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that at 4.55 a. m. this morning a steamer was dis-

covered running in towards the inlet. Immediate chase was given by this ves-

sel to cut her off, when her course was changed seaward, and again, on my
opening fire upon her, towards shore at the end of Smith's island, where she

ran aground- with full head of steam, her officers and crew deserting her. She
proved to be the iron steamer Kate, Captain Stubbs, a new vessel of three hun-
dred and forty-four tons, English build, about three months old, and from her

log bound from Nassau to Charleston, with a general cargo.

A boat was sent in under command of Acting Master Charles E. Jack, (whose
report is herewith enclosed,) with instructions to get her off; bat finding it im-

possible, as the tide was fast falling, I made arrangements to burn her should

we not succeed in getting her off at high tide.

At 7.30 a. m. I was joined by the balance of the fleet.

About 11a. m. heavy firing was heard on the other side of Smith's island, in

the direction of the fleet stationed on that side of the entrance, and soon after

communication was opened by signals that the enemy were, with guns, approach-

ing. A constant and heavy fire was opened by the fleet on the woods back of

the steamer to harass and annoy the enemy.
Our efforts to get her off proving unavailing, and receiving signals to destroy,

orders to that effect were sent ashore. At 4 p. m. all boats having returned,

the steamer being fired by Mr. Jack, I opened a heavy fire upon her, inflicting

some damage to her hull. She was, by fire and shell, rendered totally unser-

viceable, and her cargo, as far as could be judged, a complete loss. John
Lughler and Andrew Fuller, firemen, prisoners taken from the steamer, were
brought aboard this vessel, and are held subject to your order.

The log of the Kate, and other books and papers, are herewith enclosed. I

have also to report that I received on board this vessel from the steamer Kate
the following articles, which are necessary for the use of this vessel

:

Two (2) binnacles, with compasses complete; one (1) parallel rule; one (I)

ratchet brace ; two (2) sea-water hydrometers.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH E. DE HAVEN,
Lieutenant Commander.

Captain A. Ludlow Case,
U. S. Steamer Iroquois, Senior Officer present.
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B.

Report of Acting Master C. E. Jack.

United States Steamer Penobscot,

Off Smith's Island, July 12, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, in compliance with your orders to

destroy the steamer Kate, I started a large fire on the starboard side of the ves-

sel near the engine, placing four 28-pound charges of powder close to the fire,

thinking I should have time to leave the vessel before it exploded. I also

ordered Mr. Barrett, second assistant engineer, to destroy as much of the engine

as possible, who did so by breaking the eccentrics and air-pumps, and let the

water out of the boilers, and closed the furnace doors, with very heavy fires in

them. The engines are totally disabled ; the bonnets were removed from the

reservoirs, which caused the ship to fill as high as the tide would admit. I

think that we so effectually disabled her that she will be of no further use to

any one.

The cargo, consisting of liquors, medicines, and cotton goods, was destroyed,

or more or less damaged.
Very respectfully, yours,

C. E. JACK, Acting Master.

Joseph E. De Haven,
Lieut. Corner, Com'g V. S. Steamer Penobscot.

CUTTING OUT THE REBEL STEAMER KATE.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Western Bar, N. C, August 6, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a report from Captain Case, com-
manding United States steamer Iroquois, and a copy of a report from Acting

Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen, commanding United States steamer Mount
Vernon, (dated August 3, 1863,) respecting the "cutting out" by the James
Adger, Iroquois, and Mount Vernon, of the rebel steamer Kate on the morning of

August 1, 1863.

The Kate had been driven ashore by the United States steamer Penobscot,

July 12, while attempting to run into Wilmington, and was floated off on the

night of the 31st ultimo, and towed under the batteries at New inlet, where she

was anchored and abandoned on the approach of our vessels. She was towed
to Beaufort by the United States steamer Iroquois.

Captain Case, in a letter to me of August 2 on this subject, speaks of the

gallantry of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen while under the fire of the

rebel batteries.

I have directed Acting Master S. B. Gregory, commanding the Western
World, to touch at Beaufort on his way up and tow the Kate to Hampton
roads, from whence I have ordered Captain Gansevoort to send her to New
York or Philadelphia by first opportunity, reporting his action to the depart-

ment.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Captain A. Ludlow Case.

United States Steam-Sloop Iroquois,

Beaufort, N C, August 5, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on the night of the 31st ultimo

the steamer Kate was floated off the beach at Smith's island and towed under

the batteries at New inlet, where she was anchored and abandoned early on
the morning of the 1st instant, on the approach of the blockading vessels. She
was cut out by the James Adger, Mount Vernon, and Iroquois, the batteries at

New inlet and a small Whitworth rifled gun on the beach, near Zuk's island,

keeping up a steady fire until the vessels were out of range.

The Mount Vernon was hulled once; the shot struck amidships and passed

into the engine room, instantly killing Edwin H. Peck, first class fireman, who
was the only person injured. Three other shots cut away the rigging of the

Mount Vernon, and one passed through the jib-netting of this ship.

The Kate was towed to Beaufort, North Carolina, by the Iroquois, and will

remain there until an opportunity offers to have her towed north.

The rebels had taken everything out of her except the boilers, bed-plates of

the engines, shafts, and about twenty tons of coal. The hull is very slightly

injured.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. LUDLOW CASE,
Captain, and Senior Officer present,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Trathen.

United States Steamer Mount Vernon,
Off New Inlet, N. C, August 3, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that at 5.30 a. m. on the 1st instant I discovered that

the steamer Kate, driven ashore by the United States steamer Penobscot, July
12, 1863, was afloat and being towed toward Fort Fisher by a number of small

boats. At 5.45 made signal, " I wish to communicate with you," to United
States steamer Iroquois, and receiving permission steamed up to her and re-

ported the circumstances, and was ordered to endeavor to cut the Kate off or

destroy her, and to inform Commander Patterson, of the James Adger, that he
was to assist us, and that the Iroquois would follow us immediately. At 7

commenced firing at the Kate; at 7.15 received orders from the Iroquois to

attempt to drag the Kate out ; called away and manned two boats and sent
them to board the Kate, at the same time ran alongside of her with the ship
and boarded her from boats and ship simultaneously. We then slipped
her cables, (the enemy having let go both anchors and abandoned her.) A
hawser was then made fast from our starboard bow to the port bow of the
Kate, and we then backed off until we found sufficient water to pass under her
stern. This hawser was then let go, and we passed around under her stern,

and then passed a hawser from our starboard quarter to the port bow of the
Kate. The fire from the rebel batteries at this time was terrific. At the time
we ran alongside of the Kate she was in sixteen feet of water, Fort Fisher
bearing west by east J east. The mound and casemated fort bearing north by
east, distant three miles; the fort on Zuk's island bearing north by west f
west, distant two miles ; and a masked battery of Whitworth flying artillery on
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Smith's island bearing clue west, distant three hundred yards. All of these

batteries kept up a constant fire on us. One shot, apparently an 80-pounder
Armstrong, passed in through a port on the port side of the Kate and out

through the bulwark on the starboard side just as we boarded her.

The shots fired at us were principally from heavy Armstrong guns and a

battery of Whitworth 12-pounder flying artillery, several of which struck this

vessel, and I have the following casualties to report, viz : one shot, a 12-pounder
Whitworth, passed through the engine room, instantly killing first class fire-

man Edwin H. Peck. This shot lodged in the engineer's tool chest, demol-

ishing many of the tools. Another shot, apparently an Armstrong, cut away
all the shrouds of the port fore rigging ; another, a Whitworth, cut away the

foretopmast rigging; and another, also a Whitworth, cut away the fore gaff; a

fifth shot, fired from the mound battery, and apparently from a heavy Armstrong
gun, cut away the stock of the port anchor. Many shots passed over us, just

clearing the ship, and going a mile and more beyond us ; many of their shots

also struck inside of us, and ricochetted over us. After taking the Kate in tow
I steamed off shore and anchored near the United States steamer Iroquois.

The Kate is apparently a new steamer. She has two screws, one on each

side of the stern-post, clear of rudder-post. She is entirely of iron, round full

bottom, very sharp forward, small shield for figure head; one funnel, telescope

fashion, and two masts, schooner rigged, and hinged so as to lower down. All

her furniture, engines, and cargo had been removed ; her boilers remained com-

plete. There was also a small quantity of coal on board ; her hull was com-

paratively as good as new, having only one shot-hole through her quaKers, and

one through the starboard bulwark. The hole on the quarter had been stopped

up with wood. Her spars are in good condition. She had a jib and mainsail

boat, and ready for use. She has a house which runs nearly the whole length

of her, and goes entirely across from side to side. She has a bridge amidships,

and is steered by a large wheel placed well forward. There is also an auxiliary

wheel aft.

At 1 o'clock on the 1st the United States steamer Iroquois sailed for Beau-

fort, having the Kate in tow. Officers and men behaved with coolness.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES TRATHEN,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding.

REPORT OF CAPTAIN G. GANSEVOORT OF A JOINT RECONNAISSANCE UP

JAMES RIVER.

United States Iron-clad Roanoke,

Off Newport News, Va., August 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the department that, in accordance with the

permission asked and granted, I accompanied Major General Foster in his re-

cent reconnoissance up the James river. The force consisted of the Sangamon,
Commander S. Nicholson ; Commodore Barney, Acting Lieutenant Commander
S. Huse ; and Cohasset, Acting Master S. Cox ; also the John Farron, an army
boat. All these vessels were armed, except the latter, which had aboard a

corps of sharpshooters.

The Sangamon, towed by the gunboat Barney and the tug Cohasset, left the

anchorage off Newport News about 2 p. m., August 4. The John Farron, with

Major General Foster and staff, Brigadier Generals Naglee and Potter, with myself,

Surgeon Woodworth, and Acting Master Hargous, soon followed. At 8 p. m.

the vessels under my command and the Farron anchored off Jamestown island

in seven fathoms water. Got under way next morning at half-past four. At
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eight the flag-of-truce boat New York, with prisoners, passed us, bound to City

Point. At half-past eight passed Fort Powhatan, which remained in a dis-

mantled state. At eleven all the army and navy officers left the Farron and
went on board the Sangamon. When off Tillman's wharf there was a slight

discharge of musketry from the shore, which was responded to by the Sanga-

mon with one eleven-inch shot. At half-past four p. m. the Sangamon anchored

off Dutch Gap, owing to the low stage of water on the .bar. General Foster

and staff, myself, and Acting Master Hargous, then went aboard the Commo-
dore Barney, and were followed by the Oohasset. When just beyond Coxe's

two torpedoes exploded under the starboard bow of the Barney, producing a

lively concussion, and washing the decks with the agitated water. Some twenty
men were either swept or jumped overboard, two of whom are missing, and
may have been drowned. The engine of the vessel was partly disabled by the

cutting of the steam-pipe and the connexion of the steam-whistle. The Com-
modore Barney was then taken in tow by the Cohasset, and they came to an-

chor at Dutch Gap about half past seven. At half-past eight o'clock the Co-
hasset went up the river on picket duty.

The next morning at early daylight the Sangamon got under way, towed by
the Barney and Cohasset. Near Four Mile creek, about 5 a. m., the enemy
opened lire with artillery and musketry. The Sangamon and Barney returned

the fire. The Barney was disabled by a shot through the boiler, below the

water-mark. The tug was sent to her assistance, and got her off, she having

drifted ashore. The Sangamon anchored, the narrowness of the stream pre-

venting her from turning and going to the aid of the Barney. At half-past

seven a. m. the Sangamon again weighed, with the Barney in tow, and the Co-
hasset on the port side. About this time the army tug Jesup came up the

river, and assisted in towing the disabled vessel. At 9.25 a. m., when near

Turkey Island bend, the enemy opened with artillery and musketry, and re-

peatedly hit all the vessels, but did them no material damage, and injured no
one. The fire was briskly returned by the Barney and Jesup. At 9.45 the

firing ceased. For much of the time the vessels were exposed to a raking fire.

More than thirty round shot penetrated the Barney. The Jesup and Cohasset
were hit several times, and the Sangamon once in the port bow, making only a

slight indentation. The marks of musketry on the different vessels were almost

innumerable, the difficulty being rather to avoid than miss the targets. Below
City Point the tug-boat John Farron, which was left behind on our passage up
the river, came alongside, and assisted in towing. About 8 p. in, army boats

cast off, and Sangamon anchored below Deep Water shoals. Shortly after, the

Farron grounded, got off at daylight, and reached Newport News at 6 a. m. The
other vessels arrived and anchored shortly afterwards.

The casualties were few. Acting Master Cox, of the Cohasset, was killed by
a round shot, which porforated his body. Three men were slightly wounded
from musketry, and two were supposed to be drowned at the time of the ex-

plosion of the torpedoes.

Officers and crew all behaved with that characteristic gallantry which has
ever distinguished the navy.
The purpose of the reconnoissance was fully and satisfactorily accomplished.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GUERT GANSEVOORT,
Captain and Senior Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy; Washington, D. C.
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EXPEDITION UP THE PIANKATANK RIVER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, N. C, August 23, 1863.

Sir : I transmit enclosed a report (dated August 17) from Lieutenant Com-
mander Gillis, commanding United States steamer Commodore Morris, enclosing

report of Acting Master Hathaway, of the 17th instant, commanding Commo-
dore Jones, of an expedition up the Piankatank, in search of blockade runners,

from which it appears that Acting Master Hotchkiss, commanding United States

steamer General Putnam, was killed on the 17th instant, and three men wounded,
by the guerillas on shore. A man named Pritchard was captured, who is stated

to be a notorious blockade runner, and it appears, from the enclosed, that he
acknowledges having fired upon our boats. He is now in confinement on board
the Commodore Morris, awaiting the action of the department.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Reai'-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James H. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Morris,

Off Yorktown, Va., August 17, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed I forward reports of Acting Master W. R. Hathaway, tempo-

rarily in command of the Commodore Jones, and also report of Acting Ensign
Charles A. Homans.

I regret that I have to report the death of Acting Master Commanding
Hotchkiss, shot by guerillas, and killed instantly, the shot passing nearly

through his neck ; three men were also wounded : John McDonald, ordinary

seaman, belonging to the General Putnam, severely ; Wm. H. Prospect, lands-

man, of the* Commodore Jones, severely; and Joseph Madden, seaman, also of

the Jones, slightly.

1 have sent the Commodore Jones to Fortress Monroe, with the body of Cap-
tain Hotchkiss, and the wounded men ; the former to be embalmed and sent to

his family, and the latter to be sent to the hospital.

I sent the expedition to the house of Thomas Hutchings, on account of in-

formation received from Captain Hotchkiss in regard to his being fired upon by
Hutchings and Pritchard, and also that obtained from the negro Warner, de-

tailed in my communication No. 75. The prisoner, Pritchard, acknowledges

that he has fired upon our boats, and that he has been engaged in running the

blockade. I have him on board in close confinement. Had Captain Hotchkiss

simply carried out my orders no casualty would have happened ; but his desire

to do all in his power to break up blockade running has caused the service the

loss of an energetic and efficient officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, *

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Acting Master Wm. R. Hathaway.

United States Steamer Commodore Jones,
Piankatank River, August 17, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 10th, I proceeded to the above-named

river, where I arrived at 8.30 p. m. After making signals to the General Put-

nam, which she answered, I sent the second cutter, in charge of 0. A. Homans,
acting ensign, to search for her. After a fruitless search of three hours he

returned, when I immediately ordered away the first and second cutters, the

first cutter in charge of Acting Ensign George W. Adams, the second I took

charge of myself, Acting Master Lewis accompanying me in his cutter. We
then started to find the General Putnam ; boarded her at 1.50 a. m., and at 2.20

a. m. got under way, and proceeded up river, towing the boats. At 3.20 came
to anchor ; sent the above-named boats in charge of the same officers, also ac-

companied by the General Putnam's cutter, in charge of Acting Master Com-
manding Hotchkiss. We landed, as you ordered, at Hutchings's house, sur-

rounded it, and stationed our pickets. At daylight searched the house ; found

concealed up the chimney a man who answers to the name of Pritchard, whom
we took prisoner; in the barn-loft we found concealed one (1) large box of to-

bacco and eight (8) small boxes of tobacco, marked and directed to Richmond.

Our pickets seeing a man run through the woods fired at him, but missed him;

but he lost his hat, which we secured, and found the name of Thomas Hutch-
ings written inside.

Having secured our tobacco and prisoner, we proceeded on board. I then

went on board the General Putnam, when Acting Master Commanding Hotch-
kiss informed me there was a rebel schooner up river in a creek, also a canoe,

which had run the blockade, and a launch. I went on board, and got under

way in company. After proceeding up river about five miles, anchored at a

ereek ; called away both cutters, in charge of same officers, the Putnam manning
two boats, the gig and cutter. We then proceeded up the creek in the following

order : The gig of the General Putnam, Acting Master Commanding Hotch-
kiss in charge ; Morris boat ; first cutter of Jones ; second cutter of Jones ; and
General Putnam's cutter bringing up the rear. Immediately on rounding a

point in the creek we were fired upon by rebel soldiers and guerillas. We re-

turned the fire with spirit, but they having the advantage, owing to their being

in the woods, we were obliged to retreat. Acting Master Commanding Hotch-
kiss was killed, two of his men wounded, also two of the Jones's men who
were in the second cutter ; the cutter received four shots, the first cutter one shot.

Immediately on returning we got under way, Acting Master Lewis having the

General Putnam in charge. We commenced shelling the woods, and continued

to do so for about four miles down the river, when I took the General Putnam
in tow and proceeded to Yorktown.

Respectfully, &c,
W. R. HATHAWAY,

Acting Master, Comd'g U. S. Steamer Commodore Jones.

Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gillis,

Commanding U. S. Stea?ncr Commodore Morris.

10 N
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DESTRUCTION OF THE BLOCKADE RUNNER HEBE, ANGLO REBEL STEAMER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, N. C, August 24, 1863.

Sir : At daylight on the 18th instant the steamer Hebe attempted to run
into Wilmington by the New Inlet entrance.

Being headed off by the Niphon, Acting Ensign Breck commanding, she
chose to head ashore a few miles above Fort Fisher, (on Federal Point,) and
her crew escaped in boats. It was then blowing a gale from the northeast,

with a heavy sea.

As there was no prospect of getting the Hebe off, she was set on fire by a
boarding party from the Niphon, or by the shells of the Niphon and Shoko-
kon, Lieutenant W. B. Cushing commanding, after the boarding party had been
captured by the enemy, who, with two pieces of artillery and riflemen, well

protected by the sand hills close by, fired sharply upon the boarding party and
upon the vessels, whose firing was affected by the heavy swell.

The Niphon lost two boats, which were swamped, and fifteen persons, by
capture principally, viz : Acting Ensign W. H. Orowningshield, Acting Mas-
ter's Mate John Paige, Acting Third Assistant Engineer William Mason, five

petty officers, five seamen, and one ordinary seaman. Of the Niphon's board-

ing party, Acting Ensign Dewey and three men were saved by the boats of the

Shokokon and Niphon.
Acting Ensign Breck reports very favorably of the good and gallant con-

duct of Acting Ensign Crowningshield and the officers and men with him.

Lieutenant Cushing and Acting Ensign Breck deserve credit for their good
conduct on this occasion.

The Hebe is an iron propeller, and, like the Kate, she was as thoroughly

burned as the water in her would allow.

On my return to the blockade here from a brief and active tour of duty in

the sounds, I moved this and other vessels to the wreck, which the enemy was
protecting and discharging of some damaged cargo.

The enemy was driven off, and two rifled pieces (one a Whitworth) captured

and brought off, with some ammunition.

The wreck was fired into as a target and with a view to the effective destruc-

tion of the boilers and machinery, as the latter could not be saved.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional despatch of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
Hampton Roads, Va., September 9, 1863.

Sir : The following reports refer to the movement I made on the morning of

the 23d ultimo, referred to in my No. 792, of August 24.

The reports enclosed are :

1. Commander T. H. Patterson, (August 23,) of the James Adger, enclosing

report of ammunition expended.
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2. Commander N. B. Harrison, (August 23,) of the Minnesota, enclosing re-

port of ammunition expended.

3. Fleet Captain P. Crosby, (September 8.)

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g N A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rejpoi't of Commander T. H. Patterson, commanding United States steamer

James Adger.

United States Steamer James Adger,

Off New Inlet, N. C, August 23, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders of this

morning, I steamed towards the Hebe, lying close to the beach, about six miles

north of Fort Fisher, the Niphon leading, and the flag-ship following this

vessel.

At 8.10 a. m., when within about five hundred yards of the Hebe, in obe-

dience to a general signal, I opened fire on the enemy, which was immediately

returned by them, who were in some force, with two pieces of artillery in posi-

tion on sand hummocks, about one hundred yards from and abreast of the

Hebe.
I approached the Hebe within three hundred yards, and sent a boat, in charge

of Acting Ensign Charles F. Keith, accompanied by Acting Second Assistant

Engineer John Carver, to ascertain if it was practicable to haul her off, and the

condition of her engines. The enemy, on discovering the boat, opened a fire

on her with musketry and from a Whitworth gun. Shortly after she reached

the Hebe she was recalled, in obedience to signal from the flag-ship, and, in re-

turning, was fired on as before ; but I am happy to be able to state that, except

a very slight flesh wound received by John Deuchars, boatswain's mate, no one

in her was injured, neither did the boat sustain the slightest damage.
While the boat was absent it was necessary to keep this vessel as near the

Hebe as the depth of water would admit, and in one position. During this

time the enemy appeared to concentrate their fire on this vessel, and struck her

hull three times, several shot ricochetting closely over us. One Whitworth
shot cut two of the second rim braces of the starboard wheel, which broke the

shot. Large fragments of it then passed through the starboard bulwarks and
lodged in the port side. A second shot passed through the air-jacket, smoke-
pipe of donkey boiler, cut in two an iron main-rope stanchion on port side of

hurricane deck, and through both sides of port waist boat, destroying all her

oars. A third shot passed through the starboard side, about three inches above
the berth deck, demolished a mess chest, cut through five planks of the berth

deck over the starboard boilers, then broke in two, one piece lodging on the

deck, and the other passing between it and the boiler, tearing some of the felt

off the latter.

After getting my boat alongside I moved a short distance to the southward,
and continued my fire on the enemy until called off by signal from the flags-hip.

About 9.15 a. m. the enemy ceased firing, and made no further demonstration.

Following the motions of the flag-ship, I commenced firing at the Hebe with
shell from the 9-inch pivot, unloaded shell from the Parrott, and solid shot from
the 32-pounders.

At 10.15, in obedience to signal, passed within hail of the flag-ship, and re-
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ported in person to you, when I was directed to send a boat from this vessel to

co-operate with others from the squadron in embarking the abandoned guns of

the enemy. I moved this vessed to the position assigned me, to observe any
movements on the part of the enemy and protect the working parties.

At 2.30 p. m., the guns having been embarked, my boat returned, and, in

obedience to signal, I left my position near the Hebe, and at 5 proceeded to

occupy my station on the blockade off New inlet, North Carolina.

Though the force opposed to us this morning was not great, it was sufficient

to develop the character of the officers and men, and their conduct was all that

could be desired. Permit me, sir, to bring to your notice the coolness and good
conduct of Acting Ensign Charles F. Keith and Acting Second Assistant En-
gineer John Carron ; also that of the boat's crew while under a sharp fire from
a Whitworth gun and musketry in going to and returning from the Hebe.

Enclosed herewith I forward a report of the ammunition expended.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. H. PATTERSON, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, off New Inlet, N. C,

Acting Gunner Pennington 's report of ammunition expended by tJie James
Ads;er.v&

United States Steamer James Adger,

Off New Inlet, N C, August 24, 1863.

Sir : I very respectfully sul mit the following report of ammunition expended
on board this ship while engaging the rebel batteries and destroying wrecked
steamer, August 23, 18G3 :

Shells loaded and fuzed, 9-inch, 5" 34
Do. do. 6-inch, 5" 31
Do. do. 20-pounder rifle, 4" 10
Do. do. do. 3" 9

Shells empty, 20-pounder rifle 20

Total 104
Solid shot, 32-pounder 59

Total shell and shot 163

90 6-pound charges common powder. 540 pounds.

34 10-pound do. do. « 340 do.

39 2-pound do. do. 78 do.

Total amount of powder 958 do.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. PENNINGTON, Acting Gunner.
Commander T. H. Patterson,

Commanding U. S. Steamer James Adger,



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 149

Report of Commander N. B. Harrison, commanding U. S. S. Minnesota.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, N. G, August 23, 1863.

Sir: This morning, in obedience to your order, I steamed toward the wreck
of the Hebe, lying on the beach about half way between Fort Fisher and
Masonborough Iulet. The Niphon and James Adger were sent ahead to report

soundings and cut off the retreat of the enemy, by the beach, to F'ort Fisher,

and enfilade him if he remained. The ship was brought within six hundred
yards of the wreck, when a two-gun rifled battery was discovered behind the

sand hill just back of and near to the wreck. Several shot from this battery

passed over, between our masts, and one struck under the sill of No. 9 port,

cutting two planks half way through. At 8.30, having got the range whilst

waiting for the Adger, recalled boat to get out of the line of fire ; opened on the

battery with 5" shell, beginning with the forward gun 1, and firing in succession

aft. The practice was good, and soon caused the enemy to cease firing and to

abandon his guns, as was ascertained by a boat sent from this ship in charge of

Acting Master Coop.

The Flebe being full of water, we opened a deliberate fire for the purpose of

destroying her boilers and machinery. At 10.30 sent the launch and four cut-

ters, in charge of Fleet Captain Crosby, on shore to bring off the guns. At
2.30 the boats returned, having accomplished the purpose. Chief Engineer
Garvin could not ascertain the condition of the Hebe's boilers and machinery,
owing to the quantity of water in the vessel.

Enclosed I send a report of ammunition expended, from the gunner.

I am, respectfully,

N. B. HARRISON, Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Gunner Homer's report of ammunition expended on the Minnesota.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, August 24, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of ammunition expended on
board this ship while engaged with rebel battery and destroying the wreck of
the Hebe:

Fourteen 11-inch shell, loaded and fuzed, 5"; one hundred and eleven 9-incli

ditto, 5"; twenty-one 9-inch ditto, 10"; three 150-pounder ditto, percussion;
ten 150-pounder ditto, 5"; six 100-pounder ditto, 5"; three 11-inch shot; one
150-pounder shot; three 100-pounder shot; nineteen hundred and seventy-
seven pounds of common powder.

Very respectfully, &c,
CHARLES W. HOMER, Gunner.

Commander N. B. Harrison,
Commanding United States Flag-Ship Minnesota.
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Report of Fleet Captain Pierce Crosby.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,
At Sea, September 8, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 23d ultimo, I landed with the boats

from this ship and brought off the battery, consisting of two gims, used against

us by the rebels, near the wreck of the blockade runner Hebe, they having
been abandoned and the enemy driven off by the fire of our guns.

The following is a description of guns, ammunition, and articles belonging to

them, which we brought on board, viz

:

One Whitworth rifled gun, three-inch calibre; extreme length, eight feet tea

inches; length of bore, eight feet four inches; and marked Whitworth Ordnance
Co., No. 46, Patent 1861, Manchester; one field-carriage for the same, marked
No. 220; one caisson for the same; one limber for the same; three ammunition
boxes for the same; twenty-four shot; eight shell; three sights; thirty-five

charges for the Whitworth gun ; one extractor for the same ; one rifled gun,

four-inch calibre; extreme length, six feet eleven inches; length of bore,, five

feet five inches; marked Fawcett, Preston & Co., Liverpool, 1862; one field-

carriage for the same; one sight for the same; eighteen shell for the same.

There was a quantity of rubbish on the beach, such as an old sail, rope, and
two boats badly stove, which I had burned up ; also some three or four bales

containing cloth and blankets, and about three bales of the same which had
been broken open and scattered on the beach prior to our landing; all of which
had been damaged by fire, water and dirt.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PIERCE CROSBY, Fleet Captain.

Acting Hear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Additional letter of Acting Hear-Admiral JLee, transmitting reports,

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, N. C, August 24, 1863.

Sir : I transmit, enclosed, the following reports respecting the stranding and
destruction of the steamer Hebe whilst attempting to run the blockade into

Wilmington, N. C, on the 18th instant, viz :

No. 1, from Captain Case, United States steamer Iroquois, of the 21st instant,

enclosing copy of

—

A. Report from Acting Ensign Ereck, commanding United States steamer

Niphon, dated 18 August.
B. Report of Acting Ensign Dewey, United States steamer Niphon, dated

August 18.

C. Report from Acting Assistant Paymaster Barker, United States steamer
Niphon, giving list of officers and men lost on this occasion, and dated August 18.

I). Report, dated August 18, from Acting Master's Mate Porteous, United
States steamer Niphon, of arms lost and ammunition expended.
E. Copy of report from Acting Ensign Breck, commanding United States

steamer Niphon, dated August 20.

Lieutenant Cushing's report has not yet been received.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral Comd'g N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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No. 1.

Letter of Captain A. L. Case.

United States Steam-Sloop Iroquois,

Off Beaufort, N. C, August 21, 1863.

Sir : I liav3 the honor to transmit herewith a copy (marked A) of the report

of Acting Ensign Breck, of the driving- ashore and destruction of the steamer
Hebe, with other papers in relation thereto, marked, respectively, B, 0, D, and E.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. LUDLOW CASE,
Captain United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comd'g North Atla?dic Blockading Squadron.

A.

Report of Acting Ensign J. B. Breck, commanding United States steamer

Niphon.

United States Steamer Niphon,

Off New Inlet, N. C, August 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of this date, (it blowing

a gale of wind from NE.)at 4.45 a. m., saw a steamer burning black smoke about

five miles N. by W. of us, Fort Fisher bearing W.SW. of us four miles.

Stood for her to head her off, and when within about a mile the blockade runner

(which proved to be the Hebe) up helm and run in shore, the crew of the

steamer escaping in boats.

Sent Acting Ensign W. W. Orowningshield, (executive officer,) Acting Ensign
E. H. Dewey, Third Assistant Engineer Wm. Mason, and a boat's crew of seven

men. They succeeded in getting on board, but the boat was swamped alongside.

Mr. Crowningshield's orders were to set her on fire, as there was no possibility of

getting her off, on account of the heavy sea. I sent two other boats, and the

steamer Shokokon, which had now come to our assistance, sent one. One of

my boats was driven on shore and the crew taken prisoners by some cavalry

oldiers. The other boat succeeded in getting Ensign Dewey and one man off;

the Shokokon's boat getting two men. I again sent the remaining boat to

endeavor to rescue Mr. Orowningshield and those with him, but unfortunately it

was capsized, but I think all succeeded in getting on shore and were taken
prisoners.

On both trips Acting Master's Mate Paige had charge of the boat. Some fifty

or sixty riflemen, besides the cavalry, kept up a constant fire upon us and upon
the men on board the steamer, we being in about half rifle range. A Whitworth
two-gun battery kept up a constant fire also at point-blank range, but, strange

to say, no one was hurt by either rifles or large shot.

Our running rigging was somewhat cut up, and we have a great many marks
of bullets about our masts and bulwarks, but no damage of consequence, except
the loss of our three boats.

Mr. Orowningshield, finding that we could not rescue him, set fire to her

thoroughly, jumped overboard with his officers and men, and no doubt reached
the shore.

We saw some men lying on the beach killed, but if ours or the enemy's I
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do not know. We shelled them for three hours, until we saw the flames break
out through her, and that her destruction was sure, when we stood off shore,

the sea being so high that it was dangerous for the Niphon to remain any longer,

she being very light, having only fifteen tons of coal on board.

All hands, both officers and men, did their duty well. I enclose Ensign
Dewey's report to me. The Shokokon was of great assistance, standing in and
drawing the enemy's fire.

To Mr. Crowningshield and the officers and men with him the destruction of

the Hebe is due, and I have only to regret their loss.

The Hebe's cargo consisted of drugs, coffee, clothing, and provisions. She
is an iron propeller, of the same description as the Kate. The state of the

weather only prevented our getting her off without damage.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. BRECK,
Commanding United States Steamer Niphon.

Captain A. Ludlow Case,
Commanding United States Steamer Iroquois,

and Senior Officer present off New Inlet, N~. C.

B.

Report of Acting Ensign E. H. Dewey.

U. S. Steamer Nlphon, off New Inlet, N. C,
August 18, 1863.

Str : I have the honor to report that, in company with Acting Ensign H. H„
Crowningshield, in charge of boat, and Acting Third Assistant Engineer H.
Mason, I proceeded on board the prize steamer Hebe, with orders to fire her, in

the second cutter. We found her hard and fast aground in seven feet of water.

She was evidently from Bermuda, bound to Wilmington, with a full cargo of

coffee, drugs and medicines, clothing, and a few bales of silk. On arriving on
board we found the engines still in motion, but the engineer finding no water in

the boilers, and no means of getting any into them, hauled the fires. He im-

mediately commenced gathering together combustibles in the after cabin and
fore hold, using bulkheads, furniture, &c, to spread the flames, should it be-

come necessary to burn her. At 5.45 the first cutter, in charge of Cockswain
John C. Laroach, with four men, came to run a line to us from our ship, but
the line parted, the boat swamped, and the crew waded ashore, which was
within ten rods of where the Hebe lay. I immediately ordered them to aban-

don their attempts to save our boat, and take possession of one of three of the

Hebe's boats, which were lying abreast of her on the beach, and come off to

the steamer. The men, headed by Laroach, started to execute my order, but
just as they arrived at the boat three rebel cavalrymen on shore, about one
hundred and fifty yards distant, opened fire with rifles upon us on board the

steamer, which fell about fifty yards short. Laroach, followed by his boat's

crew, ran up the banks and surrendered themselves.

At 8 a. m. a cavalry force of about forty men came down under cover of the

bank and opened a rapid fire of musketry upon us. We immediately hauled

our boat alongside, set the ship on fire fore and aft, and made preparations to

abandon her ; but while alongside, our boat was stove in and filled, and we
were forced to abandon the idea of leaving her. We immediately put out the

fires, and made signals to our vessels for assistance. All of this time a rapid

fire from the enemy was kept up at the steamer.

At 10.30 a. m, the Shokokon and our ship sent boats to our assistance.
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As the sea was making a clean breach over us, it was impossible to bring the

boats alongside, so we were obliged to jump overboard and swim to them.

Theodore F. Naudin, Jedediah W. Green, Daniel Sullivan, and William S.

Vickery were in this manner rescued ; the rest, being unable to swim, were

forced to remain on board.

The Shokokon's boat having a line fast to her from the ship, I took a small

line and jumped overboard with it for the purpose of taking it to her boat to

assist those remaining on board to get off, narrowly escaping drowning, having

been knocked forcibly by a sea twice against the propeller, though I succeeded

in my attempt to run the line to the boat, when she made it fast and hauled

alongside of her own vessel. I then returned to the ship, leaving on board
Acting Ensign and Executive Officer H. H. Crowningshield, Third Assistant

Engineer H. Mason, Boatswain's Mate William A. Cooper, Captain of Forecastle

Timothy Driscoll, and seaman Peter Hyland.
I would most respectfully recommend for your consideration the following

men, who particularly distinguished themselves for their gallantry and good
behavior while on board the Hebe ; they worked with alacrity, and attended

strictly to the business of gathering combustibles to fire her with, and, although

there were several cases of liquors on board, yet, instead of drinking it, they
broke the bottles and poured the contents upon the fuel. Their names are as

follows : William A. Cooper, boatswain's mate ; Timothy Driscoll, captain of

forecastle; Jedediah W. Green, cockswain; Peter Hyland, Theodore Naudin,
William S. Vickery, seamen, and Daniel Sullivan, landsman.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. DEWEY,
Acting Ensign United States Steamer Niphon.

Acting Ensign J. B. Bkeck,
Commanding United States Steamer Niplwn.

C.

Report of Acting Assistant Paymaster Barker of the missing officers and crew

of the ISiphon.

United States Steamer Niphon,

Off New Met, N. C, August 18, 18G3.

Sir : The following is a list of officers and crew missing from this vessel,

viz : William H. Crowningshield, acting ensign ; John Paige, acting master's
mate ; William Mason, acting third assistant engineer ; William A. Cooper,
boatswain's mate ; Frank Hansel, carpenter's mate ; John C. Leroach, captain
forecastle

; Timothy Driscoll, captain forecastle ; Bernard Hughes, second class

fireman ; Peter Hyland, Theodore F. Naudin, John Grey, Charles Thompson,
and John Reynolds, seamen ; Robert Carr, ordinary seaman ; John A. Rodgers,
landsman.

Respectfully, &c,
THEODORE BARKER,

Acting Assistant Paymaster.
J. B. Breck,

Commanding United States Steamer Niphon.
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D.

Report of Acting Master's Mate James Porteous of ammunition, fyc, expended
and lost.

United States Steamer Niphon,

Off New Inlet, Wilmington, N C, August 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the amount of ammunition, shell,

rifles, pistols, and cutlasses, expended and lost this day during the running
ashore and destruction of the blockade-runner steamer Hebe, as follows, viz :

Five revolvers, six rifles, nine pistols, ten cutlasses, fifty-four 32-pounder shell

and cartridges, twenty-six Parrott shell and cartridges, thirty-two howitzer shell

and cartridges, ninety-five rifle shell and cartridges, fifty revolver cartridges, ten

musket cartridges, and one battle-axe.

Your obedient servant,

JAMES PORTEOUS,
Acting Master's Mate, in charge of Powder Division.

J. B. Breck,
Co?nmanding United States Steamer NipJwn.

E.

Additional report of Acting E?isign Breck.

United States Steamer Niphon,

Off New Inlet, N. C, August 20, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I stood down near the wreck of the

Hebe, and found her high up on the beach. She appeared to be burnt out

inside, and her foremast gone. She also seemed full of water and the sea

breaking over her. Her boats and those of this steamer were hauled up on the

beach ; also some other small articles from the wreck. A large number of

people were on the shore near the Hebe.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. BRECK,
Commanding United States Steamer NipJwn.

Captain A. Ludlow Case,
Com?nanding United States Steamer Iroquois,

and Senior Officer present off' New Inlet, N C.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, transmitting Lieutenant Coinmander

Cashing's report.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, N. C, August 28, 1863.

Sir : I transmit, enclosed, the report, dated 24th instant, of Lieutenant Cush-

ing, commanding the Shokokon, respecting the part taken by him on the 18th

in rescuing the boats' crews of the Niphon and in destroying the anglo rebel

steamer Hebe.
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This report was not received until the 26th instant, or it would have accom-

panied my report of the 24th instant (No. 792) on that subject.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander W. B. Cushing, commanding United States

steamer Shokokon.

United States Steamer Shokokon,
Of Wilmington,.N. C, August 24, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that early on the morning of the 18th I dis-

covered a steamer ashore about eight miles to the northward of Fort Fisher.

Stood in and found it to be the anglo rebel steamer Hebe. She was on the

beach, and the gunboat Niphon was near, making preparations to board her.

One of Niphon's boats succeeded, it going alongside, but was stove, leaving the

crew on the deck of the prize. It was blowing a gale from the northeast,

making it lee-shore for us, and in the heavy sea two more boats, belonging to

the Niphon, were swamped and their crews either shot, drowned, or taken pris-

oners by the enemy, who kept up a constant fire from infantry and artillery.

I now sent a boat in, and succeeded in rescuing two of the Niphon's men.
After throwing a shell into the Hebe forward to warn the three men to leave

her, and having seen them reach the beach, we commenced a heavy fire that

soon riddled her. Twice she was on fire from our shells, and twice the sea

extinguished the flames; but just after a shell exploded abaft the smoke-stack,

her decks blazed up, and continued to burn until she was a wreck. Our fire

was kept up at from one to three hundred yards range. The rebel artillery was
used against us about four hours, but all their shell passed over, and did no
injury. The vessel was somewhat marked up by musket bullets.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. CUSHING,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

DESTRUCTION OF BLOCKADE RUNNING SCHOONER ALEXANDER COOPER.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Wilmington, North Carolina, August 28, 1863.

Sir: I transmit enclosed the interesting report of Lieutenant Cushing, re-

specting the destruction of the blockade-running schooner Alexander Cooper,
in New Topsail inlet, on the 22d instant.

Lieutenant Cushing had previously communicated his plan to me and received

my authority for undertaking it. This was a handsome affair, showing skill

and gallantry. I regret that the contrabands, who, under orders, assisted our
little band and thereby were compromised, could not have been brought off. I
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recommend Mr. Cony for promotion to acting master, and approve of Lieutenant

Oushing's recommendation to promote Robert Clifford to master's mate.

I Lave the honor to be, very respectfully,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant IV. B. Gushing, commanding the Shokohon.

United States Ship Shokokon,

CTff Wilmington, North Carolina, August 25, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that we have destroyed the blockade-run-

ning schooner Alexander Cooper, under the following circumstances. On the

12th, I made a reconnoissance with boats in New Topsail inlet, and was driven

out by the fire of four pieces of rebel artillery stationed opposite the mouth,
but not before I had discovered a schooner at a wharf some six miles up the

sound. This schooner I determined to destroy, and as it was so well guarded
I determined to use strategy.

On the evening of the 22d the Shokokon anchored close in to the sea beach,

about five miles from the inlet, and I sent ashore two boats' crews, who shoul-

dered the dingin and carried it across the neck of land that divides the sea from
the sound. This was about half a mile in width and covered with a dense

thicket.

The crossing placed my men some miles in rear of the artillery force guarding
the entrance. The dingin being launched in the inside waters, six men, under
my ex-officer Acting Ensign James S. Cony, started with orders to capture or

destroy anything that might be of use to the enemy.
Now it seems that a 12-pounder howitzer was stationed at the point for which we

were aiming, and the smoke-stack of my steamer having been seen over the

trees, the commandant of the post, Captain Adams, had come down from the

main camp to insure a bright lookout. While the rebels at the schooner's mast-

heads were straining their eyes in looking to the southward, my boat was ap-

proaching in the other direction, and the men succeeded in landing about fifty

yards from the wharf without being discovered. The master-at-arms, Robert
Clifford, crept into the rebel camp and counted the men, and having returned

to his shipmates, a charge was ordered, and our seven men bore down on them
with a shout. In a moment the enemy (who outnumbered us three to one) were
routed, leaving in Mr. Cony's possession ten prisoners, including Captain

Adams and Lieutenant Latham, one 12-pounder army howitzer, 18 horses, one
schooner, and some extensive salt works. Mr. Cony then threw out two
pickets, detailed two men to guard the prisoners, and with the remaining two
fired the vessel and salt works. These were thoroughly consumed.
The object of the expedition being accomplished, my men returned to this

vessel without loss, bringing with them three of the prisoners, all that the boat

would contain. The rebel officers and privates were dressed alike, and Mr.

Cony was at a loss to know what three to retain. He settled the matter, how-
ever, by picking out the three best looking ones, who all turned out to be pri-

vates. So the officers owed their safety to their lack of physique—a new fea-

ture in military strategy.

While this was going on at the main land, my pickets on the beach side,

under Acting Master's Mate Proudfit, engaged and repulsed the rebel picket
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force in that quarter without loss on our side. The manner in which my orders

were carried out is highly creditable to Mr. Cony, who is, I beg leave to state,

a good officer, seaman, artillerist, and navigator. The names of the men who
made this daring charge are Robert Clifford, master-at-arms ; Henry Mansfield,

cockswain ; Edward Brit, ordinary seaman ; James Walingfbrd, captain of fore-

castle ; Herman P. Loss, landsman ; Henry Vonversen, ordinary seaman.

Clifford has volunteered on no less than four occasions of danger since I have

been aboard, and never fails to do his duty. He is qualified for promotion to

master's mate. All are good men. This schooner cleared from New York for

Port Royal, South Carolina, with an assorted cargo, and was towed once out-

side the line of blockade by a gunboat. I shall try to learn the names of the

'patriotic citizens of my State who entered into this little speculation.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. GUSHING,
Lieutenant Com?nanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding N. A. B. Squadron, off Wilmington, N. C.

JOINT NAVY AND ARMY EXPEDITION TO MATTHEWS COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., October 10, 1863.

Sm : On my return from Washington, on the 29th ultimo, I stopped at York-

town and communicated with Lieutenant Commander Gillis. Measures were
progressing to suppress rebel boat expeditions from Matthews and Gloucester

to the Eastern Shore counties of Virginia, as the department was informed in

Captain Gansevoort's letter of the 28th ultimo. I subsequently communicated
personally with General Foster on the subject. The plan of operations is stated

in my communication of October 3d to Lieutenant Commander Gillis, (a copy
of which is herewith enclosed, marked A.) The results of the expedition are

stated in the enclosed report of the 8th instant, from Lieutenant Commander
Gillis, marked B.

The prisoner, E. McGuire, acting master in the rebel navy, is reported to

belong to Hog island, Virginia, north of Cape Charles. He was probably en-

gaged in the capture of vessels made in that vicinity, as reported in my No.
841 of September 30.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of (he Navy, Washington, D. C.

INSTRUCTIONS TO LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JAMES H. GILLIS.

United States Flag-Ship Minnesota,

Off Newport News, Va., October 3, 1863—10.30 p. m.

Sir : I send the Stepping Stones and Ceres to assist you. General Foster
was on board to-day, and informed me that the troops would leave Yorktown
Sunday morning, and that the gunboats should leave there Monday morning
to co-operate with them. A despatch received from him at ten o'clock to-night

informs me that the troops and gunboats have gone. But for this change of
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plans, I should have had the Alert, now on picket duty, ready to join you.

The general thinks the main point for the gunboats is up North river, where
there should be two navy and two army gunboats to co-operate with the troops.

He thinks, if his troops are prepared, that the portion sent towards East river

may embark in that river, and that there should be one navy and one army
gunboat there, where, I understand, he would have some transports. The gun-

boats should go up this river as high as practicable, having due regard to the

width of the stream and the exposure to sharpshooters and musketry in force.

To prevent the escape of the rebels by water, the western bay shore and the

Piankatank should be guarded by gunboats.

I will send the Ceres to Mobjack bay in the morning if a pilot can be ob-

tained for her by that time.

Respectfully yours,

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron.

Lieutenant Commander J. H. Gillis, U. S. N.,

Commanding XI. S. Steamer Commodore Jones, Yorktown, Va.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. U. Gillis.

United States Gunboat Commodore Jones,

Off Yorktown, Virginia, October 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the movements of

the vessels in this portion of the North Atlantic blockading squadron during the

last four days.

Having made every arrangement with Brigadier General I. J. Wistar to co-

operate with him in a movement against the enemy in Matthews county, having

for its object the breaking up of an organization denominated the Marine Coast

Guard, I started on the morning of the 5th instant for Mobjack bay, accom-
panied by the naval gunboats Stepping Stones and Ceres, and the army gunboats

General Jesup, Smith Briggs, C. P. Smith, Flora Temple, and West End.
I had previously directed the General Putnam to meet me in Mobjack bay on
that day.

I directed Acting Lieutenant W. W. Kennison, in the Samuel Rotan, to cruise

off the mouth of Horn harbor, and Acting Master J. B. Studley, with the Young
Rover, to cruise off the mouth of Milford Haven, both vessels to send out boats

at night, and to use every effort and all vigilance to prevent the enemy making
their escape by water, on the east side, while the Ceres, Acting Master Foster,

cruised between New Point Comfort and the mouth of East river.

I sent the Stepping Stones, Acting Master Campbell, up North river, and
the General Putnam up East river to Williams's wharf. Having made these

dispositions of the naval vessels, I went up as far as the Piankatank with this

vessel, and returned the same evening and went up East river, where I remained
until the evening of the 7th instant, when the cavalry having all started on its

return, I went around into North river and communicated with the Stepping

Stones; and learning that no information had been received from General Wis-
tar, that the expedition had started back, returned this morning to East river,

where I could hear nothing more in regard to the movements of the troops.

I remained there until after ten o'clock, when I became satisfied that there

was no further need of my remaining at that place.

I returned to Mob-jack bay, found that the Smith Briggs and General Jesup
had come around from the Piankatank, and were on their way back to York-
town.
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I ordered the Stepping Stones and Ceres to report at Yorktown, and returned

with this vessel.

While up East river there were sent on board this vessel twelve prisoners

captured by the cavalry; they are now on board, but will be turned over to

Brigadier General Wistar in the morning. There are also seven on board the

Stepping Stones ; they also will be turned over to General Wistar in the morn-

ing. There are four commissioned officers amongst the prisoners, besides several

members of the Marine Coast Guard. A list of the prisoners accompanies this.

It has been found to be a very difficult matter to break up the organization, for

the reason that as soon as our cavalry is seen approaching, they (the rebels)

take to the woods, and knowing every path, find no difficulty in eluding pur-

suit in almost every instance.

Two brothers by the name of Smith were caught, and one of them having
fired upon and killed one of our cavalry, was summarily dealt with, having

been hung by the order of General Wistar ; the other was found at twelve

o'clock at night, with a pair of pistols in his pockets, riding along the road, and
upon being interrogated as to his business, said that he was out shooting crows;

but his answer not being satisfactory, he was brought in, and his fate will

probably be the same as that of his brother's ; his house has been a regular

rendezvous for the Coast Guard, and he has been extensively engaged in the

blockade-running business.

At the house of a Mr. Tabb three compasses were found, probably belonging

to the vessels recently captured in Wachapreague inlet. I have them on board.

The leader of the band of pirates, a man by the name of Bell, had his head-

quarters at the house of Tabb; and I have no doubt but what I shall yet be
able to capture him if he remains at that place.

One large boat, pulling twelve oars, was captured ; but in towing her, the stem
was pulled out and she sank. Quite a number of canoes were destroyed, and I

think that the expedition will have a good effect, as the impression has been left

that it is the intention to send frequent expeditions down into that section.

I learned on the morning I started that torpedoes had been planted in York
river, opposite to Rowan's Point, about sixteen miles from this place, and also

that they had been placed all along the York and Pamunkey rivers, at intervals

between that place and the "White House," and that all boats had been stopped
from going up or down, until after the gunboats had gone up. A man by the

name of Anderson, who lives on the York river, was heard to say that "the
Yankee gunboats would not hereafter be able to go up and down the river as

they had been in the habit of doing." I shall try and take up the torpedoes.

I have retained the Stepping Stones and Ceres until further orders from you.

They would be very useful here indeed, the former vessel especially, as she is in

every respect peculiarly fitted for the duty that would be required of her here,

being of light draught, and consuming but a very smill quantity of coal daily.

The Young Rover is almost worthless for this duty, as, with a good breeze,

she cannot make over four or five knots an hour, owing to her bottom being so

foul ; and her boiler is so far gone, that her steam power is not sufficient to be
of any use.

Please inform me what disposition I shall make of the compasses.
Hoping that this report will prove satisfactory,

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GILLIS,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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DESTRUCTION OF THE BLOCKADE RUNNER VENUS.

United States Steamship Nansemond,
Of New Met, Wilmington, N C, October 21, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the capture and entire destruction of the

blockade runner Venus, from Nassau to Wilmington, with a cargo of lead, drugs,

dry goods, bacon, and coffee.

This morning at 2.30 she attempted to run the blockade, but was discovered

by this vessel, and after a short chase overhauled ; when abeam I opened fire

on her, one shot striking her foremast, another exploding in her ward-room, a
third passing through forward and killing one man, and a fourth, striking under
the guard near the water-line, knocked in an iron plate, causing her to make
water fast ; she was run ashore. We boarded her at once, capturing her captain

and twenty-two of her officers and crew.

The United States steamer Niphon, Acting Master J. B. Breck, commanding,
which was lying near where she went ashore, came immediately to my assist-

ance. I ran a nine-inch hawser to the Venus, and Captain Breck sent a seven-

inch hawser to the Nansemond's bow, but all our efforts were unavailing, as the

tide had turned ebb, and she was going at least fourteen knots per hour when
she went ashore. Finding it impossible to move her, I ordered her to be set on
fire, which was done in three places by Acting Ensigns Porter and Henderson,
of this vessel. Our boat was for some time exposed to a sharp fire of musketry
from the beach, and the vessel was within range of one of the batteries. We
had just commenced shelling her machinery, when another vessel was seen off

shore, and by the light of the burning steamer I was able to give him one shot,

and started in pursuit, but it was so cloudy and hazy that we lost sight of him
again, and ran back, making the land to the northward. In the mean time

Captain Breck, with the assistance of the Iron Age, Lieutenant Commander
Stone, had completed the destruction of the Venus, her boilers naving been blown
up and her hull riddled with shell.

I have to express my thanks* to Captain Breck for the prompt assistance ren-

dered me by sending his boats to assist in carrying our heavy hawser, and by
sending a hawser to the Nansemond's bows ; his boats then reported to Acting
Ensign J. H. Porter, who was in charge of the Venus. The fire forward not

burning as well as was expected, he sent a boat on board in the morning and
rekindled it.

The Venus was 265 feet long, and 1,000 tons measurement, and is repre-

sented by her captain and officers to have been one of the finest and fastest

vessels engaged in running the blockade. She had the finest engines of any
vessel in this trade, and was sheathed completely over with iron. She drew
eight feet of water, and, when bound out last, crossed the bar at low water, with

over six hundred bales of cotton on board. The wrecks of the Hebe, Douro,
and Venus, are within a short distance of each other,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. II. LAMSON,
Lieutenant Com?na?iding.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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SOUTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON.

ATTACK UPON REBEL FORT AT GENESIS POINT, GREAT OGEECHEE RIVER.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, January 28, 1863.

Sir : Considering it desirable to test in every way the efficiency of the iron-

clads that had arrived, and to avail myself of their presence until others come, I

sent Commander Worden down to Ossabaw to operate up the Great Ogeechee
river, and capture, if he could, the fort at Genesis Point, under cover of which
the Nashville was lying, now fitted as a privateer and waiting to run the

blockade, and in case of success the railroad was also accessible.

I enclose a copy (marked No. 1) of Commander Worden's report, received at

midnight by the hands of Ensign Johnson, one of my aids, who, in one of our

armed tugs, witnessed and participated in the attack. He informs me that the

fort was a very formidable casemated earthwork with bomb-proofs, and mount-
ing nine guns, the firing from which was excellent.

We have obtained valuable information in the success of the working of the

15-inch gun, and although the Montauk was struck thirteen (13) times, she

received no injury.
# # ' # * * # # * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander John L. Worden, commanding United States Steamship
Montauk.

United States Steamship Montauk,
Great Ogeechee River, January 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this vessel, in tow of the United States

steamship James Adger, arrived off the bar, at Ossabaw sound, at 1.50 p. m. on
Saturday, 24th instant. I reported immediately to Captain Green, and on re-

turning to this vessel a thick fog set in. At 3.27 p. m. it lifted, so that I was
enabled to proceed up the channel, under the pilotage of Mr. Godfrey. At 5.10

p. m. the fog compelled us to anchor. The fog remained with us all day Sun-
day, being so dense that we were unable to proceed.

On Monday the fog hung with us most of the morning, during which time I
called the commanding officers of the Seneca, Wissahickon, Dawn, and C. P.
Williams together, and arranged our plans of attack. At 1.30 p. m. I got under
way, with Mr. Murphy as pilot, and stood up the river, anchoring just outside
of the range of Fort McAllister. During the afternoon the Seneca, Wissahickon,
the Dawn towing the C. P. Williams, came up and anchored in line astern. At
8 o'clock one boat from the Seneca and one from the Wissahickon, both in charge
of Lieutenant Commander Davis, proceeded up the river to reconnoitre and

11 N
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destroy the ranges of the enemy's guns which were placed near Harvey's Cut.

This service was performed well, and Lieutenant Commander Davis reported to

me. Just before midnight he went within a short distance of the obstructions of

spiles, and from appearances came to the conclusion that the obstructions were
protected by torpedoes.

At 7 o'clock this morning I got under way, followed by the vessels enumer-

ated, taking up a position about one hundred and fifty yards below the obstruc-

tions, at a point designated by a flag placed there by Lieutenant Commander
Davis last night. The other vessels anchored in line, about one and a quarter

miles astern.

At 7.35 a. m. we opened fire on the fort. After firing our 11 and 15-inch

guns once, the enemy opened a brisk fire upon us. In less than an hour we
had obtained our ranges, the enemy's fire slackening. Their practice was very

fine, striking us quite a number of times, doing us no damage. Most of their

shot struck inside of fifteen feet from us. Our practice was good, the enemy
replying only at intervals.

At 11.15 a. m., all our shells being expended, and finding our solid shot not

seriously affecting the enemy, I ordered the firing to cease, and stood down the

river. A rain storm and thick weather setting in, the other vessels were with-

drawn out of range. The enemy have a very strong position. I send the

Daffodil with this report, and shall await your further orders. I have no casual-

ties to report from any of the vessels.

Very respectfully yours, &c,
JOHN L. WORDEN, Commander.

Rear-Admiral S. F. Dupont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

CAPTURE OF THE STEAMER PRINCESS ROYAL.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, January 31, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the capture, on the morning of the 29th

instant, of the screw steamer Princess Royal, whilst attempting to run the

blockade into Charleston.

The following are the circumstances connected with the capture

:

At 3.15 a. m. a blue light was observed on the United States gunboat Una-
dilla, Lieutenant Commanding S. P. Quackenbush, in an easterly direction,

supposed to be from the schooner Blunt. The Unadilla slipped cable and stood

in shore in a northwesterly direction, guided by a rocket thrown up in the di-

rection in which the strange steamer was stearing. This rocket also appeared

to come from the Blunt. After standing in a mile and a half, Lieutenant Com-
mander Quackenbush observed a steamer standing along the land in the direc-

tion of Charleston. He fired two shots at her, when her course was altered

towards the beach, and she was run ashore. Two officers and an armed boat's

crew were immediately sent to take possession. She proved to be the iron

steamer (propeller) Princess Royal, last from Bermuda, four days out, and laden,

as far as he could learn, with rifled guns, arms, ammunition, steam-engines for

the iron-clads, and an assorted cargo.

On taking possession it was ascertained that the captain, supercargo, pilot,

and some of the petty officers and a passenger had left the ship when she struck,

and escaped to the shore, which fact was substantiated by the chief mate, under

supercargo and chief engineer, as well as by seeing the two missing boats lying

on the beach deserted.
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By the active exertions of Acting Master E. Van Sice and Acting Ensign

R. M. Cornell, of the Unadilla, assisted by boats' crews from the United States

steamers Housatonic and Augusta, and schooners Blunt and America, aided by
two of the engineers of the prize, she was got off without sustaining any
injury.

There not being sufficient coal on board of the Princess Royal to send her

north, she was ordered by the senior officer to this port to obtain a supply. No
papers pertaining to ship or cargo were found on board of her at the time, except

the shipping articles and a log-book ; but after her arrival here, Acting Master

Van Sice, of the Unadilla, the officer in charge of the prize, discovered, acci-

dentally, in looking over the side, certain papers which had lodged in the fender

in the attempt to throw them overboard. These refer principally to the cargo,

and with the papers before mentioned, (which were all that were found on
board,) will be forwarded to the United States district judge at Philadelphia.

The under supercargo, Hoxley, the chief mate, Shaw, the captain's clerk, a

young man named Hacksley, whose father is said to be interested in the cargo,

tvvo of the engineers, and several of the firemen, go north in the prize. The
rest of the crew will be sent by the first opportunity.

I desire to call the attention of the department to the fact that in this prize

are two complete engines, said to be of great power, and intended for iron-clads,

and respectfully submit whether an early use could not be made of them in two,

new iron-clads built to receive them.

I send the Princess Royal to Philadelphia under charge of Acting Master EL
Van Sice, executive officer of the Unadilla, for adjudication, not wishing to

expose such a valuable prize to any risk from gales off the Jersey coast, and I

have written to Commodore Stribling to render her every assistance he can should
there be ice in the Delaware.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B, Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

RAID OF REBEL IRON-CLADS UPON THE BLOCKADING FLEET OFF CHARLESTON..

Flag-Ship Waba«h,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, February 2, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report, that about 4 o'clock of the morning of the
31st ult., during the obscurity of a thick haze, two iron-clad gunboats came out
of Charleston by the main ship channel, unperceived by the squadron, and com-! -

menced a raid upon the blockading fleet.

Most of the latter were of the light class of purchased' vessels, two of the
heaviest men-of-war, the Powhatan and Canandaigua, being at this port coaling
and repairing.

The Mercedita was the first vessel attacked. Her officers and crew had L

been particularly watchful during the night, looking out for suspected vessels,
and at 3 o'clock had shipped cable and overhauled a ; troop steamer running -for -

the channel by mistake. She had returned to her anchorage, and Oapt. Stell--
wagen had gone to his room for a short time, leaving Lieutenant Commander .-

Abbot on deck, when one of the iron-clads suddenly appeared, her approach «

having being concealed by the haze and mist of the atmosphere.
The vessel was immediately hailed and an order given to fire ; but the iron-

clad being close aboard, and lying low in the wtater,. no guns could be brought
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to bear. A heavy rifle shell was fired from the enemy, which, entering the star-

board side of the Mercedita, passed through her condenser, the steam drum of

her port boiler, and exploded against the port side, blowing a hole in its exit

some four or five feet square, killing the gunner and, by the escape of steam,

scalding a number of the men, and rendering her motive power apparently useless.
' Unable to use his guns, and being at the mercy of the enemy, which was

lying alongside on his starboard quarter, all further resistance was deemed hope-

less by Capt. Stellwagen, and he surrendered. The crew and officers were
paroled, though nothing was said of the ship, the executive officer, Lieut. Com-
mander T. Abbott, having gone on board the enemy's gunboat and made the

arrangement.

The iron-clad leaving the Mercedita to her fate, to sink or not, next engaged
the Keystone State, Commander Le Roy, who was also attacked by the other.

Their fire was gallantly returned; but a shell exploding in the forehold of this

vessel, she was set on fire. Commander Le Roy kept off until it was got under,

when he steered again for one of the iron-clads, ordered full steam, and deter-

mined to try to run her down. The guns had been trained and depressed for a

plunging fire at the moment of collision, and the ship had acquired a speed of

twelve knots, when a shell or shot from the enemy passed through both steam-

chests, wholly disabling her boilers and rendering her powerless.

Ten rifle shell struck the Keystone State, two burst on the quarter deck,

but most of them struck the hull, being near and below the water line.

In the mean time, the Augusta, Commodore Parrott, the Quaker City, Com-
modore Frailey, and the Memphis, Acting-Lieutenant Watmough, kept up a fire

upon the enemy,diverting their attention from the Keystone State, which was soon

after taken in tow by the Memphis and drawn away from the fire. The Au-
gusta and Quaker City were both struck in their hulls, the Memphis only in

her rigging. The Housatonic, Captain Taylor, gave chase, and a shot from

her struck the pilot-house of one of the iron-clads, doing, it is thought, some
damage and carrying away one of her flags. The rebel vessels then passed to the

northward, receiving the fire of our ships, and took refuge in the swash-channel,

behind the shoals. The only casualties were on the Mercedita and the Key-
stone State. On the Keystone State they were very large ; about one-fourth

of her crew were killed and wounded, and among the former the medical officer

of the ship, Assistant Surgeon Jacob H. Gotwald, who was scalded to death

while rendering surgical aid to one of the wounded men. Nine of those who
died perished from [he escape of steam when the boilers and steam-chimn

were penetrated ; and among the wounded, the greater number received their in-

juries from the same cause.

As the Mercedita was the only vessel which surrendered, I have directed a

court of inquiry to examine into the circumstances of the case, as well as into

the terms under which the surrender was made. This investigation has been
asked for by Capt. Stellwagen. I received this intelligence on Saturday, at 3

p. m., by the Augusta, which ship immediately returned to Charleston. The
Mercedita soon after arrived, and the Keystone State in tow of the Memphis,
when the latter vessel was at once sent back to her station. The James Adger,
Commander Patterson, was also turned back as she was coming into Port

Royal, and ordered to Charleston, and the Powhatan, through the commendable
zeal of Capt. Gordon, was got ready by nine o'clock p. m. I had the channel

and bar buoys lightened, when she passed out safely.

I forward herewith copies of the reports of Capt. Stellwagen, Lieut. Com-
mander Abbot, and Commander Le Roy, (marked Nos. 1, 2, 3;) also the reports

of the casualties on board the Mercedita and the Keystone State, (marked Nos.
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4 and 5, ). On the Mercedita there were four killed and three wounded ; on

the Keystone State, 20 killed and 20 wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, fyc.

P. S.— Since the above despatch was written, and as the mail was about to

close, I received the report (herewith enclosed, marked No. 6,) of Captain Wil-

liam Rogers Taylor, of the Housatonic, the senior officer off Charleston, who,

however, was stationed at the northeast end of the line of blockade, near the

Rattlesnake shoaL
S. F. D. P.

Rear-Admira I.

P. S.— An additional statement just received from Commander Le Roy is

herewith enclosed, (marked No. 7.)

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral.

Report of Captain Stellwagen, commanding United States Steamer Mercedita.

United States Steamer Mercedita,
Port Royal, January 31, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that at 4.25 this morning two iron-clad rams, from

Charleston, in the obscurity of a thick haze, and the moon having just set, suc-

ceeded in passing the bar, near ship channel, unperceived by the squadron, and
made attack upon this ship, being first encountered.

Particular vigilance was exhibited by officers and men in expedition of vessels

to run the blockade.

At 3 a. m. we had shipped cable and overhauled a troop steamer running for

the channel by mistake. At 4 I laid down. Lieutenant Commander Abbott
was on deck, giving orders to Acting Master Dwyer about recovering the anchor,

when they saw a smoke and a faint appearance of a vessel close at hand. I

heard thern exclaim, " She has black smoke ;" "watch, man the guns," " spring

the rattle," " call all hands to quarters." Mr. Dwyer came to the cabin door,

telling me a steamboat was close aboard. I was then in the act of getting my
pea-jacket, and slipped it on as I followed him out

;
jumped to poop ladder, saw

smoke and a low boat, apparently a tug, although I thought it might be a little

propeller for the squadron.

I sang out, " Train your guns right on him, and be ready to fire as soon as

I order." I hailed, " Steamer ahoy ! Steer clear of us and heave-to. What
steamer is that ?" Then ordered my men, " Fire on him." Told him, " You will

be into us. What steamer is that
1

?" His answer to first or second hail was,

"Hallo !" The other replies were indistinct, either by intention or from being

spoken inside of his mail armor, until in the act of striking us with his prow,
when he said, " This is the Confederate States steam ram." I repeated the order,
" Fire ! Fire !

" but no gun could be trained on him, as he approached on the

quarter, struck us just abaft our aftermost 32-pounder gun, and fired a heavy
rifle through us diagonally, penetrating the starboard side through our Nor-
mandy condenser, the steam drum of port boiler, and exploding against port

side of ship, blowing a hole in its exit some four or five feet square.

The vessel was instantly filled and enveloped with steam. Reports were
brought to me, " Shot through both boilers," "fires put out by steam and water,"
" gunner and one man killed, a number of men fatally scalded, water over fire-
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room floor, vessel sinking fast." "The ram has cut us through at and below
water-line on one side, and the shell has burst at the other almost at water-edge."

After the ram struck, she swung around under our starboard counter, her

prow touching, and hailed : "Surrender, or I'll sink you! Do you surrender?"

After receiving reports, I answered, "I can make no resistance; my boiler is

destroyed." "Then, do you surrender?" I said, " Yes ;" having found my
moving power destroyed, and that I could bring nothing to bear but muskets
against his shot-proof coating.

He hailed several times to send a boat, and threatened to fire again. After

some delay, a boat was lowered, and Lieutenant Commander Abbott asked if

he should go in her, and asked for orders what to say. I told him to see what
they demanded, and to tell him the condition we were in.

He proceeded aboard, and, according to their demand, gave his parole on be-

half of himself and all the officers and crew. His report accompanies this.

The ram having been detained half an hour or more, ran out for steamer Key-
stone State, which vessel and three others we had tried to alarm by lights.

We saw a shell explode as it hit the ram, without injuring her. Saw the Key-
stone State was hit several times and saw the smoke and steam pouring from

her. The firing then receded to northward and eastward, and was pretty

brisk at the head of the line.

I set everybody to work taking care of wounded, pumping ship, stopping

leaks, examining engine, &c. About 6 a. m. got things in order to start, a
little steam on; hove anchor. The Stettin and Flag seeing our crippled state,

stood out to us. I told them they might be wanted to the northward to pick

up the men, the fighting now being over—(about 7^ p. m.)

In conclusion, I have to say that in this squadron, where all the vessels

were conspicuous for vigilance, this ship has never been found wanting. Every-
thing was done, the circumstances permitting, in a proper manner.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. S. STELLWAGEN, Captain,

Kear-Admiral S. F. Dupont, Sp.

Report of Lieutenant Commander T. Abbot, executive officer of the Mercedita,

United States Steamer Mercedita,
At Sea, off Port Royal, January 31, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order, I proceeded to the rebel ram and was re-

ceived by Lieutenants Parker and Shylock, and conducted by the former inside

of the house, where I was received by her captain (his name I did not learn.)

I told him I had come in the name of Captain Stellwagen to give up the United

States steamer Mercedita, she then being in a sinking and perfectly defenceless

condition. They asked me about the condition of our boats and number of

crew. I told him our boats were not large enough nor in a proper condition to

carry our number of crew. After he had privately consulted with her commo-
dore, he returned to me, saying that they had concluded to parole our officers

and crew, provided I would pledge my sacred word of honor, that neither I, nor

any of the officers and crew of the Mercedita, would again take up arms against

the Confederate States during the war, unless legally and regularly exchanged

as prisoners of war.

Believing it to be the proper course to pursue at that time, I consented. I

was then informed I could return to the Mercedita. I will here state, in this

report, that I was on deck at the time the smoke of the ram was discovered, and

in less than two minutes she was into us. Your order to fire into her could not
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be obeyed, as no gun in the ship could be depressed or trained to hit her, though

every effort was made, she being so low in the water, and coming upon us quartering.

We had only time to get the watch to their quarters, and before we could slip

our cable we were without steam, a shell having passed completely through the

ship and boiler.

I am, very respectfully,

T. ABBOT,
Lieutenant Commanding, and Executive Officer.

Captain H. S. Stellwagen,
United States Steamer, Mercedita.

Report of Commander Win. E. Le Roy, Commanding United States steamer

Keystone State.

United States Steamer Keystone State,
Port Royal, S., C. January 31, 1863„

Sir: I have to report that about 5 a. m. of this day, while at anchor off the

main entrance to the harbor of Charleston, S. C, this ship was approached by
what was supposed to be a steamer; but regarding her appearance as suspicious,

I ordered, the cable slipped, and fired a gun, which was responded to by a shell,

when I ordered the guns to be fired as they would be brought to bear upon the

object. On putting my head to the eastward, it was discovered that there was one
on either quarter. We made them out, from their peculiar construction, to be iron-

clads, after the model of the Merrimack. Owing to fire in the fore hold, we stood to

the northward about 10 minutes, and shoaling water, kept southeast about 10
minutes, to enable us to subdue the fire; and then I turned round, and, under
full steam, proposed attempting to run down the ram, but about 6 a. m. a

shell from one of them entered on the port side, under the forward wheel-house
guard, passing through port steam chimney, and landing in starboard, depriving

us of our motive power. Ten rifle shells struck the ship, and. two bursted on
the quarter deck, most of them striking the hull, being near and below the water-

line.

Our steam chimneys being destroyed, our motive power was lost, and our situa-

tion became critical; there were two feet of water in the ship, and leaking badly;

water rising rapidly; the fore hold on fire. Others of the squadron coming along,

the ram that had injured us so much altered her course, and before our wheels
entirely stopped we were enabled to get a hawser from the Memphis and were
taken in tow.

I regret to report our casualties very large—some 20 killed and 20 wounded.
Among the killed I have to mention the surgeon of the ship, Assistant Surgeon
Jacob H. Gotwold, who was killed whilst in the act of rendering assistance to

some of the wounded.
Captain Watmough, of the Memphis, kindly gave me the services of Acting

Assistant Surgeon Spencer H. Brown, to whom I feel much indebted for the at-

tention he has exhibited in caring for the wounded.
Being unable to communicate with the senior officer present personally "?

by signal, I deemed it my duty (Commander Frailey advising the step) to make
the best of my way to Port Royal, Commander Frailey, by my request, advising

the senior officer that I would leave in tow of the Memphis, unless he gave other

orders.

Accompanying please find list of casualties.

In conclusion, I beg to call attention to the desire manifested by all under my
command to destroy the enemy, and particularly to the cool and efficient manner
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in which I was seconded by Lieutenant Commander Thomas H. Eastman, the

executive officer of the ship.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. E. LE ROY, Commander.
Rear-Admiral S F. DuPont, U. S. N.,

Commanding United States South Atlantic

Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, South Carolina,

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon E. C. Mason of casualties on board tlie

Mercedita.

United States Steamer Mercedita,

Off Charleston, South Carolina, January 31, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of casualties which oc-

curred this morning on board this vessel when fired into by a so-called confederate

ram, name unknown.
The shell first passed diagonally through the captain's clerk and gunner's state-

rooms, through the steam chimney of the port boiler, carrying away the Normandy
condenser, exploding while passing through the opposite side of the ship in the

dispensary.

The immense amount of steam escaping from the steam chimney killed and
scalded some of the firemen and coal passers and one ordinary seaman.

Killed.—Jacob Amee, gunner, by the shell, it carrying away part of the sacrum,

left nates, and fracturing left thigh bone. He was in his state-room at the time

;

James Gale, second class fireman, scalded to death in the engine room.

Wounded.—John Riley, coal passer, mortally scalded, engine room; Alonzo
Rouse, first class fireman, slightly scalded, engine room; Peter Gallagher, first

class fireman, mortally scalded fire room; William Eastwood, first class fireman,

slightly, fire room; James Armstrong, ordinary seaman, slightly, on deck at

engine room hatch.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

0. H. MASON,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

H. S. Stellwagen,
Cajitain Commanding.

P. S.—Since the above report, two of the wounded have died, namely :—John
Riley, coal passer, died at 4.45 p.m. January 31; Peter Gallagher, first class

fireman, February 1.

Report of casualties on the Keystone State on the morning of January 31.

Killed.—Jacob H. Gotwold, assistant surgeon, scalded to death; Samuel W.
Bayle, surgeon's steward, ditto; James Barr and George A. Ireton, first class

firemen, ditto; Edward Livermore, orderly sergeant, ditto; William A. Graw,
corporal, ditto; Thomas Riley, marine, ditto; Robert McKinsey and Robert

Willinger, second class boys, (contrabands,) ditto; David L. Caldwell, seaman,

killed by shell; George Reynolds and William H. Clark, ordinary seamen,

ditto; John E. Bannon, Owen J. McGowan, and R. H. B. Thomas, landsmen,

ditto ; John W. Armstrong, William Deilz, John P. Conway, William Peyton,

and Patrick Herrick, marines, (privates,) ditto. Total 20.
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Wounded.—Penton Bellville, yeoman, face and hands scalded ; John W.
Wright, captain of the hold, face and hands slightly scalded ; Patrick Toftus,

hands, face, and side badly scalded; Robert A. Atkinson, ditto, slightly scalded;

Reuben A. Konk, second class fireman, face and hands slightly scalded ; Wil-

liam Toftus, ditto, face, hands, arms, and body badly scalded; James Hoosey,
captain of the head, hands, face, and neck scalded; Alexander McKnight and
Patrick Farren, ditto, face, hands, and neck slightly scalded ; Franc. Hight and
John McKenney, ditto, slightly scalded; John Burns and Hugh Golden, ditto,

face, hands, and neck badly scalded; Rendy Gould, second class boy, (contra-

band,) face and hands slightly scalded; William Coffin, quartermaster, slightly

in toe from shell; Moses O'Connor, ordinary seaman, injured in hip by splinters

;

Thomas Kelley, ditto, slightly in foot by shell; John Sullivan, landsman, toes

of both feet shot away—since dead; John Quinn, second landsman, gunshot
wound in thigh and back; Michael Scott, marine, wounded in toe from splinter.

Total 20

Report of Captain William Rogers Taylor, commanding United States

ship Housatonic.

United States Ship Housatonic,

Off Charleston, January 31, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that soon after 5 o'clock this morning firing

was heard to the southward and westward, which was continued for about half

an hour, during which time we counted the reports of eleven guns; there was
then a cessation of twenty minutes. I supposed that a simultaneous attempt

was making by several vessels to run the blockade. Just before 6 o'clock^the

firing was renewed, and the direction of the flashes gradually changed from
southwest to south. The firing, though continued longer than usual, was not

so rapid as to excite any apprehension in my mind. As the dawn approached
there steamers were discovered bearing about south by east, apparently heading

towards the lower end of the line. One of them was seen to be the Quaker City,

and I supposed that one of the others, at least, was a prize. About thirty

minutes past 6 o'clock the Augusta, the ship next below the Housatonic, (stationed

one mile south-southwest of her) made night signals ; they were not distinct,

but as she got under way, and ran immediately to the southward and westward,

I presumed she had discovered danger to the vessels in that quarter.

The cable of this ship Avas slipped instantly, and we steamed, under a full

head, after the Augusta. After we had been under way about ten minutes black

smoke was reported to the westward, and as soon as it was light enough to see,

an iron-clad ram, bearing the confederate flag, was discovered steering towards the

entrance of the harbor. She kept steadily on her course, and made no demon-
strations of coming towards us. In the mean time the Augusta had opened fire,

but it was some minutes before we could make out her opponent. About seven
o'clock another ram, under the same flag, was discovered to the southward and
westward, also heading towards the harbor. This ship was steered as close to

the shoal as the water would permit, running between the ram and our own
vessel. As soon as we got within range we opened fire upon her, which she

returned with deliberation. The fire on our part was kept up as long as she

continued within range. At no time did she deviate from the course she was
steering when we first saw her, except that she turned twice to, bring her stern

gun to bear upon us. Her shells struck near us and past us, but none hit us.

It was reported to me that we shot away her forward pilot-house and flag-staff;

appearances justified the supposition, and we afterwards saw men apparently
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engaged in erecting another flag-staff. Some of our shot and shells passed over

her, and I think she must have been struck several times. As she advanced
towards the harbor, small steamboats came out to meet her, as if to assist her in

getting in.

The firing having ceased by the withdrawal of the enemy, Captain Parrott,

of the Augusta, came on board and called my attention to the fact (which had
been observed, however,) of the Mercedita, Flag, Ottawa, and Stettin being no-

where in sight. Apprehensive that they had been destroyed, I directed him to

proceed without delay to their stations, in order to render any assistance that

might be necessary, and then to go to Port Royal and inform you of the events

of the morning. The Keystone State was at this time in tow of the Memphis,
and distant two or three miles ; the weather was unfavorable for signalling, and
I was steaming towards her, when the Quaker City came up and expressed a
desire to communicate. Commander Frailey reported having received a shell

in his engine room, and required several articles to repair the damage. He
informed me that the Keystone State had her boilers shot through, and that

there had been a great loss of life on board of her ; he also stated that the Mem-
phis had her in tow for Port Royal. Feeling that that was the best disposition

to be made of her, and seeing the Augusta in communication with her, I allowed

her to proceed, without making any further attempt to overtake her.

About half past ten o'clock the Flag came up and reported the capture of the

Mercedita, and that her officers and crew were paroled ; Commander Strong

also assured me of the safety of the Stettin and Ottawa.

The Augusta received a shell through her side, but there was no injury to any
person on board. About eleven o'clock the Stettin came up, and Acting Master
Van Alstine brought me a message from Lieutenant Commanding Whiting, of

the Ottawa, to the effect that the Isaac N. Smith had been captured the evening

previous in Stono, and that the Commodore McDonough was in danger. I

directed Commander Strong to proceed at once to that quarter, and to make
such arrangements as might appear best under the circumstances. Heavy firing

has been heard in that direction this afternoon.

I now determined to go to my former station to pick up the anchor, but was
unable to get hold of any landmarks, on account of the haze over the shore,

until about three o'clock. I would state that at no period from daylight up to

that time had the land been anywhere distinctly visible. On approaching my
anchorage, the two rams were seen lying in Maffitt's channel, close to the shore,

some distance to the northward and eastward of Fort Moultrie. They were
attended by several small steamers. About five o'clock they all went back into

Charleston harbor.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. ROGERS TAYLOR,
Captain, and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Co??im

,dg S. A. Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

Extract from log of Keystone State.

Between 4 and 5 a. m., 31st January, 1863, a gun was fired near, and sup-

posed to be the Mercedita, and some lights were seen. Soon after discovered a

dark object a little ahead of her, and then a column of black smoke was noticed

rising from the vessel, but I supposed was either a tug out from Charleston or

some stranger passing along. Another column of black smoke was seen more

o the north and east of the Mercedita. My suspicions aroused, I ordered the

forward rifle trained upon the first steamer which was standing towards this ship,
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also other guns to be ready. Gave notice to the engineer of the watch to be
ready to move, and the steamers drawing nearer, ordered the cable slipped, and
enough motion to get command of the ship. By this time the stranger was
abreast the starboard waist. On hailing, " What steamer is that," the reply

was, " Halloo," followed by some words that were unintelligible. Satisfied from

the view obtained through my night glasses that the steamer was a ram, I or-

dered the starboard bow gun fired at her, which was at once responded to by a
shot from the stranger, when I ordered the starboard battery fired as soon as

the guns could be brought to bear, putting the helm aport. On heading to the

northward and eastward, discovered a ram on either quarter. Soon after the first

gun, fire was reported forward below, after extinguishing it, fire was again reported

in the same place, when the ship was kept off seaward to enable us to put out

the fire and get things in condition to attack the enemy. Ordered full steam,

and about daylight discovered black smoke and stood for it, for the purpose of

running her down, exchanging shots rapidly with her, striking her repeatedly,

but making no impression, while every shot from her was striking us. About
6.17 a. m., a shell entering on the port side forward of the forward guard de-

stroyed the steam chimneys, filling all the forward part of the ship with steam.

The port boiler emptied of its contents, the ship gave a heel to starboard nearly

down to the guard, and the water from the boiler, and two shot holes under
water, led to the impression the ship was filling and sinking, a foot and a half

water being reported in the hold. Owing to the steam men were unable to get

supplies of ammunition from forward. Ordered all boats ready for lowering.

Signal books thrown overboard, also some small arms. The ram being so near,

and the ship helpless, and the men being slaughtered by almost every discharge

of the enemy, I ordered the colors to be hauled down, but finding the enemy
were still firing upon us, directed the colors to be rehoisted and resume our fire

from the after battery. Now, the enemy, either injured, or to avoid the squadron
approaching, sheared off towards the harbor, exchanging shots with the Hou-
satonic, which vessel was in chase. Put fore and aft sail on the ship, sent

yards aloft and bent sails ; there being no wind, drifted along to the north and
east, when the Memphis took us in tow. Our surgeon being killed, the surgeon

of the Memphis came on board and attended to the wounded, finding, when
enabled to get on the berth deck, that one officer and nineteen men were killed,

and twenty wounded. Entirely disabled, started, in tow of the Memphis, for

Port Royal, being obliged to keep port battery run in and starboard battery out,

to heel ship on account of shot holes at port water-line.

WILLIAM E. LE ROY, Commander.

Copy of the log of the Housatonic.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal, S. C, March 2, 1863.

Sir : I herewith enclose a copy of the log of the United States steamer Hou-
satonic, from 4 o'clock on the morning of the 31st of January to 6 p. m. the

same day, which perhaps should have been forwarded in my despatch No. 73.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Cond'g S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Log of United States ship Housatonic, commanded hy Captain William Rogers
Taylor, off Charleston, South Carolina.

K. F. Courses.

Wind.

Weather.

Temperature.

H. Direction. Force. Air. Water. Barometer.

5 A. M W
Ww
w.
w
w
w
w
SW
SW
SW
SW
SW
E. SE...
SE
SE

1....

1....

1....

1....

1

1....

1....

1....

2....
2....
0....

0....
0....
2....
2....
2....

bm
6 A. M
7 A. M bm
8 A. M bm

bm.. .

.

56°.. 30.30
9 A. M
10 A. M
11 A. M.
12 A. M. bm 60°.. .... 30.28
1 P. M.
2 P. M. ..

3 P. M
4 P. M 57°.. ... 301.25
5 P. M
6 P. M. . 54° .. .... 30.24
7 P. M.
8 P. M 51°.. .... 30.25

Remarhs on the 31s£ day of January, 1863.

From 4 to 8 a. m.—Set starboard watch, stationed and armed as in first and
mid watches. At 5.05 a. m. saw the flash and heard the report of a gun, bear-

ing SW. The firing continued about half an hour at intervals, when there was
a cessation of about twenty minutes ; it was then resumed, the direction varying
from SW. to S. Could not see the vessel from which it came on account of

the dense mist about the horizon. At 6.15 a. m. saw three vessels together,

bearing S. by E.; made one of them out to be the Quaker City. United States

steamer Augusta burnt Coston's signals, which were not understood, but which
were supposed to mean danger; she got underway, and stood towards the firing.

We immediately shipped and steamed after her, all hands at quarters ; hailed

the prize steamer, and ordered her to get under way. About 6.40 a. m. saw
black smoke to the west, and as soon as it became light enough to see, discov-

ered a ram with the confederate flag steam rapidly towards Fort Sumter. The
Augusta was then engaged with another vessel. Iviin down between them, when
a second ram was discovered, on which we opened fire at 7.08 a. m. She was
then moving slowly towards the direction of the harbor. At 7.37 a.m. she went
out of range. We fired thirty-four guns at her in this interval. She returned

our fire, but none of the shots struck us. We knocked away her pilot-house

and forward flag-staff. At 7.50 a. m., observing her roof covered with men, fired

two shots from the one hundred pounder rifle at extreme elevation, both of which
fell short. The United States steamers Quaker City, Unadilla, and Augusta,

were under way to the eastward of us. The Memphis, with the Keystone State

in tow, standing to the S. and W.; the schooner America standing to the E. At
8 a. m. saw the Flag in her station, but could see nothing of the Mercedita,

Ottawa, Stettin, or G. W. Blunt. Released the prisoners from confinement be-

fore going into action. Depth of water alongside, thirty and twenty-nine feet

;

pressure of steam, twenty-three and twenty-five pounds.

EDWIN F. BROWER,
Lieutenant.
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From 8 to meridian.—At 8 a. m. secured the battery. The two enemy's

Steamers out of sight, towards Fort Sumter ; it being very hazy around the

horizon, could not see into the harbor. At 8 a. m. despatched the Augusta to

Port Royal, with information for the admiral. At 8.20 a. m., while steaming

towards the Keystone State, the Quaker City made signal No. 437. Hove to,

and she communicated; furnished her with materials to repair damage done to her

machinery by the enemy. Saw a steamer in the offing standing to southward

and westward ; called the 2d division to quarters. She stood in near us and hove

to ; boarded her, and found her to be United States transport Cossack with troops,

from Beaufort, N. C, bound to Port Royal, S. 0. 8.40 a. m. we made signal

No. 333 to the United States steamer Unadilla. At 10.20 a. m. the United

States steamer Flag came up and communicated with us. At 11 a. m. the haze

cleared sufficiently to enable us to see Fort Sumter, but we could not see into

the harbor. At 11.36 a. nf. made signal No. 1073 to United States steamer

Flag. At 11.30 a. m. the prize steamer Princess Royal and the transport Cos-

sack went out of sight, bearing S.SW. Saw a river steamer under way between
F^ort Sumter and the sand battery near Fort Moultrie all the watch. Waiting
for the haze to clear to run in and pick up our anchor. During the watch the

following steamers communicated with us, viz : United States steamers Quaker
City, Augusta, Flag, Stettin, aud Unadilla. We could see nothing of the

United States steamers Ottawa and Mercedita, or schooner G. W. Blunt.

JOS. W. CORYDON,
Acting Master.

From meridian to 4 p. m.—At meridian, United States steamer Flag made
telegraphic signal to this ship Nos. 5376, 388, 53. At 12.10 p. m. United
States steamer Quaker City communicated with this ship. United States steamer

Flag communicated with the steamer standing in from eastward. At fifty-two

minutes p. m. United States steamer Flag made signal No. 1025 to this ship;

at 1.15 p. m. she communicated with us. At 1.20 p. m. Unadilla came to in her
station. Saw a small steamer come out, pass Fort Moultrie, and stand along the

shore of Sullivan's island, where we soon after made out the two rams, attended

by a tug-boat ; they were lying still, near battery Beauregard, and remained there

all the watch. At 1.45 p. m. United States steamer Flag stood to SW. At 2.10 p.

m. saw a steamer standing in from eastward. At 2.20 p. m. we steamed ahead
towards her, and called 2d division to quarters. At same time United States

steamer Quaker City made telegraphic signal to this ship No. 595, 725, 535, 54,

6614, 4319. At 2.45 p. m. the steamer coming in from the eastward came within
hail ; found her to be United States transport Orioli, with troops, from Beaufort,

N. C., to Port Royal, S. C. At 3.10 p. m. we made signal No. 333 to United
States steamer Unadilla, United States steamer Flag, and transport Orioli; went
out of sight to southward. At 3.40 p. m. United States steamer Quaker City
made telegraphic signal to this ship Nos. 4573, numerical 1287, 4968, 725, 4810,
4036. At 4 p. m. we made telegraphic signal to United States steamer Quaker
City, Nos. 3261, 3974, 2053, 5729, 6656. The crew employed in getting chains
over the sides to protect the steam-drums, making rigging, &c. Discharged all

the small arms in the ship, and reloaded them. Ship lying off and on in five

fathoms water. Fort Sumter bearing west by north.

J. K. CROSBY,
Acting Master.

From 4 to 6 p. m.—At 4.05 p. m. the rebel rams and steamers steamed to-

wards Charleston. At 4.20 p. m. saw a steamer bearing E. £ S. Fleard heavy
firing to the westward. Saw four vessels to the eastward. At 4.38 p. m. a sail

reported in the offing, bearing NE. by E. At 4.50 p. m. the two rams went
behind Fort Moultrie, out of sight. Heard heavy firing on Forts Sumter and
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Moultrie. At 5 p. m. we made signal to Quaker City No. 333. At 5.10 p. m.
the two small rebel steamers disappeared iu the same direction with the rams.

United States steamer Quaker City communicated with us, and at 5.40 p. m.
she came to, bearing SW. j W. Finished getting chains over the sides, and
took furling lines off of the trysails. Delivered five 11-inch solid shot to United

States steamer Unadilla. It being very smoky, loss sight of the sail in the

offing. At 5.35 p. m. mustered at quarters for inspection. Oast loose the bat-

tery, and pivoted No. 4 and 7 guns in broadside At 6 p. m. the steamer to the

eastward went out of sight to the southward ; supposed to be an army transport.

Last seen of United States schooner America she was bearing S.SE. Depth of

water, forty-two feet; pressure of steam, twenty-five pounds. Ship under way all

the watch.

WESTON GREGORY,
Acting Ensign.

From 6 to 8 p. m.—Ship under way; lying to; heading E.SE. At 6.30

p. m. United States steamer Unadilla steamed ahead and stood in N.NE. At 7

p. m. lost sight of her. At 7.30 p. m. signal lights on Fort Sumter bore W. by
N. f N. Stationed and armed usual lookouts ; also armed the watch as for

quarters. Sounded at short intervals in between six and seven fathoms water.

Pressure of steam, twenty-three and twenty-five pounds.

EDWIN T. BROWER,
Lieutenant.

Report of Acting Lieutenant P. G. Watmough, commanding the United States

steamer Memphis.

United States Steamer Memphis,

Off Charleston, February 1, 1863.

Sir : The following facts comprise the part taken by this vessel during the

late attack of the rebel iron-clads on a portion of the blockading squadron off

this port.

On the morning of the 31st of January, at about 5 a. m., the weather being

very hazy, but calm, and the sea smooth, the flash of a single gun on the

bearing of the Mercedita was seen and the report heard. We also imagined
we saw an object moving in that direction, but were not sure. In the course o

twenty minutes, a gun on the bearing of the Keystone State was heard, fol-

lowed, after a very short interval, by quick and rapid firing; and as an object

was very indistinctly seen moving in that direction, we inferred that both the

Keystone State and Mercedita were in pursuit of some steamer that had passed
out. No running lights nor signals being shown, we were left to conjecture en-

tirely. The firing may have continued ten minutes, when all became quiet

again ; in the mean time we were at quarters and ready to slip. In a short time
single guns to the number of four or five, at intervals, were fired again, and
another quiet period ensued. Watching carefully with a glass some fifteen

minutes, I discovered a vessel approaching our position on the port bow,
standing across our bow as if making for the Pumpkin channel. In doubt as to

her character, but suspicious, we slipped our cable ; and to test her, and prevent
the disaster of firing into one of our own vessels, flashed a red light, training

our pivot gun on her at the same time, also backing clear of our buoy, the light

not being noticed, I fired at her, which was instantly returned by the stranger.

No longer in doubt, with our helm hard a starboard, we went ahead fast, passing
along her starboard side, and delivering our fire as the guns were brought to
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bear, several of her shots passing over and striking and exploding around us in

return. We were now near enough to make out she was an iron-clad ; and as I

had no battery to make any impression on her, steamed out of range to the

eastward, passing under the fire of her consort that we discovered astern of her.

I now resolved to steam up the line and inform you of the character of the ves-

sels. Day breaking by this time, enabled me to see, on the one hand, your vessel

underway, standing down to the scene of action ; and, on the other, the Keystone
State, enveloped in a cloud of smoke or steam, slowly moving out of range of

the last-mentioned iron-clad, that was still firing at her. Judging she was disa-

bled, I immediately turned to her assistance, informing Captain Frailey, of the

Quaker City, whom I met steaming down, of my intention. On coming within

hail of the Keystone State, Captain Le Roy informed me of his disabled con-

dition and of the severe loss he had met with in men, and of his doctor's death.

Dr. Brown, of the Memphis, was sent on board of her immediately, and a

hawser passed to her, when we towed her seaward, subsequently receiving

orders to tow her to Port Royal, which port we reached the same evening.

A shot through our quarter boat, and some of our rigging cut, was all the

damage done to this vessel. It was apparent that both the iron-clads avoided

a close action with the Housatonic and other heavily armed vessels, and placed

themselves prudently with the Swash channel under their lee as a safe retreat

to port.

I did not hear of the surrender of the Mercedita until we arrived at Port
Royal.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PEN'D G. WATMOUGLL
Commanding Mempliis.

Captain Wm. Rogers Taylor,
Senior Officer present.

Additional report of Rear Admiral DuPont.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, February 9, 1863.

Sir: Since my despatch No. 53, reporting the attack of the rebel iron-clads

on the blockading fleet off Charleston, nothing of importance has occurred there.

The New Ironsides, Powhatan, and Canandaigua form part of the force sta-

tioned off Charleston, and that port is now more stringently blockaded than
previous to the raid of the iron-clads.

I have heard through Captain Turner, who saw the papers in the hands of
an English officer, that General Beauregard has issued a proclamation setting
forth the dispersion of the fleet, and declaring the blockade of that port raised

:

the best answer to which I have above given.

One of the wounded crew of the Keystone State (John Sullivan, landsman)
has died since my previous despatch.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Refutation of the statement of the raising of the blockade.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, February 11, 1863.

Sir : In my previous despatch, (No. 70,) written just as the mail was closing, I

informed the department that I would send a refutation in an official form of

the statements made in General Beauregard's proclamation as to the blockade

of Charleston, published in the Charleston and Savannah papers, and accom-
panied by assertions made with the apparent sanction of certain foreign func-

tionaries.

The emphatic letter of Captain Turner, (No. 1;) the clear and decided state-

ment of the officers, (No. 2,) which he forwards; together with the previous in-

quiries and examination of log-book made by Captain Godon, of the Powhatan,
who was the senior officer present previous to the arrival of the New Ironsides,

and whom I had despatched to Charleston the day of the raid, leave me nothing

to add, save to call the especial attention of the department to the facts thus

elicited.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter of Captain T. Turner.

United States Steam-Frigate New Ironsides,

Off Charleston, South Carolina, February 10, 1863.

Admiral: I have the honor to forward to you a certificate signed by all the

commanding officers of vessels that were lying off Charleston bar the morning
of the attack of the rams upon this squadron, excepting only three, one of

whom is on duty at a distance, and the other two, the commanders of the two
vessels which were sent to Port Royal to repair damages, and which were the

only two that were injured, notwithstanding the report of the enemy in the

Charleston papers, as "the result of the engagement, that two vessels were
sunk, four set on fire, and the remainder driven away."
Your personal knowledge of these gentlemen, and your entire confidence in

their truth and uprightness of character, will give to their statement the force

that is necessary to refute, satisfactorily and effectually, that which has been
given to the world by the authorities in Charleston and their sympathizers as

the facts of this engagement.
It is with unaffected pain that I am called upon to forward a document re-

flecting so severely, but justly, upon functionaries holding the high position of

consuls, and one of them, if this statement has been made by his authority, the

commander of a vessel-of-war of her Britannic Majesty; nor can I account for

it in any other way than its being a premeditated act on their part, with fore-

gone conclusions, to draw up a report that would prejudice our cause in the

eyes of the world, or that these events were seen by them with the distorted

optics of prejudiced and partisan witnesses.

The facts are so clear, both as to the disposition of the blockading squadron

during the day succeeding the engagement, and as to the amount of damage
done to our vessels in it, that it does not admit of a shadow of doubt that these

gentlemen have given the seal of their high offices to a version of the affair
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which could not have been, by any possibility, either by inference or personal

observation, forced upon their convictions as truth.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. TURNER, Captain.

Rear-Admiral 8. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Letter of Captain W. R. Taylor and others.

United States Steamer New Ironsides,

Of Charleston, February 10, 1863.

We, the undersigned officers, commanding various vessels of the blockading

squadron off Charleston, have seen the proclamation of General Beauregard and
Commodore Ingraham, herewith appended, as also the results of the so-called

engagements, viz : two vessels sunk, four set on fire, and the remainder driven

away ; and also the statement that the British consul and the commander of

the British war steamer Petrel had previously gone five miles beyond the usual

anchorage of the blockaders, and could see nothing of them with their glasses.

We deem it our duty to state that the so-called results are false in every

'particular—no vessels were sunk, none were set on fire seriously. Two vessels

alone were injured of consequence : the Mercedita had her boiler exploded by
a shell from the only gun fired at her when surprised by an attack by night—

a

thick haze was prevailing ; and the Keystone State also had her steam chest

injured at the moment of attempting to run down one of the rams. The Key-
stone State was at once assisted by the Memphis, which vessel exchanged shots

with the iron ram, as she was withdrawing towards the bar, after having fired

at the Keystone State, as did also the Quaker City. So hasty was the retreat

of the rams, that, although they might have perceived that the Keystone State

had received serious damage, no attempt was ever made to approach her. The
Stettin and Ottawa, at the extreme end of the line, did not get under way from
their position till after the firing had ceased, and the Stettin merely saw the

black smoke as the rams disappeared over the bar. The Flag was alongside

the Mercedita after, it seems, she had yielded to the ram, supposing herself

sinking. The rams withdrew hastily towards the harbor, and on their way were
fired at by the Housatonic and Augusta until both had got beyond reach of

their guns. They anchored under the protection of their forts, and remained

there.

No vessel, iron-clad or other, passed out over the bar after the return of the

rams in shore. The Unadilla was not aware of the attack until the Housatonic

commenced firing, when she moved out towards that vessel from her anchorage.

The Housatonic was never beyond the usual line of the blockade. The Quaker
City, in the forenoon, picked up her anchor which she had slipped to repair to

the point of the firing. The Flag communicated with the senior officer on board

the Housatonic that forenoon, soon after the firing ended, and the blockade con-

tinued as before. No vessel ran in or out of the port that day, nor was any
attempt made to run the blockade. The Keystone State necessarily was ordered

to Port Royal for repairs. The Unadilla returned to her usual anchorage, after

communicating with the senior officer, where she remained during the day.

Throughout the day two small tug-boats remained apparently in attendance on

the ram, under cover of Forts Moultrie and Beauregard. The prize steamer Prin-

cess Royal, which had. been lying alongside of the Housatonic, was despatched

to Port Royal, by order of the senior officer, one hour and, a half after the ra?n

had retired to the cover of the batteries and the firing had ceased, or about

9.30 a. m.

12 N
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These are the facts, and we do not hesitate to state that no vessel did come
out beyond the bar after the return of the rams, at between 7 and 8 a. m., to

the cover of the forts. We believe the statement that an}^ vessel came any-

where near the usual anchorage of any of the blockaders, or up to the bar,

after the withdrawal of the rams, to be deliberately and knowingly false.

If the statement from the papers, as now before us, has the sanction of the

captain of the Petrel and the foreign consuls, we can only deplore that foreign

officers can lend their official positions to the spreading before the world, for

unworthy objects, untruths, patent to every officer of this squadron.

WM. ROGERS TAYLOR, Capt.,

CorrCg U. S. &tea?ner Housatonic.

J. H. STRONG, Com'r,

Com'g U. S. Steamer Flag.
JAS. MADISON FRAILEY, Com'r,

Com'g U. S. Steamer Quaker City.

E. G. PARROTT, Com'r,

Com'g U. S. Steamer Augusta,
PEND. G. WATMOUGH,

Com'g U. S. Steamer Memphis.
0. J. VAN ALSITNE,

Com'g U. S. Steamer Stettin.

The blockade of Charleston raised.

Charleston, February^ 1.

The following is the official proclamation in regard to the raising of the

blockade

:

Headquarters Naval and Land Forces,
Charleston, South Carolina, January 31, 1863.

At about the hour of five o'clock this morning the Confederate States naval

forces on this station attacked the United States blockading fleet off the harbor

of the city of Charleston, and sunk, dispersed, or drove off and out of sight,

for the time, the entire hostile fleet. Therefore, we, the undersigned, com-

manders, respectively, of the Confederate States naval and land forces in this

quarter, hereby formally declare the blockade by the United States of the said

city of Charleston, South Carolina, to be raised by a superior force of the

Confederate States, from and after this 31st day of January, A. D. 1863.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General Commanding.

D. N. INGRAHAM,
Commanding Naval Forces in South Carolina.

Official

:

Thomas Jordan, Chief of Staff

.

The results of the engagement are: two vessels sank, four set on fire, and

the remainder driven away.
Yesterday afternoon General Beauregard placed a steamer at the disposal of

he foreign consuls to see for themselves that no blockade existed. The French

and Spanish consuls accepted the invitation. The British consul, with the

commander of the British Avar steamer Petrel, had previously gone five miles

beyond the usual anchorage of the blockaders, and could see nothing of them

with their glasses.

Late in the evening four blockaders reappeared, keeping far out.
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This evening a large number of blockaders are in sight, but keep steam up,

ready to run.

The foreign consuls here held a meeting last night. They are unanimously

of the opinion that the blockade of this port is legally raised.

Letterfrom Colonel Leckler and others.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal, South Carolina, February 26, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward the enclosed communication (marked No. 1)

from Colonel Leckler, of the 176th regiment Pennsylvania militia; Surgeon

Fundenburg, of the same regiment, and Captain Newbury, of the steamship

Cossack, in reference to the pretended raising of the blockade on the 31st ultimo.

These gentlemen, on seeing the statements of this affair made in the southern

papers, deemed it their duty to give this testimony, which, as the department

will perceive, corroborates entirely that of the officers of the blockading squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Headquarters 176th Regiment Pennsylvania Militia,

St. Helena Island, South Carolina, February 21, 1863.

Sir : Having seen a proclamation issued by General Beauregard and Commo-
dore Ingraham to the effect that upon the morning of the 31st ultimo they had
by force of arms succeeded in dispersing the blockading fleet which was lying

off Charleston harbor, and also a statement purporting to have come from the

English consul for that port, and the commanding officer of the English man-of-

war Petrel, that they had gone out to a point five miles beyond the usual

anchorage of the blockading fleet, and that not a single vessel could be seen,

even with the aid of powerful glasses, and that consequently the blockade had
been most effectually raised, and knowing, as we do, the above statement to be
utterly false in every particular, we feel constrained to tender our evidence as

corroboratory of that already furnished.

On the evening of January 29 the 176th regiment Pennsylvania militia (with

which we are connected) left Morehead city, North Carolina, on board steamer
Cossack, destined for Port Royal. Upon the morning of the 31st, when near
Charleston, could hear firing distinctly. Upon our arrival off the harbor, which
was at about half past eight in the morning, found lying there the blockading
squadron, some of which were at anchor, and also the prize steamer Princess

Royal. The distance from land at which they were was estimated to be from
four to five miles ; and although the morning was somewhat hazy, yet the land

could be plainly seen on each side of the harbor. Vessels could be seen in the

inlets, and by the aid of the glass a fort, said to have been Sumter, was visible.

We were right in the midst of the fleet, so near as to be able to carry on a con-

versation with the Housatonic—were boarded by officers from it and the Quaker
City. We remained there until about nine o'clock. Shortly after we departed

the Princess Royal followed.

Being thus near the site of the engagement, and so soon after it came off, we
do not hesitate in the least to pronounce the statement that the blockade was
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raised not only absurd, but utterly and wilfully false in every particular. And
the statement of the English consul and the commander of the Petrel, that the

squadron could not be seen even with the aid of powerful glasses, is one equally

false, and one that impels us to conclude that it would require a powerful glass,

truly, to be able to discover one particle of truth or honesty in the composition

of these gentlemen.

The entire regiment can substantiate the above facts, and burn with indigna-

tion that gentlemen occupying high stations, as they do, should resort to such
base fabrications to prop up a failing cause.

We have the honor, sir, to be your most obedient servants,

A. A. LECKLER,
Colonel Commanding 176th Regiment Pennsylvania Militia.

W. F. FUNDENBURG,
Surgeon 176th Regiment Pennsylvania Militia.

TAYLOR 0. NEWBURY,
Captain Steamship Cossack.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

ACTION ON STONO RIVER.—SURRENDER OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER
ISAAC SMITH.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, February 2, 1863.

Sir : On Saturday, when I received the information of affairs off Charleston,

referred to in my previous despatch No. 53, there were also vague rumors that

the two gunboats holding Stono inlet had been engaged, heavy firing having
been heard in that direction.

At 2 a. m. of the 1st instant the Commodore MeDonough came into Port

Royal, and, I regret to add, reported the capture, by three rebel batteries, of the

United States steamer Isaac Smith.

It appears from Lieutenant Commander Bacon's reports (herewith enclosed,

marked Nos. 1 and 2,) that on the afternoon of the 30th ultimo that he sent the Isaac

Smith, Acting Lieutenant Conover, up Stono river to make a reconnoissance, as

had been frequently done for weeks previous. She passed some miles beyond
Legareville without seeing an enemy, and was on her way back, when, about a

mile above that place, and in a bend of the river, three batteries, heretofore con-

cealed, opened a concentrated fire upon her from heavy rifled guns. Lieutenant

Commander Bacon, who, with the Commodore MeDonough, was anchored lower

down the river, immediately on hearing the firing, proceeded to her assistance.

Soon after he had got under way Lieutenant Commander Bacon discovered

that a white flag was flying from the Isaac Smith, and that the firing from shore

had ceased. On arriving* abreast of Legareville, she was seen to be aground
about a quarter of a mile above the bend in the river, and two of her boats

were observed going on shore loaded with officers and men. The Commodore
MeDonough stood up towards the bend with the intention of either towing

her off or destroying her, but after reaching the bend he was opened upon by
the same three batteries, one on the bend, one half a mile above the bend on

St. John's island, mounting six heavy guns, and one back and to the left of

Legareville. Lieutenant Commander Bacon immediately returned the fire from

his rifled guns, and by keeping his vessel in motion, going ahead and backing,

succeeded in escaping injury though the enemy's shells struck all round the

ship. It becoming dark, he ceased firing and dropped down to the entrance of

the bar.
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Lieutenant Commander Bacon reports that the Isaac Smith was under a tre-

mendous cross fire, and just before it ceased a large cloud of steam was seen

ascending from her which probably rendered her unmanageable and caused her

to run aground.

As the department is aware the Stono river was held by me in view of its

being required as a base for further military operations, I had reduced my force

in that river under the pressure of the blockade, retaining there two vessels of

light draught, formerly used as ferry and freight boats, though well commanded
and armed to keep up a series of reconnoissances to watch the movements of the

enemy, and to give notice of and prevent the erection of any additional batteries.

But notwithstanding all the vigilance exercised by the commanding officers of

the Isaac Smith and the Commodore McDonough, the enemy, who hold complete

possession of the surrounding country anil islands, succeeded in erecting the

batteries by which the Isaac Smith was taken, masking them so skilfully that

their existence was unknown.
I have had no means of ascertaining the casualties on board the Isaac Smith,

but it is my purpose to do so by a flag of truce at the earliest moment, though

I presume the department will receive information through southern sources on

this point before it can be obtained here.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Com?nander Geo. Bacon, of the Commodore McDonough.

United States Steamer Commodore McDonough,
Stono Inlet, January 30. 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I sent the Isaac Smith up Stono river

on a reconnoissance this afternoon. At four o'clock forty minutes head firing of

heavy guns above Legareville and discovered the Isaac Smith engaging bat-

teries on shore; got under way as soon as possible, and started up the river to

her assistance. The firing from the batteries was from heavy guns, and very
rapid. Soon after starting, the Isaac Smith was discovered to have a white flag

flying, and the firing from shore ceased. After getting abreast of Legareville

she could be seen ashore, about a quarter of a mile above the bend in the river,

and two of her boats going ashore loaded with officers and men. Stood up
towards the bend of the river with the intention of either towing her off or

blowing her up. After reaching the bend, the quartermaster on the lookout re-

ported a heavy battery on the starboard hand, near the bend of the river, and a

short distance back the engines were stopped and reversed, when they imme-
diately opened a cross fire upon us from three different batteries—one on the

bend, one half a mile above the bend on St. John's island, mounting about six

heavy guns, and one back and to the left of Legareville. They appeared to

have the exact range of the river, as their shells struck all around us, some
even going a half a mile over us, showing that they could throw their shells

nearly to Cole's island ; opened fire with our three rifles and 9-inch gun on
the different batteries ; kept the vessel in motion by going ahead and backing
astern so that they were unable to get our exact range ; engaged the enemy's
batteries until after sundown, when discovering a light on board the Isaac Smith,
opened fire upon her. It then becoming so dark that it was impossible to keep
the range of the batteries, we threw a few shells into Legareville in the hope
of setting fire to the place.
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Our 100-poivnder being in a measure disabled by th& elvating screw giving

out, and having but eight rounds left for the rifled guns, were obliged to

return and run out to the bar. Made signal to the blockading fleet, which was
answered by the Ottawa.

The Isaac Smith seemed ably defended, and I should think that about fifteen

minutes elapsed between the firing of the first gun and the time the white flag

was run up. She was under a tremendous cross fire from three heavy batteries.

Just before the firing ceased a large cloud of steam was seen ascending from
her. I think she must have received a shot either in her boiler or working part

of the engine, and becoming unmanageable, went ashore directly under their

batteries. The Isaac Smith passed the line of batteries on her upward trip,

as they were so well masked that she did not notice them, and it was not until

she commenced to return that they opened fire upon them.

I respectfully state that no damage or loss of life was sustained by this ship,

owing to our constantly changing our position and dropping down the river,

bringing Legareville between this ship and the batteries so that they were
unable to sight us, their shells going over us.

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that two of these batteries contained heavy
guns, nearly all rifled and of large calibre.

It has been impossible for us to annoy the enemy, as their works have been
thrown up a little distance back from the river, and so obstructed from view
that we have been totally unaware of any batteries being there until they
opened fire upon us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BACON,
Lieutenant Commander, and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, U. S. Navy.

U. S. Steamer Commodore McDonough,
Stono Inlet, S. C, January 31, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully state that I went up Stono river this morning as far as

Legareville, and could see the Isaac Smith still on shore in the same place.

She must be injured below the water-line, or else they would certainly have

gotten her off at high tide this morning, as the tide was fully a foot higher this

morning than it was when she went ashore. Some men could be seen on board

of her ; and, as she is well under their batteries, and in a narrow part of the

channel, it is not practicable at present to attempt to take her with a wooden
gunboat, without the great probability of sharing the same fate, for you would
be in about point-blank range of their heavy guns, and at the same time in a

very narrow channel and in danger of getting on shore.

I fired some shells into her, and some into Legareville, but the fire was not

returned from the enemy's batteries. * * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BACON,
Lieutenant Commanding, and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Repoit of Acting Lieutenant F. S. Conover, of the Isaac Smith.

Annapolis, May 7, 1863.

Sir : With the deepest regret I have the honor to report to you that on

Friday, January 30, the steamer Isaac Smith, under my command, was cap-

tured by the rebels. About 3 p. m. of that day I got under way from my usual

anchorage in Stono inlet, with orders from Lieutenant Commander Bacon, of

the McDonough, to proceed up Stono river for the purpose of reconnoitring, as

we were constantly in the habit of doing. A little after 4 I anchored opposite

what is known as " Tom Gimbal's plantation," about four and a half miles

from the inlet ; and although the signal quartermaster was at the masthead, as

usual, as well as one or two of the officers, nothing suspicious was seen in any
direction. While at anchor, and at 4.25 p. m., a battery upon James island

of three 24-pounder rifled guns, some six hundred yards distant, and masked by
a thick clump of trees, opened upon us. I immediately got under way and
cleared for action, and in less than two minutes after the first gun was fired at

us we were replying. At the same time, however, other batteries upon John's
island, on the opposite side of the river and below us, delivered their fire. I

saw immediately that we were trapped, and that my only course was to get the

vessel below the batteries, if possible, and fight them with a more even chance

of success. For upwards of a mile, on account of a bend in the river, we were
obliged to receive the raking fire of between twenty and thirty guns without

being able to reply, except occasionally with our pivot. As soon as our broad-

sides could be brought to bear we opened upon the enemy with shell and grape,

at from two to four hundred yards distant. At one time I had hopes of getting

by without any very serious loss ; but a shot in our steam chimney effectually

stopped the engine, and, with no wind, little tide, and boats riddled with shot,

we were left entirely at the mercy of the enemy. Under these circumstances,

with the fire of some thirty guns, according to their own account, (8-inch 24,

18, and 12-pounders,) and a large body of riflemen, concentrated upon us, with
the shot teeming through the vessel in every direction, and with no hope of

being able to silence such a fire, I deemed it my duty to surrender.

Had it not been for the wounded men, with whom the berth deck was covered,

I might have blown up or sunk the ship, letting the crew take their chance of

getting on shore by swimming ; but, under the circumstances, I had no alterna-

tive left me. I need hardly say, sir, that the order to haul down the colors was
the most difficult and heartrending one I ever gave
We had eight men killed and seventeen wounded ; one of whom, Acting

Assistant Second Engineer James S. Turner, died soon after being removed
from the vessel. Acting Assistant Paymaster F. 0. Hills, who gave his best

services in the powder division, was wounded in the temple, and I also received

a slight contusion from a ball in the forehead. I enclose a list of the killed and
wounded.
The loss of the enemy I do not know. They claim to have had but one man

killed, but the captain who commanded the battery upon James island told me
that our second shell—8-inch—struck one of his guns. That being the case, it

is scarcely possible that no one should be hurt, as the man acknowledged killed

was upon the other or John's island. While a prisoner in Charleston a report

reached me that thirty-six men had been killed and wounded, but how much
truth was in it must be left to conjecture.

Boing upon the upper deck entirely, in a narrow channel, and pilot as well

as captain, I cannot speak as I should like to do of the conduct of particular

officers. I believe, however, that all did their duty to the best of their ability.

I am sorry to report, though, that some of the men behaved in the most cowardly
manner, while others deserve special mention for their coolness and bravery. I
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enclose a list of those who came under my.own observation, and also of some
who have been particularly mentioned by the officers.

Captain Bacon, of the McDonough, got under way, I believe, as soon as

possible after hearing the firing, but he was too late to render us any aid, and,

indeed, would only have suffered our fate, I fear, if he had reached us.

The attack was as sudden as it was unexpected, and I think I express the

opinion of the officers in saying that no vessel during the war has been exposed
to such a concentrated fire at such short range. The enemy themselves declared

they had no idea we would attempt the fight after seeing— or rather hearing,

for their batteries were entirely hidden by thick bushes—the number of guns
brought to bear upon us. It may be proper to state that their artillery force

was composed entirely of field and siege guns, brought down and concealed in

the bushes at night, and not regularly erected batteries. Had they been such,

we would probably have discovered them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. S. CONOVER,
Acting Lieutenant United States Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

List of killed and wounded on board steamer Isaac Smith.

Killed.—William Grear, boatswain's mate ; Richard Walton, cockswain ; Wil-
liam S. Dickey, William Reehl, landsmen ; James Lewis, ordinary seaman

;

John Peters, captain's cook; Joseph Mays, landsman, (colored;) Lewis Trem-
blers, fireman.

Wounded.—Acting Assistant Second Engineer James S. Turner, died ; Rich-

ard Stout, Oren H. Brown, William Johnson, William P. Loader, John Nichols,

Alexander Mackeral, landsmen ; John Dolton, Thomas W. Denham, firemen

;

William Harris, Samuel Hoffman, John Rives, seamen ; Lewis De Silva, cap-

tain's steward ; Joseph Marquis, officers' cook ; F. S. Conover, lieutenant com-
manding

; F. 0. Hills, acting assistant paymaster.

Men who behaved particularly ivell.—James Atkins, signal quartermaster at

masthead ; Henry Graves, gunner's mate ; William Biggs, captain's mate ; John
Tanner, sailmaker's mate ; Henry F. Dorton, captain forecastle ; Michael Walsh,
captain forecastle ; John W . Rives, seaman ; Stephen Carey, seaman at lead

;

John Tli all, fireman ; Bernard C. Devine, ordinary seaman; Richard Stout,

landsman, (lost right arm.)

Men who behaved badly.—Henry Wood, cockswain ; John Williams, Martin
Van Boskerk, landsmen.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. S. CONOVER,
Acting Lieutenant United States Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander George Bacon.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, February IS, 1863.

Sir: The enclosed copy of a communication from Lieutenant Commander
Bacon, of the United States steamer Commodore McDonough, giving some par-
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ticulars in connexion with the capture of the Isaac Smith, may prove interesting

to the department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

United States Steamer Commodore McDonough,
Stono Inlet, S. C, February 15, 1863.

;|SiR : I respectfully submit the following report in regard to the capture of

the Isaac Smith, which I have just learned from an old negro who lives on the

western end of Kiawah island, and who reports that five of the enemy came over

to the plantation on which he is living a day or two since; and stated the follow-

ing, viz : That the capture of the Smith is principally due to the man that de-

serted from her about two months ago, and who, it appears, has joined the rebels,

and told them how easily she might be captured by having batteries placed in

different positions on the river, and stated to them that her boiler and machinery
was very much exposed, as well as her steering apparatus, and that if they would
allow her to pass up, that on her return trip they could easily capture her, either

disabling her wheel or throwing a shot into her boiler. Both of these things

happening in a narrow river, and about the same time, readily accounts for the

Smith's going ashore so close to their batteries. The man who was steering (a

contraband) was killed, and an officer and twelve men. The rebel pickets

stated that the Smith fired too high, but they admit the loss of one man killed

by the guns of this ship, and said that our shell did them some damage, but

would not say how much. They said they were sorry that we did not come up
to the Smith, for they had a trap for us, which I understand was masked bat-

teries near Legareville, which would have opened upon us. They report that

they have erected batteries in and around Legareville, besides those that cap-

tured the Isaac Smith, and are anxiously awaiting for us to come up the river.

The rebels say that they do not like this ship, as our guns throw too far, as it

appears that the other day, when I was up Stono river, before the capture of the

Smith, they fired at me from a battery above Secessionville, and I returned it

with two or three shots from my big rifled gun, which did them some damage in

the town, and completely surprised them. They are becoming quite bold, and
as they can see every move from the houses in and about Legareville, and are

seen looking at us from some of the highest houses, I would take the liberty to

state that it would be a good idea to burn them out, and then it would be im-

possible for them to watch us so closely, or to conceal their batteries behind the

town. I give this as the old negro told me, and think that his story in the main
may be relied upon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. BACON,
Lieutenant Commander, United, States Navy

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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ATTACK ON THE BATTERY ON THE OGEECHEE RIVER, &c.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, February 3, 1863.

Sir : 1 have the honor to enclose (marked No. 1) a copy of Commander
John L. Worden's report of his second attack on the battery on the Ogeechee
river.

I do not feel justified to authorize another attempt, as the ammunition for the

15-inch guns is now very much reduced.

I enclose also a copy of Captain P. Drayton's report of his reconnoissance

up the Wilmington river, (marked No. 2.)

Very repectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Hquadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Worden.

United States Steamer Montauk,
Big Ogeechee River, February 1, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, this morning at 6.40, I weighed anchor

and proceeded up the river, followed by the Seneca, Wissahickon, Dawn, and
C. P. Williams.

At 7.27 I anchored about 600 yards from the fort, the gunboats lying in the

same relative position as on Tuesday last, about one and three-quarter miles

distant from the fort. At 7.45 we opened fire, the enemy replying briskly. At
this time the weather was thick, and so perfectly calm that the smoke hung
over the fort, and around us, so as to prevent our seeing the effect of our shells.

At 8.45 I sounded, obtaining fourteen feet of water under us ; and knowing
the tide would fall about five feet more, we tripped our anchor and dropped
down to a position about 1,400 yards distant from the fort, and into deeper water.

A gentle air springing up, we were enabled again to open fire with accuracy.

Our shells then did good execution, tearing up their parapets ; but as they
shifted their guns so often, it was almost impossible to disable them. We fired

slowly, endeavoring to expend our ammunition with effect.

At 11.53, finding it useless to shell them any longer, I withdrew out of range,

and recalled the gunboats.

This vessel was hit forty-six times, but no material damage was done to her.

I have no casualties to report from any of the vessels.

I send this by Captain McKenzie, of General Huntei's staff, who was present

at the engagement, in the steamer George Washington, and shall await your fur-

ther orders.

The C. P. Williams will immediately proceed to Port Royal, in obedience to

your orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN L. WORDEN, Commander.
Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,

Comd\g S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal.
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Captain Drayton 's report of a reconnoissance of Wilmington river.

United States Steamer Passaic,

Wassaw, February 1, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave to state that, with the Marblehead in company, I went to-

day in this vessel up the Wilmington river, to within sight of Wassaw or Thun-
derbolt, and two miles and a quarter distant, when I was stopped by shallow

water, which my pilot would not venture on except at high tide. The batteries

were very extensive, and large bodies of troops were drawn up on the shore. I

was not fired on, although quite within range ; a battery, which is about a mile

nearer than the ones I saw, was covered by the woods, and I was not high

enough to open upon it. I saw two small steamers, but nothing that looked

like the Fin gal.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. DRAYTON, Captain.

Flag-Officer S. F. DuPont,
Comd'g S. A. B. Squadron, Flag-Ship Wabash, Port Royal.

DESTRUCTION OF THE PRIVATEER NASHVILLE.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Fort Royal Harbor, S. C, March 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the satisfaction to inform the department of the destruction of

the privateer Nashville while lying under the guns of Fort McAllister, on the

Great Ogeechee, Georgia, by the Montauk, Commander J. L. Worden, whose
enclosed report states succinctly the interesting particulars.

The department is aware that I have had this vessel blockaded for eight

months, and I am indebted to the extreme vigilance and spirit of Lieutenant

Commander J. L. Davis, of the Wissahickon, Acting Lieutenant Barnes, of the

Dawn, and later of Lieutenant Commander Gibson, of the Seneca, that I have
been able to keep her so long confined to the waters of the Ogeechee.

For several months the Nashville was loaded with cotton, but though con-

stantly on the alert, she never ventured to run out. She then withdrew up the

Ogeechee, and reappeared after a length of time thoroughly fitted as a privateer,

and presenting a very fine appearance.

Fort McAllister was strengthened, the river staked, with a line of torpedoes

in front to prevent its ascent by light vessels, to cut her out. She has been fre-

quently seen close under the fort ready to make a dash if the opportunity offered,

or was quietly waiting for an iron-clad to tow her to sea.

If I am not misinformed she had a heavy rifle gun, on a pivot, as a part of

her armament, was proverbially fast, and would doubtless have rivalled the

Alabama and Oreto in their depredations on our commerce. I have, therefore,

never lost sight of the great importance of keeping her in, or of destroying her
if I could. I have accomplished both through the zeal and vigilance of my
gunboat captains mentioned above, and the quick perception and rapid execu-
tion of Commander Worden, who has thus added to his already brilliant services.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commander John L. Wordcn, of the Montauk

United States Iron-clad Montauk,
Ogeechee River, Georgia, February 28, 1863.

I have the honor to report that yesterday evening the enemy's steamer

Nashville was observed by me in motion above the battery known as Fort Mc-
Allister. A reconnoissance immediately made proved that in moving up the

river she had grounded in that portion of the river known as the seven-mile

reach.

Believing that I could, by approaching close to the battery, reach and destroy

her with my battery, I moved up at daylight this morning, accompanied by the

blockading fleet in these waters, consisting of the Seneca, Lieutenant Com-
mander Gibson, the Wissahickon, Lieutenant Commander DaA'is, and the

Dawn, Acting Lieutenant Commander Barnes.

By moving up close to the obstructions in the river, I was enabled, although
under a heavy fire from the battery, to approach the Nashville, still aground,
within the distance of twelve hundred yards. A few well directed shells deter-

mined the range, and soon succeeded in striking her with 11-inch and 15-inch

shells. The other gunboats maintained a fire from an enfilading position upon
the battery and the Nashville at long range.

I soon had the satisfaction of observing that the Nashville had caught fire

from the shells exploding in her in several places, and in less than 20 minutes

she was caught in flames forward, aft, and amidships. At 9.20 a. m. a large

pivot gun mounted abaft her foremast exploded from the heat. At 9.40 her

smoke chimney went by the board, and at 9.55 her magazine exploded with
terrific violence, shattering her in smoking ruins; nothing remains of her.

The battery kept up a continuous fire upon this vessel, but struck her but

five times, doing no damage whatever. The fire upon the other gunboats was wild,

and did them no damage whatever. After assuring myself of the complete

destruction of the Nashville, I, preceded by the wooden vessels, dropped down
beyond the range of the enemy's guns. In so doing a torpedo exploded under
this vessel, inflicting, however, but little injury.

I beg leave, therefore, to congratulate you, sir, upon this final disposition of a

vessel which has so long been in the minds of the public as a troublesome pest.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN L. WORDEN,
Commanding Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Port Royal, South Carolina.

ATTACK ON FOUT McALLISTER.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, March 6, 1863.

Sir : The department has already been informed of my desire, before entering

upon more important operations, to subject the various mechanical appliances of

the iron-clads to the full test of active service, and to give the advantage of tar-

get practice to the officers and men with their new ordnance. For this purpose I

had ordered a concentration in the Ogeechee of such of these vessels as were ready

to attack Fort McAllister, and secure or destroy the Nashville.
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Before this concentration could take place the Nashville was destroyed by
Commander Worden in the Montauk, the particulars of which occurrence I

reported to the department by the last mail.

The iron-clads having, however, arrived in Ossabaw, I directed Captain

Drayton, of the Passaic, to go on with the attack on the fort, accompanied by
the Patapsco and Nahant; the Montauk having been three times under fire of

the fort, and sufficiently tested, was not to join in.

I received, last evening, Captain Drayton's detailed report of his eight hours'

bombardment, with a statement of the damage done to his vessel, and also the

reports of Commanders Ammen and Downes to him, all of which are enclosed,

(marked Nos. 1, 2, 3,) and I think will be read with great interest by the depart-

ment, for it will not fail to perceive that valuable information has been elicited

and most important data obtained, and I feel thankful that this I have done

without any loss of life. Except that the fort might possibly protect another

blockade runner, its capture was of no special practical importance.

The injury to the Montauk from the torpedo is the most serious that has

occurred, and will require some ten days to repair, but the department will remem-
ber the invaluable service she performed while receiving it.

I think it worthy of mentioning that this bombardment, so fruitful as giving

us experience, was witnessed by Brigadier General Seymour, the chief of

artillery, and Captain Duane, the chief engineer of this military department,

and I shall be able to receive from these gentlemen the results of their obser-

vation, which, representing, as they do, special branches of the military service,

will be interesting and important.

I cannot close this communication without speaking of Captain Drayton, who
has been one of my commanding officers since October, 1861. He has performed

this service with that ability, judgment, and calm courage, which have ever

marked his execution of my orders.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report oj Captain Percival Drayton.

United States Iron-clad Passaic,

Ogeechee River, March 4, 1863.

Sir: I wrote a short report last evening, after my return from the attack on
Fort McAllister, and will now make one more in detail. A list of the ammuni-
tion expended, of the injuries to the vessel, and an extract from the log, I

enclose with this, from which latter you will perceive that my vessel was under
fire just eight hours. I was directly in front of the fort, the guns being, as

we looked at them, in the centre between high traverses of earth, which were
on each side. These, however, as we were placed, had no effect in protecting

either guns or men. The latter never exposed themselves to our fire, usually

discharging their pieces either while we were loading, or just as our port came
in line, and before the guns were quite ready, the turret being painted black,

not deceiving them any more than a different color had done in the first attack

of the Montauk. I was as close to the fort as the pilot (who is the best on the

river, as was proved in this case, by my being the only one whose vessel was
not aground when the tide fell) would take me, and as high as the Montauk
had been, except on her second attack, but only for an hour, when being in
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twelve feet, as I understand, Captain Worden was obliged to drop down to a

position below where I was yesterday—a rather risky operation, too, in so nar-

row a channel, where, had the vessel grounded, she must have been exposed
below the side armor. This being the case, I am satisfied that twelve feet

cannot be carried when a vessel is to anchor above where I was. The channel

is close to the marsh, opposite to the fort, and as the piles were only about four

hundred yards beyond where I was lying, I don't see how more than two hun-
dred yards can be gained nearer to the fort by being against them, as the river

can't be crossed, and is very wide. Certainly, after discussing the matter with

the pilot, on the spot, I doubt being able to get nearer than a thousand yards

without going above the piles, where the channel crosses over. My distance I

judged to be twelve hundred yards, from the following data: The Xl-inch
gun was very carefully elevated by a spirit level to a little less than six de-

grees—this is, by ordnance manual, fifteen hundred yards, axis of bore ten feet

above the water; mine was not four—which requires a deduction of one hun-

dred and thirty yards; then the parapet of the fort was at least twenty feet

above the water, which, requiring about half a degree more, will bring the dis-

tance about what I have stated it; then shot were always less than five seconds

in reaching me from the flash, generally four, which would, considering their

greater initial velocity, about agree with my calculation. My five-second fuzes,

however, usually burst just before reaching; the seven after striking. The pilot

called the distance a thousand yards.

The fort is very solidly built, with high traverses between the guns, and
raised at least twenty feet above the river, and contained seven guns and an

eleven-inch mortar. One of these guns was, I think, destroyed; the others

used until we were out of range. Immense holes were cut into the earth, the

traverses and face much cut away, but still no injury done which I think a

good night's work would not repair, and I do not believe that it can be made
untenable by any number of iron-clads which the shallow water and narrow

channel will permit to be brought in position against it. The guns are one

ten-inch, a shot from which lodged on the top of our turret; one heavy rifle,

about a hundred-pounder; and the remainder, I should judge, thirty-two's, with

a light gun throwing bolts, which would be aimed at any one showing them-

selves on the deck. These with the mortar were, however, nothing as a de-

fence to the river comparable to the shallow water and piles, as was proved by
my being exposed to their fire for eight hours without serious injury; but they

answer the purpose, which is simply to prevent the channel being cleared of

obstruction. Our three mortar schooners kept up a fire during the day from

about four thousand yards distance, but, so far as I could observe, without the

least effect, the shells generally falling short.

The firing from this vessel was quite good, and I think very few shots missed

striking about the parapet after the first hour, as I had carefully corrected each

one up to that time from outside of the turret on deck, where the effect could

be well followed. Although the attack was an unsuccessful one, it was cer-

tainly not owing to any want of zeal and attention to duty on the part of either

officers or men; and I am greatly indebted to Lieutenant Commander J. N.

Miller, the executive officer, as well as to Acting Master S. Huse, who attended,

under him, to the management and pointing of the guns, and whose energy and

zeal was very marked on this occasion, as it has been on several others.

I feel very much, of course, the failure to a certain extent of the attack,

which you had intrusted to my direction, but am satisfied that the natural ob-

stacles are such as to render another just as little likely to succeed. The ex-

perience obtained is worth something in future operations. I only withdrew

when all my shell with fuzes long enough to reach (or over five seconds) had

been expended, and when the crew were almost beyond further work, having

been occupied for eight hours at the guns without even an intermission to eat

:
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and then I should have remained had I seen the least sign of faltering or slack-

ness of fire on the part of the enemy, but, on the contrary, I think that it was,

if anything, more rapid towards the last.

The gunboats Seneca, Lieutenant Commander Gibson, Wissahickon, Lieu-

tenant Commander Davis, and Dawn, Lieutenant Barnes, were anchored near

the mortar schooners in signal distance of us, and prepared to give us assist-

ance had any been required.

Everything about the guns and carriages worked to my satisfaction, except

that the box round the XV-inch gun, on examination, was found to be almost

detached from the side, owing to the breaking of the bolts which secured it to

the turret. From its appearance this morning, I should think that it could

scarcely stand a dozen more shots. My deck, having been very badly injured,

will require some repairs before I could, I think, safely go outside. The mor-

tar shell which fell on deck over the bread-room would undoubtedly have gone

through had it not struck on a beam. As it was, it has completely crushed in

the planking at the side of the beam, opening quite a hole through, and had it

been loaded with powder instead of sand, might have set the vessel on fire. I

have measured a piece of it, and it does not seem to have been larger than ten-

inch. This certainly does not say much for the strength of the deck, the in-

jury to which has been so much more serious than to that of the Montauk, that

I must attribute it to a worse class of iron, unless heavier guns have been

mounted since the attack made by Commander Worden.
I have gone into greater length than, perhaps, would be required, were it not

that ill success always needs much explanation, and that things which relate to

the iron-clads possess, from their want of precedents, an interest not otherwise

belonging to them.

On the night previous to the attack, Lieutenant Commander Gibson, with his

boats, swept for torpedoes in the neighborhood of the one which exploded under
the Montauk, but did not meet with any.

I have omitted to mention that my pilot was the same one who had charge

of the Montauk in her various operations in this river; and I have to thank
Commanders Amraen and Downes for the hearty support which they gave me.

I send also the reports of Commanders Ammen and Downes.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. DRAYTON,
Captain, Senior Officer jwesent.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Gom'g S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal Harbor, Flag-Ship Wabash.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. N. Miller, of injuries to the Passaic.

United States Iron-clad Steamer Passaic,

Ogeechee River, Georgia, March 4, 1S63.

Sir : I submit the following report of the injuries we received in the attack

on Fort McAllister. .

We were struck nine times on the port side armor. Three of these were
about fifty feet from the bow, and within the distance of three feet from each
other. They made indentations of two inches, carried away several bolts, and
raised the adjoining deck plating one inch. The other shots in side armor made
indentations of about one inch, without injuring the bolts.

On deck plating we received thirteen shots. One over ward-room storeroom
raised the plating and carried away several of the bolts. One struck over the
hammock room, near the turret, crushing in the plating and deck planking,
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causing the deck to leak when covered with water. Two shots struck over the
engine-room, breaking a number of bolts in the plating, which it also broke
through and raised the ends. A 10-inch mortar shell, loaded with sand, struck

over the bread-room, crushing in the deck plating and planking. It struck
partly on a beam and the angle-iron which supports it, but, as far as we can see,

these are not injured. The remaining shots on deck did not seriously injure the

plating.

Five shots struck the turret, making indentations varying from one-half inch

to one inch. One of these is six inches below the XV-inch port.

Two shots struck the pilot-house, carrying away three of the bolts, and
making indentations of about one inch.

One shot struck the roof of the turret and broke one of its beams of railroad

iron. The lower part of the smoke-stack was struck once close to the deck,

making an indentation of one and one-fourth inch, and carrying away one of

the bolt heads.

The concussion of the XV-inch gun broke all of the bolts holding the side of

the box to the turret, and I have no doubt, unless the bolts are replaced, that a

few more fires would destroy the box, one side of which is much bulged out.

The bolt holding one of the rollers of the sliding plate, in concussion box, parted

during the action; but as we always fired at the same elevation, the plate was
lashed so that we could run the gun in and out.

During the action we were struck thirty-four times, nine of which were on
side armor, thirteen on deck, five on turret, two on pilot-house, one on roof of

turret, one on smoke-stack; one carried away pennant staff on pilot-house, one
carried away boat-spar aft, and one the out-rigger forward.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. X. MILLER, Executive Officer.

Report of Commander Daniel Ammen, of the Patapsco.

Iron-clad Patapsco,
Ogeechee River, March 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to signal at 8 a. m. of to-

day, the Patapsco was got under way, preceded by the Passaic and followed by
the Xahant, and at about 8.30 a. m. anchored below Fort McAllister.

The enemy immediately opened fire, and had established a target for range

on a marsh near the spot where the three vessels anchored, as near each other

as was possible to swing clear on a turn of tide. Seven guns were visible on
the face of the work, protected by heavy traverses, and in an adjoining wood
one or two mortars and a rifle were in position, and directed their fire against us.

The difficulty of approach through a narrow channel and the shoalness of the

water evidently left you without a choice of position. We followed your move-
ments, and after firing a few shells, found the distance from the battery greater

than had been supposed.

We fired deliberately, and finding the XV-inch gun required more elevation

than is desirable, confined ourselves for some time to the use of the rifle.

The time fuses of the rifle, except those made by the Ordnance department,

did not appear generally to explode the shells, and the percussion shells did not

explode with the ordinary percussion musket cap. By filing the nipple so as to

receive an ordinary cap, few failed even when striking in the sand.

Fourteen XV-inch and forty-six 150-pound rifle shell were expended by us

against the enemy.
No injury was sustained by this vessel, and only one shot was known to have
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struck the deck. Much the greater part of the firing of the enemy was directed

against the Passaic.

The works of the enemy appeared very much cut up. The parapet was

breached in several places, and three of the traverses very much injured.

When the Passaic and the Nahant swung to the flood, at about 3 p. m., we
remained across the tide, and I saw at once that we were aground, owing to

having anchored a few yards on the port quarter of the Passaic as she rode to

the ebb. A rising tide and working the engine enabled us to swing about

3.40 p. m.
The signal by whistle to get under way was not understood by us, and the

flag was not seen. After seeing the Nahant leave, and learning verbally the

order, I got under way as directed, and proceeded to this anchorage.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DANIEL AMMEN, Commander.

Captain Pbrcival Drayton,
Iron-clad Passaic.

Report of Commander John Downcs, of' the Nahant.

Iron -clad Nahant,
Ossabaw Sound, March 4, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the participation of

this vessel in the attack yesterday upon Fort McAllister.

Weighing anchor at 7.30 a. m., the commencement of ebb tide, in compliance

with signal, we steamed up the river, preceded by the Passaic and Patapsco,

and at 8.30 grounded in close vicinity to our subsequent anchorage, and after

the two leading vessels had anchored, but by backing our engines fortunately

got afloat again before the tide had receded sufficiently to make us a fixture

until the next high water. At 8.50, whilst still aground, we commenced action

about seventeen hundred yards from the fort, the enemy having opened fire;

about ten minutes previously, and continued it subsequently at the reduced

distance of about fifteen hundred yards, until ordered by signal to "discontinue

and drop out of action," at near 4 p.m.; during which time we fired thirty-two

XV-inch shell and thirty-nine Xl-inch shell. After firing ten charges of 35
pounds from the XV-inch, with all the elevation I could give the gun, the shell

falling short of the parapet, and not being able to reduce my distance from the

fort, I considered it necessary to increase my charge of powder to 38 pounds,

after which the practice from this vessel was very satisfactory, and the effect

upon the earth-work opposed to us apparently very damaging, tearing away the

parapet and traverses, and bursting the shells with great certainty inside the

work, and very often in close vicinity of the guns.

I can find no trace of this vessel having been struck by shot during the

action; indeed, the leading vessel, the Passaic, seemed to attract the attention

of the battery almost exclusively, they giving us only an occasional shot, which
generally passed over. A mortar planted under cover of the woods in the

vicinity of the fort, and a small rifled piece or two, aimed apparently at persons

exposing themselves upon the deck, paid us particular attention, but without

effect.

At various times during the action the compressor arrangements of the XV-
inch gun became disarranged, the gun twice revolving so far in that it was with

great difficulty, and once only with the assistance of a jackscrew, that we forced

it out again; and at the twentieth fire the rivets of the brass guides on the after

part of the carriage broke, the guides falling down into the turret chamber
below, without, however, disabling the gun.

13 N
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At the thirty-ninth fire of the Xl-inch gun the cast-iron yoke snapped at tho

outer edge of the port trunnion, thereby effectually disabling the gun until an-

other yoke is supplied to us.

I esteemed the armament of the fort on the water faces at seven guns—

a

large rifle, and the remaider Vl-inch, VTII-inch, and X-inch guns-—besides one

or two smaller rifles, not apparent to us except from their execution, and the one

mortar previously mentioned.

The bearing of the officers and crew was everything I had expected of them,

entirely satisfactory, and assuring to me that under any circumstances they will

perform their duties thoroughly. * * * * *

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DOWNES, Commander.
Captain Peroival Drayton,

Coin'g Iron-clad Passaic, and Senior Officer present, Ogcchee River.

DESTRUCTION OF THE BLOCKADE RUNNING STEAMER QUEEN OF THE WAVE.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, March 7, 1 863.

Sir: I have the honor to report to the department that an English steamer,

Queen of the Wave, ran ashore near the mouth of the North Santee on the 24th
ultimo.

The Conemaugh, temporarily under the command of Lieutenant Commander
Eastman, whose report is herewith enclosed, (marked No. 1,) was at the time

blockading at Georgetown, but owing to the tide and sea could not cross the

bar until the next morning. On boarding she was found deserted by the crew,

who, however, had set her on fire before leaving, destroying the inside of the

vessel and a great part of the cargo, though the hull and engines are yet in

good order.

On the next morning Lieutenai t Commander Eastman sent down an armed
boat to wreck the steamer, but on approaching her Lieutenant Cromwell discov-

ered that some of the enemy were on board. He at once proceeded to attack

them, when they surrendered, seven in number. Their names are as follows:

Lieutenant William R. Sachicotte, Sergeant W. A. Woodward, Corporal Francis

Justice, Privates D. A. Sperry, Elly Hughes, B. F. Vreen, and M. Vought, all

of Ward's light artillery.

These prisoners I will send north in the Quaker City. After their capture,

the enemy sent a boat with a flag of truce, desiring to forward some clothes to

the prisoners, and at the same time delivering to Lieutenant Commander Eastman
a letter from Major Warley, commanding the battery, a copy of which is here-

with enclosed, (marked No. 2.)

Very soon after I had received Lieutenant Commander Eastman's report of

the above circumstances, I despatched the Wissahickon to Georgetown to relieve

Lieutenant Commander Eastman in the Conemaugh temporarily, whilst the

latter should endeavor either to get off the Queen of the Wave, or, fading in

that, to save as much of the caigo and machinery as Was of any value, and to

destroy the wreck.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander T. H. Eastman, of the Conemaugh.

United States Steamer Conemaugh,
Winyah Bay, March 1, 1863.

Sir x On the morning of the 24th February a steamer was discovered lying

at anchor outside the bar. 1 was unable to go out in the Conemaugh. About
8 o'clock a. m. she got under way and stood in slowly for the North Santee

river, and ran ashore at the mouth of the river. The next morning I got out

over the bar, went down and examined her. She proved to be the English

steamer Queen of the Wave, loaded with an assorted cargo, and her crew had
deserted her and set her on fire. The inside of the vessel and the greater por-

tion of her cargo are destroyed, but her hull and engines are in good order, and
much that is valuable could be removed with a light-draught steamer.

On the next morning (the 25th) I sent down an armed boat to wreck the

steamer, and approaching her, Lieutenant Cromwell, in charge of the boat, dis-

covered the enemy on board. He immediately proceeded to attack them, and on
seeing his preparations they surrendered, seven in number, and their names are

added here :

Lieutenant P. K. Lachicotte, Sergeant Win. A. Woodward, Corporal Francis

Justice, and Privates D. A. Sperry, Elly Hughes, B. F. Vreen, and M. Vought,
Ward's light artillery.

I believe they threw their arms overboard, as a bayonet and belt were found
in their boat. One of them, who calls himself Sperry, is recognized by our

people here as Captain Sperry, who formerly commanded the first battery near

Georgetown light-house.

On the day after the capture of the prisoners, as there was a desire shown to

communicate by a flag of truce, and as I did not wish the enemy to come down
to my anchorage, I steamed up towards their battery and sent a cutter, which
met their flag of truce boat. Their communication only related to some clothing

for the prisoners, and was verbal on my part; but in sending the clothes Major
Walley, commander of the battery, sent me the communication which I have
the honor to enclose.
# * * * ## # * ##

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOiMAS H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding *S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

Letter from Major A. F. Warley to Lieutenant Commander Eastman.

Headquarters Confederate Forces,
West of Winyah Bay, March 1, 1863.

Captain : Allow me to thank you for the facilities you have afforded me for

communicating with Lieutenant Lachicotte and his detachment, now your pris-

oners. I send by l he flag of truce several letters, which, after having been in-

spected by yourself, you will oblige me, if consistent with your duty, by deliv-

ering to those to whom they are addressed.

Lieutenant Lachicotte, in his communication, acknowledges your kind treat-

ment, for which I avail myself of this opportunity to thank you, and to assure
you, should the fortunes of war place me in the position of captor of any of
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your forces, that I will remember and act upon the information to which I have
alluded.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. F. WARLEY,
Major of Artillery and Commanding Post.

Captain Eastman, U. S. N.,

Commanding United States Steamer Conemaugh.

DESTRUCTION OF THE REBEL STEAMER GEORGIAVA.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, April 1, 1863.

Sir : In my despatch No. 140 I had the honor of reporting to the department
the capture, or rather running on shore, of the Georgiana.

I have since received the report of Lieutenant Commander Davis, of the

Wissakickon, (marked No. 1,) together with the papers that were taken on
board of the prize before she was destroyed. These may be useful in the future

in case any question arises with regard to the legality of her destruction. I

have not received any inventory of articles rescued from the Georgiana other

than the papers, but I understand they were all of trifling value, it being im-

possible to secure any of the valuable part of the cargo before she was set on
tire by our vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Hear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Liievtenant Commander John L. Davis.

United States Gunboat Wissahickon,

Off Charleston Bar, S. C, March 19, 1863.

SlR: I have the honor to report, that at half-past twelve o'clock last night I

discovered a steamer, which had been fired at by the blockading vessels lying

outside of my position, running in for Charleston. I at once opened my battery

upon her, and with such effect as to cause the stranger to stop and show a light,

when I ceased firing, understanding a hail that he surrendered. Upon approaching

him he had changed the direction of the vessel's head, started off to the north-

ward, intending to run in along the beach. I headed him off, using all the guns

I could bring to bear, pressing him hard, and, no doubt disabled, he ran aground

about two miles to the eastward of Breach inlet, and displayed a bright white

light. I stopped firing and despatched boats in charge of Lieutenant S. Casey,

with orders for all on board to come immediately to this vessel. When Mr.

Casey reached the steamer all hands had deserted her in their boats.

Preparations were at once made to get the vessel off. She proved to be a

large iron steamer, the Georgiana, last from Nassau, N. P.

Having made signal for assistance, boats from the Canandaigua, Housatonic,

Memphis, and America, reported themselves. Every effort was made by kedging

and towing with this vessel to get the steamer afloat, but without success. Before

she was deserted every means was adopted, under the precipitate flight of the
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deserters, to insure her filling with water, and I have reason to suppose the

vessel's hull had sustained material injury from our shot. Lieutenant M. S.

Stuyvesant, of the Housatonic, reported the fact that the vessel was rapidly filling.

Having exhausted every effort to keep her free, and not knowing how near she

was to the rebel batteries, I directed him to secure all the property he could

and set fire to the steamer.

Just at daylight the boats shoved off, the vessel having above fourteen feet of

water in her hold, and being on fire.

There was not much property saved.

The officers commanding the boats were directed by me to take an inventory

of the articles they had secured and hand to me the list. As soon as they are

rendered I will forward them to you.

I think it quite probable when the weather moderates there may be obtained

some of her cargo and machinery. The character of the cargo is not known,
except what was lying on top, such as small rifled guns, projectiles, and Enfield

rifles, as no manifest was found.

I would respectfully state that I ceased firing on both occasions when the

light was displayed, understanding it to be a signal of surrender, and to con-

tinue firing would have been in violation of the rights of helpless creatures, and
barbarous; but from the conduct of those in authority on board, it is evident

they disregarded honorable principles by taking advantage of my humanity, for

after surrendering they attempted to escape with the vessel.

I was in doubt as to continuing to fire on her after she got aground, although

a light was shown, but I gave them the benefit of a doubt, supposing that they
would not repeat their first offence, if such a slight expression could be applied

to their cases. * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN L. DAVIS,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont, U. S. N.,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

FIRST ATTACK ON FORT SUMTER.

Flag-Ship New Ironsides,

Inside Charleston Bar, April 8, 1863.

Sir: I yesterday moved up with eight iron-clads and this ship and attacked

Fort Sumter, intending to pass it and commence action on its northwest face, in

accordance with my order of battle.

The heavy fire we received from it and Fort Moultrie, and the nature of the

obstructions, compelled the attack from the outside. It was fierce and obstinate,

and the gallantry of the officers and men of the vessels engaged was conspic-

uous.

This vessel could not be brought into such close action as I endeavored to

get her; owing to the narrow channel and rapid current she became partly un-

manageable, and was twice forced to anchor to prevent her going ashore, once
owing to her having come into collision with two of the monitors. She could

not get nearer than one thousand yards.

Owing to the condition of the tide and unavoidable accident, I had been com-
pelled to delay action until late in the afternoon, and toward evening, finding no
impression made upon the fort, I made the signal to withdraw the ships, in-

tending to renew the attack this morning.
But the commanders of the monitors came on board and reported ver-
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bally the injuries to their vessels, when, without hesitation or consultation,

(for I never hold councils of war,) I determined not to renew the attack, for in my
judgment it would have converted a failure into a disaster ; and I will only add that

Charleston cannot be taken by a purely naval attack, and the army could give

me no co-oper tion. Had I succeeded in entering the harbor I should have had
twelve hundred men and thirty-two guns, but five of the eight iron-clads were
wholly or partially disabled after a brief engagement.

The reports of the commanding officers will be forwarded with my detailed

report, and I send Commander lMiind home with this despatch, whose vessel

sank this morning from the effects of the bombardment yesterday, and who will

give the department all the information it may desire.

I have alluded above only to forts Sumter and Moultrie, but the vessels

were also exposed to the fire of the batteries on Cummings's Point, Mount
Pleasant, the Redan, and Fort Beauregard.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

P. S.—I forward herewith a list of the casualties, marked Nos. 1 and 2, on
board the Keokuk and Nahant.

S. F. DUPONT.

List of casualties on board the Keokuk.

United States Flag-Ship New Ironsides,
Charleston Harbor, April 8, 1863.

The following is a list of casualties on board the United States steam battery

Keokuk in the action of April 7 :

Wounded.—Alexander Mcintosh, (acting ensign,) and Charles McLaughlin,
(seaman,) dangerously; James Ryan and William McDonald, (seamen,) se-

verely; Charles B. Mott, (landsman,) painfully; Comminder A. C. Rhind,
slightly ; Richard Nicholson, (quartermaster,) David Chaplin, J. W. Abbott,

George Watson, 0. C. Clifford, J. O'Connell, J. E. O'Connor, Henry Swords,
John Brown, 2d, (seamen,) and J. Cuddybuck, (ship's cook,) slightly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. RHIND, Commander.
Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont.

Casualties on board the Nahant.

United States Iron-clad Nahant,

Off Charleston, April 7, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties in the action of to-day :

Commander John Downes, (Massachusetts,) slight contusion of foot from a

piece of iron loosened from pilot-house. Pilot Isaac Sofield, (New Jersey,)

severe contusion of neck and shoulder from flying bolt in pilot house ; is doing

well. Quartermaster Edward Cobb, (Massachusetts,) compound communicated
fracture of skull from flying bolt in pilot-house ; has since died. John
MacAlstine, seaman, (Canada,) concussion of brain from flying bolt in turret

striking him on the head ; is doing well. John Jackson, seaman, (Massachu-

setts,) Roland Martin, seaman, (Massachusetts,) James Murray, seaman, (Mas-
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saehusetts,) were very slightly hurt by flying bolts in turret, not disabling any

of them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0* EMERY STEDMAN,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Commander John Dowives, U. S. N.,

Commanding U. S. Steamer NaJiant.

Forwarded

:

JOHN DOWNES, Commander.

Detailed, report of Rear-Admiral Samuel F. DuVont.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Fort Royal Ilarlor, S. C, April 15, 1863.

SiR: In my previous despatch of April 8 I gave a brief account of the attack

on Fort Sumter on the afternoon of the 7th instant, and I have the honor to

present to the department a more detailed report.

On the morning of the 2d instant I left Port Royal for North Edisto, hoist-

ing my flag on the United States steamer James Adger, Commander Patterson,

and crossed the bar the same day.

As there was some reason to believe that, on the departure of the iron-clads

from Port Royal, there might be an attempt to commit a raid by the Atlanta

and other rams at Savannah, and as the army was apprehensive of an attack

on their positions at Hilton Head and Beaufort, I had ordered Captain Steedman
to Poit Royal with his vessel, the Paul Jones, having previously directed the

Wabash, Commander Corbin, and Vermont, Commander Reynolds, to be

hauled over to the Hilton Head shore to protect the vast amount of public

property there. The Sebago was also stationed in Calibogue sound, the

Marblehead in Savannah river, and the E. 13. Hale in Broad river; whilst the

Paul Jones, owing to her light draught, was also to make frequent recon-

noissances up the latter stream and the Beaufort river.

On the 5th instant, having provided steamers to tow the iron-clads, I left

North Edisto for Charleston with all the vessels intended to participate in the

attack on that place, and arrived there in the afternoon.

In accordance with my previous arrangements, the Keokuk, Commander
Rhiiid, aided by Captain Boutelle, of the United States Coast Survey, and
Acting Master Piatt, with Pilot Godfrey and others, proceeded at once to buoy
the bar, and to report the depth of water which could be availed of in crossing

the next morning with the New Ironsides.

The Patapsco, Commander Ammen, and the Catskill, Commander G. W.
Rodgers, covered the Keokuk during this operation, and afterwards anchored
inside of the bar that same evening, in order to protect the buoys.

On the morning of the 6th instant I crossed the bar with the New Ironsides,

Commodore T. Turner, and the rest of the iron-clads, viz., Passaic, Captain
Drayton, Weehawken, Captain John Rodgers, Montauk, Captain J. S. Worden,
Patapsco, Commander Ammen, Catskill, Commander G. W. Rodgers, Nan-
tucket, Commander Fairfax, Nahant, Commander Downes, and the Keokuk,
Commander Rhind, intending to proceed the same day to the attack of Fort
Sumter, and thence to the city of Charleston ; but after reaching an anchorage
inside, the weather became so hazy, preventing our seeing the ranges, that the

pilots declined to go further. I herewith enclose (marked No. 1) the order of

battle and the plan of attack, in which the Weehawken, Captain John Rodgers,
with a raft in front, was to be the leading vessel of the line, and the Keokuk,
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Commander Rhind, was to be the last, the New Ironsides being in the centre

from which signals could be better made to both ends of the line.

On the following day, April 7, at noon, this being the earliest hour at which,

owing to the state of the tide, the* pilots would consent to move, I mude signal

to the vessels to weigh anchor, having previously ordered them not to reply to

the batteries on Morris island, but reserve their fire until they could pass Fort
Sumter, in case there were no obstructions, and attack the northwest face.

The chain of the Weehawken, the leading vessel, had, however, become entan-

gled in the grapnels of the pioneer raft, and the vessels were delayed in moving
uutil about fifteen minutes past one, when, everything being clear, the Weehaw-
ken moved on, followed by the Passaic and others in the regular order of battle.

On the way up the leading vessel passed a number of buoys strewed about

in every direction, causing a suspicion of torpedoes, one of which burst near the

Weehawken, without, however, producing any serious injury.

At ten minutes past two the Weehawken, the leading vessel, signalled ob-

structions in her vicinity, and soon after approached very close to them. They
extended across the harbor from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter, and were
marked by rows of casks very near together, and in several lines. Beyond*

these, again, piles were seen extending from James island to the middle ground.

At 2.50 the guns of Fort Moultrie opened upon the Weehawken, followed

shortly after by all the batteries on Sullivan's island, Morris island, and Fort

Sumter.

Not being able to pass the obstructions, the Weehawken, and, successively,

the Passaic, Nahant, and others, were obliged to turn, which threw the line into

some confusion as the other vessels approached. This was particularly the

case with the flag-ship, which became, in a measure, entangled with the moni-

tor.-, and coald not bring her battery to bear upon Fort Sumter without great

risk of firing into them. She was obliged on her way up to anchor twice, to

prevent her from going ashore, and on one of these occasions in consequence of

having come into collision with two of the iron-clads.

The monitors and the Keokuk were able to get within easy range of Fort

Sumter at distances varying from 550 to 800 yards, in which positions they

were subjected, successively, to a tremendous concentrated fire from all the

batteries on Sullivan's island, Morris island, Sumter, and others of the most

formidable kind, and from guns of the heaviest calibre.

Not being able to place the New Ironsides where I desired, though she was
within a distance of 1,000 yards, and evening approaching, at 4.30 I made
signal to withdraw from action, intending to resume the attack the next morn-

During the evening the commanding officers of the iron-clads came on board

the flag-ship, and, to my regret, I soon became convinced of the utter impracti-

cability of taking the city of Charleston by the force under my command.
,No ship had been exposed ,to the severest fire of the enemy over forty (40)

minutes, and yet in that brief period, as the department will perceive by the

detailed reports of the commanding officers, five of the iron-clads were wholly

or partially disabled; disabled, too, (as the obstructions could not be passed,)

in that which was most essential to our success—I mean in their armament, or

power of inflicting injury by their guns.

Commander Unhid, in the Keokuk, had only been able to fire three times

during the short period he was exposed to the guns of the enemy, and was
obliged to withdraw from action to prevent his vessel from sinking, which event

occurred on the following morning.

The Nahant, Commander Downes, was most seriously damaged, her turret

being so jammed as effectually to prevent its turning; many of the bolts of both

turret and pilot-house were broken, and the latter became nearly untenable in

consequence of ,the nuts and ends flying across it.
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Captain P. Drayton, in the Passaic, after the fourth fire from her 11-inch

gun, was unable to use it again during the action ; and his turret also became

jammed, though he was, after some delay, enabled to get it in motion again.

Commander Ammen, of the Patapsco, lost the use of his rifled gun after the

fifth fire, owing to the carrying aw£y of the forward cap square bolts. On the

Nantucket, Commander Fairfax reports that after the third shot from the

XV-inch gun, the port stopper became jammed, several shot striking very near

the port and driving in the plates, preventing the further use of that gun during

the action.

The other iron-clads, though struck many times severely, were still able to

use their guns, but I am convinced that, in all probability, in another thirty

minutes they would have been likewise disabled.

In the detailed reports herewith forwarded, from the commanding officers of

all the vessels engaged, excepting that of the New Ironsides, not yet received,

(respectively marked Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,) the department will be fully

informed of the character and extent of the injuries received by these vessels,

and to which I have only partially referred.

I also forward herewith a statement in tabular form, (marked No. 10,) drawn
up by the ordnance officer, Lieutenant Mackenzie, by which, among other things,

it appears that only one hundred and thirty-nine shot and shell were fired by
our vessels, though during that same period the enemy poured upon us an in-

cessant storm of round shot and shell, rifled projectiles of all descriptions, and
red-hot shot.

Any attempt to pass through the obstructions I have referred to would have
entangled the vessels, and held them under the most severe fire of heavy ord-

nance that has ever been delivered ; and while it is barely possible that some
vessels might have forced their way through, it would only have been to be
again impeded by fresh and more formidable obstructions, and to encounter

other powerful batteries, with which the whole harbor of Charleston has been
lined.

I had hoped that the endurance of the iron-clads would have enabled them
to have borne any weight of fire to which they might have been exposed; but
when I found that so large a portion of them were wholly or one-half disabled,

by less than an hour's engagement, before attempting to remove (overcome) the

obstructions, or testing the power of the torpedoes, I was convinced that per-

sistence in the attack would only result in the loss of the greater portion of the

iron-clad fleet, and in leaviug many of them inside the harbor, to fall into the

hands of the enemy.
The slowness of our fire, and our inability to. occupy any battery that we

might silence, or to prevent its being restored under cover of night, were diffi-

culties of the gravest character, and until the outer forts should have been taken,

the army could not enter the harbor or afford me any assistance.

The want of success, however, will not prevent 'me from bringing to the no-

tice of the department the gallant officers and men who took part in this des-

perate conflict.

Commodore Turner of the New Ironsides, Captain Drayton of the Passaic,

Captain John Rodgers of the Weehawken, Captain J. L. Worden of the Mon-
tauk, Commander Ammen of the Patapsco, Commander George W. Rodgers of

the Catskill, Commander Fairfax of the Nantucket, Commander Downes of the

Nahant, and Commander Rhind of the Keokuk, did everything that the utmost
gallantry and skill could accomplish, in the management of their untried vessels.

These commanding officers have long been known to me; many of them served
in this squadron before, and were present at the capture of the Port Royal forts;

they are men of the highest professional capacity and courage, and fully sus-

tained their reputations, coming up to my requirements. I commend them and
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tlieir reports, which speak of those under them, to the consideration of the de-

partment.

I took my personal staff with me to the New Ironsides. On this, as on all

other occasions, I had invaluable assistance from the fleet captain, Commander
C. R. P. Rodgers, who was with me in the pilot-house, directing the movements
of the squadron. For now over eighteen months in this war this officer has

been afloat with me, and, in my opinion, no language could overstate his services

to his country, to this fleet, and to myself as its commander-in-chief.

Lieutenant S. W. Preston, my flag lieutenant, who has also been with me for

the same period, exhibited his usual vigilance and zeal, and, with that ability

which is so far beyond his years, he arranged a special code of signals, which
was used, and served on the gun-deck battery of the New Ironsides.

My aid, Ensign M. L. Johnson, full of spirit and energy, made the signals

under difficult circumstances, and kept an accurate note of all that were made
to and from the fleet.

Lieutenant A. S. Mackenzie, the ordnance officer of the squadron, had been
preparing his department of the expedition with ceaseless labor, care, and intel-

ligence. He served also on the gun-deck of the New Ironsides.

The reserved squadron of wooden vessels referred to in my general order of

battle, under Captain J. F. Green, of the Canandaigua, wras always in readiness,

but their services in the engagement were not called into action.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commandbig S. A. B. Squadron.

P. S.—Since the above was written, the report of Commodore Turner, of the

New Ironsides, has been received, and is herewith enclosed, (marked No. 11.)

S. F. D. P.

Rear-Admiral, 8ft).

Order of battle and plan of attach upon Charleston, South Carolina.

Flag-Ship James Adger,
North Edisto, S. C, April 4, 1863.

The bar will be buoyed by the Keokuk, Commander Rhind, assisted by C.

O. Boutelle, assistant United States Coast Survey, commanding the Bibb, by
Acting Ensign Piatt, and the pilots of the squadron.

The commanding officers will, previous to crossing, make themselves ac-

quainted with the value of the buoys.

The vessels will, on signal being made, form in the prescribed order ahead,

at intervals of one cable's length.

The squadron will pass up the main ship channel without returning the fire

of the batteries on Morris island, unless signal should be made to commence
action.

The ships will open fire on Fort Sumter when within easy range, and will

take up a position to the northward and westward of that fortification, engaging
its left or northwest face at a distance of from six hundred to eight hundred
yards, firing low and aiming at the centre embrasure.

The commanding officers will instruct their officers and men to carefully avoid

wasting a shot, and will enjoin upon them the necessity of precision rather than

rapidity of fire.

Each ship will be prepared to render every assistance possible to vessels that

may require it.

The special code of signals prepared for the iron-clad vessels will be used in

action.
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After the reduction of Fort Sumter, it is probable that the next point of

attack will be the batteries on Morris island.

The order of battle will be the line ahead in the following succession :

1. Weehawken.
2. Passaic.

3. Montauk.
4. Patapsco.

5. New Ironsides.

6. Catskill.

7. Nantucket.

8. Nahant.

9. Keokuk.
A squadron of vessels, of which Captain J. F. Green will be the senior offi-

cer, will be formed outside the bar and near the entrance buoy, consisting of the

following vessels : Canandaigua, Housatonic, Huron, Unadilla, Wissahickon
;

and will be held in readiness to support the iron-clads when they attack the

batteries on Morris island.

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding 8. A. B. Squadron.

Report of Captain Percival Drayton, commanding United States iron-clad

Passaic.

United States Iron-clad Passaic,

Off Morris Island, S. C, April 8, 1863,

In obedience to your signal, I yesterday at 12.30 got under way, prepared to

follow the Weehawken, which vessel had on the bow a raft projection for catch-

ing torpedoes ; this, however, pulling her anchor and causing some delay. I at

12.40 signalled for permission to go ahead. The Weehawken, however, having

at length cleared her anchor, proceeded at 1.15 towards Charleston, followed by
this vessel. On the way up a number of buoys of various descriptions were
passed, strewed about in every direction, and causing suspicion of torpedoes, one

of which machines we saw burst under the bow of the Weehawken. At 2.50

Fort Moultrie and the batteries on Sullivan's island opened, to which I replied

with the Xl-inch in passing, and pushed on for Sumter, whose guns began al-

most immediately to fire, and were at once answered by my two. When oppo-

site the centre of the fort, we came pretty close to some obstructions which
seemed to extend the whole way from Fort Moultrie across; here I stopped,

as the Weehawken had done just before. At the fourth shot from Xl-inch gun,

I was struck in quick succession in the lower part of the turret by two heavy
shot, which bu'ged in its plates and beams, and forcing logether the rails on
which the Xl-inch carriage worked, rendered it wholly useless for the remainder
of the action, several hours being necessary to put it again in working order.

Soon after it was discovered that there was something the matter with the turret

itself, which could not be moved, and on examination it was found that a part

of the brass ring underneath it had been broken off, and being forced in board,

had jammed; on clearing this the turret could again be moved, but for some
time irregularly.

A little after, a very heavy rifle shot struck the upper edge of- the turret,

broke all of its eleven plates, and then glancing upwards took the pilot-house,

yet with such force as to make an indentation of two and a half inches, ex-

tending nearly the whole length of the shot. The blow was so severe as to con-

siderably mash in the pilot-house, bend it over, open the plates and squeeze out
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the top, so that on one side it was lifted up three inches above the top on which
it rested, exposing the inside of the pilot-house, and rendering it likely that the

next shot would take off the top itself entirely.

At 4.10, being desirous of more carefully examining into the injuries to the

gun carriage and turret, as the engineer thought one of the braces which sup-

ports the latter was broken, and also to see what was the external injury to the

pilot-house, and whether it was possible to get the top into place, and not being

able to do this in the crowd of vessels which were all around and under so

fierce a fire, I dropped a little below Fort Moultrie and anchored, having sig-

nalled for your permission, which was not, I think, seen, however.
I soon satisfied myself that there was nothing to be done either to the pilot-

house or Xl-inch gun ; and the injury to the turret not proving very serious, I

was just about returning to the upper fort, when you made signal to follow your
motions, and very soon after, at 4.30, to retire from action.

At 5 I got under way and followed the Ironsides to my present anchorage.

The only really serious injuries were the ones mentioned above, although the

vessel was struck thirty-five times, as follows : outside armor, fifteen times,

which it has been too rough to examine; deck, five times, once very badly;

turret, ten times; pilot-house, twice; smoke-pipe, once; flag-staff over turret

shot away, and boat shattered.

There was a little motion, and in consequence some of the outside shots are

low down. Several bolt-heads were knocked off and thrown into the pilot-house

and turret, and the former might have done serious injury to those inside, had
they not been stopped by a sheet-iron lining which I had placed there while at

Port Royal.

Owing to the delays caused by the various accidents ending in the entire dis-

abling of one gun, I was only able to fire four times from the Xl-inch, and
nine from the XV-inch gun. There was some loss of time also, from the neces-

sity of using the sectional rammer, as the fire was all around and required the

ports to be kept closed.

On account of the dense smoke I was not able to see the effect of my own
shots, but, except a few scars, I could not perceive either yesterday or this

morning, when 1 had a very good view of its lower face, that the fort was in the

least injured, and am satisfied that our limited number of guns, with their slow

fire and liability to get out of order, were no match f >r the hundreds which were

concentrated on them, at distances perhaps scarcely anywhere beyond a half

mile, and nearly as well protected against injury from shot as were ours.

I could see several ranges of piles running nearly across the upper harbor, the

first line having a narrow opening, just beyond which were the enemy's steamers,

three of them apparently iron-clads.

I was more than usually incommoded by smoke during the action, owing, no
doubt, to the difficulty of keeping the blower-bands in working order, with such

an amount of water as has been for days pouring over them through the lower

part of the turret—a most serious evil, and which I think calls for a remedy,

if the turret is to be kept up in any but the smoothest water.

My experience at Fort McAllister satisfied me that the decks were not strong

enough; and this of Fort Sumter, that the pilot-house is not capable of with-

standing heavy shot for any length of time, and even throws a doubt on the

turret itself, or at least its machinery.

The fire to which we were subjected was as fierce, I suspect, as vessels are

often exposed to ; and one of my officers, who was below, tells me that at. one

time, in a few seconds he counted fifteen shots which passed over his head just

above the deck, and at times the whistling was so rapid he could not keep

count at all.

This certainly shows how much battering our iron-clads escaped by being so

low on the water. You probably observed yourself, in the Ironsides, the great
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difficulty of managing these vessels and keeping them clear of each other and

the bottom, with the limited power of vision which the holes in the pilot-house

afford ; and when to this is added the smoke, I consider it a piece of great good

luck that none of us got ashore, or received injury from collision.

In conclusion, I have to thank Liiut3:iant Commander Miller, and the other

officers, and the crew generally, for the quiet and efficient manner in which all

their duties were performed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. DRAYTON, Captain.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, Flag-ship Ironsides.

Report of Captain John Rodgers, commanding United States iron-clad

Weehawhen.
» »

United States Steamer Weehawken,
Inside Charleston Bar, S. C, April 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report.

Yesterday, April 7, one of the grapnels of the raft attached to us became so

entangled in our chain that the Weehawken was detained about two hours in

getting under way. In obedience to given signal we succeeded, however, in

arriving under the fire of Fort Sumter at about 2.50 p. m.

The accuracy of the shooting on the part of the rebels was very great, having

been obtained, no doubt, by practice at range targets, since I remarked that,

as we passed a buoy, all the guns opened at once. The missiles were very
formidable, being, I infer from their marks, bolts, balls, rifled shell, and steel-

pointed shot. More than 100 guns, I think, fired upon us at once, with great

rapidity, and mostly at short range. My counted shot-marks are fifty-three

;

some, I presume, have escaped attention.

Two or three heavy shot struck the side armor near the same place. They
have so broken the iron that it only remains in splintered fragments upon that

spot ; much of it can be picked off by hand, and the wood is exposed.

The deck was pierced so as to make a hole, through which water ran into the

vessel
;
but it was not large. Thirty-six bolts were broken in the turret, and

a good many in the pilot-house; but as these are concealed by an iron lining, I

have no means of knowing how many.
At one time the turret revolved with difficulty in consequence of a shot upon

its junction with the pilot-house, but it worked well again after a few turns had
been made with higher steam. The guns and carriages performed well. At 5

o'clock, in obedience to signal, withdrew from the range of fire and anchored.

From the nature of the attack the vessels were alternately under the hottest fire,

and no one, I presume, may be said to have had it very severe for more than
forty minutes.

We approached very close to the obstructions extending from Fort Sumter
to Fort Moultrie—as near, indeed, as I could get without running upon them.
They were marked by rows of casks very near together. To the eye they
appeared almost to touch one another, and there was more than one line of

them. To me they appeared thus

:

QDarjE
n D °

a D ana
The appearance was so formidable that, upon deliberate judgment, I thought

it right not to entangle the vessel in obstructions which I did not think we
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could have passed through, and in which we should have been caught. Beyond
these, piles were seen between Castle Pinkney and the middle ground.

A torpedo exploded under us, or very near to us; it lifted the vessel a little,

but I am unable to perceive that it has done us any damage. I have no acci-

dent to report.

The raft which we had attached to our bow did not much impede our steering,

but while lying at anchor the waves converted it into a huge battering ram.

In two days it had started the armor upon our bow. No vessel can carry it ex-

cept in smooth water. Its motions did not correspond to the movements of the

Weehawken. Sometimes, when she rose to the sea the raft fell, and the re-

verse. Thus we were threatened with having it on our decks or under the
' overhang. No prudent m in would carry the torpedo attached to the raft in a
fleet; an accidental collision would blow up his own friend, and he would be
more dreaded than an enemy.

All the officers and men behaved so admirably, that I am unable to select

one for especial commendation. I am much indebted to Mr. Robert Piatt, of

the United States Coast Survey steamer Bibb, for his cool and efficient pilotage

of the vessel, which he continued to direct after a ball touching the pilot-house

immediately over his head had given him a severe concussion.

The guns, machinery, and in a word all our appliances, were in excellent

order, owing to the care and attention of the executive officer, Lieutenant Com-
mon ler L. H. Newman, Acting First Assistant Engineer James G. Young, and
of the other officers.

With your present means, I could not, if I were asked, recommend a renewal

of the attack.

I have the honor to be vour obedient servant,

JOHN RODGERS, Captain.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPoNT,
Commanding Soutk Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Captain John L. JVorden, commanding United States iron-clad

Montauk.

United States Steamer Montauk,
Inside Charleston Bar, April 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that on yesterday, at thirty minutes past noon,

this vessel got under way in accordance with signal from the flag-ship, taking

the position assigned in line next astern of the Passaic, and proceeded up the

channel. At fifty minutes past two o'clock p. m. Fort Moultrie opened fire at

long range upon the advanced vessels, and soon after all the forts on Sullivan's

island, and the two upon the upper end of Morris's island, did the same. Atten
minutes past three o'clock this vessel opened fire upon Fort Sumter at about

eight hundred yards distance, and still advancing. A few minutes later, the lead-

ing vessels having stopped in position about six hundred yards from the fort, I

also stopped in my assigned position near the Passaic, and at about the same
distance from the fort as the other vessels, and delivered my fire deliberately.

Some minutes later, the flood tide having made, and setting the vessel

close to some formidable looking obstructions, (which I deemed it highly

important to avoid,) they turned their heads towards the flood, and I followed in

their wake. As soon as I could get my vessel under control, which it was quite

difficult to do in avoiding the other vessels, I turned towards the fort again, got

within about seven hundred yards of it, and delivered my fire as long as I was
able to hold that position; but the tide drifting us, and the other vessels being
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close around me, I again turned to avoid fouling them, still delivering my fire as

opportunity occurred. h

At about five o'clock I ceased firing and withdrew from action, in accordance

with signal from flag-ship, and stood slowly down against the tide, and at 5.40

o'clock p. m. anchored in the channel about two and one-quarter miles below

Fort Sumter.

For about fifty minutes only the vessels of the fleet were under a concentrated

and terrific fire, and received their injuries during that time.

This vessel was hit fourteen times, but received no material damage. I enclose

a report of the injuries sh^ received, and another of the ammunition expended.

I am happy to be able to report no casualties.

I desire to say that I experienced serious embarrassment in manoeuvring my
vessel in the narrow and uncertain channel, with the limited means of observa-

tion afforded from the pilot-house, under the rapid and concentrated fire from
the forts, the vessels of the fleet close around me, and neither compass nor buoys
to guide me.

After testing the weight of the enemy's fire, anl observing the obstructions,

I am led to believe that Charleston cannot be taken by the naval force now
present, and that, had the attack been continued, it could not have failed to result

in disaster.

To the officers and crew en masse I can proudly give unbounded praise for

their coolness and efficiency, and for their cheerful and ready support.

To the executive officer, Lieutenant Commander C. II. Cushman, I am much
indebted for the very efficient organization of the crew, and for all the arrange-

ments for battle. He has given me an earnest, intelligent and efficient support

on all occasions.

§
Acting Assistant Paymaster Samuel F. Brown, having volunteered to act as

signal officer, and made himself familiar with the new code of signals adopted, was
with me in the pilot-house, and, by his quickness of sight and of apprehension,

was of material service to me, particularly in view of my much impaired eye-sight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN L. WORDEN,
Captain, Commanding Montauk.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Com'dg South Atlantic Blockading Squalron,

United States Steamer New Ironsides, inside Charleston Bar.

Report of Lieutenant Commander C. H. Cushman, of injuries sustained by the

Montauk.

The following is the report of the effect upon the United States steamer
Montauk of the enemy's fire in the attack on Fort Sumter, April 7, 1863 :

Hits on side armor, four. One of these is severe, detaching the entire after

starboard section of plating about three-eighths of an inch from the backing.
The section will require refastening. Three of these are not injuries.

Hits on turret, three ; none injurious.

Hits on pilot-house, one. This hit is tolerably severe, loosening three bolts

and starting in the plating somewhat. In addition there are some light scars

from grape or langrage.

Hits on deck plating, three ; none very severe. In addition there are some
grape-marks also on deck, and one grape-shot lodged between bolts of forward
warping chock.
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Hits on upper smoke-stack, three; all unimportant. Second cutter was cut

adrift and lost, and flags and staffs considerably ridored by grape-shot.

Respectfully, &c, &c,
C. H. CUSHMAN,

.Lieutenant Commanding and Executive Officer.

Captain John L. Worden,
United States Steamer Montauk.

Report of Commander Daniel Amm.cn, commanding United States iron-clad

Pataj)sco.

Iron-clad Patapsco,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, April 14, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that on arriving off Charleston on the after-

noon of the 5th I proceeded, as directed, to cover the movements of the Keokuk
when she sounded the bar, anchoring with the Catskill, as near as safety would
permit. It was near sunset when the work was completed, and our pilot had
received instructions. The Patapsco was immediately got under way, crossed

the bar, and anchored near the inner buoy. After dark we were joined by the

Catskill. At 11 p. m. a steamer was discovered approaching from the direction

of Charleston. She left as soon as she found herself in our vicinity, and disap-

peared before I had an opportunity to fire on her. In obedience to your signal,

at 12.15 p. m. of the 7th we got under way and took the position in liue as as-

signed. Owing to unavoidable delays at the head of the line, the leading

vessel reached an effective range for the heavy ordnance of the enemy at about

3 p. m., when she was opened upon from Fort Sumter, and, shortly after, from

a sand battery above Fort Moultrie, with adjacent sand batteries, sand battery

Beauregard, and the heavy guns on Cummings's Point.

The Patapsco was the fourth vessel in line, and at 3.10 opened with the

150-pounder rifle, when at a distance of 1,500 yards from Sumter. Following

in position, we opened, when at about 1,200 yards, with the heavy gun. After

the fifth discharge of the rifle that gun was rendered useless, from carrying

away the forward cap square bolts, an injury which could not be repaired for

two hours, notwithstanding the strenuous exertions of the executive officer and
the senior engineer.

Shortly after our leading vessel, following the head of the line, turned sea-

ward. At that time, or before, I discovered several rows of buoys above us
;

also one or two rows of piles or heavily moored wooden buoys above them, one

row, to the left of Sumter, high out of the water. This last appeared to be

some distance above. Endeavoring to turn, a ship's length short of the Mon-
tauk, we found the headway of the vessel cease, and that she no longer obeyed
the helm. Backing, we got off, but had been sufficiently long on the enemy's
obstruction to receive the concentrated fire of the batteries mentioned, consist-

ing, as far as I can judge from the marks and pieces, of projectiles of 7 and
8-inch rifles and 10 and 11-inch columbiads. At this time we were probably

within 600 yards from Fort Moultrie, and a little more than double the distance

from Sumter.

We had passed several buoys for range of guns or other purposes on going

up, and after getting off of the obstructions, passed down on the same side.

Although I endeavored, I found it impossible at the time, to make the signal

that we were on an obstruction, and I have to regret that, observing the effect

of our fire, the want of space or means of observation in the pilot-house, and

manoeuvring the vessel, prevented that close observation of the obstructions or



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 209

the forces of the batteries of the enemy which would have been desirable, the

seeing of all the signals made by you, or the accurate noting of the times.

After a few heavy blows on the turret, the quantity of steam before ample

to turn it was insufficient, and this was also cause of annoyance, delay, and a

decreased fire from the only gun available.

Obeying the signal to withdraw from action, I anchored on the port bow of

the New Ironsides, ready to aid her if required, and afterwards, obeying in-

structions, anchored for the night in line.

Forty-seven projectiles of the enemy struck the vessel. No damage was
done which disabled her, although injuries were received which multiplied

would do so. Forty bolts of the smoke-stack were broken, and a chain around

it will be necessary to its continued security.

The officers and crew acquitted themselves as usual. I am indebted to

Acting Master Vaughan, transferred temporarily to this vessel, for valuable aid

in avoiding collisions, as it is out of the question for one person to observe

properly from the various light holes. I think a want of vision one of the

most serious defects of this class, making it impossible to fight them advan-

tageously, to avoid dangers, or to make a satisfactory reconnoissance.

Another question of great importance as relates to their efficient employment
is the character of the battery. If it is proposed to batter down forts with a

15-inch gun, then it is quite plain that we have to come within distances at

which heavy ordnance, if employed in heavy batteries against us, cannot fail

in the end to injure or perhaps disable us. A comparatively light projectile,

with the same charge of powder, might enable us to take such distance as

would be effective, and yet be comparatively free from injury to us.

Owing to the early disabling of the rifle and the various discomfitures referred

to, only five projectiles were fired from each gun. I saw several of them were
effective.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAN'L AMMEN,
Connnander.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Report of Commander George TV. Rodgers, commanding United States iron-

clad Catskill.

United States Iron-clad Catskill,
Inside Charleston Bar, Ajnil 8, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that immediately after the arrival of this ship

off Charleston, on the 5th instant, I went close in to the bar, to cover the Keo-
kuk while sounding out the channel. About sundown, the channel having been
buoyed, I got under way, in obedience to your order, and went over the bar.

It was too dark to see the buoys, but the Patapsco having gone over and being
alone inside, I pushed on and anchored safely inside. During the night a steamer
came in sight, apparently reconnoitring, but returned upon being discovered.

The 6th, the weather was too thick to see the ranges for proceeding up the chan-

nel. The 7th, at 12.15 p. m., in obedience to signal, I got under way with the

fleet. At 1.45, having formed in order of battle, line ahead, my position being

next astern the flag-ship, started ahead. At 2.50, Forts Moultrie, Sumter, and
Beauregard, with the batteries at Cummings's Point, Mount Pleasant, and the

causeway or redan extending from Fort Moultrie, opened upon the head of the

line ; the flag-ship becoming unmanageble from shoal water and strong tide, I

14 N
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passed her. At 3.35, the first shot struck the Oatskill, and at 3.39 I opened
fire upon Fort Sumter, disregarding the others, the leading vessels having pro-

ceeded as far as the obstructions. I pushed on, and approaching within six

hundred yards of Fort Sumter, near the Keokuk, continued my fire, which I could

see take effect ; one 15-inch shot apparently dismounted one of the barbette

guns. At 5, in obedience to signal, I withdrew from action and anchored with
the fleet inside the bar, out of range.

The cross fire from the forts and batteries was most severe. Several lines of

buoys extended from Fort Sumter across the channel, and from the middle
ground extended a row of piles, inside of which were several steamers. I was
surprised to find, even with this severe fire, that these vessels could be so much
injured in so short a time, two or three having passed me during the action to

which some disaster had happened. This vessel was struck some twenty times,

but without any serious injury except one shot upon the forward part of the

deck, which broke both plates, the deck planking, and drove down the iron

stanchion sustaining this beam about one inch, causing the deck to leak.

I am glad to say that no person was injured during the engagement. The
officers and creAV of this vessel all behaved with coolness and courage. Lieuten-

ant Commander C. 0. Carpenter, the executive officer, and Acting Master J.

W. Simmons, directed the fire of the guns in the turret with energy and skill.

To Senior Engineer George D. Emmons and Peter Trescott, quartermaster,

who steered this ship, I am much indebted for the assistance rendered me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. RODGERS, Commander.
Rear- Admiral S. F. DuPont,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Commander D. McN. Fairfax, commanding United States iron-clad

Nantucket.

United States Iron-clap Nantucket,

Off Cummings 's Point, April 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by this

vessel in the attack of yesterday upon the forts at the entrance to Charleston,

by the iron-clad fleet under your command.
At 1.15 p. m., in obedience to a general signal from the flag-ship, weighed

anchor and took up a position the seventh vessel in order of battle, " the line

ahead."

At 2.50 the batteries opened their fire upon our advanced line. About this

time the New Ironsides seemed to have become unmanageable, falling off and
out of line, with her head down stream. Her slow progress prevented the rear-

most vessels from closing up with those already under fire. It was then the

signal was thrown out to " disregard the motions of the commander-in-chief,"

and the rearmost vessels pushed on to gain a position within effective range of

the forts.

At 3.20 the guns from Fort Beauregard opened upon this vessel at a distance

of 750 yards. At 3.50, having arrived within 750 yards of Fort Sumter and
1,000 yards of Moultrie, and close up to the obstructions thrown across the

channel, I directed the fire of the two guns to be opened upon Fort Sumter.

We were then under the fire of three forts, and most terrific was it for forty-five

to fifty minutes. Our fire was very slow, necessarily, and not half so observa-

ble upoR the walls of the forts as the rain of their rifle-shot and heavy shell was
upon this vessel. After the third shot from the XV-inch gun the port stopper

became jammed, several shot striking very near the port and driving in the
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plating ; it was not used again. The Xl-inch gun was fired during the entire

time of one hour and fifteen minutes only twelve times.

At 5 o'clock the signal to cease firing was made. As the fleet withdrew the

forts materially slackened their fire, evidently not wishing to expend their am-
munition without some result. Certainly, their firing was excellent throughout;

fortunately, it was directed to some half dozen iron-clads at a time. The effect

of their fire upon the Keokuk, together with that of their heavy rifle-shot upon
the monitors, is sufficient proof that any one vessel could not long have with-

stood the concentrated fire of the enemy's batteries. The obstructions being

placed at a concentrated point of fire from the three forts, shows, conclusively,

that they must have been of no mean character. Our fire always drew down
upon us four or five heavy rifle-shots, aimed at our ports. One rifle-shot struck

within less than six inches of the XV-inch port ; several struck very near. I

am convinced that, although this class of vessels can stand a very heavy fire,

yet the want of more guns will render them comparatively harmless before

formidable earthworks and forts. I must say that I am disappointed beyond
measure at this experiment of monitors overcoming strong forts. It was a fair

trial.

I am gratified to be able to say that the officers and crew behaved with be-

coming coolness and bravery. Lieutenant Commander L. A. Beardslee, the ex-

ecutive officer, and the senior engineer, Mr. George H. White, rendered me great

assistance in the working of guns, turret, and even the vessel, as the bell gear

broke early in the fight and the orders had to be passed down to turret-cham-

ber, and thence by a tube into the engine-room.

Herewith are the reports of executive officer and senior engineer. They will

explain the condition of the vessel after the attack.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McN. FAIRFAX,
Commander United States Navy.

Hear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander L. A. Beardslee, of injuries sustained by the

Nantucket.

United States Iron-clad Nantucket,
Inside Charleston Bar, April 8, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order, I furnish you with a statement of the in

juries received by this ship during the engagement yesterday.

We were struck fifty-one times, besides a number of dents by fragments of

shells. The turret was struck eighteen times, principally by 10-inch solid and
6-inch rifle-shot. One rifle-shot struck on the lower corner of the XV-inch port,

denting the outer plate about 1 J inch, and bulging the whole thickness, so much
as to prevent the port stopper from swinging. This shot was received after the

third fire of the XV-inch, and disabled the gun for the rest of the fight, we not

being able to open the port. A 10-inch shot struck directly opposite, and near
the top of the turret, starting a number of bolts, and breaking the clamp ring

inside. The others did no serious damage, further than breaking and loosening

a number of bolts. There may be more damage, but we will not be able to

ascertain without removing the " pilaeters " covering the bolt-heads—a job that

cannot be done without, for the time, disabling the turret. During the action

the turret became jammed. Upon examination, we discovered six or seven
bolt-heads and nuts that had fallen inside and into the recess around the bottom
of the turret, rendering it necessary to key the turret higher in order to clear
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them. Upon attempting to revolve the turret again to-day, found that another

had fallen since the first were removed. The pilot-house was struck once, a
square hit, but doing no damage. The side armor was struck nine times—once

below the water-line. A number of the side plates are started so much that

another shot in their vicinity would, in my opinion, knock them off. One bolt

was driven through the iron, and is buried in the oak. One of the deck plates

is started from a blow on the side armor. The smoke-stack was riddled in the

upper sections, and received five shots in the lower sections—one, a solid 10-

inch, fell, after striking upon the deck, and was secured.

The steam-whistle was cut off. The deck plates were cut in twelve places.

One shot cut through the iron, and about two inches into the beam, starting the

plate, several bolts, and the planking for some feet below. This was directly

over the Andrews pump, in the engine-room. The others are not serious. The
first discharge of XV-inch gun blew off eight of the heads of the bolts securing

the muzzle box. The discharge of the Xl-inch gun, or else the blow of a shot

on the turret, lifted one of the perforated plates on top. These plates are not

properly secured. The outer turret plate, in the XV-inch port, is started about

one-fourth of an inch—the next layer in a less degree. Two of the " guides "

to the XI carriage were carried away through the gun not being properly com-
pressed. Some of the gear to the engine-room bell was disabled at the first fire,

causing trouble and confusion in getting orders promptly conveyed from pilot-

house to engine-room. Fortunately, we had had a speaking tube from the turret

chamber to the engine-room put up at Port Royal. The ship is tight, and can,

if necessary, go into another fight at once, but to do so would ; in my opinion,

greatly endanger the ship, unless considerable repairs are first given her, there

being several places too much weakened to resist a second blow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. A. BEARDSLEE.
Lieutenant Commanding, and Executive Officer.

Commander D. McN. Fairfax, U. S. N.,

United States Iron-clad Nantucket.

Report of Senior Engineer George H. White of injuries sustained, by the

Nantucket.

United States Iron-clad Steamer Nantucket,
Inside Charleston Bar, S. C, April 8, 1863.

Sir : I would report the damage done this vessel during the engagement of

the 7th instant, as follows : Of the shots striking the deck, two have made large

scores and cracked the top plate; another, on the starboard side, over the engine-

room platform, and directly above the Andrews pump, ]ias cut through the deck

plates, and several inches into the deck, forcing one of the bolts through the

beam, and the deck planks down on each side of it. The fastenings of both

deck plates and planks are started for several feet. This should receive atten-

tion before the ship takes part in another fight. The other shots on deck have

done no material damage. All the shots striking the side armor have started

the bolts and plates. In one or two places the plates are cracked, but to no

serious extent. Though some of these shots are on or near the water-line, there

are no leaks from them, the vessel remaining as dry as before. The turret has

been struck in a number of places, breaking off the heads of several bolts and

a number of the nuts on the inside. Under the 15-inch port a shot has started

all the plates, causing them for a time to jam the port closer. This difficulty

was overcome this morning. None of the plates are broken. Directly oppo-
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site, but near the top of the turret, a shot has bent the plates badly, carried

away the inner ring, and a number of nuts. The full extent of the injury can-

not be seen, as it is covered by a pilaster, but I cannot think it serious. Two
shots struck the ring at the bottom of the turret, bending it badly, and causing

it to jam. It is of no use in its present condition.

The muzzle-box of the 15-inch gun was carried away from the turret on the

forward side, breaking eight bolts, five on the side and three on the bottom
;

this part of the vessel is a bad fit, which, I think, accounts for all the trouble.

On the forward side of the 11 -inch port the three outer courses of plates have

started by the firing of this gun, the outer one being three-tenths of an inch

beyond its proper position ; the port-hole is cut near the edge of the plate, and
there are no bolts to hold it in place. In revolving the turret it has pressed

several times on the nuts, which have carried away and fallen down; for some
reason, that as yet I have been unable to find out, the turret does not revolve

as freely as before, but I hope to be able to remedy this trouble. The braces

between the deck beams under the turret work slack, and should be provided

with jam nuts. The effect of all the shot that have struck the turret nearly in

a line with the axis seems to indicate that the bolts fit too loosely, and the

iron of the bolts is of such a character as to break too easily. The violent

recoil of the 11-inch gun on one occasion forced a hole through one of the

pilasters, and backed one of the bolts some three inches out of the turret, at the

same time carrying away the two after guides on the carriage; the repairs

required are being made, but in the mean time the gun is ready for duty. The
perforated plate over this gun was raised out of its position, but has been
replaced, and is being firmly secured. In order to learn how many bolts are

broken, the shot racks and plates in the turret will have to be taken up, in

order to remove the pilasters, which would for a time disable the vessel, and
I have not thought it advisable tn recommend it at present.

The impregnable smoke-pipe was struck several times, breaking the heads of

bolts, and carrying away a piece about three inches deep at the top where
the temporary pipe was fastened. The temporary smoke-pipe is full of holes,

but still answers every purpose. The whistle and whistle-pipe *are both shot

away, as the after awning stanches. The pilot-house was struck once, but no
damage was done. During the early part of the engagement the bell-pull gave
way, rendering it necessary to pass the word from the pilot-house; this has
been repaired.

The fact of nearly all the shot striking the turret and the after part of the

vessel shows clearly that the object of the enemy was to either disable the guns
or machinery; fortunately, the attempt was unsuccessful; the machinery and
boilers are in good order, and as soon as the bolts promised have been sent on
board, the guns will be as perfect as before the engagement.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE H. WHITE,
Senior Engineer.

Commander D. McN. Fairfax, U. S. N.,

Commanding U. S. Iron-clad Steamer Nantucket.

Report of Commander John Pownes, commanding Ufiited States iron-clad

Nahant.

United States Iron-clad Steamer Nahant,
Port Royal, April 13, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following account of the part taken by
this vessel in the action of the 7th instant with the forts and batteries in

Charleston harbor.

142 N
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Weighing anchor, in compliance with signal, we occupied the position assigned

us in the order of battle next to the rear of the line, entering into action at about

3 p. m. ; and at 4 o'clock becoming hotly engaged with Forts Sumter and
Moultrie, and the various other batteries which lined the northern shore of the

harbor, and concentrated an intense fire upon us, while floating obstructions of

a formidable nature, apparently, drawn between Moultrie and Sumter, barred

the way to further progress up the harbor.

We soon began to suffer from the effects of the terrible, and I believe almost

unprecedented, fire to which we were exposed; and at 4.30 the turret refused to

turn, having become jammed from the effects of three blows from heavy shot, two
of them on the composition ring about the base of the pilot-house, (one of these

breaking off a piece of iron weighing seventy-eight pounds from the interior

that assisted to keep the house square on its bearings, throwing it with such

violence to the other side of the house, striking, bending, and disarranging

steering-gear in its course, that it bounded from the inside curtain and fell back
into the centre of the house,) and the other on the outside of turret, bulging it

in and driving off the l|--inch apron bolted on to the inside to keep in place the

gun-rails, and down the main trace of turret. The bolt-heads flying from the

inside of pilot-house at the same time struck down pilot, Mr. Sofield, twice

struck and senseless—and the quartermaster, Edward Cobb, helmsman, fatally

injuring with fractured skull, leaving me alone in the pilot-house, the steering-

gear becoming at the same time disarranged. We were within five hundred
yards of Fort Sumter, unmanageable, and under the concentrated fire of, I

think, one hundred guns at short range, and the obstructions close aboard. But
fortunately we got the preventer steering-gear in working order in time to pre-

vent disastrous result. And getting my vessel once more under command, I

endeavored to renew the action, but after repeated futile efforts to turn the guns

on to the fort, I concluded to retire for a time from close action and endeavor to

repair damages. At this time the squadron commenced retiring from action, in

compliance with signal, and we permanently withdrew, having been about forty

minutes in close action, during Avhich we were struck thirty-six times heavily,

had one man fatally, two severely, and four slightly injured, all by flying bolts

and iron inside of turret and pilot-house ; and we received the following injuries

to the vessel and fittings, besides those already enumerated, the plates on side

armor broken badly in several places, and in one, where struck by two shot in

close proximity, partly stripjjed from the wood and the wood backing broken

in, with edging of deck plates started up and rolled back in places. On port

quarter side armor deeply indented, and started from side and extremity of stern.

The deck is struck twice damagingly—one shot near the propeller well, quite

shattering and tearing the plating in its passage, and starting up twenty-five

bolts; another starting plate and twenty bolts ; and slighter blows are numerous.

In smoke-stack armor there are three shot-marks—one that pierced the armor,

making a hole fifteen inches long and nine inches broad, displacing grating inside

and breaking seven bolts. In the turret there are marks of nine shot ; fifty-six of

the bolts are broken perceptibly to us, the bolt-heads flying off inside of turret,

and the bolts starting almost their length outside, some of them flying out com-

pletely, and being found at a considerable distance from the turret on the deck.

Doubtless many others are broken that we cannot detect, as by trying them we
find others loosened. One shot struck the upper part of the turret, breaking

through every plate, parting some of them in two, three, and four places. In

pilot-house there were marks of six shot, three of them 11-inch; twenty-one of

the bolts were broken perceptibly, and others evidently started. The plates

are also much started, and the pilot-house itself, I think, much damaged and

wrecked; indeed, it is my opinion that four more such shot as it received would

have demolished it. One shot at the base broke every plate through, and evi-
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dently nearly penetrated it. Both flagstaff's were struck, but were not entirely

shot away, and the ensign remained flying throughout.

In making this minute detailed report of the damaging effects of shot upon

this vessel, I have been influenced by a wish to point out wherein weak points

are practically shown to exist ; and I will add that this experience has proved

in my mind, beyond a doubt, that to those above enumerated may be added all

hatch plates, anchor, well and propeller well plates, and the tops of the turret

and pilot-house, as entirely inadequate to defend the place they cover from

being entirely penetrated ; and in the propeller well, wherein the propeller would
probably be injured, and the pilot-house, wherein is contained the wheel for

steering, and where exists the only lookout for the guidance of the vessel, and
the top of the turret, from which the iron would be driven in upon the heads of

those fighting the guns below, the effect, necessarily, would be damaging. During
the action we fired four 15-inch shell, 3J 7.10" fuse, three 15-inch cored shot,

four 11-inch shell, 10" fuze, and four 11-inch solid shot.

The bearing of men and officers was most admirable. The guns were fought

coolly, by Acting Ensign Clark, in command of division, and all the duties

performed promptly and quietly in the turret, under the general supervision of

Lieutenant Commander Harmony. Of the men struck by flying bolts, not one

left his station at the gun voluntarily, and only one at all, and he remained
until he fell senseless, and was carried below. Mr. J. Sofield, the pilot, per-

formed his duties coolly and satisfactorily until he fell senseless while in the

act of seizing the spokes of the wheel just dropped by the quartermaster, (Cobb,)

though struck in the head by a bolt at the same time, but falling almost simul-

taneously with him from the effect of another blow.

In conclusion, I have to state that it was not until the following day, at 5 p. m.,

that the turret was cleared sufficiently to be turned, although a corps of work-
men brought out from New York, and under skilful supervision, were present,

and commenced work upon the damages early the following morning.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DOWNES,
Commander..

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Flag-Ship Wabash, Port Royal.

Report of Commander A. C. Rhind, commanding U. S. iron- clad Keokuk.

United States Flag-Ship New Ironsides.

Off Cummings's Point, S. C, April 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I got the Keokuk under way at 12.30

p. m. yesterday, in obedience to the signal from the flag-ship, and took a posi-

tion in the line prescribed in your order of advance and attack. At 3.20, the

flag-ship having made signal to disregard her motions, I ran the Keokuk ahead
of my leading vessel to avoid getting foul in the narrow channel and strong

tideway. I was forced, in consequence, to take a position slightly in advance of

the leading vessel of the line, and brought my vessel under a concentrated heavy
fire from Forts Moultrie and Sumter, at a distance of about five hundred and
fifty yards from the former. The position taken by the Keokuk was maintained
for about thirty minutes, during which period she was struck ninety times in the

hull and turrets. Nineteen shots pierced her through at and just below the

water-line. The turrets were pierced in many places, one of the forward port

shutters shot away ; in short, the vessel was completely riddled.
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Finding it impossible to keep her afloat many minutes more under such an
extraordinary fire, during which rifled projectiles of every species and the largest

calibre, as also hot shot, were poured into us, I reluctantly withdrew from action

at 4.40 p. m., with the gun-carriage of the forward turret disabled, and so many
of the crew of the after gun wounded as to prevent a possibility of remaining

under fire. I succeeded in getting the Keokuk to an anchor out of range of fire,

and kept her afloat during the night in the smooth water, though the water was
pouring into her in many places.

At daylight this morning it became so rough that I saw the vessel must soon

go down. Assistance being sent me, I endeavored to get the vessel round, and
tow up, and in that effort, at about 7.30 a. m. she went down rapidly, and now
lies completely submerged to the top of her smoke-stack. The officers and crew
were all saved, the wounded having been put on board a tug a few minutes

before the Keokuk went down. Owing to the loss of papers, and the separa-

tion of officers and crew, I am unable to furnish an officer's medical report, but

give as nearly as possible the casualties in the action of yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. EHIND, Commander.
Kear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Captain T. Turner.

United States Ship New Ironsides,

Off Charleston, S. C, April 10, 1863.

Admiral : Your presence on board of this ship during the severe engagement
of the 7th of April against the forts Sumter, Moultrie, Beauregard, Cummings's
Point, and the adjacent batteries, which concentrated their fire on your advancing
fleet, relieves me from representing many details which your absence, under like

circumstances, would have made incumbent.

You will, however, have observed how correct my representation was, that

this ship could not be depended upon in a tide-way, and how unmanageable she
became, compelling the pilot to order the anchor to be let go twice in order to

avoid grounding, which would have involved the loss of the ship.

The unavoidable delay in commencing action was a severe test to my officers

and crew, as they were all the time under a heavy fire of shell and shot, the

effects of some of which you have personally examined.

The steadiness and discipline, under an ordeal of this kind, without the relief

of active engagement in battle, I need not state to you, was a very gratifying

spectacle to myself, though what I had expected from my officers and men.
The iron turret of this ship being too small to contain more than yourself, the

fleet captain, and the pilot, who were controlling the movements of this ship and
the fleet, I took up my position at the batteries, commanding them in person,

where there was, with port-shutters down and gratings on, scarce light enough
to discern the face of the nearest person to me.

I obtained the soundings as best I could from time to time by tricing up a
port-shutter and heaving the lead from the sill of the port, and I found the ship

frequently within a foot of the bottom. I attribute to the extraordinary skill

of the pilot, Acting Master Godfrey, the fact that she was kept clear of it.

Forcing her way up the channel, she received the fire of the enemy generally

obliquely, excepting only when she fell off one way or the other. One of these

shots striking the forward facing of the port-shutter, carried it away instantly.

My impression is, had you been able to get this ship into close position, where
her broadside would have been brought to bear, that not one port-shutter would
have been left under the fire of such enormous projectiles as were thrown from
the enemy's works, multiplied on every side of us. The damage done to this

ship, with the exception of the loss of a port-shutter, is not material. The
woodwork at both ends, where struck, will be repaired at once.

I have supposed that the distance at which she received the severest fire of

the enemy was about one thousand (1,000) yards, and I think she has clearly

proved the invulnerability of her armor at that distance, for there was very little

damage done.

So dense was the smoke in the channel that I could with difficulty at times

see beyond fifty yards from the ship, and experienced great embarrassment in

training my guns, even when she fell off so that I could use them.

I have briefly expressed in a foregoing passage my admiration of the deport-

ment of my officers and men under these trying circumstances. I realized all I

expected from them, but I should fall short of my duty, sir, if I omitted to

present to your especial notice the 1st lieutenant of this ship, Lieutenant Com-
mander George E. Belknap. It was not in the hour of battle only that great

demand was made upon him ; there was a constant pressure upon the high quali-

ties which distinguish him as an efficient officer to meet exigencies which through

a week of toil and labor he had to provide for. He was equal to his work, gave

me a perfect support at all times, and I desire here, and through you, to com-
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mend him to the favorable consideration of the government as an officer of the

highest merit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. TURNER, Commodore.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter to Rear-Admiral DuPont hy the Secretary of the Navy.

Navy Department, April 11, 1863.

Sir : It has been suggested to the department by the President, in view
of operations elsewhere, and especially by the army of the Potomac, that you
should retain a strong force off Charleston, even should you find it impossible

to carry the place. You will continue to menace the rebels, keeping them in

apprehension of a renewed attack, in order that they may be occupied, and not

come north or go west to the aid of the rebels, with whom our forces will soon

be in conflict. Should you be successful, as we trust and believe you will be,

it is expected that General Hunter will continue to keep the rebels employed
and in constant apprehension, so that they shall not leave the vicinity of

Charleston. This detention of the iron-clads, should it be necessary in conse-

quence of a repulse, can be but for a few days.

I trust your success will be such that the iron-clads can be or will have been
despatched to the gulf when this reaches you. There is intense anxiety in re-

gard to your operations. This day is the anniversary of the assault on Sumter,

and God grant that its recurrence may witness the destruction of that fortress

by our naval forces under your command.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary ofthe Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Com'dg S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

Instructions of the President.

[Telegram.]

Executive Mansion,
Washington, April 13, 1863.

Hold your position inside the bar near Charleston ; or if you shall have left

it, return to it and hold it till further orders. Do not allow the enemy to erect

new batteries or defences on Morris island. If he has begun it, drive him out.

I do not herein order you to renew the general attack. That is to depend on
your own discretion or a further order.

A. LINCOLN.
Admiral DuPont.
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Further instructions of the President.

Executive Mansion,
Washington, April 14, 1863.

This is intended to clear up an apparent inconsistency between the recent

order to continue operations before Charleston, and the former one to remove
to another point in a certain contingency. No censure upon you, or either of

you, is intended ; we still hope that, by cordial and judicious co-operation, you
can take the batteries on Morris island and Sullivan's island, and Fort Sumter.
But whether you can or not, we wish the demonstration kept up for a time, for

a collateral and very important object; we wish the attempt to be a real one,

(though not a desperate one,) if it affords any considerable chance of success.

But if prosecuted as a demonstration only, this must not become public, or the

whole effect will be lost. Once again before Charleston, do not leave till further

orders from here ; of course this is not intended to force you to leave unduly
exposed, Hilton Head, or other near points in your charge.

Yours truly,

A. LINCOLN.
General Hunter and Admiral DuPont.

P. S.—Whoever receives this first, please send a copy to the other immedi-

ately.

Letterfrom Rear-Admiral DuPont.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, April 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this morning, by the Free-

born, of your communication of the 11th instant, directing the maintaining of a

large force off Charleston, to menace the rebels and keep them in apprehension

of a renewed attack in the event of our repulse.

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a telegraphic despatch of

the 13th instant from the President of the United States, sent from Fortress

Monroe.
The department will probably have known, on the 12th instant, the result of

the attack. In my despatch of the 11th instant, dated off Charleston, the

department was made aware of my withdrawal, with the iron-clads, from the

very insecure anchorage inside the bar, and just in time to save the monitors

from an easterly gale, in which, in my opinion and that of their commanders,
they would have been in great peril of being lost on Morris island beach. Their

ground tackling has been found to be insufficient, and from time to time they

have dragged even in close harbors.

I have since been doing all in my power to push forward their repairs in

order to send them to the gulf, as directed, but I presume that your despatch of

the 11th instant, and the telegraphic message from the President, revoke your

previous order.

I shall spare no exertions in repairing, as soon as possible, the serious injuries

sustained by the monitors in the late attack, and shall get them inside Charles-

ton bar with all despatch in accordance with the order of the President. I think

it my duty, however, to state to the department that this will be attended with

great risk to these vessels from the gales which prevail at this season and from
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the continuous fire of the enemy's batteries, which they can neither silence, nor

prevent the erection of new ones.

The New Ironsides can only cross the bar with certainty at spring tides, which
are twice a month. She is more vulnerable than the monitors, and at the dis-

tance she must necessarily anchor, could not elevate her guns sufficiently to

reach any batteries of the enemy, while, at the same time, she would be liable

to injury, particularly in her wooden ends, from a fire which she could not re-

turn. If this vessel is withdrawn from the blockade and placed inside, the

blockade may be raised by the rebel rams coming out of Charleston harbor at

night by Maffit's channel, in which case she could give no assistance to the fleet

outside. But for the New Ironsides, the raid of the 31st January would have
been repeated with more serious effect.

The lower and greater part of Morris island exhibits a ridge or row of sand
hills, affording to the enemy a natural parapet against the fire of shipping, and
facilities for erecting batteries in very strong positions. The upper part of the

island is crossed by Fort Wagner, a work of great strength, and covered by
the guns of Fort Sumter. The island is in full communication with Charles-

ton, and can, in spite of us, draw fresh re-enforcements as rapidly as they may
be required. Shoals extend from the island, which prevent the near approach
of the monitors, and our experience at Fort McAllister does not encourage me
to expect that they will reduce well defended sand batteries, where the damage
inflicted by day is readily repaired by the unstinted labor of the night. The
ships, therefore, can neither cover the landing, nor afterwards protect the advance
of the small force of the army available for operations in this quarter, which
will meet fresh troops at every sand hill, and may look also for a reverse fire

from the batteries on James island.

As it is considered necessary to menace Charleston, by a demonstration of

land and naval forces, North Edisto will afford a better point from which to

threaten an advance, and a concentration of troops and ships in that quarter

would accomplish the purpose of the government, mentioned in your despatch
of the 11th instant, as it is a military point from which Charleston could be
attacked now, James island being fully occupied by the enemy's batteries.

I have deemed it proper and due to myself to make these statements, but I

trust I need not add that I will obey all orders with the utmost fidelity, even
when my judgment is entirely at variance with them, such as the order to re-

occupy the unsafe anchorage for*the iron-clads off Morris island, and an intima-

tion that a renewal of the attack on Charleston may be ordered, which in my
judgment would be attended with disastrous results, involving the loss of this

coast.

For eighteen months in these waters I have given whatever of professional

knowledge, energy, and zeal I possess to the discharge of my duties, and to the

close study of our military and naval position in the tenure of the sea-coasts

within the limits of my command, and I claim to know what best pertains to

the disposition of my fleet in carrying out the instructions of the department.

I know not yet whether the confidence of the department so often expressed
to me has been shaken by the want of success in a single measure which I never
advised, though intensely desirous to carry out the department's orders and
justify expectations in which I could not share.

I am, however, painfully struck by the tenor and tone of the President's order,

which seems to imply a censure, and I have to request that the department will

not hesitate to relieve me by an officer, who, in its opinion, is more able to exe-

cute that service in which I have had the misfortune to. fail—the capture of

Charleston, No consideration for an individual officer, whatever his loyalty and
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length of service, should weigh an instant if the cause of his country can be
advanced by his removal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Chief Engineer Stimers's report of damages to the iron-clad steamers.

General Inspector's Office,

413 Broadway, New York, April 14, 1863.

Sir : I arrived in this city, having left the fleet off Charleston, S. 0., on the

11th instant, and I beg leave to report to the department some of the detail facts

connected with the naval attack upon Charleston, essayed by Rear-Admiral
DuPont with his fleet of iron-clad steamers, which came especially within my
province as the general inspector of iron-clad steamers and harbor obstruction

submarine shells.

Previous to the attack, I recommended to the admiral that two of the monitor

vessels should have attached to their bows one, each, of the submarine shells which
had been furnished by the department, and that these should precede the others

and attack the obstructions, attaching to the rafts which carried the shells several

grapnel hooks suspended by chains to explode any torpedoes over which the

vessels were about to pass, with a view to exploding them before the vessels

themselves should come into dangerous proximity to them. There appeared,

however, to be a feeling of objection to these shells, arising from an expressed

apprehension that they would either run into some of our own vessels andblow
them up, or, if fired as designed, against the obstructions, would recoil against

the vessel carrying them and sink it.

I explained, to the best of my ability, the experiment I had tried with one of

them in New York harbor, which proved how impossible it was that this latter

event would happen, and urged their trial until I was informed I was wasting

valuable time in pressing forward something which it had already been decided

would not be used. It is with exceeding regret that I am thus compelled to

report that this powerful weapon, for which we have every reason to suppose
the enemy was entirely unprepared, should not have been used in an attack

which could have few hopes of success without it.

One of the rafts which had been prepared to carry the shells was, however,
attached to the bow of the Weehawken, with the prepared hooks attached to

protect the vessel against torpedoes. This she carried in and out again in

safety, having proceeded as far as the line of obstructions, stretching from Forts

Sumter to Moultrie, would permit.

Having been directed to remain outside of the bar during the fight, I wit-

nessed the conflict from the deck of the Coast Survey steamer Bibb, at the

mouth of the Swash channel. The firing on the part of the enemy was very
terrific. He was not only able to keep up a very rapid fire from his numerous
guns, but, I felt satisfied, was using reckless charges of powder, which it was
clearly wisdom for him to do. I therefore expected to find upon my visit to

them at least an approach to the destructive results which had been obtained

by the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance in his experiments against iron targets

in the ordnance yard at Washington. I was, however, agreeably disappointed

to find, upon my inspection of the monitor vessels the next morning, that there
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were no clear passages through the decks, and no penetrations through the sides

of the vessels, or the pilot-houses. The blunt-headed shots had proven much
less effective than round shot, not only in confining their injury to the indenta-

tion made more distinctly than is the case with round shot, but the indentations

themselves were less than those made by the spherical balls. On the other

hand, I found casualties had occurred which occasioned loss of life in one

instance, and disabled guns in others, through faults of design which only such

experience could point out, and which, I think, can be entirely removed in the

new vessels now building.

In the case of the Keokuk, although I never believed her armature would
withstand the shock of heavy ordnance at short ranges, (vide my reports dated

June 30, July 14, and July 31, 1862,) I was rather surprised that it

should have proven so easily penetrable. If the lesson which this should teach

is properly received, the loss of the vessel will be a positive gain to the govern-

ment in preventing the construction of armored ships of more than doubtful im-

penetrability to ordinarily heavy ordnance.

Although the Ironsides was not built under my inspection, it may not be
considered improper for me to compare in this report the effect of shot upon her

solid forged plates, of four and a half inches thickness, with the laminated plates

of five inches thickness, which protected the sides of the monitors.

This vessel was twice as distant from fort Sumter as several of the monitor

vessels; the effects are not, therefore, strictly comparable; still the difference in

the appearance of the two descriptions of armature is very instructive, and
should not be passed lightly over by the engineer. When the laminated plates

upon the sides of the monitors were struck severely, the indentations were deep,

the bolts securing them to the wooden backing started loose, the entire plates

bent and separated from each other to an extent which impressed the non-pro-

fessional observer with the idea of great injury; but when the engineer exam-
ined them, with a view of judging how well they would withstand another blow
of the same force upon precisely the same place, he perceived that the original

power to resist shot has not been greatly reduced.

On the other hand, the solid plates of the Ironsides were not so deeply in-

dented; there appeared to be no disturbance of the plates by bending, but few
bolts were started, and few persons other than the critical engineer could look
closely enough to see that the plate was entirely broken through in a manner
which would inevitably permit the passage of the second shot striking the same
place.

To the casual observer, therefore, the solid plates will have the appearance
of having withstood the bombardment better than the laminated, but the un-
prejudiced engineer will perceive that the latter disposition of the metal is much
the most effective in attaining the desired end.

In consideration of the vast importance to our country that that stronghold
of rebellion should be reduced, I take the liberty to express to the department
my firm opinion that the obstructions can be readily passed with the means
already provided, and our entire fleet of iron-clads pass up successfully to the
wharves of Charleston, and that the monitor vessels still retain sufficient endur-
ing powers to enable them to pass all the forts and batteries which may reason-
ably be expected.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALBAN 0. STIMEES,
Chief Engineer United States Navy*

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order for hoard of experts on damages to the Passaic.

Navy Department, May 21, 1863.

Sir : You will request the following gentlemen, viz: 0. W. Oopeland, George
W. Quintard, M. F. Merritt, and J. J. Comstock to constitute a board for the
examination of the United States iron-clad steamer Passaic, whilst she is on the

ways, and report in writing the full extent of the damage done to that vessel by
the fire of the batteries in the harbor of Charleston; also whether she has been
strained or injured in any part by the gales she has encountered, or from any
cause whatsoever.

Captain S. C. Rowan has been directed to report to you as a member of the
board.

Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral F. H. Gregory, U. S. Navy, New York.

Report of Board.

New York, June 2, 1863.

Sir : I have now the honor to transmit the report called for by your order of

the 21st ultimo of the condition in which the iron-clad Passaic returned to this

port. Every facility was given to the board of examiners, and their researches

were very thoroughly made, and I have not been able to find any fact omitted.

Great care is now being taken to fit that vessel perfectly under the care of Cap-

tain Worden. The work is progressing rapidly as possible, and it is expected

she will be taken off the ways in a week.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

F. H. GREGORY,
Rear-Admiral, Superintendent.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

New York, June 2, 1863.

Dear Sir : In compliance with a request contained in the copy of a com-
munication from the Navy Department dated May 21, to examine the United
States iron-clad steamer Passaic while she is on the ways, and report in writing

the full damage done to that vessel by the lire of the batteries in the harbor of

Charleston ; also, whether she has been strained or injured in any part by the

gales she has encountered, or from any cause whatever, we have made the ex-

amination as requested, and beg leave to report.

1st. In regard to the damage by the fire of the batteries, but four shots have
damaged any part of the structure to an extent to be worthy of any particular

description. The first, marked A on the accompanying diagrams, struck the

upper edge of the turret, glancing upward and striking the pilot-house as shown.
The second, marked B, struck near the lower edge of the turret, broke the loose

outside ring on the deck, and indenting the turret so as to break the lugs off the

inside composition ring. The third, mai'ked 0, indented the turret about 1J inch,

cracking slightly the inside plate. The fourth, marked D, struck the armor on
the port side about forty-seven feet eight inches from the bow, and nine and a

half inches below the deck, starting or bending the three outer plates, breaking or
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Starting one-third of the fastening bolts, leaving the remainder undisturbed and

all the plates still in position.

As to the effects of these shots, the 1st raised the pilot-house J inch and
started it over on one side, breaking two bolts in the pilot-house, but did not

in any manner affect the working of the turret or the operations of the vessel.

The 2d shot, marked B, by the damage already mentioned, checked the op-

eration of the turret, until the lugs of the composition rings, which got jammed
under the turret, were removed, after which the turret could be operated as

usual.

The 3d shot, marked 0, apparently a 10-inch shot, so started or disturbed

the turret as to damage the slides of the 11-inch gun, rendering it, for the time,

unserviceable, by forcing the rails hard against the guide pieces on the carriage.

The 4th shot did not affect the efficiency of the armor, as, though a portion

of bolts were broken, the whole of the plates still remained in their proper posi-

tion.

The only damage affecting the fighting efficiency of the vessel was that by
the 3d shot, disabling the working of the 11-inch gun, and the breaking of the

lug, alluded to ; and we would take the liberty of suggesting that this form of

injury may hereafter be guarded by fastening a very heavy iron ring or band
around the base of the turret, to prevent its distortion, and leaving sufficient

freedom between the rails of the carriage and the turret, so that any slight dis-

tortion of the turret will not affect the gun carriages.

There were some seven or eight shots received upon the deck, though but
three of them produced effect so serious as to require repairs, and these repairs

had been made before her return to this port. All the shots received upon the

turret are shown in diagram No. 1, which represents the whole exterior circum-

ference of the turret, laid down as a plane. The indentations by the shots

varied from J to 1J inch in depth, none, however, damaging the turret further

than described. Upon the pilot-house, three other shots, than that described,

struck, making indentations from J inch to j inch depth, but doing no further

damage.
Upon the armor of the vessel, besides the shots already described, there were

marks of twelve other shots, making indentations varying from J inch to 2J
inches in depth, but inflicting no other serious damage.
The accompanying diagrams show the effects of the four worst shots already

mentioned, and the diagram No. 1 shows all the shots received by the turret

;

No. 2 shows the effects of shot A upon the turret and pilot-house, and No. 3

shows the effect of shot D upon the armor, as already described.

On the whole, we are of the opinion that the only damage done by the bat-

teries, affecting the fighting efficiencies of the vessel, was by the shot upon the

turret, which disabled the 11-inch gun by deranging the gun-slides.

The ship, so far as the board could discover, is not strained or injured by the

gales she has encountered. There has been a serious leak about the bow, which
the board find difficulty in accounting for. It is probable that in dropping into

the sea the water got under the deck plates around the top of the anchor well

;

this can be guarded against hereafter by a slight alteration in the construction.

There is also evidence of some slight leaks in some of the rivets, which can be
easily remedied.

All of which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servants,

J. 0. ROWAN, Captain U. S. N.
OHAS. W. COPELAND.
GEO. W. QUINTARD.
M. F. MERRITT.
JOS. J. COMSTOOK.

Admiral F. H. Gregory,
U. S. Navy, New York.
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Letter of Rear-Admiral Du Pont on the equalities of the monitor vessels for

blockading duty off Charleston.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, June 3, 1863.

Sir : I had the honor in a previous despatch to report to the department the

necessity of increasing the vessels in this squadron, in order to make the block-

ade more effective, particularly off Charleston.

I desire now to call the attention of the department to another important point

in connexion with the blockade of this coast.

It has hitherto been maintained by wooden vessels, many of which are of the

most vulnerable character, but the time is approaching when they will be liable

at any moment to be driven off by iron-clads of the rebels from the harbors of

Charleston and Savannah, and if reports speak true, by iron-clads from abroad.

To meet this serious difficulty I have only one vessel which can do outside

blockading duty, and that is the New Ironsides, and her commander expresses

doubts of her ability to remain oft' Charleston in the hurricane season. The
other iron-clads, the monitors, and particularly in the coming hot season, are

totally unfit for this duty. They are not sea-going or sea-keeping vessels. In
even a slight sea the hatches must be battened down, and the effect upon the

crew, if continued for a brief period in hot weather, would be most deleterious

;

indeed, in such weather they are not habitable ; but, in addition to this very
serious objection, the speed of these vessels, owing to the foulness of their

bottoms, is so low that they are not only unfit to chase, but in a gale of wind
could not keep themselves from going ashore. Even in a strong tide-way,

owing to the deficiency or weakness of their ground tackling, they frequently

get adrift. These vessels can maintain a blockade in inland waters, but the

nearest point to Charleston where they can be placed is North Edisto.

I have on different occasions referred to the qualities of these iron-clads for

keeping the sea, but I deem it my duty to call the attention of the department

to them in an especial despatch.

In this connexion, I forward a copy of a letter from the commanding officers

of the iron-clads addressed to me when they understood it might be deemed
necessary to order them on blockading duty off Charleston.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT, Rear-Admiral, Commanding, fye.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Opinion of commanding officers of monitor vessels.

North Edisto, S. C, May 25, 1863.

Sir : Having understood that when it shall be necessary to withdraw the New
Ironsides from the blockade of Charleston for purposes of repairs or refresh-

ment that vessels of this class may be regarded as necessary and fit to take her
place, we beg leave to express our opinion on that point.

The hatches* would have to be battened down the whole time, and the vessels

could not fail to be disabled from loss of health to the crew. The loss of speed
from foulness of bottom, now amounting to one-half of what they had when put
in commission, would put it out of their power to chase effectively, or to get off

shore in a gale of wind, even with the assistance of an ordinary steamer. The
extreme sluggishness of the compass would make it impossible to make any
given course of a cloudy night. If clear, setting the course by a star and
giving time for the compass to traverse, would make its use possible. The
ground-tackle in a heavy sea-way would, in our opinion, be quite inadequate to
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hold lier. In short, we think these vessels are entirely inadequate to maintain

a blockade at sea.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

JOHN RODGERS, Captain.

DANIEL AMMEN, Commander.
GEO. W. RODGERS, Commander.
D. M. FAIRFAX, Commander.
JOHN DOWNES, Commander.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Flag-Ship Wabash, Port Royal.

EXPEDITION AGAINST BLUFFTON, SOUTH CAROLINA.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, June 6, 1863.

Sir : About ten days ago Major General Hunter applied to me for a gunboat
to assist a land force in an expedition against Bluffton, which lies on May river,

a stream emptying into Oalibogue sound.

This town has been the headquarters for the rebels for a long time in this

vicinity, from which pickets were distributed at various points.

At the time Major General Hunter wrote this request 1 had no gunboat in

port; but, on the 3d instant, I ordered Lieutenant Commander Bacon^to proceed

with the Commodore McDonough on this expedition.

The army forces, numbering, I believe, about one thousand (1,000) men, were
on board the army gunboat Mayflower and an army transport, and under the

command of Colonel Barton.

On arriving near Bluffton the troops were landed under the protection of the

Commodore McDonough, and took possession of the town, the rebels having
retreated- By the orders of Colonel Barton the town was destroyed by fire, the

church only being spared ; and though the troops made several charges, they

were driven back by the troops and the shells and shrapnell of the Commodore
McDonough. Bluffton being destroyed, the soldiers re-embarked without casu-

alties, and returned to Hilton Head.
Enclosed (marked No. 1) is the interesting report of Lieutenant Commander

Bacon, who speaks in high terms of Colonel Barton, the commanding officer of

the land forces.

Lieutenant Commander Bacon, whose vessel is well fitted for these inland

waters, has in this case, as in all others, exhibited his characteristic energy and
intelligence.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Co?nmanding S. A. B. Sauadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander George Bacon.

United States Steamer Commodore McDonough,
Port Royal, S. C, June 4, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order, I proceeded

to Fort Pulaski, and reported to Colonel Barton, the commander of the fort, as

officer in command of naval forces for the attack on Bluffton. He immediately
gave orders that the army gunboat Mayflower should be placed under my com-
mand. After arranging the plan of attack, I left Fort Pulaski in time to cross
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Calibogue sound at high water, and came to auchor off the south end of Hilton
Head island, and awaited the arrival of the army gunboat and transports, which
were of lighter draught, and men to join me at 11.30 p. m. Unfortunately the

Mayflower grounded on the flats, and as it was found impossible to get her off

before daylight, I informed Colonel Barton that I could furnish him with all the

necessary protection, and that we had better proceed with the expedition. I

also ordered the captain of the Mayflower, as soon as his vessel floated, to join

me at Bluffton. The steamer Island City, and transport Cossack, having on
board about 1,000 volunteers, (this ship leading them,) got under way for the

point of attack.

On account of being detained by the Mayflower, it was long after daylight

before we reached the point where the troops were to disembark, which was
about three miles this side of Bluffton ; meeting with no opposition at that point,

the troops were landed in safety, and both them and ourselves advanced to the

attack, the Mayflower having joined us in the mean time. I anchored from half

to three-quarters of a mile from the town, bringing our batteries to bear upon it.

The land forces having, without opposition, occupied the town, I moved up
with this vessel and the transports for the purpose of being better able to cover

their movements, as well as to be ready to re-embark the troops in case of

necessity, as the enemy had mustered quite a large force, in the rear of the

town, of infantry and cavalry. Soon after we had anchored abreast of the town,
and but a few yards from it, sharp firing was heard in the rear between the

rebels and our forces. The commanding officer of the land forces made signal

that he wished us to shell the woods in their rear, as the rebels were mustering

in quite a strong force. I immediately opened with all my guns, firing both

shell and shrapnell with 5-second fuzes, which compelled the enemy to fall back.

In the mean time the town was fired in several places, by order of the com-
mander of the land forces, the church being the only building spared.

The enemy, under cover of the fire and smoke of the burning town, which
was so dense and hot as to cause us to move our position a little, and almost ob-

scured immediate objects attempted another attack on our forces. They were
met by steady volleys from our troops and the enfilading fire of our heavy guns,

and were obliged to retire in disorder.

As we had succeeded in carrying out the object of our expedition by destroy-

ing the town and breaking up this nest of marauders, the troops were ordered to

re-embark, I having previously ordered the Mayflower and Island City to run

alongside a wharf which made out near where the fighting was going on, as by
that means the troops could be embarked very quickly.

The enemy, seeing that all the troops were leaving, collected all their troops

for the third and last charge upon the rear guard, who were left on shore to

cover the re-embarkation of their comrades. The enemy advanced down the

street leading to the wharf, through the town, expecting, no doubt, to sweep off

in the general rush the few who were covering the re-3mbarkation.

As they were in considerable force by that time, they charged with cheers to

within a short distance of the steamers, when, from their repeated volleys, we
got their position, * * * when we opened with shrap-

nell and shell in the direction of the enemy, and the effect was instantaneous, as

I have since been assured by the commander of the land forces that our shrap-

nell and shell passed directly over the heads of our own men, exploding in front

of the ranks of the enemy, causing them to break and retreat in disorder. The
guns of the Mayflower, which was at that time lying at the wharf and com-
manding the streets, were served with great effect.

It affords me the greatest pleasure to state that the rapidity and precision of

our fire was commended in the highest terms by the commander and other offi-

cers of the land forces, who, witnessing the effect of our fire, were, of course, the

best judges of it. In conclusion, I beg leave to state that the expedition was a

complete success, which I consider owing to the hearty co-operation of both
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branches of the service. The land forces were ably commanded by Colonel

Barton, of the New York volunteers, who evinced marked ability in manoeuvring

his men.
I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of the officers and crew of this

ship. The rapidity with which the guns were worked, as well as the good judg-

ment displayed in aiming them, reflects great credit upon the officers and men
of the different divisions. Expended during the action 143 rounds as follows,

viz: 100-pounder Parrott, 18 long shell; 9-inch Dahlgren shell gun, 16 10",

10 Id", 1 20" fuze shells ; from both howitzers 19 shell, 68 shrapnell, 10 canister;

from 50-pounder Dahlgren rifle, one shell. The shell and shrapnell, without an
exception, exploded at the proper time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BACON,
Lieutenant Co?nmander, U. S. N.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, U. S. N.

CAPTURE OF REBEL IRON-CLAD STEAMER ATLANTA.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, June 17, 1863.

Sir : Having reason to believe that the Atlanta and other rebel iron-clads at

Savannah were about attempting to enter Warsaw sound by Wilmington river

for the purpose of attacking the blockading vessels there and in the sounds

further south, I despatched some days ago the Weehawken, Captain John
Rodgers, from this port, and the Nahant, Commander J. Downes, from North
Edisto to Warsaw, where the Cimmerone, Commander Drake, was maintaining

the inside blockade.

I have the satisfaction to report to the department that this morning the

Atlanta came down by Wilmington river into Warsaw sound, and was captured.

This information has just been received in a telegram from Fort Pulaski, sent

by Captain John Rodgers.

Very, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, June 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the department that since mailing my
despatch (No. 316) I have received further details of the capture of the Atlanta,

sent through the kindness of Colonel Barton by telegraph from Fort Pulaski.

The Atlanta, Captain William Webb, came down this morning, via Wil-
mington river, to attack our vessels in Warsaw, accompanied by two wooden
steamers, filled, it is said, with persons as spectators. The Weehawken, Captain
John Rodgers, at once engaged her, firing in all five shots, three of which took
effect, penetrating her armor and killing or wounding the crews of two guns.

Two or three of the pilots were also badly wounded, and the pilot-house broken
up, whereupon the vessel grounded, and immediately after surrendered. The
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Weeliawken was not hit. The armament of the Atlanta was two seven-inch

and two six-inch guns. She is but slightly injured. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S.F. DUPONT,
Rcar-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—The officers and crew of the Atlanta numbered one hundred and
sixty-five persons.

S. F. D.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal, South Carolina, June 19, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith, marked No. 1, the interesting

report of Captain John Rodgers, of the Weeliawken, of the capture, on the 17th

instant, of the confederate iron-clad steamer Atlanta, better known as the Fin-

gal, as well as the report of Commodore Rodgers, and the report of Commander
Downes, of the Nahant, who participated in the capture, marked No. 2.

The Fingal, in a dense fog, ran the blockade of Savannah a few days after

the Port Royal forts were taken, in November, 1861. She has been closely

watched ever since, and, as in the case of the Nashville, the long and ceaseless

vigilance of my officers has been rewarded. The Atlanta is now in Port Royal
under the American flag, having, unaided, steamed into this harbor from Warsaw.
The department will notice in this event how well Captain Rodgers has

sustained his distinguished reputation, and added to the list of the brilliant

services which he has rendered to his country during the rebellion. It will be

my duty to recapitulate those services which have taken place during his con-

nexion with my command in another communication.

Commander Downes, with his usual gallantry, moved as rapidly as possible

towards the enemy, reserving his fire until he could get into close action, but

lost the opportunity, from the brief nature of the engagement, of using his battery

I have been told that the confederate government considered the Atlanta as

the most efficient of their iron-clads.

The officers and crew of the Atlanta, with the exception of the wounded and
one of the surgeons, have been transferred to the United States steamer James
Ad^er, to be conveyed to Fortress Monroe. A list is herewith enclosed, marked
No.*3.

1 cannot close this despatch without calling the attention of the department

to the coolness and gallantry of Acting Master Benjamin W. Loring, especially

recommended by Captain Rodgers. 1 trust that the department will consider

his services as worthy of consideration.

I forward herewith, marked Nos. 4, 5, and 6, the list of the officers and crews

of the Weeliawken, Nahant, and Cimmerone.
Very respectfully,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Captain John Rodgers, commanding United States steamer

Weehawken.

United States Steamer Weehawken,
Warsaw Sound, Georgia, June 11', 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this morning at 4.10 an iron-clad vessel

was discovered coming down at the mouth of Wilmington river ; also two other

steamers, one a side-wheel and the other a propeller.

Beat to quarters and commenced clearing the ship for action. At 4.20 shipped

the cable and steamed slowly down towards the northeast end of Warsaw island.

At 4.30 turned and stood up the sound, heading for the iron-clad, which at this

time was discovered to have the rebel flag flying. The Nahant, having no pilot,

followed in our wake. At 4.55 the enemy, being about one and a half mile

distant, fired a rifle shot, which passed across our stern and struck near the

Nahant. At this time the enemy was lying across the channel waiting our

attack. At 5.15, being distant from him about 300 yards, we commenced tiring.

At 5.30 the enemy hauled down his colors and hoisted the "white flag;" we
having fired five shot, steamed near the iron-clad, and ordered a boat to be sent

alongside. At 5.45 Lieutenant Alexander came on board to surrender the con-

federate iron-clad Atlanta. He reported the vessel aground on the sand spit

that makes to the southeast from Cabbage island. Shortly afterwards Captain

W. A. Webb came on board and delivered up his sword. Sent a prize crew to

take charge of the vessel, under the command of Lieutenant Commander J). B.

Harmony, of the Nahant ; sent also Lieutenant Commander J. J. Cornwell, of

this vessel, and Acting First Assistant Engineer J. C Young to take charge of

the engine.

About this time the Nahant came in collision with this vessel, striking her

eighteen inches from the end of forward overhang, starting apart the armor at

the stern two inches on the top, tapering to three-quarters of an inch at water-

line, extending down as far as can be seen, and detaching the armor from the

sides three-quarters of an inch, a distance of six feet, tapering to nothing at

seven feet from the stern. The deck plating on the forward end of overhand is

curved up twenty-two inches in length, the wood beneath being somewhat
crushed.

On examination it was found that the enemy had been struck four times

—

first on the inclined side by a 15-inch cored shot, which, although fired at an
angle of 50 degrees with her keel, broke in the armor and wood backing, strew-

ing the deck with splinters, prostrating about 40 men by the concussion, and
wounding several by broken pieces of armor and splinters. One man has since

died.

The second shot, 11-inch solid, struck the edge of overhang, (knuckle,) doing

no damage except breaking a plate or two.

The third shot, 15-inch cored, struck the top of the pilot-house, knocking it

off, wounding two pilots, and stunning the men at the wheel. The fourth shot,

supposed to be the 11-inch, struck a port stopper in the centre, breaking it in

two and shattering it very much, driving many fragments in through the port.

At 8.30 the engine of the Atlanta was reversed by Engineer J. G. Young,
and the vessel backed off into deep water, where she was brought to an anchor.

The wounded, 16 in number, were removed to the steamer Island City, which
had been kindly brought over from Fort Pulaski by Colonel Barton, United
States army.
The officers of the vessel were sent to the tug Oleander, and a portion of the

crew to the United States steamer Cimmerone for transportation to Port Royal.

The Atlanta was found to have mounted two 6-inch and two 7-inch rifles

;

the 6-inch in broadside, the 7-inch working on a pivot, either as broadside or
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bow and stern guns. There is a large supply of ammunition for these guns,

and other stores said to be of great value by some of the officers of the vessel.

There were on board at the time of the capture, as per muster-roll, 21 officers

and 124 men, including 28 marines.

The captured confederate officers told me that they thought we should find

the speed of the Atlanta reach ten knots. They believe her the strongest iron-

clad in the confederacy, and confidently anticipated taking both the Nahant and
the Weehawken.
The behavior of the officers and crew was admirable.

Lieutenant Commander J. J. Cornwell did his duty zealously and efficiently.

Acting Master Benj. W. Loring, whom I recommended for promotion for gallant

behavior under the fire of Fort Darling, served the guns admirably, as the result

shows. His energy and coolness were everything which could be wished.

Executive officer, Lieutenant Commander J. J. Cornwell, informs me that on the

berth deck the powder and shell divisions, under Acting Master C. C. Kingsbury,

wore the aspect of exercise so completely, that no one would have thought the

vessel was in action.

The engine, under the direction of Acting First Assistant Engineer James G.
Young, always in beautiful order, was well worked. Mr. Young has, I hope,

by his participation in this action, won the promotion for which, on account of

his skill and valuable services, I have already recommended him.

In a word, every man in the vessel did his duty.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

JOHN HODGERS, Captain.

Rear-x\dmiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

The following is a list of officers of the late confederate iron-clad steamer

Atlanta

:

* William A. Webb, commander; *J. W. Alexander, 1st lieutenant; *Alfonse

Barbot, 2d lieutenant; G. H. Arleage, 3d lieutenant; P. L. Wrag, master; *A.
L. Freeman, surgeon; L. L. Gibbs, assistant surgeon; J. Macon, paymaster;

*G. H. Johnson, 1st assistant engineer; W. F. Worrell, 2d assistant engineer;

L. G. King, 3d assistant engineer; J. S. West, midshipman; II. J. Peters,

midshipman; Wm. McBlair, master's mate; T. B. Travers, gunner; R. J.

Thurston, 1st lieutenant marines; G. W. Casey, paymaster's clerk.

Late of the United States navy.

Report of Commander John Downes, co?nmanding United States steamer Nahant.

United States Iron-clad Steamer Nahant,
Warsaw Sound, June 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following statement of the participation

of this vessel in the capture of the rebel iron-clad steamer Atlanta, captured by
the Weehawken and Nahant yesterday morning in these waters.

The Atlanta was first discovered at early dawn about three miles distant,

standing towards us, coming out from the Wilmington river, and rapidly ap-

proaching. At first she was mistaken for our usual visitor, a steamer that had
reconnoitred us daily about this hour, but a few moments sufficed to show us

the true character of the vessel, and we instantly commenced weighing anchor
and clearing ship for action. The Weehawken slipping her cable, passed us,

standing out seaward, at about 4.45 a. m., clearing ship for action, and in a few
moments, our anchor being weighed, we followed in her wake. At this time the
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Atlanta fired the first shot, which passed close to our pilot-house. The Wee-
hawken having at this time turned, was approaching the enemy, who continued,

however, to direct his fire upon us, though without effect. At 5 a. m. the Wee-
hawken closed with the enemy and opened fire on him with accuracy; this

vessel approaching at the time with the intention of running him aboard before

delivering fire, but at the fourth fire of the Weehawken the enemy struck and
hoisted the white flag, the firing ceasing after one more shot from the Weehaw-
ken, this vessel not having had the satisfaction of expending one shot in

reply to the enemy's fire, which had been directed exclusively at her.

Lieutenant Commander Harmony proceeded on board the prize at 5.30, taking

possession and hoisting the American ensign.

During the action two of the enemy's armed steamers were in sight up the

river, crowded with people, apparently observing the progress of events, who
steamed off up the river when the result was attained.

The behavior of the officers and men was, as usual, everything that could be
desired. Acting Ensign Clark, though quite sick and under doctor's charge,

proceeded to his station at the first call, and remained there until the affair was
decided.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DOWNES, Commander.
Captain John Hodge rs,

Senior Officer present, United States Steamer Weehawken.

Report of survey upon the hull, armor, &c>, of the Atlanta.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, June 25, 1863.

Sir : The department has been informed in previous despatches of the capture

of the confederate iron-clad steamer Atlanta.

On the 20th instant I ordered a strict and careful survey to be made of her
hull, armor, machinery, armament, &c, (enclosed, marked No. 1,) and I herewith

submit the report made in pursuance thereof, (marked No. 2,) as well as a draw-
ing made of the vessel by Second Assistant Engineer P. R. Voorhees, of this ship,

and a pencil sketch by Mr. Xanthus Smith, Commander Corbin's clerk.

I also forward herewith a survey upon the paymaster's stores of the prize,

(marked No. 3,) part of which, as the department will perceive, are reported as

of good quality and fit for use in the storekeeper's department of the squadron

;

the rest of the stores are not considered suitable for that purpose, and it is re-

commended that they be sold. May I ask the department to give special direc-

tions whether they may be disposed of here, if practicable, or whether they
should be sent north. I will forward, by the next mail, the report showing in

detail the quantity and character of the ammunition found on board.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Coinmanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, June 20, 1863.

Gentlemen : You will please make a strict and careful survey on the late

confederate iron-clad steamer Atlanta, describing her hull, armor, machinery,
armament, ammunition, the injuries to the vessel by the shot from the Wekawken,
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the repairs necessary to be made, and the general internal arrangement of the

vessel for light and ventilation. Y"ou will report in duplicate.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Captain Wm. R. Taylor, Commander C. R. P. Rodgers, Chief Engineer
Robt. Danby, Lieutenant A. S. Mackenzie.

United States Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, June 22, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order dated 20th instant, we have held a strict and
careful survey on the late confederate iron-clad steamer Atlanta, and have the

honor to submit the following report

:

] st. We find that this vessel was originally an iron merchant steamer, called

the Fin gal. She has been cut down, so as to leave the deck about two feet

above the water with her present draught. A casemate rises from this deck, suffi-

ciently large to accommodate four guns, the sides and ends of which are in-

clined at an angle of about 29° with the horizon. The top is flat, and the roof

of the pilot-house extends over it, pyramidally, to a height of about three feet.

The deck overlaps the original iron hull six feet on each side, tapering towards

the ends of the vessel, and projecting beyond them. The sides are protected by
timber, running from a point several feet below the water-line to the edge of the

deck, forming a heavy, solid overway of wood and armor.

The armor, four inches in thickness, is composed of two layers of 2-inch rolled

iron plates, seven inches wide, the inner of which runs horizontally, and the

outer vertically, They are secured to a backing of oak, three inches thick, and
of pine fifteen inches thick, by bolts one inch and a quarter in diameter, coun-

tersunk on the outside of the armor, and drawn up on the inside of the vessel by
nuts and washers. Wherever the bolts pass through, a space is left between
the horizontal plates, Avhich is filled in with oak plank, to avoid the expense

and trouble of drilling through more than one layer, as we suppose.

The bow terminates in an iron beak or ram, which forms a part of the stem.

A wooden pole connected with an iron lever, capable of being lowered below
the water and raised again at pleasure, projects beyond the ram, and carries at

its end a percussion torpedo.

There are three port-holes on each side, and one at each end. The bow and
stern guns are pivoted so as to work at the end or at either of the nearest broadside

port-holes. The broadside guns are not opposite to each other. Each port-hole

is defended by an iron shutter made in the same manner as the armor of the

vessel, except that the two layers of plates are strongly riveted together. The
shutters are hung upon a pivot in one of the upper corners, and may be raised

by a chain from one of the lower corners, passing through the side, and attached

to a tackle on the inside of the vessel. When the tackle is let go, the shutter

will fall into its place by its own weight, and close the port-hole.

The dimensions are as follows :

Extreme length, 204 feet; extreme breadth, 41 feet; draught of water, 15

feet 9 inches.

The battery deck is of great strength. It appears to be of solid timbers

seventeen inches thick, resting on beams ten inches thick.

2. The machinery consists of two cylinders, thirty-nine inches in diameter

and thirty inches stroke. The engines are vertical and direct acting, with a
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surface condenser. There is one "flue tubular boiler," having four furnaces—two
at each end of the boiler. There are also one auxiliary boiler, three steam
pumps, a blowing engine, and pans. The engines were built by James and
George Thomas, of Glasgow, in 1861.

3. The armament is composed of two Vll-inch and two Vly^-inch rifled

guns of the Brookes pattern, and they all bear the marks of the Tredegar
found ery.

The rifling consists of seven grooves, each of which is formed by a curved
cut, starting from the bore, running below it to a depth of about ten inches,

and then returning to the bore upon an increased curve. The next groove com-
mences where the last terminates.

The following are some of the principal dimensions

:

Extreme length . inches .

.

Length from base ring to muzzle inches .

,

Length from base ring to end of cascabel inches .

.

nches .

.

nches .

.

nches.

.

inches.

.

Vll-inch. VI 4-10-inch

147.00 142.00

124.25 121.00

22.75 21.00

31.30 24 65
31.40 24.75

14.15 10.79

2.00 2.00

30.25 30.00

15,300 9,200

Diameter of cylinder

at rimbases inches .

.

at muzzle inches .

.

Thickness of wrought-iron sleeve

Length of wrought-iron sleeve inches

.

Weight of wrought-iron sleeve pounds

.

The chambers of the guns are conical. The guns are not turned ; their ex-

teriors are in the same condition in which they left the mould. There is no
chipping about the rimbases ; but the metal runs from their faces, in a curve, to

the proper diameter on the vertical plane between them.

The elevating screws are similar to those in use on board our own ships.

The breech sights are described in the ordnance service as of the Brookes pat-

tern. The bar slides through the boxes, with an angle in front; the graduation

is in yards on one side, and in degrees on the other.

The locks correspond nearly with those in use on the modern navy guns.

The Vll-inch guns are mounted on pivot carriages resembling our own very
nearly. They traverse on iron circles.

The VIT
4Q-inch guns are mounted on Marsilly carriages, differing in some

trifling particulars from our own standard. The port-holes are so small as to

admit of very slight lateral training, and of an elevation not to exceed from 5°

to 7°.

4. Owing to the extreme heat and foul air prevailing in the ship, but a

slight examination could be made of the ammunition. It will be necessary to

remove it before it can be safely overhauled. It is estimated, however, that the

quantity will not vary far from 125 to 150 rounds.

The powder is stowed in wooden tanks, and consists of 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16

pound charges. There are two magazines—one forward, and the other abaft.

We find on board various classes of projectiles for the guns : solid shot, shells

with percussion and time fuzes, shells marked Robbins's fluid shells for VII-
inch rifles, and a quantity of grape and canister for the VI ^-inch rifles. The
following are the weights and lengths of the shot and shell :



228 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Kinds of projectiles.

Shells..

Wrought shot, long
Wrought shot, short

Cast shot

Vll-inch.

Length.

Inches.

16

15i
12
14

Weight.

Lbs.

100
133
114
123

VIxVinch.

Length.

Inches.

13*
12

10*

Weight.

Lbs.

68
94

76

The shot, shells and small-arm ammunition are so scattered about the vessel,

and some of those articles are in such insecure places, that no exact report, or

even satisfactory examination of them, can be made until they are collected and
classified.

The same remark applies equally to small-arms, locks, sights, gun-implements,

&c, &c, which are scattered promiscuously about the vessel.

5. For the reason assigned in the preceding section of this report, we would
respectfully recommend that the ship be thoroughly broken out, and all stores in

every department be collected where they can be examined, and an accurate

account be taken of them. At present any report upon them must, necessarily,

be very imperfect and unsatisfactory.

6. The ship requires thorough cleansing ; at present she is in great disorder

It is impossible that any one could remain below the battery deck for any length

of time without serious inconvenience, if not danger, on account of the foul air

prevailing there. The officers' apartments, as well as the berth deck, are very
imperfectly ventilated, rendering them almost uninhabitable in hot weather ; the

heat upon the latter is almost insupportable, owing to the galley being placed

there. Before employing this vessel in our own service, we would strongly

recommend that measures be taken to provide light and air below.

7. The machinery, generally, is in good condition, and requires but slight

repairs to fit it for service. There are marks of four shot upon the hull. One
XV-inch struck the side of the casemate on a line with the port-holes ; it broke

the armor completely through, although its course was somewhat oblique. The
wooden backing was much splintered, and several bolts were drawn from their

places. It has left a large hole entirely through the armor and backing, though
the shot itself did not pass through.

Another shot struck the midship port shutter on the starboard side, breaking

both layers of plates, and indenting the armor beneath. The course of this shot

was more oblique than that of the former.

A third shot struck the top of the pilot-house, broke the heavy iron casting

that formed it, and displaced several plates below it, breaking and indenting

them. A fourth shot struck the edge of the overway about amidships on the

starboard side ; it broke and displaced several plates, but did not penetrate

them. The direction of this shot was very oblique.

The smoke-stack has a hole through it, caused by a splinter from the port

shutter.

All necessary repairs to the hull can be made in a few days, with but trifling

expense.

8. One feature in this vessel is particularly noticeable, and that is the

roughness of all the work about her. No expense has been incurred for finish

or ornament. The comfort of the crew, and its sanitary condition, appear to have

been totally disregarded. Efficiency in battle seems to have been the sole point

aimed at.

9. The armor appears to have been made of English railroad iron, rolled
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nto its present shape ; in some of the fractures it has broken off almost as short

as if it had been cast iron. The pine backing, it is probable, does not possess

the best qualities for resistance, being* very brittle, and, in consequence, dangerous

to those inside of the casemates.

10. As chronometers and other nautical instruments were found on board,

there is reason to suppose that this vessel was intended for sea purpose.

11. Drawings accompany this report, which will show the general appear-

ance of the ship, and some of her arrangements.

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

WM. ROGERS TAYLOR, Captain, U. S. Navy.
C. R. P. RODGERS, Commander.
ROBERT DANBY, Fleet Engineer, U. S. Navy.
A. J. MACKENZIE, Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Note.—The Lacking of the armor is composed of three layers of wood. The outer one, of

oak, runs vertically ; the next, of piue, runs horizontally ; and the third, also of pine, runs
vertically.

Survey on clothing and small-stores on board the Atlanta.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Tort Royal Harbor, South Carolina, June 19, 1863.

Gentlemen : You will please to hold a strict and careful survey on the pro-

visions, clothing, and small-stores on board the prize rebel iron-clad Atlanta,

ascertain their quantity, appraise their value, and report the proper disposition

to be made of them, reporting in triplicate.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S.-F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Paymaster Frank 0. Cosby,
United States Steamer Vermont.

Paymaster R. J. Richardson,
United States Stea?ner Wabash.

Acting Assistant Paymaster J. S. Isaacs,
United States Steamer Vermont.

United States Ship Vermont,
Tort Royal, South Carolina, June 23, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 19th instant, hereunto appended, we
have held a strict and careful survey upon the paymaster's stores of the prize

rebel iron-clad steamer Atlanta, and beg leave to make the following report, viz :

provisions.

26 barrels bread, 2,217 pounds, at 4.68 cents $103 76

1 barrel flour, 196 pounds 8 70

3 barrels rice, 586 pounds, at 8.56 cents 50 16

1 keg dried apples, 104 pounds, at 8 cents 8 32
Part keg dried apples, 3 pounds, at 8 cents SO
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Part chest peas, 25 pounds, at 77 cents $19 25
2 barrels vinegar, about 50 gallons, at 12.19 cents 6 09

Part barrel vinegar, about 10 gallons, at 12.19 cents 122

Which we find to be of good quality, and recommend to be turned into the

storekeeper's department of this squadron for issue. Also

—

12 barrels pork, value $15 $180 00
14 barrels beef, value $14 196 00
1 barrel hams, 218 pounds, value 10 cents 21 80
3 barrels bacon, 515 pounds, value 7 cents 36 05
2 barrels flour, value $5 10 00
6 barrels peas, 147 gallons, value 12J cents 18 37

Which are of medium quality, and are recommended to be sold for the benefit

of the captors of the Atlanta.

CLOTHING.

28 blue cloth round jackets, value $3 $84 00

3 white duck overshirts, value 90 cents 2 70

154 white cotton undershirts, value 50 cents. 77 00

147 pairs cotton drawers, value 50 cents 73 50

28 pairs mixed cotton trowsers, value 50 cents 14 00

10 white blankets, value $1 75 17 50

15 seamless woollen caps, value 90 cents 13 50

SMALL-STORES.

7 jack-knives, value 10 cents 70

25 tin pots, value 3 cents 75

] 7 tin pans, value 4 cents 68

CONTINGENT.

8 boxes candles, 400 pounds, value 16 cents 64 00

All of which we recommend to be sold for the benefit of the captors, the arti-

cles not being of the kind or quality to issue in the navy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

FRANK C. COSBY, Paymaster.

R. J. RICHARDSON, Paymaster.

JOHN S. ISAACS, Acting Assistant Paymaster.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
United States Navy, Flag- Ship Wabash.

Appraisal of value of the Atlanta and her equipments, and inventory ofordnance

and ordnance stores.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, July 2, 1863.

Sir : I forward herewith (marked No. 1) the report of a board of survey ap-

pointed to appraise the value of the hull, machinery, ordnance, ordnance stores,

provisions and small- stores, and equipments, of the prize iron-clad steamer
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Atlanta. The whole valuation amounts to three hundred and fifty thousand

eight hundred and twenty-nine dollars and twenty-six cents, ($350,829 26.)

I also forward herewith an inventory of the ordnance and ordnance stores,

(marked No. 2,) the survey on the provisions and small-stores, (marked No. 3,)

and the survey on equipments and stores in the master's, boatswain's, sail-

maker's, and carpenter's departments, (marked No. 4.)

I have also forwarded by this mail, to the department, the flags of the Atlanta,

the muster-roll of that vessel and the Georgia, and the log-book of the Atlanta.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

i S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Ship Housatonic,
Port Royat Harbor, July 1, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 29th ultimo, we have made "a care-

ful and accurate appraisement of the value of the captured confederate iron-clad

steamer Atlanta, including therein her hull, machinery, ordnance, ordnance stores,

provisions and small-stores, and equipments," all of which we present below,

under those heads respectively :

Hull $'250, 000 00
Machinery 80,000 00
Ordnance, ordnance stores, &c - 14, 022 91
Medical stores 20 00
Provisions, clothing, and small-stores 1,012 85
Equipments and stores in the master's, boatswain's, sailmaker's,

and carpenter's departments 5,773 50

Total valuation 350, 829 26

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

WILLIAM ROGERS TAYLOR, Captain.

ROBERT DANBY, Fleet Engineer.

A. S. MACKENZIE, Lieut, and Executive Officer.

CHARLES BOARDMAN, Carpenter, U. S. N.
Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

United States Ship Housatonic,
Port Royal Harbor, June 30, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 29th instant, we have made a careful

and accurate inventory of the ordnance and ordnance stores on board the cap-

tured confederate iron-clad steamer Atlanta, and have the honor to submit the
following report

:

Two 7-inch pivot guns, weighing 15,305 and 15,162 pounds; two 6 r
4Q-inch

broadside guns, weighing 9,110 pounds each.

The above are rifled guns of the Brookes pattern.

Two pivot carriages and slides for 7-inch guns, complete, including ten slide

and carriage levers ; four pivot bolts ; two elevating screws ; four compressors

;
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two Marsilly carriages for broadside guns, complete, including two elevating

screws; sixty-nine 7-inch rifle shot, cast, Tennessee sabot; sixty-four 7-inch

rifle shot, wrought, hollow bottom; fifty-three 6t
4
q rifle shot, cast, Tennessee

sabot ; twenty-five 6T
4 -inch rifle shot, wrought, hollow bottom; ninety 7-inch per-

cussion shell, loaded and fuzed, Tennessee sabot; seventeen 7-inch percussion

shell, loaded, not fuzed, Tennessee sabot; seventeen 7-inch Robbing's fluid shell,

percussion, Tennessee sabot; nine 6T
4Q-inch Robbins's fluid shell, 5" time fuze,

Tennessee sabot; ten 6T
4Q-inch Robbins's fluid shell, 10" time fuze, Tennessee

sabot; three 6T
4Q-inch Robbins's fluid shell, 15" time fuze, Tennessee sabot;

fifty-five 6T
4Q-inch percussion shell, loaded and fuzed, Tennessee sabot; eighteen

6I
4 -inch shell, loaded, 5" time fuze, lead sabot; eighteen 6^-inch shell, loaded,

10" time fuze, lead sabot; one 7-inch Robbins's fluid shell, 10" time fuze, Ten-
nessee sabot; three 7-inch shell, empty, Tennessee sabot.

The greater part of the above shells are in boxes.

Seventeen 6y
4
ff
-inch grape-shot; seventeen 6T

4Q-inch canister.

112 charges for 7-inch guns, 12 pounds each 1,344 pounds.

77 " " " 14 " 1,078

54 " " " 16 " 864 "

S7 " 6t
4
q

" 8 " 696
46 " " " 10 " 460 "

116 " " " 12 " 1,392

Loose cannon powder 150 "

Powder in good condition 5,984 "

Ten charges for 7-inch guns, 12 pounds each, (damaged,) 120 pounds

;

one hundred and twelve cartridge bags for 7-inch charges, 12 pounds ; seventy-

seven cartridge bags for 7-inch charges, 14 pounds ; sixty-five cartridge bags

for 7-inch charges, 16 pounds ; eighty-seven cartridge bags for 6T
4^-inch charges,

8 pounds ; forty-six cartridge bags for 6yL-inch charges, 10 pounds ; one hun-

dred and twenty-six cartridge bags for 6j
4Q-inch charges, 12 pounds ; forty-two

wooden powder tanks, 200 pounds ; two boring bits ; six priming irons ; five

fuze wrenches ; three vent punches ; one tent drill ; twenty gun tackles, (not

serviceable;) two 7-inch truckings; three 6-^ -inch truckings; six breeching

pins ; nine passing boxes, (only one serviceable ;) one 7-inch ladle ; one 6t
4
q-

inch ladle ; two 7-inch gun scrapers ; two 6T
4Q-inch gun scrapers ; one 7-inch

worm, with guide rings ; one 6^ -inch worm, with guide rings ; three 7-inch

rammers ; three 6T
4Q-inch rammers ; three 7-inch woollen sponges, with Robin-

son's worm ; three 6^-inch woollen sponges, with Robinson's worm ; three

rubber handspikes ; nine ordinary handspikes ; twenty boarding pikes ; two
;sponge caps ; twenty-three Enfield rifles, calibre .58, (three broken ;) eleven

United States muskets, calibre .69 ; thirty Maynard's rifles, breech-loading

;

eleven sabre bayonets, Enfield ; twenty-one sabre bayonets, Sharpe's pattern

;

twenty-eight sabre bayonet scabbards ; thirty-six cap pouches ; forty-nine car-

tridge boxes ; twenty-nine waist belts ; two arm chests ; two cutlasses, old

pattern ; one cutlass, new pattern ; nine cartridge-formers ; twenty-six wipers

for Maynard's rifles ; twenty-nine bullet moulds for revolvers ; three bullet

moulds for muskets ; twenty-five screwdrivers ; nineteen screwdrivers and
cone keys ; five hundred revolver cartridges, (packages broken;) one bag of

bullets; one box of bullets for Maynard's rifles, (two hundred;) five padlocks;

two fuze wrenches ; one hundred and thirty-five friction tubes ; thirteen hun-

dred cannon-primers ; fifteen metal stock fuzes ; seven cannon locks ; four

cannon locks, strings and taggles ; four breech sights and screws, metal ; five

wooden truck sights ; four re-enforce sights and screws, metal ; seven vent

punches; five worms for sponges; two hundred and fifty-five musket cartridges;
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five torpedoes ; six torpedo fuzes ; four boxes rifle cartridges, (five hundred

good;) twenty-one cartridge pouches; one pistol holster; one primer box;
twenty-three rockets, (damaged;) one box blue-lights, (damaged.)

Except such articles as are specially noted in the foregoing inventory, these

equipments and stores are in good condition, requiring but slight overhauling

and repairs to fit them for immediate service.

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

WILLIAM ROGERS TAYLOR, Captain.

WILLIAM REYNOLDS, Commander.
A. S. MACKENZIE, Lieutenant, Sf-c, Officer.

Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

Inventory of stores in carpenter's, sailmaker's, boatswain's, and master's

departments.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Tort Royal Harbor, South Carolina, June 20, 1863.

Gentlemen : You will make a careful inventory of the stores in the

carpenter's, sailmaker's, boatswain's, and master's departments of the prize

iron-clad steamer Atlanta, and appraise the value of the same.

You will also superintend their transhipment to the storeship Valparaiso.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. F. DUPONT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Acting Master A. S. Gardner.
Acting Ensign John Blitz.
Sailmaker John Joins.

United States Ship Valparaiso,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, June 23, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 20th June, herewith annexed, we
have made a careful inventory of the stores in the carpenter's, sailmaker's, boat-

swain's, and master's departments of the prize iron-clad steamer Atlanta, and
respectfully report as follows

:

sailmaker's department.
Valuation.

Eighty new hammocks $100 00
Four hundred yards old canvas 10 00
Two old boat sails 3 00

$113 00

boatswain's department.

Fifty pounds spun yarn 5 00
Forty oars 15 00
Seven boat-hooks 3 00
Seventy-five fathoms 1-inch manilla 5 00
Fifty palmetto brooms 10 00

38 00
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carpenter's department.

One tool-chest with tools $10 00

master's department.

Three gallons spirits turpentine $5 00
One binnacle and compass 5 00
One broken barometer 2 ,50

12 50

Total appraisal 173 50

Also, a quantity of old blocks, tackle, and rigging, and old iron, worthless.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

A. S. GARDNER, Acting Master.
JOHN BLITZ, Acting Ensign.
JOHN JOINS, Sailmaker.

Rear- Admiral S. F. DuPont,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Congratulatory letter to Captain John Rodgers on the capture of the Atlanta.

Navy Department, June 25, 1863.

Sir: Your despatch of the 17th instant, announcing the capture of the rebel

iron-clad steamer Eingal, alias Atlanta, has been received.

Although gallantly sustained by Commander John Downes, of the Nahant,
the victory, owing to the brevity of the contest, was yours, and it gives me un-

affected pleasure to congratulate you upon the result.

Every contest in which the iron-clads have been engaged against iron-clads

has been instructive, and affords food for reflection. The lessons to be drawn
are momentous.
On the 8th of March, 1862, there were lying at anchor at Hampton roads

the first-class steam frigates Roanoke and Minnesota, the sailing frigates Con-
gress and St. Lawrence, the razee Cumberland, and several gunboats. In the

presence of this formidable force, representing the highest offensive power of the

wooden navy, boldly appeared the rebel iron-clad steamer Merrimack ; and, not-

withstanding the broadsides poured into her by, and the heroic defence of, the Con-
gress and the Cumberland, these two wooden vessels were easily destroyed, and
the fate of the others was only reserved for the morrow. During the night, how-
ever, the Monitor, the first vessel of her class, arrived, and on the 9th of March,
when the morning mists lifted and showed the Merrimack and her wooden con-

sorts approaching to complete the work of destruction, our defence consisted not

in the great ships that were still afloat and their numerous heavy guns, but in

a single small iron-clad vessel armed with two guns. History has recorded the

courage and skill of Commander John L. Worden, who, disappearing in the

smoke of the advancing fleet, dispersed and put to flight their wooden steamers,

turned at bay the Merrimack, grappled with that formidable monster, and drove

her back into Norfolk, and kept her there until the evacuation of that place

led the rebels to destroy their famous iron-clad, rather than encounter and

risk her capture by her puny antagonist. The lessons of that contest taught us

the inadequacy of wooden vessels and our existing ordnance to meet armored

ships. For inland operations the monitor turret was immediately adopted, and

the fifteen-inch gun of Rodman, being the only gun of greater weight than the
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eleven-inch yet tested, was ordered to be placed in the turrets of the vessels

that were constructing. The result of this policy is developed in the action

through which you have just passed. "In fifteen minutes, and with four shots,

you overpowered and captured a formidable steamer, but slightly inferior to the

Merrimack—a vessel that, the preceding year, had battled, with not very serious

injury to herself, against four frigates, a razee, and for a time with one monitor,

armed with eleven-inch guns—thus demonstrating the offensive power of the

new and improved monitors armed with guns of fifteen-inch calibre.

Your early connexion with the Mississippi flotilla, and your participation in

the projection and construction of the first iron-clads on the western waters

—

your heroic conduct in the attack on Drury's Bluff—the high moral courage

that led you to put to sea in the Weehawken upon the approach of a violent

storm, in order to test the sea-going qualities of these new craft, at the time

when a safe anchorage was close under your lee—the brave and daring manner
in which you, with your associates, pressed the iron-clads under the concen-

trated fire of the batteries in Charleston harbor, and there tested and proved the

endurance and resisting power of these vessels, and your crowning, successful

achievement in the capture of the Fingal, alias Atlanta, are all proofs of a skill,

'and courage, and devotion to the country and the cause of the Union, regardless

of self, that cannot be permitted to pass unrewarded. To your heroic daring

and persistent moral courage, beyond that of any other individual, is the country
indebted for the development, under trying and varied circumstances on the

ocean, under enormous batteries on land, and in successful rencontre with a

formidable floating antagonist of the capabilities and qualities of attack and re-

sistance of the monitor class of vessels and their heavy armament. For these

heroic and serviceable acts I have presented your name to the President, re-

questing him to recommend that Congress give you a vote of thanks in order

that yon may be advanced to the grade of commodore in the American navy.
Very respectfully, &c,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain John Rodgers, IT. S. N.
Commanding United States Steamer WeeJcawken,

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Fort Royal, South Carolina.

Congratulatory letter to Rear-Admiral DuPont on the capture of the Atlanta.

Navy Department, June 26, 1863.

Sir : The department has received your several despatches announcing the

capture of the rebel iron-clad steamer Fingal, alias Atlanta, and enclosing the

detailed reports of Captain John Rodgers and Commander John Downes of the

affair.

I take occasion to express the department's appreciation of your prompt
measures to prepare for the expected appearance of the rebel iron-clads by send-
ing off Savannah two of our own, ably commanded, and congratulate you on
the acquisition of so powerful a vessel, which promises to be of important ser-

vice on the station.

To your ceaseless vigilance and that of the officers under your command
were we indebted, some months since, for the destruction of the notorious

steamer Nashville, which the enemy had armed and fruitlessly endeavored to

send out to destroy our commerce ; and now to your timely measures, and the

efficient means provided, do we owe the capture of one of the most powerful
iron-clads afloat—a vessel prepared after months of toil and great expenditure
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of money, and sent forth with confidence to disperse our blockading fleet and
overcome our monitors.

You may well regard this, and we may with pleasure look upon it, as a bril-

liant termination of a command gallantly commenced, and conducted for nearly

two years with industry, energy, and ability.

The department desires you to recommend to it an officer of the south At-
lantic blockading squadron to command the Atlanta.

Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

S. F. DuPont,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

REAR-ADMIRAL DAHLGREN RELIEVES REAR-ADMIRAL DUPONT.—CO-OPERA-
TION WITH GENERAL GILLMORE.

Flag-Ship Wabash,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C, July 6, 1863.

Sir : I arrived here on the 4th instant, and received the command of the

squadron to-day from Rear-Admiral DuPont.
He showed me a letter from Brigadier General Gillmore, stating that he was

about to operate against Morris island, and requested naval co-operation.

In view of my expected arrival Admiral DuPont declined to make arrange-

ments, preferring that I should do so.

On a personal conference with General Gillmore he further informed me that

the enemy appeared to be aware of his design, and were working on Morris

island with great activity to defeat it, in which they would succeed unless

speedy action were taken.

There was no time, therefore, to obtain the views of the department on this

subject, and it only remained for me to furnish the assistance required.

This I propose to do with the turret iron-clads. The wooden vessels, also,

will be used in case the fire of the enemy should not prove too great.

I regret that the Ironsides will be unable to enter, as the chief pilot is of

opinion that there will not be sufficient water on the bar for the purpose on that

day, nor until the 14th.

Of course the most that is expected from the action of these vessels is to re-

lieve the troops as much as possible, and is to be considered of no other conse-

quence.

If the department has any specific instructions to give upon such subjects, I

shall be happy to conform to them.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

OCCUPATION OF MORRIS ISLAND.—OPERATIONS OF THE IRON-CLADS.

Steamer Augusta Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 12, 1863.

Sir : I have already informed you that an agreement existed between General

Gillmore and myself to dispossess the enemy of Morris island. The first
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measure was taken on Friday, the 10th, when, conformably to said agreement,

General Gillmore was to open his batteries on the north end of Folly island

against the opposite batteries of the enemy placed on Morris island, and occupy-

ing the sandy eminences that form the southern portion of that island for about

a mile north of Light-House inlet.

At 4 a. m. the four iron-clads, Oatskill, Commander George H. Eodgers;
Montauk, Commander D. McN. Fairfax ; Nahant, Commander John Downes

;

and Weehawken, Commander E. R. Colhoun, passed the bar, my flag leading

in the Catskill. About this time General Gillmore opened his guns with a
rapid and well- sustained fire on the enemy. As soon as sufficiently near, the

iron-clads began to fire with shell upon the enemy's batteries, which were reply-

ing to General Gillmore, and dispersed their men wherever seen to assemble.

About 8 o'clock, being nearly abreast of the northern end of the ridge of sand

hills, the batteries of General Gillmore ceased, and our troops were seen making
their way upon Morris island. They advanced rapidly and in some force along

the beach.

The iron-clads now moved parallel to the low flat ground that extends north-

ward from the sand hills towards Fort Wagner, and as near to it as the depth

of the water permitted, rolling shells in every direction over its surface to clear

away any bodies of troops that might be gathered there.

Our troops pushed on, and about this time two or three buildings standing

apart from each other were seen to be in flames, supposed to be the work of the

enemy to unmask the guns of Fort Wagner looking down the beach.

The iron-clads were now laid abreast of Fort Wagner. This is an open sand
work about two and three-quarters miles from the southern end of Morris island,

lying about one and three-quarters miles north of the sand hills, and command-
ing the low intervening level.

The number of cannon mounted I am unable to state precisely. There may
be ten or a dozen in all, looking seaward and landward.

It was about half past 9 o'clock when the first shot was fired at this work.
My wish was to close to short grape range, but the chief pilot could not place

the vessels nearer than twelve hundred yards. Our fire was met promptly and
vigorously till noon, when the monitors dropped down in order to allow the men
an opportunity for dinner, after which our position was reoccupied, and the

attack continued till 6 p. m., when I signalled the action to cease, for the men
had now been at hard work for fourteen hours, and the weather excessively hot.

The four iron-clads fired five hundred and thirty-four shell and shrapnell

during the day, and, so far as I could discern from the Catskill, and learn from
others who had a better view from a distance, the practice was excellent.

I was most favorably impressed with the endurance of these iron-clads, and I

had a good opportunity of judging, as the Catskill (according to report of

Commander Rodgers, herewith enclosed) was struck sixty times, a large per-

centage of the hits being very severe. The pilot-house, turret, side armor, and
decks were all more or less damaged. Some of the shots were large ; one found
on deck, where it fell after striking the turret, proved to be a 1 0-inch. When
these heavy shot struck, the concussion was very great. An officer (Acting

Master Simmons) touching the turret at such a time was knocked down senseless

and much injured. The iron of the pilot-house was broken through entirely,

and a nut from one of the bolts driven against the lining so as to break it

through. The deck-plates are also cut through in many places, so as to make
the entrance of water troublesome.

The test was most severe, as any one would admit who will look at the vessel.

Yet after firing one hundred and twenty-eight rounds she came out of action in

good working order, as was proven by her going into action next day.

The enemy seemed to have made a mark of the Catskill. The Nahant was

16 N



238 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

hit six times, the Montauk twice; the Weehawken escaped untouched. The
next morning I received a note in pencil from General Gillmore, stating that he
had made an assault at early daybreak on Fort Wagner, and had been repulsed.

He learned that re-enforcements were expected at 10 a. m., and asked for some
action to prevent it. The four monitors were again moved to position near Fort
Wagner, and scoured the ground in that vicinity.

The acquisition of to-day may not convey an impression of importance, and
yet the foothold on Morris island must lead to the fall of Sumter; and the pos-

session of the main ship channel cuts off the best of the three entrances, and, by
that much, lessens the chances of passing the blockade.

It is proper for me to add that my staff, and the commanding and other

officers and crews of the iron-clads did their duties handsomely.
I have not yet heard from Commander Balch, who was directed to proceed

up the Stono, in convoy of a column of troops, but believe that all went right.

Lieutenant Mackenzie, of the Wabash, had charge of the boats that landed an
assaulting column on Morris island, and did it well.

The Wabash is now here, and I shall endeavor to organize one or two
battalions of marines and sailors for future operations.

May I ask to have the Passaic sent down, and a new pinion expedited for

the Patapsco, which is almost useless without it. The tugs, such as Pusey, are

exceedingly convenient for communication, and I would request three or four

more of that class.

It would be advisable that General Gillmore, under whose direction the land

operations have been so ably conducted, should be strengthened, for the enemy
will make efforts to repossess himself of Morris island.

General Gillmore has been with me this morning, and we shall soon complete

arrangements for pushing on. He does not consider it well to make another

assault.

. I forward enclosed (marked No. 1) a copy of my general order No. 1, issued

this morning.

The department will please make allowance for the hasty character of this

communication, as I only took command on Monday, was in action Friday and
Saturday, and came here from the north so hastily that I have neither secretary

nor experienced clerks.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

General order of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, thanking his officers.

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 1.

My thanks are due to Commander George W. Bodgers, of the Catskill;

Commander D. McN. Fairfax, of the Montauk; Commander John Downes, of

the Nahant; and Commander E. R. Colhoun, of the Weehawken; to the execu-

tive and other officers, and to the crews of these iron-clads ; and to the members
of my personal staff, Fleet Captain William Rogers Taylor, Flag Lieutenant

S. W. Preston, and Ensign LaRue P. Adams, (signal officer,) for the zealous

and efficient manner in which they performed their duty during the attacks of

the 10th and 11th instant upon Fort Wagner and other fortifications on Morris

island. I have also to thank the ordnance officer, Lieutenant Commander 0.
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0. Badger, for his systematic promptness in supplying the iron-clads with all

requisite ordnance stores.

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Hear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron,

July 12, 1863.

Report of Commander George W. Rodgers, commanding iron-clad CatskilL

United States Iron-clad Catskill,
Inside Charleston Bar, July 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that upon your coming on board this

ship at 4 this morning, I hoisted your flag forward and stood over the bar, crossing:

it at 5 o'clock, at which time our batteries on northern end of Folly island opened
upon the enemy upon the south end of Morris island. We steamed up within

range of the batteries upon the south end and middle of the island, and opened
fire on them at about 6 o'clock. About 9 our troops crossed over and skirmished

up the island; we got under way, and standing to the northward along the

island, shelled the batteries in advance of the troops. About 10 arrived opposite

and engaged Fort Wagner. At 1 hauled off to give the men their dinner. At
2.30 renewed the engagement, and at 6 hauled off and proceeded out of range

to an anchorage inside the bar, and near the troops.

During the action Acting Master J. W. Simmons was stunned and severely

bruised by the concussion of a shot upon the outside of the turret; First-class Boy
James Meehan was wounded in the foot by a fragment of a shell which entered

the port; Second Assistant Engineer Croline and Third Assistant Clark were
prostrated by the intense heat in the engine-room, as were several of the firemen

and crew. Ensign L.P.Adams, signal officer upon your staff, took Mr. Simmons's
duties in the turret, and rendered excellent service.

I herewith enclose a requisition for ordnance stores and ammunition; a re-

quest for an assistant engineer to be temporarily detailed for this ship, and for

some firemen to take the place of those broken down. I have fired fifty-seven

15-inch shell and seventy-two 11-inch at the batteries and Fort Wagner. The
vessel was struck sixty times, as follows : hull, sixteen times ; turret, seventeen

;

pilot-house, three; smoke-stack, seven; deck, seventeen. There are other marks
upon the hull under water which could not be counted. Some of the effects of

the shot are of a serious character; the deck has been entirely broken through

in four places, two of these sufficiently large to admit large quantities of water,,

requiring shot plugs; the pilot-house was twice struck nearly in the same place

hy shot from a 10-inch columbiad, which broke off the nuts from the bolts, and
forced one of them through the half-inch lining of the pilot-house. The hull

was struck upon the port quarter, completely shattering all the plates ; one 1 0-

inch shell landed upon the deck after striking the turret without fracture.

I have left twenty shell and shrapnell for 1-5-inch gun, and one 11 -inch shrap-

nell. The smoke-box for the 15-inch gun, when we ceased firing at noon, was
much damaged, three out of five bolts securing it to the turret having broken
off. One of the bolts securing the single cross pin under the turret was broken
off. The whole fire of the fort was directed at this ship, and being at anchor at

about 1,200 yards during the forenoon, we were very severely handled; their

10-inch smooth bore doing us the most harm; the rifles generally glancing or

striking sideways.

This report is very hastily written after a hard day's work.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. RODGERS, Commander.
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding S. A. Blockading Squadron.
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THE MONITORS INSIDE THE BAR.—ATTACK ON FORT WAGNER DELAYED.

Flag-Steamer Augusta Dlxsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 17, 1863.

Sir: Under date of the 12th instant, I informed you that General Gillmore
and myself were in occupation of the lower half of Morris island and the main
ship channel.

Since that I have been occupied with measures for continuing the advance,
and have the Ironsides, with five turret iron-clads, inside the bar.

The attack on Fort Wagner was to have taken place on the 16th, but was
postponed to this day, as the shore batteries were not ready.

A very heavy rain through the night has, however, interfered with the

progress ashore, and the general now says he will be ready to-morrow morning.

An attack was made on us yesterday at Stono, but repulsed. The Pawnee
was hit foily-two times.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

REPORT OF REAR-ADMIRAL DAHLGREN OF COMBINED ATTACK BY THE ARMY
AND NAVAL FORCES ON FORT WAGNER.

Flag-Steamer Augusta Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 19, 1863.

Sir: On the 18th a coinbined attack was made on Fort Wagner by the

troops under General Gillmore and the vessels of my command.
The 16th had been originally agreed on, but the shore batteries were not

fully prepared before the 18th. At 11.30 a. m. I made signal to get under way
from the anchorage near the bar, and led up, with my flag in the Montauk, fol-

lowed by the Ironsides, Oatskill, Nantucket, Weehawken, and Patapsco.

About 12.30 p. m. anchored the Montauk abreast of Fort Wagner, and fired

the first gun, which was immediately followed by the other vessels. With an

ebbing tide, the pilot did not deem it prudent to approach nearer than the inner

edge of the channel, and the least distance at this time was about twelve hun-

dred yards. Meanwhile the gunboats Paul Jones, Commander A. 0. Rhind;
Ottawa, Lieutenant Commander W. D. Whiting; Seneca, Lieutenant Commander
Wm. Gibson; Chippewa, Lieutenant Commander T. C. Harris ; and Wissahickon,

Lieutenant Commander J. L. Davis, under charge of Commander Rhind, were
using the pivot gun with effect at long range, and our batteries ashore were
firing very deliberately and steadily.

About 4 p. m., the tide flowing, weighed anchor, and closed in with the fort

to about three hundred yards, which silenced it so that, for this day, not a shot

was fired afterwards at the vessels, nor was a man to be seen about it. It was
nearly sunset when I received a note from General Gillmore, saying that he had
ordered an assault, and we could see the battalions advancing along the beach.

There might have been a thousand yards between our nearest shore batteries

and Fort Wagner, and before our troops had reached the work it became too

dark to discern them.

To this moment an incessant and accurate fire had been maintained by the
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vessels ; but now it was impossible to distinguish whether it took effect on friend

or foe, and, of necessity, was suspended.

Very soon afterwards, the rattle of musketry and the flashes of light artillery

announced that our men were mounting to the attack. This continued, without

intermission, till 9.30 p. m., gradually decreased, and then died away altogether.

The ill tidings of a repulse were not long in coming. After the lapse of an
anxious hour, common report told me that the assault had been repulsed with
some loss.

It now only remained to prosecute the work with patience and perseverance.

At the same time, I cannot forbear repeating my opinion that the number of

troops is inadequate. The officers and men are zealous, and labor hard.

The general plans are well conceived, but there is, to my mind, a manifest

lack of force. This morning I sent a boat ashore, with Flag Lieutenant S. W.
Preston and Surgeon Duvall, under a flag of truce, to ascertain if our wounded
had been cared for, and to offer to take charge of them. It was also impossible

to renew our fire if any of them remained on the ground.

Lieutenant Preston reported that some of the dead and wounded were still

lying about the work where they had fallen, and that the offer was declined—the

answer being that the dead would be buried, and the wounded properly provided
for. There being nothing more possible for the day, I caused the turret vessels

to drop down out of range, so that the men might have some fresh air below, and
the Ironsides also, inasmuch as she lay stern to the fort, without a gun bearing.

The conduct of officers and men is entitled to every commendation. Captain
Rowan, of the Ironsides; Commander Rodgers, of the Catskill; Commander
Fairfax, of the Montauk; Commander Beaumont, of the Nantucket; and Lieu-

tenant Commander Badger, whom I assigned temporarily to the command of the

Patapsco, did their duty well, and handled their vessels in the narrow channel
and shoal water with great skill.

The spirit of the men was excellent ; neither the incessant labor of action by
day or blockade by night, nor the privations of inhabiting turret vessels, checked
their earnest determination, and they worked the cannon with great effect, as

the silenced guns of the enemy makes manifest. The officers of my staff were,

as usual, assiduous in the discharge of their duties. The vessels were well piloted

by Acting Masters Godfrey and Haffords.

In conclusion, permit me to say that on this occasion the vessels did all that

was intended or could be expected from them : they silenced the fort and forced

the garrison to keep under shelter. At the same time the loss sustained by our

troops bears witness to the persevering gallantry with which they endeavored
to storm the work, and which deserved the success that will, I trust, reward a

renewed effort.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles, *

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

Report of Commander G. W. Rodgers.

United States Iron-clad Catskill,

Off Morris Island, S. C, July 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to the signal from the
flag-ship, I got under way at 11.52 this day, and followed the Montauk, bearing
your flag, standing up the channel in the direction of Fort Wagner. Arriving
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within range, opened at 12.44 with my 11-inch gun upon Fort Wagner, and
soon after anchoring in 13^ feet of water, some 800 yards from the fort, con-

tinned my fire until dusk, when the troops advancing to the assault, I fired

rapidly into the fort, and then, following in the motions of the Ironsides, ceased

firing. Shortly after 8.15 p. m., in obedience to your order, got under way
and proceeded out into the channel, anchoring near the Ironsides.

I have fired, this day forty-seven 15-inch shell, sixty-three 11-inch shell,

twelve 11-inch shrapnell, one 11-inch canister, one 11-inch grape, making 124
shots. My 11-inch shell and shrapnell, being nearly expended, I reserved the

remainder until just before the assault.

This vessel was not struck during the day, and I have no casualties to report.

I beg leave to call your attention to the zeal, energy, and tact shown by the

executive officer of this vessel, Lieutenant Commander 0. C. Carpenter, the good
result of Avhich is shown by the cheerfulness and alacrity of the officers and crew.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. RODGEBS, Commander.
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

OPERATIONS IN STONO RIVERAND LTGHT-HOUSE INLET, AND REPORT OF
ASSAULTENG. COLUMN ON MORRIS ISLAND.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 20, 1863.

Sir : I enclose herewith, for the information of the department, copies of reports

from Commander Balch, of the Pawnee, relative to the late operations in the

Stono ; Lieutenant Commander Bacon, of the Commodore McDonough, detailing

operations in the Light-House inlet ; Lieutenant Mackenzie, of the Wabash,
referring to the part taken by boats from the squadron, under his command, in

landing the assaulting column on Morris island.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of' the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Balch.

United States Steamer Pawnee,
Stono River, S. C, July 16, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that at 4.40 a. m., the Pawnee and Marble-

head being at anchor near Fort Grimball, the enemy opened on us hotly from
batteries distant about six hundred yards, the first shot striking us, and the fire

admirably given by the enemy. The position of the Pawnee was such that we
could not get our guns to bear; and seeing that we were powerless to inflict

injury upon the enemy in that position, I deemed it prudent to drop down the

river, where I could bring my guns to bear; this I did, and directed the Marble-

head to do likewise. We were at anchor in position where we could reach the

enemy, and this ship, the Huron, and the Marblehead, kept up a brisk fire on
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the enemy; and soon, by reference to the signals made by General Terry, Ave

were telegraphed to cease firing, the enemy having retreated.

The Pawnee was struck thirty-three times in the hull, three times in the

smoke-stack, three boats damaged by shot, and some six shots in the rigging.

The chain-cable which I had put on the outside, I am happy to state, saved us

from injury to our boilers.

The casualties are, as reported by the surgeon, W. T. Hord, as follows; and
which has caused great surprise, considering the excessively hot fire, that there

should have been no more, viz : John W. Philip, lieutenant U. S.N, slightly

wounded; James P. Lindsay, acting master U. S. N., slightly wounded; James
Madon, boatswain's mate, U. S. N., slightly wounded; John B. Patterson,

landsman, mortally wounded.
My officers and men behaved in the coolest manner, and I was aided and

admirably supported by Lieutenant Commander Scott, of the Marblehead, and
as soon as the Huron could she opened handsomely.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE B. BALOH,
Commander and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Letter of Commander Batch, commending Lieutenant Commander George
Bacon, and the officers and crew of the Commodore McDonough.

United States Steamer Pawnee,
Stono Inlet, South Carolina, July 12, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order of this date, I have directed Lieutenant

Commander Bacon to report to you off Morris island, with the Commodore Mc-
Donough under his command.

I desire most earnestly to call the attention of the admiral commanding to

the important and valuable service rendered by Lieutenant Commander Bacon
since he has been under my command in the Stono—for a period of five months

;

and it affords me great pleasure to testify to his zeal and energy, and his ever

prompt and ready assistance in all the duties required during our association on
duty. I do not hesitate to state that implicit reliance may be given to his pro-

fessional skill and judgment, as also to his zeal in the cause in which we are

engaged.

To his officers and crew I can, in justice, do no less than extend to them my
hearty approval of the manner they have ever discharged their duties, and I

desire to bring their services to your favorable notice.

The intimate acquaintance of Lieutenant Commander Bacon with the localities

of Stono leads me to hope that he may be ordered here again when the services

upon which he may now be ordered have been performed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. B. BALCH,
Commander and Senior Officer presciit.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Off Morris Island, South Carolina.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander George Bacon.

United States Steamer Commodore McDonough,
Light-House Inlet, July 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that yesterday evening, at the request of

General Gillmore, (having discovered that the enemy were firing on our pickets

from the batteries near Secessionville,) I moved up the river and opened from

the batteries with my rifled guns, throwing our shell into the enemy's camp,
which compelled them to cease firing upon our pickets.

I learn from General Gillmore that our forces under General Terry, and the

gunboats in Stono river, were attacked at daylight this morning by the enemy,
having a large force of artillery, but they were repulsed, owing, no doubt, in a
measure, to the terrific fire of the gunboats under Captain Balch, as the shells

could be plainly seen bursting among the enemy's troops. The enemy having

retreated to Secessionville, moved up the river and opened fire upon them with

my rifled guns. I take pleasure in stating that the fire was so effective as to

cause them to fall back to their camps, which is well in the rear of the town,

which I shelled, and the last seen of the enemy they were in full retreat to the

woods. The following is a list of the ammunition expended during the firing,

viz : 100-pounder Parrott rifle, 34 shells ; from the 50-pounder Dahlgren rifles,

47 shells.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BACON,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, off Morris Island.

Report of Lieutenant A. S. Mackenzie, commanding boats of the squadron.

United States Steamer Wabash,
Off Charleston, July 12, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to orders from Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, dated July 7,

1863, I that day reported to Captain Rowan, senior officer present off Charles-

ton, for the purpose of taking charge of the boats ordered to be sent to Folly
river on the night of the eighth (8th) from the vessels off the port.

I left Charleston bar at midnight of the 8th in the tug Dandelion, with the

boats in tow, as follows :

New Ironsides, (two,) in charge of Lieutenant H. B. Robeson; Acting Master's

Mate S. S. Hand.
Powhatan, (four,) in charge of Lieutenant A. R. McNair; Acting Ensign C.

P. Walters; Acting Master's Mate C. H. Howland; Sailmaker W. S. Brayton.
Canandaigua, (two,) in charge of Lieutenant H. D. II. Manly; Acting Master's

Mate A. F. Eldridge.

Housatonic, (two,) in charge of Acting Master J. W. Congdon; Acting Master's

Mate B. F. Jacobs.

Conemaugh, (two,) in charge of Acting Master J. S. Lee; Acting Master J.

H. Wainwright.
A boat from the Flag, in charge of Acting Ensign William Frost, had been

sent in the evening before from the vessel. It blew fresh during the night from
southward and westward, and there was a considerable sea on.

After many delays, owing to boats breaking adrift, we arrived off Stono at

about 2.38 a. m. of the 9th. We then cast off from the Dandelion, but failed

in finding the buoys, owing to a heavy rain squall, in which we lost our bear-
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ings. A little before daylight, finding ourselves near the Canandaigua, and while

there, received orders that the expedition would be put off until the night of

the 9th.

The New Ironsides' fourth cutter I had sent earlier towards Stono bar, to

endeavor to find the Dandelion ; and, giving her her orders, went into the Folly

river at daylight, as did also the four boats from the Wabash, in charge of

Ensign James Wallace and Acting Master's Mate Louis Boun, which had been
towed up from Port Royal on the afternoon of the 8th.

On the 9th, at 9 p. m., I again left Charleston bar in the Dandelion, with the

same boats in tow, excepting the New Ironsides' fourth cutter, referred to

above; arrived off Stono bar at half past ten ; was then taken in tow by the tug

Pettit, and, after a delay of about an hour, while the buoys were being lighted,

crossed the bar. While crossing, the Conemaugh's third cutter sheered into

the breakers, and was capsized. Fortunately every one was saved. At mid-
night of the 9th I reported to Brigadier General Gillmore at his headquarters in

Folly river, and by his order embarked four companies (A, D, F, and 0) of the

48th New York volunteers, in command of Lieutenant Colonel Green, of that

regiment, and pulled up the Folly river to the rendezvous at the head of Light-

House inlet, where we arrived at 4.30 a. m. on the 10th. I then fell in with
the boats of my command that had got across the bar the evening before. I

was then informed by Lieutenant Commander R. M. Bunce, of the Pawnee,
that he had been ordered by Rear-Admiral Dahlgren to take charge of all the

naval howitzers in the expedition. I therefore directed Ensign Wallace to

report to Lieutenant Commander Bunce, with the first launch and first cutter

of this vessel, (both of which boats had howitzers.) The New Ironsides' fourth

cutter and the boat from the Flag were assigned as gigs to Brigadier General
Strong and his staff. The Wabash's second launch and second cutter had on
board parts of the 76th Pennsylvania and 9th Maine, respectively.

At 5.30 a. m. all the boats from the squadron, together with those belonging
to the army, moved into Light-House inlet. Here our boats were exposed for

about an hour to a moderate fire from the enemy's batteries on the southern
end of Morris island. Fortunately only one of our boats, the Powhatan's first

cutter, was struck, a small piece of shell, which exploded over her, striking a
soldier, and another small piece striking her gunwale.
At about 6.45 a. m. the order was given to land the brigade. The troops in

the boats from the squadron were very promptly placed on Morris island beach.
Our boats then took the army boats in tow, and aided in crossing the reserves
from the Folly island beach to Morris island. At meridian, by order of General
Gillmore, pulled down to the anchorage at the mouth of Folly river, and, leaving
the Wabash's boats there, proceeded with the rest of the boats, in tow of the
Pettit, to the squadron off Charleston. On the 11th the Wabash's boats were
towed by the 0. M. Pettit to Port Royal. While exposed to fire from the
enemy's batteries, and during the arduous duties of the expedition, the conduct
of both officers and men is worthy of all praise. I would especially call,

through you, the attention of the admiral to the fact that the first American
flag was planted on Morris island by Lieutenant H. B. Robeson, of the New
Ironsides, who, carrying Brigadier General Strong in his boat, landed with him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. MACKENZIE,
Lieutenant United States Navy,

Commander Foxhall A. Parker,
Commanding United States Steamer Wabash.
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OPERATIONS AGAINST MORRIS ISLAND.—FORT WAGNER SILENCED.

Flag-Steamer Augusta Dinsmore,

Off' Morris Island, July 21, 1863.

g IR.########
I take this opportunity of forwarding copies of correspondence between General
Gillmore and myself, from which the department will perceive that an addi-

tional land force is absolutely required to advance operations.

I have already silenced Fort Wagner and driven its garrison to shelter, and
can repeat the same ; but this is the full extent to which artillery can go. The
rest can only be accomplished by troops.

General Gillmore tells me he cannot furnish but a single column for attack,

and it is of course impossible for me to supply the deficiency when the crews

of the vessels are already much reduced in number, and working beyond their

strength to fulfil the various duties of blockade, cannonading, and boat patrols

by night.

Time is all important, for the enemy will not fail to use it in guarding weak
points. He is already putting up fresh works.

I am aware that this matter is no doubt brought directly to the cognizance

of the War Department ; but, at the same time, it seems proper for me to bring

it to your notice, because the operations are conjoint, and you would prefer to

be made acquainted with the exact state of the case.

With 20,000 men Fort Wagner would have been ours at this time, and then

the rest must follow inevitably.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN.
Hear-Admiral, Commanding 8. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Correspondence between Rear-Admiral Dahlgren and General Gillmore.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 20, 1863.

Dear Sir: I hope our efforts will be more successful next time.

Indeed it is very important they should be, for each time that we fail the

enemy obtains some notice of a weak point and strengthens it, so that the whole
ground from Fort Wagner will be intrenched eventually.

Permit me to suggest, therefore, that our trenches shall be pushed to the

nearest point deemed advisable, armed plentifully with artillery, and pioneered

by rifle pits.

When ready I will support you with the vessels, and hope to quell the fire

of the work as before, and drive the garrison to shelter.

When the assault takes place in front I propose to land from boats one of

your best regiments to assault the angle rearward and toward the water.

I would also suggest a picked column of three hundred or four hundred men,

to attack the angle rearward and landward, passing up the rivulet that enters

Vincent's creeks ; for this I will also endeavor to furnish boats.

Thus assaulted, and their men kept under shelter to the last moment, it
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seems to me that the gallantry of our troops cannot fail to cany them into the

work.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Brigadier General Q. A. Gillmore,
Commanding Department of the South, Morris Island, S. C.

Headquarters Department of the South,
Morris Island, S. C, July 20, 1863.

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of this date suggesting a

method of attacking Fort Wagner. I am pleased with the project. I had
already determined to advance my batteries, and shall commence doing so to-

night. I also like your plan of assaulting the work, although I would much
prefer making two columns of attack only, one in front along the beach and
the other in rear, landing on the east side of Morris island.

It involves, however, the consumption of men, in which this army has already

been a very severe sufferer. I began here with the minimum force deemed
safe for any offensive operations. Of that force I have lost thirty-three per

centum in killed, wounded, missing and sick.

My actual loss in killed, wounded and prisoners will not fall far short of

twelve hundred men. As many more are laid up by sudden sickness, occa-

sioned by excessive fatigue duty.

With this more than triple decimation of my active, available command, I

hesitated to incur any further immediate loss in the absence of powerful reasons

to the contrary.

If the navy can furnish sailors and marines for one of the columns of attack,

I will supply the other or others, and a combined attack can be made on the

work.

I can also issue to your men any arms they may. require, either muskets or

lances. I will engage to furnish a large proportion of the attacking force.

Should you desire to confer with me on this project I will come and see

you.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Brigadier General Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
Commanding S A. B. Squadron, Off Morris Island, S. C.

OPERATIONS IN THE STONO UNDER COMMANDER GEORGE B. BALCH.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off' Morris Island, July 23, 1863.

Sir : I forward herewith, for the information of the department, Commander
Balch's report of the late operations in the Stono, accompanied by a draught of

the Pawnee, showing hits received from rebel batteries.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commander Balch.

United States Steam-Sloop Pawnee,
Stono Inlet, South Carolina, July 21, T863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the

naval force in Stono since my last report to the admiral commanding.
For the more perfect safety of the transports in passing the Stono bar I had

the buoys lighted and placed so as to render the entrance straight and easy,

and I am much gratified in being able to state that the transports which have
been going out and coming in constantly, have done so in safety.

On the 4th of July I received a confidential communication from Colonel

Turner, chief of General Gillmore's staff, asking that I would give assistance

by lighting the buoys; that the troops might enter and disembark at the south

end of Folly island under cover of the night. This I did, and went outside of

the bar myself and gave all the direction necessary to insure the safe entrance

into Stono.

The officers of the Commodore McDonough were detailed as pilots, and dis-

charged their duties zealously and well. I continued to render assistance in

this way whilst it was necessary, and on 5th of July, under cover of the night,

the transports passed in safety to the dock at Folly island, discharged the troops

and proceeded to sea by 3 a. m. In this duty I was ably seconded by Lieu-

tenant Commander Bacon, his officers and crew, as also by the officers and crew
of the Pawnee.
On the 7th of July instant I had the honor to receive your confidential in-

structions to be ready for a movement in the Stono, and in view of rendering

the most efficient support to the troops about advancing against Morris island, I

deemed it proper to fit the Pawnee's launch with two 12-pounder howitzers, (a

smooth bore and a rifle,) as also an army launch, which I borrowed of General

Seymore, and fitted with two 24-pounder smooth-bore howitzers, taken for the

purpose from the Commodore McDonough and manned by a crew from that

vessel. These, with two 12-pounder smooth-bore howitzers from the Wabash,
were placed under command of Lieutenant Commander Bunce of the Pawnee,
who received my orders to co-operate with the army in landing on Morris island,

and particularly to cover the advance and to act against the enemy when he
could do so, and to cover the retreat should our troops be repulsed.

The report of Lieutenant Commander Bunce is herewith enclosed for your
information, and I beg leave respectfully to express my gratification that the

naval force in Stono should have been able to render the important assistance it

did, and to very materially contribute to the success of the movement of our

troops. I deem it but an act of justice to call the attention of the admiral com-
manding to the services rendered by Lieutenant Commander Bunce and his

command.
I had the honor to receive on the morning of the 9th instant your circular

dated the 8th, detailing the duties of the vessels under your command in the

operations against Morris island, and by it the Pawnee, Nantucket and Commo-
dore McDonough were assigned to the convoy of a division of troops up the

Stono. In carrying out these instructions, after consultation with General

Terry, commanding the division, I got under way in the Pawnee on the after-

noon of the 9th instant, followed by the Nantucket, Commodore McDonough
and C. P. Williams, and proceeded up the Stono, and anchored above Strom's

landing and opened fire on James island. The transports followed us up the

Stono, and immediately on landing General Terry sent forward a portion of his

troops on James island.

On the 11th instant, the McDonough being at anchor off Legareville, where

I had stationed Lieutenant Commander Bacon for the purpose of protecting our
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transports from attacks of the enemy on John's island, made signal that the

enemy's batteries were firing on one of our steamers, the General Hunter. The
Commodore McDonough opened on them, and I immediately sent the 0. P.

Williams to assist, she being towed to her station at my request by order of

General Terry.

At the request of General Terry I moved up the Stono river on the afternoon

of the 1.1th instant and anchored off Tom Grimball's plantation, and opened fire

in the direction of Secessionville; the object of which was that our troops, under

cover of the Pawnee's guns, might make a forward movement. I continued firing

in the direction and with the ranges agreed upon with General Terry, till he
made signal to cease firing. This being done, his troops advanced and took

position some 800 or 1,000 yards from the Pawnee. The Commodore McDon-
ough came up and anchored near, in obedience to my orders. She had been
employed in aiding the Nantucket in getting to sea, or I should have had her

with me when I came up the river.

Nothing of importance occurred till the morning of the 16th instant, when,
the Pawnee and Marblehead being at anchor near Tom Grimball's, a heavy fire

was opened on us, which, from the impossibility of bringing our guns to bear in

the narrow channel, and the danger of the ship taking the bottom, I deemed it

prudent to drop down the river where I could have more room, and could bring

my guns to bear effectively. The wheel being disabled by splinters, rendered

our position for a few moments extremely perilous, as, had we taken the bottom,

we should have been exposed to a raking fire from the enemy's batteries, but

with little chance to reply with a sufficient number of guns to drive them off.

In the necessity which compelled me to drop down to the river, I have the very
great satisfaction of knowing that we were enabled to render the most important

assistance to the troops of General Terry, wTho telegraphed that the enemy was
advancing in force and wished me to open fire upon them, which we did, and so

effectively as to prevent their advance by a causeway in such force as would
have, in all probability, led to the capture of our troops. Our fire was so accu-

rate and so rapid that the enemy, though he endeavored to do so, could ciot

advance to attack our troops on James island, in the direction of our fire.
*

I was greatly rejoiced, on visiting General Terry at his headquarters, during

the afternoon, to learn from him and his staff the very great assistance we had
rendered his forces in the morning. He was attacked in a most spirited manner,
and with artillery, a few moments before the enemy opened on us ; and 1 have
learned, through rebel prisoners, that the design of the enemy in making this

combined attack was to disable the Pawnee, and thereby prevent her giving

support to the division of General Terry, and thus, by bringing a greatly superior

force against him, they hoped to defeat him. The position 1 assumed, and
within reach of the enemy's battery, enabled me to thwart any such design.

We continued our fire till General Terry telegraphed that the enemy had
retreated, and that his pickets had advanced to the old position.

To Lieutenant Commander Scott, of the Marblehead, his officers and crew,

I desire to testify my obligations for the efficient support given me. His vessel

was struck two or three times ; the small number of hits I attribute to the fact

of the Pawnee intercepting shots which would otherwise have struck his vessel;

and the channel being so narrow that he could not take a position where he
could fire effectively.

I am repairing the damages done to the Pawnee, as speedily as the small

force of carpenters can.

On the afternoon of the 16th instant, I was informed by General Terry that

the object aimed at in the advance on James island had been successfully ac-

complished, and also that he should under cover of darkness embark his troops.

I therefore disposed the naval force to the best advantage for covering the em-
barcation, and sent boats to assist. The troops were embarked, and in the
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afternoon of the 17th instant I proceeded down the Stono to my former an-

chorage in Stono inlet, with the vessels under my command.
I regret to report that John B. Patterson, (landsman,) who was mortally

wounded in the action, died at 9 a. m. that morning. He was buried on Cole's

island.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE B. BALOH,
Commander and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, off Morris Island.

ATTACK ON FORT WAGNER.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 25, 1863.

Sir: Yesterday I went up with the iron- clads and opened a heavy fire on
Fort Wagner, in order to prevent a sortie upon some new works which General

Gillmore had pushed to within 600 yards of the fort.

The gunboats assisted at long range. The firing was good, and frequently

excellent.

The firing of Fort Wagner was soon silenced, and the garrison driven to

shelter, so that in the course of the morning few new batteries were partially

armed.

The fire was interrupted by a flag of truce, borne by a steamer having on
board some of our wounded who had been taken prisoners at various times.

General Gillmore tells me that his advance position is now secured. * * *

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHH A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional reports of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren*

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, July 30, 1863.

SiR : The position of affairs is not materially changed since the date of my
last despatch (July 25,) except that our advanced batteries (600 yards from
Wagner) are in operation and will receive frequent additions to its armament.

I have contributed four rifle cannon with a detachment of seamen, (say 120,)

under Captain Parker, and will land more when I have the men to spare.

Every day two or three of the iron-clads join in and sweep the ground be-

tween Wagner and Cummings's point, or else fire directly into Wagner; the

only objections to which is, that it is drawing largely on the endurance of our

cannon. However, I have no doubt the Bureau of Ordnance will enable me to

meet this difficulty.

The enemy also seek in every way to distract our attention. The night be-

fore last there was an alarm from Stono about a ram, and last night a deserter

to the camp stated that the iron-clad at Savannah was to move. I had sent the

Nahant to check this, but as the rumor added several gunboats, and the Una-



EEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 251

dilla alone was with the Nahant, it seemed better to make sure, so I sent down
the Weehawken in tow of the Conemaugh.
The turrets receive a shot occasionally with the usual result, and the Iron-

sides has been struck repeatedly by 10-inch shot (1,200 to 1,400 yards) without

material impression. A shot from Fort Sumter, in passing along the spar

deck, glanced from the edge of it, and by the concussion damaged the beam
below, with knees connecting.

If the depth of water would only permit her to approach, I would sweep the

ground clean with her powerful broadside.

It is to be remembered that Wagner is the key to Sumter, wherefore the

enemy will spare no effort for the defence, and will protract any result to the

last.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Of Morris Island, August 16, 1863.

Sir : Since my last nothing of consequence has occurred.

The work in the trenches continues to progress, and they were to have been
ready to open fire on the 14th, but have been delayed for a few days from va-

rious causes.

The vessels are ready to the extent of their power—one monitor being absent

at Wassaw, and the Atlanta nearly ready at Port Royal.

Just at this moment Captain Balch telegraphs from Stono that the enemy
have exploded some torpedoes near the Pawnee, with no result save the loss of

the launch. Others have been captured. When his report reaches me I shall

be able to give better information on the subject.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EEPORT OF THE CAPTURE OF A LAUNCH BY A REBEL STEAMER IN CHARLES-

TON HARBOR.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Of Morris Island, August 8, 1862,

Sir : On the night of the 5th one of the launches designed to guard the right

flank of our shore batteries, having been drawn out into the harbor in observa-

tion of a rebel steamer, was suddenly attacked by the latter.

Eight of the crew were picked up, and stated that the launch had been sunk.

Yesterday a flag of truce came out from the enemy with a communication for

General Gillmore.

Captain Green, the senior officer outside, reports to me that the officer in-

formed our boat that the launch had not been sunk, but was captured, with Acting

Master Haines and twelve (12) men. This leaves only two men missing. The
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eight men who were received by our boat were all positive that they were
fired at from the steamer when they were in the water ; and as this is in viola-

tion of the usages of war, I addressed a communication to General Beauregard
on the subject, requiring that whoever should be convicted of the fact should

be punished. Otherwise I would not be able to prevent retaliation by our men.
As yet I have received no answer.

Ensign B. H. Porter deserves mention from me for the energy, courage, and
intelligence with which he performed the duty assigned him of observing the

enemy, and also for picking up the eight men who had got out of the launch in

some Avay.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, transmitting communications from General
Beauregard and Flag- Officer Tucker.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia

Off Morris Island, August 29, 1863.

Sir : I herewith transmit, for the information of the department, communica-
tions from General G. T. Beauregard, "General commanding department South
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida," and Flag-Officer Tucker, "commanding officer

of the Confederate States' forces afloat," received by flag of truce, in relation

to firing upon boat party on the night of the 5th August, an account of which
I have already forwarded to the department.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Ad?niral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Headquarters Department of S. Carolina, Georgia and Florida,
Charleston, S. C, August 22, 1863.

Sir : Your letter touching an alleged violation of the usages of war in firing

on certain men of your force while in the water off this harbor was referred

by me to Flag-Officer Tucker, commanding officer of the Confederate States'

forces afloat, whose reply will be sent out at the same time with this, and I trust

will be found satisfactory.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General Commanding.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces off Charleston Harbor, S. C.

Flag-Ship Chicoia,

Charleston Harbor, August 10, 1863.

Sir : Tour communication of the 6th instant to General Beauregard, Confed-

erate States of America, complaining that, after the capture of the launch be-

longing to your squadron, the men were fired at in the water, has been re»

ferred to me.
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I am happy to be able to state, from information received from the Confeder-

ate States naval officer in command at that time, that the men were not fired at

in the water.

I highly appreciate your desire to conduct the war upon civilized principles,

and it affords me great pleasure to join in so laudable a desire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN R. TUCKER,
Flag- Officer, Commanding C. S. Naval Forces, Charleston Harbor,

Bear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren, U. S. N.,

Commanding U. S. Naval Forces off Charleston.

ATTACK UPON FORTS WAGNER AND SUMTER.

Flag-Steamer Dinsmore,

Off Morris Island, August 18, 1863.

Sir : Yesterday was begun another series of operations against the enemy's

works.

Early in the morning General Gillmore opened all his batteries upon Fort

Sumter, firing over Fort Wagner and the intermediate space.

About the same time I moved up with the entire available naval force, leading

with my flag in the Weehawken, followed by the Catskill, Nahant, and Mon-
tauk. The Passaic and Patapsco in reserve for Sumter. The Ironsides in

position opposite to Wagner, and the gunboats named in the margin at long

range: Canandaigua, Captain J. F. Green; Mahaska, Commander J. B.

Creighton ; Cimarron, Commander A. K. Hughes; Ottawa, Lieutenant Com-
mander W. D. Whiting; Wissahickon, Lieutenant Commander J. L. Davis;
Dia Ching, Lieutenant Commander J. C. Chaplin ; Lodona, Lieutenant Com-
mander E. Brodhead.

As the tide rose the Weehawken was closed to about four hundred and fifty

yards of Wagner; the other three monitors followed, and the Ironsides as near

as her great draught of water permitted. After a steady and well directed fire

Wagner was silenced about 9.20 a. m., and that of our own vessels was slackened

in consequence.

Meanwhile the fire of our shore batteries was working effectually upon the

gorge of Sumter, which appeared to have been strengthened in every possible

manner. At this time the flag was shifted to the Passaic, which with the

Patapsco (both having rifle guns) steamed up the channel until two thousand
yards of Fort Sumter, when fire was opened on the gorge angle and SE. front

of the work. The Patapsco fired very well and is believed to have struck the

SE. front nine consecutive times.

To all this Sumter scarcely replied, Wagner was silenced, and Battery Gregg
alone maintained a deliberate fire at the Passaic and Patapsco.

It was now noon; the men had been hard at work from daybreak, and needed
rest, so I withdrew the vessels to give them dinner.

During the afternoon our shore batteries continued the fire at Sumter with
little or no reply from the enemy, and I contented myself with sending up the

Passaic and Patapsco to prevent Wagner from repairing damages. The fort

replied briskly, but in a brief time left off firing. I am not able to state with

exactness the result of the day's work, but am well satisfied with what a distant

view of Sumter allowed me. Our entire power is not yet developed, as it will

be daily, while the enemy is damaged without being able to repair.

The officers and men of the vessels engaged have done their duty well, and
will continue to do so.

17 N
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All went well with us save one sad exception: Captain Rodger?, my chief of

staff, was killed, as well as Paymaster Woodbury, who was standing near him.

Capt. Rodgers had more than once asked, on this occasion, if he should go
with me as usual, or resume the command of his vessel, the Catskill, and he
repeated the query twice in the morning, the last time on the deck of the Wee-
hawken just while preparing to move into action. In each instance I replied,

"Do as you choose." He finally said, "Well, I will go in the Catskill, and the

next time with you."

The Weehawken was lying about one thousand yards from Wagner, and the

Catskill with my gallant friend just inside of me, the fire of the fort coming in

steadily; observing the tide to have risen a little, I directed the Weehawken to be
carried in closer, and the anchor was hardly weighed when I noticed that the

Catskill was also under way, which I remarked to Captain Colhoun.

It occurred to me that Captain Rodgers detected the movement of the Wee-
hawken, and was determined to be closer to the enemy if possible My attention

was callpd off immediately to a position for the Weehawken, and soon after it

was reported that the Catskill was going out of action with signal flying that

her captain was disabled; he had been killed instantly.

It is but natural that I should feel deeply the loss thus sustained, for the

close and confidential relation which the duties of fleet-captain necessarily

occasions, impressed me deeply with the loss of Captain Rodgers. Brave, intelli-

gent, and highly capable, devoted to his duty and to the flag under which he
passed his life, the country cannot afford to lose such men; of a kind and gene-

rous nature, he was always prompt to give relief when he could.

I have directed that all respect be paid to his remains, and that the country

will not, I am sure, omit honor to the memory of one who has not spared his

life in her hour of trial.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Admiral Dahlgren, transmitting notes of the engagement, taken by

Flag-Lieutenant Moreau Forrest.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, August 19, 1863.

Sir: I enclose herewith for your information notes taken by Flag-Lieutenant

Moreau Forrest during the engagement of the 17th instant, and also copies of

reports showing the state of the marine battalion, and from commanding officer

of the Catskill.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Notes of the engagement on Monday, August 11, 1863.

At 5.30 a. m. the admiral and his staff, Fleet-Captain George W. Rodgers,

Flag-Lieutenant Moreau Forrest, and Ensign La Rue P. Adams left the United

States steamer Dinsmore, and at 5.40 flag was hoisted aboard the United States

iron-clad Weehawken. Fleet-Captain George W. Rodgers then left to take

command of the United States iron-clad Catskill.



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 255

6.15.—Flag under way, and steaming up the channel to the buoy abreast Fort

Wagner.
6.35.—-All the monitors under way, steaming up the channel.

6.40.—Flag anchored a little below and about seven hundred yards from

Wagner.
6.45.—Flag opened with Xl-inch shell at Wagner.
6.48.—First shot from Wagner at Flag passed over.

6.49.—Weehawken opened with XV-hich shell.

6.52.—Ironsides opened fire a little high. At this time the shore batteries

were delivering a telling fire on Sumter.

6.54.—Montauk opened a little astern of Flag.

6.60.—Wagner firing grape and musketry at the monitors.

7.03.—Wagner struck Flag's deck.

7.05.—Wagner fired twice, one striking Flag, the other passing through the

smoke-stack of Ironsides.

7.12.—Ironsides apparently under way, as if to shift berth or insure swing-

ing the right way.
7.16.—Nahant opened fire.

7.18.—Another shot through Weehawken's smoke-stack.

7.25.—Signalled to Ironsides—firing too high.

7.29.—Moultrie opened at Ironsides, making very good practice.

7.40.—Catskill anchored a little inshore of the Flag.

7.42.—Catskill opened.
8.00.—Mahaska opened.

8.05.—All the wooden gunboats in action.

8.06.—Moultrie struck on top of Ironsides's deck.

8.08.—Passaic opened.

8.20.—Patapsco opened.

8.25—Flag under way ; and having shifted berth nearly to the battery,

anchored.

8.35.—Catskill under way, moving a little further off.

8.50.—Catskill made signal "Captain is disabled," and went out of action.

9.20.—The firing from Wagner ceased.

9.30.—Flag ceased firing. The gunboats still firing slowly.

10.00.—Flag under way and moving towards Passaic, to which vessel the

admiral shifted his flag, the enemy's sharpshooters keeping up a brisk fire.

10.05.—The flag being hoisted on the Passaic, the Passaic, accompanied by
the Patapsco, headed up the channel and rounded to about eighteen hundred
yards from Sumter.

10.30.—Passaic opened with rifle and struck the top of Sumter.
10.32.—Gregg opened on Flag, shot passing over.

10.42.—Moultrie opened on Flag and Patapsco.

10.44.—Patapsco opened on Sumter, making fine practice,

10.50.—Flag struck twice by Gregg.
11.05.—Catskill resumed position, firing slowly at Wagner and Gregg.
11.15.—Sumter opened.

12.00.—Montauk made signal that her small gun was disabled.

12.10—Came down from action to go to dinner, and ordered the other vessels

to do the same. As we passed the Catskill, learned that Fleet-Captain George
W. Rodgers and Assistant Paymaster Woodbury had been killed.

At 12.40 p. m. hoisted the flag aboard the Dinsmore.
Very respectfully,

MOREAU FORREST,
Flag-Lieutenant.

Rear-Admiral John A. Datilgren, U. S. N.,

Commanding; S. A. B. Squadron.
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United States Iron-clad Catskill,

Off Morns Island, Aygust 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the action to-

day :

About 7.30 steamed up abreast of Fort Wagner and anchored. Captain

Rodgers, chief of staff, in charge, opened fire on the works, which was returned

heavily.

About 8.30 a shot struck the top of the pilot-house, fracturing the outer plate

and tearing off an irregular piece of the inside plate of about one square foot in

area, and forcing out several of the bolts by which the two thicknesses are held

together, pieces of which struck Captain George W. Rodgers and Acting Assist-

ant Paymaster J. G. Woodbury, killing them instantly, also wounding the pilot

Mr. Penton and Acting Master's Mate Trescott ; after which I hove up the

anchor, steamed down to the tug Dandelion, transferred them to her, and returned,

taking position astern of the Weehawken ; continued the fire until signal was made
to withdraw.

We were struck, in all, thirteen times. The smoke-box of XV-inch gun is

gradually becoming weaker, the angle iron around the bottom and eight or ten

bolts having been broken off to-day, the other side being so badly sprung that

the bolts cannot be replaced. The inside bearing of the after truck of Xl-inch
gun came off at the first discharge ; was temporarily repaired, so as to use the

gun, but found the axle to be broken; used it with a slide.

Enclosed I send the report of Dr. Abbott, of this vessel.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES C. CARPENTER,

Rear-Admiral J . A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding.

United States Iron-clad Catskill,

Off Morris Island, August 17, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully report the following casualties which occurred on board

this vessel during the engagement this day with Fort Sumter and the Morris

island batteries. These injuries were all caused by a single shot, which struck

the top of the pilot-house and shattered the inner plating.

Killed.—Commander George W. Rodgers; Acting Assistant Paymaster
Josiah G. Woodbury.

Wounded.—Pilot Abner C. Penton, wound of scalp, slight; Acting Master's

Mate Peter Trescott, concussion, slight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL W. ABBOTT,

Lieutenant Commander C. C. Carpenter,
Commanding United States Iron-clad Catskill.

Assistant Surgeon.

United States Naval Battery,
August 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I fired to-day from this battery

one hundred and seventy shells and one hundred and twenty-five solid shot,

the greater portion of which struck the face of Sumter or its parapet.
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By making officers and men "cover" when shot or shell were passing over

the battery, I avoided, through the mercy of a kind Providence, all casualties.

The officers who were with me, Lieutenant Brower, Ensign Wallace, and Act-

ing Ensign Owen's, and the men, deserve great credit for their laborious exer-

tions of fifteen hours under a burning sun.

Very respectfully,

FOXHALL A. PARKER, Commander.
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

United States Steamer New Ironsides,

Off Morris Island, August 21, 18G3.

Sir : I enclose herewith the report of Mr. Bishop, carpenter of this ship,

showing the damage sustained by the fire of Forts Wagner and Gregg during

the action of the 17th instant.

I also enclose the report of Lieutenant Robeson, ordnance officer, of the

firing at Wagner, Gregg and Sumter, on the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. C. ROWAN,
Captain Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, Flag-Ship Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island.

United States Ship New Ironsides,

Off Morris Island, August 16, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report respecting the injuries

received by this ship in the action of to-day. I count, in all, thirty-one hits,

though I think we were struck several times below the water-line. The plating

received nineteen shots, eleven others struck the woodwork, and eight passed

through the smoke-stack. No material damage was done to the armor, though
in four places the iron was so much crushed in as to crack it. The backing,

except in one place where one width of the ceiling, just forward of No. 6 port

on the starboard side, is driven in about three-quarters of an inch, shows no
signs of having been started. The forward shutter of No. 3 port on the star-

board side was shot off and lost overboard, having been struck on its upper
edge near the pivot on which it swung. One shot came through the wood-
work on the starboard quarter into the cabin, and passed down into the ward-
room, tearing out a large piece of the clamps in one of the cabin staterooms,

ripping up the coaming of the wardroom hatch, and splintering the beam under-

neath. One of the wheel ropes, which ran through the beam, barely escaped
being cut away by this shot.

Another shot struck the deck, unprotected by sand bags, just abaft the

parterners of the mizzenmast, going through the planking and glancing off as

it met the iron underneath.

The iron, however, was crushed down to the depth of an inch and a half, and
partially broken.

The deck pump on the starboard quarter was carried away, and the shot

striking the sand bags, glanced forward and remained on deck, but the knee
supporting the beam underneath the place where the sand bags lay was split,

and one of the carlins broken.
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All these hits were made by 1 0-inch solid shot, which seemed to have been
fixed with exceedingly heavy charges, some of them at a distance of not more
than from nine hundred to one thousand yards.

Very respectfully,

T. H. BISHOP, Carpenter.

Captain S. C. Rowan,
Commanding U. S. Steamer New Ironsides.

REPORT OF ACTING MASTER MERTAM OF THE CAPTURE OF TWO REBEL STA-

TIONS NEAR JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA.

United States Steamer Norwich,
St. John's River, Florida, August 20, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that while proceeding up this river to Jack-
sonville in this steamer, on the 17th instant, I noticed two rebel stations from
which our approach was being signalled to Camp Finnigan. I carefully ex-

amined their position with a glass, and concluded they could be captured easily.

Last night I sent an armed boat expedition, consisting of the launch of this

ship and two cutters of the Hale, under the command of Acting Master Charles

F. Mitchell, my executive officer, to attempt the capture of the stations.

They succeeded in taking one post, surprising the picket, and completely sur-

rounding it before the rebels were aware of their approach. Owing to detentions

in securing the prisoners, signals, &c, and by a heavy rain squall, it was late

in the morning when they drew near the other station, and it was thought best

not to attempt its capture.

The following persons, being all at the post captured, were made prisoners;

1st Corporal and Chief of Post Charles R. Stone; Operator William B. Gerry;

Privates Thomas J. Wingate, William H. Turner, and Charles T. Martin.

The following arms, equipments, &c, were captured : Three Enfield rifles

with bayonets, belts, pouches, and boxes; sixteen rounds of ball cartridges for

each rifle; two signal torches ; two signal flags, (bunting;) two spy- glasses ; and
one saddle.

The junior officers connected with the expedition were Acting Ensigns

Jacob Van Buskirk and George Edwards, of the Hale, and Master's Mate
Henry Sinclair, of this ship. Acting Master Mitchell speaks very h ghly of

their conduct, and that of the sailors composing the force.

The men from both ships were volunteers ; and all but one of those from this

ship were men whose term of service have expired. The capture of this signal

station, which served their line within three miles of Jacksonville, will either

break up this end of the line, or it will detain here to protect it the troops, five

small companies (about two hundred men of infantry, two full companies of

cavalry, and one company of artillery,) that I learn are about being forwarded

to Richmond.
In closing, I would mention that Acting Master Charles F. Mitchell conducted

the expedition in a manner to be commended, returning his force with no casu-

alties, and not an article missing.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK B. MERIAM,
v
*

Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH FORT SUMTER.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, August 23, 1863.

Sir : This morning, bef re daylight, I moved the five monitors to about 800

yards of Sumter and opened fire upon it. A fog arose which prevented us from

seeing the work a part of the time; nevertheless much damage must have been

done to its southeast and northeast faces.

Sumter only replied with six shots, but Moultrie, with its extended lines of

earthworks, opened heavily, and struck the monitors frequently with heavy
shot. The Weehawken, in which was my flag, received two blows on the pilot-

house, which were more forcible than any I have seen, owing, probably, to the

diminished distance.

Notwithstanding the difficulties of manoeuvring during the night in a channel

edged with shoals, only one of the monitors got aground, but extricated herself.

About 6 o'clock, the men being much exhausted by the labor of two succes-

sive days and nights, I drew off in full daylight under the steady fire of Fort
Moultrie.

It is now blowing from the southeast, and when it subsides I propose passing

Sumter into the harbor, if the obstructions are not of such a nature as to pre-

vent it. The returns from all the vessels have not yet been received, so that

I am unable to render a fall statement in detail at this time.

The gorge of Sumter has been completely ruined by the severe fire of the

shore batteries, which has also reached the other faces of the work and must
have dismounted most of their barbette guns, besides seriously injuring the walls

themselves. In this the naval battery of four rifled cannon have participated

under Captain F. A. Parker.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Sauadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secrelary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—Fort Wagner is quite as strong as ever, perhaps more so. The
renches have, however, been pushed quite close to it, and an assault may again

take place before long. Battery Gregg is also unimpaired.

Notes of the engagement taken by Flag- Lieutenant Moreau Forrest.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, August 24, 1863.

Sir: I enclose herewith, for your information, notes taken by Flag-Lieuten-

ant Forrest, of the engagement on the morning of the 23d instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN.
Hear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Notes of the engagement with Fort Sumter on the night of the 22d of August,
1863.

11.05 p. m.—Admiral, accompanied by his staff, Flag-Lieutenant Forrest, En-
sign Adams, and the pilot, left flag-steamer Philadelphia, and at 11.30 hoisted

the flag on the Weehawken.
11.40.—Under way, and sent tug to other monitors to tell them to get under

way.
11.50.—Heading up the channel, accompanied by Montauk and Nahant.
1 2.—Shoved alongside Patapsco, and told him to proceed, whilst flag hailed

Ironsides to show a red light as soon as the firing commenced.
12 30.—At the lower buoy.
1.—Hailed Passaic, and shortly afterwards Patapsco, to tell them that flag

would take the extreme left.

1.15.—Anchored.
1.30—Flag weighed anchor and headed for the upper buoy.
2.—Saw the lights flashed by Ensign Porter at upper buoy and headed for

them.

2.30.—By the upper buoy. Ensign Porter came aboard.

2.45.—Anchored near Sumter, and sent Porter to tell the other monitors to

anchor on our right in a line extending towards Moultrie.

2.55.—All the monitors anchored. The Passaic on our right, the Patapsco
on our left, the Montauk on our extreme right, the Nahant just astern of flag,

flag being about 900 yards from Snmter.

3.03.—Flag fired first shot at Sumter, XI".
3.10.—Flag fired XV".
3.15.—Montauk opened.

3.20.—Passaic opened.

3.30.—Patapsco opened and the firing became general. The practice was
very good ; the heavy thugs distinctly heard as the shot struck the fort.

3.20.—Sumter fired first gun at flag, just after sending up rocket; passed over.

3.45.—Gregg opened on flag.

4.10.—Heavy fog came over from Moultrie completely enveloping the fort.

Flag fired in the direction, however, having taken its bearings under a star.

Hailed the Patapsco and Passaic, giving them the bearing, and told them to do

the same.

4 A 5.—Flag moved up, about 150 yards, towards Sumter.

4.20.—Fog having lifted, Moultrie opened with a very heavy fire on the

monitors.

4.30.—Flag struck by Moultrie, and quartermaster wounded.
5.—Another fog-bank came over accompanied by a breeze from the eastward

that swung the ships, and we had to suspend operations again.

5.20.—Resumed firing again and fired until 6.10, at which time there being

no signs of the fog lifting, and it being broad daylight, flag got under way and
moved down towards the lower buoy. In passing, hailed the monitors to follow

flag down in line.

6.30.—Made signal " withdraw from action."

6.40.—At lower buoy. Monitors taking their positions for coming down
under a heavy fire from Moultrie, Bee, and Beauregard, which batteries con-

tinued their fire until we had passed well down below the Ironsides. In looking

at the fort it appeared to be very severely battered on the sea-coast wall.

7.—Admiral and staff took a tug, and at 7.20 hoisted the flag on board the

Philadelphia.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c, &c,
MOREAU FORREST,

Flag-Lieutenant.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH FORTS SUMTER AND MOULTRIE.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, September 2, 1863.

Sir : The present condition of affairs here, so far as my information extends,

may be stated thus

:

The siege batteries of General Gillmore opened on Sumter on the 17th, and
continued in operation through the week. The distance of the batteries from

the object exceeded anything of the kind hitherto attempted in such operations.

By the expiration of the week the work was ruined. The gorge was com-
pletely cut down, and the guns on the other faces almost entirely disabled.

It was a new illustration of the engineering art, and will always be deemed a
great triumph for General Gillmore. Without regard to further results, I think

he has already handsomely earned his next step in rank.

Having thus rendered Sumter useless to the confederate system of defences

here, it still remains to turn the acquisition fully to account. A glance at the

map, and at the means at disposal, will show that the entire advantage cannot

yet be realized to ourselves, because we cannot occupy the fort.

The army is unable to do it unless possession of Fort Wagner is had ; nor

the navy, without forcing the defences by water in the shape of obstructions

protected by Fort Moultrie, and under its full range, even to Sumter.

General Gillmore is actively engaged on the one, and deems the naval aid

indispensable to success. I have agreed to render all that I have. This neces-

sarily compels me to forego an immediate move on the obstructions. I had
already begun, however, and some progress had been made.
On the night of the 1st of September, I moored the Ironsides and monitors

up the channel before midnight, just before the flood tide had ceased.

The first purpose was to make sure that Sumter had no guns to fire on
us. It was believed that they had remounted a few on the NE. and NW. faces.

At my request, General Gillmore had resumed fire yesterday; and in the even-

ing notified me that he knocked down some four or five pieces, that were per-

ceived on the more remote fronts.

The nearest approach was about 500 yards with the monitors, my flag being

in the Weehawken ; but so great was the force of the tide, that it was half-past

eleven o'clock before the first shot was fired by the Weehawken.
We lay right off the angle of the NE. and SE. fronts. Being much occupied

in the movements of the vessels, I did not perceive that Sumter fired; but Flag-

Lieutenant Preston saw distinctly two shots fired from a gun on the eastern

angle.

The firing was steadily maintained from all the monitors, which were well

handled.

The Ironsides was brought up to a good range, and joined in the action.

Meanwhile Moultrie opened a rapid and sustained fire from its extended line,

which told with effect; the obscurity of the night, however, interfered with their

accuracy of aim, at objects so small as the turrets.

Our fire was also directed at the floating obstructions that had been reported

from day to day.

I should have wished to remain after daylight, so as to have had a good view
of the scene of operations, but the flood tide set in before daylight, which would
have exposed the monitors unnecessarily, so I withdrew, leaving it to another
morning to prosecute the matter.

The vessels were engaged for five hours, and in that time fired two hundred
and forty-five shots, and received in all seventy-one hits; of these, the Ironsides

fired fifty, and received seven.

The enemy fired some shot of wedge shape, samples of which were picked up
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on the decks of the Lehigh—an absurd practice, originating in the brain of

some wild inventor. A round shot struck the base of the Weehawken's (flag)

turret, and drove in a fragment of iron, which struck Fleet-Captain Badger on
the leg and broke it short—so that I have lost three flag-captains in the short

space of two months, which has embarrassed me beyond measure in the transac-

tion of public business ; Captain Taylor went home sick, Captain Rodgers was
killed in action, and now Captain Badger is badly wounded.

I shall feel greatly the loss of Captain Badger's service at this time. He has

been with me for more than eight years, and his sterling qualities have rendered

him one of the very best ordnance officers in the navy. I hope his disability

may be short.

The commanders of the iron-clads—Captain S. C. Rowan, Commander Thos.
H. Stevens, Commander A. Bryson, Commander E. R. Colhoun, Lieutenant

Commander E. Simpson, Lieutenant Commander J. L. Davis, and Lieutenant

Commander J. J. Cornwell—handled their vessels with ability in the narrow
channel and the obscurity of the night.

I should have resumed operations with a view of forcing a passage, but

General Gillmore is now ready for another movement, and I propose to assist

him first.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Coimnanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EVACUATION OF FORT WAGNER AND BATTERY GREGG.

"Limited States Flag-Ship Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, S. C, September 7, 1863.

Sir : The enemy evacuated Fort Wagner and Battery Gregg during the

night. An assault was to have been made at nine (9) a. m. this morning, pre-

paratory to which a steady cannonade was maintained all of yesterday from
the trenches and the Ironsides. A deserter gave notice to General Gillmore of

the evacuation. I have demanded Sumter to surrender, being no longer defen-

sible, and am waiting an answer from Charleston. If in the negative I shall

move at once on it and the obstructions. A monitor has already taken position.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE FORTS IN CHARLESTON HARBOR.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, September 8, 1S63.

Sir : I have already informed you, by express despatch, that the enemy
evacuated the whole of Morris island yesterday morning, just previous to an
assault. I immediately designed to put in operation a plan to capture Fort
Sumter, and, as a preliminary, ordered the Weehawken to pass in by a narrow
cliannel, winding about Cummings's Point, so as to cut off all communication by
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that direction. In so doing the Weehawken grounded, and though at low
water, did not succeed in floating at the next high tide.

Late in the day, at the proper time, I went on board the Ironsides, and
moved up with the iron-clads to feel and r if possible, pass the obstructions north

of Sumter. Moultrie, and batteries Bee and Beauregard quickly opened on us,

and soon experienced a severe fire from our vessels, which was continued until

I deemed it best to give entire attention to the Weehawken. Steam tugs and
hawsers were provided amply, but at the high tide of this morning did not

succeed in floating her. About 7 a. m. the enemy perceived her condition and
began to fire from Moultrie, about two thousand yards distant. I ordered up
the iron-clads to cover the Weehawken, which, meanwhile, gallantly replied,

and, in less than an hour's firing, blew up one of the enemy's magazines, which
was recognized by a cheer from the men of our vessels near me. Some move-
ment in Sumter seemed to draw attention from the Weehawken, which, with a
few well-directed shells, settled that business.

Captain Colhoun has, in my opinion, more than compensated for the misfor-

tune of getting aground by the handsome manner in which he has retorted on
the adversary and defended the glorious flag that floats above him. At 11^
a. m. I telegraphed to him :

" Well done, Weehawken. Don't give up the

ship." We may lose the services of this vessel—I hope not—but the honor
of the flag will be maintained.

It is proper to say that the iron-clads have been navigated under the most
disadvantageous circumstances. They really have not had pilots. Mr. God-
frey has left us, and Mr. Haffords fell off the turret at night, being the only
real pilots in this squadron. The monitors have been aground several times in

action, and it is surprising that some of them have not been lost.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear Admiral, Com?uanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—6 p. m. I am happy to say that at high water the Weehawken was
gotten ofT. I commend Captain Colhoun, his officers, and crew to the notice of

the department. The crews of the other vessels cheered spontaneously as he
passed.

J. A. D.

Rejwrt of Commander i£. R. Colhoun, commanding the Weehawken.

United States Iron-clad Weehawken,
Off Fort Wagner, S. C, September 9, 1S63.

Sir: On the 7th instant, in obedience to your order, I proceeded with the
Weehawken to buoy out the channel inside the buoy off Fort Wagner, in the
direction of Cummings's Point. After passing the buoy off Wagner about 200
yards, I dropped a buoy in seventeen feet water, and again, 400 yards further
on, a second one in fifteen feet water, steering up nearly midway between
Cummings's Point and Sumter. I anchored at 8.30 a. m., about 300 yards from
the last buoy, it being then nearly low water. At 9.30 a. m. she swung to the
flood tide, and the channel being narrow, she touched bottom very lightly in

eleven feet water. When the tide had risen sufficiently to float her I got un-
der way, in obedience to your order, to "return to my anchorage near the New
Ironsides," but in consequence of the shoal water she steered very badly, taking
" a rank sheer" to port, she brought up on the bank in eleven feet water. In the
afternoon, at high water, I failed to get her off, as also on the following morning,
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though every effort was made by taking coal and shot out, with one tug to assist us.

At 8.30 a. m. Fort Moultrie opened on us, the lower part of the overhang on
the port side being then nearly out of water. As we lay upon the bank Fort

Moultrie was nearly on our port beam. She fired slowly and deliberately at

first to get the range, aiming under the overhang, then with rapidity, followed

by other batteries on Sullivan's island. This I had expected and was ready
for. I had been on deck from early in the morning, and had given orders to

let the men sleep after their hard work during the night. We opened in a few
minutes on Moultrie. The second shell from the XV-inch gun exploded a mag-
azine to the left of the flag-staff, and she was silent for some time. When the

Ironsides and monitors engaged the batteries they ceased firing at us. I then

sent the men to breakfast, and after they had finished, opened on Sumter.

When the Ironsides and monitors withdrew from action they let theWeehawken
alone.

I then made my preparations to get afloat at high water in the afternoon, and
succeeded, though under a heavy fire from Sullivan's island and Fort Simkins

on James island. I had three men wounded by a shot from battery Bee, strik-

ing on top of the turret, breaking the plating and railroad iron—one, John 0.

Grady, ordinary seaman, severely in the left thigh. I enclose herewith Assist-

ant Surgeon E. M. Stein's report. We were hit twenty-four times, doing no

very serious damage. One shot struck the lower part of the overhang, passed

under, made a hole about three inches in diameter, and fractured the iron from

the angles. The leak was soon stopped. We fired at Moultrie and battery

Bee 36 shell ; at Sumter 46—total 82.

The officers and men under my command deserve the highest praise for their

behavior. Such a measure of endurance, patriotism, and valor as 1 have seen

exhibited since I have been in command assures me they cannot be excelled

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWIN ft. COLHOUN, Commander.
Bear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Report of Assistant Surgeon Stein of casualties on the Weehawken.

United States Steamer Iron-clad Weehawken,
Off Charleston, S. C, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have to report to you that whilst this vessel was lying ashore off

Cummings's Point yesterday afternoon, a shot from battery Bee struck her on
the top of the turret, breaking off several pieces of railroad iron, which wounded
the following three men, who were standing inside the turret at the time

:

John O. Grady, ordinary seaman, fracture of left thigh and slight wound
near right arm ; Edward Christiansen, ordinary seaman, wounded slightly in

the left foot ; Bernard Cassidy, landsman, wounded slightly in the breast and
right leg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWIN M. STEIN,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Commander E. ft. Colhoun,
Commanding United States Steamer Weehawken.
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NAVAL ASSAULT ON FORT SUMTER.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris hland, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I regret to say that an attempt to assault Sumter last night was unsuc-

cessful. Our column was repulsed with loss.

I have just time to make this statement to go by the Massachusetts.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Ad?niral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Rear-Admiral JDahlgren.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, September 11, 1863.

Sir : The department is already informed that, on the night of the 6th, the

enemy evacuated Morris island, leaving it in our possession. This offered an
opportunity for assaulting Fort Sumter, which was well broken on the gorge

and southeast faces, and, if successful, would enable me to pass the obstructions

in the main channel.

I therefore directed a party of volunteers to be called for, which was done,

under the following officers, viz : Commander T. H. Stevens ; Lieutenant Moreau
Forrest, aid ; Lieutenant Commander E. P. Williams, commanding first division

;

Lieutenant G. C. Remey, commanding second division ; Lieutenant S. W. Pres-

ton, commanding third division ; Lieutenant F. J. Higginson, commanding fourth

division ; Ensign C. H. Craven, commanding fifth division ; Lieutenant Com-
mander F. M. Bunce, Lieutenant E. T. Brower, Ensign James Wallace, Ensign
B. H. Porter, and Ensign C. H. Craven. Also the following officers of the ma-
rine corps : Captain C. G. McCawley, First Lieutenant Charles H. Bradford,

First Lieutenant John C. Harris, Second Lieutenant It. L. Meade, Second Lieu-

tenant Lyman P. Wallace, and Second Lieutenant L. E. Fagan.

Commander Stevens was appointed to command the whole detachment. On
making a request to General Gillmore for some boats, I learned that he also

contemplated an assault the same night. It was late in the evening before all

the arrangements were made, particularly the concert with the detachment from
the army, which was chiefly due to the want of competent signal officers. It

was about 10 o'clock when the boats in tow of a tug started up the main chan-

nel, and had hardly approached Sumter when the sound of musketry announced
the attack. This did not last long, and was followed by shell, &c, from Moul-
trie. Before I could reach Sumter, the conflict had ceased. It was next
morning before I learned positively that our party had been repulsed with con-

siderable loss. Of 400 men, I learn by flag of truce that 130 are prisoners, by
our accounts, 104 men and 10 officers are prisoners, and three men are killed.

The names of the killed have not yet been ascertained, but will be forwarded to

the department as soon as reports are made of them. I herewith transmit such
reports as have been received of the action. Upon the receipt of additional

reports, I will forward them directly to the department.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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United States Iron-clad Patapsco,
Port Royal, September 21, 1S63.

Sir : I have to report that the boat expedition against Fort Sumpter left the

flag-steamer Philadelphia on the night of the 8th instant, about 10 o'clock, in

tow of the steam-tug Daffodil. On the way to Sumter we communicated with

the monitors Lehigh and Montauk, giving orders to their respective commanders
to more up for our support.

When within about eight hundred yards of the fort, the tug was ordered to stop

and the final instructions with regard to the operations of the night and the

watch-word was given.

Lieutenant Higginson was directed to move up to the northwest front of the

fort with his division, for the purpose of making a diversion, while the remainder

of the divisions were ordered to close up and wait for the order to advance upon
the southeast front.

Mv intention was to wait until we had the full benefit of the diversion Lieu-

tenant Higginson was directed to make in our favor, but mistaking his move-
ment, doubtless, as intended for a general one, and in that spirit of gallantry

and emulation which character'z 3S the servic3, many of the other boats dashed
on finding it too late to restrain them, the order was given to advance.

As soon as the boats were discovered, they were met with a fire of musketry,
hand-grenades, lighted shells, and grape and canister, and simultaneously, at a

signal from the fort, all the enemy's batteries surrounding us, with one of their

gunboats and rams, opened fire.

Several of the boats, and among them two of the Powhatan's, had by this

time effected a landing, but the evidences of preparation were so apparent, and
the impossibility of effecting a general landing or scaling the walls so certain,

that orders were given to withdraw.

All who landed were either killed or taken prisoners, and serious casualties

occurred in the boats near the fort.

Withdrawing from the vortex of the fire, I remained near the neighborhood

of Sumter for some time, to afford assistance if needed, and about 4 o'clock

returned to the flag-ship and reported to the admiral the result of the expedition.

For zealous co-operation and gallant support I have to thank all engaged in

the navy and marine corps, but particularly Lieutenant Commander Bunce of

the Patapsco, Lieutenant Moreau Forrest of the staff, who acted as my aid, and
Dr. Wheeler, all of whom were in the boat with me.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

T. H. STEVENS,
Commander, U. S. N.

Fleet-Captain G. F. Emmons.

Naval Battery,
Morris Island, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, on the evening of the 8th September,

in obedience to orders from Lieutenant G. C. Remey, commanding naval battalion,

I took charge of our boat and nineteen men, armed and equipped. Lieutenant

Remy commanded four boats, forming the second division, of which mine was

the right boat. About 10 p. m. the Daffodil took the boats in tow and stood up

for Charleston harbor. About midnight we cast off from the Daffodil, and di-

rectly after Captain Stevens hailed and ordered me to pull for Fort Sumter. I

did so ; and while pulling, Captain Stevens ordered me to follow the boat on my
starboard bow, telling me she was going behind the fort. I followed the boat

as directed, and passed the side of Fort Sumter, which faces Fort Moultrie.
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Discovering a steamer coming from behind the fort, the leading boat went close

in under the walls. We followed her, and pulled back toward the sea-face, ex-

amining the foot of the fort to see if any of our boats had landed. Upon coming
to the right basiion of the sea-face, I found the marines in boats firing at the

fort. I could find no officer to report to regarding the steamer, and no one could

tell me whether our men had landed, or where they were. Seeing a boat sink-

ing 1 pulled towards it, but found that all of its men had been taken out or

drowned. Upon returning to the fort to examine the sea-face and gorge wall,

I observed all the boats retreating, and upon pulling up to one of them, the offi-

cer in charge infoimed me that Captain Stevens had given the order to retreat.

I could not find out if any of our boats had landed, and seeing no boats between
me and the fort, I pulled back to the flag-ship, where I first learned that Lieu-

tenant Remey, with his boat's crew, had landed on Fort Sumter. The firing from
the fort commenced about five minutes after I had received orders to follow be-

hind the fort. The interval from the time the first gun was fired until the order

to retreat was given was about twenty minutes, the enemy using small arms and
hand grenades. Almost all the marine boats, and a great many boats with

sailors in them, replied to the enemy's fire with their muskets and revolvers.

When Fort Sumter opened on the boats, Forts Moultrie and Johnson also

opened. Lieutenant Remey with his boat's crew of ten men were left on the fort

when the retreat commenced, and were captured by the enemy. Our losses

from the naval battery were Lieutenant Remey and five men captured. I en-

close the reports of Acting Ensign Wm. Knapp and of Acting Master's Mate
Hollins, who were in the other boats of the second division.

Respectfully submitted.

JAMES WALLACE,
Ensign, Commanding Naval Battery.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Naval Battery, Morris Island, September 9, 1863.

Sir : At 10 p m. 8th instant I left the flag-ship in company with other naval

boats, in tow of United States steamer Daffodil, to take part in the assault on
Fort Sumter, under the immediate command of Lieutenant G. C. Remey, and
was ordered by him to take position on the extreme left of the second division

when we should be cast off from the tug. At midnight cast off from our tow,

and took my position as ordered, and remained until ordered forward by Lieu-

tenant Remy. I then pulled for Sumter until ordered to halt by the officer c»f

the first division, and again advanced by his order, grounding my boat near

the south angle of the fort as the sentry hailed us, and discharged his musket;
replied with a volley from our revolvers and were loading again, when the order

was passed for us to stop firing; and to withdraw when shoving clear discovered

several men in the water, picked them up, eight seamen and one marine from the

Powhattan ; the marine being badly wounded, thought it best to take him to the

nearest vessel for medical attendance, and arrived at the filag-ship at 3.15 a. m.
of 9th instant, and returned to camp of naval battery at 12 in.

Respectfullv, your obedient servant,

Acting Ensign WM. KNAPP, U. S. N.
Ensign James Wallace,

Commanding Naval Battery, Moriis Island, S. C.
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Naval Battery, Morris Island,

September 9, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 8th instant, in

obedience to orders from Lieutenant G. C. Remey, commanding this battalion,

I, with nineteen men, proceeded to report to Acting Master Hall, commanding
one of the Canandaigua's boats, to take part in the assault on Fort Sumter.

After casting loose from the tug Daffodil, Lieutenant Remey ordered us to take

position on his left, we did so and followed him, in grounding our boat at the

foot of the south bastion of the fort ; while preparing to land we discovered some
men swimming astern of us, and shoved off to try and pick them up ; we suc-

ceeded in saving two marines belonging to the Powhatan. While performing this

duty we discovered a steamer coming from behind the fort, and we again pulled

for Sumter, and grounding our boat, delivered a volley with our small arms
when the order was given to retreat ; we shoved off and pulled out under a heavy
fire from forts Moultrie and Johnson, the steamer firing grape and canister; we
succeded in reaching the flag-ship at 3.30 on the morning of the 9th.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. HOLLINS,
Acting Master's Mate.

Ensign Jas. Wallace,
Commanding Naval Battery, Morris Island.

United States Steam-Sloop Canandaigua,

Off Charleston, S. C, September 10, 1863.

Sir : I have respectfully to report that Master's Mate McCarty and ten of

the crew of this ship who were detailed for the attack on Sumter on the night of

the 8th instant are missing.

The names and rates of the men are as follows :

James Munroe, cockswain ; William Mack, Daniel C. Cash, and Francis
Garland, seamen ; William E. Heald, ordinary seaman

; Philip Hadnalt, Edward
Martin, Thomas S. Meade, and Jeremiah Conners, landsmen ; Aldric Eebore,
captain foretop.

Master's Mate McCarty, Daniel C. Cash, Francis Garland, Philip Hadnalt,
Thomas S. Meade and Aldric Febore are, I understand, prisoners in Sumter.
The remainder of the men are unaccounted for. The launch of which Mr.
McCarty had charge is also missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GREEN,
Captain and Senior Officer jwesetd.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, off Morris Island, S. C

.

United States Steamship New Ironsides,

Off Morris Island, September 9, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order I have to report that Ensign Benjamin H.
Porter was taken prisoner in the assault upon Fort Sumter last night, being the

only loss this ship sustained.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. C. ROWAN, Captain Commanding.
Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,

Co?n?nanding S. A. B. Squadron, Flag-Ship JPhiladeljj/iia.
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United States Steamship Powhatan,
Off Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor herewith to transmit a list of the casualties which
occurred in the crew of this ship on the expedition to Fort Sumter last night :

Killed.—John Seargent, gunner's mate ; James Emerick, landsman.

Wounded.—Corporal Hennis ; Private John Haviland ; Private Ball.

Missing.—Sailmaker Brayton ; Acting Master's Mate Hovey ; William Rit-

son, quartermaster; Francis Birmbaum, quarter-gunner ; James Wilstead, lands-

man ; William Simms, boatswain's mate ; Thomas Coyley, seaman ; Henry
Deflates, chief foretop ; Damon P. Schultz, cockswain ; John Green, seaman

;

James Cowan, seaman ; John R. Morris, ordinary seaman ; William Underhill,

ordinary seaman ; Patrick Halloran, landsman ; Earnest Bullheimer, seaman

;

William Warren, captain maintop ; Francis Josephs, seaman; William Hill, sea-

man ; John Nagle, landsman ; Daniel Quigley, ordinary seaman ; John McCros-
sin, landsman ; David Davis, ordinary seaman ; George Diemar, landsman

;

John Friedline, ordinary seaman ; James B. Mitchell, landsman.

Marines.—Cully, corporal ; Wliite, private ; Scanlan, private ; Allen, pri-

vate ; Foy, private ; McConigley, private ; Kelley, private ; Hall, private.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES STEEDMAN, Captain.
Rear Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

United States Steamship Housatonic,

Off Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Sir: Agreeably to your order, per telegraph, I herewith enclose a list of

officers and men missing from this ship who were volunteers in the expedition

against Fort Sumter last night.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. PICKERING, Captain.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

List of men in first launch.—Ensign C. H. Craven, commanding
;
Quarter-

master John Williams, Quarter-gunner William Brown, Cockswain William
Forrest, D. S. Milliken, C. H. Gardiner, T. H. Demgan, C. Hurd, C. E. Rich-
ards, James Jones, A. John, W. Caird, jr., W. S. Murphy, M. Daily, G. F.
Allen, Thomas H. Wright, William Foller, G. M. Fairshild.

List of men in third cutter.—Acting Master's Mate E. Butler, commanding;
Cockswain Frank Nelson, Solomon Peterson, A. Anderson, C. Findon, A. Gar-
land, G. Schenck, F. C. Gould, Benjamin R. Balch, John Bladder, H. Fornis-

ter, D. Linneham, G. W. Whittle, W. Purington, Richard Johnson, Vernon
Bennitt.

List of men infourth cutter.—Lieutenant E. T. Brower, commanding; Third
Assistant Engineer J. H. Harmory, Cockswain Thomas McCarty, Thomas D.
Crawford, John Dillingham, H. B. Southerd, F. A. James, Victor Bartlett, Mar-

18 N
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tin Bannar, (marine,) John Shupe, Timothy Daily, William Beeby, John Foley f

Thos. Simpson, Richard Tinker, John A. Hyde.
Respectfully submitted :

0. W. PICKERING, Captain.

List of officers and men, from the United States steamer Housatonic, in the

expedition against Fort Sumter, September 8, 1863
; missing, September 9 r

1863.

E. T. Brower, lieutenant ; J. H. Harmany, third assistant engineer ; Thos.

McCarthy, cockswain ; F. A. James, carpenter's mate ; V. A. Bartlett, sailmaker's

mate ; Wm. Beeby, officer's steward; R. L. Tinker, nurse ; M. Bannon, private,

marines; Thos. Simpson, seaman; J.A.Hyde, ordinary seaman; J. M. Dil-

lingham, ordinary seaman ; John Keefe, ordinary seaman ; Jos. Connaton,

ordinary seaman; T. D. Crawford, landsman; H. B. Southard, landsman;.

Timothy Daly, landsman ; John Foley, landsman.

JNO. S. WOOLSON.
Assistant paymaster.

United States Steamer Powhatan,
Off Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor herewith to transmit the names of the officers

and men sent from this ship on the expedition against Fort Sumpter yesterday :.

Lieutenant Higginson, Lieutenant Pope, marine corps ; Acting Master Hus-
tatce, Acting Master's Mate Hovey, Saihnaker Brayton, Jno. Saggeant, gun-

ner's mate ; Wm. Rietson, quartermaster ; Peter Darcey, quartermaster; Fran-

cis Birmaum, quartermaster ; Francis Mansfield, captain foretop ; James Wels-
lead, landsman ; Wm. Simms, boatswain's mate ; James Coyley, seaman ;

Robt. Renwick, cockswain ; Henry Defrates, captain foretop ; Damon Schultz,

cockswain ; Jno. R. Green, seaman ; John Williams, seaman ; Jas. Cohen, sea-

man ; James Buckley, landsman ; Wm. Underhill, ordinary seaman ; Earnest

Ballheimer, seaman ; James Bayley, landsman ; Jas. Gallagher, landsman

;

Francis Josephs, landsman; Thos. Crommey, seaman; John Nagle, landsman;
Yictorine Josephs, seaman; Jno. McCosson, landsman ; Jas. Lockeran, captain

hold ; George Dieman, landsman ; James B. Mitchell, landsman ; Jno. R.

Morris, ordinary seaman ; Henry Newman, landsman ; Patrick Halloran, lands-

man ; Thos. Haaley, cockswain ; Wm. Brown, quarter-gunner ; A. C. Iseminger,

ordinary seaman; Natil Gamboni, landsman; Benj. Brown, landsman; Jas.

O'Neill, landsman ; Edw. Thayer, landsman ; Jno. Winters, ordinary seaman
;

Benj. Daniels, landsman; Jno. Smith, landsman; Thos. Carroll, landsman;
Wm. Ferguson, landsman ; Geo. Lee, landsman ; Wm. L. K. Howe, landsman

;

James Emerick, landsman ; Chas. H. Davis, landsman ; Jno. Triel, landsman
;

Wm. Warren, captain maintop ; Wm. Hill, seaman ; Daniel Quigley, ordinary

seaman ; David Davis, ordinary seaman ; John Friedline, ordinary seaman

;

Jno. Wright, ordinary seaman ; Charles Winters. Marines : Corporal Hennis,

Corporal Culley, Private Allen, Private Ball, Private Duffy, Private Hall,

Private Haviland, Private McDonough, Private McConigly, Private O'Brien,

Private Stevenson, Private Shige, Private Scunlan, Private Foy, Private

Taylor, Private White, Private Cunnon, Private Coyle, Private Kelley, Private

Cosgriff.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. STEEDMAN, Captain.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding IS. A. B. Squadron.
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United States Steam Gunboat Wissahickon,

Off Morris Island, S. C, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following men as missing from this vessel since the

engagement of last night :

Ohas. Billiard, boatswain's mate ; Chas. B. Pyne, master-at-arms ; Frederick

Seedsman, quarter-gunner ; Ambrose H. Gaines, seaman ; John Pasque, ordinary

seaman ; William Hull, ordinary seaman ; Philip McDeirtt, ordinary seaman

;

Jno. S.White, landsman; Thos. Flynn, landsman; Wm. 0. Connor, landsman,

being tfye crew of the second cutter; Lieutenant Commander Williams, and

Acting Ensign E. G. Dayton, executive officer, are also missing.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WALTER C. ODIORNE,
Acting Ensign.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

United States Steamer Sloop Canandaigua,

Off Charleston, S. C, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have respectfully to report that all the officers and men furnished from
this ship yesterday, as a part of the force for assaulting Fort Sumter, returned

this morning.

Master's Mate C. S. McCarty, in charge of a launch and crew of thirteen men,
and also four other men belonging to this ship, have been employed on picket

duty on shore for several weeks past.

I understand Mr. McCarty, and Aldric Febore, one of four men assigned to

Ensign Porter for special duty, were taken prisoners last night. The other

three have returned to the ship. I have no knowledge of what has become of

the launch and crew which Mr. McCarty had charge of, but shall send an offi-

cer on shore to-morrow to ascertain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. GREEN,
Captain and Senior Officer present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Com?nanding S. A. B. Squadron.

U. S. Mortar Schooner Racer,

Off Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report. At 6.30 p. m., on the

8th, I received orders from the captain of the fleet to send two of my boats,

with eight men, in charge of an officer, to the flag-steamer Philadelphia, to re-

port to him for duty. At 7 p. m. I sent my first and second cutters, in charge

of Acting Master's Mate J. F. Kavanagh, in obedience to said orders. At
5.30 this morning both boats returned in safety without loss or injury. En-
closed please find Mr. Kavanagh's report.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALVIN PHINNEY,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron, off* Charleston, S. C.
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United States Mortar Schooner Racer,

Off Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report:

In obedience to your orders I, at 7 p. m. last evening, reported for duty with

first and second cutters, and eight men, to Lieutenant Preston, on board flag-

ship Philadelphia, who ordered me to remain in charge of first cutter, and at-

tached me to second division, under command of Lieutenant Remey, the second

cutter being given in charge of another officer. At 9.30 received orders from
Lieutenant Remey to go alongside of tug-boat and receive fourteen men from na-

val battery, making in all twenty men in boat. At 10.30 Ensign Wallace came
on board, and took charge of boat ; made fast to tow ; was towed up above Wag
ner buoy, where we cast off, and were ordered to proceed to Fort Sumter. Pulled

up to within twenty yards of fort, and laid on our oars for further orders. Received
orders to follow boat on our right to SE. side of fort, where we lay within a boat's

length of the shore, waiting for orders, the enemy firing at us from the fort

with muskets and hand grenades. About this time we observed a rebel steamer

coming down, and the boat on our right having kept away, leaving us alone,

the steamer coming close to us, we pulled round to SW. side, where the remain-

der of the boats were, with the intention of finding the commander of our di-

vision. Not being able to find him, we remained there some ten minutes, (the

fort firing musketry all the time.) The boats all having left, we dropped down
and spoke our second cutter, and learned orders had been given to retreat.

Took a wounded man out of another boat, and pulled down to the flag-ship.

Put wounded man, Ensign Wallace, and extra men, on board. Took our second

cutter in tow, and returned on board our vessel, having received no damage to

men or boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. KAVANAUGH,
Acting Master's Mate.

Acting Master Alvin Pbtnney,
Commanding United States Mortar Schooner Racer.

United States Steamer Lodona,
Charleston, September 9, 1863.

Sir :
a
I have the honor to report the following named men of this ship,

who participated in last night's attempt to storm Fort Sumter, as missing or

wounded, as well as the loss of our first cutter:

David Welch, captain hold, missing.

John Brown, cockswain, do.

James Blake, seaman, do.

Nathaniel ^Sedan, seaman, do.

James Lawton, do. do.

Henry H. Howe, do. do.

William Morrison, ordinary seaman, missing.

James Whalley, landsman, do.

Austin Littlefield, landsman, do.

Leonard McComber, seaman, wounded slightly—on board.

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c,
EDGAR BROADFIEAD,

Acting Lieutenant Commanding.
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,

Commanding IS. A. B. Squadron.
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Camp Marine Battalion,
Morris Island, September 9, 1863.

Sir : In accordance with your request, through Flag-Lieutenant Forrest, I

have the honor to submit my experience in the attempted storming of Sumter
by the naval forces last night.

We—the marines—arrived at the flag-ship, upon Light-House inlet, a short

time before dark, in the tug Daffodil, from which we were transferred to

launches. In these we lay some hours, and finally started towards Sumter,

towed by the same tug. The boat in which I was was the first of some ten or

twelve hanging to her port quarter. We steamed slowly up, the commanding
naval officer's boat communicating with every iron-clad as we advanced ; and,

for that purpose, halting the column.

Thus we continued until nearly abreast of Moultrie, when, most unaccounta-

bly to us, the tug stopped, put about (not having cast off any of us) and stood

directly down the harbor, zigzagging all the way as if her rudder gear"made
her unmanageable. The cry of " a strange boat" was* passed from the rear of

the column, and immediately, whether on that account or not we did not know,
she cast us off. The painter of the Housatonic's launch, which was attached

to our stern, got foul of the buoy before we had time to cast it off ; and the tide

setting in very strongly, made it very difficult to prevent capsizing both boats

until we could get the painter cut. We succeeded, however, and then waited

a few moments, supposing the tug would pick us up as soon as she had recon-

noitred this " strange boat." No one in our boat or the Housatonic's heard the

order " pull for Sumter," (which I have understood since was passed around.)

We were completely at a loss what to do. The tug did not come back. We
supposed, from the distance the tug had gone after putting about, we were some
ways down the harbor again ; and this belief seemed to derive confirmation

from the fact that some one discovered the flag-ship through the gloom, (we not

then being aware of her change of position.) We then felt certain that, for

some unaccountable reason, the whole expedition had returned, and that we
were cast off, to be dismissed as we came together.

I pulled to the Philadelphia to report for orders. You then sent for me to

come on board, when, to your evident surprise, I acquainted you with what had
occurred; and, after some conversation, you directed me to take to my boat and
you would be out at once with a compass. Scarcely had I got in my boat when
I saw two or three quick flashes of light, (musketry,) by which I found we
were but a few hundred yards off Sumter. Before I could say " cast off"

almost, the men were pulling lustily and in great spirits for the fort. We
closed in rapidly among the other boats and got into the thick of the fight,

when Moultrie and the other batteries opened. Every boat left us ; the call all

around was, "cease firing and draw off;" and, disgusted anew, we did so. After
we got out a little I reconnoitred our position, and found the stampede was in-

creasing and no boats on the ground. So, with the heavy, loaded down launch,

we slowly made our way back to the flag-ship, where many boats were, and
more were arriving.

Throughout I could see nothing but the utmost confusion, and am strongly

inclined to think, had we been properly managed, judging from the excellent zeal

and spirit which prevailed among the men, the fort might have been gained, and
been now in our possession. Providentially no casualties occurred in my boat.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,.

JOHN C. HARRIS,
Second Lieutenant U. S. M.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.
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Marine Battalion,
Morris Island, September 9, 1863.

Sir : As required by you, I make the following statement in relation to the

boat expedition of last night to Fort Sumter.

I was in charge of a detachment of six officers, six sergeants, eight corporals,

and eighty-six privates, and reported myself and command to Commander T.

H. Stevens. I received instructions from the flag-lieutenant, Mr. Preston, that

my command was to be detailed for several large launches, the names of which
were given to Ensign Craven. I placed my men in them as he desired, by sec-

tions, with officers in them as far as I could. I was instructed to keep my
command in the rear, and not to land until the sailors had done so ; to fire on

the enemy from our boats and cover the landing, and, as soon as they got in,

to cease firing, land ourselves, and use the bayonet.

When the boats started I had all of mine next the tug, and was myself in a

small four-oared boat on the quarter. The chief of the expedition was on the

other quarter. After much delay the boats were cast off and in great confu-

sion. The strong tide separated them, and I found it quite impossible to get all

my boats together, as ordered. Such as I could find I ordered to keep behind,

and pull in after the sailors, who were then advancing. We were soon discov-

ered, and the fire began from the loop-holes and parapet. This my men re-

turned briskly until a cry arose of " cease firing." Presuming that our sailors

had landed, I called to the boats to cease firing and land ; but, to my surprise,

saw them all immediately turn and pull away after the crowd of others which
were going out.

I called in vain to stop, and followed as fast as I could until I found that

the leading boat was that of Captain Stevens, which Mr. Craven hailed and
threatened to fire into, until informed whose it was. We asked what we were

to do, and were told to go to the Daffodil. At this time neither of us in my
boat believed that any one had landed at all. We returned on board the flag-

ship. One of the officers of my command informed me that the negro sailors

in his boat hid themselves in the boat and would not pull, and that he had to

use force with them.

As far as my observation went, the boats seemed to be moving off as if or-

dered to do so, when I overtook them. Those officers and men who landed

must have pulled in at once as soon as the tug cast off their boats, and so were

already in when our heavy launches came up.

I find two lieutenants, two sergeants, two corporals, and twenty-five privates

are missing, probably in the hands of the enemy, and one private wounded, on
board the Memphis. It was very dark near the fort, and there was great

confusion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. G. McCAWLEY,.
Cajitain United States Marines.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Camp Marine Battalion,
Morris Island, September 10, 1863.

Admiral : Accompanying is the statement of the absent from my command,
caused by the Storming of Sumter by a detachment from this battalion on the

night of the 8th instant.
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It is furnished from the adjutant's office, based upon reports from companies.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

edward Mcdonald Reynolds,
Captain Marines, Commanding Battalion.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
S. A. B. Squadron.

List of officers and, men missingfrom, marine battalion.

First Lieutenant 0. H. Bradford, assistant quartermaster. Company A:
Private Rogers, wounded on the Memphis. Company B : Second Lieutenant

R. L. Meade, Orderly Sergeant Chisholm, Corporal Piggot, Privates McKenna,
Mullen, Vanzant, Mclntyre, Hurshfield, Johnson, Keiffer, Himes, Gardner,

Long, Stansbury, Reynolds, Murphy, and Mallady. Company C : Sergeant

Mulhall, Corporal Black, Privates Haynes, Hurley, Preston, Gettings, McKinley,
McNeal, Bradshaw, Kassman, Walsh, JSiddell, and Martin.
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JNO. C. HARRIS,
Second Lieutenant and, Adjutant.

SERVICES OF THE NEW IRONSIDES AGAINST THE DEFENCES OF CHARLESTON.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Off Morris Island, September 15, 1863.

Sir : I enclose herewith the reports concerning the part taken by the Iron-

sides in some of the recent actions, and concur with Captain Rowan in the

estimate he takes of the services of the ship and ship's company, in which I

consider himself as most conspicuous.

The spar deck, not included in the armor, exhibits evidence of the severe fire

to which the vessel has been exposed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Captain S. C. Rowan.

United States Steamer New Ironsides,

Off Fort Wagner, Morris Island, S. C, September 10, 1863.

Sir : The Weeliawken being hard aground off the pass between Sumter and
Cummings's Point, the batteries from Fort Moultrie opened upon her. In obedi-

ence to orders, I moved this ship up (casting off the Memphis, which was at

the time supplying me with shell) and anchored off buoy No. 3, interposing my
ship, and completely covering the Weeliawken from the fire of the enemy. The
moment we anchored and commenced swinging head on to Fort Moultrie, the

enemy opened a concentrated fire upon us which was terrific. Fortunately,

however, we succeeded in getting her port broadside to bear by the time he had
gotten our range. We opened slowly at first to get range on Moultrie, when I

directed a very spirited and concentrated fire on that fort, which compelled it

to slacken. I soon discovered that we suffered severely from their other bat-

teries of 10-inch guns, between Moultrie and Beauregard, when I directed two
guns to be opened on each of them. One of the heaviest guns in their works
was dismounted, and the fire of the others sensibly slackened. I then directed

one gun to continue rapid fire on each of these forts, and directed the remaining

fire to open on Moultrie. The fire of all the forts slackened down to an occa-

sional gun. when I directed a slow fire to be kept up to economize shell. The
moment the enemy discovered this, he jumped from behind his sand bags and
opened rapidly. I renewed our rapid fire and silenced him again. Having but

30 shells left, I directed the anchor to be weighed, keeping up a well-directed

fire from such guns as were not rendered unavailable in working the cables and
anchors, and so withdrew from action (for want of ammunition) without further

molestation, after one of the severest artillery duels ever sustained by a ship

through a space of two hours and fifty-five minutes.

It affords me great pleasure to bear testimony to the fine bearing, zeal, and
gallantry of the divisional officers—Lieutenant H. B. Robeson, Acting Master

George W. Domett, Acting Master John M. Skillings, Acting Ensign Charles

W. Howard, and Ensign Benjamin H. Porter.

The captains of guns and their spirited crews have my warmest thanks for

the splendid manner in which they handled their guns. Paymaster Russell

has my thanks for great zeal and ability in command of the powder and shell

division. I particularly recommend to your notice, and that of the department,

the services of Lieutenant Commander Belknap, to whose zeal and ability as

executive officer I am so much indebted, for his untiring efforts to make the

ship efficient in every department, and for his fine judgment and bearing in

carying out my orders as commander of the gun deck during the fourteen times

this ship has been under the fire of the enemy's batteries.

The pilot, Mr. Benjamin Dorey, merits my thanks for the able manner in

which he has handled this ship, particularly in working her up to Moultrie in

the night without lights, bearings, or compass. * * * * *

I am happy to say I have but few casualties. The surgeon's report of them
is enclosed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. ROWAN,
Captain Commanding.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.
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Report of Surgeon M. Duvall of casualties on the New Ironsides.

United States Ship New Ironsides,

Off Fort Wagner, South Carolina, September 11, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to order, I have to report that, in the action recently with

the forts on Sullivan's island, Acting Master G. W. Domett was wounded in

the upper lip from a splinter overhead, which cut through the lip and struck

the gum. This was a slight wound which did not prevent Mr. Domett from

directing his guns, nor has it interfered with his duty since. George M. Knapp,
seaman, attached to gun No. 5, was wounded in the glans penis and prepuce

by a splinter of iron, which was either a fragment of a shot or of a shutter.

This fragment came in between the shutters nearly closed. This is a slight

wound, but it renders it necessary to keep the patient recumbent. William
Connell, ordinary seaman, contusion of knee, from a lever in working No. 6

gun. Mild case; will be restored in short time.

Very respectfully,

MARIUS DUVALL, Surgeon.

Captain S. 0. Rowan,
Commanding New Ironsides.

Report of Executive Officer H. B. Robeson of the firing of the New Ironsides.

United States Ship New Ironsides,

Off Morris Island, South Carolina, September 8, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the firing of this ship

during the recent engagements with the rebel defences of Charleston

:

o>
03

crt a

Name of vessel. Date. m

o
02

a s

Object. Remarks.

Yds.

New Ironsides Sept. 6, 1863 38 .... 1300 Fort Wagner . The report of Sept. 6
Sept. 7, 1863 152 24 1200 Fort Moultrie. includes firing from
Sept. 8, 1863 483 70 1200 ....do meridian to sundown.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. ROBESON,
Lieutenant and Ordnance Officer.

Captain S. C. Rowan,
Commanding New Ironsides.

DESTRUCTION OF SALT-WORKS NEAR DARIEN, GEORGIA.

United States Gunboat Seneca,
Doboy Sound, Georgia, September 24, 1863.

Sir: On the night of the 22d instant I sent an armed boat's crew up the

river, in charge of Acting Master G. W. Ewer. He destroyed the salt-works
(alluded to in my letter of the 19th instant) known as the Hudson Place Salt-

works, near Darien, Georgia, boilers, engine, vats, forge, &c, and brought off
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James H. Lockwood, superintendent, his two children, and Henry Myers, a

free negro. The other employes and two visitors (white men) fled at his

approach. The works are situated within two miles of the encampment of a

rebel company which pickets the first ridge of woodland back of the sea-island

marshes; and in the manner of their demolition Mr. Ewer displayed promp-
titude and all the discretion requisite. His report is herewith forwarded for

your fuller information.

In addition to the persons above mentioned, I have on board Freeman 0.

Keene, formerly a coasting captain, and his wife, and William Anderson, a free

mulatto. Captain Keene is desirous to offer his services to the government, and
refers to Acting Master Godfrey, who is at present, I believe, the pilot of the

New Ironsides.

On the night of the 19th I sent an armed boat's crew, in charge of Acting
Ensign George H. Wood, some thirty miles up the Altamaha river in unsuc-

cessful search of the cotton-loaded steamer mentioned in my letter of that date.

I understand she is one of two steamers, still in these waters, with which, some
months ago, the rebels contemplated attacking the gunboat in the sound, after

the fashion in which they attacked the Harriet Lane.

I inadvertently omitted to mention in my report previous to this, that on the

night on which I led a boat expedition to the town of Darien we passed a

burning schooner, high and dry on the marsh in the Darien river. The smoke
had been seen shortly before the boats started. She had evidently run ashore

the night before, in the midst of a violent gale, which, par jJarenthese, had all

the characteristics of a cyclone, and a bird of the tern species, peculiar to the

West Indies, flew on board this vessel. The schooner had a centre-board; her

upper works seemed new ; her masts had been cut away; her sails had been

carried off, but not the rigging. I have information of a schooner which run

into the South Newport river, about twelve days ago, with salt and liquors. I

suppose this to be the same vessel, and that she was bound to Darien to take in

cotton. I think so because her crew had no means of boating a cargo on one

stormy day to any distance, and I have searched the vicinity thoroughly.

The statements of the refugees on board are interesting, and, I think, cre-

ible in the main. The rebel government takes a tithe of all agricultural produce,

of live stock on hand, and of manufactures, in addition to the heavy taxes

otherwise on real and personal estate. As regards the latter, one hundred dol-

lars in gold is taxed at the rate of one thousand dollars in confederate money;
one hundred dollars in silver as seven hundred and fifty dollars. They speak

of smouldering disaffection to the insurgent powers, weariness of the war, and
longings for the "old Union" as being very general throughout the State of

Georgia, wherever opinion is whispered or dare be outspoken.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM GIBSON,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

Report of Acting Master G. W. Ewer.

United States Gunboat Seneca,
Doboy Sound, Ga., September 23, 1863.

Sir : On the night of the 22d instant, in obedience to your order, I proceeded

up the river, with an armed boat's crew, for the purpose of destroying the salt-

works known as the "Hudson Place Salt-works," situated near Darien, Georgia.
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I have to report the demolition of the works, and that, for all purposes of salt

manufacture, they are now completely useless, the principal boilers being stove

in, engine blown up, vats, &c, cut down.
The Hudson Place Salt-works, consisting of twenty-one boilers, steam-engines,

vats, forge, &c, was in full operation, and turning out from ten to fifteen bushels

per day. The employes, with the exception of James H. Lockwood, superin-

tendent, and Henry Meyers, free negro, whom I brought off with me to the

Seneca, took to their heels at my approach. I also brought off Mary L. and
Arthur W., children of James H. Lockwood.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. EWER,
Acting Master.

Lieut. Commander William Gibson, Esq.

ATTEMPT TO BLOW UP THE NEW IRONSIDES.

Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,
October 7, 1863.

Sir : Another attempt to blow up the Ironsides has been frustrated. About
ten o'clock on the night of October 5 some explosions, as if of small-arms,

were heard in the direction of the Ironsides. The duration was quite brief, and
then all was still. As soon as I could reach the frigate I learned that a torpedo

had been exploded near the Ironsides, and that Acting Ensign Howard had
been mortally wounded by a shot from the torpedo vessel.

In the morning it appeared that a man had been picked up who admitted

that he had been in the torpedo. His account was that the vessel was shaped
like a cigar ; had a maximum diameter of more than six feet ; length he could

not be sure of, but it was said to be about fifty feet. There were four persons

in it. The torpedo contained sixty pounds of powder, was secured on a bar ten

feet long projecting from the bow, and immersed perhaps six feet.

The vessel left Charleston about dark on the evening of the -5th instant,

passed down outside of us, and then, returning, made for the Ironsides, and
struck her fairly amidships. It was not quite ten o'clock, and many officers

were still on deck. The torpedo was seen approaching and hailed, when some
shots were fired from her, one of which wounded the officer of the deck mortally.

Immediately the explosion followed, and the effect of the apparatus may be
considered as complete, yet no impression is visible on the armor or exterior

planking. The prisoner says that, fearing the explosion, he jumped overboard
just as the torpedo was hailed.

After I had heard this prisoner, I learned that another had been taken, whom,
however, I did not see, as the story of the first sufficiently explained the move-
ments of the torpedo. About noon I learned from papers found on the last

prisoner that he had been the commander of the torpedo, and was a lieutenant

in the confederate navy. These papers (four in number) I transmit herewith,

from which it seems that the vessel was called the David
;
probably to point to

the presumed success against the Ironsides, which was to enact the Goliah.

The project, it appears, had also been regularly concocted, as one document is

dated September 6.

The report of Captain Rowan, the commander of the Ironsides, has not been
received at this date.

The outside of the hull near the locality of the explosion was examined by
the divers, and it is reported to me verbally that no impression of any conse-
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quence is to be seen, except, perhaps, the removal of some copper, which, by
the way; has occurred in other places from other causes, and so leaves an opening

to the worms.
I have the honor to be, &c,

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding S. A. B. Sauadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rebel official documents.

Wilmington, September 6, 1863.

Sir : Sixty men, with three officers, viz : Dr. Griggs, Midshipman Clayton,

and Midshipman Hogue, are placed under your command. You will proceed

to Charleston with them without any delay, and report yourself and command
to Flag-Officer John R. Tucker for duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. MUSE,
Commanding the North Carolina.

Lieut. W. T. Glassell, Wilmington, N. C.

September 8, 1863.

Reported, with fifty-four men.
J. R. TUCKER,

Flag- Officer of Fleet

Special Orders, No. 186.

Headquarters Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida,
Charleston, S. C, Septe?nber 18, 1863.

VII. Lieutenant Glassell, C. S. N., having volunteered for the duty, will

report to Brigadier General Ripley for special service against the fleet of the

United States off this harbor. He will be assisted by Captain Theodore Stoney,

as first officer, J. H. Toombs, engineer, and Charles Scemps and Joseph Abies,

as assistants. "
-

By command of General Beauregard.

Lieut. Glassell, C. S. N.
Assistant Adjutant General.

Flag-Ship Charleston,
Charleston, September 22, 1863.

Sir : You will assume command of the torpedo steamer David, and, when
ready, will proceed to operate against the enemy's fleet off Charleston harbor,

with the view of destroying as many of the enemy's vessels as possible, reporting

the result to me.

Very respectfully, &c,
JOHN R. TUCKER,

Flag- Officer, Commanding C S. Naval Forces, Charleston Harbor.
Lieut. Comd'g W. T. Glassell, C. N.,

Commanding Steamer David, Charleston. S. C.
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Flag-Ship Charleston,
Charleston, September 18, 1863.

Sir : By a recent letter received from the department I find that the detach-

ment of officers and men under your command were intended to form a part of

the boat party under Lieutenant Commanding Rochelle.

You will be pleased to report the officers and men who are not otherwise

provided for to Lieutenant Commanding Rochelle for duty, with the exception

of yourself, you being regarded as on special service for the present.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

j. r: tucker,
Flag- Officer, Commanding Fleet.

Lieut. W. T. Glassell, Charleston, S. C.

Report of Captain S. C. Rowan.

United States Steamer New Ironsides,

Offi.Morris Island, South Carolina, October 6, 1863.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report the circumstances attending the explosion of

a torpedo against the side of the ship last night at a quarter past nine o'clock.

About a minute before the explosion a small object was seen by the sentinels

and hailed by them as a boat, and also by Mr. Howard, officer of the deck, from

the gangway. Receiving no answer, he gave the order "fire into her;" the sen-

tinels delivered their fire, and immediately the ship received a very severe blow
from the explosion, throwing a column of water upon the spar deck and into the

engine-room. The object fired at proved to be (as I subsequently learned from

one of the prisoners) a torpedo steamer, shaped like a cigar, fifty feet long by five

feet in diameter, and of great speed, and so submerged that the only portion of

her visible was the coamings of her hatch, which were only two feet above the

water's edge, and about ten feet in length.

The torpedo boat was commanded by Lieutenant Commanding Glassell, formerly

a lieutenant in our navy, and now our prisoner. He states that the explosion

threw a column of water over the little craft which put out the fires and left it

without motive power, and it drifted past the ship.

Nothing could be seen from the gun deck, and to fire at random would en-

danger the fleet of transport and other vessels near us. The marine guard and
musketeers on the spar deck saw a small object at which a very severe fire was
kept up until it drifted out of sight, when two of the monitors, the Weehawken
and Catskill, passed under our stern and were close to it, when it suddenly
disappeared; two of our cutters were despatched in search of it, but returned

without success.

I hope our fire destroyed the torpedo steamer, and infer the fact from the

statement of Lieutenant Commanding Glassell, who acknowledges that he and
Engineer Toombs, and pilot, who constituted the crew at the time of the explo-

sion, were compelled to abandon the vessel, and, being provided with life-pre-

servers, swam for their lives. Glassell hailed one of our coal schooners as he
drifted past, and was rescued from a grave he designed for the crew of this ship.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Rear-Admiral Jno. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding S. A. B. Squadron.

S. C. ROWAN,
Captain , Commanding .
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EASTERN GULF SQUADRON.

Report of Acting Master J. A. Pennell of the destruction of salt-works neat

St. Joseph.

m
United States Bark Ethan Allen,

St. Joseph's Bay, January 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the destruction #f a very large salt

manufactory, about three miles south of the old tower of St. Joseph's, and three-

fourths of a mile inland from the beach. On the morning of the 9th, at 3

o'clock a. m., I got under way, stood up the bay and anchored just at daylight

abreast of where I supposed the salt-works to be. Sent three boats, in charge

of A. Weston, acting master and executive officer, Samuel McCormick, acting

ensign, and John Wilcox, acting master's mate, with forty men. They landed
;

found the works as I had been previously informed. The workmen must have
left on the approach of the boats, as my officers informed me that their break-

fasts were cooking over the fire, and the salt-works' in full operation.

The works were capable of making seventy-five bushels of salt per day.

This is the fourth salt manufactory I have destroyed since I have been on

this station.

'I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. PENNELL,
Acting Master, Commanding

.

Acting Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey,
Com??ianding E. G. B. Squadron.

EXPEDITIONS TO SMYRNA, FLORIDA, AND UP INDIAN RIVER.

United States Flag-Ship St. Lawrence,
Key West, March 10, 1863.

Sir : I enclose an interesting report of an expedition made by the boats of

the Sagamore to the town of Smyrna for the purpose of capturing or destroying

a vessel loaded with cotton, in which a brisk engagement of twenty minutes'

duration occurred, resulting in the destruction of the vessel, and, unfortunately,

also in a loss on our side of one killed and five wounded. The officers and

men of the expedition appear to have behaved with great spirit and judgment

;

and, in my opinion, the promotion of Acting Master's Mate Jefferson A. Slamm,

who commanded the party, to the grade of acting ensign would be not only a

proper acknowledgment of his conduct on the occasion, and a step warranted

by his general deportment and ability, but would also incite others to emulate

his example.

I enclose also a report from Volunteer Acting Master's Mate Henry A. Crane,

of the Sagamore, whose history and services merit the attention of the depart-

ment. He came off. to one of our vessels from Indian river some time in De-

cember last, and offered his own services, togethe* with those of seven other

residents, in behalf of the government, promising to furnish their own arms and

boats. By my directions they were received as supernumeraries on the books
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of the Sagamore in order to confer a legality upon their hostile proceedings

against the rebels—Mr. Crane being rated as volunteer acting master's mate,

one of the others as first-class fireman, and the other six as landsmen. Their

subsequent operations, in concert with the boats of the Sagamore and Gem of

the Sea, have been of efficient service in clearing out the rebels from Indian

river, and in breaking up their connexion with the lawless traders of Nassau

;

and it is scarcely too much to say that, without the local knowledge and personal

acquaintance possessed by these men, it would have been nearly impossible to

effect this very desirable object. This last achievement of theirs, wholly un-

assisted as they were, against nearly double their own number, and showing
such determined bravery and endurance, is of a brilliancy to merit special recog-

nition from the government. The results of their expedition, consisting of a

sloop and a boat, together with thirty-five bales of sea-island cotton, arrived

here this morning in the Sagamore.

Respectfully,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coinmanding E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Co?nmander Earl English.

United States Gunboat Sagamore,

Off Indian River Inlet, Florida, March 4, 1863.

Sir : Whilst blockading at Indian river I received perfectly reliable infor-

mation that a schooner Avas in Mosquito inlet, Florida, loading with cotton.

Having understood that there was no blockading vessel stationed off there, I

proceeded to that place, leaving the United States bark Gem of the Sea at this,

arriving there on the 28th day of February. The schooner could be seen inside.

Not wishing to expose my crew, when I was under the impression they had a

gun planted in such a position as to rake any boats that might attempt to pass

up the narrow river, I therefore threw a few shells over in hopes I might force

them to fire her. Failing to accomplish this, on the morning of the 2d instant

I started an expedition in to cut her out, or burn her, under charge of Acting
Master's Mate J. A. Slamm. Enclosed I send a copy of Acting Master's Mate
Slamm's report of the result of the expedition, also the medical officer's report.

I regret to report the death of Hugh Maguire, seaman, and other casualties.

The result of the expedition, and the manner in which it was conducted,

under so young an officer, deserves commendation.
I had every reason to believe they would have met with firm resistance from

the time of entering the river until getting out.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EARL ENGLISH,

Acting Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey,
Com?nanding E. G. Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding.

Report of Acting Master's Mate J. A. Slamm.

United States Gunboat Sagamore,

Off Mosquito Inlet, Fla., March 2, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order, dated March 1, directing me to proceed
with a boat expedition for the purpose of cutting out or burning a schooner sup-
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posed to be laden with cotton, near the town of Smyrna, I left the ship at 5

o'clock a. m. with the following boats and volunteers, viz: Ship's launch, with
myself, assisted by Third Assistant Engineer F. G. Coggin, and a crew of thir-

teen men; 1st cutter in charge of Acting Master's Mate Franklin E. Ford, with
seven men; 2d cutter in charge of Acting Master's Mate Charles R. Fleming,
with eleven men; gig in charge of Acting Master's Mate George B. Sidell, with
five men.
The boats proceeded up the river and sighted the schooner without meeting

any resistance, when I suddenly discovered that she had been fired by a party
that was seen to run on board. The cutters were then ordered to board and
bring her out if possible, while I shelled the banks and bushes. In boarding
they were fired upon by what appeared to be a party of some twenty-five or

thirty men concealed in the bushes behind an embankment close to her. Find-
ing it impossible to extinguish the fire—the vessel hard and fast on the bottom,

the tide still falling, and the object of the expedition being accomplished—

I

deemed it folly to expose my men longer, and so ordered a return to the ship. I

regret to state, while in the act of boarding, Hugh Maguire, seaman, was shot

dead, and the majority of the 1st cutter were wounded. Acting Master's Mate
Franklin E. Ford, of the 1st cutter, although wounded himself, shot one of the

enemy dead while in the act of firing on the boarding party, and his coolness

during the whole affair deserves especial praise. The engagement lasted about

twenty minutes. From appearances, the enemy must have suffered badly with

the continual discharges of canister at short range. On our return the boats

were fired upon for about half a mile by scattered parties concealed along the

banks, which was well replied to.

The officers and men conducted themselves and performed their duties with

entire satisfaction, and proved themselves to be composed of the right material.

The schooner was about one hundred and fifty tons burden, laden with

cotton, and apparently ready to sail; only waiting, I should judge, for the

spring tides to cross the bar.

There appeared to be quite a considerable amount of cotton in a storehouse

a short distance from where the schooner was moored; not deeming it safe to

land my small party, I could not destroy it.

I expended in ammunition the following, viz : Eight canister, four shrapnell,

two shells, and six rounds for the rifles.

In conclusion, I regret to submit the following list of casualties, viz : Killed

—Hugh Maguire, seaman. Wounded—Acting Master's Mate Franklin E. Ford;

Levi K. Green, captain of forecastle; Roswell C. Lewis, seaman; John McCann,
ordinary seaman; Neil McDonald, seaman.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JEFF. A. SLAMM,
Acting Master's Mate.

Lieut. Comd'r Earl English,
Commanding United States Gunboat Sagamore.

Assistant Surgeon W. K. Sckoji.eld's report of casualties.

United States Gunboat Sagamore,

Off Mosquito Inlet, Florida, March 2, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties resulting from the engagement

of the boats with the enemy to-day

:

Killed, one : Hugh Maguire, seaman, gunshot wound of chest.

Severely wounded, three: Roswell C. Lewis, seaman, rifle ball through chest
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and left lung; Neil McDonald, seaman, hand; John McOann, ordinary seaman,

arm.

Slightly wounded, three: Franklin E. Ford, acting master's mate, gunshot

wound of hip; Levi K. Green, captain of forecastle, shoulder; Timothy Sulli-

van, coalheaver, leg.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WALTER K. SCHOFIELD,
Assistant Surgeon.

Earl English,
Lieutenant Commander.

Report of Acting Master's Mate Henry A. Crane, of an expedition up Indian

river.

Off Indian River, Florida,
March 4, 1863.

Sir: Since my last from Jupiter inlet, dated February 8, I beg leave to re-

port that on the 12th ultimo I succeeded in finding a lot of articles pertaining

to the light-house at that j)lace, together with 5S sacks of salt, chest of tools,

sails, &c, &c.
In obedience to your instructions, dated January 4, I proceeded up the river

on the 20th February. I deemed it prudent to move at night, exclusively, to

prevent observation and alarm.

On the morning of the 22d laid by in the narrows of Indian river, and ex-

plored a lagoon eastward, discovering several places where cotton had been
stowed, and at the eastern end, also a perfect ship-yard, with a trail leading to

the beach. From this point we had a full view of the blockading bark, your
steamer, &c, &c. ; could easily see boats leaving either vessel; this point has

been used as one of observation.

On the morning of the 23d reached a cove some five miles above the mouth
of St. Sebastian river, on the eastern side, and about 2 o'clock p. m. discov-

ered a schooner bearing down and apparently filled with men. From their

numbers and general careless manner upon the deck, I at once arrived at the

conclusion that they were rebels, designing to act on the offensive.

Allowing them to run well down, stripping the disguise from my boat, de-

termined to attack them, whatever their numbers, at my own time and place.

Running under foresail, keeping the eastern side, and at sunset reached the

narrows, where I knew they must bring up, and lowering all sail, having quite

a current in our favor. The moon was high and shone very clear. Keeping
out of view as much as possible until she set was important, as the darkness
would favor our disparity of numbers. At or near midnight the masts of the

schooner were visible, and could easily hear the crew hauling her over the

oyster bars. At this juncture I placed a man in our stern with instructions to

push us for her with all his force. In a few minutes we were alongside, mounted
her deck and demanded a surrender, which was instantly complied with, se-

curing their arms, correspondence, &c. I found twelve men on board of the

vessel, she been entirely empty, and proved to be the Charm, Captain Titus,

from Nassau, N. P. Ordering the sails hoisted, we found on our bow a vessel

some distance from us. I determined to run her down at all hazards, and came
near doing so, when we were informed it was a sloop loaded with cotton, and
no one on board. Placing two men on her, reducing my party to five, ran down
for the inlet, distant some eighteen miles, reaching there on the morning of the

27th, being seventy-two hours on our feet, and with very little refreshment.

19 N
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On the morning of the 28th, finding our steamer gone, and quite exhausted,

hailed the bark Gem of the Sea, and asked assistance. At the request of

Captain Baxter I reported to him and turned over the provisions, schooner,

and cotton sloop to him, who quite urgently advised my remaining until the

arrival of our steamer. Our condition made rest desirable.

To the inflexible firmness of my party am I indebted for the successful re-

sult, all of which is respectfully submitted.

I am your obedient servant,

HENRY A. CRANE,
Volunteer Acting Master's Mate.

Lieut. Com'drEARL English,
Commanding United States Gunboat Sagamore.

BOAT EXPEDITION TO BAYPORT, FLORIDA, UNDER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
McCAULEY.

Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey's report.

United States Flag-Ship St. Lawrence,
Key West, April 21, 1863.

Sir: Under date of March 24 1 directed Lieutenant Commander English

to proceed in the gunboat Sagamore, accompanied by the two armed launches

of this vessel to Cedar keys, there to arrange the details of a boat expedition,

under the immediate command of Lieutenant Commander McCauley, for the

purpose of scouring the coast between the Suwannee river and the Anclote

keys, where it was believed many small crafts were engaged in evading and
violating the blockade.

A launch and cutter from the Sagamore, and others from the Fort Henry,
together with an ambulance boat, were added to the force; and the whole pro-

ceeded direct to Bayport, while the Sagamore remained in the offing to prevent

the escape of the rebel vessels.

The weather throughout was most unfavorable, and many unforeseen obsta-

cles presented themselves at every step; but yet the main object of the expe-

dition was handsomely accomplished. The sloop Helen, of Crystal river,

loaded with corn, was burnt ; and then the boats made a movement towards a

large schooner at anchor inside loaded with cotton, (said to contain 300 bales,)

but were arrested by the fire of a two-gun battery on shore and of a goodly
number of riflemen concealed in the woods. A brisk engagement of half an
hour ensued, and the rebels were driven from their guns and rifle-pits with

some loss, certainly one killed and three wounded, and probably more, although

our launches and their guns were partially disabled by their own rapid firing

and consequent violence of the recoil. Fortunately the enemy's aim was so

wild that their shot went mostly over the heads of our party, and but one man
was hurt on our side, and he not seriously.

This little action seems to have been conducted with coolness and judgment,

and to have been fought with spirit and bravery.

Meantime the rebels had set fire to the schooner, and the engagement was
continued on our side, by shelling the woods, until all possibility of extinguish-,

ing the flames had disappeared, when, as our object had been accomplished, as

several of our guns had been disabled, and as the pilot gave warning that the

tide would soon leave the boats high and dry, they retired beyond the range of

the battery, and waited until the masts of the schooner fell, and until the vessel

herself had entirely disappeared.
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The expedition then proceeded to the Chassahowitzka river, thence to Crys-

tal river, the Homosassa, the Withlacoochee, and the Wakassa ; but they were
so delayed by head winds and currents, and by the sluggishness of one of the

launches, that they necessarily made but slow progress, only seventy-five miles

in five days, and consequently the news of their coming preceded them, and
of course nothing was found along the coast within their reach. The same causes

prevented their effecting a surprise on extending their operations to the Suwan-
nee river.

Lieutenant Commander McCauley speaks in the highest terms of the conduct
of his men, their alacrity, spirit and coolness, both while under fire from the

enemy, and while laboring along the coast, day and night, under every disad-

vantage of wind, tide, and weather.

I enclose the report of the medical officer of the expedition, and also a sketch

of the affair at Bayport.

It should have been mentioned that on the appearance of our forces at Bay-
port several launches were moved inside the bayou, where they could not be
reached without undue exposure of the men, and where no adequate results

could be gained.

Respectfully,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Assistant Surgeon W. K. Scliojield's report of casualties.

United States Gunboat Sagamore,
Cedar Keys, Florida, April 6, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualty, resulting from the engagement
of the boats with the enemy at Bayport, Florida, April 4, 1863 :

John Baptiste, seaman, slightly injured, gun-shot wound of shoulder.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WALTER K. SCHOFIELD,
Assistant Surgeon, United States Navy.

Earl English,
Lieutenant Co?nmander.

UNFORTUNATE BOAT RECONNOISSANCE AT ST. ANDREW'S BAY, FLORIDA

United States Flag-Ship St. Lawrence,
Key West, April 21, 1863.

Sir: I enclose herewith the report of Acting Master John Sherrill, command-
ing bark Roebuck, of an unfortunate affair, in which Acting Master James Fol-
ger, and the launch's crew of eleven men, were engaged, and which resulted in

the death of two of the men, and the wounding of six.

It seems that Captain Sherrill, having heard that a vessel was loading with
cotton up St. Andrew's bay, sent up his launch and crew to reconnoitre. For
some reason, of which I am not advised, Mr. Folger, in charge of the party,
made a landing. The boat's crew were fired upon by a large guerrilla force
with fatal effect, and barely escaped with their lives, Mr. Folger himself payin g
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dearly for his incautiousness, as the report shows. I think the landing was il

advised.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rcjwrt of Acting Master John Sherrill, of the Roebuck.

United States Bark Roebuck,
St. Andrew's Bay, March 20, 1863.

Sir : I have to inform the department that this morning- 1 sent the launch of

this vessel with an armed crew of eleven men, in charge of Acting Master James
Folger, up the bay on a reconnoissance. The boat returned at 2 o'clock p. m.,

the crew having been attacked by a guerilla party of over fifty (50) men, and
met with the following severe loss :

Killed,.—Thomas King, seaman ; Ralph B. Snow, ordinary seaman.

Wounded.—Acting Master James Folger, severely ; Robert Wilkes, captain

of forecastle, mortally ; Andrew K. Snyder, landsman, mortally ; Neil O'Don-
nell, landsman, mortally ; Charles Sweet, seaman, slightly ; George H. French,

ordinary seaman, slightly.

The body of Ralph B. Snow was not brought off. Thomas Wylie, ordinary

seaman, and James Kitchen, landsman, deserve much credit for bringing the

boat off safely when nearly all the rest of the crew were killed or wounded.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN SHERRILL,
Acting Master U. S. Navy, Com'dg U. S. Bark Roebuck.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Acting Assistant Surgeon M. G. Raeftey's re-port of casualties.

United States Bark Roebuck,
St. Andrew's Bay, Florida, March 21, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties of the attack by guerillas upon
our boat's crew at St. Andrew's town Florida :

Killed.—Thomas King, seaman, shot through the head. Ralph B. Snow,
ordinary seaman, reported shot through the head ; his body was not recovered.

Wounded mortally.—Robert Wilkes, captain of forecastle, wounded in seven

places with three balls and four buckshots ; one of the balls entered the umbili-

cal region ; another ball entered the right forearm, and grazing the elbow joint,

broke the humerus in its lower third ; the other wounds are flesh-wounds.

Neal O'Donnell, landsman, received two balls in the upper half of his right

humerus, fracturing it badly ; a buckshot in right shoulder ,- another buckshot

through the auricle of right ear, lodging in the cheek ; and still another in the

right thigh. Andrew K. Snyder, landsman, wounded in the head with buck-

shot, penetrating the skull, and a ball in right forearm, shattering the ulna.

Wounded severely.—James Folger, acting master and executive officer, struck
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on the right knee apparently by a rifle hall, which, after grazing the upper ex-

tremity of the pibula, was lost in the soft parts. George French, ordinary

seaman, received a flesh-wound in his right forearm by a ball, and another slight

wound on the left hand.

Wounded slightly.—Charles Sweet, seaman, ball grazing right shoulder and

left side of throat. James Kitchen, landsman, cut wound in right foot.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

MAX G. ItAEFLE,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Master John Sherrill,
Commanding United States Bark Roebuck.

REBEL ABUSE OF A FLAG OF TRUCE AND TREACHEROUS CONDUCT OF THE
REBELS AT GADSDIN'S POINT, FLORIDA.

United States Flag-Ship St. Lawrence,
Key West, April 21, 1S63.

Sir : I have to report the following : On the 27th ultimo, as the bark Pursuit

was lying off Gadsdin's Point, in Tampa bay, on blockade, a smoke was dis-

covered on the beach, and shortly afterwards three persons made their appear-

ance, waving a white flag. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Randall, in command
of the Pursuit, supposing them to be escaped contrabands, or others, wishing

to communicate with the vessel, sent a boat in, in charge of Acting Master H.
K. Lapham, with a flag of truce flying. On the boat's nearing the beach, two
of the parties were seen to be clothed in female apparel, with their hands and
faces blackened, and one of them appeared to be overcome with joy, exclaiming
" Thank God ! Thank God !

" » I am free."

On the boat's touching the beach, the female dresses were thrown off, and it

then became evident that they were white men disguised for the purpose of de-

coying the boat on shore. Immediately afterwards about one hundred armed
men arose from the bushes around about, and demanded the surrender of the

boat, which being refused, they fired a volley of musketry into her, wounding
the officer in charge of her and three of the crew. The fire was returned by
the boat's crew, some firing and the rest hauling the boat off, until they were
out of range.

As soon as the firing commenced the Pursuit was sprung, and her battery

brought to bear, and four shells fired amongst the rebels, but probably without

effect. The gunboat Tahoma arriving at Tampa bay the next day, her com-
mander having been informed of the treacherous conduct of the rebels, ordered

the Pursuit down the bay, and proceeded with the United States schooner

Beauregard up to bombard the town. It blowing a norther at the time, it was
impossible to do anything more than to try the range of the Beauregard's rifle,

which was done with satisfactory results.

On the 2d instant the commander of the Tahoma, while returning to his

vessel from a close inspection of the battery, had three shots fired at him. The
Beauregard was then sent as near the battery as was possible, and both vessels

commenced firing on the town, hitting some of the houses, but what other

damage was done could not be ascertained. I herewith enclose the acting

assistant surgeon's report of the wounded on board the bark Pursuit.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEODOBUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?nmanding ±£. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Acting Assistant Surgeon H. K. Wheeler's report of casualties in boat engage-

ment.

United States Bark Pursuit,

Off Tampa, Florida, March 27, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties resulting from the boat engage-

ment to-day. Henry K. Lapham, acting master, gunshot wound of left arm,

fracturing the humerus severely; Edward K. Smith, seaman, gunshot wound
of right lower lip, the ball striking the teeth, came out below, and external to

the jaw, severely; Frederick A. Brayman, landsman, slightly, gunshot wound
of the back ; John Peters, landsman, slightly, gunshot wound of scalp.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

HORACE K. WHEELER,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Wm. P. Randall,
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Coin'g.

EXPEDITION TO OCKLOCKONNEE RIVER, FLORIDA, TO CUT OUT THE SCHOONER
ONWARD.

United States Frigate St. Lawrence,
Key West, April 21, 1863.

Sir: I enclose herewith the report of an expedition from the United States

bark Amanda, for the purpose of cutting out the schooner Onward, about to

load in the Oclockhonee river with a cargo of cotton.

The expedition resulted in the destruction of the vessel, and this result was
accomplished, as the report shows, in the face of obstacles, and was characterized

from first to last by the exhibition of much coolness and bravery. I regret to

report the death of James Mooney, seaman, shot through the heart, and the

wounding of five men, and of Acting Master R. J. Hoffner, commanding the

expedition ; the latter has a musket ball lodged in his neck, and not yet extracted.

Under advice of the board of medical survey, I have granted him permission

to proceed north, as stated in my communication number 124.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

United States Bark Amanda,
St. George's Sound, Florida, March 27, 1863.

Sir : I hereby enclose the report of my executive officer of the gallant cut-

ting out of the schooner Onward, in the Ocklockonnee river, by the boats of the

Amanda.
He is now on board the Hudson, dangerously wounded. The surgeon's list

of killed and wounded I herewith enclose.

I must cordially and unreservedly commend Mr. Hoffner and his gallar^

subordinates, Mr. Shaffer (lately rated a master's mate,) and also the crew, to
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the consideration of the department and yourself. The praise belongs to them;
the blame, if any, is attached to myself.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. WELCH,
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Com'dg.

Acting Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey,
Com'dg Eastern Division, Gulf /Squadron, Key West, Florida.

Orders to Acting Master R. J. Hqffner.

United States Bark Amanda,
St. George's Sound, Florida, March 20, 1863.

Sir: With the launch and sloop Breckenridge, under your command, you
will please proceed to the mouth of the Ocklockonnee river, where, under the gui-

dance of John Yeomans, you will find a schooner loading with cotton ; capture

her, if possible, and bring her to this ship. You had better not go further than

the eastern end of Dog island before dark. Wait there until' nightfall, and then,

under cover of the darkness, make all haste for the object of the expedition.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. WELCH,
Acting Volunteer Lieut. ConCdg.

R. J. HOFFNER,
Acting Master and Ex. Officer.

Report of Acting Master R. J. Hqffner.

United States Steamer Hendrick Hudson,
St. Mark's Blockading Station, Thursday, March 26, 1863.

Sir : I send you the earliest information of our whereabouts and the success

of our expedition, although attended with very many difficulties and more fa-

tality than I anticipated. My report, as well as this note, is written while lying

on my back and in some pain; still 1 am in hopes that you will be able to make
out enough to feel satisfied that I have done all in my power to finish the work
to your satisfaction. This will be handed you by Mr. Shaffer, who will be able

to state full accounts verbally. I am in hopes to be on board to-morrow, when
I will give you the full particulars. Myself and wounded men are doing well,

and I think they had better remain until the steamer comes down. In hopes

the result will meet your favorable approbation,

I am, sir, very respectfully,

R. J. HOFFNER,
Act'g Master and Ex. Officer, Com'dg Expedition.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. E. Welch.

Report of Acting Master Richard J. Hoffner, in charge of expedition to cut

out schooner Onward.

Friday, March 20, 1863, left the ship in charge of two boats manned by
twenty-seven men, two officers and a pilot, to proceed to the Ocklockonnee river

for the purpose of cutting out and capturing a schooner supposed to be loaded
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with cotton. At 10 a. m. fairly under way; at 12 thick fog, lost sight of

launch ; at 2 p. in. clearing off, made the launch to windward and found ourselves

about halfway along Dog island, wind east; beat up to east end of the island and
found the wind and tide ahead and too strong to make way against. At 8 p. m.
made a harbor for the night. At daylight, March 21, under way, strong breeze

eastward, working to windward; sea heavy for boats, causing me to work up
inside shoal. At Turkey Point, when close in shore, had three shots fired at

us from salt-works, said to be worked by a man named Jackson. After clear-

ing shoals worked up to South Point, wind still ahead and too much distance

to finish my work; anchored for the night. March 22, at daylight, worked
up to Bald Head Point and waited for night tide; started again at 8 and got

foul of a quantity of oyster banks; at 11 worked clear, took launch in tow,

and with a fair wind sailed for the mouth of the Ocklockonnee river. About 2

a. m., March 23, arrived at the head of the bay and could not find the entrance;

beating about till daylight; boat grounded some dozen of times. I became
fearful of discovery, and instructed the pilot to find his way out of a complete

trap, and if possible get deep water and run back. Just then the mouth of the

river appeared open, and all hands wishing and agreeing, concluded to steer for

and proceed in search of the schooner. Wind fair. About 8 a. m. came in

sight of a dismasted vessel lying close to starboard bank; at same time found we
were discovered by the people on board, who manned their boats and made for

the shore. I despatched the launch to cut the boat off, but found her a little

too late. The launch, with Mr. Shaffer, boarded the schooner a few minutes

after 8 a. m., and I with the sloop in about two minutes after, and took charge

under the flag of the United States of America. Captured at same time an old

man and boy, but could get little information from them. Hove up anchor and
put launch ahead ; having about two hours tide, towed down the river. About
11 a. m. tide done, anchored about two miles below the ferry; at 5 under way,
launch ahead, relieving the oarsmen every two hours ; about eight got clear of

the entrance in safety, steering for the bay channel; about 9, unfortunately

grounded, (having run one-half the distance to sea;) made every effort to get

off, and after lowering an anchor had to let the vessel lay until the return of

tide. Set the watches and allowed the men to take the first good sleep since

leaving the ship. At daylight, March 24, tide suiting early, vessel all afloat,

started again with about two hours' work to clear all danger, when, after moving
about a half mile and sounding in the boat, found we had taken the wrong
channel, and grounded again

;
got out the anchor and lines to the shore, and

worked hard to get her off, but of no avail. Made ready to fire the vessel and
cleared up, recapped and primed afresh all small arms, howitzer loaded with

canister, and all fully prepared for defence; the ground before us being a pine

forest, and with some knowledge (from the old man taken) of the troops being

some distance, concluded to wait the next tide. About 11.30 a. m discovered

horsemen approaching at some distance; they wheeled off and appeared to be
going away; all hands to quarters, the tide going down so low as to ground
the boats; about 12 found the horsemen, about forty, and various squads of

foot (in all, about two hundred) coming quite near, running from tree to tree

and taking position to attack. At this time one gun fired from the shore was
answered with ten muskets from the vessel at the nearest persons. The battle

had begun; sharp fire from the shore with Minie rifles, every shot striking on
board the vessel. The howitzer, with canister, was then fired, but with what
effect was not known, the shore party being concealed behind trees. Our firing

was kept up brisk when anything appeared to be shot at. One man was shot

by our musket ; when a squad appeared of some twenty we dropped a shrapnell

among them ; the effect must have been severe, as all that could get away left,

some of them remaining, and I have every reason to believe a number were

wounded. The howitzer not having a good chance to work, I fired but few
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shotsjwith it, but depended more on musketry. The little breastwork that we
were enabled to get up keeping our men close to this, the tide flowing fast and
boats floating, I concluded to fire the vessel, embark howitzer, and retreat in

boats, having the anchor out astern and the vessel drawing but three and a

half feet of water, was fearful of her swinging close in shore, as we were not m ore

than two hundred and fifty yards from the shore then. After holding on about
one and a half hour unlimbered and embarked howitzer under cover of musketry,
embarked launch's crew, applied the match at four different fires, jumped into

the sloop and attempted to leave. On swinging from the vessel found that the

boats touched; all hands jumped out and dragged them about half a mile over
mud flats. During this time the whole force of the enemy playing upon us in

good style. James Mooney at this time was killed instantly, shot through the

heart, the ball passing through his body. At the same time I received a rifle

ball in the right side of the neck, passing around the back and lodging in the

left side, deeply imbedded in the muscles. Other men were struck about the

same time, but no man, except one, failed; every one doing his best under
all circumstances, working or fighting, and being ably assisted by Mr. Shaffer.

After hard dragging, and perfectly exhausted, we succeeded in getting in deep
water and out of danger. I would call your attention to Henry Leary, who,
after a severe wound in the chest and losing his own boat, caught mine and
remained on board some five minutes before giving up. After getting in the

channel *I concluded to make for the St. Mark's blockade for assistance,

and arrived on board the United States steamer Hendrick Hudson, Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant David Oate, about 3 p. m., where every comfort and
attention that lay in the power of commander, officers and men, were given us,

particularly the wounded. Myself, with Mr. Shaffer and my crew, do offer our

thanks for the kindness received on board the Hendrick Hudson.
RICHARD J. HOFFNER,

Acting Master and Executive Officer.

Casualties.

Killed.—James Mooney.
Wounded.—R. J. Hoffner, acting master, wounded in neck; Henry Leary,

landsman, wounded in chest; Owen McManus, cockswain, wounded in arm ; Wil-

liam Wallace, landsman, wounded in head ; James Halsen, cockswain, wounded
in head; James Reynolds, landsman, wounded in leg.

Assistant Surgeon Higginhotliam 's report of casualties.

United States Bark Amanda,
East Pass, St. George's Sound, March 27, 1S63.

Sir: I have to report the following casualties, the result of an attack on the

expedition sent by you to cut out the schooner Onward, at the Ocklockonnee

river, on Tuesday morning, March 24, 1863.

Killed.—James Mooney, captain forecastle, New York.

Wounded—Owen McMann, cockswain, England, slight wound in the arm;

Samuel Reynolds, landsman, New York, wound in the leg; William Wallace,

landsman, England, slight wound in head, ball passing through the ear; James
Halson, cockswain, Norway, slight scalp wound; Benjamin Davis, quartermaster,

Virginia, wound in the hand; Matthew Evans, very slight wound in back of

the hand; Richard J. Hoffner, acting master, severe wound in the neck.
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Of the eight wounded, James Halson, Benjamin Davis and Matthew Evan
are able to return to duty.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE B. HIGGINBOTHAM,
Acting Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. George E. Welch,
United States Navy, Comd'g U. S. Bark Amanda.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL BAILEY'S REPORT OF DESTRUCTION OF SALT-WORKS
NEAR ALLIGATOR BAY.

United States Flag-Ship San Jacinto,
Key West, July 6, 1863.

Sir : I have received an interesting report from Lieutenant Commander A.
F. Crossman, of the steamer Somerset, from which it appears that, after having

devoted about a week to saving from the wreck of the Amanda all that could

have been turned to account by the enemy, as well as what was of service to

himself, (including six 32-pounders, a quantity of kentledge, 253 solid shot, 30
shells, some spars and iron work, over a hundred fathoms of chain-cable, one
kedge, about a barrel full of loose grape and canister, and some water-casks,)

during which operation his crew labored cheerfully in the sun and water under
the cover of the Somerset's guns, he next turned his attention to sounding out

the various channels about the east pass of St. George's sound, ascertaining the

changes wrought by the recent hurricane, and replacing the buoys that had been

swept away. Having satisfactorily completed this work, he sent the boats of

the Somerset to reconnoitre the sound to the eastward, sound out some channels,

and specially to determine the precise locality of some extensive salt-works

which had been in operation, since the commencement of the rebellion, near Al-

ligator bay.

This duty was well performed by Acting Master Thomas Chatfield ; and on
the information gained Lieutenant Commander Crossman determined to attempt

the destruction of these salt-works. For this purpose the Somerset was brought

within 1,100 yards of the shore, and within range of the works; the works were
shelled, and the boats, with sixty-five seamen and marines, were sent on shore,

together with a party from the engineer's division, armed with sledge-hammers to

break the salt-boilers, all under the immediate command of Acting Master Chat-

field. Those armed with muskets were deployed as skirmishers in the rear of

the settlements to protect the working party, who, in their turn, performed the

duty intrusted to them in a thorough manner. Four district stations were de-

molished, sixty-five salt-kettles destroyed, more than 200 bushels of salt scat-

tered over the sand, and about thirty huts and houses, with all their appurte-

nances for constructing and repairing the works, burnt to the ground. Lieuten-

ant Commander Crossman compliments Acting Master Chatfield upon the ofrlcer-

like ability displayed in the management of his armed men, owing to which, and
to the previous and effective shelling of the woods, no resistance was attempted

by the enemy. Information, however, was brought that some cavalry were en

route for the place ; but the work was handsomely accomplished before their

arrival, and our force was withdrawn without the loss of a single man. Lieuten-

ant Commander Crossman also confirms the report, received directly from Lieu-

tenant Commander George U. Morris of the steamer Port Royal, and indirectly

from several other sources, of the disaster to the rebel gunboat Chattahoochie.

Her boiler exploded, killing and disabling all on board but eighteen ; among the
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killed were four officers. The vessel is sunk, and shattered past the possibility

of recovering and making future use of her.

The vigilance and activity of this squadron is attested by the fact, mentioned

in some intercepted rebel correspondence, that out of fifty-two vessels which

have left Havana since the 1st of April for the purpose of running the blockade,

but seven have succeeded, and the rest have been brought into this port. This

statement speaks well for the officers and men under my command.
Respectfully,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL BAILEY'S REPORT OF A BOAT EXPEDITION UP ST.

MARK'S RIVER, UNDER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER CROS5MAN.

United States Flag -Ship San Jacinto,
Key West, July 30, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that an expedition, consisting of five armed boats from

the steamer Somerset, and three from the steamer Stars and Stripes, together

with an ambulance boat, the whole under Lieutenant Commander Grossman,
and numbering 130 persons, started up the St. Mark's river on the night of the

12th instant, mainly with a view to make a thorough reconnoissance, and inci-

dentally, also, to inflicting such damages upon the enemy as the circumstances

might render feasible. Every precaution was taken to avoid observation until

such time as an opportunity should present itself for striking an unexpected
blow ; but the promise of ruin was not kept, and this, together with the unfortu-

nate vigilance and promptness of a picket stationed at Port Leon, rendered

further secrecy impossible. A few shots were exchanged and one of our men
slightly wounded; and as their signal fires and alarm guns showed an instant

state of readiness, as also it was known that 600 rebel troops could be concen-

trated at an hour's notice, the boats were withdrawn, having first ascertained

that the channel was obstructed, about 1,000 yards below Port Leon, so that

the vessels could not pass up. Under the circumstances, any further opera-

tions in that direction were wisely abandoned, beyo*nd throwing a few shells at

the trains which were bringing in troops from Tallahassee, and burning the

stairway of the light-house where a lookout is kept.

Lieutenant Commander Grossman then turned his attention to some salt-works

on Marsh island, near the Ocklockonnee river, from which it was supposed the

men had probably been called in for the defence of St. Mark's, and where, con-

sequently, our men destroyed fifty salt-boilers, together with the buildings

attached, and some sixty bushels of salt, without opposition or loss, besides cap-

turing three prisoners and rescuing six contrabands.

Lieutenant Commander Crossman is warm in his commendation of the officers

and men of both vessels acting under his orders, both as to their spirit and
efficiency ; and I am constrained to express the same opinion of him.

Respectfully,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Reai'-Admiral, Com'dg E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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EXPEDITION TO TAMPA BAY.—DESTRUCTION OF BLOCKADE RUNNERS.

United States Flag-Ship San Jacinto,
Key West, October 24, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the destruction of the blockade running steamer Scot-

tish Chief, and of the sloop Kate Dale, in Hillsboro' river, by an armed expedi-

tion from the United States gunboats Tahoma and Adela.

Having learned that these vessels were loading with cotton, and about to

sail, and being apprehensive that, by reason of their light draught, they would
escape the blockading vessel, I sent Lieutenant Commander Semmes to Tampa
bay to destroy them. It was planned between myself and Captain Semmes
that he should, with the Tahoma, assisted by the Adela, divert attention from
the real object of the expedition, by shelling the fort and town; and that, under
cover of the night, men should be landed at a point on Old Tampa bay, distant

from the fort, to proceed overland to the point on the Hillsboro' river, where
the blockade runners lay, there to destroy them. This plan was successfully

carried out, but not without a considerable loss.

On the 16th instant the Tahoma and Adela ran in abreast of the batteries,

and shelled them slowly during the day. The firing was in an unusual degree

accurate and precise. At dark, as soon as the moon went down, a force, consist-

ing of Acting Ensigns J. P. Randall and J. G. Koehler, with sixty men from
the Tahoma, and of Acting Ensigns Stemberry and Balch, and Acting First

Assistant Engineer Bennett, with forty men from the Adela, and Acting Master's

Mate Crane, and Mr. J. A. Thompson, guides, were landed at Ballast Point.

The expedition was under the immediate command of Acting Master T. R.
Harris, executive officer of the Tahoma. The line of march was quietly taken

up for the river, under the guidance of Mr. J. A. Thompson, who, being too ill

to walk, was borne in a litter. A march of fourteen miles (rendered circuitous

by the necessity of avoiding houses, creeks, &c.) brought the party before

daylight to the river bank.

As soon as it was light the vessels were discovered on the opposite bank.

The force was thereupon moved to a point opposite where they lay, and those

on board brought under aim of the rifles, and ordered to send a boat, which
they did. A detachment thereupon was sent to bring over the vessels, and to

make prisoners of those on board. At this time two men succeeded in escaping

from the vessel, who carried the alarm to the garrison. The vessels, meantime,

were fired effectually, and the force thereupon set out upon its return. Encoun-
tering an armed party near the beach, a charge was made, and two rebels made
prisoners. The beach, finally, was safely reached without loss, and pickets

were stationed and the party rested, waiting the arrival of the boats then being

despatched from the Tahoma and Adela. While so resting, word was brought

that a detachment of cavalry and one of infantry was advancing ; the party

was formed to resist an attack, and the boats having arrived the embarcation

commenced ; while this was proceeding the rebels opened fire. The first and
second division, with seven prisoners, proceeded in an orderly manner to the

boats ; the third division (spread out that the rebels might not fire into a mass)
returned the tire energetically, and with great coolness and bravery. The
Adela, meantime, shelled the woods (in which the rebels were concealed, and
from which they fired) with shrapnell. The first and second divisions having

embarked, the rear-guard, on receiving the order so to do, followed. This
rear-guard stood nobly to their post, protecting the retreat under an extremely

severe fire from a concealed enemy, loading and firing with the coolness of

target practice, and finally leaving quietly at the word of command, bearing

with them their wounded. The rebels were under the command of Captain

(late United States senator) Westcott, and were so-called "regulars."
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The retreat to the boats was admirably conducted by Acting Master Harris,

and the expedition throughout was characterized by a disciplined courage on the

part of both officers and men. The force suffered severely at the beach, and
both courage and discipline were called for.

Our loss was as follows :

Killed.—James Warrall, seaman, Tahoma ; John Roddy, seaman, Adela
;

Joseph O'Donnell, seaman, Adela.

Ten were wounded, (including Acting Ensigns Randall and Koehler,) and
two seriously. Four were made prisoners.

In reporting these losses Lieutenant Commander Semmes observes : "I regret

sincerely our loss, yet I feel a great degree of satisfaction in having impressed

the rebels with the idea that blockade-running vessels are not safe, even up the

Hillsboro' river."

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEODORUS BAILEY,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg E. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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WESTERN GULF SQUADRON.

DESTRUCTION OF SALT-WORKS AT CEDAR LAKE, TEXAS.

United States Ship Morning Light,

Off Valasco, November 28, 1862.

Sir : On the 27th instant I anchored the ship in 3J fathoms water at a place

called Cedar lake, and sent three boats' crews and officers to destroy an exten-

sive and valuable salt manufactory I discovered the day previous, which duty
was most effectually performed, together with all the machinery, carts, and
implements; also destroying several tons of salt, which was packed in hide bags
for inland transport, and returned to the ship without an accident.

This morning I sent another expedition about four miles further down the

coast, the wind at that time not allowing the ship to cover the beach. While
in the act of destroying the works, which were not very extensive, a mounted
troop of guerillas charged on them, driving them to their boats ; one man sur-

rendered, or was taken prisoner; the rest escaped to the boats, when a sharp

skirmish took place, in which we had one man killed, one shot through the arm,

not seriously, and nearly all slightly wounded, but now on duty, In the mean
time a slight breeze enabled me to approach the beach with the ship, when we
most effectually routed them from the beach.

I seriously regret any accident happening to the expedition, as great caution

was used.

I refer you to a copy of Acting Master Washburn's report for particulars.

Hoping the transaction will meet your approval, as well as the conduct of my
officers and men,

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DILLINGHAM,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Ship Morning Light.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

P. S. The salt manufactory we destroyed was quite new. The one we par-

tially destroyed was rendered unfit for present use ; both seemed to have been
got up at great expense and labor.

My ship draws nearly 17 feet water, and as it is necessary to go into three

fathoms water to get a convenient range for our guns, I cannot do much with

the ship without great risk.

A small tender with a rifled gun would clear the whole coast of salt-works,

without endangering the men.
Very respectfully, &c,

J. DILLINGHAM.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut.

Report of Acting Master H. TV. Washburn.

United States Ship Morning Light,
November 27, 1862.

Sir : Agreable to your orders, we have this day destroyed the extensive salt

manufactory near Cedar lake, Texas.
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Acting Master Fowler with one party destroyed one factory of eight large

kettles, and all the buildings belonging to it. I with another party destroying

those extending to the northward, consisting of four large tubular boilers, ten

large and four small kettles.

The whole amount of salt ready packed for transportation was not far from
ten tons, all of which was ruined.

Acting Master's Mate G. H. Rice with three boats covered our retreat in

case of attack from the guerillas, a number of whom were mounted and were
watching our movements. All connected with the expedition were prompt in

executing; and obedient to orders.

Yours, respectfully,

HENRY W. WASHBURN,
Acting blaster and Executive Officer.

John Dillingham, Esq.,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Steamer Morning Light.

Casualties on the Morning Light.

United States Ship Morning Light,

Off coast of Texas, near Valasco, November 28, 1862.

Sir : In obedience to your orders, on discovering that our boats' crews, in the

morning's expedition, were fired on by the enemy, I proceeded in the gig with

all possible despatch to their assistance, accompanied by my steward and nurse,

with such instruments aud necessaries as might be needed. I met the boats a

short distance from the shore, and finding that the wounded required no imme-
diate attention, I ordered them all on board without delay, and then proceeded

to investigate thoroughly the extent of injuries received, and have to report you
the following list of casualties :

Killed.—Thomas Jones, ordinary seaman, gunshot wound in the mouth, pass-

ing backward into the spinal column. Also one between the sixth and seventh

ribs, in the middle of the right side, penetrating the lungs. He died almost

instantly.

Wounded.—Michael Sugru, seaman, in the middle of the left forearm ; a musket
ball struck the radius, fracturing it slightly, passing round its outer side, and
lodging under the skin, opposite the point of entrance. William Thomas, ordi-

nary seaman, flesh wound, quite to the bone, about one inch from the upper end
of the sternum, near its left edge, as if made by a buckshot nearly spent. Peter
LeProvo, seaman, scalp penetrated on the top of the head. The ball entered

the front of his cap, wounding the scalp on its way, and passing out of the cap
behind. H. W. Washburn, acting master and executive officer, a contused
wound, very slight, along the outer side of the right forearm. Geo. II. Rice,

master's mate, struck on the left wrist by a spent ball. Summary : killed, 1;

wounded, 5.

The wounded are doing well, and are well on duty, except the first two.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. SHRIFY,
Acting Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Acting Master John Dillingham,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Morning Light.

20 N
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Report of Acting Master H. W. Washburn.

United States Ship Morning Light,

November 28, 1862.

Sir : Agreable to your orders, I this day landed with the crew of the first

cutter, covered by the third cutter, under charge of Acting Master's Mate G. H.
Rice, for the purpose of destroying a salt manufactory near the southwest end
of Cedar lake.

We were unable to effectually destroy it, having been attacked by a body of

mounted rebels, numbering about forty, and a large number of footmen, who
were able to approach us unseen in the grass.

In retiring, Wm. Thompson, captain forecastle, was taken prisoner; Thomas
Jones, ordinary seaman, killed by a ball through his head.

Peter LeProvo, captain after guard, wounded; Michael Sugru, seaman, left

arm broken by a ball; Wm. Thomas, ordinary seaman, wounded in the breast.

I am unable to state, positively, the number of the enemy killed, but think

it not far from four, as that number was seen to fall from their horses.

Acting Master's Mate Gr. H. Rice covered our retreat finely. I would also

mention Assistant Paymaster W. S. Blunt as having behaved bravely.

Nearly all in the boats were slightly wounded, and the boats completely

riddled with balls or slugs.

Yours, respectfully,

HENRY W. WASHBURN,
Acting Master and Executive Officer.

Acting Master John Dillingham, Esq.,

Commanding United States Steamer Morning Lig/it.

EXPEDITION TO CAPTURE AN ARMED SCHOONER NEAR CORPUS CHRISTI.

United States Steamer Sachem,
Aransas Bay, Texas, December 8, 1862.

Sir : I beg leave to make the following report:

I caused to be captured on the night of the 6th instant, about 9 p. m., a small

schooner and sloop loaded with salt—about four hundred bushels—and three

men, belonging to Corpus Ohristi. I learned from them at once of an armed
confederate schooner having left Corpus Christi for the pass for the alleged

purpose of sounding the channel. I at once went on board of United States

barque Arthur and reported the same to her commanding officer, Lieutenant T.

F. Wade. It was thought best to send an expedition to capture her ; the

Arthur to proceed in advance to Corpus Christi pass, while a boat expedition

from the Sachem proceeded by way of Corpus Christi bay. The Arthur ac-

cordingly got under way at 3 a. in., and the boats from this vessel at 6 a. m.,

consisting of eighteen men and two boats, in charge of Mr. A. H. Reynolds,

acting ensign, and Gr. C. Dolliver, master's mate. After proceeding about

twenty-eight miles, a schooner hove in sight, standing towards Corpus Christi.

She at once changed her course, and stood direct for Corpus Christi pass, Mr.

Reynolds and the expedition chasing her, and, then about five miles astern, the

chase was continued for eight miles, and at 11 a. m., when within about one

hundred and fifty yards of the pass, and then under a high bluff of land called

Padre island, being hard pressed by the boats, she was run ashore, officers and
soldiers abandoning her, and took refuge behind sand hills. As soon as our

boats rounded the point of land, they were attacked by volleys of musketry
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from behind those hills, wounding Mr. Reynolds badly, killing two of the

Sachem's crew, and wounding two more, also killing a man, a refugee from

Corpus Christi, who asked as a favor to join the expedition. Mr. Reynolds's

party being within thirty yards of the enemy, he was compelled to land his

men opposite on Mustang island, where he could choose his distance, and there

fought the enemy for one hour and a half, defending his boats. Receiving

another wound in the mean time, and finding all hopes of assistance from the

barque impossible, was compelled to abandon his boats, bringing his wounded
off with him, and making his retreat to this vessel by land to this bay, a dis-

tance of thirty miles, and arriving on board at 12 midnight.

I at once sent a boat on board the Arthur for her doctor, who came in and
cared for the wounded. Mr. Reynolds is badly wounded, one man severely,

and one slightly.

It was ascertained that the rebels had considerable force on Padre islan

besides the forces on the schooner.

I cannot say too much in favor of Mr. Reynolds in so ably conducting this

expedition against such odds as were brought against him, and as a brave and very
efficient officer. And Mr. Reynolds compliments Mr. Dolliver to me for render-

ing him very efficient service during the whole engagement, but especially after

Mr. Reynolds having received the last and most severe wound, which I most
cheerfully recommend for your consideration.

The names of the killed and wounded are Mr. A. H. Reynollds, acting ensign,

two wounds in right side, badly; Thomas Mollman, in right arm, slightly;

John Carey, landsman, in breast, &c, severely; William Nicholson, landsman,

killed, shot through the head; Benjamin F. Cowen, landsman, killed, shot

through the breast; and Peter Baxter, a refugee from Corpus Christi and a

native of the city of Perth, Scotland, killed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AMOS JOHNSON,
Acting Master, Commanding.

D. G-. Farragut,
Rear-JLdmiral, Commanding TV. G. B. Squadron.

P. S.—I wish to state also that all the arms were saved, excepting those of

the killed and those belonging to John Carey, severely wounded.

REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER A. W. WEAVER OF ENGAGEMENTS
WITH REBEL BATTERIES ON THE MISSISSIPPI.

United States Gunboat Winona,
Mississippi River, December 14, 1862.

Sir : I have to report that while this vessel was at anchor near the Essex-
off the upper end of Profit island, just at early daylight a rebel battery of field-

pieces opened fire on her. We at once returned their fire with grape, canister

and shrapnell, but they had taken up such a position during the night, without
being observed, that they were enabled to rake this vessel repeatedly, without
our being able to return an effective fire. I attempted to heave up the anchor,
only having a short scope of chain out, but the enemy's fire was so heavy and
well directed that I was obliged to slip the chain. We steamed up towards the
Essex, and in doing so the pilot ran the vessel aground, but fortunately we
backed off and made fast to the starboard side of the Essex, when both vessels

backed down the river. During the engagement this vessel was struck twenty-
seven times in the hull, spars and rigging, many of the shot cutting her up
badly. The enemy, not noticing the Essex, directed his whole fire at us.
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I regret to say that Acting Master's Mate David Vincent was mortally

wounded, and lias since died. On rny way down the river, when just below
Profit island, a battalion of infantry opened fire on us from the east bank, to

which we replied with grape, canister and shrapnell, but, owing to the protection

the levee afforded them, with very little effect, although our firing was rapid

and well directed.

During the engagements we expended sixty-two rounds of grape, canister and
shrapnell.

In conclusion, I have to state that during the fight the officers and men ex-

hibited that coolness, courage and zeal, which I had every reason to expect from

them.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

A. W. WEAVER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding Western Gulf Squadron.

DESTRUCTION OF SALT WORKS AT ST. ANDREW'S BAY AND ON COAST OF
TEXAS.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, December 11, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose a report from Lieutenant Com-
mander Hart, also one of Acting Master Commanding G. W. Brown, of the

destruction of the salt-works near St. Andrew's bay.

I also enclose a report from Acting Master Commanding Dillingham of salt-

works destroyed on the coast of Texas.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Hear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. E. Hart, Commanding United States

Steamer Albatross.

United States Steamer Albatross,
At Sea, December 9, 1862.

Sir : On the 14th of November I proceeded to sea, in obedience to your or-

ders of the 5th, taking in tow the United States brig Bohio, Acting Master
George W. Brown, commanding; that vessel being placed under my command
by Commodore Henry H. Bell, to assist me in destroying the salt-works on the

coast, between Pensacola and St. Andrew's bay, Florida.

Along this part of the coast there were but few salt-works to be found until

we reached a place called Phillips's inlet, (not laid down on the chart)—this

was the only spot that had the appearance of doing any business in the salt

line ; but the surf was so heavy that our boats could not land without wetting

the arms and ammunition of their crews. I deemed it prudent to wait for a

smooth time, so that I could effectually destroy all their works. Carefully no-

ticing and counting all their furnaces as I went, I continued on my course until

I reached St. Andrew's bay, off the entrance of which I anchored.
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A boat from the United States schooner Wanderer came off to us ; and on the

following day, (16th November,) the wind having veered round to the south-

ward and eastward, bringing in a heavy swell, I again took the Bohio in tow,

ran in and anchored under shelter of Hurricane island.

During the afternoon I took two armed boats to reconnoitre, and pulled into

an arm of St. Andrew's bay that extends due west, and is only separated from

the sea for fifteen or sixteen miles by a narrow strip of land, in many places less

than a quarter of a mile wide. I wanted to see if it was quite possible for me
to get with an armed force to the rear of the salt-works at Phillips's inlet, and
destroy them in that way.

I found I could not get at them without a march of over six miles through

the sand, and that my best way was, when the sea was smooth, to land in our

boats. By taking this little trip, however, I chanced to see and learn the ex-

tent of the salt manufactories along the shores of the bays or bayous and creeks

of St. Andrew's bay. It quite surprised me, and I felt sure that if I did all that

I could to destroy them I would not exceed your orders, Avhich were to run up
the coast and destroy the salt-works between this place (Pensacola) and St.

Andrew's bay. I saw the smoke of a very large number, and when I returned

on board that night the sky was lit up, both to the eastward and westward,

away inland, for a long distance. I afterwards learned that they not having
been molested here, had collected in great numbers.

On the 17th, the Wanderer in attempting to work up the bay got aground;
and I went to her assistance with the steamer, and concluded to follow her up
the bay to the town of St. Andrew's. With the exception of three men and two
women, the place was deserted. There were boats hauled upon the beach and
under sheds that were serviceable, and which I set fire to and otherwise de-

stroyed at the suggestion of Acting Master Turner, of the Wanderer, who
thought they might be put to improper use, and if manned and armed could give

great annoyance in endeavoring to capture the boats of the schooner, carrying-

salt across the bay, or running the blockade. Within a few miles of the town
I destroyed several salt pans, with their furnaces, pumps, tubs, gutters, &c; two
or three sets of these pans were made of the coast survey harbor buoys cut in

two ; each half would hold over one hundred and fifty gallons of sea water.

We found ourselves, while at anchor off the town, constantly watched by a

company of cavalry, numbering, as near as we could learn, about ninety men
;

they took good care, however, to keep out of harm's way. For a whole week
we sent out armed boats to reconnoitre in all directions, and to destroy all boats,

salt pans, &c, in the neighborhood. On the morning of the 24th November, at

4 a. m., I started off with an expedition under my command in the direction ot

North bay. The Bohio furnished two boats and thirty men, one of the boats

having a howitzer; and the Albatross armed and equipped three boats with
thirty men, besides a working gang of coalheavers and firemen with sledge-ham-

mers, top-mauls, coal-chisels and axes. The officers belonging to the Albatross

which accompanied the expedition were Acting Master Theodore B. Dubois and
Acting Ensign John H. Harris.

We proceeded up an arm of St. Andrew's bay, called North bay, for about

twelve or fourteen miles, and reached a point of land, where we concluded to

rest until broad daylight. The bay was very wide at this point and a fog hung
over the water, preventing us from seeing which way to go. As soon as we
lay on our oars we thought we heard voices on shore. Pulling in the direction,

we soon ascertained that we were near quite a number of people, and as we
came nearer we not only heard voices, but we heard dogs barking and horses

neighing, and we felt quite sure we had stumbled upon a company of cavalry

and soldiers, for day was breaking, and what we afterwards found out were
canvas-covered wagons we then mistook for tents. I thought I would startle

them, and ordered a shell to be sent over their heads, and in a minute there
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never was heard such shouting and confusion ; they seemed not to know which
way to run. Some of their mules aud horses they succeeded in harnessing to

the wagons, and some they run off to the woods beyond as fast as they could

be driven, a shell every now and then over their heads making them hurry
faster. The water was so shoal that our men had to wade over two hundred
yards through the water over a muddy bottom to the shore, and before they
reached it the people had all left, and we could just see them through the woods
at a long distance off. We threw out pickets, and Acting Master Brown, with
the men belonging to the Bohio, took one direction, and I, with my men and
officers, took the other, and with top-mauls, axes, sledge-hammers, and shovels,

we commenced the destruction of salt-kettles, salt-pans, and mason work, for

we had got into a settlement of salt workers. To give you an idea of our seven
hours' labor I refer you to the accompanying report of Acting Master Brown and
list, and also my list of salt-kettles.

To render everything completely unfit for future use we had to knock down
all the brick work, to destroy the salt already made, to knock in the heads and
set fire to the barrels, boxes, and everything that would hold salt; to burn the

sheds and houses in which it was stowed, and to disable and burn up the

wagons that we found loaded with it. The kettles, being such as are used in

making sugar, we knew the capacity of by the marks on them, but the salt-

pans we could only tell by measurement, which we had no time to do; so that

our total estimate of the amount of sea water that was boiling in them when we
arrived is far short of what it really was. Our pickets brought in five white

men and three negroes; the white men were paroled and the negroes were
brought away by us. To our surprise we heard that we had driven off nine

hundred men and boys, all of whom had been here for some months. They
had all heard of the frequent attacks upon them by the boats of Admiral Lardner's

squadron, and some of them had come from salt-works further down the coast.

After we finished with these here we pulled to another place four miles distant.

The people saw our boats coming, and they commenced putting out their fires

and securing their kettles. We gave chase, and Acting Master Du Bois, after

a dead run of three miles across a swamp and two creeks, with eight or ten

men, succeeded in capturing five wagons, which he let go after breaking the

kettles that were in them. At this place we destroyed over forty furnaces and
sheds, besides pumps and kettles.

After this day's work and a pull of thirty miles altogether, our men returned

to their vessels, and, strange to say, that although nearly all were wet through

as high as the waist all day long, there had not been one sick.

On the morning of the 26th, at 3 a. m., with a force of the same number of

men and boats, and with two howitzers mounted, we quietly pulled with muffled

oars in another direction to the eastward. At daybreak we landed at a place

where there were a number of salt-works in full operation, and set fire to and
destroyed the sheds and firewood, and salt-pots and pans. There were thirty

altogether here, but many of the kettles had been taken away. Three miles

beyond was another place where we found extensive preparations for making
salt, and the arrangements were complete in every way. Here were large fur-

naces that had never been used, and there were brick kilns and sheds for dry-

ing bricks, an excellent claying soil. All their sheds and furnaces, &c, we
destroyed or rendered useless. Beyond this place, thirteen miles distant, we
were informed was another large settlement, called California inlet, where there

were said to be a thousand salt makers, under the protection of a large body of

cavalry. As our boat's crew had already pulled eighteen miles and had destroyed

a number of salt-works, and were Avet and somewhat tired, 1 thought it not

advisable to add thirteen miles more to it ; their condition when they returned

to their vessels, after such a day's work, would have been anything but a proper

one. However, our day's work was not yet finished, for on our way back we
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discovered that we had passed in the dark three or four small salt-works, which
we visited and destroyed.

On the 28th November we dropped down to the entrance of St. Andrew's
bay and prepared for sea. The wind came out from the southward and west-

ward, with rain and foggy weather, and with a heavy swell on, and we were
detained until the 30th, when we saw a strange sail to the southward. Got
under way and stood out towards her; but the weather getting hazy, we lost

sight of her. Again visited the salt-works along the shores towards the east

end of Santa Rosa island, but could not effect a safe and dry landing to our

armed boats and crews, and returned to the anchorage behind Hurricane island,

where my consort the Bohio lay. The following week we had rain, fog, and
southerly winds. Our boats were employed visiting the upper bays to watch
for salt makers. On Saturday afternoon, the 6th, the wind came around to the

north, and the weather became clear and cold, and the sea commenced going

down. On Monday, the 8th, we took the Bohio in tow and stood along the

coast towards Pensacola bay, landing and destroying the salt-works between St.

Andrew's and Santa Rosa islands, as we came across them.

The works at Phillips's inlet were not as extensive as they had been repre-

sented to me. I found only a few, and away inland, upon the shores of the

bayou, which extends two or three miles, I saw neither smoke nor fires. At
sunset I stood to the southward ten miles and cast off the Bohio to proceed on her

cruise; stood in shore again and anchored until this morning (9th November)
at daylight, when I got under way for Pensacola.

During this short cruise I have had an excellent opportunity of seeing the

courage, endurance, and cheerfulness of the crew under my command ; had there

been a good armed resistance made to our descent upon the salt-works they
would have found our men a tough party to handle. Of the officers I cannot
speak in too high praise; it is owing to them solely that my crew are well drilled

and obedient.

The Bohio rendered me much assistance with her boats and men, and Captain
Brown and his officers showed a praiseworthy alacrity in complying with every
request and order of mine.

Enclosed you will find the report of Acting Master George W. Brown, com-
manding United States brig Bohio, with his list of salt-pans, &c, destroyed,

and a list, also, of mines that were destroyed by the crew of the Albatross.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN E. HART, Lt. Com'dg.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding JV. G. B. Squadron.
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Account of salt pots and pans destroyed by an expedition from United States

steamer Albatross, Novejnber 24, 1862, St. Andrew's bay, Florida.

Lieut. Com'dr JOHN E. HART,
Commanding.

No. of pots. Capacity of each in gallons.
Total No.
gallons.

Pans,

24
25
21

12

39

17

35
33

24
5

235
Nov. 27, 20

Dec. 8, 59

6, 150; 12, 100; 5, 75; 3, 125 ..

11, 40; 10,70; 4, 75

25
3, 100; 5, 70; 4, 75

9, 100; 6,70; 9, 45; 9,40; 6, 25

8, 150; 4, 100; 5, 40

8, 125; 20, 45; 9, 45

3, 150; 2, 100; 20, 70; 8, 45 . .

.

9, 100; 9, 70; 7, 25
250

90

50

Total

2,700
1,440
525
950

2,235
1,800
1, 875

2,410
1, 705
1, 250

16, 890
1,800

18, 690
2,950

21,640

With the above there were destroyed furnaces, pumps, boxes, barrels, sheds,

houses, and wagons, containing salt in quantities that I could not estimate.

Whenever I found anything connected with the manufactory of salt I destroyed it.

Respectfully,

JOHN E. HART,
Lt. Com'dr U. S. N.

Report of Acting Master George W. Browne, of the United States brig Bohio.

United States Brig Bohio,

St. Andrew's Bay, November 25, 1862.

Sir : According to your request, I respectfully report that on the morning of

November 24, at 4 a. m., I started from this vessel with two boats—the larger

having a light 12-pounder howitzer mounted for service—and thirty men, armed

with rifles, muskets, and carbines. Taking the cutter in tow, I proceeded, with

all possible despatch, up North bay to a point not laid down on my chart, but

at a supposed distance of twelve miles. Previous to my arrival, I discovered

large volumes of smoke, covering the vicinity of our intended landing, and on
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getting close in discovered numerous small fires, which I concluded were camp
fires, particularly when I distinctly heard the challenge of "Who comes there,"

from a person I took to be a soldier on the shore. The day was just breaking

when you called my attention to the noise and confusion in camp. When we
could see well, we discovered numerous bands of men and horses, which ap-

peared forming to give us battle. You then decided to pepper them a little,

and accordingly we opened on them with shrapnell and canister. After firing

thirteen rounds we landed, having had to wade in mud and water above our

knees. You directed me to proceed at once with my command and destroy all

the salt cauldrons and salt I could discover, together with all the wagons and
conveyances of the men employed at the works, which I faithfully did, killing

all the mules I could find, and burning wagons and appurtenances. I ascer-

tained from some prisoners I took, that there were some 2,500 men engaged in

this vicinity making salt, and that there were about 1,000 men engaged here,

but they had run off when our shells began to play about them. Some of them
were armed with rifles, and others with shot-guns. One of the latter I found

stowed away in a wagon, loaded with heavy buckshot. The salt works I de-

stroyed here were on a large scale, and should I judge, from the immense number
and from what the prisoners said, that 500 bushels a day would be within the

estimate of their labors.

According to your orders, I followed your boats some five miles up West
bay; had the same difficulty in landing through mud and water; made a half

circuit of the island in the opposite direction from that you had taken ; destroyed

a number of salt works that had been left with great alacrity ; killed several

cattle, and then took my men across a deep morass of mud, crossed over on the

main land, and destroyed numerous works, burning all the houses and appur-

tenances attached. All the salt I effectively destroyed by mixing it with sand
in such quantities as to render it perfectly useless.

At 6 p. m. I received orders to return, and arrived back to this vessel at 8.40

p. m. The men were much fatigued with the day's labor, and several of them
had their feet cut and injured by the exposure. I take much pleasure in com-
mending Master's Mate Samuel H. Heath and James Sheppard for the able

manner they performed their duty ; and all the men behaved and worked
admirably, particularly Daniel Parsons, boatswain's mate, who is worthy of a
better position.

Enclosed please find a detailed report of the destruction of salt and cauldrons

by the party under my command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE W. BROWNE,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieut. Com'dr John E. Hart,
In Command of Expedition.
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Account of pots and salt destroyed by boat expedition from United States brig

Bohio, Geo. W. Browne, commanding.

No. of pans. Capacity of each in gallons.
Total capacity in

gal ions.

Bushels salt

destroyed

6 100 600
1,400
1,500

750
520
320

1,200
300

1,440
540
500
400

1,560
600
500
280
300
600
300
360
500
180
250
400
800

10

7 200 4

9 6, 200; 3, 100 3

5 150 4

6 2, 60; 4, 100 6

4 80 9

13 9, 100; 4, 75 7

2 150 2

14 11, 90; 3, 150 175

7 4, 60; 3,] 00 60

6 4, 100; 2,50 20
8 4, 60; 4,40 40

17 10, 100; 7, 80 50

4

5

150
100

19

1

7 40 2

5 60 70

6 100 60

2 150 20

4 90 2

5 100 3

3 60 1

1 250..

4 100

2 400

152 16, 100 568

St. Andrew's Bay, November 24, 1862.

Respectfully,

Lieut. Com'dr John E. Hart,
Commanding Expedition.

GEORGE W. BROWNE,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Acting Master John Dillingham, commanding United States ship

Morning Light.

United States Ship Morning Light,

Off Valasco, December 1, 1862.

Sir : I left with Captain Renshaw a report of an expedition, in which we
destroyed a very extensive salt manufactory in the vicinity of Cedar lake.

With Captain Renshaw's permission I called at Sabine to procure a small
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schooner for a tender to this ship, but without success. As much of this coast

needs a closer investigation than I can always safely venture with the ship to

cover boats landing; a small schooner with a small armament would be very
useful.

I would also beg to recommend to your notice Acting Master's Mate George H.
Rice, who, in the late expedition ofNovember 28th, conducted himself and boat's

crew with great discretion and bravery. All concur in saying that but for his

firmness in returning the fire of the rebels, the whole of the first cutter's crew and
officers must have been shot or taken prisoners. He had one man killed in his

boat, and about every one, including himself, slightly wounded. I counted

twenty-four bullet marks on his boat's gunwale, and some ten or twelve loose balls

in the boat.

Acting Master H. W. Washburn, executive officer, conducted the expedition in

a very proper manner, and Acting Assistant Surgeon Shirfy was very prompt
in giving assistance to the wounded men in the boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DILLINGHAM,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Ship Morning Light.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

DISASTER AT GALVESTON.—CAPTURE OF THE HARRIET LANE, &o.

Flag-Ship Hartford,

Off New Orleans, January 3, 18G3.

Sir : I have this moment received a telegram from the steamer Mary Baldwin,
from Galveston, now at the Southwest Pass, stating that our gunboats had been
attacked on January first by four boats, and they boarded and carried the
Harriet Lane ; the Westfield was blown up, to keep her from falling into the
hands of the enemy. The soldiers on Galveston island were attacked at the
same time by a heavy force, and all either killed or captured. The steamer
that had a reinforcement of troops on board for Galveston will be here in the
morning. I shall send the Brooklyn and Commodore Bell down to Galveston
immediately to reoccupy the bay, to keep the rebels from fortifying the mouth of

the harbor. I shall have to detach some ofmy forces to accompany the commodore.
I will send you all the particulars in my next, on the fifth.

About seventy of the Westfield's men are coming up the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 4, 1863.

Sir : I am glad to find that our disaster at Galveston has not been so great
as was at first supposed. It appears only to have been the Harriet Lane, car-

ried by boarding, and the Westfield blown up ; and, as I understand, the latter

was a premature explosion, in consequence of which the captain, Commander
W. B. Renshaw, and the first lieutenant, Lieutenant Chas. W. Zimmerman, the
chief engineer, W. R. Greene, and eight or ten men, lost their lives.
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I herewith enclose the report of Lieutenant Commander R. L. Law, of the

Clifton, by which you will see that the Clifton, Owasca, Sachem, and Corypheus,
all came out, and are on their way to this place. Two coal vessels were left

there, with three or four hundred tons of coal.

As you are pleased to direct, by your general order of December 12, 1862,

that we shall not prejudge the official acts of officers, I shall say nothing of the

sad disaster, but will forthwith order a court to investigate the whole affair, and.

will lay the proceedings before you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander R. L. Law.

United States Steamer Clifton,

Off Galveston, Texas, January 1, 1863.

Sir: It is my painful duty to report the evacuation of Galveston, attended

with serious loss. This morning, at 1.30 a. m., three steamers were discovered

coming down the bay. The Clifton soon after made signal, " enemy afloat."

The Westfield, Commander Renshaw, lay in Bolivar channel ; the Harriet Lane,

Commander Wainwright, above the city; the Clifton, Lieutenant Commander
Law, the Sachem, Acting Master Johnson, commanding, and the schooner Cory-
pheus, Acting Master Spears, commanding, near the wharf on which the troops

lived ; the Owasca, Lieutenant Commander Wilson, some distance below. About
2 o'clock a. m. the enemy's steamer turned, and seemed inclined to go into

Bolivar channel. Soon after Commander Renshaw made signal for " immediate
assistance." Not seeing the steamers, the Clifton proceeded to the assistance

of Westfield, distant by channel way a little over three miles. On the way I

ordered the Owasca to take position near the wharf, which she did. Found the

Westfield hard aground. At 3.30 the moon went down. At 4, firing heard
from the city and our vessels. Finding it impossible to get the Westfield afloat,

Commander Renshaw ordered me to return to the city. Got aground twice in

going up ; and after entering the main channel, slowed and stopped to drive off

a battery that was located on Fort Point. On approaching the city, we received

the fire of several batteries located in the streets and on the wharves, and also a

heavy fire of musketry from the Avindows of the houses. The guns of the ves-

sels were well served, and all seemed to be doing their duty. We could hear

nothing, however, from the Lane. At length, the opening day showed us the

Lane with a white flag up, and two steamers alongside, or near her. A short

time after a confederate officer, with a flag of truce, accompanied by an officer

from the Lane, appeared on the Clifton's deck. From the officer I learned, with

astonishment, the capture of the Lane, the death of Commander Wainwright,
the probable mortal wound of Lieutenant Commander Lee, the serious wound of

the next officer, and the death or wounding of half the people. The confederate

officer was from Major Smith, commanding the confederate steamers, and con-

veyed the news that the Lane and four other steamers were ready to move
against the next vessel near them, and that Major Smith offered to let us take

any one vessel, put all our people on board, and leave the harbor. I replied, I

was not commanding officer, but that the message should at once be conveyed

to Commander Renshaw, provided the steamers should not move from their po-

sition, and that sufficient time be given to communicate. To this the officer



EEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 311

assented, and gave three Lours. The message was at once sent to Commander
Renshaw, and the terms, of course, were rejected. Commander Renshaw then

said he would burn the Westfield, and go out in the army transport Saxon, and
gave me orders to send all our vessels outside that could move. On returning

to the city, I found that the confederate steamers had, as far as we were con-

cerned, very seriously changed their position, and that several new and powerful

batteries had been erected at various points. The time of the truce had not ex-

pired, but as the infractions on their part were of great moment, I had no hesi-

tation in hauling down the truce flag, and, in obedience to Commander Renshaw,
ordering all vessels to move out. The enemy opened on the Sachem with field-

pieces and musketry, and her position became very critical. Acting Master
Amos Johnson, her commander, after hard work got her turned, and brought

her out ; and I only express the opinion of all when I say that greater coolness

and courage is rarely seen. On reaching Bolivar channel, a flag of truce boarded

me, and, in the name of General Magruder, complained of our infraction of the

truce. I recriminated, and dismissed him. Commander Renshaw blew up the

Westfield, and, sad to say, Commander Renshaw, Lieutenant Zimmerman, Chief

Engineer Green, and near a dozen men, went with her. I only learned this

when passing out. The three companies of the 42d Massachusetts regiment

were forced to surrender. The Ovvasca, previous to the Clifton's return to the

city, had attempted to assist the Lane, but grounded. The Lane's guns were
opened upon her by the confederates and by musketry ; she lost about ten men.
We were obliged to leave the two coal barks in the harbor. One was aground,

and had a shot below the water-line ; the other being in such a position as to

render it difficult to get at her. The above, sir, is the report of this sad day's work.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. L. LAW, Lieutenant Commander.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding IV. G. B. Squadron.
f

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 8, 1863.

Sir : The following casualties occurred on board the vessels of this squad-

ron, in the harbor of Galveston, on the morning of the 1st January, 1S63.

gunboat owasca.

Killed.—-Thomas Jeff, cockswain, shot through the heart— 1.

Wounded.—L. G. Vassalls, acting master, shot in thigh ; Frederick Saunders,

ordinary seaman, shot through shoulder and lungs, mortally ; Isaac P. Hughs,
seaman, fractured skull, severely ; John Conney, seaman, fractured skull,

severely; William Reed, captain of forecastle, shot in arm; John Honan, ordi-

nary seaman, shot in thigh ; Frederick Ether, landsman, shot in thigh
; Charles

Burnham, captain of after guard, shot in face ; Titus Freeman, colored lands-

man, shot in the leg ; Michael Reek, coalheaver, shot in the eye, severely

;

William J. Murphy, landsman, shot in the hand ; Henry Brown, saihnaker,

shot in the arm ; George Hozier, captain of after guard, slightly ; James Fernery,

landsman, slightly— 14.

STEAMER CLIFTON.

Wounded.—John Diggins, captain of forecastle, fractured skull—1.

STEAMER SACHEM.

Wounded.—Philip Duffy, landsman, fractured skull, mortally— 1.
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STEAMER WESTFIELD.

Missing.—Commander William B. Renshaw ; Lieutenant Charles W. Zim-
merman ; Acting Assistant Engineer W. R. Green ; John Calahan, gunner's

mate ; Samuel P. King, quarter gunner ; W. Esser, cockswain ; Rodolphus C.

Hubbard, seaman ; Henry Bethke, seaman ; Peter Johnsan, seaman ; Matthew
McDonald, ordinary seaman ; Hugh McCabe, second class fireman ; William

Reeves, second class fireman ; George E. Cox, second class fireman—13.

The above are supposed to have been killed by the explosion of the maga-
zine.

Total.—Killed, 1 ; wounded, 16 ; missing, 13.

No returns have been received from the Lane.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. EOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding TV. G. B. Squadron.

The following men, attached to United States gunboat Owasco, were wounded
by the enemy while on shore on duty at Bolivar Point, on the 15th of Decem-
ber, 1862 :

John Heath, seaman, born in Baltimore, received seven gunshot wounds, and
was left for dead ; his wounds have healed, and he is now convalescent. Wil-

liam Somelet, ordinary seaman, New York, six buckshot entered his body ; has

recovered.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. EOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Report of Court of Inquiry.

United States Steam Sloop Hartford,
At anchor off New Orleans, January 12, 1863.

Sir : In conformity with your instructions, we proceed to state the facts in

relation to the capture of Galveston, Texas, on the 1st of January, 1863, as

elicited by the testimony before the court of inquiry.

The naval force in possession consisted of the Westfield, Clifton, Harriet

Lane, Owasco, Sachem, and Corypheus. The two latter had joined only two
days previous to the attack, having come up from below, the Sachem (steamer)

in a broken down condition, and the Corypheus as her escort. The positions of

the vessels were as shown by the accompanying chart. The United States

troops on shore consisted of two hundred and sixty rank and file, commanded
by Colonel Burrel, of the forty-second Massachusetts volunteers, occupying, by
advice of the commanding naval officer, a wharf in the town,

It seems that, the night previous to the attack, information had been received

by the commanding officers of both land and naval forces that such an attempt

might be made. .

At 1.30 p. m. on the 1st of January, it being bright moonlight, some two or

three rebel steamers were discovered in the bay above by the Clifton. The
Westfield, from the other channel, likewise made the same discovery. The
naval forces, therefore, were not taken by surprise.
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Very soon after, our troops on shore learnt through their pickets that the

artillery of the enemy was in possession of the market place, about one-quarter

of a mile distant.

The attack commenced on shore about 3 a. m. by the enemy upon our troops,

which were defended by the Sachem and Corypheus with great energy; our

troops only replying with musketry, having no artillery. About dawn the

Harriet Lane was attacked, or rather attacked two rebel steamers, one of which,

the Bayou City, was armed with a 68-pounder rifle gun, had two hundred

troops, and was barricaded with cotton bales some twenty feet from the water-

line.

The other, the Neptune, was similarly barricaded, and was armed with two

small brass pieces and one hundred and sixty men, (both were common river

steamers.) The Harriet Lane was under way in time, and went up to the attack

firing her bow gun, which was answered by the rebels, but their 68-pounder

burst at the third fire.

The Harriet Lane ran into the Bayou City, carrying away her wheel-guard,

passed her, and gave her a broadside, which did her little or no damage. The
other rebel steamer then ran into the Harriet Lane, but was so disabled by the

collision that she was soon afterwards obliged to back in the flats, where she

sank in about eight feet of water, near to the scene of action. The Bayou City

turned and ran into the Harriet Lane, and she remained secured to her by catch-

ing under her guard, pouring in incessant volleys of musketry, as did also the

other steamer, which was returned by the Harriet Lane with musketry. This
drove the Harriet Lane's men from her guns, and probably wounded Commander
Wainwright and Lieutenant Commander Lea, the latter mortally. She was
then carried by boarding, by the Bayou City, her commander summoned to

surrender, which he refused, gallantly defending himself with his revolver until

killed. But five of the Harriet Lane's men were killed and five wounded ; one
hundred and ten, exclusive of officers and wounded, were landed on shore,

prisoners. Her commander and first lieutenant were buried on the following

day on shore, in the cemetery, with the honors of war, and her other officers paroled.

The Owasco, which had been anchored below the town, coaling, the night before,

got under way, moved up at the commencement of the attack, and engaged the
enemy's artillery on shore. When it was light enough for her to observe that

there were two rebel steamers alongside the Harriet Lane, she moved up to her
assistance, grounding several times in so doing, (owing to the narrowness of the
channel.) She could only occasionally bring her 11-inch gun to bear. She
was soon driven back by the incessant fire of the enemy's musketry, and when
the howitzers of the Harriet Lane opened on her, she concluded she had been
captured and backed down below the Sachem and Corypheus, continuing her en-

gagement with the enemy on shore. She had all her rifle gun crew wounded
when above, and lost in all one man killed and fifteen wounded. The Clifton,

before the action commenced, went around into Bolivar channel, to render assist-

ance to the Westfield, who had got under way when the rebel steamers were first

discovered. Soon afterwards got hard and fast ashore, at high water, and then
made a signal for assistance. While the Clifton was in the act of rendering
this assistance the flashes of the enemy's guns were first seen in the town.
Commander llenshaw then directed Lieutenant Commander Law to leave him
and to return to the town.

The moon had now gone down, and it became quite dark, yet the Clifton with
some difficulty got around into the other channel, opening the batteries upon Fort
Point, which the rebels now had possession of, shelling them out, and driving

them up the beach as she neared the town. Here she anchored and continued

the engagement, but did not proceed up to the rescue of the Harriet Lane, owing
to the failure of the Owasco, the intricacy of the channel, and the apprehension
of killing the crew of the Harriet Lane, who were then exposed by the rebels on
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her upper deck. It was now about 7.30 a.m. A white flag was hoisted on the

Harriet Lane. A boat bearing a flag of truce, with a rebel officer and an acting

master of the Harriet Lane, came down to the Clifton, informing her commander
of the capture of the Harriet Lane, the death of her commander and first lieu-

tenant, and the killing and wounding of two-thirds of her crew, all of which was
corroborated by the acting master.

Major Smith, their commander, now proposed that our vessels should all sur-

render, and that one should be allowed, with the crews of all, to leave the har-

bor; otherwise, they would proceed down with the Harriet Lane and all their

steamers, (three more of which had appeared in sight after daylight, but were
neither armed nor barricaded,) and proceed to capture the gunboats in line.

Lieutenant Commander Law replied that he was not the commanding officer,

and he c: >uld not imagine that such terms could be accepted ; but that he would
take the acting master of the Harriet Lane and proceed over to the Westfield,

and tender his proposal to Commander Renshaw. This he did, and went in his

own boat. Flags of truce were at this time flying on our vessels, and by the

parties on shore. During the absence of Lieutenant Commander Law, and
under these flags of truce, the rebels coolly made prisoners of our troops on
shore, got more of their artillery into position, and towed the Harriet Lane
alongside the wharf, though it had been understood that everything should

remain in statu quo until an answer should have been received. Commander
Renshaw refused to accede to the proposition, directed Lieutenant Commander
Law to return and get all the vessels out of port as soon as possible, and as he
found he could not get the Westfield afloat, he should blow her up and go on
board the army transports Saxon and M. A. Boardman, which were lying near

him, with his officers and crew.

Upon Lieutenant Commander Law's return to his vessel, he proceeded to

carry out these directions. The flags of truce were hauled down, the enemy
firing upon the vessels as we then left the harbor.

When the Clifton was half-way toward the bar, her commander was informed

by a boat from the Westfield, that in the explosion of that vessel, which they

observed some half hour before, Commander Renshaw, Lieutenant Zimmerman,
Engineer Green, and some ten or fifteen of the crew, had perished, (the explosion

being premature.) Lieutenant Commander Law now being commanding officer,

proceeded to cross his vessels over the bar, and finally concluded to abandon the

blockade altogether, considering the Owasco as his only efficient vessel, and re-

garding her as not equal to resist an attack from the Harriet Lane, should she

come out for that purpose. By 8 p. m. they had all left the blockade, although

the commander of the Clifton had been notified by an officer on board the M. A.
Boardman that another transport would be down within forty-eight hours, and
requested that he would warn her off.

The vessels which were left in possession of the enemy were the Harriet

Lane and two coal barks, the Cavallo and Elias Pike. The only injury sus-

by the Harriet Lane appears to have been from an 11-inch shell under her coun-

ter, fired by the Owasco, and the damage to her guard from the collision.

Very respectfully,

JAMES S. PALMER, Captain.

MELANCTON SMITH, Captain.

L. A. KIMBERLY,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.
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Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 29, 1863.

Sir : I herewith enclose the report of Acting Master J. A. Hanimm, of the

Harriet Lane, by which you will perceive the exaggerations which have been

circulated concerning the defence of that vessel; also, the pusillanimous conduct

of the officer who accompanied the flag of truce, and corroborated to Lieutenant

Commander Law the enemy's statement, that all the officers and crew of the

Harriet Lane had perished save some ten or fifteen persons ; whereas, there

were scarcely that number of killed and wounded. I take it for granted that

of the nine slightly wounded, the greater part amounted to nothing, so that the

testimony of the rebel pilot was very near the truth when he said five killed

and six or eight wounded.
I cannot think but that for the death of Commander Wainwright and Lieu-

tenant Commanding Lee, the vessel would not have been captured. It is diffi-

cult, however, to conceive a more pusillanimous surrender of a vessel to an

enemy already in our power than occurred in the case of the Harriet Lane.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

List of casualties on hoard United States steamer Harriet Lane, at Galveston,

on 1st January, 1863.

Killed,.—J. M. Wainwright, commander; Edward Lee, lieutenant commander,
ex-officer ; Joseph Pollock, landsman ; John Hart, landsman ; Henry Newton,
first-class boy.

Wounded.—Willis F. Monroe, acting master, dangerously; Charles H. Hamil-
ton, acting master, slightly; William Ray, boatswain's mate, slightly; George
W. Davis, master-at-arms, slightly; J. 0. McDermott, seaman, badly; Albert

Sailor, captain forecastle, badly ; Peter Jackson, landsman, badly ; J. C.
Nickle, ordinary seaman, slightly ; Daniel Haggerty, ordinary seaman, badly

;

John Curran, landsman, slightly; David Hern, landsman, badly; James Frazer,

landsman, slightly ; H. Woodfield, ordinary seaman, slightly ; E. F. Kensill,

landsman, slightly ; Robert Cummings, second-class boy, slightly.

Officers held as prisoners of war

;

—J. A. Hannum, acting master; R. J. Rich-
ardson, assistant paymaster ; M. H. Plunkett, second assistant engineer ; C. H.
Stone, second assistant engineer ; T. N. Penrose, assistant surgeon ; John E.
Cooper, third assistant engineer ; R. N. Ellis, third assistant engineer ; A. T.
E. Mullen, third assistant engineer ; Charles M. Davis, acting master's mate

;

J. C. Taplin, paymaster's steward. Eighty-two petty officers and men prisoners.

J. A. HANNUM,
Acting Master, Senior Officer surviving oflate U. S. Steamer Harriet Lane.

Rear-Admiral Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.
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List of the hilled, wounded, and paroled from the Harriet Lane and Queen of
tlie. West.

Flag- Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, March 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose the report of the surgeon of the

Harriet Lane, (A B,) and also a list of officers and men paroled from that vessel,

(C.)

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Casualties on the Harriet Lane.

New Orleans, February 26, 1863.

Sir : You will please find enclosed my official report of the casualties occur-

ring on board of the United States steamer Harriet Lane in the engagement in

Galveston bay, January 1, 1863.

A large majority of those reported as wounded had recovered sufficiently

to be able to travel, by the time we were ordered to prepare for the journey. I

therefore brought them on with me.

Of the four wounded left at the hospital in Houston, three had recovered suf-

ficiently to be able to walk slowly around the hospital grounds. There were
also four sick men left in the hospital. All under the care of Surgeon A. J.

Cummings, of the forty-second regiment Massachusetts volunteers, who agreed to

remain a short time longer with the sick, as he had quite a number of his regi-

ment there, if I would make the journey with all of the men coming home, and
attend to them on the route. And, sir, it was fortunate indeed that there was a

medical officer with them, for it proved, as we feared it would, a journey attended

with much sickness.

Hoping, sir, that the course I have pursued in remaining so long with my
wounded will meet with your approval,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. N. PENROSE, Assistant Surgeon.

New Orleans, February 26, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully report the following casualties occurring on board of the

United States steamer Harriet Lane, in Galveston bay, January 1, 1863 :

Killed.—Commander J. M. Wainwright, killed instantly by musket ball

through brain ; had also three wounds in the left breast and three in left thigh
;

Lieutenant Commander Edward Lee, wounded in abdomen and side—five wounds
in all ; James Pollock, landsman, shot in the head, musket ball ; Henry New-
ton, contraband, shot in the breast, musket ball ; John Hart, landsman, eight

wounds in abdomen, buckshot.

Wounded.—John O. McDermott, seaman, wounded in left thigh, musket ball;

Daniel Hagarty, ordinary seaman, wounded in left thigh, serious ; Peter Jack-

son, landsman, wounded in both legs, slight ; Mr. E. H. Hamilton, acting mas-

ter, slight wound of right arm ; Mr. W. F. Monroe, acting master, severely

wounded in the face with buckshot and ball ; John Nickel, ordinary seaman,
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slight wound in right arm ; Albert Sailor, seaman, slight wound in right arm
;

J. A. Surrington, sail-maker's mate, in head, shoulder, and arm, not severe

;

Henry Wordfield, seaman, slight wound in right arm ; David Heron, landsman,
slight wound in hips ; G. W. Davis, master-at-arms, wound in leg, slight ; R.
Oummings, second-class boy, slight wound in index finger of right hand; James
Frazer, landsman, face, slightly; William Ray, boatswain's mate, face, slightly;

William F. Kensil, landsman, contused wound of the hand ; Edward Vanvel-
ser, landsman, wound in the side, very slight.

Very respectfully,

THOMAS N. PENROSE,
Assistant Surgeon.

Fleet Surgeon J. M. Foltz,
United States Navy, United States Steamship Hartford.

Officers.—L. J. Richardson, assistant paymaster; T. N. Penrose, assistant

surgeon; J. E. Cooper, third assistant engineer; R. N. Ellis, third assistant

engineer; A. T. E. Mullin, third assistant engineer; 0. M. Davis, acting mas-
ter's mate ; J. 0. Taplin, paymaster's steward ; Albert Sailor, captain fore-

castle ; William Leech, cockswain ; John Kear, cockswain ; T. B. Hammon,
quartermaster ; G. W. Davis, master-at-arms ; William Abbott, quarter-gunner

;

William Ray, boatswain's mate ; R. T. Clifford, captain of hold ; J. A. Par-

rington, sailmaker's mate ; William 0. Reiley, surgeon's steward ; Alfred Wal-
ton, captain's cook ; Charles Gibson, ship's cook ; Alexander Conner, boat-

swain's mate \ John Howicks, quarter-gunner ; Joseph Toland, captain fore-

castle.

Seamen.—James Orney, A. T. Paul, John Brewer, Alexander Steele, Charles

Usher, Edward O'Brien.

Ordinary seamen.—Robert Buchanan, C. H. Williams, J. C. Nickle, Joseph
Bootrily, Richard Hann, Carl Wessenfield, Edward Deweman.

Landsmen.—James Furson, William Martin, John Curran, John Budd, J. A.
Marshall, William Metz, Christian Eisenhardt, Joseph Frazer, Henry Gordon,

David Heern, Thomas McCunley, J. H. Schaffer, Joseph Stull, E. F. Kensil,

John Dond, Joseph Clemmens, H. S. Adams, Michael Dorgan, Joseph Curry,

Michael Cormens, E. S. Vaurelson, R. A. Shorte, George O. Simmons, William

A. Conn.
Boys.—Alexander Stephens, William Smith, Robert Cummings, P. N. Curry,

S. S. Jacoby, Frank Munson.
Firemen.—Peter 0. Donohue, first class ; J. H. Hutton, first class ; Thomas

Holton, first class; R. G. Lewis, first class; Jonathan Carlin, first class; James
Blaney, second class ; William Patterson, second class ; Thomas Donovan,
second class ; William Glorms, second class ; Henry Burns, second class.

Coalheavers.—John Delargy, John Foley, Cornelius Leonard, Thomas Gerry,

J. C. Johnson, John Allison, Patrick Donovan, James Falton.

R. J. RICHARDSON, Assistant Paymaster.

List of prisoners of the Harriet Lane, confined at Houston, Texas.

Houston, April 1, 1863.

List of prisoners in confinement in this city, taken on board the United States

steamer Harriet Lane, in Galveston harbor, January 1, 1863 :

J. A. Hannum, acting master; C. H. Hamilton, acting master; M. H. Plunkett,

second assistant engineer; C. H. Stone, second assistant engineer; Daniel Mor-
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ris, carpenter's mate ; John 0. McDermot, seaman ; F. S. Bnrke, yeoman

;

Henry Woodfield, ordinary seaman ; Peter Jackson, ordinary seaman ; Allen

Dodd, landsman; Daniel Haggerty, ordinary seaman: Joseph Cummings, boy;
William Galway, second-class fireman ; Joseph Bently, gunner's mate.

Died in the hospital of disease of the heart : Harry Bross, quartermaster, on
the 12th March.
John La-lone, coalheaver, took the oath of allegiance to the confederacy. Was

released from confinement, and states that he is employed at his trade as a mill-

wright by a private individual.

Colored.—Nicholas Wheeler, coalheaver; Theodore Penn, captain's stew-

ard ; George Brown, captain's cook ; Horace Lukens, boy ; Henry Burrell, boy.

J. A. HANNUM,
Acting Master U. S. N, late U. S. Steamship Harriet Lane.

List of officers and men of the 42d Massachusetts volunteers, confined at Houston,

Texas.

Isaac S. Burrell, colonel ; Ariel I. Cummings, surgeon ; Alfred N. Proctor,

captain ; George Shrive, captain ; Cyrus Savage, captain ; Thaddeus H. New-
comb, lieutenant; William H. Cowdin, lieutenant; Darius F. Eddy, lieutenant;

Samuel F. White, lieutenant ; Benjamin F. Bartlett, lieutenant ; Brown P.

Stowell, lieutenant ; David L. Wentworth, ordnance sergeant ; Samuel R. Her-
sey, private ; Joseph W. D. Parker, private ; Edwin F. Joslynn, private ; J.

0. Shonnessy, private; Frank Morrill, private; Dennis Daley, private; Joseph
McLaughlin, private ; G. F. Veazie, servant, not enlisted ; Charles Amos,
servant to colonel, not enlisted ; Charles F„ Revalson, servant to colonel, not

enlisted.

I. S. BURRELL,
Colonel, i2d Massachusetts Volunteers.

LOSS OF THE U. S. STEAMER HATTER AS.

Flagship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 15, 1863.

Sir : It becomes my painful duty to report still another disaster off Gal-

veston. Immediately upon the arrival at this place of the Clifton, Lieutenant

Commander R. L. Law, after the abandonment of Galveston harbor, I sent down
Commodore Bell with the Brooklyn and six gunboats, as fast as I could get

them off, to retake the place ; but it appears that they had not all arrived up to

the evening of the 11th instant, at which time a sail was discovered in the offing,

and the commodore ordered the Hatteras to chase, which terminated in the

capture of that vessel by a barque-rigged steamer, supposed to be the Alabama,

or 290. For the details of the capture I refer you to the enclosed reports of

Commodore. Bell and Acting Master L. H. Partridge.
# # # # # &'# * #

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy,
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Report from Commodore H. II Bell.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,

Off Galveston, Texas, January 12, 1863.

Sir : I am sorry to inform you that the United States steamer Hatteras,

Lieutenant Commander H. 0. Blake, commanding, was sunk on the night of

the 11th instant by a barque-rigged steamer having a very long mainmast; her

name and nation unknown. I have heard of only six persons escaping from
her, viz : Acting Master Leander H. Partridge, of Orland, Maine ; John Beatty,

ordinary seaman, of Forked River, New Jersey ; George H. Falkinburg, first-

class boy, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; James Wright, seaman, of Troy,
New York ; William Brown, cockswain, of Boston, Massachusetts ; and William
H. Jenkins, ordinary seaman, of Penn's Grove, New Jersey. Their statement

is in substance as follows

:

The Hatteras having been sent in chase, the two vessels encountered at night.

The strange steamer answered to the hail: "Her Majesty's steamer Spitfire."

Captain Blake said he would send a boat on board. The boat was lowered,

and immediately after she left the Hatteras the stranger opened fire, at the dis-

tance of one hundred yards, with three broadside guns. The Hatteras returned

it with spirit, and both vessels steamed ahead, leaving the boat behind. The
firing ceased in fifteen or twenty minutes ; the two vessels were observed to

close, and cheers ensued. The party in the boat, feeling dubious, would not go
alongside, but pulled north, and reached the blockading vessels off Galveston
next morning.

Acting Master Leander H. Partridge has been permitted to proceed in the

Clifton to New Orleans to report to you in person. The sailors are on board
this ship.

At 3 p.m. yesterday, 11th, the Hatteras was sent in chase of a sail which was
reported from mast-head. She was seen last after sunset, about twelve miles

distant, bearing south. At 7.15 flashes were seen in that direction, and the

sound of heavy guns heard—heavier than any carried by the Hatteras. It

lasted for near twenty minutes. The wind being light from S.SE., I judged
the firing to be sixteen miles distant.

At 7.30 the Brooklyn was under way, steering south \ east, in the direction

of the flashes seen. At the same time the Sciota steered S.SE., and the Cayuga
south by west. The Brooklyn cruised on several courses as far as sixty-three

miles south of Galveston in search of the combatants, supposing the enemy to

be the 290. Returning, I reached this bar at 3 p. m. to-day. About 11 o'clock

a. m. I discovered two masts of a sunken vessel standing out of water; the
tops and gaves were awash ; topmasts up, and a United States naval pendant
gaily flying from the main truck.

No ensign was found. The hurricane deck was adrift. The wreck was
recognized as the Hatteras by certain marks which the Brooklyn's head gnys
made upon her hurricane house in the river a short time ago. She lies in nine
and a half fathoms water, about twenty miles south true from Galveston light-

house. I should think there would be no difficulty in raising her if she be
taken in hand immediately. I picked up three of her boats a few miles to the
northward of her. I hastened off the Clifton to apprize you of the presence in
the Gulf of this dangerous enemy. He has probably destroyed numerous ves-
sels in the track between Key West and New Orleans, and doubtless inteuds
to sweep away the blockading vessels of inferior force along the whole extent
of the Gulf coast, trusting to his celerity of movement.

Three or four vessels like the Oneida thrown into the Yucatan channel im-
mediately would probably intercept him. The gunboats are not a match for

him in force or speed.
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The Clifton and New London were left to blockade during the absence of

the other vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL, Commodore.
Rear Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding W. G. B. Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report from Acting Master L. II Partridge.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,
Galveston, January 12, 1863.

Sir: A strange sail heaving in sight off this place on the 11th, the Hat-
teras was signalized to go in chase. We soon made the sail out to be a barque-

rigged steamer, apparently endeavoring to escape us. We continued to gain on

her gradually until about 6.30 p. m., when we seemed to come up with her very

fast.

All hands were at quarters, and everything ready for action at least twenty
minutes before we came within hail, when Captain Blake asked, "What ship is

that? " I understood the answer to be, "Her Majesty's ship Spitfire." Captain

Blake then said: " I will send a boat on board." I was ordered to take charge

of a boat.

I had not moved one boat's length from the ship when the enemy opened fire

on the Hatteras, which was immediately returned by the Hatteras. Both
steamers then started ahead at full speed, exchanging broadsides for about fifteen

minutes, when the firing ceased with great guns, but I heard a volley of mus-
ketry, which I thought was from both ships, they not being over one hundred
yards apart at any time during the action.

I then discovered that the Hatteras had stopped, and was apparently blowing

off steam ; but it might have been the steam escaping from some injury during

the action.

I also saw the enemy steam up alongside of the Hatteras, and, as I supposed,

board her; it being dark, I could not see the men, but I heard the cheering

distinctly. Up to this time I had been following the vessel, endeavoring to get

on board, but was not able to do so. I now became satisfied that the Hatteras

had been captured, and, not knowing whether the fleet could see us or not, we
being some twenty miles from them, I thought it my duty to get back as soon

as possible. Although I had no compass, I arrived here safe this morning at

daylight.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. H. PARTRIDGE,
Acting Master, United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Western Gulf Squadron.

Report of Commodore Bell to the Secretary of the Navy.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,

Off Galveston, Texas, January 13, 1863.

Sir : It is my painful duty to inform you that the United States steamer

Hatteras, Lieutenant Commander Homer C. Blake, commanding, was sunk at 7

o'clock p. m. on the 11th instant, by a barque-rigged steamer, long mainmast and
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fore-and-aft mainsail. I despatched her at 3 p. m. to examine a sail which was
seen in the offing from the mast-heads. The Hatteras was about twelve miles

distant at dusk. At 7.15 heavy firing was heard and flashes seen, bearing S.JE.,
and judged to be sixteen miles distant. The Brooklyn, Sciota, and Cayuga
proceeded immediately in the direction of the flashes ; the Brooklyn steering

S.JE., the Sciota S.SE., and the Cayuga S. by W., hoping to intercept one or

the other of the vessels engaged. The Brooklyn ran thirty miles in the direc-

tion of the flashes, and cruised to the southward and westward thereof until 7.30

a. m. on the 12th; having seen nothing, and being sixty-three miles distant from

Galveston, I returned to that bar. About twenty miles from Galveston light I

discovered the mast-heads of the Hatteras standing upright and out of water,

tops and gaves awash, the hurricane deck adrift, and exhibiting a chafe received

from the head of this ship, with which she came in collision on the 4th instant

in the Mississippi; by this mark alone was the wreck identified as that of the

United States steamer Hatteras. She lies in nine and a half fathoms water.

At daylight on the 12th Acting Master Leander H. Partridge, with five of the

crew of the Hatteras, viz : John Beatty, ordinary seaman, of Forked River,

New Jersey; George H. Falkinberg, first-class boy, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania; James Wright, seaman, of Troy, New York; William Brown, cockswain,

of Boston, Massachusetts ; and William H. Jenkins, ordinary seaman, of Penn's-

Grove, New Jersey, safely reached the blockading vessels in one of that vessel's

boats. Mr. Partridge made a statement as follows

:

The stranger was barque-rigged ; her mainmast very long, and had fore-and-aft

mainsail. She was under sail until the vessels encountered, then all sails were
furled. Late in the day, Hatteras made signal that the stranger was a suspicious

vessel. The signal was not seen by the squadron. The stranger replied to-

Captain Blake's hail, " Her Majesty's steamer Spitfire." Captain Blake said,

"I don't understand you;" and the stranger replied, "I don't understand you."

Captain Blake then said he "would send a boat on board;" and Acting Master
Partridge and the boat's crew referred to left the Hatteras to board her. The
boat had barely shoved off when the stranger opened fire with three broadside

guns, at the distance of one hundred yards. The Hatteras promptly responded,

and both vessels steamed ahead, leaving the boat astern. The firing was kept

up for fifteen or twenty minutes. The Hatteras seemed to let off steam. The
vessels then closed; pistol shots and cheers were heard, and Mr. Partridge, not

knowing the result of the fight, steered his boat for the blockade. I have sent

Acting Master Leander H. Partridge to New Orleans to report to the Admiral,

and transferred the five men to the Sciota.

Impressed with the importance of communicating this information to the

Admiral immediately, I despatched the steamer Clifton to New Orleans with
letters for that officer.*********

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL, Commodore.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report ofLieutenant Commander II. C. Blake, of the destruction of the Hatteras*.

United States Consulate,
Kingston, Jamaica, January 21, 1863.

Sir : It is my painful duty to inform the department of the destruction of the
United States steamer Hatteras, recently under my command, by the confed-
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erate steamer Alabama, on the night of the 11th instant, off the coast of Texas
The circumstances of the sad disaster are as follows

:

Upon the afternoon of the 11th instant, at 3^ o'clock, while at anchor in com-
pany with the fleet under Commodore Bell, off 'Galveston, Texas, I was ordered,

by a signal from the United States flag-ship Brooklyn, to chase a sail to the

southward and eastward. I got under way immediately, and steamed with all

speed in the direction indicated.

After some time the strange sail could be seen from the Hatteras, and was
ascertained to be a steamer, which fact I communicated to the flag-ship by sig-

nal. I continued the chase and rapidly gained upon the suspicious vessel.

Knowing the slow rate of speed of the Hatteras, I at once suspected that decep-

tion was being practised, and hence ordered the ship to be cleared for action,

with everything in readiness for a determined attack and a vigorous defence.

When within about four miles of the vessel I observed that she had ceased to

steam, and was lying "broadside on" awaiting us. It was nearly 7 o'clock, and
quite dark ; but notwithstanding the obscurity of the night, I felt assured from
the general character of the vessel and her manoeuvring that I should soon

encounter the rebel steamer Alabama.
Being able to work but four guns upon one side of the Hatteras, two short

32-pounders, one 30-pounder rifle Parrott gun, and one 20-pounder rifle gun, I

concluded to close with her in order that my guns might be effective, if neces-

sary. I came within easy speaking range, about seventy-five yards, and upon
asking " What steamer is that?" received the answer, ''Her Britannic Majesty's

ship Vixen." I replied that I would send a boat aboard, and immediately

gave the order. In the mean time both vessels were changing their posi-

tions, the stranger endeavoring to gain a desirable position for a raking fire.

Almost simultaneously with the "piping away" of the boat the strange craft

replied, "We are the confederate steamer Alabama," which was accompanied

by a broadside. I at the same moment returned the fire. Being well aware of

the many vulnerable points of the Hatteras, I hoped by closing with the Alabama
to be able to board her, and thus rid the seas of this piratical craft. I steamed
directly for the Alabama, but she was enabled by her great speed, and the

foulness of the bottom of the Hatteras, and consequently her diminished speed,

to thwart my attempt when I had gained a distance of but thirty yards from

her. At this range musket and pistol shots were exchanged; the firing con-

tinued with great vigor on both sides. At length a shell entered amidships in

the hold, setting fire to it, and at the same instant, as I can hardly divide the

time, a shell passed through the "sickbay," exploding in an adjoining com-

partment, also producing fire; another entered the cylinder, filling the engine-

room and deck with steam, and depriving me of all power to manoeuvre the

vessel, or to work the pumps, upon which the reduction of the fire depended.

With the vessel on fire in two places and beyond human power, a hopeless

wreck upon the water, with her walking beam shot away and her engine rendered

useless, I still maintained an active fire with a double hope of disabling the

Alabama and of attracting the attention of the fleet off Galveston, which was
only twenty-eight miles distant. It was soon reported to me that shells had
entered the Hatteras at the water-line, tearing off entire sheets of iron, and that

the water was rushing in, utterly defying every attempt to remedy the evil, and
that she was rapidly sinking.

Learning this melancholy truth, and observing that the Alabama was on my
port bow entirely beyond range of my guns, doubtlessly preparing for a raking

fire of the decks, I felt that I had no right to sacrifice uselessly, and without

any desirable result, the lives of all under my command.
To prevent the blowing up of the Hatteras from the fire which was making

much progress, I ordered the magazine to be flooded, and afterward a lee gun to



REPORT OF THE SECRETAEY OF THE NAVY. 323

be fired. The Alabama then asked if assistance was desired, to which an affirm-

ative answer was given.

The Hatteras was now rapidly going down, and in order to save the lives of

my officers and men, I caused the armament on the port side to be thrown over-

board. Had I not done so, I am confident that the vessel would have gone

down with many brave hearts and valuable lives. After considerable delay,

caused by a report that a steamer was seen coming from Galveston, the Alabama
sent us assistance, and I have the pleasure to inform the department that every

living being was conveyed safely from the Hatteras to the Alabama.

Ten minutes after leaving the Hatteras she went down bow first, with her

pennant at her mast-head, and all her muskets and stores of every character, the

enemy not being able, owing to her rapid sinking, to obtain a single weapon.

The battery upon the Alabama brought into action against the Hatteras num-
bered seven guns, consisting of four long 32-pounders, one 100-pounder rifled

gun, one 68-pounder, and one 24-pounder rifled gun.

The great superiority of the Alabama, with her powerful battery, and her

machinery, &c, under the water-line, must be at once recognized by the depart-

ment, who are familiar with the construction of the Hatteras, and her total

unfitness for a contest with a regularly built vessel-of-war. The distance

between the Hatteras and the Alabama during the action varied from twenty-five

to one hundred yards. Nearly fifty shots were fired from the Hatteras, and I

presume a greater number from the Alabama.
I desire to refer to the efficient and active manner in which Acting Master

Henry Porter, executive officer, performed his duty. The conduct of Assistant

Surgeon Edward S. Matthews, both during the action and afterwards, in atten-

tion to the wounded, demands my unqualified commendation. I would also

bring to the favorable notice of the department Acting Master's Mate F. J.

McGrath, temporarily performing duty as gunner. Owing to the darkness of

the night and the peculiar construction of the Hatteras, I am able only to refer

to the conduct of those officers who came under my especial attention ; but from

the character of the contest and the amount of damage done to the Alabama, I

have personally no reason to believe that any officer failed in his duty. To the

men of the Hatteras I cannot give too much praise, their enthusiasm and bravery

was of the highest order.

I enclose the report of Assistant Surgeon Edward S. Matthews, by which
you will observe that five men were wounded and two killed ; the missing, it is

hoped, have reached the fleet at Galveston. I shall communicate to the depart-

ment, in a separate report, the movements of myself and command from the

time of our transfer to the Alabama until the departure of the earliest mail from
this place to the United States.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. C. BLAKE,
Lieutenant Commander United States Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, W ashington, D. C.

Assistaiit Surgeon E. S. Matthcivs's report of casualties.

United States Consulate,
Kingston, Jamaica, January 21, 1S63.

Sir: I have to report to you the annexed list of casualties, as resulting from
our recent brilliant, but disastrous, engagement with the rebel steamer Alabama

.

John C. Cleary, fireman, Ireland, killed; William Healy, fireman, Ireland
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killed; Edward McGowen, fireman, Ireland, severe wound of thigh; John
White, first-class hoy, Ireland, slight wound of leg; Edward Matlack, carpen-

ter's mate, Delaware, slight wound of hand ; Christopher Steptourtch, seaman,

Austria, slight wound of back ; Patrick Kane, landsman, Ireland, slight wound
of leg. Acting Master Partridge and five men are missing, all of whom, we
may hope, have reached the fleet at Galveston. The wounded are in a favora-

ble condition, and will soon be able to return to duty in the service of their

country.

Although destitute (owing to the rapid sinking of the Hatteras) of medicines,

and even of sufficient covering for the wounded, yet no difficulty was experi-

enced in their proper treatment. An ample supply of medicines and surgical

appliances were placed at my disposal, by the medical officers of the Alabama,
for the use of the sick and wounded of the Hatteras.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDW. S. MATTHEWS,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Lieut. Com'dr H. 0. Blake,
Late Commanding United States Steamer Hatteras.

Additional report of Lieutenant Commander H. C. Blake.

United States Consulate,
Kingston, Jamaica, January 22, 1863.

Sir: I had the honor to communicate to the department, under date of 21st

of" January, a detailed account of the loss of the United States steamer Hat-

teras, in action with the rebel steamer Alabama. I have now the honor to in-

form the department that, after the transfer of myself and command from the

United States steamer Hatteras to the rebel steamer Alabama, the officers wrere

allowed the liberty of the vessel, after signing the usual parole, and the men
placed in irons. After a stormy voyage of nine days, we arrived at Port

Royal, Jamaica. As soon as permission could be obtained from the authorities,

we were placed ashore by Commander Semmes, at Port Royal, and were, with

all despatch, conveyed in small boats from Port Royal to Kingston, under the

guidance of the American vice-consul, John N. Camp.
The condition of officers and men was truly pitiable ; neither saved a single

article of clothing, and many had not sufficient to protect their bodies from the

inclemency of the weather. Landed on an unfriendly shore, in a state of abject

destitution, that should have commanded the sympathy of avowed enemies, we
felt keenly the unkind criticisms of those who profess to have no dislike for

our government or its people.

Under these circumstances, in order to maintain the health of officers and
men, I have had no choice but to supply their urgent necessities, and to draw
upon the Navy Department for funds.

Much credit is due to United States Vice-Consul John N. Camp, to whose
prompt action we are indebted for an immediate amelioration of our condition.

Peeling the necessity of reaching the United States at the earliest oppor-

tunity, I have chartered, under the directions of the American vice-consul, an

American ship, Borodino, commanded by Master Flowers. I shall call at Key
West, so that the men may be supplied with clothing, and shall use every ex-

ertion to reach the United States without delay.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

H. C. BLAKE,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary United States Navy, Washington, D. C.
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REAE-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT REPORTS DEATH OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
THOMAS BUCHANAN McKEAN, AND ENGAGEMENT AT BAYOU TECHE.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 15, 1863.

Sir : It becomes my painful duty to report to you the death of Lieutenant

Commander Thomas McKean Buchanan, who lost his life yesterday (January

14) in an attack upon the rebel steamer Cotton, and the batteries erected at the

obstructions in the river Teche.

The Calhoun lost also two men, and had five wounded.
Lieutenant Commander Buchanan was one of our most gallant and persever-

ing young officers. He informed me two days ago that he thought the enemy
was about to make an attack on him, and that he would anticipate them. In
reply to my letter, in which I enjoined him to do his whole duty on this occa-

sion, he assured me that I need give myself no uneasiness upon that score, as

they had all determined to go down rather than surrender. It appears, how-
ever, that he lost his life by pushing forward, according to General Weitzel's

account, too recklessly; but his efforts were fully successful, and drove the

enemy from his positions, as will be seen by the reports of Lieutenant Com-
mander A. P. Cooke and General "Weitzel, copies of which are hereto appended.
Our forces are now endeavoring to pull up the obstructions and follow the

Cotton up the Teche.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Major General Banks's Report.

New Orleans, January 15, 1863.

My Dear Sir : General Weitzel telegraphs that Lieutenant Commander
Buchanan was killed yesterday by a shot from a rifle pit. He speaks of it as

the result of a rash act in advancing, the only fault of a very brave and honor-
able man. There were three men killed yesterday, and some wounded. I hope
to hear further to-day from the general, and will send you information. The
ammunition requested by General Weitzel was forwarded this morning at 5
o'clock. Steamers have also been sent to Berwick's bay for transportation of

bis troops in case of accident.

Very truly yours,

N. P. BANKS,
Major General Commanding.

Admiral Farragut,
United States ship Hartford, New Orleans.

Headquarters, Department of the Gulf, 11.20 p. m.,

Headquarters Reserve Brigade on the Field, 4 miles above Pattersonville.

Sir: Left Brashear City yesterday at 11 o'clock, sailed nine (9) miles up
Teche, cavalry and artillery marching on west bank, landed and marched up
Bayou two (2) miles, then bivouacked within sight of rebel gunboat Cotton.
This morning resumed march, and threw skirmishers on bank of bayou to pick
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off Cotton gunners. They did this in fine style, completely silencing her. We
also drove back and silenced small field battery of enemy. Lieutenant Com-
manding Buchanan, advancing too hastily, was killed by shot from rifle pit.

IS aval officers report it a week's labor to remove obstructions on Teche. We
are one mile above obstructions, and in front of us are field fortifications. We
get information of ten (10) guns, eleven hundred (1,100) infantry, and one thou-

sand (1,000) cavalry. Our loss in skirmishing yesterday, one killed and one

wounded; to-day, three (3) killed and fourteen (14) wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier General, United States Volunteers.

Major General Banks.

Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke's Rejiort.

Department of the Gulf,
United States Military Telegraph Office,

New Orleans, January 14, 1863.

[By telegraph from gunboat Estrella, Bayou Teche.]

Sir : We attacked the enemy in Bayou Teche this morning, supported by
General Weitzel's brigade, and succeeded in driving them away from their posi-

tions at the obstructions, after a sharp engagement of about two (2) hours. I

have to report the death of Captain Buchanan and two (2) of his men by Minnie
balls from rifle pits; also Acting Master A. S. Wiggins, severely wounded
through the shoulder, and Acting Ensign Foster through the cheek. The Cal-

houn, also, had five men wounded by Minnie balls. No serious injury received

by the vessels. We are now endeavoring to remove the obstructions. I will

forward to you by railroad, to-morrow, the remains of Captain Buchanan.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. COOKE,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
United btates ship Hartford, off New Orleans.

Casualties during engagement at Bayou Teche.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 26, 1863.

Sir : The following is a list of the killed and wounded in the fleet during the

engagement at Bayou Teche, on the 14th instant, viz:

Steamer Calhoun.—Killed: Lieutenant Commander Thos. McKean Bu-
chanan, shot through the head ; William Neilson, landsman, shot with Minnie
rifle; Charles Davigh, seaman, shot with Minnie rifle. Wounded: Henry D.
Foster, acting ensign, shot in chest, severely ; William Adams, seaman, shot in

left elbow, severely; James Williams, seaman, shot in leg, severely; John
Lewis, seaman, shot in leg, severely; George Perkins, seaman, shot in spine,

slightly; George Riley, landsman, shot in leg, slightly.

Steamer Kinsmaiv.— Wounded: Acting Master A. S. Wiggins; Minnie rifle
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ball passed through arm and shoulder joint, very severe. Total—killed, three;

wounded, seven.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ,
Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

CAPTURE OF UNITED STATES SHIP MORNING LIGHT AND UNITED STATES
fcCHOONER VELOCITY.

No. 31.] Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, January 29, 1863.

Sir : I have received despatches from Commodore Bell and Lieutenant Com-
mander Read, on the coast of Texas, extracts and copies of which I herewith

enclose, by which you will see that our disasters on that coast are not yet

ended.

As I had already anticipated, it appears that the enemy came out of Sabine

Pass with two cotton- fortified steamers, on a calm morning, and ran out to sea some
twelve or fourteen miles to where the Morning Light was ; the latter soon got

under way, but by the rebel account (and we have no other) they gave chase,

soon came up with and captured her, without losing a man. The same course

of non-resistance appears to have been pursued by the officers and crew of that

vessel as was pursued by those of the Westfield and Harriet Lane. The
schooner Velocity was soon made also to surrender, and was taken into port.

I am very thankful that they did not get the guns of the Morning Light, as

it would have enabled them to erect a battery of great strength in such a shal-

low pass.

You will notice that the guns of the Morning Light were loaded and went off

when they became heated, by which circumstance I judge the men did not

even fire their last charge, but surrendered without a struggle.

I am pleased to see, by Commodore Bell's report, that the Harriet Lane is still

in Galveston harbor, although they have tried to impress us with the idea that

she had run out during the last gale, which is now known not to be the case.

All of which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,

1). G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.—I have just learnt that the Morning Light was captured in a dead
calm by the steamer coming up astern of her.

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Extractfrom report of Commodore H. H. Bell.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,
Off Galveston, January 24, 1863.

Sir : * * * * The steamer Tennessee, Acting Master Childs,.

commanding, arrived here at 3 a. m. 23d from Sabine Pass, and reported that

the rebels there have captured the United States ship Morning Light. At 6.30
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a. m. I sent Commander Read in the New London, and Lieutenant Commander
McDermot in the Cayuga, to recapture or destroy her. They have not yet been
heard from. I shall be under the necessity of keeping them there until ordered
otherwise.

Very respectfully, &c,

H. H. BELL, Commodore.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut, fyc, fyc, fyc.

Extractfrom report of Commodore H. H. Bell.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,

Off Galveston, January 25, 1862.

Sir : I am very confident that the Harriet Lane is within Galveston waters.

The sea broke heavily on the 18th and 19th from one end of the shoals to the

other, and nothing drawing over six feet water could have possibly crossed the

bar, and nothing could have passed through the gunboats anchored there without
being seen, although the night was very dark. Subsequently the officers accom-
panying the flags of truce tried to create the impression that she is out, one of

them saying so plainly. I don't believe it.

This morning Lieutenant Mitchell reported that he could see a square-rigged

vessel, sails loosed, from the maintopmast head, which he takes to be the Harriet

Lane. She lies beyond the upper harbor, in the direction of Virginia Point,

and was doubtless carried over the shoal water by the rise during the heavy
easterly weather.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL, Commodore.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding TV. G. Blockading Squadron,
United States Ship Hartford, New Orleans, Louisia?ia.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Aimer Read.

United States Steamer New London,

Off Sabine, Sabine Pass, January 26, 1863.

Sir: On the morning of the 23d instant I was ordered, in company with

the gunboat Cayuga, to proceed with all possible despatch to Sabine Pass,

Commodore Bell having received information that the ship Morning Light and
schooners Rachael Seaman and Velocity, blockading there, had been captured

by the rebels. We got under way about daybreak. At half past 12 m. on the

23d we discovered the Morning Light, and soon after saw a steamboat leave

her and stand into the pass. Simultaneous with the departure of the steam-

boat saw a dense smoke rising from the ship.

I ordered the Cayuga, being the fastest vessel, to go ahead with all speed

and save the Morning Light, if possible. On our nearer approach we discov-

ered that her sails were loosed, jibs up, the ship before the wind and heading

toward the pass, and in flames fore and aft as high as the foretop. At twenty-

five minutes before three, the mizzenmast and maintopmast fell over the- side.

At 3 p. m. arrived near the burning wreck, sent a boat to make examination,

and found it utterly impossible to do anything to save the Morning Light.

The fire was started in the after part of the ship. The enemy towed her into

ten feet of water, perhaps with the hope of getting her over the bar into the

pass.
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Four of her guns were discharged by the heat, three on the port side and one

on the starboard side, the latter having fallen into the hold, and the shot coming-

out just above her copper, our boat being near at the time. Two of her shells

exploded.

The enemy had undoubtedly removed the powder from the magazine, as no

explosion took place except the guns and shell. I do not think the enemy
took any of her guns, as we saw seven, and the eighth may have fallen into

the hold, as the deck was much caved in when our boat reached her.

The wreck of the Morning Light, showing nothing but her stern and stern-

posts, And a large iron water-tank nearly amidships, now lies in ten feet water,

on the outer edge of the bar, bearing from the light-house northwest, distant

about four miles. Her bower anchor and chains can be got: also a large anchor,

showing the ring awash about the fore hatch. We saved one top-gallantsail

and one royal, also a top-gallant and royal yard. Nearly all her spars are so

charred or burned so badly as to be useless. All that can be, I will have
saved. Four of her boats which we saw were stove.

As to the schooners Rachael Seaman and Velocity, the former, I learned, had
escaped ; the latter was captured with the Morning Light.

On Friday, the 23d, I saw four steamboats lying at Sabine City, and on
Saturday, the 24th, six; two of them, as I have learned, are barricaded with

cotton, and mount three guns each, one a sixty-pounder. The pilot who ac-

companied us, and who has considerable knowledge of this place, informs me
that there are five steamboats,in Sabine river and one sea-going steamer. My
intention was to cross the bar and go up to Sabine City, and, if possible, de-

stroy the enemy's steamboats or other vessels they may have in their posses-

sion, but on Saturday morning I sounded the bar in company with the pilot,

and did not find water sufficient to cross. I will watch the tide, and make
another attempt to go over and, if possible, accomplish my object.

At Sabine City the rebels have two companies of cavalry of eighty men
each, and two companies of infantry of about one hundred men each.

Captain Childs, of the "Tennessee," by whom I send this despatch, will

inform you of some items of personal interest.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. READ, Lieutenant Commanding.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding W. G. B. Squad/on, Flag-ship Hartford.

Report of Acting Master Dillingham.

Houston, April 1, 1863.

Sir : I forward you a list of the officers and privates captured on the United
States ship Morning Light and schooner Velocity, included. Enclosed is also

a list of the officers and privates of the United States steamer Harriet Lane,
and the 42d regiment Massachusetts volunteers; and would beg to call your
earliest attention to have us exchanged via Galveston and Mississippi river,

instead of overland via Alexandria, as many of our men are partially invalided

and not capable of making the journey.

I have forwarded a list of our names to Major Watts, the confederate agent

for exchange of prisoners at Port Hudson, and am advised to ask your assist-

ance in having the exchange effected as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN DILLINGHAM,
Acting Master (J. S. N., late Comd'g U. S. Ship Morning Light.

Com. H. H. Bell.

22 iv
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List of officers and men of United States skip Morning Light, captured.

John Dillingham, acting master, commanding; Henry H. Washburn, acting

master and ex-officer; George H. Rice, John L. Chambers, acting master's

mates ; Henry L. Van Wyck, paymaster's steward ; J. W. Shrify, surgeon
;

George H. Abbott, yeoman ; W. J. R. Clark, surgeon's steward ; John Morri-

son, John H. Williams, boatswain's mates ; William Campbell, captain fore-

castle ; William Jenkins, captain maintop ; Daniel George, captain foretop

;

Peter Le Prevost, captain after guard ; John Bowen, Antonio Galusha, cock-

swains ; Thomas Shepherd, John P. Lind, quartermasters ; Joseph Little, mas-
ter-at-arms ; John McClennan, captain of hold ; Charles Thomas, gunner's

mate ; James H. Warden, quarter-gunner
; John T. Griffith, carpenter's mate;

John Halsey, captain forecastle ; Morris E. Lyons, captain's steward ; Joseph

C. Shorter, (negro,) wardroom steward ; James Johnson, (negro,) wardroom cook;

Timothy Baldwin, ship's cook ; Alphonso Matthews, Edward Noble, William
Thomas, John S. Taplin, Henry R. Snyder, Daniel Illingworth, Daniel Burke,

George Dawson, John Williams, 2d, John D. Oliver, Michael Sugrue, W. H.
H. Gilbert, Augustus Johnson, F. A. Van Ronk, Charles Ryan, Joseph Haf-

ley, Francis Murray, Henry D. Buck, Charles Baxter, John Dickson, George
Owen, William Sweeney, Charles Moseley, Henry Newell, Charles Lane, sea-

men ; James Mason, James Redan, (negro,) James H. Collins, George F. Mi-
tus, William Ferry, Michael Boyle, Benjamin Dummond, (negro,) James Col-

lins, M. F. Wilson, Thomas Eagan. Michael Kenney, Lawrence Bartley,

William Brock, O. A. Coburn, Archy McAntherr, C. B. Trudy, John Ryan,
ordinary seamen ; John McNulty, James Patterson, (negro,) W. T. O'Brien,

Henry Bartlett, Peter Keenan, W. L. G. Smith, (negro.) J. H. Cleggett, (ne-

gro,) Augustus Wade, Edward Williams, (negro, ) Isaac Stubbs, (negro,) David
Saterheld, (negro,) Joseph Plumber, (negro,) William Barnett, C. K. Bliss, W.
H. Blaney, James Duffy, John Soshia, (negro,) Edmund Care, (negro,) landsmen

;

George H. Travis, Patrick Monon, M. C. Pulson, first-class boys ; A. J. Sey-

mour, Alexander Wilson, (both negroes,) second-class boys ; Boson Davis,

Jerry Chambers, Robert Green, Fray Francois, Philip Soshia, Bazil Soshia,

James Soshia, (died in Houston, March 21, 1863,) Gustian Louisianna, Wil-

liam Dread, Jerry Walker, Archy Vanse, Anderson Shields, Robert Johnson,

George Bryan, (all negroes,) third-class boys. Patrick Ferlin, ordinary sea-

man, killed in action January 21, 1863 ; A. W. Marshall, ordinary seaman,

died from wound in brain January 27, 1863.

N. W. HAMMOND,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Co?nd'g U. S. Schooner Velocity.

Total number of officers and men now in Houston, 107.

JOHN DILLINGHAM,
Acting Master U. S N., late Comd'g U. S. Ship Morning Light.

BLOCKADE OF GALVESTON AND SABINE PASS.

Report of Commodore H. H. Bell.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,

Off Galveston, January 31, 1863.

Sir : I send Midshipman H. T. Grafton in charge of my despatches by the

brigantine Young America.

You will please observe, by the pointed proclamations which I enclose here-
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with, that General Magruder makes a great point of his having temporarily

raised the blockade of this port and Sabine Pass ; that he also claims to have

driven off our force from Lavaca and broken the blockade there ; also that Ve-
lasco is not blockaded.

Yon are already in possession of all the facts connected with the restoration

of the blockade of this port and Sabine Pass, and know how far it is perfect.

It is not true that he drove off the force from Lavaca. The schooner Kitta-

tinny, blockading that port, appeared off here on the morning of the 23d,

bound for Pensacola, and I ordered her back immediately, to resume the block-

ade there until she shall be relieved.

Acting Master Lamson, commanding, informed me that there was only one
steamboat in those waters—an old iron boat.

The port of Velasco is forty miles distant from this, and is not blockaded, as

the proclamation states, on account of a want of vessels, the Arthur being on
duty off Aransas. Lieutenant Commander Read having reported six steamers

to be in preparation at Sabine Pass to attack him, I sent the Katahdin to him,

on the 29th, for two or three days. The New London and Cayuga should sus-

tain the attack of any force which the enemy could send out from Sabine.

The transactions on the coast since the 1st instant make it apparent that sail-

ing vessels alone cannot maintain their position off a blockaded port having
steamers. They may serve for cruising off the coast after sailing vessels run-

ning the blockade ; but lying to an anchor off a port only subjects them to cap-

ture. Therefore the blockade of these ports can be made effective by steamers

only
; in fact, we can make no show without them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL, Commodore.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Comd'g W. G. B. Squadron, U. S. Ship Hartford, New Orleans, La

Report of Rear-Admiral Farragutforwarding proclamations of General Ma-
gruder and Commodore Bell.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, February 24, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose a proclamation of the rebel Gen-
eral Magruder, declaring the coast of Texas open to trade ; also a counter pro-

clamation from Commodore Bell. Copies of this latter have been furnished the

foreign consuls at Galveston, and also to the United States consul general at

Havana.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas,
Galveston, January 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward to you, through Major Von Harton, Con-
federate States artillery, and 1st Lieutenant Franklin, my assistant adjutant
general, the private property of the late Commodore Wainwright, found on
board the Harriet Lane.
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Also three proclamations from Major General J. Bankhead Magrader, by
whom I am instructed to notify you that vessels loaded with cotton have sailed

to foreign ports from the several ports mentioned in said proclamations.

The only buoy removed by us
7 as has been ascertained after strict inquiry,

shall be replaced as near as possible to^ the place from which it was taken. I

would respectfully repeat that the buoy stranded west of Fort Point was washed
off during the gale eight or ten days ago.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

X. B. DEBRAY,
Colonel Com'dg East Sub-District of Texas.

Commodore H. H. Bell,
Commanding U. S. Forces off Galveston Island.

Proclamation.

Houston, January 20, 1863.

Whereas the port of Valasco, on the Brazos river in Texas, has ceased to be
actually blockaded by the forced withdrawal of the enemy's fleet from the same,
I hereby issue this proclamation, inviting friendly neutral nations to resume
commercial intercourse with this port until an actual blockade has been re-estab-

lished with the usual notice demanded by the law of nations.

J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER,
Major General Com'dg Dist. Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

Official

:

H. M. STANARD, Aide-de-Camp.
Commodore Bell,

Commanding Squadron off' Galveston.

Proclamation.

Houston, January 20, 1863.

Whereas the port of Yalasco, on the coast of Texas, has ceased to be actually

blockaded by the forced withdrawal of the enemy's fleet from the same, I hereby

issue this proclamation, inviting friendly neutral nations to resume commercial in-

tercourse with this port until an actual blockade has been re-established with the

usual notice demanded by law of nations.

J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER,
Major General Com'dg Dist. Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.

Official

:

H. M. STANARD, Aide-de-Camp.
Commodore Bell,

Commanding Federal Squadron off Galveston.
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Proclamation.

Houston, January 21, 1863.

Whereas the port of Sabine Pass, in Texas, has ceased to be actually block-

aded by the capture of the enemy's fleet near the same, 1 hereby issue this

proclamation, inviting friendly neutral nations to resume commercial intercourse

with this port until an actual blockade has been re-established with the usual

notice demanded by the law of nations.

J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER,
Major General, Com'dg Dist. Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.

Official

:

H. M. STANARD, Aide-de-Camp.

Commodore Bell,
Commanding Federal Squadron off Galveston.

United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn,

Off Galveston, January 20, 1863.

Whereas a proclamation, dated Galveston, Texas, January 4, 1863, and
signed by J. Bankhead Magruder, major general commanding, declares the

said port of Galveston to be open for trade with all friendly nations, and invites

their merchants to resume their usual commercial intercourse with the said port

of Galveston : therefore the undersigned hereby warns all concerned that the

port of Galveston, and also Sabine Pass, as well as the whole coast of Texas,
are under an actual blockade by a sufficient force of United States vessels, and
any merchant vessel appearing off the aforesaid ports, or attempting to pass out

from the said ports under any pretext whatever, will be captured, notwithstanding

the aforesaid proclamation, and sent into an open port of the United States for

adjudication.

H. H. BELL,
Commodore, Com'dg U. S. Forces off Galveston and the Coast of Texas.

REAR-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT ENCLOSES REPORTS OF THE LOSS OF GUNBOAT
COLONEL KINSMAN.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
New Orleans, February 26, 1863.

Sir : I regret to have to report the loss of the gunboat Colonel Kinsman,
which struck a snag in Berwick bay, and, although run ashore, slid off and sank
in fifty feet of water, at or near Brashear City. I herewith enclose the reports

of Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George
Wiggin.

The Colonel Kinsman was one of the boats fitted out by General Butler for

river service, wTith her boilers and machinery protected by iron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear- Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report from Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke.

United States Gunboat Estrella,
Brashear City, February 24, 1863.

Sir : I herewith enclose Captain Wiggin's report in reference to the loss of

the steamer Kinsman.
I have temporarily detailed some of her men to fill vacancies in the other

vessels ; as also her two master's mates, one to the Calhoun and the other to

the Estrella.

I await your orders in reference to the disposition to be made of her crew,

and would request to be permitted to make up deficiencies in the other vessels

from her officers and men. Captain Wiggin will examine the wreck to-morrow,

and see whether it will be possible to recover anything.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. COOKE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Flag-Ship Hartford.

Report from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George Wiggin.

Berwick's Bay, February 24, 1S63.

Sir : I herewith submit to you my report about the loss of the United States

steamer Kinsman, under my command.
I received last night a detachment of the 114th New York volunteers on

board to accompany me on picket duty, and started for the fort at about 9.30

p. m. When within one hundred yards of the fort, about sixty feet from shore,

the engines being stopped, the steamer struck a snag, apparently floating on her

starboard bow, about fifteen feet from the stern. The snag then passed on and
struck the starboard wheel very heavily. We went ahead as usual and made
fast to shore, when it was reported to me by the watch below that the vessel

was filling. I went below immediately and examined the leak. I found the

water rushing in very rapidly, the floor being covered some six inches in depth.

I then ordered the engineer to start the bilge-pumps, and get up the greatest

amount of steam that could be carried with safety. I had the line cut, backed
out, and steamed down the bay for the flat below the wharf, in order to save

my men and battery if the water should rise too fast. When opposite the wharf
the water was reported to be rising very fast, and I hailed the steamers Diana,

Estrella, and Calhoun, requesting boats and men to be sent to our assistance.

In the mean time I had organized my crew into pumping and bailing parties,

and they were all steadily at work. Heading in shore we ran aground with a

full head of steam, thereby raising her bows about two feet out of water. The
carpenter and his gang tried in vain to stop the leak. I ordered the powder
kegs and magazine to be brought on deck, in order to keep them dry. Then I

let go my anchors and ran a line from her quarter to the shore, at the same
time sending" troops on shore. In a few minutes afterwards her stern began to

settle, causing her to slide down the steep bank, where she finally sank, and at

twenty minutes past midnight every vestige of her had disappeared.

The officers and crew were picked up by the boats of the Estrella, Calhoun,

and Diana, neither officers nor men having the least chance to save any of their

effects.
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I am sorry* that I have to report the following of my men missing : John
Berry, ship's cook ; Patrick McGown, fireman ; John Kirby, fireman ; Isaac

Deer, coalheaver, (colored;) William Parker, coalheaver, (colored.)

Early this morning I went in a small boat to examine the bayou and recover

what property I might, and succeeded in picking up six barrels of powder, with

a few pieces of sailor's clothing and bedding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE WIGGIN,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant U. S. Navy.

Lieut. Commander A. P. Cooke,
United States Steamer Estrella.

PASSAGE OF PORT HUDSON.

Flag-Ship Hartford,

Off Mouth ofRed River, March 16, 1863.

Sir : It becomes my duty again to report disaster to my fleet, although I

know neither the extent nor the attendant circumstances ; I shall therefore

confine my report to those facts which came under my own personal observation.

On the morning of the 13th instant, off Baton Rouge, I inspected the ships

ofmy command to see that all the proper arrangements had been made for battle,

&c, and I am happy to say found everything well arranged, and the ships well

prepared in every respect. My general order (A) had been previously written,

and delivered to each commanding officer for his guidance in passing Port Hudson.

I had had a consultation with General Banks in the morning, and he informed

me that he was ready to move against Port Hudson immediately, and make a

diversion in my favor, and attack the place if he found it practicable, &c. At
4 p. m. I signalized to the fleet to get under way, and we proceeded up the river

to near Profit's island. Early the next morning (14th) we proceeded on up to

the head of Profit's island, where we found the Essex and the mortar boats all

lying ready for their work. I called all the commanders on board of this ship,

and consulted Commander Caldwell as to the batteries, his information connected

with the place, and the character of the steamers we saw above (they were five in

number, two cotton rams for boarding our gunboats and the others river steamers,

transports, &c.) I also directed the mortar boats to commence firing, in order

to get their ranges, which they did, but finding the distance too great, I directed

them to move half a mile nearer. We conversed freely as to the arrangements,

and I found that all my instructions were well understood, and, I believe, con-

curred in by all. The gunboats were assigned to the ships according to their

speed, giving the Richmond—she being the slowest ship—the Genesee, she

being the most powerful and fastest gunboat. The stations of the others will be

seen in the diagram annexed to my general order (A.)

After a free interchange of opinions on the subject, every commander arranged

his ship in accordance with his own ideas. I had directed a trumpet, fixed

from the mizzentop to the wheel, on board of this ship, as I intended the pilot

to take his station in the top so that he might see over the fog or smoke, as the

case might be. To this idea, and to the coolness and courage ofmy pilot, Mr.

Carrell, I am indebted for the safe passage of this ship past the forts. At 5

p. m. (14th) I received a despatch from General Banks, announcing that his

command was at the Cross-roads, and all ready to move upon Port Hudson
;

in

reply I informed him that I hoped to have passed at midnight. At dusk I

made signal to the gunboats to take the stations assigned to them. At 9 p. m.
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I made signal for the fleet "to weigh," but from some cause or the other the

Mississippi and Monongahela did not come up to their stations, although they

answered the signal. At 10 p. m. the tug Reliance came alongside, and I sent

her to order them to close up, and as soon as I could see the vessels in position

we went ahead. My instructions to Commander Caldwell were not to open fire

until the enemy opened upon us. I think we took them by surprise somewhat,

as they did not open fire upon us until we were abreast of a large light placed

on the opposite side to guide their fire there. The lookout threw up rockets, and
a battery soon opened upon us at about 11.20 p. m., but did not answer our

broadside. Commander Caldwell, of the Essex, now opened in fine style, and
the mortar boats did their duty in the most handsome manner, keeping up their

fire until two or three o'clock in the morning. This ship moved up the river in

good style, Captain Palmer governing, with excellent judgment, her fire accord-

ing to circumstances, stopping when the smoke became too dense to see, and re-

opening whenever a fresh battery fired upon us ; but we always silenced their

battery when we fired. At last, the current from around the point took us on the

bow and threw us around, almost onshore; but backing the Albatross, and going

ahead strong on this ship, we at length headed her up the river. The upper

batteries now opened on us, and we could only reply with the two guns on the

poop—a IX-inch and a 30-pounder Parrott rifle, but they both did their duty

well.

When we rounded the bend I saw the Richmond, as indeed I had done

whenever during the action the smoke was not too dense, and I thought that

she was following us in fine style, as I could see the effect of each of her broad-

sides upon the batteries. Great, however, was my surprise when I found that she

did not come up after we had rounded the point, but my fears were not excited

until sufficient time had elapsed for the other vessels to join us.

I soon saw a vessel on fire, and apparently grounded, and I feared she was one

of ours. I next saw her drifting down the river, with her guns going off and
the shells exploding from the heat. We now arrived at the conclusion that one

or more of the vessels had met with disaster, and the rest had dropped down the

river again; the firing ceased about this time (2 a. m.,) and near 4a. m. (15th)

the burning vessel blew up with a great explosion.

The nature and details of this disaster will doubtless be communicated to you
by the senior surviving officer below Port Hudson, in command of the fleet.

In conclusion, I can only say that I know not how far I am responsible for

this sad affair, but I take it for granted that as the flag-ship came safely through

and saw the others following, the disaster must have been caused by an accidental

shot disabling a vessel, and the others stopped to assist her, instead of coming
through and letting one of the gunboats take her down ; but I have too high an

estimation of each and of every one of the officers commanding those vessels to

imagine for a single instant that everything in their power was not done to insure

success. The only fear I had was getting ashore in rounding the bend.

I assigned no gunboat to the Mississippi for two reasons : first, I had but

three gunboats ; second, she being a side-wheel steamer, could not take one

alongside to advantage, and in fact, with the exception of the assistance they

might have rendered the ships if disabled, they were a great disadvantage.

If in this effort to come up and cut off the enemy's supplies from Red river

and recapture the Indianola misfortune has befallen some of our vessels, I

can only plead my zeal to serve my country and the chances of war; and I

felt that my orders of October 2, 1862, fully justified me in doing what I

should have done two months ago but for the disasters at Galveston and Sabine

Pass, the strong force of the enemy at Mobile, and the inadequacy of my force

to meet all these contingencies.

I therefore have the satisfaction of knowing that I acted to the best of my
judgment, and hence am only answerable for the imperfection of that judgment.
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Concerning the Hartford, I cannot speak too highly of her captain, officers

and crew. All did their duty as far as came under my observation, and more
courage and zeal I have never seen displayed. The officers set a good example
to their men, and their greatest difficulty was to make them understand why
they could not fire when the smoke was so dense that the pilot could not see to

navigate.

I had two pilots, Mr. Thomas R. Oarrell and Mr. J. B. Hamilton; the first

named passed Vicksburg with me, and my main reliance was placed upon him,

for I know his great good qualities of courage and skill, and he never disap-

pointed me for a single moment. Mr. Hamilton also conducted himself with

great steadiness, and was a valuable aid to Mr. Oarrell.

Captain T. A. Jenkins, captain of the fleet; Mr. E. C. Gabaudan, my secre-

tary, and Mr. Loyall Farragut, who acted as signal officer, assisted by Mr.
Palmer, Captain Jenkins's clerk, were all at my side on the poop deck, and
exerted themselves to render every assistance in their power.

I shall only mention the officers and crew of this ship in general terms, leaving

it to Captain Palmer to speak of them more specifically according to their

merits. To the good firing of the ships we owe most of our safety, for, ac-

cording to my theory, the best way to serve yourself is to injure your adver-

sary ; and although we received some ugly wounds, our casualties were small,

as we only lost one man killed and two slightly wounded, and they were both
at their guns again in a few minutes, as ready and as willing, if not quite so

able as before, to do their duty.

The Albatross being the most vulnerable of the gunboats, and her speed
being about equal to that of this ship, was assigned to her ; and although it was
not in Lieutenant Commander Hart's power to do much, still he did all that

was in his power, and whenever he could bring a gun to bear ahead or astern

on the port side it was instantly fired. She suffered to the same extent as this

ship, losing one man killed, but none wounded.
I have the honor to enclose the fleet surgeon's report (B.)

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

A.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford, 1863.

General order for passing Port Hudson, Mississippi.

The ships will each take a gunboat on her port side, and secure her as well
aft as possible, so as to leave the port battery clear for the enemy's battery on
the port side of the river going up after we round the point opposite Port
Hudson.
Each ship will keep a very little on the starboard quarter of her next ahead,

so as to give free range to her chase guns, without risk of damage from prema-
ture explosion of shrapnell or shell.

The captains will bear in mind that the object is to run the batteries at the
least possible damage to our ships, and thereby secure an efficient force above
for the purpose of rendering such assistance as may be required of us by the
army at Vicksburg, or, if not required there, to our army at Baton Rouge.
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If they succeed in getting past the batteries, the gunboats will proceed up to

the mouth of Red river, and keep up police of the river batteries between that

river and Port Hudson, capturing everything they can.

Should any vessel be disabled so that she is unable to pass Port Hudson,
she will use the gunboat to the best advantage. If the captain thinks he can get

by, try it ; if he thinks not, let the gunboat drop her down below the range of

the batteries. If both are disabled, then club down with a light anchor, or use
the sails as in his judgment may seem best, but I expect all to go by who are

able; and I think the best protection against the enemy's fire is a well-directed

fire from our own guns, shell and shrapnell at a distance, and grape when within
400 or 500 yards.

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
Below Port Hudson, March 13, 1863.

Memorandumfor commanding officers, to accompany general order for 'passing

the batteries.

SIGNALS.

1. To get under way. ) (2.) Two red lantern lights hung over

) the stern.

2. Answer to No. 1. One red | When under way, exhibit (1) one red

lantern light hung over the bow. J
lantern light over the bow.

3. " Disabled I am." Two per- } If disabled, drop out of line to port, and
pendieular white lantern lights to be > display where they can be best seen two
shown where best seen. ) perpendicular white light lanterns.

4. Discontinue the action and drop } If the admiral wishes to discontinue the ac-

down the river. Ooston light No. > tion and drop down the river, one Coston
" 4," all red. ) light No. " 4," all red, will be burnt aft.

5. Special attention must be given to the steamers lying at Port Hudson.
Shell them with the hope of setting the cotton on fire and destroying the boats.

6. Whoever is so fortunate as to get through will proceed to carry out the

views contained in the general order—that is, stop the communication between
Red river and the rebels on the eastern banks of the Mississippi river, and com-
municate with the fleet and army above ; and if their services are not required

to assist in reducing Vicksburg, return to the mouth of Red river, and keep up
the blockade until the want of provisions and coal make it necessary to return

to Baton Rouge. Nurse your coal with all possible care.

7. Supplies of provisions and coal may probably be obtained from the fleet

and army above ; failing to obtain them there, the army below Port Hudson
may find means of conveying them across the peninsula or point opposite Port

Hudson. So long as supplies can be obtained, the vessels above Port Hudson
will remain there.

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.
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B.

List of casualties on the Hartford and Albatross.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,

Off Mouth of Red River, March 16, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully report the following list of killed and wounded in passing

Port Hudson on the night of the 14th instant

:

HARTFORD.

Killed.—Thomas F. Butler, marine.

Wounded.—Daniel McCarty, landsman, slightly ; Frederick Carr, captain of

forecastle, slightly.

ALBATROSS.

Killed.—Charles Kaick, captain's steward.

Total.—Killed, 2 ; wounded, 2.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.
Bear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

REPORT OF CAPTAIN PALMER, COMMANDING THE HARTFORD.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
Mississippi River, March 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, agreeable to your order, the signal for

the attack and passage of the batteries at Port Hudson was made at 9 p. m.
The gunboat Albatross being assigned to this ship had been previously lashed

on our port side. As soon as you were satisfied that the other vessels of the

squadron were in position, we steamed up to the contest. At 11 the lower

batteries of the enemy opened fire, which we returned, and the action com-
menced. The night being dark and still we soon discovered the smoke of our

guns prevented the pilot from directing the course ; as this was all essential to

us, I was frequently compelled (to my regret) to order our fire to cease until the

smoke cleared sufficiently.

The pilot was placed in the mizzentop, conveying his orders to the wheel
through a tube which had been arranged according to your suggestion. At the

sharp turn of the bend our peril was most imminent, the rapid force of the cur-

rent taking us upon the bow threw us well nigh upon the enemy's batteries.

By the cool and dexterous management of the pilot we were soon recovered
and around the point ; and though under a heavy plunging and raking fire, but
four large shells struck our hull.

For the next two miles we could only return the fire with our stern guns,

which were well served, and our loss, to my great surprise, amounted to but one
man (a marine) killed and two wounded. These gallant fellows as soor. as

their wounds were dressed returned to their quarters.

The conduct of the officers and crew came also under your observation ; too

much praise cannot be given them for coolness and courage. I must be per-

mitted, however, to speak of the great ability of the first lieutenant of this ship,
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Lieutenant Lewis Kimberly ; to his industry, zeal, and ingenuity I greatly

attribute the well-protected state of this ship ; the precautions, doubtless, saved

the lives of many a gun's crew. A shell having burst in the rail, filling the

splinter nettings with splinters, which otherwise would have been thrown broad-

cast across the deck to the destruction of many, and our barricades of hammocks
and sails around the poop, wheel, and topgallant forecastle perhaps saved life

from musketry which was constantly fired upon us. To these arrangements,

under a merciful Providence, I impute our small loss.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. S. PALMER, Captain.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding TV. G. B. Squadron.

Report of Captain Melancton Smith.

Port Hudson, March 15, 1863.

Sir : Captain McKinstry, commanding United States steamer Monongahela,
senior officer below Port Hudson, being unable to communicate with the depart-

ment owing to injuries sustained by him in action, has requested me to embody
in my report of the destruction of the United States steamer Mississippi the

principal facts connected with the attack on the batteries at that place, which
the enclosed instructions from Rear-Admiral Farragut will serve to explain, as

well as to show the success of the expedition.

I have the honor to inform you that at 9.15 p. m. the flag-ship made general

signal to get under way, and in thirty minutes the fleet were moving up towards

the batteries in the positions that had been assigned them. Our approach was
signalized by the rebels on the west bank of the river, and at 11 p. m. the

batteries opened fire upon the flag-ship, which was the leading vessel in the line.

At this time the Essex engaged the lower batteries, the bomb vessels com-
menced shelling, the flag-ship opened fire, and the engagement became general

as the vessels came in range. At thirty minutes a. m. the Richmond passed

down the river, and, owing to the darkness and smoke, was for some time taken

for an enemy by the crew of the Mississippi, who were with difficulty restrained

from firing into her. For the cause of the disability of that vessel, I would
respectfully refer you to the report of Captain Alden, herein enclosed.

The Monongahela, which was our next ahead, could not at this time be seen.

Supposing that she had increased her distance, the order was given to " go ahead
fast," in order that we might close up. We had now reached the last and most
formidable batteries, and were congratulating ourselves upon having gained the

turn, when the Mississippi grounded and heeled over three streaks to port.

The engine was immediately reversed, and the port guns (which had not been

fired) were run in to bring her on an even keel, after which our own fire from
the starboard battery was recommenced. The engine was backed for thirty-five

minutes and the steam was increased from thirteen to twenty- five pounds, which
was considered by the chief engineer the greatest pressure the boilers would bear,

when the pilot stated it would be impossible to get the vessel off. 1 then ordered

the port battery to be spiked, and with the pivot gun to be thrown overboard,

but the latter was not accomplished before I deemed it most judicious and
humane to abandon the vessel, as the enemy had obtained our range, and we
were exposed to the galling and cross fire of three batteries, their shots hulling

us frequently.

The sick and wounded were now ordered up, at which time we ceased firing,

and three small boats (all we had) were immediately employed in landing the
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crew while preparations were being made to destroy the vessel. Up to this

time the men had been working the guns in the most splendid style, and aiming

at every flash, which was the only guide to the rebel works. It was by no

means certain that the officers and crew would not, even after landing, fall into

the hands of the enemy, as musketry had been fired from the west shore on our

passage up ; but as this was of less consequence than the capture of the ship,

the crew were directed to throw overboard all the small arms, the engineer

ordered to destroy the engine, and the ship set on fire in the forward storeroom.

To be positive that this was effectually done, the yeoman was sent below to make
an examination, when three shot entered the storeroom, letting in the water and
extinguishing the flames. She was then fired in four different places aft, between
decks; and when the combustion had made sufficient progress to render her

destruction certain I left the ship, accompanied by the first lieutenant, all having

now been landed, and passed down to the Richmond under the fire of the rebel

batteries. On reaching that vessel I learned that the flag-ship and the Albatross

had succeeded in running the batteries. I also observed the Monongahela at

anchor, the reasons for which are contained in the report of Lieutenant Thomas,
herewith enclosed.

At 3 o'clock a. m. the Mississippi was observed to be afloat and drifting slowly

down the river, which circumstances may be readily accounted for by the

absence of her crew, the effect of the fire, the explosion of shells, and the settling

of water aft, owing to the cutting of the out-board delivery pipes, which brought
her by the stern and caused her to slide off the shoal, and at 5.30 a. m. she blew
up, producing an awful concussion which was felt for miles around.

I consider that I should be neglecting a most important duty should I omit

to mention the coolness of my executive officer, Mr. Dewey, and the steady,

fearless, and gallant manner in which the officers and men of the Mississippi

defended her, and the orderly and quiet manner in which she was abandoned
after being thirty-five minutes aground, under the fire of the enemy's batteries.

There was no confusion in embarking the crew, and the only noise was from
the enemy's cannon, which did not cease until some time after the ship was en-

veloped in flames, and the boats had passed out of range of their guns.

The personal effects of the officers and men were burned with the ship, no
individual saving even a change of clothing or a relic of our former victories. m
Whether my conduct shall receive the censure or approval of the department,

I beg to assume the entire responsibility of the course I have pursued, as no-

suggestions were made by the officers, nor was any consultation called.

I would respectfully refer you to the reports of all the commanding officers

and the heads of the several departments for the casualties, expenditure of am-
munition, and injuries the vessels sustained, and enclose also a receipt for the

signal books turned over to the Richmond for the use of the gunboat Essex.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

MELANCTON SMITH,
Captain U. S. N., late of the U. S. Steamer Mississippi.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, March 16, 1863.

Received from Captain Melancton Smith, United States navy, one general

and one boat signal book and one naval telegraphic dictionary, being the same
that formerly belonged to the Mississippi.

JAMES ALDEN, Commander.
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Lists of saved and missing of the Mississippi.

United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, March 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the number of officers, seamen, and marines

saved and missing from the late steamer Mississippi. The former have been
turned over to the Pensacola for distribution among the vessels of the squadron:

Officers saved, 32; killed, 1; missing, 3. Seamen saved, 179; killed and
missing, 52. Marines saved, 32; killed and missing, 8. Recapitulation: Saved,

233; killed and missing, 64; total, 297.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

MELANCTON SMITH,
Captain United states Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Pensacola,

Off New Orleans, March 20, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a list of officers, crew, and marines that are

missing from the late United States steamer Mississippi.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. SMITH, Captain U S. N
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

List of officers, crew, and marines, of the late United States steam sloop Missis-

sippi, missing.

I

Officers.—Robert L. Kelly, acting master; P. H. W. Fontane, captain of

marines; Jefferson Brown, third assistant engineer; H. B. Francis, acting mas-

ter's mate.

Petty officers.—Joseph N. Sullivan, paymaster's steward; Charles Williams,

quartermaster; Charles Sullivan, carpenter's mate; Charles Williams and Henry
C. Day, quarter gunners ; William H. Jordan, ship's corporal ; Timothy Toomey,
ship's cooper; Charles Lewis, armorer's mate ; Ephraim R. Jones, officer's cook;

William Johnson, cockswain.

Seamen.—William H. Thompson, Elijah Drew, Richard Rowley, T. H.
Nugent, and William Robinson.

Ordinary seamen.—Albert Randolph, George Henry, James Walley, Lewis
Philips, John White, John McDonald, George N. Howard, William West, An-
drew Mathews, William Nelson, Luther H. Topping, Patrick O'Neil, Thomas
Harris, John W. Edwards, John J. Burk, John McElroy, Thomas Cunning-

ham, and James Moore.

Landsmen.—John Hickey, Henry Williams, William Hawkins, James C.

Hodgkins, John McCandless, Thomas Hughes, John W. Decker, and John
McCormick.

Boys.—John Keating and John Ashcraft.

Firemen.—A. H. Landholtzer and Bart. Harrigan, first class, and James H.
Burnes, second class.
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Coalheavers.—John Egan; William H Austin, second.

Marines.—Patrick Bannon, Peter Doyle, Patrick Flatherty, David Kelly, (first,)

James McMullin, John Redding, William Talant, and John Kelly, (second.)

Contrabands.—Stephen Downey, Scott Lewis, George Jackson, and Moses

Obenton.
C. P. WALLACH, Paymaster.

Casualties on board the Mssissippi.

United States Steamer Richmond,

Off Port Hudson, Mississippi River, March 15, 1S63.

Sir : As far as can be ascertained at present, the number of casualties which

occurred on board the United States steamer Mississippi during the action with

the batteries at Port Hudson were as follows : Killed, about 25, among whom
the following: Robert Kelly, acting master; William Oaton, boy; John Ashcroft,

boy; David Kelly, mar.; Richard Rowley,* seaman; Thomas Harris, ordinary

seaman; Bart. Harrigan, fireman ; Sanderholder, fireman ; and George Jackson,

contraband. Severely wounded : Frederick Reed, ordinary seaman ; Charles

Wheeler, ordinary seaman ; William Hawkins, landsman ; Henry Day, quarter

gunner. Slightly wounded : J. E. Fallon, third assistant engineer ; William An-
derson, cockswain ; L. H. Topping, ordinary seaman ; James McGrath, seaman,

and others whose mimes are not known, as they jumped overboard, fearing to

fall into the hands of the enemy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROBERT T. MACCOUN, Surgeon.

Captain Melancton Smith,
United States Navy.

Ammunition expe7ided by the Mississippi.

March 16, 1863.

Sir: The following is the report of ammunition expended at the engagement
at Port Hudson, by the United States steamer Mississippi, on the evening of the

14th and morning of the 15th of March, 1863 : 2,047 pounds of powder, 150
8-inch shells, 20 8-inch grape, 46 10-inch shells, 29 rifle shells, (20-pounder,) 18
howitzer shells and shrapnell, (heavy,) 12 howitzer shells and shrapnell, (light,)

170 8-inch cartridge bags, and 325 primers.

WILLIAM COPE, Gunner.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, Louisiana, March 15, 1863.

Sir : I have respectfully to report that our attempt to pass the batteries at

Port Pludson last night, in company with the admiral and the other ships of the

squadron, was frustrated by a shot striking the steam-pipe in the vicinity of the

safety-valves, upsetting them both and letting off the steam. At the time this

accident occurred we were in position, second in the line which the admiral was
leading, and, with her, engaging the last battery. The turning p>oint was gained,
but I soon found, even with the aid of the Genesee, which vessel was lashed

* Subsequently ascertained not to have bec?n killed.
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alongside, that we could make no headway against the strong current of the

river, and suffering much from a galling cross-fire of the enemy 's batteries, I was
compelled, though most reluctantly, to turn back, and by the aid of the Gene-
see soon anchored out of the range of their guns. My noble and gallant friend,

Lieutenant Commander Oummings, the executive officer of this ship, was shot

down at my side just before this accident occurred, his left leg being taken off

below the knee by a cannon shot while he was in the bravest manner cheering

the men at the guns.

Enclosed I send you a list of casualties and also reports of injuries done to

the ship by the enemy's shot. To say, in the most emphatic manner, that all

did their duty nobly and tvell under the most trying circumstances that men
could be placed in, is but a feeble tribute to their devotion and gallantry ; for

more than two hours they stood to their guns and replied in the steadiest man-
ner to the most galling fire that I have ever witnessed, not excepting the

memorable passage of Forts Jackson and St. Philip. Our difficulties in this

action were heightened by the abrupt turn in the river, where the strongest of

the enemy's batteries were placed, by the obscurity of the night and the humidity
of the atmosphere, this last causing the smoke to settle around us so that we
were frequently compelled to cease firing to find our way. Just before the ac-

cident to our steam-pipe a torpedo was exploded close under our stern, throwing
the water up thirty feet, bursting in the cabin windows, and doing other unim-
portant injury.

Whereas I have said all did their duty so well, it would almost seem invidi-

ous to designate any by name. Of Lieutenant Commander Cummings I have
spoken elsewhere, and I trust he will be promoted immediately as a slight token
of his worth and bravery. Lieutenant Terry's service in this action can hardly

be overestimated. To his consummate coolness, which I have never seen excelled,

together with a quick eye, the rescue of this vessel is, in a great measure, due.

Captain Ramsay, who deserves special mention, in charge of the marine divis-

ion of great guns, had nearly a whole gun's crew swept away by a single can-

non shot. Acting Masters Gibbs and Wilson, together with Ensigns Swann
and Haskins, fought their guns ably and well. Master's Mate Cox, together

with my clerk, Mr. Bogart, who acted as aid and signal officer, deserved men-
tion, too, for their promptness in carrying my orders. To Mr. Moore, our chief

engineer, great credit is due for his management throughout the fight, and par-

ticularly after the accident to the safety-valve chest.

We shall have our injuries temporarily repaired by to-morrow, and be ready for

any emergency that may arise. Before, however, we can be entirely efficient it

will be necessary to have one new safety-valve and chest, all of which can be

readily obtained at New Orleans.

With great respect, I am your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN, Commander.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of damages and injuries to the Richmond.

United States Steamer Richmond,
March 15, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully beg leave to report the damage received by this ship, in

hull, &c.

:

One shot struck front of cutwater, cutting away martingale guy. One struck

starboard bow, passed through between decks. One came through No. 1 gun port,
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on starboard side, starting forward transom of gun-carriage, burst, scarring the

deck. One shot passed through starboard forward waist-boat, cutting oft' the

gunwales on both sides. One shot cutting davit of starboard waist-boat nearly

off, another cutting away the rudder and part of stern-post. One solid rifle-shot

passed through side, under No. 8 gun-port, through steam-pipe and smoke-pipe,

breaking down bulkhead. One shell struck under mainchains, cutting away
two chain-plates, exploding in the side, tearing off ceiling, one piece of shell going

through the barge. One shot cutting span maintopsail yard in two, cutting off

hammock rail, shattering netting, passed across the deck, striking spanker boom
and pooprail, breaking awning stanchion. One shell passed through side between
11 and 12 gun port, exploding, scarring the deck, knocking away stanchion

under poop, through bulkhead and captain's office. One shot in side, under
starboard quarter. One inside on starboard bow, two feet above water-line.

Two shots through port waist-boat. One through main masthead, six feet above
the top, cutting away one-half of the strength of mast ; another scarred fore-

masthead. The above received during the engagement at Port Hudson.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

H. L. DIXON, Carpenter.

James Alden, Esq.,

Commanding U. S. Steamer Richmond.

United States Steamer Richmond,

Off Port Hudson, Louisiana, March 15, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully beg leave to report the injuries sustained by this vessel

during the action of the night of the 14th instant, off Port Hudson, in the boat-

swain's department:

Inner and outward bobstays shot away. Back ropes cut through by shot.

Foretopsail haliards and traveller shot away. Port forward foretopmast backstay
shot away. Chain slings of main yard shot away. Starboard maintopsail lift

shot away. One shroud port maintopmast rigging shot away. One wate:-whip
and blocks shot away.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

ISAAC F. CHOATE.
James Alden, Esq.,

Commanding U. S. Steamer Richmond,

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, La., March 15, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully report the damage sustained by this vessel in the gun
ner's department in the action of last evening with the Port Hudson batteries

to be as follows: The gun-carriage at No. 1 port on starboard side is materially

injured by shell passing through breast transom, rear transom being also badly
shattered by same shell. One rammer lost overboard, also one rammer and
sponge destroyed by shot. The lock and sight covers were thrown over-

board, belonging to the 9-inch gun on the poop deck, by a torpedo exploding
under the stern.

Respectfully, &c,
JAMES THAYER, Gunner

Commander James Alden,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Richmond.

23 if
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Report of ammunition cxjicndcd by the Richmond.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Pott Hudson, La., March 15, 1863.

Report of number of rounds fired during the action of Saturday night, March
14, 1863.

125 charges 9-inch, 10 lbs., or 1,250 lbs. powder.

7 charges 6-inch, 7 lbs., or 49 lbs. powder. 80-pounder rifle.

SHELL.

90 shells, 5 lbs., 9-inch.

25 stand of grape, 9-inch.

7 shell, 6 inch, for 8.0 pounder rifle, percussion.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES THAYER, Gunner.

Commander James Alden,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Richmond.

Injuries to the machinery of the Richmond.

[United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, March 16, 1863.

Sir: I hare the honor to enclose herewith the report of the chief engineer

of this vessel setting forth the injuries done to our machinery on the night of

the 14th instant. It would have been sent with the others, but Mr. Moore's

attention has been so entirely engrossed in the personal superintendence of the

repairs that it was found impracticable.

In my general report of our proceedings, at the time referred to, I had occa-

sion to speak of Mr. Moore's services, and would again call the attention of

the department to his merits as an officer. All that he says of his assistants I

can indorse most fully, and would beg leave to mention here what I regret

was from some oversight omitted in my first report, namely, that Third As-
sistant Engineer Weir, who was stationed at the bell-pull on the bridge, was
of the greatest assistance to me in pointing out the location of the different

batteries, and although knocked down and injured by splinters, recovered him-

self immediately and continued unflinchingly at his post.

With great respect, I am your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN,
Commander and Senior Officer present.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary U. S. Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, March 16, 1863.

SlR: I respectfully report the following damages sustained by the machinery
of this ship during the engagement with the rebel batteries at Port Hudson on
the night of the 14th instant:

About 12.20 a 6-inch rifle solid shot came through the starboard side of the

ship, about four feet above the berth deck, inclining downward; it passed
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through a barricade of clothes, bags and hawsers, through bulkhead of steam-

drum room, shattered the starboard safety-valve chamber, grazed the valve and
seat, upsetting both, and letting off the steam in large volumes; it then passed

through the smoke-pipe, about five inches above the steam-drum, and taking

an upward and forward course, struck the port safety-valve weight, forcing it

through the steam-drum room bulkhead, twisting and bending the lever at right

angles, and leaving the valve somewhat opened.

The escape of steam was so great as to reduce the pressure in the boilers

almost immediately to nine pounds. Anticipating some such accident to this

exposed portion of our machinery, lines were attached to the stop-valves which
enabled us to shut off the injured one without attempting an entrance to the

steam-drum room, which, together with the berth deck, was filled with steam;
fires were then hauled from the furnaces of starboard boiler.

The steam so filled the fire-room that it was with the greatest exertions on
the part of the firemen that the fires were hauled. The men were obliged to

relieve each other every two or three minutes, in which time they would become
completely exhausted from the effects of steam and the hot fires we had in

the furnaces. McClelland, Vantine, Rush and Hickman deserve particular

mention.

I consider it my duty to bring to your notice the valuable assistance rendered

me by First Assistant Engineer E. Hoyt, who, during the whole engagement,
was actively employed wherever most required, until after having penetrated

the steam several times, while superintending the hauling of fires, trying to

ascertain the extent of injury, &c, he was finally led away completely ex-

hausted and fainting.

We will be able to finish the repairs by to-morrow sufficiently well to carry

fifteen pounds of steam until a new safety-valve and chamber can be procured
and fitted to the starboard boiler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN M. MOORE,
Chief Engineer*.

Captain James Alden,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Richmond.

Report of casualties on board the Richmond.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, Mississijipi River, March 15, 1863'

Sir J The following is a list ow;duan- n ok filledded in the action with th.„

Port Hudson batteries last night :

Killed.—'Charles Oatherwood, P. M., age 26, born in Ireland, from barracks
at Gosport, killed by a fragment of shell entering brain; John Thompson.
P. M., age 36, born in Ireland, from barracks at Brooklyn, head carried off

by shell or cannon shot; John Howard, boatswain's mate, age 48, born in New
Jersey, from receiving ship Pennsylvania, both knee joints and right elbow
shattered by fragments of a solid shot. Total, 3.

Wounded.—A. Boyd Oummings, lieutenant commander and executive officer,

left leg carried away by a cannon shot—amputation below knee joint; Thomas
Nolan, private P. M., right hand shattered and amputated; Joseph P. Mullen,
P. M., contusion of brain-—not severe; George W. Harris, P. M., contusion;

Richard Lyons, captain of top, contusion; Alexander Thompson, seaman, con-

tused wound; Henry Barnes, seaman, contusion; John S. Gross corporal of
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marines, contusion; Robert H. Neely, corporal of marines, contusion; Michael

O'Neil, P. M., snblaxation; Robert Staples, P. M., contusion; Edward Conover,

P. M., contusion. Total, 12.

These latter injuries are not severe, and occurred from splinters.

Very respectfully,

A. A. HENDERSON, Surgeon.

Captain James Alden.

Letter of Captain Alden,forwarding Commander Macomb's report.

*

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Port Hudson, March 17, 1863.

Sir: In forwarding Commander Macomb's report of his proceedings in the

action of the 14th instant, which I have the honor herewith to enclose, I must

beg leave to state that the rescue of this ship from her perilous position that

night is in a great measure due to his coolness and intrepid conduct. I will

venture to hope, therefore, that he may receive at the hands of the department

some special notice, which is always so grateful to the feelings of a gallant

officer.

Respectfully, I am your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN,
Commander and Senior Officer present.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander JV. H. Macomb.

United States Steamer Genesee, March 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of this

vessel, under my command, during the action with the batteries at Port Hudson
on the night of the 14th instant:

Agreably to orders and prescribed arrangements of Rear-Admiral Farragut,

this vessel was lashed alongside, on the port quarter, of the United States

steam sloop Richmond, for the purpose of towing and rendering such assistance

as might be required.

The moment the signal was made by the admiral, Captain Alden started the

Richmond, with the Genesee, and took our position in line of battle, following

the flag-ship. At about 1 1.30 the batteries opened fire upon the vessels, which
was immediately returned by the heavy broadside of the Richmond, and in

which we joined with all the guns we could bring to bear on that side, viz: the

bow pivot, 100-pounder Parrott; the stern pivot, 10-inch; and the starboard

after, 9-inch gun.

While passing up abreast of the batteries under their fire, we were fired upon

by some guns on the right bank of the river, nearly opposite, when 1 opened

the whole of our port battery upon these positions.

At 12.50, while proceeding past the batteries, and having arrived as high up

as Thomas's Point, where the river bends to the westward, and after the Rich-

mond and this vessel had commenced to turn in that direction, the Richmond
having received a shot through her steam valve-chest, which rendered her engine

disabled, we were compelled to turn the Richmond round, and tow her down
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the river to a place of safety, and anchored abreast of Profit island, according

to the instructions of the admiral.

At 2 a. m. cast off from the Richmond for the purpose of anchoring. At this

moment the Mississippi was reported to have grounded abreast of the batteries.

We immediately proceeded up to her, with a view of rendering assistance, and
found her on fire fore and aft. Sent one of the cutters to search the right bank
of the river and rescue any of the officers or crew they might find there.

This movement was necessarily made with great risk to the Genesee, as the

Mississippi's guns were becoming so heated as momentarily to discharge them-
selves, as well as the great risk of being blown up, expecting the Mississippi's

magazines might explode at any instant. After this we anchored at the upper
end of Profit island.

I take great pleasure in noticing the coolness and attention with which the

officers, seamen, and marines conducted themselves during the action, and deem
it my duty to notice the attention to, and effective performance of, their duties

of the executive officer, Lieutenant Commander William H. Dana; Acting
Master Robert S. Wyatt, in command of the first division, who worked the

100-pounder rifled Parrott handsomely; to Acting Master Cornelius M. Mer-
chant, for the handsome manner in which he fired the 2d division, at the same
time being so ably assisted by Acting Master's Mates Edward W. Halcro, of

the first, and Warren J. Crosby, of the second divisions, both of them, at the

same time, being particularly attentive to the working of the 9-inch guns and
howitzers. Acting Master William H. Hanson, in charge of the master's divi-

sion, rendered good and efficient service. The assistant surgeon, Granville B.
Slough, I take occasion to notice for attention to the wounded and arrangements for

receiving others. I would also notice the vigilance and attention of Commander's
Clerk E. M. Warne, as signal officer. I also bring to special notice the efficient

manner in which Mr. John Cahill, senior engineer, and the Assistant Engineers
Charles H Harrab, Michael McLaughlin, Christopher Milton, and Henry
Webster, with the firemen and coalheavers attached to this department, worked
the engine and supplied the furnaces during the action. I have also to notice

the celerity and attention to supplying powder by the powder division, under
charge of Acting Ensign Charles H. Baxter and Master's Mate John Conner.
While making honorable notice of the conduct of all, I would mention the atten-

tion and celerity with which the fire caused by the ignition of a 10-inch shell

near the shell-room, which had been struck by a rifled shot passing through the

side of the ship, was extinguished, on which occasion the services of Mr. Charles

Woolley, paymaster's clerk, were very active and efficient.

Casualties : Three wounded.
Damage to vessel : One 6-inch rifled shot through port side, abreast of the

steerage; head of foremast badly wounded; main topmast badly wounded, as

well as some of the rigging.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. MACOMB,
Commander.

Captain James Alden,
Senior Officer present, Com'dg TJ, S. Ship Richmond, Miss. River.

United States Steamer Genesee, March 16, 1863.

Sir: Agreably to orders, I have to make the following report of the damage
sustained by this vessel in the attempt to pass the batteries at Port Hudson last

night

:
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One 6- inch rifled shot through her side; one shot through foremast head;

one shot through main topmast; Abounded, two.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

W. II. MACOMB, Commander.
Captain J. P. McKinstry,

Commander U. S. Steamer Monongahela.

Rejwrt of Captain J. P. McKinstry, commanding United States steamer ty[o-

nongakela.

New Orleans, April 15, 1863.

Sir: In consequence of injuries received on the 15th ultimo I have been
prevented from reporting the part taken by the United States steamer Monon-
gahela on the 14th and 15th of March, such as fell under my immediate

observation.

By signal from the flag-ship of the squadron got under way at 9 p. m. and
stood up the river. On our way we were fired upon from the west bank—prin-

cipally musketry—which was apparently silenced by the Kineo, which was in

tow.

At 10.30 p. m. the firing become general between the ships and batteries of

Port Hudson.
The firing of the Hartford and Richmond, preceding us, with that of the

enemy's guns, had so filled the atmosphere with smoke as to prevent distinguish-

ing objects near by.

At 11.30 p. m. the Monongahela grounded on the west shore of the river,

near the turning point, and was exposed to a severe fire for some thirty minutes.

Previous to grounding it was reported that the Kineo's rudder had been rendered

useless by a shot. When the Monongahela grounded, the Kineo parted her

fasts. A hawser was secured to her again.

Soon after midnight the bridge was shot from under me, by which I was pre-

cipitated to the deck and seriously bruised, and have since been confined to my
room. The subsequent events on board the Monongahela, and the casualties,

have been reported by the executive officer, Lieutenant Thomas, upon whom
devolved the command. His cool, determined bearing, as well as that of the

officers and crew in general, deserves commendation.
Our failure to pass Port Hudson, after having so nearly accomplished your

order, must be imputed to the inefficiency of the engines.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. McKINSTRY,
Captain United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding TV. D. G. Squadron, Flag-Skip Hartford.

Report of Lieutenant N. TV. Thomas, executive officer of the Monongahela.

United States Steamer Monongahela,
Below Port Hudson, March 15, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by this

vessel in the action of last night and this morning with the batteries at Port
Hudson. At about 10.30 p. m. we became engaged with the lowest battery,

the Kineo, secured on our port side, firing soon after at the opposite bank of the

river. We proceeded but slowly up the river, following the Richmond, and firing

with 5-scconds shell and 5-seconds 12 and 24-pounder shrapnell wherever our

guns could be brought to bear.
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At about 11.30 came opposite to the enemy's principal battery. Our pilot

was on the starboard side of this vessel, and the Kineo's pilot on our port side

to guide us clear of Thompson's Point ; but, notwithstanding this precaution, the

vessel grounded just below the point, and the wheel became immovable. The
Kineo, being of lighter draught, broke adrift and went a short distance ahead

and grounded, carrying away our port forebrace, port foretopmast, and top-

gallantmast, backstays, the hammock nettings on the port side forward, and
tearing the port sheet anchor* from its place. At this time the shots from the

enemy were taking great effect on our deck, disabling two broadside 32-pounders,

and temporarily disabling No. 2, 11-inch pivot. At the same time you were
struck from the bridge, the same shot killing three men on the port side abaft

the bridge. The Kineo having backed astern, we made fast to her with a single

hawser, and backed our engines. The Kineo turned down the river outside of

us, and succeeded in swinging us off after we had been aground under a heavy
fire twenty-five minutes. Our helm now being under command, we cast off the

Kineo, and started, in accordance with your order communicated from below,

up the river, firing at the batteries abeam with 5-seconds shell and shrapnell.

We were nearly by the principal battery when the crank-pin of the forward en-

gine was reported heated, and the engine stopped, the chief engineer reporting

that he was unable to go ahead. The vessel became unmanageable and drifted

down, passing the batteries again at a distance of thirty yards. When our

engines stopped, the Mississippi was aground and on fire on our starboard bow.
When drifting down the enemy opened on us with grape, and his sharpshooters

with musketry. On returning from reporting this condition of things to you, I

found both pilots turning the vessel's head down stream, and the enemy's shot

passing over us. We ceased firing when we commenced to drop down stream,

and after waiting out of range of the batteries for the Mississippi to drift past,

came to with starboard anchor in 6^ fathoms of water abreast of Profit island.

While aground Acting Ensign Robert Barstow, commanding the third and mas-
ter's divisions, was wounded and carried below ; Acting Master's Mate Henry
B. Rome, of the same division, was at the same time knocked overboard by the

bursting of a shell while passing a hawser to the Kineo. He has since come
on board unhurt, having swam on shore and been taken on board that vessel,

I must, sir, speak of all the officers stationed at the guns in the highest terms

of praise ; and for captains of guns and quartermasters of this ship, it would be
impossible to make better selections than we now have. The vessel is damaged
mostly in the rigging, spars, and upper works. The enemy's grape swept
everything on deck before it below the spar deck; four shots entered on the port

side, two near the water; one, a 10-inch solid shot, demolished three state-rooms

in the wardroom, and the other, evidently an 80-pounder rifle, entered the

port steerage, and thence to the engine-room. (See chief engineer's report, en-

closed.) On the berth deck, forward of the engines, one shot entered on the

starboard side, near the cutwater; one rifle shot struck the starboard bow horse-

pipe, demolished it, and cut the chain in two. The mainstay is carried away
at the masthead ; the mizzenmast and mizzen topmast are badly crippled ; the

main topmast and main gaff slightly injured ; the main crosstrees are shot away;
and the second launch, second cutter, and barge, are unfit for use.

From the appearance of the outside of the vessel, at least eight shots of dif-

ferent sizes must have gone completely through us. Enclosed is the surgeon's

report of killed and wounded and the report of the chief engineer.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

NATH'L W. THOMAS,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Captain J. P. McKinstry, U. S. N.,

ft Commanding U. S, S. Monongahela.
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List of casualties on board the Monongahela.

United States Steamer Monongahela,
Near Port Hudson, La., March 15, 1863.

Sir : I herewith transmit an account of the casualties on board this ship

during the engagement with the rebel batteries at Port Hudson last night

:

Killed.—Daniel McDade, landsman ; Oscar Eldridge, carpenter's mate ; Henry
Rogers, cockswain; John Adams, ordinary seaman; James Lynch, private, ma-
rines; Henry Williams, landsman.—Total, G.

'Wounded.—Captain J. P. McKinstry, contusions, severely; Robert Barstow,

acting ensign, left arm and knee, splinters, slightly; Edward Luhman, seaman,

left leg shattered, amputated, doing well ; Charles Graveson, ordinary seaman,

right arm and lower jaw fractured, doing well ; Peter Neill, seaman, contusion

of right hand, slightly ; Wm. Holman, cockswain, contusion of right breast,

slightly ; Henry Stuart, ordinary seaman, splinter wounds, slightly ; Henry
Wallace, seaman, splinter wounds, slightly; David Andrews, ordinary seaman,

left shoulder, slightly; Franklin Myers, landsman, left thigh, shell, slightly;

Charles Justice, coalheaver, left ear, splinter, slightly ; Thomas Jones, coal-

heaver, scalp, splinter, slightly ; Francis Marr, corporal marines, scalp, splinter,

slightly; Michael Doyle, ordinary seaman, contusions, splinter, slightly ; Richard
Williams, ordinary seaman, contusions, splinter, slightly ; Samuel Walker, fire-

man, contusions, splinter, severely; John Smith, ordinary seaman, calf of nght
leg, shell, slightly; Edward Keevin, seaman, left arm, splinter, slightly; Con-
stantine Dimond, landsman, contusions, splinter, slightly; Geo. B. Downie,
seaman, sprain of left wrist, slightly; Henry Earle, seaman, contusion, splinters,

slightly.—Total, 21.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID KINDLEBERGER.
Surgeon, United States Navy*

Captain J. P. McKinstry,
Commanding U. S. S. Monongahela.

Injuries to machinery of the Monongahela.

United States Steamer Monongahela,
March 15, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that whilst the engines were baching, during

the engagement of this morning, the crank-pin of the forward engine became
heated. I was obliged to stop the engines to slack off the brasses, having found

it impossible to keep the pin cool by application of water. I have since exam-
ined the pin and brasses, and find the brasses cut and the pin quite rough.

I consider it necessary that the brasses and pin should be smoothed before the

engines can be considered in an efficient condition. Six hours will be required

to perform the work.
The only injury done to the machinery during the action was by a shot

striking the reversing arm on the after engine, battering up the end, and sev-

eral holes in the smoke-pipe and ventilators.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE F. KUTZ,
Chief Engineer, United States Navy.

Captain J. P. McKinstry, U. S. N.,

Commanding U. S. Steamer Monongahela.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander John Waiters, commanding United States

steamer Kineo.

United States Gunboat Kineo,
Below Port Hudson, March 15, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part this vessel

played in the action of last night :

As we advanced steadily up the river, in the position assigned by the gen-

eral sailing order, secured to the port side of the United States steamer Monon-
gahela for the purpose of mutual support, we were unable to join in the action

until 10.30 p. m. When abreast the lowest battery, with which our consort

was engaged, we received fire of musketry from the opposite bank, which was
replied to immediately with two- second shrapnell and grape, silencing them
quickly. In this manner we continued steadily on, our consort keeping up a

brisk fire upon the enemy's batteries, whose fire we were receiving, and we
watching for a renewal of the musketry from the west bank. An hour later,

when under the principal batteries, and getting along very well, although the

atmosphere was greatly obscured by the smoke of our guns, and it was difficult

to see we had kept the channel, and had reached the bend of the river, our fore-

gaff was shot away, and a few seconds afterwards a shot lodged in our rudder-

post, splitting it, and rendering the rudder useless. Endeavored to work it with

relieving tackles and rudder chains, but found it could not be moved to the

right or left. Sent a man over the stern in a bowline to examine the damage,
and found the shot firmly imbedded between the rudder-post and the stern-post,

thereby wedging it completely, and rendering it unserviceable.

At this time we were receiving the heaviest fire of the enemy's batteries, who
generally fired over, and our consort being damaged also in the rudder was unable

to keep the channel, and the two vessels were driven ashore by the current,

which was very strong, and thrown on Thompson's Point, going full speed.

The Monongahela, being deeper draught, grounded first, and stopped with a

great shock. Stopped the engines, and reversed quickly, but our momentum
was so great the fasts between the two vessels were all torn away, except one
hawser. Our fore channels and rigging were swept off, our bower anchor thrown
in on deck, the hammock netting torn away, and several stanchions. We drove
about a ship's length ahead, and grounded within ten feet of the bank. The
engines being reversed we succeeded in getting off. Backed down to the Mo-
nongahela to render assistance, which was asked for, she being still hard aground,
and receiving a terrific fire. Astern of her the Mississippi was also ashore.

It is proper to state at this time that our pilot was on board the Monongahela,
where he had been assisting the other pilot, by order of Captain McKinstry, of

the Monongahela ; and here we were separated without a pilot, and the ship

disabled seriously. Had great difficulty in working the ship in the current, so as to

get near the Monongahela, which we could only do by alternating the motions of

the engines, but could not get near enough to receive her hawsers, in consequence
of the current cutting us off. Then resolved to go ahead, and try to spring her
off with the hawser we had, in which we were successful, and her bow swung
off into deep water; seeing which, and being unable to render further assistance,

cast off and dropped this ship by the current past the batteries under a severe
fire, most of which passed over us, which was very remarkable, because the
burning ship Mississippi enabled them to see us plainly. Under these circum-
stances the first thought was to save the ship; and knowing we could do them
little damage with our light battery, suspended fire, and dropped down out of
their range. As we drew near the mortar fleet our engines also became disabled,

but we soon obtained a favorable position for anchoring, and came to near the

head of Profit island at 3.30 a. m. Soon after anchoring heard a cry for aid,
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and sent a boat, which picked up an officer and eighteen men belonging to the

Mississippi.

In conclusion, I cannot speak in too high terms of the steady bearing and
gallant conduct of the officers and men of this vessel, every one of whom be-

haved well; and I particularly mention my executive officer, Lieutenant Frede-

rick Rodgers, and Acting Master Oliver Colburn, to whose able and gallant ser-

vices I am greatly indebted in saving the vessel after she was crippled.

There are no casualties, I am happy to state. The damage of vessel as fol-

lows :

Fore-gaff cut in two ; starboard hammock netting carried away forward ; rud-

der stock badly split and crippled by 32-pounder shot; four awning stanchions

carried away ; starboard cathead carried away ; starboard fore-channels carried

away, and chain-plates damaged; propeller fouled by hawser; counter slightly

damaged; shot hole through side and into coal-bunker.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN WATTERS,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Captain J. P. McKinstry, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Monongahela, Senior Officer.

Report of Commander C. H. B. Caldwell, commanding United States steamer
Essex.

United States Iron-clad Essex,
Bclotv Port Hudson, Mississippi River, March 15, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that as the flag-ship Hartford passed this

vessel we got under way, and leaving the mortar vessels, proceeded up the river

some distance, and took up a position to enfilade the lower batteries.

At 11 the enemy fired the first gun on the Hartford; and this being the sig-

nal (agreeably to the orders of the admiral) for the mortar vessels to commence,
I made the signal for them to open fire, and it was continued by them and this

vessel without intermission till 1.30, the vessels throwing a total of 296 shells,

including 90 from this vessel.

The effect of the fire of the mortar vessels seemed to paralyze the efforts of the

enemy at the lower batteries, and we observed that their fire was quite feeble

compared to that of the upper batteries.

About 10 o'clock a boat from the Mississippi came alongside with wounded men,
and reported their vessel ashore, and that a large number of the men were on the

opposite bank. We crossed the river immediately, and took a number on board.

The Mississippi had been observed on fire for some time. She was now coming
down quite fast in flames, and close into the west bank. I was obliged to re-

cross the river to get out of her way, fearing an explosion from her magazine at

any moment. As she passed the mortar boats the guns of her port battery were
discharged, owing to the heat, throwing the shells over the vessels, but for-

tunately doing no damage.
After she passed down we crossed the river again, and took on board all the

remainder of the crew that were there, making in all received on board about

sixty officers and men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. H. B. CALDWELL,
Com'dr, U. S. N, Com'dg Mortar Flotilla, Miss. River.

James Alden, U. S. N.,

Com'dr, Com'dg U. S. Naval Forces below Port Hudson, Miss. River.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Amos Johnson, commanding United

States steamer Sachem.

United States Steamer Sachem,
Below Port Hudson, March 15, 1803.

Sir : I beg leave to make you the following report: At about 9 p. m. of the

14th the flag-ship Hartford signalized for the fleet to get under way for the

purpose of attacking the batteries at Port Hudson. At 11 p. m. the whole

fleet, in regular order, was nearing the batteries when the admiral's ship opened

her fire on the batteries ; simultaneously the mortar vessels opened their fire

also, when a general and hot engagement ensued on both sides. The Sachem
ran up and took position close by the Essex, from whence she opened fire with

a 20-pound Parrott and two 32-pounders on the starboard side. At about 1 a. m.

a vessel was discovered coming down the river. The Sachem was ordered

by the Essex to meet her, and learn what was the matter. It proved to be the

sloop Richmond, the Genesee having her in tow, she being disabled by a shot

carrying away the steam-pipe. She anchored about four miles below the bat-

teries. On my return to report I met a boat coming down, stating that the

Mississippi was on shore and wanted assistance. I was then standing towards

her, when a boat came alongside containing Captain Smith and Lieutenant

Dewey, and one other officer from the Mississippi, stating that all hands had
landed or left the ship for the shore, and that the Essex had gone over to the

port side of the river for the purpose of picking up the crew. When Captain

Smith learned the Richmond was below he desired to be taken on board of her.

We, having set him on board of her, were proceeding up river again when the

Sachem was struck by a raft, it breaking in two and fouling her propeller, and
being then just ahead of the Richmond, I was compelled to let go my anchor to

prevent a collision with her. Just at this time the Mississippi came drifting

down towards the Sachem, all on fire, and I was compelled to slip my cable to

keep out of her way. The Sachem was kept employed the remaining part of

the time till four o'clock in picking up the stray men from the Mississippi. It

was now found that only the admiral's ship and the Albatross had succeeded in

passing the batteries. The Sachem received no damage, excepting a fracture

in the 20-pound Parrott, extending from the muzzle for the length of ten inches,

after firing twenty-one charges, rendering it now unsafe for further use.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AMOS JOHNSON,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Captain James Aldeiv,

Commanding U. S. Sloop-of- War Richmond.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
Neiv Orleans, January 21, 1861.

Sir: I was much surprised to see an article in the New York Journal of
Commerce, of January 8, stating that the operations on the Mississippi river

were delayed by my fleet not being ready for service. I should not have taken
any notice of this article had it not been stated that the information was de-
rived from the WT

ar Department. Permit me to assure the department that
there has not been an hour in the last three months that I was not willing and
ready to co-operate with the army, and I have, from time to time, so notified

the commanding generals.
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Recent losses, consequent upon the disasters at Galveston, have greatly

weakened my force, but such as it is, it is kept ready for action at all times.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE GRAND GULF BATTERIES.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
Below Warrcnton, Mississippi, March 19, 1863.

Sir: On the morning of the 15th instant we dropped down the river to

nearly within range of the Port Hudson batteries, for the purpose of ascertain-

ing if it was possible to communicate across the peninsula, as I had an army
signal officer on board for that purpose, but we could see nothing from the

mastheads. I fired three signal guns, as agreed upon with General Banks, to

notify him of our safe passage, and we proceeded on up to the mouth of Red
river, whither the rebel steamers had all preceded me.

I arrived off Red river on the morning of the 16th, and remained there

during the day exercising the crew at target practice.

The next morning (17th) I got under way and proceeded up to Natchez,

where I anchored for the night, tore down a portion of the telegraph communi-
cating between that place and Port Hudson, and sent a despatch (A) to the

mayor by the hand of Captain Jenkins.

On the following morning (18th) got under way and proceeded up to within

a few miles of Grand Gulf and anchored for the night.

This morning (19th) got under way, and at 7 a. m. we were fired upon by a

battery of four guns (rifled) from a cliff at Grand Gulf. We engaged this bat-

tery and continued the action until we had passed up out of range.

Our losses were two men killed and six wounded. I herewith enclose the

fleet surgeon's report (B.) This is the only battery we have encountered in

our passage from Port Hudson.
About ten miles above Grand Gulf we saw the wreck of the Indianola, on

the right bank of the river. She was partially submerged, and her upper works
appear to have been very much shattered by an explosion, although there is

still much valuable iron on her, which will be probably taken by the rebels, as

I understand an individual has contracted with the confederate government to

raise her.

I anchored to-day at 4 p. m. a few miles below Warrenton, Mississippi.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

A.

Letter to the Mayor of Natchez.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,

Off Natchez, Mississippi, March 17, 1863.

Sir : I trust that it is unnecessary to remind you of my desire to avoid the

necessity of punishing the innocent for the guilty, and to express to you the

hope that the scene of firing on the United States boats will not be repeated by
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either the lawless people of Natchez or by the guerilla forces ; otherwise I shall

be compelled to do the act most repugnant to my feelings, by firing on your

town in defence of my people and the honor of my flag.

I shall be most happy to see his honor the mayor on board.

Very respectfully,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.

His Honor the Mayor,

Of Natchez, Mississippi.

B.

Fleet Surgeon Foltz's report of casualties.

Flag-Ship Hartford, March 19, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following casualties on board this vessel

during the engagement with the batteries in passing Grand Gulf this morning, viz

:

Killed.—Charles Sweeney, landsman, shot in head; Dennis Driseoll, lands-

man, shot in abdomen.
Wounded.—William Brown, seaman, arm, slightly; James Robbins, lands-

man, knee, slightly; John Brown, marine, head, slightly; Michael Corcoran,

marine, shoulder, slightly ; William Luther, landsman, head, slightly ; Patrick

Cook, marine, side, slightly.

Total : Two killed ; six wounded.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

REPORT OF CAPTAIN ALDEN OF THE DEATH OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
A. B. CUMMINGS.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Fort Hudson, March 23, 1863.

Sir : It becomes my melancholy duty to inform the department of the death

of Lieutenant Commander A. B. Cummings, late executive officer of this ship.

The fact of his being grievously wounded, by the loss of his leg in the action

of the 14th instant, was stated in my despatch dated the following day. He
was removed immediately, by the advice of the surgeon, to New Orleans, where
he died on the 18th instant. Three days after he left us doing apparently well.

In the death of this young and gallant officer the country has sustained a loss

which can never be repaired. I can truly say that, to me personally, it has

been a crushing calamity. In the hour of need he was the main stay and sup-

port to his commander, and a tower of strength to the officers and crew, who
had so long and had been so used to look up to him for counsel and advice.

My feelings on this occasion have been expressed in an address which I

thought it fitting and proper to deliver at a general muster on the quarter deck
of this ship, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, and which I respectfully re-

quest may be spread upon the records of the Navy Department.
I have the honor to be, very truly, your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN,
Commander and Senior Officer present.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Address of Captain Alden to the officers and crew of the Richmond,
March 22, 1863.

With deep sorrow I call you together to announce the death of our late ex-

ecutive officer, Lieutenant Commander A. B. Cummings, at New Orleans. It

has pleased God to take from among- us our gallant friend in the fulness of his

energies and usefulness. You all well know the importance of his services in

this ship; his conscientious d< votion to duty; his justice and even temper in

maintaining discipline; his ability in preparing for emergencies, and his coolness

in meeting them. All these qualities he brought to his country in the hour of

need, and he has sealed his devotion with his life. The fatal cannon shot

struck him when he stood on the "bridge" cheering the men at the guns and
directing their fire. He was thrown down upon the deck, but his presence of

mind still remained—he said: "Quick! boys, pick me up
;
put a tourniquet on

my leg; send my letters to my wife; tell them I fell in doing my duty."

When below, he said to the surgeon : "If there are others worse hurt attend

to them first;" "Nolan, are you here, too?" He inquired about Howard, and
his thoughts were directly of others and of success in the fight. When told

that the noise he heard was from the escape of steam, and that the ship could

no longer stem the current, he exclaimed: "I would rather lose the other leg

than go back ; can nothing be done? there is a south wind; where are the sails 1

"

Friends, the high object of our country in this war is, "that peace and hap-

piness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be established among us for

all generations."

In this sacred cause has fallen the Christian gentleman, whose death we now
lament. In this cause have fallen all the brave men whose blood has stained

these decks. We cannot do our duty better, but let us at least try to do it as well.

JAMES ALDEN,
Commanding, and Senior Officer present.

Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut of his movements above Port Hudson.

IT. S. Flag-Ship Hartford,
Above Port Hudson, Louisiana, April 6, 1863.

Sir: I have had the honor to address you, via Cairo, on the 16th ultimo,

relative to my passage by Port Hudson and the disaster to my fleet on the

19th ultimo, detailing my passage up the river past Grand Gulf, and on the

27th ultimo concerning my communicating with Acting Rear-Admiral D. D.

Porter and Major General Grant, my encounters with the Warrenton batteries,

&c, &c.

I succeeded in obtaining from Admiral Porter only one ram, the Switzerland,

which General Ellet had sent down previous to his (the admiral's) arrival ; and

the admiral is of the opinion that he had no vessels suitable to send down, but

promised to be down soon himself at the mouth of Red river, via Lake Provi-

dence, Bayou Macon, and Black river, with a suitable force to co-operate with

General Banks in an attack upon Port Hudson. General Grant also sent me a

communication for General Banks, informing him that if the expedition could

be gotten through that way, and he thought it could, he would send 20,000

men to attack Port Hudson from above, while General Banks should attack it

from below.

They succeeded in sending me down, past Vicksburg, both coal and provis-

ions, and as soon as the repairs to the Switzerland were completed—which oc-

cupied three or four days—I notified General Grant and Admiral Porter that I
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should return to the mouth of Red river to cut off the enemy's supplies, and

there remain until their arrival or the exhaustion of my supplies, when I should

return to New Orleans.

While below Vicksburg I destroyed a wharf-boat which I found some three

miles above Warrington, by firing her with shells.

During the last two days of my stay it blew a gale of wind from the noith,

and the steamer Vicksburg broke adrift from her moorings at the city and went
ashore opposite to me. I entertained an idea of bringing her down with me as

a depot. Upon examining, I found she had no machinery, nor, in fact, anything

in her save four muskets and accoutrements which belonged, probably, to the

guard. Peceiving she would be a great clog to my movements, I hesitated about

taking her in tow, and while so hesitating the enemy set fire to her and she

was totally consumed.

On the night of the 29th ultimo the Albatross, and on that of the 30th ultimo

the Switzerland, came down to my anchorage; and on the morning of the 31st

ultimo we got under way and proceeded down the river as far as the place

where I had seen the Indianola, and there we anchored for the purpose of as-

certaining if I could do anything in the way of making her destruction more
complete, but to my surprise she was not to be found anywhere; and the ne-

groes informed us that during the gale she had slipped off into deep water.

At 6 p. m., 30th ultimo, we got under way and proceeded down to Grand
Gulf. At 8 p. m. the enemy opened fire upon us with four pieces of rifled ar-

tillery and one or two heavy guns, which latter we supposed to be on board of

a steamer ; we had heard of their having been sent down from Vicksburg in

order to arrest our progress.

The steamer was from out of the Big Black river. They struck the Swit-

zerland twice, but did her no damage; they did not strike the Albatross,

and struck this ship but once, causing the death of William Jones, lands-

man, by a fragment of an iron hammock stanchion flying forward nearly half

the length of the ship. This was our only casualty, and we anchored for the

night just below Grand Gulf. On the evening of April 1 we reached Red
river, wh^re I remained until this morning for the purpose of giving a good im-

pression of our permanent blockade.

I learn from rebel letters and newspapers captured in a mail on the night of

the 2d of their determination to attack us with a number of river boats, and
attempt to carry us by boarding, for all of which we are pretty well prepared,

and I hope to give them some trouble ere they accomplish their design.

I left my anchorage this morning for the purpose of communicating across

the peninsula with General Banks and the officers of my squadron.

The health of the officers and crew is generally good.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT, Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER DIANA AND BARRATAMA, ETC.

United States Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, April 13, 1863.

Sir : In the absence from here of Rear-Admiral Farragut, who is still above
Port Hudson, I have the honor to report to you the occurrences in this squadron
which have taken place since my last report to you (No. 6) dated March 31.

I regret to inform you of the capture of the United States steamer Diana in
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Berwick bay on the 28th of March, 1863. I enclose herewith a copy of the

report of Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke, of the Estrella, detailing all

that he then knew of the affair. He promises in it to make another and more
detailed report ; this has not as yet been received. I have since been informed

that Acting Master's Mates Hall and Dolliver have both died of their wounds.
The United States iron-clad steamer Barrataria, fitted up by Admiral Farra-

gut here, and despatched into Lake Pontchatrain, grounded whilst making a

reconnoissance. She was attacked by the enemy, and was set on fire and
abandoned by her officers and crew. I enclose herewith the report of Acting

Ensign James T. Perkins, the officer in command at the time—her commander,
Acting Master Francis E. Blanchard, having left her and come to this city for

medical treatment.

I also send a report of Colonel Clark, 6th Michigan volunteers, made to

Brigadier General Sherman, and by him sent to me, who was on board at the

time of her loss with a party charged with the duty of making the recon-
* "M" *&* at* «M* -U* *U* -V* ^k.

Mr. Gabaudan, the admiral's secretary, arrived here on the 9th, having passed

the batteries at night in a skiff. The object of his coming down was to confer

with General Banks as to the practicability of opening a communication with

the admiral across a peninsula which makes out opposite Port Hudson. He
returns to-morrow to rejoin the admiral. He has made me a report of the pro-

ceeding of the admiral above Port Hudson, a copy of which is herewith

forwarded to you.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY W. MORRIS,
Commodore and Senior Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke.

United States Gunboat Estrella,
Berwick Bay, March 30, 1863.

Sir : I have to report that on the 28th instant the Diana was sent into Grand
Lake on a reconnoissance, with Lieutenant Allen, of General Weitzel's staff,

and two companies of infantry, on board. She was ordered to proceed down
the Atchafalaya river as far as the mouth of the Teche, and return by the

lake. Disobeying this order, Captain Peterson attempted to return to Berwick
bay by way of the Atchafalaya. After passing the mouth of the Teche he
was attacked from shore by neld-pieces and sharpshooters. The men fought

well, the action lasting for two hours and three-quarters. Early in the engage-

ment Captain Peterson was killed, and his executive officer, Acting Master
Hall, mortally wounded, also Master's Mate Dolliver, leaving but one officer,

Master's Mate Weston, who behaved with the utmost bravery. The tiller-

ropes were shot away, the ensigns disabled, and she finally drifted ashore,when
it was impossible to fight or defend her longer, and she ultimately surrendered

to the enemy. As soon as the firing was heard at the bay the Calhoun was
sent into the lake to ascertain the cause. She arrived at the mouth of the

Atchafalaya, where she grounded and remained until midnight. Several of the

crew of the Diana who escaped reached the Calhoun and informed Captain

Jordan that the Diana had been captured in the Atchafalaya river, near Pat-

tersonville. Captain Jordan lightened his vessel by throwing overboard a

portion of his coal, ammunition, and provisions, and reached the bay at 2
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o'clock a. in. on the 29th instant. The Estrella had gone below with a pilot for

the Sachem and Clifton.

I have heard few particulars, but will send you a more detailed account of

the affair as soon as it can be obtained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. COOKE,
Lieut. CorrCdr U. S. Navy, Conig Forces, Berwick Bay.

Commodore Henry M. Morris,
Commodore and Senior Officer, at New Orleans, La.

Fleet Surgeon Foltz's report of casualties on board the Diana.

New Orleans, May ^2, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully report the following casualties on board the United States

steamer Diana during her engagement with the rebel forces on the Atchafalaya

on the 28th of March last. The list has just been received, viz :

Killed.—Thomas L. Peterson, acting master, Minie ball through heart;

Thomas G. Hale, acting master's mate, Minie ball through lungs; George C.
Dolliver, acting master's mate, cannon ball in abdomen; James McNally, acting

assistant enginer, Minie ball in head; Robert Crawford, boatswain's mate,

cannon ball, legs ; James Mumford, captain forecastle, cannon ball, chest.

Wounded.—Patrick Paddon, first-class fireman, gunshot wound, leg ampu-
tated; John Vicars, second-class fireman, gunshot wound in abdomen, slightly;

John Cameron, quartermaster, gunshot wound in scalp, slightly.

Total—6 killed; 3 wounded.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,

Commanding JV. G. B. Squadron.

Report of Acting Ensig?i James T. Perkins.

On board United States Yacht Corypheus,
Lake Pontchartrain, April 9, 1863,

Sir: It is with regret that I have to report to you the destruction of the
United States iron-clad Barrataria at the mouth of the Amite river, in Lake
Maraupas, under the following circumstances : At 6 a, m. on the morning of the
7th instant left the South Pass Manchac bridge under orders from General
Sherman, and Colonel Clarke, of the 6th regiment Michigan volunteers, com-
manding.

Expedition on a reconnoissance in Lake Maraupas ; We steamed over towards
the river Amite, intending to examine its mouth ; the pilot, Mr. John Robin-
son, stating that there was at all times five feet of water on the bar ; and our
draught being three feet six inches, when on the b ir she struck on a sunken snag,
lifting her bows some two feet out of water. The engines were immediately
stopped and reversed, but without avail. The depth of water at this point was
eight feet. I then ran an anchor astern, and did everything in my power to

24 N
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haul her off. I had stores and ammunition shifted forward aft. At 2 p. m. Mr.
Gregory, acting master's mate, and the pilot, with seven men, went on shore to

cut a tree for the purpose of lifting her bows off the snag, and as they were re-

turning on board they were fired at by a party of guerillas lying hid behind

trees and bushes. One man was wounded seriously in the right arm. I at once

called the guns' crew to quarters, and commenced shelling the woods. As we
were but about fifty yards from the shore, I ordered the forward gun to be left

and use the after one, as it was useless to expose the men to the galling fire of

muskety which the enemy were firing at us. I would here mention that I had
on board Colonel Clarke, Captain Gordon, Lieutenant Ellis, and ten privates of

the 6th regiment Michigan volunteers, who assisted with their rifles to the best

advantage. After a short engagement of about half an hour the firing ceased

on the enemy's side, and we again tried to get the vessel afloat. 1 ordered

everything that would tend to lighten her to be thrown overboard, and then ran

out another anchor on the starboard quarter, and hove taut on the lines, but

could not start her, the engines backing with 140 pounds steam on. I then

took the line to our stern-wheel and tried to heave her off with the engines, but

without avail. After consulting Colonel Clarke and my officers it was decided

to spike the forward gun and heave it overboard to lighten her forward, as it

was getting dark, and expecting that the enemy would bring down a large force

and try and capture the vessel. I then hove again on the lines, but could not

start her. As a last resort the water was blown out of the boiler for the purpose

of lightening her, but she still stuck fast. I again consulted with all the officers

on board, and not wishing to surrender the vessel into the hands of the enemy,

it
#
was decided to set fire to her and leave her under cover of darkness. At 6.30

p m. got all my men into the boats, after getting all ready for firing her and
spiking the after guns ; then shoved off. Mr. Gregory then lit the fires and got

off in a small dugout which we had on board. As we left the vessel the enemy
fired two volleys of musketry at us, but without effect. We laid off at a

distance of two hundred yards, and saw that she was effectually destroyed. At
6.50 p. m. the magazine exploded. She then burnt to the water's edge. I

saved most of my small-arms and signal book; the officers and crew lost every-

thing but what they had on. After being assured of her total destruction we
made our way to South Pass Manchac, and arrived there at 12.30 a. m. The
assistant surgeon of the 6th regiment Michigan volunteers rendered all assist-

ance to the wounded man, but was obliged to amputate his arm at the shoulder

joint. At 11 a. m. on the morning of the 8th instant I left my men in charge

of Mr. Gregory, at Pass Manchac, and proceeded to town for the purpose of

reporting to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. T. Spear, of the yacht Corypheus.

The name of the wounded man is John A. Shaw, seaman.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES T. PERKINS,
Acting Ensign in Command.

Commodore H. W. Morris,
Senior Officer Naval Forces, New Orleans.

Pass Manchac, La.,

April 27, 1863—11 o'clock p. m.

General : It becomes my duty to inform you of the loss of the gunboat

Barrataria.

I started this morning at 6 a. m. for the purpose of looking around the mouth

of the rivers and bayous entering Lake Maraupas. At quarter before eight,
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just as we were entering the mouth of the Amite, we struck on a snag in eight

feet of water. We all worked faithfully until 6 p. m., but was unable to move
her. About 8 p. m. we were attacked, and the men driven under cover. After

every effort had failed to get her off, and being continually annoyed by the

enemy's fire, Captain Perkins decided to abandon her. As soon as it got hazy

the vessel was fired, and the men put into the small boat, and now just reached

the pass. The boat is a perfect wreck. The captain will be down to-morrow

and give you the particulars.

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS S. CLARKE,
Colonel Sixth Michigan Volunteers.

Report of Rear-Admiral Farragutfs secretary,. E. C. Gabaudan.

United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,

Off New Orleans, April 13, 18G3.

Sir : On the morning of the 27th, about daybreak, the admiral in the Hart-

ford engaged the batteries at Warrenton, three miles below Vicksburg, and
passed below it. On the morning of the 29th, before daylight, the Albatross

having taken in a full supply of provisions from a barge which had been floated

down the previous morning by Admiral Porter, also passed the Warrenton bat-

tery and anchored near the flag-ship. It was blowing quite heavily from the

north, and on the morning of the 29th, about 1 a. m., the wharf-boat Vicks-

burg, having broken adrift from her moorings at the city, floated down and ran

ashore opposite to where the Hartford and Albatross were anchored. During
the day (29th) an officer was sent on board of the Vicksburg, but found that

her machinery had all been removed, and she had nothing on board save some four

muskets and accoutrements, which probably belonged to the guard. While the

admiral was hesitating as to the propriety of retaining her as a wharf-boat, or

rather depot, the rebels came clown and, on the night of the 30th, burnt her.

The Switzerland, Hartford, and Albatross, being all filled up with coal and
provisions, floated down by General Grant and Admiral Porter in barges. The
damages to the Switzerland being fully repaired, that vessel passed Warrenton
on the morning of the 31st, and at daylight the little squadron got under way
and proceeded down the river to a Mr. Turner's plantation, where, on our passage

up, we had seen the wreck of the Indianola. We found no traces of the wreck,

but learnt that it had slid off into deep water during the late gale. We anchored
at this place and remained until about 6.30 p. m., when we got under way, pro-

ceeded down, and engaged the battery at Grand Gulf. This battery consisted

of some two or three heavy guns sent down from Vicksburg. One of these

guns was mounted upon a steamer, which had been concealed up the Big Black
river. The enemy also had a light field battery. They struck the Switzerland

twice, doing no damage, however. The Albatross was struck only once, but

this shot struck an iron hammock stanchion, threw a fragment of it forward
nearly half the length of the ship, and killed Jones (landsman;) this was
one only casualty. We passed this battery in about fifteen minutes, and anchored
below Grand Gulf for the night.

At daylight on the 1st got under way, proceeded to the mouth of Red river,

where we anchored about sundown, destroying, in our passage down, a large

number of skiffs and flat-boats.

We remained blockading Red river at its mouth until the morning of the 6th

instant, when we got under way at about 4.30 a. m. and proceeded down to

Bayou Sara, where we stopped, seized upon and threw into the river about
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10,000 sacks of corn, and then proceeded on our way to Port Hudson, where
we anchored about iive miles above the batteries at 3 p. m. on the 6th.

On the evening of the 7th, at 8.15 p. m., I left the Hartford and boarded the

Richmond, off Baton Rouge, about 2 a m. on the 8th instant.

The health of the squadron above is good.

Very respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,

E. 0. GABAUDAN, R. A. Secretary.

Commodore H. W. Morris,
Commanding Lower Divisions of TV. G. B. 'Squadron.

REAR-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT'S REPORT OF THE BLOCKADE OF RED RIVER,
ETC.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
A 1 ove Port Hudson, Louisiana, April 15, 1863.

Sir: Since my last communication of the Gth instant, No. 84, I sent down
my secretary, Mr. Gabaudan, who volunteered to pass Port Hudson in a skiff,

to communicate with Commodore Morris, also with General Banks. His trip

down was perfectly successful, and his arrival was made known to me by rockets

from the Essex.

On the following morning, (8th,) I returned to the mouth of Red river and
caught two steamers outside, but one, being about five minutes ahead of me, made
her escape. The other, the J. D. Clark, 1 captured. She had on board Major
Howard, of the C. S. commissary department, who was making extensive

arrangements for the crossing of cattle over to the eastern shore of the river, at

various places; all of which was frustrated by his capture.

I have since been engaged blockading the Red river and looking up and
down the Mississippi from Fort Adams to Bayou Sara, watching the movements
of the enemy and destroying all b ats of every description found in the river,

so as to prevent the crossing of cattle, hogs, and food of every kind.

If I had been so fortunate as to have gotten two more of my vessels through,

or could have gotten them from Admiral Porter, I could have made the blockade

complete from Grand Gulf to Port Hudson; as it is, my force is too small to

separate.

To-day (15th) I returned here according to appointment, and found the Rich-

mond below. We communicated by signal, which was remarkably well executed

by Lieutenant Eaton of the signal corps, whom General Banks kindly placed on
board this ship, and by Lieutenant Abbott on the Richmond.

I sent the Albatross to an appointed place, mouth of False river, and there

found Mr. Gabaudan with his escort. He returned on board with his communi-
cations from below.

I shall return again to-morrow to the mouth of Red river, and will remain

there until my coal is nearly expended or I hear from General Grant, and if he

is not able to comply with his promises, from causes beyond his control, I shall

return to New Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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REPORT OF COMMODORE H. W. MORRIS OF THE DESTRUCTION OF REBEL
GUNBOATS IN BERWICK'S BAY.

United States Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, April 18, 1863.

Sir: I Lave the pleasure to inform you that I have received telegraphic de-

spatches from Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke, commanding the Estrella

and other vessels in Berwick's bay, that they have destroyed, after a fight of

twenty minutes, the rebel steamer Queen of the West, and that they have since

then destroyed two others, viz., the Diana and the LTart, and that they were
about starting for Bute la Rose for the purpose of attacking the Webb and
another rebel steamer, and which, I believe, are the only two left of the enemy's
vessels in those waters.

After the sinking of our gunboat Kinsman, by being snagged, and the cap-

ture of the Diana by the enemy, I ordered the gunboat Clifton to be withdrawn
from the Mississippi sound, (where she had been blockading Grant's pass,) and
go into Berwick's bay to strengthen the flotilla there. I also withdrew the gun-

boat Sachem from Baton Rouge for the same purpose. But, unfortunately, this

vessel on her passage around there sprung a leak and put back in a sinking

condition. With the greatest difficulty she was prevented doing so after her

arrival here, and I now have her hauled up on a marine railway undergoing
repairs.

I ordered the steamer Arizona into Berwick's bay, and also the small steam-

tug Reliance, recently purchased by the admiral here. The arrival of these

vessels in Berwick's bay has led to the successes which Lieutenant Commander
Cooke has telegraphed to me, and which I refer to above.

I have received a communication from Captain Alden, elated just below Port

Hudson, informing me that they are enabled to have telegraphic despatches with

the admiral when he is down the river at a point a little above Port Hudson.
The admiral was engaged in blockading the mouth of Red river in order to cut

off the enemy's supplies of provisions from reaching the garrison at Port

Hudson.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY W. MORRIS,
Commodore and Senior Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

SKIRMISH AT SABINE PASS.—DEATH OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER Mc-

DERMOT.

United States Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, April 25, 1S63.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith the report of Commander Read,
of the New London, relating to the death of Lieutenant Commander McDermot,
of the Cayuga. That vessel arrived here yesterday, bringing his remains. He
was buried to-day, with a military funeral. His body is deposited in a ceme-
tery, from whence it can be removed by his friends to the north, when they may
wish it to be done.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY W. MORRIS,
Commodore and Senior Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander A. Read.

United States Steamer New London,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, Saturday evening, April 18, 1863.

Sir : This afternoon, about four o'clock, a flag of truce was seen coming out

of the pass, and I sent a flag to meet it. By it I received the melancholy
intelligence of the death of Lieutenant Commander D. A. McDerrnot. I was
informed that at the time he was captured he did not think himself severely

injured, but shortly after being taken to Sabine City he expired. The officer

who came out with the flag informed us that if we could preserve the remains

they would give them up ; if not, they would bury him with military honors.

They also informed us that two of the Cayuga's crew were slightly wounded,
and admitted, on their part, the loss of one lieutenant killed.

From the fact that I saw Lieutenant Commander McDermot standing up in

his boat and waving his white handkerchief in surrender, and from the location

of his wounds, I am of the full conviction that he was mortally wounded while

sitting on his boat after surrender.

I sent in a boat with Assistant Surgeon Bogart, of the Cayuga, and Acting

Assistant Surgeon Kendall, of the New London, to embalm the body and bring

it off. The remains have been received on board the Cayuga, and will be for-

warded to his friends by the first opportunity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. BEAD,
Lieutenant Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary oj the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

United States Steamer New London,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, April 18, 1863.

Sir : Having sent in boats several times of late to take observations, and the

result of the same seeming to show that the enemy was in small force at Sabine

City, I concluded this morning to take a final observation in person preparatory

to making an attempt to cut out the steamboats lying at the town. My object

was to ascertain the positions of the steamers as to each other, and their situa-

tion as to their probab'e relief from the troops in the town, in case I should

make an attack. I took a boat's crew of five, together with James G. Taylor,

pilot, and at half past nine o'clock this morning started to go in. Lieutenant

Commander D. A. McDermot, of the gunboat Cayuga, with a boat's crew,

accompanied me. We directed our course towards the light-house, where our

former expeditions have landed without molestation.

The light-house is situated upon the Louisiana side of the pass, and about

four miles from Sabine City. It stands upon an open piece of ground, affording

no place of concealment for an enemy excepting the light-house and keeper's

house, and, with proper precaution, is considered a safe place to land.

Captain McDermot landed on the beach about a quarter of a mile nearer the

light-house than myself, and he and his men went directly towards the light-

house and keeper's house. I landed, and, with three of my men, was walking

along the beach under partial cover of a low ridge ; the others, with the pilot,

remaining' in the boat to bring it around the point. As Captain McDermot
approached the light-house, a party of the enemy, numbering between sixty and

seventy, suddenly made their appearance from behind the light-keeper's house
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and took three of the Cayuga's boat's crew prisoners at once. The enemy
commenced firing. We commenced retreating to our boats, and succeeded in

reaching them, but they were in shallow water and mud. The New London's

crew were ordered to jump into the water and to try to shove it into deeper

water, which was done. Captain McDermot and two of his men were in his

boat, and when we were about ten yards from him I saw him standing up and
waving his white handkerchief to surrender, probably thinking that further at-

tempt at escape was useless. The enemy then directed their lire upon the boat

of the New London, pouring in volley after volley of rifle balls and buck shot.

We returned their fire as effectively as we could, and succeeded in bringing off

our boat, though in a crippled condition, and but one man in it was uninjured.

Considering the murderous fire to which we were exposed, and the overwhelming
number of the enemy in comparison with our own, our escape is almost miracu-

lous. The boat was completely riddled.

Lieutenant Commander McDermot and his boat's crew are in the hands of

the enemy.
I cannot omit calling the attention of the department to the efficient service

rendered in this and all our other boat expeditions by James G. Taylor, pilot;

though severely wounded in two places he kept firing at the enemy with good
effect. I cannot forbear mentioning the bravery and intrepidity of my boat's

crew, all of whom, with but one exception, were wounded, but who nevertheless

brought the boat off to the vessel. I would particularly mention Gabriel Chala-

pas, ordinary seaman, who, notwithstanding a most severe and painful wound
in the foot, kept his place at the oar from the time we left the beach until we
reached the vessel.

I herewith transmit the report of casualties by Acting Assistant Surgeon L.

H. Kendall.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. READ,
Lieutenant Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer New London,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, April 20, 1S63.

Sir : I very respectfully wish to submit the following in explanation of my
desire to make personal observations of the situation of the enemy at Sabine
City on the 18th, which led to such unfortunate results, and the importance
of it could I have succeeded in my whole design.

By the capture of one of their river steamers at Sabine City I could have
captured seven others, and would be in possession of Sabine river and, by
destroying ferries, cut off communication between their armies in western Loui-

siana and Texas. This part of the country would readily supply the army
and navy with beef. With these views in mind, I was anxious to capture one
of their steamboats; and to be successful, I considered personal observation

necessary, as I should have accompanied so important an expedition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A . READ,
Lieutenant Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.
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Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Kendall.

United States Steamer New London,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, April 19, 1863.

Sir: I have to report the following as a list of the casualties occurring yes-

terday, April 18, in the skirmish with the enemy at Sabine Pass :

Commander A. Read, gunshot wound of the eye, serious; James G. Taylor,

pilot, gunshot wounds of the hip, scrotum and thigh, serious ; diaries Hamilton
seaman, gunshot wound of the arm, serious; Thomas H. Gormley, ordinary sea-

man, gunshot wounds of the neck and thigh, serious; Gabriel Ohalapas, ordi-

nary seaman; gunshot wound of the foot, serious ; George Miller, gunshot wound
of the thigh, slight.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LUCiAN H. KENDALL,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Commander A. Read.

REAR-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT'S REPORT OF THE BLOCKADE OF RED RIYER,

ETC.

Flag-Ship Hartford,

Off the mouth of Red river, May 2, 1S63.

Sir: Since my last despatch I have been maintaining the blockade of Red
river and doing the enemy between this place and Port Hudson all the injury

in my power. I have on two occasions caught their stores in transitu, and
destroyed a large quantity of corn, meal, potatoes, sugar, and molasses, at Bayou
Sara; I have also destroyed their flat-boats and taken their other boats when-
ever encountered. The ram Switzerland, on her last trip down, captured two
fine metallic life-boats, which we needed very much, as this ship's boats are

nearly all destroyed.

I have not returned to New Orleans, from the belief that we are doing the

enemy most harm, at this juncture, where we are:

1st. By cutting off his supplies to Port Hudson from the west bank of the

Mississippi.

2d. By preventing him from sending re-enforcements from Port Hudson to

the rebel General Taylor, whom General Banks is now pursuing towards Alex-
andria

We hope also to prevent Kirby Smith from re-enforcing Taylor with troops

which he (Kirby Smith) has gone to Arkansas for. I have not a sufficient force

to stop him at the mouth of Black river, and have therefore sent to beg of

Admiral Porter that he will send me two iron-clads, and, if they arrive in time,

I will either cut off Kirby Smith or co-operate with General Banks against

Alexandria. If my light gunboats come up the Atchafalaya I will try it with

them; but their machinery is so exposed that they are a very poor dependence
in these narrow rivers, which are just suited to the iron-clads. If Admiral Por-

ter had given me two of his vessels I should have had all the boats in Red
river by this time.

Our gunboats captured the fort at Bute la Rose, and the rebels have deserted

all their other fortifications on the Atchafalaya river and Port De Russey, on

the Red river, carrying all their guns to Alexandria, where all their workshops

are, and there they say they will make a stand, but the refugees whom I have on

board all say that the people of Alexandria are at least one-half Union.
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I received last evening, per United States steamer Arizona, via the Atchafa-

laya river, a despatch from General Banks, wishing to know if I could co-operate

with him against Alexandria. To which I replied that I would do so to the

extent of my ability, so soon as the gunboats arrived from above or below.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Hear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION UP RED RIVER FOR THE CAPTURE OF FORT DE RUSSEY
ETC.

Flag-Ship Hartford,
Above Port Hudson, May 5, 1863.

Sir : Since my last despatch, Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, having
finished his work at Grand Gulf, determined to come down in person and co-

operate with General Banks in the reduction of Alexandria. He arrived off

Red river about 1 a. m. yesterday morning.

I had sent up Red river the three small gunboats, Albatross, Estrella, and
Arizona, to make a reconnoissance and ascertain the true state of Fort De
Russey, and also to ascertain if possible whether any re-enforcements had been
sent down to the rebel General Taylor, from Arkansas.

On the arrival of the Albatross at Fort De Russoy, two steamers, the Grand
Duke and Mary T., were found to be there prepared as gunboats, and were ap-

parently removing the guns from the fort. The steamers opened fire upon the

Albatross. All the further particulars of the reconnoissance will be found in

the report (A) of Lieutenant Commander Hart.

The Albatross lost two killed and four wounded, one of the former, I regret

to say, was Mr. J. B. Hamilton, a Red river pilot sent from this ship. He was
a young man who had just received his branch, and leaves sifters and a

widowed mother in New Orleans, who were entirely dependent upon him for

their support; he had a brother in General Grant's army, from whom no intel-

ligence has been received for some months.
Mr. A. D. Merrit, pilot of the Albatross, was wounded by the same shot

which killed Mr. Hamilton, and although both of his hands were wounded, he,

with commendable zeal and patriotism, offered his services to Admiral Porter,

who took him up with his squadron. I herewith enclose the fleet-surgeon's re-

port of casualties (B.)

Feeling now that my instructions of October 2, 18G2, have been carried out
by my maintenance of the blockade of Red river until the arrival of Admiral
Porter, and learning both from the department and from the newspapers that the

iron-clads are on their way down to me, I shall return to New Orleans as

soon as practicable, leaving the Hartford and Albatross at the mouth of
Red river, to await the result of the combined attack upon Alexandria, but
with orders to Commodore Palmer to avail himself of the first good opportunity
to run down past Port Hudson,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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A.

Rejwrt of Lieutenant Commander Jno. E. Hart, commanding the Albatross.

United States Steamer Albatross,

Off Mouth of Red River, May 6, 1863.

Sir: Your orders of May 3, directing me to proceed with the United States

steamer Albatross under my command, accompanied by the United States

steamer Estrella, Lieutenant Commander A. P. Cooke, and the Arizona, com-
manded by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dan'l P. Upton, to make a reconnois-

sance up the Red river, there to ascertain about the passage of transport steamers

that possibly may have passed out of Black river to re-enforce the rebels on
Red river within the last week, then by observation, as well as by inquiry,

ascertain if Fort De llussey was occupied or abandoned, and then to return and
report to you the result of my observations, were received.

As near as circumstances would permit I have carried out your instructions,

and I very respectfully submit the following report.

At 9.45 a. m. (May 3) the Albatross left her mooring from alongside the

Mississippi river bank, and entered the Red river, followed by the steamers

Estrella and Arizona. After proceeding a short distance, it was ascertained

that the ordinary speed of the Albatross and Arizona much exceeded that of

the Estrella, and that the three vessels would necessarily occupy a greater

length of time in accomplishing the duty required than was at first supposed.

At mid-day captured a skiff containing a negro and three white men who
were endeavoring to cross the river ; their names were Wm. S. Mills, ferry mas-

ter, James M. Burch, a confederate soldier, and James A. Hayes, a farmer; I

detained them as prisoners.

When we reached the neighborhood of the mouth of Black river, I sent my
boats with officers to visit all the houses there, and to gain information with re-

gard to steamers and troops, from all who knew anything about things. We
learnt that there had been neither steamers nor troops passing for some time

past.

At sunset we reached a point on the Red river which was about twelve or

thirteen miles below Gordon's landing, or Fort De Russey, where we secured

our steamers to the trees on the banks of the river.

Captain Upton, of the Arizona, sent a boat with muffled oars to the nearest

house up the river, and secured two Frenchmen, the only male occupants.

Through an interpreter, they freely gave us all the information they were in

possession of; which was, that Fort De Russey was to be abandoned, and its guns

were to be taken to Alexandria ; no troops had gone up the river. These men
were detained and treated kindly until we passed their houses, and they were

put on shore.

On the following morning at 5 a.m. (May 4) the steamers got under way and

stood up the Red river in the following order : Albatross, Estrella, Arizona.

We entered a part of Red river that was exceedingly crooked, and, instead of

soft mud, we now had a sandy bottom. Great care was required in turning the

sharp bends so as not to ground on low points and sand bars. It was slow

work, and in consequence we did not reach the first picket station of the fort

until nearly 7 o'clock. No musket was fired by the guard to announce our

approach. A pile of pine knots was ready to be ignited. A man came off and

announced himself as being a strong Union man, and offered assistance. We
received him on board, and we found him of some use to our pilots. As we
steamed along the lookout aloft reported the smoke of steamers. Our Union

man told us that it was the smoke of two rebel steamers that were carrying
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away the Indianola's Xl-inch guns and the iron-work of Fort De Hussey to

Alexandria.

We gave the men breakfast, and then cleared the ship for action
;
got every-

thing in place, and everybody appeared to understand that a hard right might

possibly be in store for them, and it was indeed satisfactory to see how willingly

the officers and crew entered into the proper spirit. Your orders directed me to

throw a few shell from a point below Fort De Russey in order to satisfy myself

that the place was abandoned ; it was unnecessary to do so, for we saw by the

smoke of the steamers that its immediate neighborhood was occupied, and I

thought it best that the attack on the steamers, if it should be necessary to make
one, should be commenced quite suddenly, with a view to surprise them if

possible.

At 8.20 passed another picket station, with its pile of pine knots ; here

again no alarm was given as we went by.

At 8.40 saw ahead of us the sharp bend in the river, and an open space that

lies directly opposite the fort. A high piece of wood screened us from view,

and all three vessels steamed along slowly and carefully.

The Parrott gun on our bows was carefully pointed, and three broadside

guns were ready to discharge the very moment that we should emerge into the

open view of our enemies. As we appeared before them a glance showed us

the position of the river steamers and the situation of everything connected

with the low fort. Two large rebel iron steamers, the Grand Duke and Mary
T., had their bows moored to the earthworks in such a way that their hulls

were below the top of them ; both boats pointed down stream, so as to head
almost directly for the broadside of a vessel that was passing the cleared space,

and until she turned the sharp bend. There were three casemates on the bat-

tery, and alongside of one of the steamers was a flat-boat with a very large

gun—the Xl-inch gun, in all probability, that was said to have been taken from
the ill-fated iron-clad Indianola. It was ready to be towed away. There was
a heavy raft of large-sized logs stretched across the stream, and secured by
chains to trees on either bank, and also by strong moorings to the bottom, in

order to prevent the current from taking it down stream.

On the left bank of the river were thirty or forty cavalry, with carbines,

stationed behind the levee. With all this in plain view I did not hesitate to

bring the steamer into action, and commenced with a discharge of five guns

—

the 30-pounder Parrott on the forecastle, three 32-pounder broadside guns, and
the rifled 12-pounder Dahlgren howitzer on the quarter. My starboard side

was presented to the enemy. The confederates returned it promptly, and it

was kept up on both sides vigorously until a dense cloud of smoke gathered

between us. When it cleared away we went at it again ; the enemy had the

most guns, and sent their shot and grape thick and fast. Another cloud of

smoke obscured us, and we took advantage of the occasion to turn our steamer
so as to present the port battery to the enemy. When partly turned a 32 pounder
ball came through the wheel-house, carrying away the wheel, killing John YV.

Brown, seaman, and Mr. Hamilton, a pilot belonging to the flag-ship Hartford,

who was zealously assisting the pilot of the Albatross, Mr. Archibald D. Merritt.

Mr. Merritt was thrown some distance, and had both of his hands wounded by
the splinters of the wheel. He did not consider himself disabled, and although
urged repeatedly to report himself to the surgeon, he continued to give directions

and advice until the action was ended. As soon as the wheel was gone came
a critical time ; scarcely a moment was to be lost. The relieving tackles were
manned, and the executive officer, Mr. Du Bois, was ready for the emergency.
There was no pausing or wavering on his part ; had there been, it might have
resulted in precisely such a catastrophe as happened to the Queen of the West
at this same place.

The current of the river and the eddies were working at cross purposes, and
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it seemed that the steamer for a while could not be managed. Our bows were
aground, and then our stern, as we went ahead or backed, and it required the

nicest management and undivided attention ; no one but a cool man could have
been able to accomplish what was desired, and Mr. Du Bois did all that was
required. He received prompt attention both from those in charge of the engine

and those in charge of the helm.

The cavalry on shore were making efforts to pick off our men at the relieving

tackles, and the solid shot and grape began to tell seriously upon our hull. We
were hit repeatedly, a second shot passing under the wheel-house, tearing the

decks ; a shot passed through the hull near the water-line ; another passed clean

through both sides, and just grazed the steam drum ; another one went through

the smoke-stack ; the mainmast was cut half in two close to the deck; the

foremast was hit about fifteen feet from the deck ; another shot cut the fore-yard

in two, which was lashed to the rail ; the same shot, in its flight, tore up the

deck and scattered splinters in every direction. We were hulled eleven times,

and serious damage was done to our rigging and spars. We were forty minutes

in action, lighting at a distance of not over 500 yards, and during that time we
fired fourteen broadsides that were well directed, and while turning our head
around so as to head down' stream we used our muskets and rifles.

The Albatross went into the action all alone. Two steamers were before her

guns, with a greater number of guns than she carried. On the upper decks of

those steamers were sharpshooters ensconced behind large square timbers and
cotton bales; and, besides, there was a force of cavalry on shore that were con-

stantly firing upon the steamer.

I could not require my brave crew to do any more than they had done, and
I withdrew from my precarious position as deliberately as I had entered it,

firing as I went, having done all that lay in my power to disable the enemy

;

but the}'' were behind earthworks, cotton, and heavy pieces of timber, and I

was in a thin, frail steamer, whose sides a Minie ball could easily penetrate. I

might have been greatly assisted by the captains of the Estrellaand the Arizona

if they had obeyed my orders and had come to my assistance.

I was near enough to be heard, and I ordered them to come to me; and
fearing that my voice was not sufficiently strong, I asked Mr. Du Bois to repeat

my orders through his trumpet, and after his trumpet was knocked out of his

hand by a Minie ball, he repeated my orders without it to them to "come up."

I feel quite sure that with both the other steamers I could have driven them,

the rebels, away, have blown up the raft, and recaptured the Indianola's Xl-inch
gun, and cleared the river.

It appeared to me, however, that I ought not to make the attempt, just then,

a second time, unless I could get a hearty and willing co-operation from the

other two captains; and, besides, I had a crippled ship, with wounded and dead

men to look out for. I gave orders to the other captains to follow me down the

river, and I returned.

The conduct of our people exhibited the greatest bravery; they were ready
and quick to obey. The men on the main deck were in charge of Acting Master

Charles P. Washburne, worked well, and did their duty well.

The Parrott gun on the bows was admirably served by Acting Master George
H. Mundy, and made telling shots. After one of his good shots there were
clouds of steam that went up from one of the steamers.

The powder division, in charge of Acting Ensign William Harcourt, was in

good order and efficient.

On my return down Tied river I carried out your instructions with regard to

the firewood, I offered the price per cord as you directed, and think that it

will be an inducement to several men to cut and cord up a quantity.

We met, going up the Red river, the Upper Mississippi fleet, under the com-

mand of Hear-Admiral Porter, and he desired me to say to you that he took
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the liberty of ordering the steamers Estrella and Arizona to join his fleet; and
he also required a pilot, and Mr. A. D. Merritt, al hough wounded so as to be

unable to use his hands, cheerfully volunteered to accompany him, and was
accepted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN E. HART,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Western Gulf Squadron.

Fleet Surgeon Foltz's report of casualties.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 1863.

Sir : T respectfully report the following casualties on board the United States

steamer Albatross during the engagement up Red river on yesterday, the 5th

instant, viz :

Killed.—Mr. J. B. Hamilton, pilot, cannon shot ; John W. Brown, seaman,

cannon shot.

Wounded..—George Fife, seaman, thigh, severe; Mr. A. D. Merritt, pilot,

hand, slightly ; James Dunn, seaman, hand, slightly; Frank Vincent, lands-

man, hand, slightly.

Total—2 killed ; 4 wounded.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ, Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Sjuadron.

COMMODORE II. W. MORRIS FORWARDS REPORT OF THE LOSS OF THE
UNITED STATES SLOOP PREBLE.

United States Sloop Fensacola,
New Orleans, May 5, 1863.

Sir : I enclose herewith a report of Acting Master Shankland, commanding
United States sloop Preble, in relation to her entire destruction by fire on the
27th of April last, in Pensacola harbor..

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY W. MORRIS,
Commodore and Senior Officer,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Seen tary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Rejwrt of Acting Master W. F. SJiankland, commanding the Prehle.

Navy Yard, Fensacola, April 28, 1S63.

SIR : It is my painful duty to report the total destruction of the United States
ship Preble while lying at anchor off the town of Pensacola, on the morning of
the 27th instant. At 9.30 a. m. the alarm of fire was made. I immediately
started for the deck, and in passing from my cabin saw a volume of dense black
smoke and flame issuing from the fore hold. I instantly ordered to 'beat to

quarters, and at the same time made every effort to subdue the fire. At 9.40,
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finding the fire increasing rapidly, I ordered McKnowlton, acting ensign and
executive officer, to have the magazine flooded, and to inform me when the fire

reached the bulkhead of the wardroom. At 10.15, or thereabouts, the fire had
reached the wardroom bulkhead. I instantly gave the word, " All hands leave

the ship," as I found it impossible to save her.

I beg to state that all hands did their duty in trying to subdue the flames.

The officers and men lost all their personal effects. At 10.50 the ship blew up.

From a report from Vincent B. Clark, landsman, I learned that the fire ori-

ginated by the carelessness of William J. Wilson, ship's corporal, temporarily

acting captain of the hold. I cannot learn further than that he was emptying a

barrel of tar oil into the tank. Neither can I tell if he had an open light or a

lantern. My orders have been very positive that no open light be used on any
account in the hold.

For a list of casualties I respectfully refer you to the accompanying report of

Surgeon James S. Knight.

1 respectfully ask that a court of inquiry be called as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. F. SHANKLAND,
Acting blaster, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of ilia Navy.

Pensacola Navy Yard, April 28, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with your request I beg to report the following casualties

which happened during the burning of the United States ship Preble, on the

27th instant :

John Norris, boatswain's mate, hand, feet, and face badly burnt ; William
King, master-at-arms, hand burnt slightly ; William Vetterline, marine, con-

tusion of great toe ; William J. Wilson, ship's corporal, suffocated.

Respectfully,

JAMES S. KNIGHT,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

William F. Shankland,
Acting Master, Commanding.

REPORT OF REAR-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT OF HIS MOVEMENTS PREPARATORY TO

ATTACK PORT HUDSON.

Flag-Ship Pensacola,
New Orleans, May 12, 1863.

Sir: Since my No. 88 I have arrived safely in New Orleans. I went down
the river to Port Hudson and communicated with Captain Alden, destroyed all

the sugar and molasses that I could find, and returned to the mouth of lied

river, and then took the Sachem and came down the Atchafalaya to this city.

I am now making arrangements to continue the bombardment of Port Hudson
until the place is attacked, and the Hartford down the river.

I find that Commodore Morris has conducted the affairs of the squadron with

as much ability as I possibly could have done. He has been untiring in his labors to

keep up the blockade, and the vessels well supplied, and their wants generally

attended to.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideox\ Welles.
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DESTRUCTION OF REBEL SCHOONER ISABEL.

Flag-Ship Pensacola,
New Orleans, May 20, 1863.

Sir: I herewith enclose a copy of a report received from Lieutenant Com'
mander J. E. Jowett, relative to the destruction of the rebel schooner Isabel.

I have promoted Master's Mate Dyer to an acting ensigncy, subject to the ap-

proval of the department ; and 1 will provide for Paymaster's Steward John
Bowman, and Masse Nestor, ordinary seaman, as soon as practicable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
{Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James E. Jouett.

United States Steamer R. E. Cuyler,

Of Mobile Bay, May 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the good fortune to report to you the destruction of the rebel

schooner Isabel, this morning at about two o'clock, by Acting Master's Mate
N. M. Dyer, of this vessel. Agreeably with permission from Captain Golds-

borough, I sent the second cutter with nine armed men, in charge of Mr. Dyer,

to lay close to the Swash channel, and give due warning of any vessel attempting

to run in or out. Owing to the badly disabled state of my engine, it was 10.30

p. m. before she reached her station. At 11 p. m. Mr. Dyer made a vessel

close under Fort Morgan, and thinking she was on her way out, laid watching

her. Seeing no movement on her part, he pulled cautiously along, trying to get

in shore of her, but ran upon a hawser which was run to the shore from her.

Concluding she was aground, and had been so for some time, he then boarded

her, taking her crew completely by surprise, and capturing her captain with six

men, and all her papers. An armed launch from the Gaines had just left her

to go for a steamer and assistance. Finding it impossible to get her off, and
seeing the Gaines coming to her relief, Mr. Dyer removed the prisoners, papers,

&c, and set fire to her. As she burned but slowly, he returned to her and
knocked in the heads of two barrels of turpentine, again fired her, and came off

to this vessel, leaving her in flames. Agreeably to the statement of her captain,

when boarded she was aground, within two hundred yards of Fort Morgan.
Her cargo, per invoice, consisted of two hundred bales of cotton. As a cool,

energetic, and smart young officer, I cannot speak too highly of Mr. Dyer

—

courteous to all, and a good seaman. He has served for over a year in the

army, and saw much sea service. If it is consistent, I beg he may be given an
ensign's appointment as I know how well he would fill the position ; and as a
regular officer, I would not recommend any unfit person for the service.

Mr. Dyer mentions with great praise John Bowman, paymaster's steward,

and Masse Neston, ordinary seaman, as acting with great coolness on the occa-

sion, and rendering him valuable assistance.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES E. JOUETT,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear- Admiral D. G. Farrag ut,

Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.
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REAR-ADMIRAL FARRAGUT'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS AGAINST PORT HUDSON

Flag-Ship Monongahela,
Below Port Hudson, June 1, 1863.

Sir: Since my last, of the 28th of May, nothing material has occurred
General Banks still has Port Hudson closely invested, and is now putting up a
battery of four nine-inch guns, and four 24-pounders.

The first will be superintended by Lieutenant Terry, of the Richmond, and
worked by four of her guns' crews, and to be used as a breaching battery.

We continue to shell the enemy every night from three to five hours, and at

times during the day, when they open fire on our troops.

The general infoims me that he hopes to be able to make an assault in a few
days. I shall hold on here until it is either reduced or we are repulsed.

I have the Hartford and two or three gunboats above Port Hudson, the

Richmond, Genesee, Essex, and this vessel, together with the mortar-boats be-

low, ready t ) aid the army in any way in our power. One of General Grant's

aids arrived yesterday from Vicksburg, who informed me " that that place is very
closely invested ; that General Pemberton is confined to his inner trenches, and
pressed upon at every quarter."

Very respectfully,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Hear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

ATTEMPT TO BLOW UP THE ESSEX WITH A TORPEDO.

United States Iron-clad Essex,

Off Baton Rouge, Jme 19, 18G5.

SlR : I have respectfully to report an attempt on the part of the rebels to blow

up this vessel with a torpedo, and its failure.

On the 1 8th instant I went up the river with the Essex to Port Hudson on a

reconnoissance. Arriving abreast the centre of Profit's island, and between

two points, one making out from the island, the other from the opposite shore,

I observed what appeared to be a buoy ; on examining it with my glass I

found it to be a large demijohn, anchored about four hundred yards from the

island. I immediately suspected the reason of its being placed there, and
turned my glass to the island shore, and near it observed another demijohn

buoy, and ten or twenty yards outside of it a barrel nearly submerged. I

wished to stop the vessel immediately, but as we were almost in a line with the

buoys, the wind blowing half a gale, and right aft, and the vessel at full speed,

it would have been impossible to stop in time, and I was forced to pass be-

tween the buoys and over the apparatus ; we experienced no trouble, however,

and proceeded on, finishing our reconnoissance of Port Hudson. On my return

I stopped the vessel below the infernal machine, with her head up stream, sent

the men to quarters, and despatched two boats to take up or destroy the appa-

ratus. From the inside buoys an iron wire (apparently telegraph wire) was
discovered leading up the beach, then over a glass bottle, (attached to a tree as

an insulator,) and from thence into the woods. About fifty fathoms of this

wire was hauled down to the boats, and its connexion with the buoys severed;

all the buoys were then raised, and found to be connected by wires, and a tor-

pedo of cylindrical form, three feet long and a foot in diameter, made of boiler



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 377

Iron, and finished in a most workmanlike manner, was found attached to the

barrel buoy, and hung thereto with about a dozen turns of wire rove through

two eye-bolts riveted in one end of the machine ; the other end had a plug

fitted in, with a wire leading through and communicating with the interior. A
number of wires appeared to connect with this end of the machine, but the con-

nexion could not be understood, as the wires were all broken while raising it, or

cut immediately after, to prevent accident.

We raised in all one machine, three buoys, and about one hundred fathoms of

telegraph wire; other portions of the apparatus were lost, together with a

quantity of wire, owing to the latter breaking by the heavy strain on it, in at-

tempting to weigh the lost portions.

This apparatus was skilfully made, and carefully laid—exactly in our track,

and between the points already mentioned, which contracted the river to its nar-

rowest bounds. Near the opposite shore the current runs with great velocity.

I was extremely anxious to examine the contents of this machine, but after

making a few careful experiments I found it could not be opened without danger of

moving the wire ; I therefore had it taken on shore and secured in a hole in the

levee, and a long line bent to the wire, then a boat pulled out with the other

end of the line, and when it became taut the machine burst with a tremendous
explosion, tearing away a large piece of the levee, and throwing the pieces

of iron in every direction; one piece weighing about two pounds fell on
board the vessel, distant about three hundred yards. It would seem that the

machine was made to explode both by friction and electricity. I think there

were others besides the one raised. I consider these machines too dangerous to

handle, and hereafter shall destroy the buoys, and taking the in-shore end of

the wire, drag the apparatus well into the river and sink it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. H. B. CALDWELL, Commander.
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut, U. S. N.,

Commander-in-Chief Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Forwarded by your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN,
Com?nanding Naval forces, Baton Rouge.

ACTION AT DONALDSONVILLE, LOUISIANA.

Flag-Ship Pensacola,
New Orleans, June 29, 1863.

Sir : I have to inform the department that while I was at Port Hudson I
received a despatch stating that the rebels were in force on the west bank of the
river, threatening Plaquemine and Donaldsonville. 1 started immediately for

the first-named place, but, on my arrival at Baton Rouge, found a despatch from
Lieutenant Commander Weaver, to the effect that the rebels—about one hun-
dred and fifty Texan s—had made a raid into Plaquemine some three hours pre-
vious to his arrival, and had burned two steamers that were lying there. Lieu-
tenant Commander Weaver shelled the place, driving the enemy out of the town,
and followed them down the river to Donaldsonville, which place he reached in

advance of them. By dark I was also there, and found that the Kineo had also

been sent up by Commodore Morris. The enemy finding us in such strong
force of gunboats, gave out that they would not attack Donaldsonville, but
would go by the railroad to Brashear City. I therefore ordered the Winona,
Lieutenant Commander Weaver, to cruise up and down the river, and he seeing
the enemy on two occasions, shelled them. As I had much to attend to in New

25 n
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Orleans, I dropped down, placing the gunboats to the best advantage above and
below. Lieutenant Commander Watters volunteered to assist the volunteer

officer commanding the fort in the drilling of his men at great guns. I paid'

them a visit, and gave them my advice in case of an attack, which I looked for

sooner or later.

I left Commander Woolsey, in the Princess Royal, in command at Donald-
sonville, ordered the Winona to Plaquemine, and stationed the Kineo at a place

below, where the railroad ran near the river, distant about twenty-three miles

from New Orleans. On the 17th instant the enemy reached the Lafourche
crossing and attacked our pickets, who repulsed them, causing them a heavy loss.

On the 18th they had a second fight, and were again repulsed.

On the 23d the enemy, under Generals Green and Mouton, attacked and cap-

tured Brashear City. Our force there was very small. I had only a small

steamer mounting two 12-pound howitzers, which I purchased as a tug, but I

regret to say that her commander is not represented as having been any more
vigilant than the rest, and backed down the bay. Mr. Ryder says, however,
that he could not fire into the enemy without firing into our own people, so he
withdrew and retired to New Orleans, leaving Brashear City in possession of

the enemy.
On the 27th Commander Woolsey informed me by telegraph, and Brigadier

General Emory personally, that General Green, of Texas, had notified the

women and children to leave Donaldsonville, as he intended making an attack.

I immediately ordered the Kineo up to the assistance of the Princess Royal, and
Lieutenant Commander Weaver, in the Winona, being on the alert, was also at

Donaldsonville in time to take part in the repulsing of the enemy. I enclose

herewith Commander Woolsey's report of the affair.

At 1.20 a. in. of the 28th the enemy made the attack, and their storming

party got into the fort, but the gunboats opened a flanking fire above and below
the fort, hurling destruction into the rebel ranks and driving back the support-

ing party, so that they broke and fled, and the 120 who entered the fort were
captured. At 4.30 a. m. the rebels (Texans) fell back in great rage, vowing
vengeance. I had in the mean time ordered up the Monongahela, Commander
Read, and General Emory first, and then General Banks, sent forward re-

inforcements. General Stone is now in command there, and the place is perfectly

secure.

The prisoners arrived from Donaldsonville number 124, among which are one
lieutenant colonel, two majors, three captains, and five lieutenants. Our forces

have buried 69 rebel dead, and are still employed, calculating that there are

about 100. Colonel Phillips is among the number of the rebel dead.

All of which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Fleet Surgeon J. M. Foltz's report of casualties.

New Orleans, June 30, 1863.

Sir : The following is a list of the killed and wounded on board the United

States steamer Princess Royal, during an action at Donaldsonville, Louisiana,

on the morning of the 28th instant, viz :

Killed.—Isaac Foster, landsman, killed instantly by rifle balk
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Wounded.— Charles Preston, seaman, left ankle and right leg, rifle ball
;

Alexander Gordon, captain forecastle, wrist.

Total—One killed ; two wounded.
T. K. CHANDLER,

Surgeon Princess Royal.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ. Fleet Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Report of Commander M. B. Woolsey, commanding United States steamer

Princess Royal.

United States Steamer Princess Royal,
Donaldsonville, Louisiana, June 28, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report : Shortly after noon yester-

day, (27th,) hearing the long roll beat in the fort, I sent to inquire the reason,

and was informed that the rebels were in force within three miles of the post.

At 5.30 p. m. a letter from the rebel General Green to the commander of the

post was brought on board, said letter requesting permission to notify the women
and children to remove three miles beyond the post by evening. I advised the

major commanding to send the flag of truce back at once, with the reply that

we would give the necessary information. I immediately saw the provost mar-

shal on the subject, and he circulated the necessary notification. At 7.40 p. m.

I got under way and cleared for action, finding it absolutely necessary to be
under way, as there were several points to be covered, and the Princess Royal
was the only vessel here. At 10 minutes a. m. this morning the red Coston
light was burned at the fort. At 15 minutes a. m. (having anchored) I got under
way again, steaming ahead slowly, opening the north side of the fort. At 1.20

a. m. the rebels opened fire with musketry upon the fort. At 1.21 a. m. the fort

opened with two guns. At 1.25 a. m., having ascertained the position of the

rebels, this ship commenced the action, shelling the woods to the right of the

fort, in the direction of the enemy, firing a few 9-inch and 30-pound shot over

the fort, up the bayou, for the purpose of dislodging troops that might be in the

rear.

Finding that the rebels were pressing upon the north side of the fort, I sheared

close in and kept up a fire from all guns, with shrapnell and 5-second 9-inch

fuses, until about 2 a. m., when the smoke became so dense that I could not see

the lights showing the position of the fort. I then stood up stream about two
hundred yards, continuing the fire upon the rebel troops who were in the woods
north of, and at a distance of about four hundred yards from, the fort. Their
position was indicated by their constant yelling, as I could not see their fire for

the smoke. I then stood up abreast of an opening which I remembered to be
in the levee, and through this, having reduced the range to point blank, I fired

shrapnell from the 30 and 24-pounders, and grapy from the 9-inch, enfilading

the levee. At 2.30 the enemy opened on us with rifles. At 2.40 turned and
headed down the river, fighting all guns on the starboard side. The enemy's
rifles opening on us from the town, fired a broadside up the main street and
another up the south bank of the bayou, then stood up and took position to en-

filade the north side of the fort. Here I opened fire with 30 and 24-pounder
shrapnell, 9-inch grape, and small-arms. This fire was kept up until 3.30 a. m.
The fire upon us from the enemy's rifles was so sharp that I was obliged several

times to call the men to lie at their quarters. At about 3.45 a. m. the yelling of
the rebels discontinued, and the fire materially slackened. Shortly after we



380 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

heard three cheers from the fort. At 4 a. m. the Winona hove in sight and im-

mediately opened fire, which she continued until 4.30 a. m., when we ceased

firing. The smoke clearing away, discovered the American flag flying over the

fort. We gave three cheers and came to anchor. At 4.30 a. m. the Kineo hove
in sight, coming up the river ; at about 5 a. m. anchored near us. This vessel

received no material injury. One grape-shot passed through the upper works,

doing trifling damage on deck ; one grape-shot passed through the ship's side,

between decks ; another through the ship's side, about a foot above water; and
one through one of the boats on the bridge. The hull was struck in sixteen

places by grape-shot. Most of the rifle balls passed above the men's heads.

Casualties among the crew are as follows : Isaac Foster, landsman, killed

;

Alexander Gordon, captain of the forecastle, wounded in the wrist, slightly
;

Charles Preston, seaman, wounded in both legs. Foster was buried this after-

noon, near the telegraph station, on the opposite side of the river.

The officers and crew behaved in a most beautiful manner, without exception.

I wish to speak particularly of Acting Ensign Theodore H. Paine, and the crew
of the 30-pounder rifle, on the forecastle, who were the most exposed, and
worked the gun lying down, Mr. Paine aiming and firing the gun through a

heavy fire of rifles.

During the forenoon I received on board the Princess Royal, for safe keep-

ing, 24 of the 120 rebel prisoners captured in the fort, the others being distri-

buted between the other two vessels. At 12 m., the United States steamer

Monongahela arrived from below.

I respectfully enclose herewith a list of ammunition expended and the sur-

geon's report.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

M. B. WOOLSEY.
Rear-Admiral D. Gr. Farragut,

Commanding JV. G. B. Squadron, New Orleans, La.

COMMANDER C H. B. CALDWELL'S REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MORTAR FLOTILLA. AT PORT HUDSON.

United States Iron-clad Essex, July 1, 1863.

Sir : On leaving command of the Essex and mortar flotilla, I have respect-

fully to report in general terms their proceedings since the regular investment

of Port Hudson, commencing May 23.

Previous to this date the vessels bombarded regularly every night for one

hour, varying the hour each night. At the conclusion of our bombardment on
the night of May 9, the enemy opened upon us from the outer field works facing

the river, with four 20 and 30-pounder Parrotts, and one 5-inch rifled gun, and
several rifled field-pieces. The day before, I directed the vessels to get the

range of these works, and the moment they opened on us we answered with re-

duced charges, throwing the shells with admirable precision in and about the

works. The Essex opened upon the outer battery, where the 5-inch rifle was
placed. We soon silenced all the batteries, and drove the enemy from the

works with their guns ; they never molested us again from this position. We
killed two and wounded several men, and killed a number of mules belonging

to the guns.

The instantaneous change of the fire of the mortars Avith 20-pound charges,

throwing the shell well up into the main work, to 7 and 9-pound charges, throw-

ing them into the field-works close at hand, excited the astonishment and admi-

ration of the enemy, which their officers very frankly admitted in conversation

with ours.
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From the 23d of May to the 26th of June there followed a constant succes-

sion of bombardments and artillery fights between the Essex and mortar vessels

on one side, and the rebel batteries on the other. During these engagements

we silenced and drove from the tower or citadel of the enemy their men and
guns three times. We have fired from this vessel 738 shells, and from the

mortar vessels an aggregate of 2,806 13-inch shells. The Essex has been ex-

posed during all this time to the fire of two 10-inch columbiads, two 8-inch do.,

and two rifled guns, one 6-inch, and the other 5-inch. I do not think it an
exaggeration to say that, in all, 1,000 shot and shell from these guns have been
thrown at her, of which 23 have taken effect upon her hull, and several others

have torn her awnings and windsails. Of the 23, one shell has exploded in her,

throwing pieces of shell around the steerage and pilot-house; three have passed

almost through the strongest part of the vessel forward, cutting entirely through
the iron and the greater part of the woodwork, and crushing in the inner lining

of oak ; three have raked her deck, cutting out several planks ; and one has
passed down through the vessel—the latter, a 10-inch solid shot, striking the

deck at an angle of 30° from the perpendicular, passing through the starboard

smoke-stack, through the deck, a pile of boards, a coal-bunker placed over and
for the protection of the steam-drum and boilers, grazed the boiler, passed
through a boiler plate, iron bulk-head, struck an oak timber and glanced off',

passing a few inches over the steam-pipe, a few inches under the escape-pipe,

carrying away a small dripping-pipe, through the machinery, and over the gal-

ley into the wheel-house, and disappeared.

The effects of Parrot shell striking the plates forcibly is to explode, indenting

the plates like the inside of an ordinary breakfast saucer; all solid shot or rifle

bolts go through the plates and bury in the wood ; all shot or shell striking at

an angle have, in every instance, glanced off, one only cutting through the

plate and crushing the woodwork ; even this glanced off and buried itself in

the river bank. J am happy to state we have lost no men, and have had but
six wounded, and those slightly.

In addition to the regular service of the vessel, seventeen of our men, under
command of Ensign Shepard, have assisted in manning the naval battery of our

9-inch guns, mounted near the trenches, and co-operating with the batteries of

our army.
During the whole of the bombardment the little mortar vessels have main-

tained their position just astern of the Essex, exposed to many of the shot that

have escaped this vessel, besides others directed exclusively at them. The
Sarah Bruen has been struck thirteen times in hull, spars, and rigging, and
nearly all the others from one to three times ; they have stood their ground with-

out flinching or showing the least disposition to drop to a move sheltered posi-

tion. 1 take great pleasure in stating I have found their commanders a most
respectable, reliable, sober, and intelligent set of men.
The commander of the Orvetta is only an ensign ; I trust he may receive the

appointment of master—the same appointment as held by all the others. In

conclusion, I have to report, the new 100-pounder Parrott gun you sent to this

vessel is the most extraordinary gun for range and accuracy 1 have ever seen.

The short distance between this vessel and the citadel has enabled us to strike

it fairly nearly every shot, and bury the shell deep into the embankment, and
at every explosion rending deep fissures in its side. The effect of the shell

has elicited great praise of its powers from the army officers serving in our bat-

tery near the citadel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. H. B. CALDWELL,
Commander U. S. Navy, Commanding.

Admiral D. Gr. Farragut,
Commander-in-Chief, W. G. B. Squadron.
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July 3, 1863.

Forwarded with great pleasure, and would not only recommend the promotion
of the ensign, Mr. Adams, but that they may all be raised to acting volunteer
lieutenants, for I most fully concur in all that Commander Caldwell has said of

the heroism, endurance, and obstinate determination to hold their ground, until

compelled by the commander to fall back out of range

D. Gr. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

ENGAGEMENT WITH 'J HE REBEL BA/ITEKIES AT DO\TALD-ONVILLE.—DEATH OF
COMMANDER ABNER READ.

Flag-Steamer Tennessee,
New Orleans, July 10, 1863.

Sir : I have to inform the department that while at Port Hudson, on the

morning of the 7th instant, I received a note from Commodore Palmer, of the
Hartford, stating the gunboat Price had arrived from Vicksburg with a bearer

of despatches to General Banks, announcing the surrender of Vicksburg with
27,000 prisoners, 128 field-pieces and 80 heavy guns. Upon receipt of this

intelligence, General Banks proposed to me to join in firing a salute of one
hundred guns as afeudejoie, which was done.

Being called down the river by a knowledge of the fact that the Texans
were erecting batteries on the banks to cut off General Banks's supplies, I pro-

ceeded to Donaldsonville. At Baton Rouge I found an army transport with
a bearer of despatches to General Emory, commanding defences of New Orleans,

announcing to him the fall of Vicksburg. I sent two boats to convoy her, but
on my way down I met the Monongahela and New London, which vessels had
just had a fight with the batteries, and, sad to say, Commander Read was mor-
tally wounded. Well might it be said of him, " that the country could have
better spared a better man." I know nothing of him prejudicial as a man, but

*I do know that no navy can boast a better officer, and I deem him a great loss

both to the navy and to his country. Captain Jenkins, who was also on board
the Monongahela on his way up to take command of the Richmond, vice Cap-
tain Alclen, (on leave,) was also wounded by the same shot, breaking a cutlass,

which struck him on the thigh. After supplying the wants of these two vessels

I proceeded on my way down to Donaldsonville, determined to convoy the next

tow in order to ascertain the true state of affairs, which were greatly magnified,

on the river banks.

At G.30 p. m. on the 9th I started down the river in the Monongahela, fol-

lowed by the Essex, which vessel I had in the mean time sent up for, and the

Kineo and Tennessee. I soon drew their fire on the Monongahela, but she was
more successful than the night before, and very shortly silenced their guns, but

they continued their musketry fire for almost two hours. The batteries were
four in number, and opened on us in succ jssion. I am glad to report that we
lost no one injured on either of the gunboats, but the orderly sergeant of the

Tennessee was mortally wounded and died during the night. The tow passed

safely down without injury, and we anchored about five miles below the

batteries.

At 6 a. m. to-day, (10th,) an officer of General Banks's staff, Lieutenant

Walker, hailed us, and when he came on board informed me that Lieutenant

Commander Perkins was bringing him down in the New London with despatches

announcing the fall of Port Hudson—an unconditional surrender—at 9 a. m. on
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the 9th, except that private property was to be respected, but that the vessel

was fired upon, struck in the boiler, and got ashore.

I immediately took the bearer of despatches on board this vessel and sent

the Essex and Monongahela back to the assistance of the New London.
The joy in this city upon my arrival with the news and bearer of despatches

was unbounded on the part of the Union people, but the rebels still refuse to

believe it.

All of which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Reai'-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

FURTHER REPORTS OF THE ENGAGEMENT WITH REBEL BATTERIES NEAR
DONALDSONYILLE.

Flag-Steamer Tennessee,
New Orleans, July, 28, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose the report of Captain T. A. Jen-

kins of an engagement with rebel batteries situated about twelve miles below
Donaldsonville, which deprived the service of one of its bravest officers, Com-
mander Abner Read, who died in the hospital at Baton Rouge, from the effect

of his wounds, on the 12th instant. Commander Read was one of the most
gallant and enterprising officers in my squadron, and the very mention of his

name was a source of terror to the rebels. " The country could well have
spared a better man."

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Hear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of. the Navy.

Report of Captain T. A. Jenkins.

United States Steamer Monongahela,
July 7, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 3d instant, I came on board of this

vessel, with the sanction of Commodore H. "W. Morris, for passage to Port
Hudson.

It is my painful duty to have to report that Commander Abner Read, in

command of this vessel, received, about 9 a. m. to-day, two dangerous wounds,
while gallantly engaging the rebel field batteries behind the levee, about twelve
miles below Donaldsonville.

Lieutenant Dew<y, the executive officer of this vessel, the other officers, and
the crew, displayed an unrivalled coolness and courage during the entire action.

Lieutenant Commander Perkins, in command of the New London, fought his

vessel admirably.

Very respectfully,

THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain of the Fleet.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding A. G. B. Squadron.
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Report of Fleet Surgeon Foltz of casualties.

New Orleans, July 28, 1863.

Sir : I herewith enclose the official list of the killed and wounded on board

the United States steamer Monongahela, during her engagement with the enemy
on the 7th instant, below Donaldsonville.

Commander Abner Read, commanding the Monongahela, died of wounds
received in this engagement on Sunday, the 12th instant, at the officers' hospital

in Baton Rouge.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. FOLTZ,
Fleet Surgeon.

United States Steamer Monongahela,
Mississippi River, July 7, 1863.

Sir : It is my painful duty to report the following casualties on board this

ship in the action to-day with the rebel artillery and musketry below Donald-
sonville.

Wounded.—Commander Abner Read, dangerously, by a shell in abdomen
and right knee—since dead ; Captain Thornton A. Jenkins, severe contusion

of anterior portion of right thigh ; Jacob Huber, landsman, severely, by shell

on back portion of right thigh ; Lewis Bunker, landsman, severely—musket
ball through right shoulder ; Francis Pfromer, landsman, slightly, by splinter

on back portion of left shoulder.

Killed.—Patrick Hamilton, ordinary seaman.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID KINDLEBERGER,
Surgeon.

Lieutenant George Dewey,
Senior Officer in Coinmand XI. S. Steamer Monongahela.

Report of Commander Robert Townsend, commanding United States steamer

Essex.

United States Steamer Essex,
Grand View Reach, July 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, given

before your departure this morning, I proceeded in the Essex to the relief of

the New London, the Monongahela, on our starboard beam, towing us more

rapidly against the current than we were able to steam down with the current

last evening. We found the New London ashore, made fast to the bank below

Whitehall Point, and out of range from the battery, a position where Lieu-

tenant Commander Perkins, after much difficulty, had succeeded in placing

her. The Monongahela got her off, took her in tow on the port side, and made
fast to the port side of the Essex.

Thus sheltered, they made the downward trip almost unscathed. As the

New London is completely disabled by shots through her boiler, I sent word to

Lieutenant Commander Watters, of the Kineo, to take her in tow to New Or-

leans and report to you. Lieutenant Commander Perkins having fruitlessly

sent messages to Donaldsonville for assistance, was finally, this morning, obliged
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to proceed thither himself. Lieutenant Day, who was left in charge, although

wounded, was on the alert and preserved good order and discipline among the

crew.

On our way up, the battery at the head of Grand View Reach did not open

upon us ; but it did so, spitefully, upon our return. The battery opposite Col-

lege Point gave us a warm reception both going and returning. Whilst the

Monongahela was getting the New London afloat, we proceeded up in the

Essex, off Whitehall Point, and opened upon the Winchester Plantation battery,

both at long and short range. They did not return our fire. We counted seven

embrasures, but saw no guns in position there. A crowd of sharpshooters,

lining the levee, disappeared soon after we opened fire. Last evening and to-

day we were struck by shot and shell nine times. One penetrated the solid

timber of the starboard forward guard ; three glanced from our plating on the

sides and quarter, doing no particular damage ; the others passed, respectively,

through both sides of the wheel-house, the awning rail and furled awning, the

starboard smoke-stack, the galley funnel, and both ventilators.

I will not particularize the pattering showers of musket balls, as they did

no material damage. We expended of 100-pounder rifle, 9-inch, and 32-pounder

shell and shrapnell, 150 rounds.

Lieutenant Commander Dewey displayed coolness, skill, and judgment in

managing the Monongahela, and in getting off the New London. He was able

to use his bow and stern guns and boat howitzers, and, whilst passing the bat-

teries, he did so effectively. Acting Master Parker, executive officer of the

Essex, worked the battery with cool discretion and ability, and made a number
of excellent shots. Mr. Attenborough, our pilot, occupied a very exposed
position, but it did not militate against the skill with which he habitually directs

the course of the ship. I am much pleased that I can speak in the most com-

mendable terms of the conduct of all the officers and men. It is also gratifying

that I am able to report the execution of your orders without loss or injury to

any engaged in the expedition.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROBERT TOWNSEND,
Commander, United States Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Com'dg W. G. B. Squadron, U. S. Flag-Skip Tennessee, New Orleans.

Report of Lieutenant Commander George H. Perkins of attack on the Neiv

London by rebelfield batteries, near Whitehall.

United States Gunboat New London,
New Orleans, July 13, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to present the following report

:

At 11 o'clock p. m. July 9 we arrived at Donaldsonville from Port Hudson,
having on board a bearer of despatches from General Banks. I received orders

to proceed to New Orleans, the gunboat Winona to accompany us to the bat-

tery at Whitehall Point.

At 1.15 a. m. on the 10th the enemy opened fire at Whitehall Point with

artillery and infantry. The third shot struck the New London's boiler, and
exploding, made seven holes on a line with the upper flues, scalding six persons

severely ; another shot perforated the steam drum.
After being disabled we ran towards the eastern shore or bank of the river

;

but, on account of the steam escaping, the men were unable to remain at the

wheel, and we grounded under the battery. A rocket was sent to notify the
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Winona of our disabled condition, in order that she might come to our assist-

ance.

The port battery was manned, and commenced playing on the opposite

shore. The fire of the enemy being very severe, and their range getting better,

I ordered the boats to be manned, and had a kedge put out astern. Hauled off

and drifted down the stream till out of range of the upper battery.

The principal battery being below us, I towed the New London to the east

bank again, and made her fast. During this time a continued fire was kept up
by the enemy's infantry. It was nearly daylight, and supposing that the

enemy would open on us at that time with artillery, and not being able to train

my guns on the opposite bank, I sent the ship's company ashore, in order that

they might have the protection of the levee, and, at the same time, with their

muskets repel any attack.

Immediately on reaching shore I stationed pickets at suitable distances up
and down the levee road, and despatched couriers to Donaldsonville, and down
the river to the United States sloop Monongahela and gunboat Essex, for

assistance. Three messengers returned from Donaldsonville, bringing word
that no assistance could be rendered, and two returned from below, saying that

they could not find the Essex. Feeling that it was important to have troops to

assist in guarding the vessel at night, and fearing that the Essex would not

come up in time, and knowing that I could procure assistance from General

Weitzel, I went to Donaldsonville, procured the necessary assistance, and re-

turned immediately, being absent only about two hours. During my absence

the Monongahela and Essex came up and towed the New London away.
The wounded, on reaching shore, were taken to the plantation hospital of

J. M. Marson, who kindly offered us the use of the same, and treated them
with much attention and kindness. The list of ctisualties will be made in the

surgeon's report.

The rigging, masts, and hull were struck several times. Too much praise

cannot be awarded to the officers and crew for their coolness and bravery

daring the engagement.

The conduct of Lieutenant Day, my executive officer, deserves particular

attention, who, after being wounded in the head, remained at his post and ren-

dered valuable service, encouraging the men by his bravery and coolness.

Very respectfully,

G. H. PERKINS,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

D. G. Farragut,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Lieutenant Commander Perkins was temporarily in command of the New
London, and was sent up the river on patrol duty. His conduct was repre-

sented as cool. He made every disposition of his men, and managed his vessel

with ability ; and, although he procured the assistance he sought, I informed

him that the principle was wrong. A commander should never leave his vessel

under such circumstances.

D. G. FARRAGUT, R. A.

July 16, 1863.
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RECONNOIHSANCE OF THE AMCHAFALAYA BY ACTING VOLUNTEER LIEUT.
CROCKER.

United States Steamer Clifton,

Off Brashear City, July 2 8,. 186 3.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of my arrival I made
a reconnoissance up the Atchafalaya to the mouth of the Teche, with all the

naval forces here, and then with the Clifton alone up Bayou Teche to the

obstructions just below Camp Brisland, where I encountered Sibley's brigade,

or a portion of it, with Hindman's battery of six pieces, all of whom I drove

into the works at that place, and then shelled them out again, causing them to

retreat rapidly beyond the range of my guns. I found the original obstructions

newly repaired by a sunken schooner, and was unable to pursue the enemy
beyond.

Returning, the Clifton and Estrella ran into Grand lake, to look for rebel

steamers reported there, when the Estrella ran aground, and was obliged to lay

till morning, when she floated and returned to this place. The rebel army,

about eight thousand strong, are now mostly posted between Franklyn and
New Iberia, and it was their rear guard that I engaged.

Deserters report that the rebel iron-clad steamer Hart was nearly raised

when they received news of the arrival of our gunboats, upon which it was im-

mediately sunk again, and now lies under water.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FREDERICK CROCKER,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Commodore Henry W. Morris,
Senior Officer present off Netv Orleans, La.

NAVAL BATTERY. UNDER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TERRY, EMPLOYED IN

THIS SIEGE OF PORT HUDSON.

Hastings-on-the-Hudson,
September 5, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose the report of Lieutenant Com-
mander Terry, and the testimonials given that officer, and Ensigns Shepard and
Shaw, for the energy, zeal, and skill displayed at the naval battery at the siege

of Port Hudson by the army and navy, which I hope will be placed upon
record for their future benefit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Captain T. A. Jenkins.

United States Steamer Richmond,
New Orleans, July 30, 1863.

Admiral : I transmit herewith the report of Lieutenant Commander Terry*
and two letters from the officer of the army charged with the artillery em-
ployed in reduction of Port Hudson.
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Lieutenant Commander Terry and the officers and men under his command
at the naval batteries before Port Hudson received from the army the highest

commendations ; and it affords me great pleasure to place in your hands a de-

tailed report setting forth the important services rendered on shore by the navy
during the siege of that stronghold of the enemy.

I am, very respectfully,

THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Captain.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Edward, Terry.

United States Steamer Richmond,
Below Tort Hudson, July 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operation of the

naval battery under my command, in position before Port Hudson.
On the 30th May, in obedience to an order from the admiral, I proceeded on

shore to report to General Banks, as the commanding officer of the battery of

9-inch guns ; the latter referred me to Brigadier General Arnold, chief of artillery,

from whom I learned that the guns were at Springfield landing. After several

days' delay, owing to want of transportation, they were brought to a position

near the battery. On June 4, Acting Ensign R. P. Swann, Master's Mates
Cox and Bourne, and three guns' crews (fifty-one men) from the Richmond, and
Ensign E. M. Shepard, with one gun's crew of seventeen men from the Essex,
landed and encamped one-half mile in rear of the battery. June 5, shifted

camp to ravine, five hundred yards in the rear of battery. From that date

until June 9, engaged in slinging, transporting, and mounting guns, and stow-

ing magazine. Considerable delay on account of platforms not being fnrnished.

June 9, 11a. m., unmasked the battery, which was seven hundred and forty-

eight yards from the enemy's works, and opened fire upon the latter. Sharp
musketry fire from the enemy. Continued firing all day at intervals of two
and one-half minutes, and all night at intervals of five minutes. June 10,

firing all day ; dismounted one of the enemy's guns. Enemy's sharpshooters

somewhat troublesome. On the 12th instant set fire to some of the buildings

within their lines ; firing slowly all night, and rapidly at daylight. On the

13th, firing all night at intervals of ten minutes. At 11 a. m., artillery opened
all along their lines, firing rapidly for one hour. At meridian General Grover
demanded the surrender of the place. A refusal was the reply. At 5 p. m.
dismounted a light gun. On the 14th instant, at 2 a. m., opened a heavy artillery

fire all along the line, after which an unsuccessful attack was made by the

infantry
; disabled a light gun. On the 15th and 16th firing slowly ; 17th no

firing; flag of truce. On the 18th firing briskly all day. Removed one gun
to a battery on the left ; sent Mr. Swann to take charge of it, Mr. Bourne
accompanying him. Occasional gun fired from the battery on the right, but

with no rapid or continued firing subsequent to that date. On the 25th the

battery on the left opened fire on the enemy's works. About 3j p. m., John
Williams, 3d, seaman, was mortally wounded, and John McNalley and Wil-

liam Kelcher slightly.

On the 27th another 9-inch gun was removed from the right battery to the

left. At 5 p. m., William Kelcher, stationed in the left battery, was severely

wounded. On the 28th, at 10 a. m., the battery on the left opened fire; the

rebels replied with two heavy guns. 29th, firing slowly all day, the enemy
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replying with two heavy guns. June 30, July 1, 2, and 3, firing at long in-

tervals. On the 2d I received orders from Captain Aldan to return on board

to take charge of the ship, the latter going north on a " leave of absence."

On the evening of the 2d, turned over the command of the battery on the left

to Mr. Swann, and the battery on the right to Mr. Shepard. The two guns
transferred to the left were placed in a seventeen-gun battery, three hundred
and forty yards from the enemy's works, commanded by an officer of the regular

United States artillery ; but, at Captain Alden's request, I still maintained a
supervision over all the guns manned by seamen, visiting the battery on the

left every day.

The battery on the right was on the right of the centre, (General Auger's

command.) The officers rendered me every assistance in their power, especially

Messrs. Shepard and Swann ; the latter displaying the same zeal, energy, and
fearlessness which have characterized his conduct in every action on board this

vessel. I would also recommend to your favorable notice Acting Master's Mate
Edmund L. Bourne, who, although but a short time on board of a man-of-war,

rendered most valuable assistance in mounting guns, and afterwawds in directing

their fire.

Mr. Swann, with whom he was associated on the left, speaks of his ser-

vices as invaluable. The men, as a body, with very few exceptions, which
were sent on board the ship, behaved in the most creditable manner, working,

on two or three occasions, all day and night without a murmur ; although some
of the work, which we were obliged to do, we expected would be completed
before our arrival. One of the gun carriages in the battery on the left was
struck on the breast and forward axletree fourteen times by musket balls, show-
ing the accuracy of the enemy's fire.

Mr. Swann reports that subsequent to the 2d of July there was no firing of

consequence.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD TERRY,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Captain Thornton A. Jenkins,
Com?nanding Richmond.

Letters of Brigadier General Arnold, chief of artillery.

Office Chief of Artillery,
Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 19th Army Corps,

Port Hudson, July 10, 1863.

Sir : Upon the return to you for duty of the detachment from the naval
force which has assisted in the reduction of Port Hudson, I am requested by
Brigadier General Arnold, chief of artillery, to express to you his thanks, and
to acknowledge the service rendered by the naval battery commanded by Lieu-

tenant Commander Terry and Ensigns Shepard and Swann. Their duties were
discharged with the most distinguished zeal and skill, and they have gained a
right to the thanks of the army. The commanding general will be most happy
to convey, through you, to those officers these expressions, and the chief of artil-

lery takes pleasure in acknowledging his obligations.

By order of Brigadier General Arnold, chief of artillery.

I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully,

S. S. NEWBURY,
Assistant Chief of Artillery.

The Officer Commanding Naval Forces beloiv Port Hudson.
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Office Chief of Artillery,
Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 19th Army Corps,

Port Hudson, July 10, 1863.

Sir : I am directed by the brigadier general, chief of artillery of this army,

to express to you his thanks for the eminent services of yourself and command
during the siege of Port Hudson.

It was your fortune to occupy, for many days, the most prominent position

among the batteries, and the skill and efficiency with which your guns were
served merits and receives, through the officers, the thanks of the army.

Nothing more than the naval battery, and none of the guns of that battery

more than your own, has contributed to the successful termination.

From the time that you assumed command of the naval forces on shore to

this day, your promptitude, zeal, and value has been marked. Your fire has
been most effective, and the conduct of your whole command beyond praise.

By order of Brigadier General Arnold, chief of artillery.

I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully,

S. S. NEWBURY,
Assistant Chief of Artillery.

Acting Master R. P. Swann, U. S. Navy.

JOINT EXPEDITION TO SABINE PASS,—CAP CURE OF UNITED STATES STEAMERS
CLIFTON AND SACHEM.

United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,
Neiv Orleans, September 4, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the department that Major General Banks
having organized a force of 4,000 men, under Major General Franklin, to

effect a landing at Sabine Pass for military occupation, and requested the co-

operation of the navy, which I most gladly acceded to, I assigned the command
of the naval force to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Frederick Crocker, com-
manding United States steamer Clifton, accompanied by the steamer Sachem,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Amos Johnson; United States steamer Arizona,

Acting Master Howard Tibbetts; and United States steamer Granite City, Act-
ing Master Lamson.

These being the only available vessels of sufficiently light draught at my
disposal for that service, and as they have good pilots, I have no doubt the force

is quite sufficient for the object. The defences ashore and afloat are believed

to consist of two 32-pounders en barbette, and two bay-boats converted into

rams.

It was concerted with General Franklin that the squadron of four gunboats,

under the command of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Crocker, shall make the

attack alone, assisted by about 180 sharpshooters from the army, divided among
his vessels ; and, having driven the enemy from his defences and destroyed or

driven off the rams, the transports are then to advance and land the troops. I

regret exceedingly that the officers and crews who have been on the blockade

there cannot participate in the attack in consequence of the excessive draught

of water drawn by their vessels.

The New London, drawing 9J feet, is the lightest draught of all the block-

aders, and has made repeated attempts to go in alone, but without success.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL,
Commodore, Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, September 11, 1863.

Sir : It is my unpleasant duty to inform the Navy Department that the

expedition to Sabine Pass, referred to in my despatch No. 30, has totally failed.

That Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Frederick Crocker, commanding the Clifton,

accompanied by the Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City, in all twenty-seven

guns, entered Sabine river on the 8th instant, and engaged a fort of six guns ;,

and after a fight of one hour, the Clifton and Sachem surrendered, and the other

two boats escaped from the river. All the troops have returned to this river,

without effecting a landing. No report of the affair has been received by me.

I received the information from Major General Banks to-day, who had no
particulars.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL,
Commodore, Commanding W. G. B. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Nary, Washington, D. C.

United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,
New Orleans, September 13, 1863.

Sir : My despatch, No. 41, informed you of the repulse of the expedition

at Sabine Pass, and the capture of the Clifton, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Frederick Crocker, and Sachem, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Amos Johnson, by
the rebels, and the safe return of the troops and transports to the river without

loss.

Lieutenants Crocker and Johnson are reported to have fought their vessels

gallantly, and are unhurt. The rebel steamers took the Clifton and Sachem
in tow within twenty minutes after their surrender. The extent of their damage
is unknown.
The arrival of the Owasco this morning has given me the only reports from

the naval officers concerned, that I have yet received, and I don't know that

they are prepared to make them any more complete; they are herewith

enclosed.

No. 1 is the report of Lieutenant Commander W. H. Dana ; No. 2, report

of Acting Master C. W. Lamson ; No. 3, report of Acting Master Howard
Tibbetts ;

No. 4, reports of Lieutenant Commander John Madigan
The attack, which was to have been a surprise, and made at early dawn on

the 7th, was not made until 3 p. m. on the 8th, after the entire expedition had ap-

peared off Sabine for twenty-eight hours ; and a reconnoissance had beenmade on
the morning of the 8th by Generals Franklin and Weitzel, and Lieutenant Com-
manding Crocker, when they decided on a form of attack different from that re-

commended by myself. To prepare the way for the expedition I despatched from
the head of the passes on the 4th instant Acting Master C. W. Lamson, in the

Granite City, with two good pilots for Sabine Pass, and instructions to the senior

officer on blockade there, advising him of the approaching expedition, and to allow

the pilots to anchor one of his vessels off the bar as a starting point from which
to run by at night for crossing the bar, and for the transports to rendezvous by

;

which appears to have failed, from the absence of the only vessel on blockade
there, she having gone to Galveston for coals and oil..

Acting Master Lamson simply reports the Granite City as having arrived

there on the evening of the 6th, and then proceeds to give his ideas of the attack.
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Lieutenant Crocker and the transports appear to have been greatly discon-

certed by not finding the vessels off Sabine, according to the arrangements.

General Franklin states distinctly that, as soon as the Clifton and Sachem
surrendered, the Arizona, Acting Master Commanding Howard Tibbetts, and the

Granite City, Acting Master Commanding C. W. Lamson, steamed over the bar,

where the Arizona grounded and lay most of the night; and that they left him
inside, unsupported, with seven transports and 1,200 men, until next morning,

his vessel being within easy range from the beach, if the enemy had brought

down his field guns ; and there were, besides, two steam rams in the river.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

H. H. BELL,
Commodore, Com'dg TV. G. B. Squadron, pro te?n.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Rejwrt of Lieutenant Commander W. H. Dana.

United States Steamer Caylga,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, September 9, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave to report that, on the morning of the 7th instant, General

Franklin came off this pass Avith troops. I offered to render him every assist-

ance in my power. In the evening four gunboats came in, viz : Clifton, Ari-

zona, Sachem, and Granite City. Acting Lieutenant Crocker gave me your
order addressed to Captain Madigan. I told Captain Crocker all I knew of

the battery and channel, and offered him every assistance.

On the morning of the 8th instant the Clifton went in on a reconnoissance,

firing towards the town and where the batteries were supposed to be, receiving

no reply from the enemy. About 3 p. m. the transports were over the bar, the

Granite City ahead of the transports for the purpose of covering the landing

of troops. The Clifton, Arizona, and Sachem engaged a battery of six or seven

guns. About 4 p. m. the Sachem, which was on the opposite shore from the

battery, was struck in the boiler and completely enveloped in steam. The
Clifton, which was on the other side of the middle ground, immediately ran di-

rectly under the fort, and for twenty or thirty minutes fired rapidly with grape

and shell, receiving a heavy fire from the fort. The Clifton was on shore.

The Clifton and Sachem hauled their colors down. The Arizona stood down
channel and took her position ahead of the transports and got ashore. Several

of the transports were then aground. The Granite City came out to communi-
cate with me, and I gave her captain orders to go in and support the Arizona

if he could possibly get in, as there was at this time a confederate steamer com-

ing down the river. I requested General Franklin to send one or two light-

draught vessels in to the assistance of the Arizona, thinking she might be cap-

tured. The Arizona, with all the transports, got off about midnight. I re-

quested General Franklin, early in the evening, to send a boat to Galveston for

naval reinforcements, as the Arizona was at that time aground, and I thought

it would take but a short time to repair the boiler of the Sachem. I was una-

ble to ascertain the extent of the Clifton's injuries. At 8 a. m. all the vessels

of the expedition, with the exception of the Arizona and Granite City, had left

for Southwest Pass. I thought it necessary to detain these vessels until I could

hear from Galveston.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. DANA,
Lieutenant Commander.

Commodore H. H. Bell,
Commanding TV. G. Squadron, New Orleans, La.
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Report of Acting Master C. IV. Lamson.

• United States Steamer Granite City,

Off Sabine Pass, Septc?nber 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report

:

On receipt of your order of September 4 I immediately proceeded to this

place, arriving on the evening of the 6th. The gunboats and transports arrived

on the 7th. At 8 a. m. on the 8th, the Clifton, Sachem, Arizona, and Granite

City crossed the bar, followed by the army transports. The Clifton passed up
the channel and opened on the enemy's batteries at long range, but without re-

turn. At 3.30 p. m. the gunboats weighed and proceeded up, according to pre-

vious arrangement, the Clifton heading up the port channel and engaging the

battery ; the Sachem and Arizona engaging from the opposite side of the pass

with their rifled guns. The Granite City was ordered to take position astern

of the Clifton, near the point of land where the troops contemplated landing,

to cover them. Soon after the engagement commenced a rifled shot penetrated

the Sachem's boilers, thus disabling her. A few minutes later the Clifton re-

ceived a shot exploding her boilers, and at the same time she grounded upon
the reef, but still kept up her fire. In a short time the Clifton, being appar-

ently disabled, hauled down her colors, the Sachem following her example.

Such being the situation, the Arizona aground, with a reef between her and
this vessel, thus rendering assistance impossible, the enemy's three cotton-clads

nearing, the transports commenced steaming down the pass, I deemed it pru-

dent to withdraw ; but being unacquainted with the channel, and the tide being

ebb, grounded several times, but finally succeeded in crossing the bar. All the

transports got out safely, and the Arizona also, upon the flood tide. Three of

this ship's boats were lost that were loaned to the army transports. I was un-

aware at the time that I was the senior officer ,- but if anything in the affair

does not seem clear, I would respectfully suggest that an investigation be

instituted.

I remain, your obedient servant,

C. W. LAMSON,
Coin'dg U. S. Steamer Granite City, Senior Officer present.

Commodore H. H. Bell,
GorrCdg \V. G. Squadron, U. S. Steamer Pensacola, New Orleans.

Report of Acting Master H. Tibbctts.

United States Steamer Arizona,
Sabine Bar, September 10, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 4th, this steamer left the Southwest
Pass at 11 a. m. of the 5th, convoying the St. Charles, Belvidere, General
Banks, Lomdais, of General Weitzel's division, arriving at Atchafalaya bay at

5.30 a. m. of the 6th, where we met the Clifton and Sachem, the Clifton lead-

ing, the Arizona following with the Sachem in tow, the transports following in

close order. We stood to the westward until 2 a. m., 7th, when, turning, stood

to the northeast until 6 a. m., and anchored in five fathoms, latitude 29° 25',

longitude 93° 23'. The day was spent in chasing and collecting the different

divisions of transports under Generals Emery and Franklin. At 2 p. m. the

26 N
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Arizona was ordered to proceed to Sabine, where she arrived at 9.30 p. m. ; the

Clifton and transports arriving during the night. At 9 a. m., 8th, the Clifton

stood in the bay and opened fire on the fort, to which no reply was made. At
9 a. m. the Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City, followed by the transports,

stood over the bar, and with much difficulty (owing to the shallowness of the

water) reached an achorage two miles from the fort at 11 a. m., the gunboats

covering the transports. At 3.30 p. m. the Sachem, followed by the Arizona,

advanced up the eastern channel to draw the fire of the forts, while the Clifton

advanced up the western channel ; the Granite City to cover the landing of a

division of troops under General Weitzel. No reply to the fire of the gunboats

being made until we were abreast of the forts, when they opened with eight

guns, three of which were rifled. Almost at the same moment the Clifton and
Sachem were struck in their boilers, enveloping the vessels in steam. There
not being room to pass the Sachem, this vessel was backed down the channel,

and a boat sent to the Sachem, which returned with Engineer Monroe and Fire-

man Lynn badly scalded, (since dead.) The Arizona had now grounded by
the steam. The ebb had caught her bows and swung her across the channel.

She was with much difficulty extricated from this position, owing to the engine

becoming heated by the collection of mud in the boilers. It was with difficulty

and danger that it was moved. The flags of the Clifton and Sachem were now
down and white flags flying at the fore. As all the transports were now moving
out of the bay, this vessel remained, covering their movements until she

grounded, and remained until midnight, when she was kedged oft
1

, as no assist-

ance could be had from any of the tugs of the expedition. There are now on

board this vessel William Low, landsman ; Peter Benson, seaman ; G. W. Ma-
ker, carpenter's mate ; John Howels, ship's cook ; Samuel Smith, landsman

;

George Hurton, landsman, of the crew of the Sachem.
There was expended 23 30-pound Parrott shell and charges, and 15 32-pound

shell and charges, and 38 primers. This vessel was not struck during the en-

gagement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. TIBBETTS,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Steamer Arizona.

Commodore H. H. Bell,
Coin'dg W. G. B. Squadron, U. S. Steamer Pensacola, New Orleans.

Beports of Lieutenant Commander Dana relative to the killed and wounded.

United States Steam Sloop Pensacola,

Off New Orleans, La., September 26, 1863.

Sir :
* * # Please receive, enclosed, copies of reports from Lieutenant

Commander Dana in reference to the killed and wounded on board of the

United States steamers . Clifton and Sachem, obtained by flag of truce from

confederate authorities at Sabine. * * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c,
H. H. BELL,

Commodore, Com'dg W. G. B. Squadron pro tern.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Nary.
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United States Steamer Cayuga,

Off Sabine Pass, Texas, September 13, 1S63.

Sir : On the morning of the 11th instant I sent in a flag- of- truce boat and
ascertained that neither the captain of the Clifton nor Sachem was killed.

None of the Clifton's officers were killed. Twenty-three were killed and some
wounded, mostly belonging to the Sachem. The confederate officers said the

prisoners were hurried off to Houston, and consequently they were unable to

give me the names of the killed and wounded, but would do so on Sunday if I

would send in a boat.

Captain Lamson, of the Granite City, brought from Calcasieu fourteen

refugees. I have questioned several of them, and can hear of no further

injury to the Clifton than the cutting of her steam-pipe. The refugees tell me
that the confederate Captain Fuller was sent for, and has taken command of

the confederate gunboats and cotton-clads. Also that the 9-inch guns of the

Harriet Lane have been placed on the cotton-clads.

P. M. My flag-of-truce boat has just returned. The confederates say they

have buried twenty-eight of our people, and they have a number wounded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. DANA,
Lieutenant Commander, Com'dg U. S. Steamer Cayuga,

Captain John P Gillis, U. S. N„
Commanding U. S. Forces off Coast of Texas.

United States Steamer Cayuga,
Off Sabine Pass, Texas, September 17, 1863.

Sir : I have been unable to gain much additional information concerning
affairs on shore here. The accounts of refugees and pilots vary, and give

nothing satisfactory. It is thought by one that this Captain Fuller is here, and
by others that he is not. An Englishman named Odlane, thought to be an
excellent artillerist, had command of the battery before re-enforcements arrived.

A man named Paine, taken at Galveston and sent to New Orleans, supposed to

be a spy, had command of the cotton vessels just before the attack.

In the last flag-of-truce boat a rebel officer named Levi Smith, C. S. N., the
person who commanded the captors of the Harriet Lane, came off to give his

card ; a Major Magruder and a captain were also in the boat. These officers

we have not before seen. The officer who came off in the first boat has fre-

quently been out, and was here during the engagement. I place more confi-

dence in his account of the killed and wounded. I might add that it was
reported by the officers in the last boat that the chief engineer of both vessels
were killed, and that the executive officer of the Clifton was wounded and died
in Beaumont, and that a master's-mate of the Clifton was killed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. DANA,
Lieutenant Commander, Co?n

ydg U. S. Steamer Cayuga.

Captain John P. Gillis,

Com'dg U. S. Forces off Coast of Texas.
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MISSISSIPPI FLOTILLA.

OUTRAGES COMMITTED BY GUERILLAS.—MEASURES OF RETALIATION
ADOPTED AND EXECUTED.

Cairo, October 27, 1862.

Sir : When I took command here the guerillas were very troublesome, and
were firing on unarmed vessels from the river banks, and at places not occupied

by United States troops, when the steamers stopped and allowed themselves (I

think) to be robbed.

The war would never end in this way, for I am convinced that large quan-

tities of goods were intentionally landed for the use of the rebels, and shipped

from St. Louis. In consequence, I issued stringent orders, placing all points

under blockade not occupied by United States troops or covered by a gunboat,

and have ordered our vessels to capture all steamers landing at places not au-

thorized by the collectors or surveyors of ports.

I have also instituted retaliating measures, which, I think, will stop guerilla

warfare. Agreeably to these orders, Lieutenant Commander Fitch, with four

light-draught gunboats, landed at Caseyville, on the Ohio river, under cover of

night, and captured thirty-three rebel sympathizers and guerillas who were
supposed to be engaged in the robbery of the Hazel Dell. I ordered him to

assess their property to ten times the amount plundered from the Hazel Dell,

which he is now doing. The prisoners are in close confinement.

On the 25th of this month Captain Winslow, of the Baron De Kalb, landed

twenty-five men, under charge of Carpenter Medell, who gave chase to a gue-

rilla party that had been committing depredations in the town of Coperfield.

The party from the Baron De Kalb pressed horses into service, and, after a

running fight of nine miles, succeeded in capturing all the guerilla party, con-

sisting of one Captain Russell, Lieutenant Brown, and eight men, all of whom
I ordered not to be treated as prisoners of war.

I regret to say that, on the return of the party to the tug Spiteful, Mr.

Joseph Chaplain, the engineer, received a mortal wound by the accidental dis-

charge of a gun, and the mate, Mr. A. Palmer, a severe one—the ball passing

through the abdomen of Mr. Chaplain and through the hand of Mr. Palmer.

In consequence of outrages committed on the steamer Gladiator, in which
some passengers were killed, Lieutenant Commander Richard W. Meade, jr.,

of the Louisville, in company with a detachment of three hundred soldiers of

the 11th Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel Barton started in pursuit, but the rebels

had, as usual, fled. Lieutenant Commander Meade reports :
" Discovering that

the guerillas had been at the landing last night, a force was landed from this

vessel ; the inhabitants of the place were given half an hour to remove neces-

sary articles from the houses, when buildings and fields were laid in ashes."

Hamblin's, two miles bidow, was served in the same way, the guerillas

having quartered there three nights since. This is the only way of putting a

stop to guerilla warfare, and the method is stringent ; officers are instructed to

put it down at all hazards. If we ever do succeed in getting a naval brigade

the guerillas will have no rest.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Activ.g Rear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary o* the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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LOSS OF TILE GUNBOAT CAIRO.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
United States Steamer Black Hawk, December 17, 1862.

Sir : I regret to inform you that the Cairo (iron-clad) has been blown up by
a torpedo in the Yazoo river—nobody hurt. The vessel went down in twelve

minutes. I gave Captain Walke orders to hold Yazoo river at all hazards, and
it was while the vessels were employed in taking up the torpedoes (of which

great numbers have been planted there) that the Cairo incautiously proceeded

too far ahead, another steamer being in advance of her, when the torpedo ex-

ploded under her, knocking out her bottom. It was all done in the line of duty,

and will not prevent me from carrying out my original intentions. We may
lose three or four vessels, but will succeed in carrying out the plan for the cap-

ture of Vicksburg. The wires of the torpedoes are being cut, and the torpe-

does removed, and we are now in command of the landings for the disembarka-

tion of the army destined to march into the city.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Captain Walke, commanding the Carondelct.

United States Gunboat Carondelet,
Mouth of the Yazoo Rirer, December 13, 1862.

Sir : On the 11th instant I despatched the Marmora and Signal up the

Yazoo river on a reconnoissance, and they returned in the afternoon, having

ascended about twenty miles, where they were apprised of the presence of a
number of torpedoes by the unaccountable number of small scows and sta-

tionary floats of various kinds along the channel of the river, and the explosion

of one of them near the Signal. They immediately returned down the river,

the Marmora exploding another by firing their muskets at the head of it, which
was visible above the water.

Captains Getty, of the Marmora, and Scott, of the Signal, informed me that

they could destroy all of these torpedoes with perfect safety if I would have
them protected by one or two gunboats, as there was water enough to admit
them, and the river is rising. I resolved, therefore, after consulting with
Lieutenants Commanding Walker, Selfridge, and Hoel, of the Baron De Kalb,
Cairo, and Pittsburg, to send Lieutenant Commanding Selfridge, at his own
request, (the Cairo being the fastest and lightest draught gunboat,) with the

Pittsburg, Lieutenant Commanding Hoel, and with the ram Queen of the West,
whose commander desired to accompany the expedition, to protect the Marmora
and Signal while clearing the river of torpedoes.

I cautioned the commanding officers of all the boats of the expedition (being

present,) and Captain Selfridge in particular, to be very careful not to run their

vessels in among the torpedoes, but to avoid the channel where they were set,

to scour the shore with small boats, and haul the torpedoes on shore and destroy
them before proceeding further up the river; that this duty would be performed
by the Marmora and Signal, and the ram would follow astern of them, and the

gunboats should be kept in the rear of all, so that they could shell the banks
of the river above them if necessary. These instructions I repeated positively
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and also that if there was any apparent danger in the execution of them to

relinquish the project and return, until better means could be obtained to scour

the shore and drag out the torpedoes.

At half past seven o'clock yesterday morning the expedition proceeded up
the Yazoo, according to my orders, and returned, minus the Cairo, about five

o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. Lieutenant Commanding Selfridge

came on board and reported the loss of the Cairo, by the explosion of a torpedo

under his port bow, while urging the Marmora (having passed the other boats)

through the midst of them, he being under the impression that they were harm-
less, or that there was no danger to be apprehended from them. After the

explosion, which blew a very large hole up through the forecastle near the port

bow gun, the Cairo was run on shore, and sunk in about ten minutes out of

sight, except her light spars and smoke-stacks. After the accident to the Cairo

ten torpedoes were destroyed by the expedition.

I have ordered the Marmora to proceed to Cairo with the officers and crew of

the gunboat Cairo, and I have ordered Lieutenant Commanding Selfridge to

report to you in person. Fortunately there were but a few persons injured on

board the Cairo, and none of them very seriously.

I herewith enclose the reports of the several commanders of vessels on that sad

occasion, which would have been avoided if my instructions had been followed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. WALKE,
Contain, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
CorrCdg Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Thomas O. Selfridge.

United States Gunboat Signal,

Off Yazoo River, December 13, 1862.

Sir : It becomes my painful duty to announce to you the total loss of the

gunboat Cairo, while under my command, from the explosion of two torpedoes

under or near her, placed in the Yrazoo river, some sixteen miles from its mouth.

I left our anchorage at about 8 o'clock a. m., December 12, in company
with the gunboats Pittsburg, Marmora, Signal, and ram Queen of the West,

under orders from Captain Walke to proceed carefully up the Yazoo to where

torpedoes had been discovered the day before, and to effect the destruction of

as many as possible. It was understood that the light gunboats were to go

ahead, followed by myself and the Pittsburg, to protect them by shelling the

woods on the river bank.

Arriving near the spot indicated, when the leading gunboat, the Marmora,

was partially hidden by a bend in the river, a heavy fire of musketry opened

;

the steamer commenced backing at the same time, leading me to suppose she

was attacked from the shore. I hastened up to her support, when I found the

firing was from the Marmora at an object, a block of wood floating in the water.

I ordered her to cease firing and to lower a boat to examine. They either

did not hear my order or were loth to obey it, and showing no signs of execu-

ting it, I lowered one of my own boats. They fished it up and found it to be a

portion of a torpedo which had exploded the day before.

In the meanwhile, the head of the Cairo having got in towards the shore, I

backed out to straighten up steam, and ordered the Marmora to go ahead slow.

I had made but half a dozen revolutions of the wheel, and gone ahead perhaps

half a length, the Marmora, a little ahead, leading, when two sudden explosions
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in quick succession occurred, one close to my port quarter, the other apparently

under my port bow; the hitter so severe as to raise the guns under it some dis-

tance from the deck. She commenced to fill so rapidly that in two or three

minutes the water was over her forecastle. I shoved her immediately for the

bank, but a few yards distant, got out a hawser to a tree, hoping to keep her

from sliding off into deep water. The pumps, steam and hand, were immediately

manned, and everything done that could be. Her whole frame was so com-

pletely shattered that I found immediately that nothing more could be effected

than to move the sick and the arms. I ordered the Queen of the West along-

side, and passed what articles I could get at into her, with a portion of the

crew, the remainder taking to our boats. The Cairo sunk in about twelve

minutes after the explosion, going totally out of sight, except the top of the

chimneys, in six fathoms of water. I am happy to say that though some half a

dozen men were injured no lives were lost.

I cannot speak too highly of the officer's and men's behavior; there saw
perfect discipline and order to the last. The crew remained at the quarters

until ordered away, and did what little could be done under the circumstances.

The most of the bags and hammocks were saved, as was everything that

floated from the wreck. In the meanwhile I directed Captain Hoel, of the

Pittsburg, to send boats up the shore, under cover of his guns, to destroy and
discover the mode of firing these torpedoes. Several of them were destroyed,

but I leave the particulars to his report.

Having accomplished all that was in our power, and destroyed what vestige

of the unfortunate Cairo that remained above water, it was with deep regret and
melancholy that I felt obliged to return down the river.

I have nothing to add in justification of myself that does not appear in this

report.

Though I found we were in the vicinity of torpedoes, there were no signs to

show at the time that any were in my immediate neighborhood, the Marmora
having passed ahead of me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOMAS 0. SELFRIDGE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Captain Henry Walke, U. S. N.,

Commanding Naval Forces off Yazoo River.

Acting Rear-Admiral Porter's detailed report of the loss of the Cairo.

No. 251.] United States Mississippi Squadron,
December 17, 1862.

Sir: When I sent you my despatch notifying you of the loss of the Cairo

I had not examined carefully all the accompanying reports, being pressed for

time, and I left it to the department to judge where the blame laid. My own
opinion is that due caution was not observed, and that the vessels went ahead
too fast. These torpedoes have proved so harmless heretofore (not one exploding

out of the many hundreds that have been planted by the rebels) that officers

have not felt that respect for them to which they are entitled. The torpedo

which blew up the Cairo was evidently fired by a galvanic battery, as in some
of them, which were afterwards taken up, the officers followed the wires over

four hundred yards from the river bank, and would have followed them up but

for fear of surprises. Lieutenant Commander Selfridge was proceeding with

proper caution before the accident, and the Marmora was proceeding ahead of

him some distance, while the boats were cutting the wires and dragging the
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torpedoes to the bank. Several had been safely disposed of when the Signal

commenced firing musketry; and as the river bank was full of sharpshooters,

Lieutenant Commander Selfridge went to assist her, supposing she was
attacked. It appears she was firing at floating torpedoes. Not obey-
ing the signal made to her to return, Lieutenant Commander Selfridge went
up to hail her, and in doing so lost his vessel. The boats were doing their

work very effectually, and had the orders of Captain Walke been carried out

no accident could have occurred. The torpedoes were known to be there in

numbers, and every precaution should have been observed. Lieutenant Com-
mander Selfridge, however, did not go ahead with his vessel until his pilot

assured him that everything was clear. In my orders to Captain Walke I

directed him as follows :
" Send on the Signal and Marmora, with some good

marksmen, besides their crews; let them hold on to all they can until you can
get your large vessels in. We must make a landing for the army at all hazards,

and prevent the rebels from raising batteries," &c, &c. The first part of the

order was executed, and the Signal and Marmora proceeded thirty miles up the

river until stopped by the batteries. They were attacked by guerillas, whom
they easily drove off, but they returned again to Captain Walke, and enabled

the rebels to plant the torpedoes between that time and the return of the second,

expedition, when the Cairo was lost. What was the cause of the return of the

light-draught vessels in the face of my order I have yet to learn. I do not see

anything to reprehend in the course of Lieutenant Commander Selfridge, except

being rather incautious. His vessel was a great loss to us; she was in splendid

order, and had just been made shot-proof with railroad iron where she was be-

fore vulnerable. He is too good an officer to lose his services just now, and I

have put him in command of the Conestoga, which was vacant, trusting that he
may be more fortunate hereafter, this being the second time during the war his

vessel has gone down under him. The conduct of the officers and crew was
admirable; everything was conducted with perfect coolness, and not a man was
lost, although so short a time elapsed between the explosion of the torpedo and
the sinking of the vessel that nothing Avas saved except a few hammocks and
bags, belonging to the men, which floated off. In a few minutes after the Cairo

sunk nothing could be seen but the top of her pipes, which the ram Lioness

hauled out and sunk to prevent the rebels from finding the spot. This affair

will give me some extra trouble, but I hope to succeed, nevertheless, though this

leaves me only six vessels which can go under a battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary ofthe Navy, Washington, D. C.

Acting Rear-Admiral Porter's instructions to Captain Walke.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
November 21, 1862.

Sir: On receipt of this communication you will take with you all the iron-

clads, except the Benton and the General Bragg, and proceed down as near the

mouth of the Yazoo as you can get, and, if possible, enter it. The object is to

prevent the erection of batteries at the mouth of the Yazoo river, or as far as

our guns will reach, and in case you see anything of the kind, your duty will

be to destroy the batteries if you can ; if the rebels have not covered them in,

there will be no difficulty in driving them away and destroying the guns. The
best time do that kind of business is about daylight in the morning.
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In case you cannot get into the Yazoo with the large vessels, you will send

in the Signal and Marmora, with some good marksmen on board, besides their

crews. Let them hold on to all they can until you are enabled to get large

vessels up. We must make a landing for the army; at all events, we must pre-

vent the rebels from raising forts right under our noses. You are directed to

take with you (besides the iron-clads that can get to Helena) the Lexington

and Tyler, which you will pick up as you go along; or, if they come to Helena,

I will see that they are with you in time.

I have no means of ascertaining the height of water in the Yazoo, and think

the only way to find out is to go, or send and see.

I shall feel better satisfied when I know we cannot get in, for then I shall

know that the rebels cannot get out. In the matter of attacking batteries you
must exercise some judgment, and no doubt by a little consultation with those

connected with you on this expedition you will arrive at a just conclusion.

The object is to prevent the enemy from blocking up the approach to the

river with batteries. General McClcrnand will move now in about two weeks,

and we must have the places clear for him to land his troops ; the object is to

get possession of as much of the Yazoo as we can, and hold it until he comes.

I will be pushing down small and light-draught boats as fast as I get them fin-

ished and armed, and I hope to have about ten ready in the course of ten days.

Fill your vessels up with coal; carry very low steam going down, to save

your fuel, and, if necessary, detain the B. to tow down a couple of barges to en-

able you to keep up your steam.

The B. will also act as a despatch boat if necessary to send me any com-
munications.

If you find that you can enter the Yazoo, push on and go as far as you can;

keep the communication open behind you. There are a number of fine large

river boats up the Yazoo ; try and secure them. Everything you fall in with will

be a prize, and remember that there are no Union men who can lay claim to any-
thing in that region.

In case you are successful, I beg leave to suggest that there is but one way
of making war—and that is, by using the most stringent means, even to military

executions, in order to preserve subordination among conquered people. Allow
no parties to land near Vicksburg except on duty assigned by yourself. No
intercourse of any kind to be kept up with the rebels ; if any retreat to your
vessels for protection, see that they do not go on shore again; at the same time

get out of them all the information you can. Pick up all the good contrabands
you can get, and something may be learnt from the most intelligent of them.
After you have gained any information of any consequence, despatch it to me.

I am well intormed that an active trade is carried on between the Yazoo and
the Had rivers; the sooner we stop it the better.

Captain Selfridge will join you from Memphis. The Cincinnati, Lieutenant
Bache, has left here on her way down; the Pittsburg has been ordered to join

you; the Baron Dc Kalb will be off on Monday, and with the Lexington, Tyler,

Signal, and Marmora, you will likely do something.
t
Keep me advised if any-

thing should occur to render my presence necessary. And now, trusting to your
good judgment, hoping that no opportunity to annoy the enemy may escape
you,

I remain, very respectfully, &c,
DAVID D. PORTER,

ActingRear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.
Capt. H. Walke,

Gom'dg Carondelet, Helena.

P. S.—I will have a couple of Ellet's rams to report to you when you will

be ready for anything.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH THE YAZOO BATTERIES.—CO-OPERATION WITH GEN-
ERAL SHERMAN AGAINST VICKSBURG.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, Decemher 27, 1862.

Sir : This morning we commenced early the work of removing the torpedoes.

The boats worked under a brisk fire from the concealed riflemen in pits, but the

enemy gradually receded before our vessels, and by 3 o'clock in the evening

we had worked up to within half or three-quarters of a mile of the batteries,

the strength of which it was desirable to feel. The army in the mean time ad-

vanced towards the heights. My object was to draw off a large portion of the

troops from Vicksburg, to prevent our ascent of the Yazoo, by which we could

throw troops on the Milldale road. At half past two the forts commenced firing

briskly at our boats with eight heavy guns, without driving them in. The way
being apparently clear of torpedoes, the channel having been thoroughly drag-

ged with all sorts of contrivances, Lieutenant Commander Gwin, at 3 o'clock, ad-

vanced to the furthest point where the boats had finished their work, (which
was about twelve hundred yards from the forts,) and opened his batteries. The
other vessels were also ordered up, all of which were lying close behind. The
river was, however, too narrow at that point to get even two vessels abreast,

and the Benton bore the brunt of the fight. It lasted two hours, during which
time the Benton was much cut up, but nothing happened to impair her effi-

ciency; her armor was shot-proof when it was struck, except on deck, but still

I regret to say there were some serious casualties. Lieutenant Commander
Gwin was most seriously wounded by a rifle-shot striking him on the right

breast, and carrying away the muscle of the right arm. He refused to enter

the shot-proof pilot-house, saying that a captain's place was on the quarter

deck. While there is life there is hope, and I trust the life of this gallant officer

may be spared to us ; the country can ill afford to lose his services. Mr. Lord,

the executive officer of the vessel, was wounded severely in the foot, but fought

the vessel gallantly after the captain had been carried below, and retired when
the batteries were all unmasked, and when the object was accomplished for

which the vessels went up. I had three of the iron-clads, and the Lexington,

the Marmora, and the ram Queen of the West lying as a reserve, but none of

them were struck, though in action, except the Cincinnati, Lieutenant Bache,

by which no material damage occurred to the vessel.

The army advanced at the same time we were attacking the forts, making
the enemy believe we were going to force the river forts. This induced them
to draw off a large part of their forces from Vicksburg, and their cavalry were

kept employed driving the men back to their guns.

I send you a sketch of the present position of affairs. The fighting is going

on now, but with what success I know not. Our troops, though, are gaining at

every step, and I am in hopes that by morning General Sherman will cut the

communication between Vicksburg and Milldale, which should, by rights, end

the affair.

The railroads have all been cut leading into Texas, and there will be no

hope of supplies, even if Vicksburg can hold out for a short time.

The enemy cannot approach the left wing of our army until they reach the

heights without coming in range of our gunboats. At that point the army will

have all the fighting to do themselves.

The following is a list of the killed and wounded : Lieutenant Commander
William Gwin, severely wounded on the right breast, lacerating the pectoral

muscles extensively, also tearing away a portion of the muscles of the right

forearm ; George P. Lord, executive officer, severe contusion of the foot ; Elias
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Reese, executive officer of the Marmora, slightly Avounded ; N. B. Willets,

gunner, severely wounded ;
Robert Ithoyal, master-at-arms, killed ; Thomas

Smith, seaman, mortally wounded ; Alexander W. Lynch, seaman, severe con-

tusion of the head ; Alexander Campbell, seaman, severely wounded ; Stephen

Moss, slightly wounded ; George Cullender, boy, slightly wounded.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

Detailed report of the attack on the Yazoo batteries.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, December 31, 1862.

Sir : I have already written you a hurried report of the attack on the Yazoo
batteries by the Benton, and have the honor to relate occurrences up to this date.

On the 27th instant Lieutenant Commander Walker, of the Baron De Kalb,

had cleared the river Yazoo of torpedoes to the place nearly where the Cairo

was sunk, and had obtained possession of two landings. The enemy, to the

number of two thousand, were contesting every inch of ground from rifle-pits

and from behind levees, where, from high overhanging banks, they could fire

on our vessels almost with impunity. The light-draught iron-clads Signal,

Juliet, and Romeo were very serviceable in performing this duty, being per-

fectly bullet-proof all over, except in their upper cabins, which were pretty

badly cut up.

1 did not deem the landings already secured sufficiently good, and on the

23d instant Lieutenant Commander Gwin, according to order, proceeded up
the river in the Benton, accompanied by the Tyler, Lieutenant Commander
Pritchett; Lexington, Lieutenant Commander Shirk; ram Queen of the West,
Captain E. W. Sutherland ; ram Lioness, Master T. 0. Reilly ; Signal, Acting

Master Scott ; Romeo, Acting Ensign Smith ; Juliet, Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Shaw. The 24th, 25th, and 26th were occupied in getting up the

torpedoes, of which there were a great many ; but, as the water had risen in

the river, our vessels were enabled to keep off the sharpshooters, and the boats,

being well covered, drove them back when they came in small numbers. Thus
the work continued until the boats turned the bend in the river, where a series

of forts, dotted all around the hills, and a heavy raft, covered with railroad iron,

seemed to forbid all further progress. I directed the work to go on in the boats

as near to the forts as possible, and they proceeded until the forts opened on
them, at a distance of twelve hundred yards. Though much annoyed by the

fire, on the 27th the boats continued their work, and the Benton closed up to

cover them. It was blowing very hard at the time, and, the current being

checked by the wind, the Benton, at all times an unmanageable ship, had a

tendency to turn head or broadside to wind ; in consequence of which she had
to be tied to the bank. Then the enemy opened fire on her, almost every shot

hitting her somewhere. Seven or eight heavy guns were firing from the different

forts—50-pound rifles and 64-pounders solid. After she made fast to the bank
she was hit thirty times. Whenever the shots hit the pilot-house or the defence

on her sides they did but little harm, in some places scarcely leaving a mark
;

but whenever they struck her deck they went through everything, killing and
wounding ten persons ; among the latter Lieutenant Commander Gwin. The
wind blew so hard that the other iron-clads were unmanageable, and, though
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they brought their batteries to bear (as did the Lexington and Tyler) as well

as the very narrow stream would permit, they could not fire very effectually.

Two of the guns in the forts were silenced, and, the boats being unable to work
any longer, the vessels dropped back, around the point, out of fire. The object

of the firing was only to cover the boats, as the forts can only be taken by a
landing party, and a very strong one at that.

The Benton was not rendered inefficient in the least, though two of her guns
were damaged so that they are no longer serviceable, having been hit with shot.

On the 28th General Sherman had advanced his forces within skirmishing

distance of the enemy, and I sent up a strong force to make a feint on the forts,

and to fire across on the Milldale road, to prevent re- enforcements from being

sent that way from the Yazoo forts to Vicksburg. Owing to late heavy rains

General Sherman found the ground almost impassable, and was headed off at

every step by innumerable bayous. On the 29 fch the assault was to commence
on the hills behind Vicksburg, provided the army could find an opening through

the abattis, which was piled up before them in all directions, and thousands of

sharpshooters, in rifle-pits, picking off the officers at every step. I brought up
the only two mortars I had been able to get down here, and placed them in

position (backed by the gunboats) to shell the woods on the right and left of

our army, to prevent the enemy from doubling on either wing, also placing a

portion of them at different points to protect the transports.

The battle commenced early in the day on the 29th, and our troops, with

great heroism, went to the assault. One division succeeded in getting into the

batteries on the hill, and drove the enemy out; but one of the two divisions that

were to assault being behind time, the assault was unsuccessful ; the men had
to retire again, and lay on their arms that night in a cold, heavy rain, that must
have decimated the army.
My opinion is that the present rain, which is heavy, will render any attempts

of our army to enter Vicksburg in that way useless. They could scarcely move
the artillery at first ; it will be doubly troublesome now. In the mean time the

rebels are receiving re-enforcements by every train, and are almost if not quite

as numerous as our troops. Our army will have to intrench themselves until

the ground will enable them to move. We have a good position, and the gun-

boats cover the army in a semicircle of eight miles.

Since I came below, the commanders of the different posts have all urgently

demanded gunboats, many of them holding positions where they could drive off

three or four times their number. At Island No. 10 I have been notified that

the commander had been ordered to abandon that post and spike his guns. I

have ordered the Pittsburg up there to hold it and to break up the guns, as they

are old ones and fit for nothing ; still the rebels might get them in some of these

stampedes. The commanding officer at Columbus hears that forty thousand

men are advancing on him, and wants a gunboat. I sent him the New Era,

and ordered Commander Pennock to fit 32-pounders on the old mortar rafts,

and plant them in front of Columbus and Hickman. General Curtis calls for a

large force of gunboats, to meet General Gorman on the 5th of January, 1863.

General Curtis has ordered movements from the east up the Arkansas on Little

Kock. General Gorman wants two gunboats at Helena. He says he is utterly

powerless with five thousand infantry and two thousand cavalry. I suppose I

must raise them. The General Bragg is stationed at Memphis, to protect that

place and repair her machinery. I have sent the Conestoga to the mouth of

Arkansas river, to protect the troops about to be stationed there, and to prevent

any intercourse up or down the Arkansas. As the light-draughts are finished

they will be stationed at different points on the river.

What our future operations will be here I cannot yet tell. We expected that

General Grant would have been in the rear of Vicksburg by this time, and that

General Banks would have been at Port Hudson, both of which movements
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were, I believe, part of the plan of operations. We hear nothing of either of

these generals.

The rebels are going to throw a powerful force into Vicksburg, to hold it at

all hazards, and the heavy rains at this time will cause a change in the military

operations. General Sherman is quite equal to the emergency, and nothing

daunted by his want of success. Part of the programme of the rebels is to

threaten our river ports, to make us draw off our troops from here, but with the

position held by the commanders of these ports they can defy any force brought

against them if they do their duty, and keep despatch boats ready to notify the

gunboats that will soon be stationed on the river. If there is a delay it will

enable us to get down our iron-clads from above, of which I see no prospect at

present.

Five light-draught steamers, under Lieutenant Commander Fitch, are up the

Tennessee river, and will be able to operate there now that the water is rising.

We will soon have two others on the Ohio.

Everything in the squadron in the shape of a steamer has a gun of some
kind mounted on her, and our vessels pass up and down without molestation.

The vessels now here are the Black Hawk, Benton, Baron De Kalb, Caron-

delet, Louisville, Cincinnati, Mound City, Lexington, Tyler, Signal, Romeo,
Juliet, Forest Rose, Rattler, Marmora, Rams Monarch, Queen of the West,

Switzerland, Lioness, storeship Sovereign, ordnance vessels Judge Torrence

and Great Western, floating smithery Sampson, tug-boat Champion, and six

small tugs and two mortars, water logged.

The health of the squadron is improving. The hospital ship is on her way
down here.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter relative to assault by General Sherman.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
White River, January, 18, 1863.

Sir : The army will move to-morrow on Vicksburg, with re- enforcements

furnished by General Grant, who I believe will accompany the expedition as

commander-in-chief. Had the combinations been carried out in our last expe-

dition, General Grant advancing by Grenada, General Banks up river, and
General Sherman down the river, the whole matter would have assumed a
different aspect, but General Sherman was the only one on the ground. The
army of General Grant had been cut off from its supplies. General Banks
never came up the river, and General Sherman having attempted to take the

enemy by surprise, lost about 700 wounded, 300 killed, and about 400 pris-

oners. All this was owing to Colonel De Courcy (who has since resigned)

not following General Blair, who had no difficulty in getting into the works of

the enemy. Had our troops been able to hold these works for three minutes,

Vicksburg would have been ours; but that chance was lost, and will not offer

again. The enemy crowded in 20,000 men from Grenada, and 10,000 from
Jackson, and outnumbered us two to one. The rain forced General Sherman
to embark, and we did so without the enemy being aware of it, until every-

thing was on board. Not a thing of consequence was left behind. When the

enemy did discover it, they sent down three regiments with field-pieces to at-
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tack the line of transports which was covered at every point by the gunboats

and light-draughts. The Lexington, Marmora, Queen of the West, and Monarch
opened on the enemy with shrapnell, and cut them up very severely, causing

them to fly in all directions, and not losing a man on our side. This is a short

history of this affair. The operations to come will be of a different character.

It will be a tedious siege, the first step, in my opinion, towards a successful

attack on Vicksburg, which has been made very strong by land and water. I

have always thought the late attempt was premature, but sometimes these

dashes succeed, and certain it is that but for the want of nerve in the leader of

a brigade the army would bave succeeded.

The operations of the navy in the Yazoo are worthy to be ranked amongst
the brightest events of the war. The officers in charge of getting up the tor-

pedoes and clearing eight miles of the river distinguished themselves by their

patient endurance and cool courage under a galling fire of musketry from well-

protected and unseen riflemen, and the crews of the boats exhibited a courage

and coolness seldom equalled. The navy will scarcely ever get credit for these

events. They are not brilliant enough to satisfy our impatient people at the

north, who know little of the difficulties attending an expedition like the one

mentioned, or how much officers and men are exposing themselves, while they

wonder why we do not demolish mountains of granite.

The department may rest assured that the navy here is never idle. The
army depends on us to take entire charge of them on the water, and it employs

every vessel I have. I have none too many. The light- draught vessels have

only halt crews. I am making up deficiencies with contrabands as fast as I can.

We expect to disembark the troops opposite Vicksburg in four or five days.

In the mean time I want to gather up the fleet which are operating at different

points with the army. My opinion is that Vicksburg is the main point; when
that falls all subordinate posts will fall with it. Arkansas is or will be quiet

for the present, and all smaller expeditions should be attached to the large one

at Vicksburg. This will enable me to employ the gunboats to better advantage,

which I cannot do now. The commander of every post requires a gunboat,

but I do not encourage them always in their expectations, as it makes them
very careless about defending themselves.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiralj CorrCdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

POSITION OF AFFAIRS AT VICKSBURG.

United States Mississippi Sgutadron,
Yazoo River, January 3, 1863.

Sir: The army has changed its position, which it was obliged to do owing

to the heavy rains. The men have been without shelter for five days, the rain

at times coming down in torrents. It was impossible for any army to work
under the circumstances. They failed in the first assault only because the sup-

porting division did not come up to its work, and the reserve fired (it is said)

into our own men. Could the first division have held the batteries (which they

took i for three minutes longer, our army could have commanded the hills back

of Vicksburg. So desperate Avere the rebels that they fired grape and canister

into and through their own retreating men, and mowed them down by the

dozens.
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The point of attack, at one time practicable, was no longer so after the as-

sault of our army. It was rendered impassable by abattis and stockades. It

was then determined by General Sherman and myself to attempt the forts on

the Yazoo, at Drungel's bluff, by a night attack. Ten thousand men were to

have been thrown right at the foot of the cliffs, risking the loss of the trans-

ports, while all the iron-clads were to open fire on the batteries and try and

silence them temporarily. The ram Lioness, under Colonel Ellet, was fitted

with an apparatus for breaking torpedo wires, and was to go ahead and clear

the way. Colonel Ellet was also provided with fifteen torpedoes to blow up
the raft and enable the vessels to get by if possible. This desperate duty he

took upon himself cheerfully, and no doubt would have performed it well had
the opportunity occurred. The details of the expedition were left to me, and it

was all ready to start at 3.30 a. m. A dense fog unfortunately set in at mid-

night and lasted until morning, when it was too late to start. It was so thick

that vessels could not move; men could not see each other at ten paces. The
river is too narrow for operations in clear weather, much less in a fog. After

the fog, there was in the afternoon every indication of a long and heavy rain.

The general very wisely embarked his whole army without being disturbed by
the enemy, and is now lying five miles above Vicksburg, waiting for good
weather and for McClernand to take command. The latter arrived before the

army left its position, and approved the change. As we left the rain poured
down in torrents, and will continue to do so for some time longer, rendering

land operations perfectly impracticable. While the army leaders are deciding

what to do, I have enough employment for the vessels here to patrol the river

and occupy those posts which have been partially deserted, or where appre-

hension of invasion is felt.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Mouth of Yazoo River, January 24, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place.

The army are landing on the neck of land opposite Vicksburg. What they
expect to do I don't know but presume it is a temporary arrangement. I am
covering their landing and guarding the Yazoo river.

The front of Vicksburg is heavily fortified, and unless we can get troops in

the rear of the city I see no chance of taking it at present, though we cut off

all their supplies from Texas and Louisiana.

A few days since I withdrew the gunboats from the mouth of the Yrazoo, as

they were entirely out of coal, and it was not proper to let them remain under
the circumstances. The moment I could get coal 1 sent them down again, and
they arrived just in time to block up eleven steamers in the Yrazoo that had
gone up for provisions and stores under the impression that we had left

altogether. These vessels have been employed carrying supplies and arms
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from Yicksburg to Port Hudson. This will render the reduction of that place
an easier task than it otherwise would have been, as there are no steamers on
the river except two that will be kept at Vicksburg.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

SERVICES OF THE RAM FLEET, UNDER THE COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL
ELLET, ON THE YAZOO RIVER.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Mississippi River, January 5, 1863.

Sir : In my different communications relating to the operations on the Yazoo
river I omitted to mention the services of the ram fleet. I intended to have
made a separate report, but have been unable to do so sooner.

From his first connexion with this squadron, Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet,

the immediate commander of the ram fleet, has displayed great zeal in carry-

ing out my orders, and when we have been threatened at different points, and
having no vessel to send from Cairo, he has, on two occasions, furnished vessels at

an hour's notice. When the expedition started down the river, the ram fleet

was with us, and our main dependence in case we should encounter other rams.

We had none of the navy proper. Although, like ourselves, half manned, the

ram fleet was ready to do anything required of it. In ascending the river,

the Queen of the West, Captain E. K. Sutherland and Master J. O. Reiley,

were very efficient in repelling the sharpshooters, their construction enabling

them to fire over the banks, which our iron-clads could not do. Captain Suther-

land kept unceasing watch in advance of the fleet while our boats were at

work, and won golden opinions by his assiduity. On the night of the 31st of

December, when it was intended to assault the batteries by land and water,

Colonel Ellet took upon himself the perilous duty of running up in the Lioness,

in face of the batteries, to clear out the torpedoes or break the wires, and to

plant torpedoes on the raft which had a battery at each end of it. No doubt

he would have performed it or lost his life and his vessel. I have great confi-

dence in the commander of the rams and those under him, and take this oppor-

tunity to state to the department how highly I appreciate the commander and
his associates.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississipjn Squadron,

Hon. GideOxN Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

CAPTURE OF ARKANSAS POST.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863.

Sir : The gunboats Louisville, De Kalb, Cincinnati, and Lexington attacked

the heavy fort at Post of Arkansas last night and silenced the batteries, killing

many of the enemy. The gunboats attacked it again this morning and dis-
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mounted every gun, eleven in all. Colonel Dunnington, (late of the United

States navy,) commandant of the fort, requested to surrender to the navy. I

received his sword. The army co-operated on the land side. The forts were

completely silenced, and the guns, eleven in number, were all dismounted in

three hours. The action was at close quarters on the part of the three iron-

clads, and the firing splendid. The list of killed and wounded is small. The
Louisville lost twelve, De Kalb seventeen, Cincinnati none, Lexington none,

Rattler two. The vessels, although much cut up, were ready for action in half

an hour after the battle. The light-draught Rattler, Lieutenant Commander Wat-
son Smith, and other light-draughts, joined in the action when it became general,

as did the Black Hawk, Lieutenant Commander K. R. Breese, with her rifle

guns. Particulars will be given hereafter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, ComUlg Mississippi Squadron,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on the 4th of January General

McClernand concluded to move up river upon the Post ofArkansas, and requested

my co-operation.

I detailed three iron-clads, the Louisville, Baron DeKalb, and Cincinnati, with

all the light-draught gunboats, all of which had to be towed up the river. On the

9th we ascended the Arkansas river, as high as Arkansas Post, when the army
landed within about four miles of the fort. The enemy had thrown up heavy
earthworks and extensive rifle-pits all along the levee. While the army were
making a detour to surround the fort, I sent up the iron-clads to try the range

of their guns, and afterwards sent up the Rattler, Lieutenant Commander Wat-
son Smith, to clear out the rifle-pits, and the men behind an extensive breast-

work in front of our troops. The Black Hawk also opened on them with her

rifled guns, and, after a few fires, the enemy left the works, and our troops

marched in. At 2 o'clock General McClernand told me the troops would be
in position to assault the main fort, a very formidable work, and I held all the

vessels in readiness to attack when the troops were in position. At 5.30 p. m.
General McClernand sent me a message, stating that everything was ready, and
the Louisville, Baron DeKalb, and Cincinnati advanced to within 400 yards of the
fort, which then opened fire from three heavy guns, and eight rifled guns and
with musketry.

The superiority of our fire was soon manifest; the batteries were silenced,

and we ceased firing, but no assault took place, and it being too dark to do any-
thing, all the vessels dropped down, and tied up to the bank for the night.

The Baron DeKalb, Lieutenant Commander Walker ; Louisville, Lieutenant
Commander Owen ; and the Cincinnati, Lieutenant Commanding Bache, led the

attack, and when hotly engaged, I brought up the light-draught vessels, the

Lexington and the Black Hawk, to throw in shrapnell and rifle shell. This fire

was very destructive, killing nearly all the artillery horses in and about the fort.

When the battery was pretty Avell silenced, I ordered Lieutenant Commander
Smith to pass the fort in the light-draught iron-clad Rattler and enfilade it, which
he did in a very gallant and handsome manner, but suffered a good deal in his

hull in doing so. All his cabin works were knocked to pieces, and a heavy

27 N
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shell raked him from stem to stern in the hull. Strange to say, two heavy shell

struck his iron plating (|-inch) on the bow, and never injured it. He got past

the fort, but became entangled among the snags placed in the river to impede
our progress, and had to return,

In this evening attack the vessels of all the commanders were well handled,
particularly the iron-clads. It was close quarters all the time, and not a gun
was fired from our side until the gunboats were within 400 yards of the fort.

The condition of the fort attests the accuracy of fire, and the persons inside give

the Baron DeKalb, Lieutenant Commander Walker, the credit of doing the most
execution.

I was informed again this morning, by General McClernand, that the army
was "waiting for the navy to attack, when they would assault the works." I

ordered up the iron-clads, with directions for the Lexington to join in when the

former became hotly engaged, and for the frailer vessels to haul up in the smoke,
and do the best they could. The Rattler, Lieutenant Commander Smith, and
the Glide, Lieutenant Commander Woodworth, did good execution with their

shrapnell, and when an opportunity occurred I made them push through by the

fort again (also the ram Monarch, Colonel Charles Ellet,) and they proceeded

rapidly up the river to cut off the enemy's retreat by the only way he had to

get off. By this time all the guns in the fort were completely silenced by the

Louisville, Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen ; Baron De Kalb, Lieutenant

Commander J. G. Walker, and Cincinnati, Lieutenant Commanding G. M.
Bache, and I ordered the Black Hawk up for the purpose of boarding it in front.

Being unmanageable, she had to be kept up the narrow stream, and I took in a

regiment from the opposite side to try and take it by assault. As I rounded to

to do so, and the gunboats commenced firing rapidly, knocking everything to

pieces, the enemy held out a white flag, and I ordered the firing to cease. The
army then entered and took possession. Colonel Dunnington, the commander
of the fort, sent for me, and surrendered to me in person. General Churchill,

of the rebel army, surrendered to the military commander. Our army had
almost surrounded the fort, and were preparing to assault, and would no doubt

have carried it with ease. They enfiladed it with rifle field-pieces, which did

much damage to the houses and light work, leaving their marks in all directions.

I do not know yet what were the operations on the land side. I was too

much interested in my own affairs, and in placing the vessels as circumstances

required.

In all this affair there was the greatest zeal on the part of the officers com-

manding to carry out my orders, and not a mistake of any kind occurred. No
fort ever received a worse battering, and the highest compliment I can pay those

engaged is to repeat what the rebels said :
" You can't expect men to stand up

against the fire of those gunboats."

A large number of persons were captured in the fort—I don't know how
many, and at sundown the army were hurrying in the cavalry and artillery.

I herewith enclose the report of the commanding officers, and a list of killed

and wounded, and will take another occasion to mention to the department the

names of those officers who .have distinguished themselves particularly, though

it is hard to discriminate when all did their duty so well.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary, ofthe Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen, commanding United States

steamer Louisville.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
U. S. S. Louisville, off Arkansas Post, Ark., January 11, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the report of the killed and wounded on

board this vessel, of the damages sustained from the enemy's guns, and the

amount of ammunition expended during the engagements of yesterday and to-

day with the enemy's batteries at Arkansas Post.

The damages sustained in the hull, as shown by the carpenter's report, though
serious, have not in the least unfitted her for duty. I can only add that every

officer and man did his duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. OWEN,
Lieutenant Commander, U. S. N.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon W. D. Hoffman of casualties on the

Louisville.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas River, Ark., January 11, 1863.

Sir : The following is a list of the killed and wounded on board United
States gunboat Louisville

:

Frederick H. Gilhardy, seaman, wounded in head, mortally ; Adam Brad-

shaw, seaman, wounded in thorax, mortally; James Mulherrin, seaman, wounded
in thighs, severely; Jim Sullivan, seaman, contusion of thorax and abdomen;
Thomas Spencer, seaman, wounded in elbow, slightly; Thomas Jackson, sea-

man, wounded in leg, slightly; Albert Mowry, seaman, wounded in knee,

slightly; James Blaisdale, seaman, wounded in hand, slightly; George Holmes,
seaman, contusion of shoulder, slightly ; J. T. Blatchford, ensign, wound in leg,

severely; Walter Williams, seaman, killed.

WM. D. HOFFMAN,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississipp>i Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. IF". Shirk, commanding United Slates

steamer Lexington.'o

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, U. S. Gunboat LexincxTon,

Off Post of Arkansas, Ark., January 11, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that there were expended on board this ship,

during the attack upon this fort, by the forces under your command, on the
night of the 10th instant, fourteen (14) Parrott shells, and two (2) 8-inch shells;
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and during the final and victorious assault of to-day, forty-nine (49) 8-inch shells,

and forty (40) Parrott shells.

I am happy to report no casualties. The wood-work of the ship and two of

our boats are somewhat damaged.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

JAMES W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David 'D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Co?n?nander John G. Walker, Commanding the United

States steamer Baron De Ka'b.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, U. S. Gunboat Baron De Kalb,
Arkansas Post, January 12, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in the attack on this place, on the even-

ing of the 10th, this vessel was struck several times, but met witli no serious

injury to vessel or crew.

In the attack on the 11th, one of the 10-inch guns was struck in the muzzle,

and both gun and carriage destroyed; one 32-pounder carriage struck and
•destroyed ; one of the iron plates on forward casemate badly broken by shot

;

the wood-work about two of the ports badly torn by shot, and one lower deck

beam cut off by a plunging shot through the deck. The other injuries, although

•considerable, can be repaired on board in a few days. I lost two men killed

and fifteen wounded ; two probably mortally, and several seriously.

Before going into action, I covered the bow sides and pilot-house with slush,

which, I think, Avas of much assistance in turning the shot, as the vessel was
repeatedly struck by 8 and 9-inch shot, at very short range, and the iron was
in no case penetrated. The loss was from shot and shell entering the ports.

My officers and men behaved with the greatest gallantry and coolness, and
the practice with the guns was excellent. I expended forty-two 10-inch shells,

nine 10-inch shrapnell, seventy 7-inch shells, and thirty- seven 32 Parrott shells.

Enclosed I send the surgeon's report of killed and wounded. •

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon John Wise of casualties on the Baron De
Kalb.

The surgeon's report of killed and wounded on board the United States gun-

boat Baron De Kalb in the attack on Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863, is as

follows

:

Killed.—John Ryan, landsman, and Theo. Bender, third-class boy.

Wounded.—Peter Colton, cockswain, penetrating wound in throat, also wounded
in thigh and wrist, (probably fatal;) Alfred H. Boyle, yeomar, contusion of

shoulder and back, (not dangerous;) Seamen George Smith, fracture of skull,

(probably fatal;) Joseph Eader, compound fracture of leg below knee, (may
lose the leg;) John Farren, compound fracture of skull and extensive laceration
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of scalp ; William Smith, penetrating wound through left shoulder blade; M.
C. Donohs, severe injury of foot and ankle joints by penetration of shell, (very

serious cases;) William Smiley, laceration of scalp and face; Joseph H. Mallow,
laceration of scalp and face ; Oscar Jordon, small piece of shell in poplical space

of thigh; Antonio DeUoroa, contusion of left arm from splint; George Fales,

penetrating wound of left leg from pieces of shell; William Kelly, contusion

of back ; Pierre Leon, splinters in face ; John Glenn, contused wound in side,

(none of which are dangerous.)

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN WISE,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

John G. Walker,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Report of Lieutenant Commanding George M. Bache, commanding United

States steamer Cincinnati.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
U. S. Gunboat Cincinnati, off Arkansas Post, July 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report having sustained no serious damage in the

attack on the 10th. One shell struck us at the water-line forward, and a second

went through the upper works.

We were equally fortunate during the attack of yesterday, although struck

nine times on the bow casemate, pilot-house, and upper works.

This vessel fired the first gun at 1.30 p. m., and in half or three-quarters of

an hour the right casemate gun of the fort (the one assigned us) was silenced,

when our fire was directed on the left casemate and barbette guns, and after-

wards in shelling the interior of the fort. We engaged the fort at three hun-
dred yards.

I have to mention Acting Ensign A. F. O'Neil, Acting Master's Mate Henry
Broby, and Acting Gunner John F. Riblett, the officers commanding the bow
guns, for coolness and skill in directing their fire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE M. BACHE,
Lieutenant Co?nmanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

List of officers captured at Arkansas Post.

No. 47.] United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas River, January 12, 1863.

Sir : I enclose a list of officers belonging to the staff of Colonel Dunning-
ton, late of the navy and commander of the post, who delivered their swords
and surrendered to the navy. I have sent them to Captain Pennock, at Cairo,

to be provided for, &c.
I advise that these officers be exchanged at Richmond ; they will then not

return to this river.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, JD. C.
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List of officers belonging to the Confederate States navy captured at Arkansas
Post January 12, 1863.

John W. Dunnington, colonel commanding third brigade, and first lieutenant

Confederate States navy, commanding naval forces; Joseph Preble, acting

master Confederate States navy ; Frank Hanger, acting master Confederate

States navy ; P. M. Roby, first lieutenant and brigade ordnance officer and
midshipman Confederate States navy; N. M. Head, assistant surgeon Confeder-

ate States navy; W. S. Campbell, major and quartermaster third brigade and
captain's clerk Confederate States navy; Plowel! Quigley, second assistant en-

gineer Confederate States navy ; Samuel Suttioan, third assistant engineer Con-
federate States navy; Joseph Nutter, master's mate Confederate States navy;
W. A. Lang, captain's steward Confederate States navy; George Elliott, boat-

swain's mate; John McDonald, boatswain mate; W. C. Fisher, master-at-arms;

Charles Lettig, quartermaster; John B. Hassett, quartermaster; Michael Kem-
mett, quartermaster, John Shephard, quartermaster; P. J. Fitzpatrick, purser's

steward; James Hussey, surgeon's steward; Richard Scott, gunner's mate;
Charles Loewenberg, ship's cook; T. J. Jackson, wardroom cook; Charles

Crowly, seaman; Charles Williams, seaman; Patrick Kelly, ordinary seaman;
Pliney Cox, ordinary seaman; John Lee, ordinary seaman; Henry Peters,

landsman; Edward Walsh, first-class fireman; George Dehman, first-class fire-

man; John Fuller, coalheaver; Aleck Martin, first-class boy; John Brown,
first-class boy; Christopher Kain, second-class boy ; Michael Knackley, second-

class boy; Samuel H. Bink, captain, acting general; A. M. Williams, captain of

engineers.

Report of Acting Hear-Admiral Porter, commendatory of the officers engaged
in the action.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas Post, January 13, 1863.

Sir: The general report of an action embraces all those engaged in it; and
although on this occasion the conduct of all the officers met my approbation, I

must give a little more credit to some than to others. Lieutenant Commander
John G. Walker is a man of more than ordinary intelligence, with cool, calm
judgment in time of action, and one on whom the government can rely to per-

form any duty. He managed and fought his vessel most beautifully, and I

never had to correct a movement of his during the action. I look upon him as

one of the most reliable officers in the service. The rebels admit that they
never saw such firing in their lives as came from the 10-inch guns of the Baron
De Kalb, and I know of no instance on record where every gun in a fort was
dismounted or destroyed. Lieutenant Commander Watson Smith is well known
to the department, and I believe they appreciate his gallantry as an officer. He
performed on this occasion a daring act, passing a strong fort under a heavy
fire of cannon and musketry ; for the enemy, having no one at the time to contend

with in the rear, directed the fire of six thousand muskets on our vessels.

Lieutenant Commanding George M. Bache is a very young officer, but dis-

played the coolness of a veteran. His vessel was not hurt, nor did he lose a

man, because he silenced so soon the guns which I directed him to fire on.

Lieutenant Commander Elias K. Owen, of the Louisville, managed his vessel

handsomely, and did his work as well as the others. He labored under the

disadvantage of having two shell burst in his ports, killing and wounding
eleven men, which for a moment only stopped his fire.





VIEW OF FORT HINDMAN, ARKAIS&AS POST.





Casemate No. 1, destroyed by the U. S. Gunboat "Baron DeKalb."

Appearance of Casemates before the attack.

(Covered with railroad iron.)

Casemate No. 2, destroyed by the U. S. Gunboat '-Louisville."
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Lieutenant Oommander James W. Shirk brought up the Lexington in good
time, and opened his broadside on the fort. One of his first guns destroyed a

rifled piece which was boring him pretty effectually.

Lieutenant Sclim E. Woodworth, in the Glide, passed through with Lieu-

tenant Commander Watson Smith, and helped to cut off the retreat of the

rebels, thirty or forty only of whom escaped by a ferry, ten miles up the river.

The ferry was destroyed by the two officers above mentioned, and the rebel

army all fell into our hands.

Lieutenant Commander K. Randolph Breese, of the Black Hawk, brought
up his ship sufficiently close into action to do much execution with his rifled

30-pounders, and headed the men in the two attempts we made to board the

fort, which was only prevented by the parting of the wheel-ropes.

I have endeavored to do full justice to all the above-mentioned officers, and
have not said a word too much in their praise.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coirtdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Sketches of Fort Hindman and of the casemates destroyed.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
January 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a chart and sketches of Fort Hindman,
Post of Arkansas, showing the * * * destructive fire of the iron-clads

Louisville, Baron De Kalb, and Cincinnati.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL PORTER REPORTS THE EVACUATION OF ST. CHARLES,

ON THE WHITE RIVER.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Arkansas River, January 16, 1863.

Sir : On the morning of the 12th instant, after taking Fort Hindman, I sent

the gunboats Baron De Kalb and Cincinnati, under the command of Lieutenant

Commander John G. Walker, to St. Charles, on the White river, to capture the

fort and guns there, General Gorman moving up at the same time with transports

and troops. They reached St. Charles on the 14th, and found the rebels had
evacuated, leaving their defences unfinished. The enemy succeeded in carrying

off two 8-inch guns in the Blue Wing, an army transport the guerillas captured

a short time since.

I have sent two light-draught steamers to Lieutenant Commander Walker,
with instructions to pursue the Blue Wing as long as he can hear of her, and
get the guns if it is possible. This escape would not have taken place had an
attack been made on both places at the same time, which should have been done.
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About such matters, however, I have no control at present, but hope to have
hereafter.

I presume we will now move down the Mississippi to carry out what I con-

ceive to have been the plans for which this army was organized, viz : the capture

of Vicksburg.

It is rather a waste of time stopping here after the defences are destroyed.

We cannot go any higher (until April) up this river, nor can anything of any
draught get down. The Pontchartrain, a rebel ram, is up at Little Rock, but

preparations have been made to destroy her. I presume by this time she has
shared the fate of other rebel rams. She draws eleven feet, and cannot pos-

sibly get down; besides she has no guns, her battery having been destroyed at

Fort Hindman.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n

,dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Cominander John G. Walker.

United States Steamer Baron De Kalb,
St. Charles, Arkansas, January 14, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order of the 12th,

I left Arkansas Post on that day, with the Cincinnati and this vessel, and met
General Gorman with his command the next morning at Prairie Landing, on
White river. Having a transport to tow each of the gunboats, I reached this

point at 11 a. m. to day, and found it evacuated. From information received

here, it appears that the small body of troops stationed here left on the evening

of the 12th on board the Blue Wing, taking two 8-inch guns and a field battery

with them, and went up the river.

They left one casemate unfinished and an extensive range of rifle-pits.

General Gorman has asked that one of the vessels shall go up the river with

a part of his force, and the other remain at this place.

I have ordered the Cincinnati to remain here, and shall go up the river myself

this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

BURNING OF THE STEAMERS JACOB MUSSBRAIN AND GRAMPUS. -RETALIATORY
MEASURES.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Jannary 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a communication from Lieutenant Com-
mander Joshua Bishop in relation to investigations made about the burning

of the steamer Jacob Mussbrain and Grampus above Memphis.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander Joshua Bishop, commanding United States

stea?ner General Bragg.

United States Steamer General Bragg,
Memphis, January 13, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully report that I went on board the light-draught gunboat Linden,

on the afternoon of the 12th, to visit the place where the Jacob Mussbrain and
Grampus were burned. The Linden had on board the part of the 89th regiment

of Indiana volunteers under the command of Major Cabborly. Proceeded up
the river, passing by way of Mound City, (where the steamer Grampus was
burned;) anchored near Bradley's Landing (where the Jacob Mussbrain was
burned.) About 10 p. m. a steamer passed down, and when a short distance

below us a signal light was shown on the bank; the steamer blew her whistle and
made a landing. Perceiving that she was landing, I hailed her with the steam-

whistle, which she did not notice. Got under way, and the vessel which had
left the bank, sounded the whistle and fired a gun. After chasing the vessel

some distance brought her to and boarded her—the steamer Chippeway Valley;

finding nothing wrong, permitted her to proceed on down the river.

Steamed back to Bradley's Landing and anchored. At 7 a. m. got under way
and landed at Bradley's Landing to communicate. Ascertained that there was
quite a force of guerillas in the neighborhood; that they intended destroying

steamers; that their rendezvous was at Mound City, Marion, and Hopefield
;

that a man named Cheek was instrumental in burning the steamers. At 9 a.

m. left Bradley's Landing and proceeded to Mound City—firing shells at

intervals into the woods, as it was supposed there were guerillas thereabouts.

At 10 a. m. landed at Mound City and disembarked the troops; the infantry

made prisoners of several citizens who had been harboring guerillas; set fire to

and burned several unoccupied houses belonging to Mr. Cheek and others, as

there was evidence that they had been lately occupied.

The infantry proceeded by land to Hopefield, searching houses for arms. At
2 p. m. landed at Hopefield and embarked the troops. Steamed down to Fort
Pickering and disembarked the troops.

The pickets exchanged shots with some mounted men, and a number of shot-

guns, rifles, and revolvers, &c, were captured.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSHUA BISHOP,
Lieutenant Commander.

Lieut. Com'dr Thomas 0. Selfridge, TJ. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Conestoga, Senior Officer, Memphis, Tennessee.

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL PORTER'S REPORT OF EXPEDITION UP THE WHITE
RIVER.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
January 20, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the naval expedition up White
river, under the command of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker, was suc-

cessful in accomplishing the duty on which it was sent. Lieutenant Commander
Walker pushed on to Duvall's Bluff in the Baron De Kalb, and reached there
just as the two 8-inch guns were being placed on the cars for Little Rock. He
landed his men and took possession of all rebel property; the rebels fled. The
capture of these guns makes it very difficult for the rebels to defend the ap-



418 REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

proaclics to Little Rock, and the State of Arkansas is completely in our power.
When all the light-draught gunboats join me I will see that the river is kept
under surveillance. ####*#*

I sent Lieutenant Commander Walker three swift, light-draught vessels as

soon as I could, and with these and the Baron De Kalb he is pursuing the

Blue Wing, and any other steamers that are there.

The Cincinnati remains at St. Charles to guard the river thereabouts. The
Baron De Kalb has already ascended the White river over three hundred and
fifty miles.

I enclose a copy of Lieutenant Commander Walker's report.

I beg leave to state that all the property that was on board the Blue Wing
when she fell into the enemy's hands is in our possession, excepting the mails.

It only remains to take her, .^or have them destroy her. I enclose a list of

prisoners captured and paroled.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

Lieutenant Commander Walker's report.

United States Gunboat Baron De Kalb,
DuvalVs Bluff, White River, January 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place. Leaving the trans-

ports at Arkapola, four miles below, I cleared for action and steamed up, ar-

riving at about 3 p. m. Meeting with no resistance, I made fast to the bank,

and landing a party took possession of all the public property.

I found two fine 8-inch guns and carriages, about two hundred stand of arms,

with accoutrements, and three platform cars.

The guns were upon skids, and were being parbuckled upon the cars, when
the rebels took the alarm and fled. The supper for the soldiers was cooking

when I arrived, and they left blankets and traps of all kinds behind. I took

seven prisoners, and from them and the negroes learned that the troops engaged
in loading the cars ran about fifteen minutes before I arrived, and at the same
time the steamer Blue Wing went up the river. The guns and carriages are

in good order, and many of the small arms are new Enfield rifles.

Upon the arrival of General Gorman's troops I drew off my men, and turned

over to the army.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com'dg United States Mississippi Squadron.

RESULTS OF THE WHITE RIVER EXPEDITION.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
January 26, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a report from Lieutenant Commander John
G. Walker, in relation to the winding up of the White river expedition, which

was as successful as could be desired, with the exception of the recapture of the
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Blue Wing. The troops will not move without a gunboat, and Lieutenant Com-
mander Walker had to return with them, much to his and my disappointment.

Every gun of any importanance has now been captured or destroyed in Arkan-

sas. Thirteen (13) fort guns, taken by the navy in the defences or in transit,

and eighteen (18) field-pieces by the army, which cut the guns off at Fort Hind-

man, in all thirty-one (31) guns, and a large amount of stores and ammunition.

All our vessels were much broken in ascending and descending the narrow

rivers, (Arkansas and White,) but all hands are at work repairing damages, and
are now ready to go at anything when all the army arrives here, and pronounce

themselves ready for action.

Lieutenant Commander Walker performed the duty I sent him on much to

my satisfaction, and deserves all the credit for the capture of guns, other rebel

property, and prisoners.

The army is still landing. I cannot see, though, what can possibly be done

by the entire army landing on the neck of land opposite Vicksburg. They have
no siege guns, except four, with which I supplied them ; and a sudden rise of

water, overflowing the levee, will drown them all out, and destroy much gov-

ernment property.

The naval vessels, however, are busily employed, doing all they can to cover

the troops, convoy them up and down the river, and guard those points from
which guerillas fire on the boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Gunboat Baron De Kalb,
Mississippi River, January 22, 1863.

Sir : On the 18th I received your letter, directing me, ifGeneral Gorman would
furnish a detachment of troops, to push up White river, and endeavor to capture
or destroy the Blue Wing and other steamers. General Gorman gave me the
troops, and I was about starting, when orders from Generals Curtis and Grant
obliged him to withdraw his troops from the river, and prevented the expedition.

I therefore followed the transports down the river. Before leaving DuvalPs
Bluff the depot building and cars were set on fire by the troops. The wood of
which the depot was built was green cypress, and covered with snow. Seeing
that but little damage was likely to be done by the fire, I sent an officer and
boat's crew, who cut away the upright timbers, and bending a line to the build-
ing, pulled it down and burned it. At the same time the chief engineer, with a
party of men with sledges, broke the car wheels and journals to pieces, utterly
ruining them. The cars were also burned.

On my way down I remained at Clarendon until the cavalry force there started
for Helena. At St. Charles I assisted an officer of General Hovey's staff to blow
up the magazine, using the powder I captured at Des Arc. The iron gun slides

I threw upon the burning timber of the casemates. I believe everything of use
to the enemy at St. Charles that could be destroyed was destroyed by the army
or ourselves.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.



420 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
January 28, 1863.

Sir : I mentioned in one of my reports to you that the army had raptured

eighteen field-pieces at Arkansas Post on the field. Only seventeen guns were
captured in all, six besides the guns in the fort, captured by the navy. I was
misinformed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION UP THE CUMBERLAND RIVER.

Office of Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, 111., January 31, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Lieutenant Com-
mander S. L. Phelps, whom I sent up the Cumberland river, in the United States

gunboat Lexington, on special duty, to examine the condition of that river, and
report its requirements to me.

The Lexington will be sent up the river again to-night, and will be placed

under the command of Lieutenant Commander Le Roy Fitch temporarily. T^hat

vessel had been ordered by Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter to return to the

fleet in the Lower Mississippi as soon as she had conveyed the prisoners cap-

tured at the Post of Arkansas to this place, and had received some necessary

repairs here ; but deeming that the emergency of the case would excuse my ac-

tion, and that the telegrams from the department and General Rosecrans would
warrant it, and knowing that much time must elapse before I could communi-
cate with the acting rear-admiral, and receive an answer, I sent her, together

with the Silver Lake, up the Cumberland.
I shall endeavor, in every way in my power, to co-operate with the army, and

I trust that I shall be able to carry out the directions of the department and
acting rear-admiral in regard thereto in every respect.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PENNOCK,
Fleet Captain and Coinmandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Comander Phelps.

Office of Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, 111, January 30, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order, I proceeded up the Cumberland river with

the gunboat Lexington to Nashville, Tennessee, and returned to this place last
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night. Meeting with a transport that had been fired upon by artillery, twenty

miles above Olarksville, I at once went to that point, and landing, burned a

storehouse used by the rebels as a resort and cover. On leaving there to de-

scend to Clarksville, where I had passed a fleet of thirty-one steamers, with

numerous barges in tow, convoyed by three light-draught gunboats, under Lieu-

tenant Commander Fitch, the Lexington was fired upon by the enemy, who had
two Parrott guns, and struck three times, but the rebels were quickly dislodged

and dispersed.

I then returned to Clarksville, and, agreeable to the arrangement already made
by Lieutenant Commander Fitch, left that place at midnight, with the whole
fleet of boats, and reached Nashville the following night without so much as a

musket shot having been fired upon a single vessel of the fleet. Doubtless the

lesson of the previous day had effected this result.

From the best information to be had it appears that the rebels have a num-
ber of guns, with a considerable covering force, extending along Harpeth shoals,

a distance of some eight or ten miles. This force can readily operate upon both

the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. Besides these guns, the enemy also has
several pieces about Savannah, on the Tennessee. No steamer should be per-

mitted to run on either river, above Forts Henry and Donelson, without the

convoy of a gunboat. Lieutenant Commander Fitch has not, at present, an
adequate force to protect government transports upon the two streams, and I

would suggest the propriety of sending him the Lexington. Her heavy guns
have great effect with the rebels, and while they will fire upon vessels immedi-
ately under the howitzers of the light-draught gunboats, they will not show
themselves where the heavier gunboats are. I have no doubt, with the aid of

the Lexington, Captain Fitch will be able effectually to protect all the govern-

ment vessels in those rivers.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. PHELPS,
Lieutenant Co?nmander.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. N.,

Fleet-Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, 111.

Telegram from Lieutenant Commander he Roy Fitch.

[By telegraph from Smithland, Kentucky, 1863.]

United States Military Telegraph,
Cairo, January 31, 1863.

The Robb joined me yesterday at this place. Nothing very serious up Ten-
nessee river. Have sent the Robb and St. Clair to Paducah to bring up our

coal barge.

The small-pox is in that place. Have another large convoy to take to Nash-
ville, and one to bring down. No danger of either river being blockaded by the

rebels.

LE ROY FITCH,
Lieutenant Commander,

Fleet-Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commandant of Naval Station.

28 N
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PASSAGE OF THE VICESBURG BATTERIES BY THE QUEEN OF THE WEST.—
PROCEEDINGS BELOW VICKSBURG.

Yazoo River, February 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 1st February I gave the follow-

ing order to Colonel Charles R. Ellet, of the ram fleet.

This order was carried out, excepting the destruction of the vessel, and we are

now enabled to prevent supplies reaching the enemy at Vicksburg and Port
Hudson by the Mississippi river.

The Queen of the West passed the batteries in broad daylight, instead of in

the dark, as I intended, and received twelve shot and shell ; but as I had ordered

her covered with two thicknesses of cotton bales no damage was done to the

hull, though she was exposed to the fire of all the batteries for fifty (50) minutes.

Some of the heaviest shot struck her. My orders were handsomely and gallantly

carried out, and if the Vicksburg was not sunk, it was because of her wide
guards and great strength. I have ordered the Queen of the West to proceed

down as low as Red river, to capture and destroy all the rebel property she may
meet with. The first favorable opportunity I will re-enforce her, and if we can-

not take Vicksburg, the enemy will have to evacuate its other points on the

river for want of supplies and transportation.

I send Colonel Charles R. Ellet's report. I cannot speak too highly of this

gallant and daring officer. The only trouble I have is to hold him in and keep

him out of danger ; he will undertake anything I wish him to without asking

questions, and these are the kind of men I like to command. The enemy fired

over fifty (50) heavy guns and many field-pieces.

The calibre of shot that struck the Queen of the West was 100-pounder rifle,

64-pounder solid and shell, 50-pounder shell, 30-pounder shell, and 32-pounder

smooth-bore. The Vicksburg is in a sinking condition, and has her steam-pump
going all the time.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID 13. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Conidg Mississippi Squadron.

Orders to Colonel Ellet.

Yazoo River, February 1, 18G3.

Sir : You will proceed with the Queen of the West to Vicksburg, and destroy

the steamer Vicksburg, lying off that place ; after which, you will proceed down
the river as far as our batteries, below the canal, and report to me. In going

down you will go along under low speed, having steerage-way enough, and
keeping close to the right-hand shore going down. Before you start, it would
be better to have a large bed of coal in, so that you will not have to put in fresh

coal. The smoke might betray you. After you have destroyed the steamer,

go down stream, and when clear of the city, show three vertical lights, that our

batteries may not fire on you. If you get disabled, drift down until abreast of

our batteries, and the small army steamer will go to your assistance. Have
every light in your ship put out before you leave for Vicksburg, except the

three lights to be shown to our batteries, which must be kept covered up. See

that no lights show from the stern, as you pass the town, enabling them to rake

you ; and adopt every means of concealment. The best place to strike the

steamer is twenty feet forward of her wheel. After disabling her there, so that
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she will sink, fire through, her boilers and in among her machinery as she goes

down.
It will not be part of jour duty to save the lives of those on board. They

must look out for themselves, and may think themselves lucky if they do not

meet the same fate meted out to the Harriet Lane. Think of the fate of that

vessel while performing your duty, and shout Harriet Lane into the ears of the

rebels. If you can fire turpentine balls from your bow field-pieces into the light

upper works, it will make a fine finish to the sinking part.

Further orders for duty to be performed below will be given after your report.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Colonel Ohas. R. Ellet,
Ram Queen of the West.

Reportfrom Colonel Ellet.

United States Steam Ram Queen of the West,
Below Vicksburg, February 2, 1863.

Admiral : In compliance with your instructions, I started on the Queen of

the West, at half-past four o'clock this morning, to pass the batteries at Viekfl-

burg and sink the rebel steamer lying before that city.

I discovered immediately on starting that the change of the wheel from its

former position to the narrow space behind the Queen's bulwark did not permit
the boat to be handled with sufficient accuracy. An hour or more was spent in

re-arranging the apparatus, and when we finally rounded the point the sun had
risen, and any advantage which would have resulted from the darkness was
lost to us.

The rebels opened a heavy fire upon us as we neared the city, but we were
only struck three times before reaching the steamer. She was lying in nearly
the same position that the Arkansas occupied when General Ellet ran the Queen
into her on a former occasion. The same causes which prevented the destruction

of the Arkansas then, saved the City of Vicksburg this morning. Her position

was such that if we had run obliquely into her as we came down, the bow of
the Queen would inevitably have glanced. We were compelled to partially

round to in order to strike. The consequence was, that at the very moment of
collision, the current, very strong and rapid at this point, caught the stern of
my boat, and, acting on her bow as a pivot, swung her round so rapidly that

nearly all her momentum was lost. I had anticipated this result, and therefore

caused the starboard bow gun to be shotted with three of the incendiary pro-

jectiles recommended in your orders. As we swung round, Sergeant J. H.
Campbell, detailed for the purpose, fired this gun. A sixty-four pound shell

crashed through the barricade just before he reached the spot, but he did not
hesitate. The discharge took place at exactly the right moment, and set the
rebel steamer in flames, which they subsequently succeeded in extinguishing.

At this moment one of the enemy's shells set the cotton near the starboard

wheel on fire, while the discharge of our own gun ignited that portion which
was on the bow. The flames spread rapidly, and the dense smoke rolling into

the engine room suffocated the engineers. I saw that if I attempted to run into

the City of Vicksburg again, my boat would certainly be burnt. I ordered
her to be headed down stream, and turned every man to extinguishing the flames.

After much exertion we finally put the fire out by cutting the binning bales

loose. The enemy of course were not idle. We were struck twelve times, but
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though the cabin was knocked to pieces, no material injury to the boat or to any
of those on her was inflicted.

About two regiments of rebel sharpshooters, in rifle pits, kept up a continual

fire, but did no damage. The Queen was struck twice in the hull, but above

the water-line. One of our guns was dismounted and ruined.

I can only speak in the highest terms of the conduct of every man on board.

All behaved with cool, determined courage.

I remain, very respectfully,

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET,
Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet.

David D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 2, 1863.

The following is a list of the officers on board the ram Queen of the West
while running the batteries at Vicksburg to-day :

Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet, Captain E. W. Sutherland, First Lieutenant

J. E. Tuttle, Master Sims Edison, Master J. C. Duncan, Engineer Reuben
Townsend.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Mouth of the Yazoo, February 5, 1863.

Sir : After the ram Queen of the West had " reported progress " before

Vicksburg, I ordered her down the river to sink and destroy all vessels she met
with. Colonel Ellet returned this morning, passing the fort at Warrenton in

broad daylight, and was hit several times. He destroyed below three large

steamers loaded with pork, sugar, molasses, and army supplies. He captured

five captains and two lieutenants. A number of rebel officers made their escape

by jumping overboard. Colonel Ellet came within two hours of catching

General Dick Taylor with a transport load of troops.

The Queen of the West went ten miles up the Red river, where there are

many fine steamers that are supplying Port Hudson. They will likely not

attempt to go out while the ram is about. She is now out of coal, and had to

return on that account. I am going to supply her, either by drifting a barge

around at night or by sending across the land.

Colonel Ellet learns from the prisoners that General Banks is seven miles

from Port Hudson. They had a severe engagement a few days ago. The rebels

withdrew and went back to the fort, and our troops went back to their camp

;

a " drawn battle," I presume.

The ram took all the vessels by surprise ; the people did not dream of any-

thing of the kind. If we cannot take just now the six miles of river in front of

Vicksburg, we can take anything that steams upon that portion of the Missis-

sippi between Vicksburg and Port Hudson.
Very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Further report of Acting Hear-Admiral Porter, relative to the Queen of the

West.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 8, 1863.

Sir: I am happy to inform you that the steamer Vieksburg was so badly
injured by the ram Queen of the West that she has to be kept afloat with large

coal barges, fastened to her side. Her machinery has been taken out, and she

will likely be destroyed. This is the fifth steamer we have deprived the rebels

of. The Vieksburg was the largest and strongest steamer on this river, and I

think they were preparing to use her against our transports, being very fleet.

Her wheel and guards were all smashed in, and a large hole knocked in her

side ; so deserters report.

Last night I started a coal barge with twenty thousand bushels of coal in,

from the anchorage up river, to " run the batteries at Vieksburg." It had ten

miles to go to reach the Queen of the West, and arrived safely within ten
minutes of the time calculated, not having been seen by the sentinels. This
gives the ram nearly coal enough to last a month, in which time she can commit
great havoc if no accident happens to her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coiu'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary ofthe Navy, Washington, D. C.

Instructions to Colonel Filet.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 8, 1863.

Colonel : When you have taken in your coal you will proceed, at night,

after dark, with the De Soto and the coal barge down the river, showing no
lights. When you get near Red river, wait until daylight, above the mouth

;

from there you will be able to see the smoke of any steamer, over the trees, as

she comes down Red river. When you capture them do not burn them until

you have broken all the machinery ; then let go the anchors, and let them burn

under your own eyes at their anchors. There will be no danger, then, of any
part of them floating down to the enemy.

There is one vessel, the Webb, that you must look out for. If you get the

first crack at her you will sink her, and if she gets the first crack at you she

will sink you. My advice is to put a few cotton bales over your bow about

fifteen (15) feet abaft the stern, and if she strikes you there, there will be no
harm done. It is likely that an attempt will be made to board you ; if there is,

do not open any doors or ports to board in return, but act on the defensive,

giving the enemy steam and shell. Do not forget to wet your cotton before

going into action. Do not lose sight of the De Soto, unless in chase, and under

circumstances where it will be perfectly safe. When your coal is all out of the

barge you can take the De Soto alongside. You can help each other along.

Destroy her at once when there is the least chance of her falling into the hands

of the enemy. She is now, though, a government vessel, and should be brought

back if possible. Destroy all small boats you meet with on the river ; also

wharf-boats and barges. If you have a chance, and have plenty of coal, take
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a look at Port Hudson, and give them a few rifle snots, but do not pass by.

Communicate with the squadron below by signal if possible. The great object

is to destroy all you can of the enemy's stores and provisions, and get your

vessel back safe. Pass all batteries at night. If the canal is opened I will

keep you supplied with coal. Keep your pilot-house well supplied with hand

grenades, &c, in case the enemy should get on your upper decks. Do not

show your colors along the river, unless necessary in action.

Very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coin'dg Mississippi Squadron,

Colonel Charles R. Ellet,
Commanding Mississippi Ram Fleet.

Reports of Colonel Ellet of his proceedings.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
February 6, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith Colonel Ellet's report of his

proceedings down the river.

I hope to be able to get him off again, as soon as I can get coal around to

him.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear Admiral, Coin'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Miss. River Ram Fleet, U. S. Steam Ram Queen of the West,
Below Vicksburg, February 5, 1863.

Admiral: I have the honor to report to you that I left the landing, below
the cut-oif, about one o'clock p. m. on the 2d instant, and proceeded down
the river. At Warrenton, a few miles below, the enemy had two batteries of

four pieces each, of which four are twenty-pounder rifled guns. They opened
upon us as we passed, but only struck us twice, doing no injury.

On reaching the Big Black river I attempted to ascend it, but found it im-

possible from the narrowness of the stream.

Passing it, we reached Natchez just at midnight. I landed at Vidalia, on
the opposite shore, threw out some pickets, and went into the village in the

hope of picking up some rebel officers. There can be no telegraphic line be-

tween Vicksburg and this point, for not a word of our coining had reached

the place, and the people scarcely knew who we were. One rebel, Colonel

York, was halted, but made so rapid a retreat that he escaped the shots fired

after him.

Leaving this point, I kept on down the river. We passed Ellis's cliffs at

three o'clock a. m. There are no fortifications at that or at any other point

between Warrenton and Port Hudson.
We had got about fifteen miles below the mouth of Red river, when we met

a side-wheel steamer coming up. Her pilot blew the whistle for the Queen to

take the starboard side, supposing her to be a southern boat. Receiving no
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answer, and not liking the Queen's looks, as she bore straight down upon him,

he ran his boat ashore. As we neared her, numerous rebel officers sprang into

the water and made their escape. She proved to be the "A. W. Baker," had

just discharged her cargo at Port Hudson, and was returning for another. We
captured on her five captains, two lieutenants, and a number of civilians, among
them seven or eight ladies.

I had just placed a guard on the boat, when another steamer was seen coming
down the river. A shot across her bows brought her to. She proved to be the

"Moro," laden with one hundred and ten thousand pounds of pork, nearly five

hundred hogs, and a large quantity of salt, destined for the rebel army at Port

Hudson. I placed Captain Asgill Connor in command of the captured boats,

and as the Queen's supply of coal was very limited, I thought it best to return.

A short distance above our landing I destroyed twenty-five thousand pounds
of meal, awaiting transportation to Port Hudson.
On reaching Red river, I stopped at a plantation to put ashore the ladies,

who did not wish to go any further; I also released the civilians. While do-

ing so, another steamboat, the "Berwick Bay," came out of Red river, and was
immediately seized. She was laden with supplies for the rebel forces at Port

Hudson, consisting of two hundred barrels of molasses, ten hogsheads of sugar,

and thirty thousand pounds of flour. She had also on board forty bales of

cotton.

I ascended Red river fifteen miles in the hope of getting some more boats,

but found nothing. Night came on as we again started on our return. I found
at once that the progress of the three prizes was so slow that our short supply
of coal would not permit us to wait for them. I accordingly ordered them to

be set on fire. We had not time to transfer their cargoes.

We met with no interruption on our return, until we reached Warrenton.
Before arriving at this point, I landed and sent my prisoners around by land,

under a strong guard, to avoid exposing them to the enemy's fire.

On passing Warrenton we found that another battery had been erected there,

and the three combined opened a very heavy fire upon us. They struck us

several times, but did no damage worth mentioning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET,
Colonel Commanding Ham Fleet.

David D. Porter,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

U. S. Ram Queen of the West,
Below Vicksbiirg, February 8, 1863.

Admiral: I have the honor to report to you that the coal barge reached me
in good condition at half-past eleven o'clock last night. I secured it without
difficulty, and removed it this morning into the slough, where it is entirely out of
danger from the enemy's shot. I shall coal immediately.

I have mounted one of the thirty-pounder Parrott guns on the De Soto.
I hope to be able to procure cotton enough down the river to thoroughly

protect her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET,
Colonel Commanding Ram Fleet.

David D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g Mississippi Squadron.
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APPROACHES AND DEFENCES OF VICKSBURG.—PROCEEDINGS AND DESIGNS
OF ADMIRAL PORTER.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 7, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward you a chart of the approaches and defences

of Vicksburg, as far as we can detect them; the number of guns has not yet

been ascertained, though we know of over fifty of heavy calibre. This chart

has been made by Messrs. Strauss and Fendall, of the Coast Survey, and is the

best and most accurate one constructed.

The rebels at Vicksburg were very amicable in permitting the two above-

mentioned gentlemen to prosecute their labors unmolested, having fired at them
particularly only once, while they fired on the army surveyors constantly.

On one occasion an officer from the rebel side came over in a boat, and, with-

out landing, inquired what our party were about with that table, (meaning the

plane table.) He was told to come on shore and see, which he declined doing.

Still the rebels did not molest us, though only 750 yards from us.

This enabled the party to get the heights of hills, prominent buildings, shape

of forts, and in fact everything but the guns, which are so completely covered

that it is impossible to make them out.

On the morning when the ram Queen of the West went by the batteries, I

had officers stationed all along to note the places where guns were fired from,

and they were quite surprised to find them firing from spots where there were

no indications whatever of any guns before.

The shots came from banks, gulleys, from railroad depots, from clumps of

bushes, and from hill-tops two hundred feet high. A better system of defence

was never devised.

Vicksburg was by nature the strongest place on the river, but art has made
it impregnable against floating batteries—not that the number of guns is formi-

dable, but the rebels have placed them out of our reach, and can shift them from

place to place, in case we should happen to annoy them (the most we can do)

in their earthworks.

In a report I made to the department while attached to the mortar flotilla, I

remarked "that the navy could silence the water batteries whenever it pleased,

but that the taking of Vicksburg was an army affair altogether," and it would

have to be taken by troops. At that time it mounted twenty guns, all told,

scattered along as they are now, and ten thousand men could have marched

right into it without opposition.

When Admiral Farragut's fleet first went there, Vicksburg had mounted five

guns, and three thousand men might have taken it with ease. Even as late as

six months back, no extra defences were put on at Vicksburg, or on the Yazoo,

and our gunboats went sixty miles up that river (which they should never have

left) without molestation. The long-talked-of expedition for the capture of

Vicksburg, and the various plans that were expressed by our treacherous press,

gave the rebels warning, and before I came into these waters Vicksburg was
inaccessible in front, and unapproachable by the Yazoo, on account of the

strength and position of their batteries.

The people in Vicksburg are the only ones who have, as yet, hit upon the

method of defending themselves against our gunboats, viz : not erecting water

batteries, and placing the guns some distance back from the water, where they

can throw a plunging shot which none of our iron-clads could stand.

I mention these facts to show the department that there is no possible hope

of any success against Vicksburg by a gunboat attack, or without an investment

in the rear of the city by a large army. We can, perhaps, destroy the city and

public buildings, but that brings us no nearer the desired point (the opening of
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the Mississippi) than we are now, and would likely put out the little spark of

Union feeling still existing in Vicksburg.

The attack of the army having failed at the enemy's weakest point, for want
of nerve in the leader of a brigade, the next thing to be done is to attack them
at some unsuspected point. The canal is a failure, and not even practicable, as

yet, for taking through a coal barge, and the army (in daily danger of having

it burst its frail embankments) have wisely retreated to higher ground, leaving

the enemy still in wonder at their eccentric movements. In the mean time,

General Grant and myself have been studying maps, and consulting about what
is the best course to pursue. I sent down the ram as a diversion, to cut off the

enemy's supplies here, and at Port Hudson; the result has met my most
sanguine expectations. Over two hundred thousand dollars' worth of property

was captured and destroyed, amongst it many supplies for the rebel army at

Port Hudson. At present we command the Mississippi, and the first step towards

the evacuation of the stronghold has been adopted. After that, General Grant
proposes to cut a canal into Lake Providence. This lake communicates with

the Tensas river, a deep stream, and the Tensas runs into the Washita, which
empties into the lied river, near the mouth of the latter. The canal is not yet

finished, and what the result will be no one can foresee. Some think that the

great rush of the Mississippi will clear away everything before it, and the Tensas
river become a fine navigable stream for the largest steamers : it is now capable

of passing medium-size steamers ; at all events, it will give us the command of

Red river, and cut off all supplies from that quarter; the result no one can
calculate.

While General Grant was cutting his canal at Lake Providence, I proposed
cutting away the levee, at a place called Delta, near Helena, into Old Yazoo
Pass; and General Grant sending a detachment of diggers, I sent the Forest

Rose up to enter the channel, when it should be cut out ; this used to be the main
way to Yazoo city, and the rivers Tallahatchie and Yallabusha, before the

southern railroad was built, and it was closed up to reclaim some millions of

acres of land that laid useless. It leads into the Tallahatchie river, and through
it we command the heart of the Mississippi, and all the resources of the enemy
around Vicksburg.

The levee was cut, and the water rushed in with such force, sweeping every-
thing before it, that it at once cut a channel eighty yards wide, and at last

accounts the water was sweeping everything before it. It will take some days
for the water to reach its level, having a fall of nine feet; and in the mean time
I have fitted out a force of five light-draughts, and the iron-clad Ohillicothe, to go
through and take the enemy by surprise. The commander of the expedition,

Lieutenant Commader Watson Smith, has instructions to destroy all the means
of transportation the enemy has, destroy all gunboats and rams, and break up
the bridges over the Tallahatchie and Yallabusha.

If this expedition is successful in getting through, General Grant will follow
with his army, and Vicksburg attacked in the rear, in a manner not likely

dreamed of; the troops at Vicksburg will be obliged to evacuate, as they have
heretofore done other strongholds; that accomplished, Port Hudson must fall,

and if I have the gunboats I could keep the river open.
By looking over the map of Mississippi, you will perceive the importance of

this move, if successful ; if it is not, it will overflow a large tract of country from
which the rebels draw their supplies.

I am trying to get coal to Colonel Ellet, that he may continue his attacks on
the enemy below, and in the Red river, before they can wake up from their

astonishment at his first appearance.

I have endeavored to give you, sir, a fair account of the situation here, that
you may not expect too much from the present fleet. What it is possible to do,
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will be done. My main object is to meet with no defeats, and I shall undertake
nothing where there is no chance of success.

A defeat of the navy on tins river would be considered a calamity, but the
world will not blame us for waiting until we are perfectly prepared.

So many of my men's time is out, and the vessels being less than half manned,
I applied to General Grant for a regiment of soldiers, which he has promised
me, to be detailed for detached service. This makes us comfortable again.

I hope it meets with the approval of the department. It will take a couple
of weeks to break them in.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

ATTACK ON THE REBELS AT DOVER, TENNESSEE.

No. 14.] Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, Illinois, February 9, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report of Lieutenant

Commander Le Roy Fitch, United States navy, giving his account of his attack

on the rebels who had surrounded and were attacking the post at Dover, Ten-
nessee. I had been iuformed that the enemy were attacking that post, but I

felt no uneasiness in regard to the result, for I was sure that the gunboats were
near Fort Donelson, and that Lieutenant Commander Fitch would hasten with

them to the rescue of those who were so gallantly defending it against a very

superior force.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PENNOOK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report from Lieutenant Commander Lie Roy Fitch.

United States Gunboat Fairplay,

Off Dover, Tennessee, February 4, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that on the 3d instant I left Smithland,

Kentucky, with a fleet of transports and the gunboats Lexington, Fairplay, St.

Clair, Brilliant, Robb, and Silver Lake, as convoy up the Cumberland river.

When about twenty-four miles below Dover I met the steamer Wild Cat with
a message from Colonel Harding, commandant of the post at Dover, informing

me that his pickets had been driven in, and that he was attacked in force. I

immediately left the transports and made signals to the gunboats to follow on
up as fast as possible. A short distance below the town I met another steamer,

bringing the intelligence that the place was entirely surrounded. Pushing on
up with all possible speed, I arrived here about 8 p. m., and found Colonel

Harding's force out of ammunition and entirely surrounded by the rebels in

overwhelming numbers, but still holding them in check.

The enemy not expecting gunboats, had unwisely posted the main body of
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his army in line of battle in the graveyard at the west end of the town, with his

left wing resting in a ravine that led down to the river, giving us a chance to

throw a raking fire along his lines. Simultaneously the gunboats opened fire up
this ravine, into the graveyard, and over into the valley beyond, where the

enemy had horses hitched, and, most probably, kept his reserve. The rebels

were so much taken by surprise that they did not even fire a shot, but immedi-

ately commenced retreating. So well directed was our fire on them, that they

could not even carry off a caisson that they had captured from our forces, but

were compelled to abandon it, after two fruitless attempts to destroy it by fire.

After having dispersed the main body of the enemy, I stationed the Robb and
Silver Lake below the town to throw shell up the ravine and prevent the rebels

from returning to carry off the wounded, while the Lexington, Fairplay, St.

Clair, and Brilliant went above, and shelled the roads leading out to the eastward.

Supposing the retreating forces would follow the river for a short distance, I

sent the Lexington and St. Clair on up to shell the woods, harass and annoy
them as much as possible, while this boat and the Brilliant lay opposite the up-

per ravine and threw shells up the road. About 10 p. m. we ceased firing, with

the exception of now and then a random shell up the roads. At 11 p. m., learn-

ing from Colonel Harding that the enemy had entirely disappeared, we ceased

firing and took position to guard the roads approaching the town.

Although much of our firing was at random, we have the gratification of know-
ing that scarcely a projectile went amiss, and that out of 140 buried to-day, the

gunboats can claim their share. Even when the Lexington and St. Clair went
above, many of their shells fell right in the midst of the retreating rebels, killing

and wounding many.
It is reported that the attacking force numbered some 4,500, with eight pieces

of artillery, under the command of Major General Wheeler, Brigadier Generals

Forrest and Wharton. It is certainly very gratifying to us to know that this

entire force was cut up, routed, and despoiled of its prey by the timely arrival

of the gunboats, and that Colonel Harding and his gallant little band were spared

to wear the honors they have so fairly won.
At first I regretted that I was not here with the gunboats sooner, but, upon

reflection, I do not think I could better have arranged the time, had it been in

my power. Had we been here before Wheeler he would not have made the

attack, but, most probably, would have marched on Fort Henry. Had we ar-

rived during the day he would have seen our strength, and would have retreated

with but little loss. Arriving as we did, after dark, and when he least expected
us, and was so sanguine of success, we caught his forces arranged in the most
favorable position to receive a raking fire from our guns.

The officers and men were very glad to have a shot at these river infesters,

and only regret that they did not remain within reach of our guns a little longer.

As it is, they claim the honor of dispersing them and saving Fort Donelson.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LE ROY FITCH, Lieut. Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,

U. S. N., Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, Illinois.

PASSAGE OF THE YICKSBURG BATTERIES BY THE INDIANOLA.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 14, 1863.

Sir: I ordered the Indianola, Lieutenant Commander George Brown, down
the river, and she ran the batteries last night under a heavy fire, without, I be-

lieve, receiving any damage. She carried with her two coal barges, enough
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to last two months. This gives us entire control of the Mississippi, except at
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and cuts off all the supplies and troops from Texas.
"We have below now two Xl-inch guns, two IX-inch guns, two 30-pounder rifles,

six 12-pounders, and three vessels. They have orders to burn, sink, and de-
stroy,

Nf* I send you a copy of my instructions to Lieutenant Commander Brown, and
have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Strictly confidential.]

Instructions to Lieutenant Commander George Brown.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 12, 1863.

Sir: You will take two coal barges alongside, that have been somewhat
lightened of coal, and stand by to run past the batteries at Vicksburg, and join

the vessels below. The object in sending you is to protect the ram Queen of the

West and the De Soto against the Webb, the enemy's ram ; she will not attack

you both. I do not wish you to go below Red river, but to remain there while

Colonel Ellet reconnoitres Port Hudson, and prevent his being taken by vessels

from Red river. Keep your guns loaded with solid shot, or, if you are at-

tacked by vessels protected with cotton bales, fire shrapnell, which are good
incendiary shell. If you can capture a good steamer, I want you to keep her.

Go to Jeff. Davis's plantation, and his brother Joe's, and load up said steamer

with all the cotton you can find, and the best single male negroes. If you can-

not get cotton enough to protect the steamer you capture, obtain it at Acklen's

landing, and when you have filled the prize up with as much as she will carry

and make good speed, send her up to run the batteries and join me here. To
do this daub over her white paint with mud, so that she cannot be seen in the

dark. Dispose the cotton bags so that everything is well protected, and no
light can possibly show in any part of the boat. You must select dark and
rainy nights for running the blockade, and don't show yourself below Warren-
ton as you come up. After you pass the batteries at Vicksburg show two red

lights on your bow, that our people at the canal may know you. Ifyou receive any
damage from the batteries send me a short report from the other side, and go on with
care until you are the other side (some distance) of Warrenton; lay by th^re

until the moon is up and proceed to Red river. When the Queen of the West
returns, Colonel Ellet and yourself will go up Red river (provided you can get

good pilots) and destroy all you meet with in the shape of enemy's stores. This

part must be left to your discretion ; Ellet and yourself will consult together

what is best to be done ; and whatever you undertake, try and have no failure.

"When you have not means of certain success, undertake nothing ; a failure is

equal to a defeat. Never leave your coal barge unprotected by the De Soto,

and never leave her between you and the enemy. Don't forget that I had your
vessel strengthened to perform the part of a ram—don't hesitate to run anything

down. When you have emptied the coal barges, either destroy them, so that

the enemy cannot possibly use them, or fill them with cotton and bring them
back. Make your calculations to get back here with plenty of coal on board.

Tell Colonel Ellet when he gets to Port Hudson to send a communication in a

barrel, (barrel to be marked "Essex,") and tell the commander, in said com-
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munication, that I direct him to pass Port Hudson in a dark night and join the

vessels above. Have your casemates and sides well covered with tallow and.

slush before you start.

Very respectfully,

DAVID D. POUTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Commander George Brown,
U. S. N., Commanding Indianola, Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander George Brown.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, February 24, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose you a communication from Lieutenant

Commander George Brown. We still hold the mouth of Red river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

United States Steamer Indianola,
Mouth of Red River, February 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your written instructions,

I left the anchorage in the Yazoo river at 10.15 p. m. on the 13th instant, hav-

ing in tow two barges of coal containing about seven thousand bushels each.

The weather was all I could desire. At 11.10 p. m. I was abreast of the

upper batteries, which did not open fire ; the rebel look-outs at those batteries

could not have seen us. The first gun that was fired at us was at 11.22 p. m.,

from a battery abreast the point.

At this time we were running very slowly, but at once started at full speed

;

other guns opened on us in very quick succession, and rockets were sent up at

the upper batteries. At 11.41 p. m. the last gun wras fired. Eighteen guns
were fired at us in the space of nineteen minutes, none of which struck us.

They were generally good line shots, but all passed over us. Every shot came
from abaft the beam. When abreast of the lower end of the canal, I showed
two red lights on the starboard side. At Warrenton two musket shots were
fired at us. At 1 a. m. on the 1 4th instant, we anchored about four miles below
Warrenton. At 5.20 a. m. we got under way and proceeded slowly down the

river. Nothing of importance transpired until the morning of the 16th, being

at anchor about eight (8) miles below Natchez, when a steamboat was heard
approaching from below. I got under way at once and stood across the river,

when the fog lifted, and I made the steamboat Era, No. 5 ; I hailed her and
learned that she was in charge of Colonel Ellet, having on board the few officers

and men who were saved from the Queen of the West. The particulars of her

capture will be reported to you by Colonel Ellet.

I again anchored, and, after consulting with Colonel Ellet, concluded to pro-

ceed on down the river as soon as the Era could be put in running order. At
4.30 p. m. we started down, the Era ahead. At 5.10 a steamer was seen abreast

of Ellis's Cliff, which I at once recognized as being the rebel gunboat Webb.
At the same time the Era's whistle was blown, indicating that she saw danger
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ahead. I cleared for action, and was going ahead at full speed, when the Webb
turned and started down. I fired two 11-inch shot at her, both of which were
good line shots ; one struck within at least fifty yards of her. Both guns had
all the elevation that the ports would admit of. The Webb at this time was
making most excellent speed, and soon disappeared behind the point. As we
rounded the point the fog set in so thick that not even her smoke could be seen.

On account of the dense fog we anchored for the night under Glasscock's island.

Thinking it probable the Webb might get ashore in the fog, and knowing that

if she did we would drift by her without seeing her, I thought it best to

remain at anchor until I could run with safety, and be certain of seeing every-

thing on either side of the bank as we passed. At 1 p. m. on the 17th instant,

the fog lighting up, we got under way and proceeded on down the river as far

as the mouth of Red river, opposite which place we anchored at about 5 p. m.

I sent on shore for Colonel Acklen, who informed me that three boats had ac-

companied the Webb in chase of Colonel Ellet, but that they had all turned

back and gone up Red river. I was informed that Colonel Lovell, who com-
manded the Webb and the expedition, said that he would make a stand at

Norman's landing, where he could have the assistance of the fort at that place.

I was also informed that the Queen of the West has been hauled off and
towed up to Norman's (sometimes called Gordon's) landing ; that she was in-

jured only in her steam and escape pipes, which could easily be repaired. That
the rebels will make use of her to attack us I do not doubt, but I feel prepared

to meet both the Queen and the Webb. A deserter from the Webb reports

that she has no iron on her bow, but that the machinery below the spar deck
is well protected by cotton. On account of her walking-beams, which are not

at all protected, she will not come within close range of our guns.

Two boats are being fitted up with cotton at Port Hudson—for what particu-

lar service I am unable to learn.

My only trouble is to look out for the coal barges, which I can tow up stream

at a slow rate, and I cannot run the risk of losing sight of them, unless in case

of some pressing emergency. I keep the coal-bunkers full at all times, so that

in the event of my losiag the barges we will have plenty of coal to take

us to Yicksburg. Colonel Ellet thinks that it is important that he should go

up the river at once and communicate with you ; I am convinced that I can re-

main alone in this vicinity for some time, but at the same time I consider it

important that there should be at least one other serviceable vessel with me.

If the river rises one foot more, of which there is a strong probability, Port

Hudson will be unapproachable by land ; so you can readily understand the

importance of the stoppage of all river communication.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BROWN,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Yazoo River.

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER GLIDE.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 15, 1863.

Sir : I enclose herewith reports of Captain A. M. Pennock and Acting Lieu-

tenant Selim E. Woodworth, in relation to the burning of the Glide; and also
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enclose general orders, showing that I omitted no precaution against fire previ-

ous to my leaving Cairo.

I have ordered an investigation of the matter.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coirfdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Fleet-Captain Pennock.

Office of the Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, Illinois, February 7, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that at about 5.30 o'clock this morn-
ing the gunboat Glide was reported to be on fire. On my arrival at the place

where she was moored, (between the inspection boat and the General Price, at the

stern of the wharf boat,) I found that she was on fire in the fore hold. Every
exertion was made by her commander, officers, and crew, and those attached to

the Eastport and to this station, to extinguish the fire; but finding that their

efforts were of no avail, and that the fire was gaining, and fearing that it would
be communicated to the Abraham and General Price, I directed that a bow-line

be veered away until her bow was clear of the stern of the Price, and when it

was cast off, a tug canted her and towed her out into the strength of the cur-

rent. After burning some time, she grounded about two miles below, on the

Kentucky shore. 1 think that her guns and machinery will be saved.

It is reported that two contrabands were lost.

The cause of the fire is not known ; but I shall have the whole matter thoroughly
investigated, the result of which will be reported to you.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PENNOCK,
Fleet-Captain and Commander of Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Tvlississijipi Squadron.

P. S.—Captain Woodworth's report will be forwarded to you as soon as pos-

sible. The officers and crew have lost everything they possessed.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant S. E. Woodu-orth.

Cairo, Illinois, February 7, 1SG3.

Sir : I have to report to you the loss of the United States steamer Glide by fire,

late under my command.
Although having assumed charge of the General Price, I still retained my

quarters on board the Glide, she lying alongside.

Mr. Dahlgren had taken charge of her outfits and equipments as executive

officer in command.
About 5.15 this morning I was aroused by the ringing of the fire-bell on the

naval depot wharf boat ; but not seeing any light or smoke when I looked out,

supposed the alarm proceeded from fire in town. I dressed myself with all

haste, and proceeded to the forward part of the boat to call the officers and

29 N



436 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

crew, when I discovered smoke proceeding from the fire-scuttle and forward

hatches, they having been forced open by Mr. Dahlgren, who was already

engaged, with the officers and crew of the Glide, in drawing and passing water,

and making every exertion to extinguish the fire. I at once started with some
contrabands to drown the magazines, but they were not fitted with bilge cocks,

and we could only introduce water in them through the hatches with buckets.

Captain Pennock was on hand with a strong force of officers and laborers,

and made every exertion, with such facilities as were at hand, to extinguish the

fire ; but, from the extreme cold weather, leaving everything frozen, but little was
effected by the use of buckets.

The Glide was moored astern of and to the wharf boat, outside of the boat

Abraham, with the General Price outside of her. Having made every prepara-

tion to drop the Glide clear of the tier by running-lines, &c, a tug was pro-

cured and made fast to the quarter of the steamer. Renewed exertions were
now made to extinguish the fire by cutting through the deck with axes, but the

light and inflammable materials about the boilers were soon in a living flame.

Upon consultation with Captain Pennock it was deemed impossible to save

the Glide; and, at this time, the flames were endangering the inspection boat

and the General Price, and leaving the wharf boat also in danger. Captain

Pennock ordered, cast off and drop out of the tier, but not until the whole

forward part of the vessel was in flames. The tug having her in charge suc-

ceeded in reaching the middle of the river, out of reach of the naval station,

where she was cast off. She drifted ashore at Fort Holt, and burned to the

water's edge.

The magazines did not explode, but the fixed ammunition seemed to be fired

slowly, as shell and shrapnell continued to burst in the air, from time to time,

for an hour after she grounded.

To the efficient aid rendered by Captain Pennock, Captain Sanford, and Cap-
tain Phelps, and the officers and men under their command, may be attributed

the safety of all the public property at the wharf-boat.

Acting Ensign Wright and the engineer of the tug Dahlia are deserving of

much credit in holding on to the Glide until she was so far removed as not to

endanger the lives or property at Cairo by the explosion of her magazines.

They did not leave her until her fasts were burned off, and the small-arms being

discharged in every direction.

The wreck of the Glide is now lying in five feet of water on the Kentucky
shore. Her guns, engines, and boilers can be readily recovered, also all the

iron plates from her sides.

The officers and crew of the Glide have lost all but their clothes in which
they dressed. The crew have been transferred to the Henry Millen, which
vessel will be despatched as soon as ready.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SELIM E. WOODWORTH,
Acting Vol. Lieut. U. S. N., late Com'dg U. S. Steamer Glide.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

CAPTURE OF THE QUEEN OF THE WEST.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, February 22, 1863.

Sir : The best calculations are liable to be upset, and mine have been dis-

arranged by the capture of the Queen of the West up Red river. That vessel

grounded under the guns of a battery, which she foolishly engaged, and re-
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ceived a shot through her boilers and steam drum which drove most of her

people overboard. Many escaped in a prize, the steamer New Era, No. 5, but

most of the deck hands and contrabands fell into the power of the rebels. The
officers and Colonel Ellet were then chased up the Mississippi river by the

Webb and some two or three other vessels, until they met the Indianola, which

vessel saved them and drove the rebels back. This is all I can learn of this

affair.

The colonel arrived here safe with the New Era, No. 5, having ran the bat-

teries all along the river, and had 120 shots fired at him without being hit,

bringing up 170 bales of cotton. It is said that he left the Indianola and Webb
engaged. I hope to get a report from him in a day or two ; he is on the other

side and sick, and the road is almost impassable. * * *

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, February 23, 1S63.

Sir: Colonel Ellet has arrived on this side of the river. He informs me that

his ram was not destroyed, but fell into the hands of the rebels. He could not

destroy her without sacrificing his wounded.
She will not be worth anything for some time to the rebels, and is much used

up ; will not do to ram with any longer, being too weak and shattered. I am
going to try it again with another one. The ram committed great havoc on Red
river—destroyed many stores, also, along the river. She destroyed and cap-

tured altogether over one hundred thousand dollars of confederate property.

He returned with cotton to the value of seventy thousand dollars, and a boat

worth about eighteen thousand.

I enclose herewith Colonel Ellet's report.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report from Colonel Ellet.

United States Steamer Era, No. 5,

Below Vicksburg, Mississippi, February 21, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor to report to you that I left the landing below
Vicksburg, in obedience to your written instructions, on the night of the 10th

instant, taking with me the De Soto and coal barge, and proceeded down the

river. We passed Warrenton without interruption, and reached Red river on
the following evening. I destroyed, as you directed, the skills and flatboats

along either shore.

I ascended Red river on the morning of the 12th as far as the mouth of the

Atchafalaya, leaving the De Soto and coal barge in a secure position. I pro-

ceeded down this stream. Six miles from its mouth I met a train of twelve
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army wagons returning from Simsport. I landed and destroyed them. On
reaching Simsport I found that two rebel steamboats had just left, taking with

them the troops and artillery stationed at this point. They had left on the bank
seventy barrels of government beef, which I broke open and rolled into the

river. I pursued another train of wagons for some distance, but they retreated

into the swamps and escaped. One of their wagons, loaded with ammunition
and stores, fell into our hands and was destroyed.

On her return at night a party of overseers and other civilians fired into the

Queen from behind a levee, and immediately fled under cover of the darkness.

First Master James D. Thompson, a gallant and efficient officer, was shot

through the knee. Anchoring at the mouth of the Atchafalaya, I waited until

morning, and then returned to the spot from which we had been attacked. All

the buildings on three large adjoining plantations were burned by my order.

I started up Red river the same day, and reached Black river by night. On
the morning of the 14th instant, when about fifteen miles above the mouth of

Black river, a steamboat came suddenly around a sharp bend in the river, and
was captured before she could escape. She proved to be the Era, No. 5, laden

with forty-five hundred bushels of corn. She had on board two rebel lieuten-

ants and fourteen privates ; the latter I at once paroled and set ashore.

Hearing of three very large boats lying Avith steam down at Gordon's land-

ing, thirty miles above, I decided on making an effort to capture them, intending

to return if I should find the battery at that point too strong, and ascend the

Washita. I left the Era and coal barge in charge of a guard. We reached

the bend just below Gordon's landing before dark. The dense smoke of

several boats, rapidly firing up, could be seen over the tops of the trees as we
approached. I ordered the pilot to proceed very slowly, and merely show the

bow of the Queen around the point. From the sharp bend which the river

makes at this place, there was no apparent difficulty in withdrawing out of range

of the enemy's guns whenever it might be desired. The rebels opened upon
us with four 32-pounders the moment we came in sight. Their guns were in a

fine position, and at the third shot I ordered Mr. Garocy, the pilot, to back the

Queeu out. Instead of doing so he ran her aground on the right-hand shore.

The position at once became a very hot one. Sixty yards below we would
have been in no danger; as it was, the enemy's shot struck us nearly every

time. The chief engineer had hardly reported to me that the escape-pipe had
been shot away, when an explosion below, and a rush of steam around the boat,

told me that the steam-pipe had been shot in two. Nothing further, of course,

could be done. I gave orders to lower the yawl at the stern of the Queen to

carry off Captain Thompson, who lay wounded in my state-room. Some person

had already taken the yawl, however, and it was gone. The other yawl was on

the De Soto, a short distance below. Fortunately the cotton bales with which

the Qtieen was protected afforded an avenue of escape, and the majority of the

men and officers succeeded in reaching the De Soto. I ordered this boat to be

brought up as far as it was practicable, without being struck, and sent her yawl
to the Queen. Lieutenant Tuthill and Third Master Duncan bravely volun-

teered for this purpose. I remained with the De Soto over an hour, picking up
men on cotton bales. Lieutenant Tuthill barely succeeded in escaping from the

Queen, the rebels boarding her in skiffs as he escaped. Mr. Duncan staid too

long, and was captured. The Queen could easily have been burned, but this

could not be done while Captain Thompson was on board, and it was impossible

to remove him ; all the passages had been blocked up with cotton. The interior

of the boat was intensely dark, full of steam, and strewed with shattered furni-

ture. The display of a light enabled the batteries to strike her with unerring

certainty. To have brought the De Soto alongside would have insured her de-

struction, as the light from the latter's furnaces rendered her a conspicuous

mark.
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A dense fog sprang- up as we started down in the De Soto, and she lost her

rudder by running into the bank. Drifting down fifteen miles, I took possession

of the Era, and scuttled and burnt the De Soto and barge, knowing that the

rebels would lose no time in pursuing. I pushed on down through the fog,

throwing off the corn to lighten her. We reached the Mississippi at dawn,

opposite Ellis's cliffs. Mr. Garocy ran the Era, a boat drawing less than ten

feet of water, hard aground, actually permitting her wheels to make several

evolutions after she had struck. It was with the utmost difficulty that she could

be gotten off. The disloyal sentiments openly expressed by Mr. Garocy a few

hours previous to this occurrence rendered it necessary for me to place him
under arrest, and forced upon me the unwilling conviction that the loss of the

Queen was due to the deliberate treachery of the pilot. It is to be regretted

that the unfortunate illness of Mr. Scott Long, who piloted the Queen past

Vicksburg, rendered it necessary for me to intrust the Queen to the management
of Mr. Garocy.

The next morning, a short distance below Natchez, I met the Indianola.

Captain Brown thought that he might be able to ascend the Red river and de-

stroy the battery at Gordon's landing, and I accompanied him down in the

Era, leading the way. I had not gone three miles when a break in the fog dis-

closed a steamer rapidly moving up stream, about a mile ahead. I at once

rounded to, and caused the whistle to be blown to warn Captain Brown of her

presence.

As soon as the rebel steamer, which was undoubtedly the Webb, perceived

the Indianola, she turned and fled. The latter fired two shots at her, but without

effect. I learned afterwards that three other armed boats had been sent in pur-

suit of the Era, and had been turned back by the Webb on her retreat. They
all went back up Red river. On reaching this stream Captain Brown decided

not to ascend it, and I thought it best to return at once.

Thinking we might be attacked on the way up, I seized a hundred and
seventy bales of cotton, and protected the Era's machinery as far as practicable.

At St. Joseph's I landed and seized the mails, and learned from them that

Colonel Adams was waiting for us at Grand Gulf, with two pieces of artillery.

Thirty-six shots were fired at the Era while passing this point, none of which
took effect. On reaching Island No. 107, a body of riflemen opened a heavy
fire upon the Era from the Mississippi shore. Suspecting it to be a ruse to

drive us to the other side of the river, I decided in keeping to the right of the

island. The furnaces of the Era became so clogged at this point that I found
it necessary to stop and have them cleaned out, causing a delay of twenty min-

utes. The Era had scarcely passed the island, when a battery of three guns
opened upon her from the Louisiana shore. Forty-six shots were fired, but did

no injury.

At Warrenton the rebels opened fire upon the Era with two rifled 20-pounder
guns. They fired twenty-four shots, but did not succeed in striking her.

Extraordinary as it may seem, there is every reason to believe that no one
was killed on the Queen. It is probably attributable to the fact that those below
got into the hold through the numerous hatches, and thus escaped the effects of

the steam.

Mr. Taylor, one of the engineers, is reported to be badly scalded, by a deserter

from the Webb. Twenty-four men were taken prisoners, ten of whom were civi-

lians employed on the boat. Assistant Surgeon Booth was the only commis-
sioned officer captured.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET,
Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet.

David D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.
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List of prisoners captured on board the United States steam rain Queen of the

West, in Red river, Louisiana, February 14, 1863.

Daniel S. Booth, assistant surgeon; C. S. Eddison, mate; H. S. Duncan, 2d
mate; Edward Taylor, engineer; James W. Foster, carpenter; Richard Greve,
blacksmith; G. W. Hill, steward; John Bates, 1st Sergeant company I, 63d
I. M. ; Carrol Smith, private, company C, 63d I. M. ; Charles D. Faulkner,
private, company I, 63d I. M.; William Brown, private, company F, 63d I. M.;

M. Cullan, private, company F, 63d I. M.; Leo. C. Tarbol, private, company K,
18th I. M.; John Foley, deck hand; John Williams, cabin boy; E. G. Holstein,

private; T. F. Rice, private; Thomas L. Williams, private; Charles Lamner,
private; George Watson, deck hand; George W. Bailey, private.—Total, 21.

CAPTURE OF THE INDIANOLA.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
February 27, 1863.

Sir : I have just received information through one of the men who escaped

from the Indianola that she had an encounter on Tuesday night with the two
rams, W^ebb and Queen of the West, and that after being struck six times, and
the report being made that she was sinking, she was surrendered to the enemy.
The commander then ran her on shore, when the man who gives the information

got on shore with some others, and he brought me the news. He could not see

whether the vessel had sunk or not. From his account it appears that Lieu-

tenant Commander Brown laid at the mouth of Red river three days, (just about

time to allow the Queen of the West to repair damages,) and then, being appre-

hensive of attack, or reading over my instructions, and finding out that he was
sent down only to protect the Queen of the West, and was ordered to attempt

nothing when he was not certain of success, he started up the Mississippi river

with the two coal barges in tow, giving the enemy all that advantage. I had
cautioned Lieutenant Commander Brown so much, before he started, about the

management of his ship, and told him particularly to use his butting powers,

which would have defeated both his antagonists ; but he was caught with the

two barges alongside, and his vessel must have been unmanageable.
I had every reason on this expedition to demand the most perfect success.

The rebels had but one old boat, (the Webb,) so weak that they had to take her

iron off the bows, and, as one of her crew informs me, with planking too old to

calk. She carried three thirty-two pounders. The vessels I sent down carried

twelve heavy guns.

The importance of this move to our army here cannot be estimated. We had
already broken the communications of the enemy in Texas with Vicksburg and
Port Hudson.
We had cut off all supplies and means of transportation, having destroyed

some of their best boats. In a week more the water would have surrounded

Port Hudson, and there being no means of getting away, they would have been

obliged to evacuate in time. We hoped in a short time to force this thing by
getting one or two more gunboats below, and troops enough to land close to

Port Hudson. That place evacuated, General Banks could have ascended het

river. The department has a copy of my instructions to Colonel Charles R.

Ellet and Lieutenant Commander George Brown, and they will, I am sure,

do.me the justice to say that my plans were well laid; the object contended for
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was a very important one, and that I was sufficiently cautious in sending down
twelve guns to contend with three.

There is no use to conceal the fact, but this has, in my opinion, been the

most humiliating affair that has occurred during this rebellion ; and after taking

so much trouble to make matters sure, it almost disheartens me and puts me out

of the conceit of sending off any expedition, unless I can go with it. I cer-

tainly had a right to expect that two vessels, carrying twelve guns, that had
passed all the batteries at Vicksburg, Warrenton, Carthage, and other places on

the river, could manage, between them, to take one old steamer, or else have
the wisdom and patriotism to destroy their vessels, even if they had to go with

them.

A flag of truce is, I believe, coming up, and I shall know in a short time

whether the Indianola sunk, or whether the enemy will be able to save her.

A terrific explosion occurred last night in the direction of the Indianola, and
my only hope is that she has been blown up.

In conclusion, had the Indianola thrown off her coal barges and run up
stream with the speed she is reported to have, she could have disabled both the

rams with her two 11-inch guns in iron casemate before either of them could get

alongside of her. They tracked her along from point to point, found out exactly

how she was operating, and made their disposition accordingly.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Ad?niral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Detailed report of Lieutenant Commander George Brown.

Washington, D. C, May 28, 1863.

Sir : At this, my earliest opportunity, I respectfully submit to the depart-

ment a report of the operations of the United States steamer Indianola while

below Vicksburg, Mississippi ; also, the particulars of the engagement with the

rebel armed rams Queen of the West and William H. Webb, and armed cotton-

clad steamers Dr. Batey and Grand Era, in which the Indianola was sunk and
her officers and crew made prisoners.

In obedience to an order from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, commanding Mis-

sissippi squadron, I passed the batteries at Vicksburg and Warrenton on the

night of the 13th of February last, having in tow two barges containing about

seven thousand bushels of coal each, without being once struck, although

eighteen shots Avere fired, all of which passed over us.

I kept on down the river, but owing to dense fogs made but slow progress

until the morning of the 16th, when, about ten miles below Natchez, I met the

steamboat Era No. 5, having on board Colonel Ellet, of the ram fleet, and a
portion of the officers and crew of the steamer Queen of the West. I then

learned for the first time of the loss of that boat, and after consulting with

Colonel Ellet I concluded to continue on down as far as the mouth of the Red
river. On the afternoon of the same day I got under way, the Era No. 5 lead-

ing. On nearing Ellis's cliffs the Era made the pre-arranged signal of danger
ahead, soon after which I made out the rebel steamer William II. Webb.
Before I got within range of the Webb she had turned and was standing down
stream with great speed. I fired two shots from the eleven-inch guns, but both
fell short of her. She soon ran out of sight, and in consequence of a thick fog

setting in I could not continue the chase, but was obliged to anchor.
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I reached the mouth of the Red river on the 17th of February, from which
time until the 21st of same month I maintained a strict blockade at that point.

I could procure no Red river pilots, and therefore did not enter that river.

The Era No. 5 being unarmed, and having several prisoners on board, Colonel

Ellet decided to go up the river and communicate with the squadron, and sailed

at noon on the 18th of the same month for that purpose.

On learning that the Queen of the West had been repaired by the rebels and
was nearly ready for service, also that the William H. Webb and four cotton-

clad boats with boarding parties on board were fitting out to attack the Indian-

ola, I left the Red river for the purpose of getting cotton to fill up the space

between the casemate and wheel-houses, so as to be better able to repel the

boarding parties.

By the afternoon of the 22d of same month I had procured as much cotton

as I required, and concluded to keep on up the river, thinking that I would
certainly meet another boat the morning following, but I was disappointed. I

then concluded to communicate with the squadron as soon as possible, thinking

that Colonel Ellet had not reached the squadron, or that Admiral Porter would
expect me to return when I found that no other boat was sent below.

1 kept the bunkers of the Indianola filled with coal, and would have sunk
what remained in the barges ; but knowing that if another boat was sent below
Vicksburg I would be expected to supply her with coal, I concluded to hold on
to the barges as long as possible. In consequence of having the barges along-

side we could make but slow progress against the current; the result of which
was, that 1 did not reach Grand^ Gulf until the morning of the 24th of the same
month, at which point and at others above we were fired on by parties on shore.

As I knew that it would be as much as I could do to get by the Warrenton bat-

teries before daylight the next morning, I returned the fire of but one party.

At about half-past nine p. m. on the 24th of the same month, the night being

very dark, four boats were discovered in chase of us. I immediately cleared

for action, and as soon as all preparations were completed I turned and stood

down the river to meet them. At this time the leading vessel was about three

miles below, the others following in close order. As we neared them I made
them out to be the rams Queen of the West and William H. Webb, and two

other steamers, cotton-clad and filled with men.
The Queen of the West Avas the first to strike us, which she did after passing

through the coal barge lashed to our port side, doing us no serious damage.

Next came the Webb. I stood for her at full speed ; both vessels came together

bows on, with a tremendous crash, which knocked nearly every one down on

board of both vessels, doing no damage to us, while the Webb's bow was cut in

at least eight feet extending from about two feet above the water-line to the

keelson.

At this time the engagement became general and at very close quarters. I

devoted but little attention to the cotton-clad steamers, althou gh they kept up
a heavy fire with field-pieces and small-arms, as I knew that everything de-

pended on my disabling the rams. The third blow crushed the starboard

barge, leaving parts hanging by the lashings, which were speedily cut. The
crew of the Indianola not numbering enough men to man both batteries, I kept

the forward guns manned all the time, and fired them whenever I could get a

shot at the rams. The night being very dark, our aim was very uncertain, and

our fire proved less effective than I thought it at the time. The peep-holes in

the pilot-house were so small that it would have been a difficult matter to have

worked the vessel from that place in daylight, so that during the whole engage-

ment the pilots were unable to aid me by their knowledge of the river, as they

were unable to see anything. Consequently, they could do no more than obey

such orders as they received from me in regard to working the engines and the

helm. No misunderstanding occurred in the performance of that duty, and I
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was enabled to receive the first five blows from the rams forward of the wheels,

and at such angles that they did no more damage than to start the plating

where they struck.

The sixth blow we received was from the Webb, which crushed in the star-

board wheel, disabled the starboard rudder, and started a number of leaks abaft

the shaft. Being unable to work the starboard engine, placed us in an almost

powerless condition ; but I continued the fight until after we received the sev-

enth blow, which was given us by the Webb. She struck us fair in the stern,

and started the timbers and starboard rudder box so that the water poured in in

large volumes. At this time I knew that the Indianola could be of no more
service to us, and my desire was to render her useless to the enemy, which I

did by keeping her in deep water until there was two and a half feet of water

over the floor, and the leaks were increasing rapidly as she settled, so as to

bring the opening made by the Webb under water.

Knowing that if either of the rams struck us again in the stern, which they
then had excellent opportunities of doing on account of our disabled condi-

tion, we would sink so suddenly that few if any lives would be saved, I suc-

ceeded in running her bows on shore by starting the screw-engines. As further

resistance could only result in a great loss of life on our part, without a corre-

sponding result on the part of the enemy, I surrendered the Indianola, a par-

tially sunken vessel, fast filling with water, to a force of four vessels, mounting
ten guns, and manned by over one thousand men.
The engagement lasted one hour and twenty-seven minutes. I lost but one

killed, one wounded, and seven missing ; while the enemy lost two officers and
thirty-three men killed, and many wounded. Before the enemy could make
any preparations for endeavoring to save the Indianola, her stern was under
water. Both rams were so very much crippled, that I doubt whether they
would have tried to ram again had not their last blow proved so fatal to us.

Both signal-books were thrown in the river by me a few minutes before the

surrender.

In conclusion, I would state that the 9-inch guns of the Indianola were
thrown overboard, and the 11-inch guns damaged by being loaded with heavy
charges and solid shot, placed muzzle to muzzle, and fired by a slow match, so

that they were rendered useless.

This was done in consequence of the sham monitor, sent from above, having
grounded about two miles above the wreck of the Indianola.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE BROWN,
Lieutenant Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION THROUGH STEELE'S BAYOU AND DEER CREEK.

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, March 26, 1863.

Sir : Since my last communication with the department I have been absent
on an expedition into the enemy's country, or that part which he professes to

hold.

I have for some time past been under the impression that, by cutting our
way through the woods, (which are all under water,) I could find an entrance
into the river Yazoo, and thus get into the rear of Vicksburg without loss of
life or vessels.
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In consequence of this idea, and from information obtained from a negro, I
made a reconnoissance with Lieutenant Commanding Murphy.
We started up Steele's bayou, which at low stages of water is nothing but a

ditch, following it for about thirty miles. This part of the route was perfectly

practicable, the creek, though very narrow, having five fathoms of water in it.

Black bayou seemed to oppose our further progress ; but, on a closer examina-
tion, we found that, by removing the trees, we could heave the vessels around
the bends, which were very short, and left us not a foot to spare.

All we could hear of the route in advance was very favorable, having ob-

tained as pilot a man well acquainted with the country. I determined to start

immediately, having made arrangements with General Grant by which the army
could co-operate with us.

On the 14th I started with the Louisville, Lieutenant Commander Owen, Cin-

cinnati, Lieutenant Commanding Bache, Carondelet, Lieutenant Commanding
Murphy, Mound City, Lieutenant Commanding Wilson, Pittsburg, Lieutenant

Commanding Hoel, four mortars and four tugs.

The expedition went along finely until it reached Black bayou, a place about

four miles long, leading into Deer creek. Here the crews of the vessels had to

go to work to clear the way, pulling up trees by the roots or pushing them over

with the iron-clads, and cutting away the branches above. It was terrible

work, but in twenty-four hours we succeeded in getting through these four

miles, and found ourselves in Deer creek, where we were told there would be no
more difficulties.

General Sherman had arrived up with a small portion of his command ; and
as he had only twelve miles to march to Boiling Fork, (where we would meet
with no further difficulties,) while I had to go thirty-two miles by water, I de-

termined to push on. I found the channel much narrower than I expected,

filled with small willows, through which we could scarce make our way, and
the branches much overhanging. Still we made at first about a mile an hour,

being assured by the pilot that we would find it better as we advanced. It cer-

tainly could not get worse.

We had succeeded in getting well into the heart of the country before we
were discovered. No one would believe that anything in the shape of a vessel

could get through Black bayou, or anywhere on the route. Still, however, as

we molested no one, the inhabitants looked on in wonder and astonishment, and
the negroes flocked in hundreds down to the banks of the creek to see the novel

sight. Soon we were discovered by the government agent, who immediately

began to apply the torch to the cotton, public and private. All along as far as

the eye could see, there was nothing but cotton fires burning up, and many
dwellings consuming with it. The only persons who saved their cotton were
those who would not obey the order to burn. They felt confident we were not

going to molest their private property, and their confidence saved them their

cotton, which is still in their possession.

It was melancholy to see such fanatical destruction ; but as we abstained from
anything of the kind ourselves, it placed the two parties in strong contrast be-

fore the people of the country, and there were many remarks made not at all

complimentary to the confederate government.
Finding that our presence was discovered, I pushed on the vessels as fast as

the obstacles would permit, not making more than half a mile an hour. We
were passing through a beautiful country, filled with live stock of all kinds, and
containing large granaries of corn belonging to the confederate government. The
people were more than surprised at the presence of such an expedition, having

supposed themselves far removed from the " horrors of war," and there was a

good deal of change of opinion on the part of some who never supposed they

would be under the protection of the American flag once more.
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After very great labor we arrived within seven miles of the Rolling Fork,

where everything would be plain sailing before us.

We were here informed that some confederate agents, and some of the

citizens, were forcing the negroes to cut down trees in our path. I immediately

pushed on the tug Thistle, which had a boat howitzer on her, and she succeeded

in reaching the first tree before it was cut down. She proceeded on, under

charge of Lieutenant Commanding Murphy, while I followed in the Oarondelet,

the leading ship. The enemy succeeded at last in getting a large tree down,

which stopped the progress of the tug, and then the negroes, with muskets at

their breasts, were made to ply their axes until the creek was supposed to be

sealed against our further advance.

The labor of clearing out these obstructions was very great, but there is

nothing that cannot be overcome by perseverance. The character of the Amer-
ican sailors for endurance was particularly manifested on this occasion, as they

worked night and day without eating or sleeping until the labor was accom-
plished.

I hoped by this time to have seen something of our army coming on, but

they had their difficulties to contend with, as well as ourselves, and did not

reach us in time. The transportation could not be procured at a moment's
notice, and we had gone on faster than they expected.

When within three miles of Rolling Fork we discovered smoke in the direc-

tion of Yazoo river, and I was informed that the enemy were already landing

troops to dispute our passage. I did not mind the troops so much as the timber

they would cut in Rolling Fork. I immediately sent on Lieutenant Com-
manding Murphy, with two boat howitzers and 300 men, to hold Rolling Fork
until we could cover it with our guns ; which he did, occupying also an Indian

mound some sixty feet high, Avhich commanded the whole country.

After working all night and clearing out the obstructions, which were terrible,

we succeeded in getting within 800 yards of the end of this troublesome creek;

had only two or three large trees to remove, and one apparently short and easy

lane of willows to work through. The men being much worn out, we rested

at sunset.

In the morning we commenced with renewed vigor to work ahead through

the willows, but our progress was very slow ; the lithe trees defied our utmost
efforts to get by them, and we had to go to work and pull them up separately,

or cut them off under water, which was a most tedious job. In the mean time

the enemy had collected and landed about 800 men and seven pieces of artil-

lery, (from 20 to 30-pounders,) which were firing on our field-pieces from time

to time, the latter not having range enough to reach them.

I was also informed that the enemy were cutting down trees in our rear to

prevent communication by water, and also prevent our escape ; this looked

unpleasant. I knew that 5,000 men had embarked at Haines's Bluff for this

place immediately they heard that we were attempting to go through that way,
and, as our troops had not come up, I considered it unwise to risk the least

thing ; at all events, never to let my communication be closed behind me. I was
somewhat strengthened in my determination to advance no further until re-

enforced by land forces, when the enemy at sunset opened on us a cross fire

with six or seven rifled guns, planted somewhere off in the woods, where we
could see nothing but the smoke. It did not take us long to dislodge them,

though a large part of the crew being on shore at the time, we could not fire

over them or until they got on board.

I saw at once the difficulties we had to encounter with a constant fire on our

working parties, and no prospect at present of the troops getting along. I had
received a letter from General Sherman informing; me of the difficulties in

getting forward his men, he doing his utmost, I know, to expedite matters.

The news of the falling trees in our rear was brought in frequently by
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negroes who were pressed into the service for cutting them, and I hesitated no
longer about what to do. We dropped down again, unshipped our rudders, and
let the vessels rebound from tree to tree.

As we left, the enemy took possession of the Indian mound, and in the morn-
ing opened fire on the Carondelet, Lieutenant Murphy, and Cincinnati, Lieuten-

ant Bache; these two ships soon silenced the batteries, and we were no longer
annoyed.

The sharpshooters hung about us, firing from behind trees and rifle pits ; but
with due precaution we had very few hurt—only five wounded by rifle balls,

and they were hurt by being imprudent.

On the 21st we fell in with Colonel Smith, commanding 8th Missouri and
other parts of regiments; we were quite pleased to see him, as I never knew
before how much the comfort and safety of iron-clads, situated as we were, de-

pended on the soldiers. I had already sent out behind a force of 300 men to

stop the felling of trees in our rear, which Colonel Smith now took charge of.

The enemy had already felled over forty heavy trees, which Lieutenant Com-
mander Owen, in the Louisville, working night and day, cleared away almost
fast enough to permit us to meet with no delay.

Colonel Smith's force was not enough to justify my making another effort to

get through ; he had no artillery, and would frequently have to leave the vessels

in following the roads.

On the 22d we came to a bend in the river, where the enemy supposed they
had blockaded us completely, having cut a number of trees altogether, and so

entertwined that it seemed impossible to move them. The Louisville was at

work at them, pulling them up, when we discovered about three thousand
rebels attempting to pass the edge of the woods to our rear, while the negroes

reported artillery coming up on our quarter.

We were all ready for them, and when the artillery opened on us we opened
such a fire on them that they scarcely waited to hitch up their horses. At the

same time the rebel soldiers fell in with Colonel Smith's troops, and after a sharp

skirmish fled before the fire of our soldiers. After this we were troubled no
more, and dropped down quietly until we fell in with General Sherman, who,
hearing the firing, was hurrying to our support. I do not know when I felt

more pleased to see that gallant officer, for without the assistance of the troops we
could not without great loss have performed the arduous work of clearing out the

obstructions. We might now have retraced our steps, but we were all worn out.

The officers and men had for six days and nights been constantly at work, or

sleeping at the guns. We had lost our coal barge, and the provision vessel

could not get through, being too high for such purposes.

Taking everything into consideration, I thought it best to undertake nothing

further, without being better prepared, and we finally, on the 24th, arrived at

Hill's plantation, the place we started from on the 16th.

Altogether this has been a most novel expedition. Never did those people

expect to see iron-clads floating where the keel of a flatboat never passed.

Though nothing has resulted from it, more than annoying the enemy and causing

him to expend his resources, it has been of great service to the crews, and given

me an insight into the character of the commanders and officers of the expedi-

tion. I must say that they deserve my warmest commendation for the perse-

verance and coolness they exhibited during the arduous undertaking. As to

the iron-clads themselves, I beg leave to withdraw everything I may have said

to their disparagement, for I never yet saw vessels so well adapted to knocking
down trees, hauling them up by the roots, or demolishing bridges ; we necessa-

rily destroyed all that came in our way, and it has cut off for the present all the

means of transporting provisions to Vicksburg.

We destroyed a large amount of confederate corn, captured a large number
of mules, horses and cattle. The rebels themselves burnt over twenty thousand
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bales of cotton, and we burnt all that we found marked C. S. A.; have taken

on our decks, and on the mortar boats, enough to pay for the building of a good

gunboat.

The soldiers enjoyed the excursion amazingly, the fine country through

which we travelled being quite different from the swamp where they have spent

the winter. Had we succeeded entirely it would have been a severe blow to

this part of the country ; but it was not to be, and we must console ourselves

with the damage we did the enemy and the moral effect of penetrating into a

country deemed inaccessible. There will be no more planting in those regions

for a long time to come. The able-bodied negroes left with our army, carrying

with them all the stores laid up by their masters (for whom they showed little

affection) for harder times. I regret to say that we lost one officer, Henry Sul-

livan, acting third assistant engineer of the tug Dahlia, who was struck by a

rifle shot and died of his wounds. Only two were severely wounded. The
boats of some of the vessels were badly damaged (which was about the only

serious injuries) in crashing through the trees.

We performed a distance of seventy miles each way, making one hundred
and forty miles of the most severe labor officers and men ever went through.

We found our new mortar boats (though badly built) well adapted for this

kind of business, and very useful in clearing the woods of sharpshooters.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coirtdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy. Washington, D. C.

Additional.

I look upon it as a great misfortune that this expedition did not get through,

for it would have been a most perfect surprise; would have thrown into our

hands every vessel in the Yazoo, and every granary from which the rebels

could draw a supply.

The great difficulty seems to have been for want of more promptness in

moving the troops, or rather I should say, want of means for the moving of

troops, for there were never yet any two men who would labor harder than

Generals Grant and Sherman to forward an expedition for the overthrow of

Vicksburg.

At one time I felt most uncomfortable, finding the enemy increasing in

strength in front of me, cutting down trees behind me, and in front a chance of

blocking up the. feeders of the canal and letting the water out, and not a soldier

of ours in sight, or (by the answers I received to my communication) any pros-

pect of any coming in time to prevent a landing of the enemy. I never knew
how helpless a thing an iron-clad could be when unsupported by troops ; our

guns were three feet below the levee; the woods stood just far enough back to

enable the sharpshooters to pick off our men, without our being able to bother

them, except with the mortars, which kept them off.

When the army did come up it was without provisions; we had to subsist

them partly. They left their artillery at Hill's landing, to protect that place,

and I felt uneasy about them whenever they would get away from the guns
of the iron-clads. Under the circumstances I could not afford to risk a single

vessel, and therefore abandoned the expedition. I knew the difficulties to be
overcome ahead after we weie once discovered, and the impossibility of doing

anything with the want of preparation on the part of the army to follow this

matter up. The army officers worked like horses to enable them to accom-
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plish what was desired, but they were behind time, and that ended the matter.

No other general could have done better, or as well, as Sherman, but he had
not the means for this peculiar kind of transportation.

With the end of this expedition end all my hopes of getting into Vicksburg
in this direction; had we been successful we could have made a sure thing of

it, provided the army had been pushed on in sufficient numbers. It is not
likely that they would have been, want of a certain kind of transportation

being felt.

All we can do here now is to harass the enemy by keeping his troops moving
to and fro; they will never again be caught by surprise, for after this attempt

they will guard every ditch leading into the Yazoo.

As to any harm that gunboats can do Vicksburg, it is not to be taken into

consideration at all; the batteries at that place could destroy four times the

number we have here, and not receive any damage in return.

There is but one thing now to be done, and that is to start an army of 150,000
men from Memphis via Granada, and let them go supplied with everything

required to take Vicksburg; let all minor considerations give way to this, and
Vicksburg will be ours. Had General Grant not turned back when on the

way to Granada, he would have been in Vicksburg before this.

Admiral Farragut's vessels can cut off the supplies at Port Hudson and Red
river if he confines them solely to that business—it is the only way in the

world of their getting supplies ; but if he risks his vessels by trying to capture

the Queen of the West or the Webb, he might as well not attempt the blockade.

The Yazoo Pass expedition at first bid fair to do well, but I am afraid it

won't amount to much—merely a kind of duel between batteries and iron-clads,

in which shell and powder are expended without any use.

Though I feel relieved to get back safe with all the vessels, yet, sir, I see the

misfortune of not having succeeded. It would have been a splendid performance.

Now we must console ourselves with the damage we did the enemy, in having

his cotton burned and his corn and live stock destroyed. The demoralization

of the negroes was complete, and I much fear that terrible scenes will be en-

acted in the district through which we went. The slave there has been told

that he is free, and more than any place that I have seen do the slaves seem
determined to maintain what to them seems a most precious boon. I do not

blame them, for slavery exists in its worst form in the valley of the Mississippi.

Excuse me, sir, for sending you so long a communication.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, CorrCdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

YAZOO PASS EXPEDITION.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, March 26, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a report from Lieutenant Commander
Foster, of the Chillicothe, and one from Lieutenant Commander Smith. The
Yazoo Pass expedition does not seem to be doing much beyond exchanging

shots with the batteries. The Chillicothe, from all accounts, has proved her-

self unfit to engage a battery, the bolts confining the iron to the ship having

been found very destructive to those on board. The Chillicothe has suffered a

good deal in killed and wounded, as will appear by the report of her commander.
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Lieutenant Commander Smith, who commanded the Yazoo Pass expedition,

was taken sick soon after entering the Tallahatchie and after operations com-

menced, and was sent back in, I fear, a dying condition. I depended a good

deal on his energy in carrying out my orders, for the success of the expedi-

tion. Unless the fort is taken before this, General Grant has ordered the troops

to return. They have only retarded our movements so far, there being no

chance of landing them at the place where the rebels have blockaded the river.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississijipi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Watson Smith.

United States Ship Rattler,
Tallahatchie River, March 11, 1863.

Sir : Stood on this morning to within a mile of the battery, and went ahead

with General Rush, in the Ohillicothe, to observe. A turn brought us within

view of the enemy's works ; almost immediately they opened fire from five

guns. One shell struck the Ohillicothe on the starboard side of the starboard

forward port, damaging the plate, and breaking and starting several bolts

;

another struck on the port side, ahead, six inches above water—a conical rifle

shot, making as great an indentation as possible without breaking through
;

another glanced from the deck. Captain Foster, in reply, threw three shells

from his 11-inch guns. With this knowledge of their strength and position, we
then turned the point until covered by the trees, and arranged to advance as

soon as the army should report ready, which would not be until morning. In
the afternoon the rebels appeared to be shipping cattle and goods from the bat-

tery, which we believed to be indications that they were preparing to leave.

Advanced the Ohillicothe, the De Kalb following, the Lioness in readiness,

and was about to bring up the Rattler, but going on board the Ohillicothe, found

her already much injured by the shot of the enemy, one of which struck be-

tween the slide covers of the port forward port, which was at the time suffi-

ciently ajar to allow the rammer handle to pass out. The men were in the act

of sending the shell down, when this shell striking the Ohillicothe's shell, both
exploded, (fragments of each being found,) killing two men, and wounding eleven

others, three of them perhaps mortally. The 11-inch was struck on the muzzle,

damaging, but not disabling it ; the slide covers of this port were blown off, one
going overboard. Other shots struck, killing one man. The Ohillicothe and
De Kalb were strengthening themselves with cotton when advanced, and I now
withdrew them for the purpose of completing that defence. The short distance,

and the stream being narrow, prevents the easy use of two vessels upon the

fort. I have, therefore, landed the 30-pounder Parrott gun from the broadside

of this vessel ; and, with the assistance of the troops, expect to have it in posi-

tion to annoy the rebels' best gun, at about six hundred yards, by morning, and
well protected by cotton and earth. Of the seven shells fired by the Ohillicothe,

two appeared to burst well, and two to strike a steamboat lying just beyond the

fort below Greenwood. There is a steamer sunk there by the rebels, not quite

in position desired by them.
A rebel called over this afternoon, stating that they had a vessel ready for

the Ohillicothe. She will be guarded, and, if boarded, will, if possible, be swept
by our own vessels, her crew going below. This is different from engaging
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with head up stream. The Chillicothe works well, but the De Kalb and other

stern-wheels are very awkward. The base of a rifle shell, measuring 6^ inches,

shows the size of one of their guns ; another seems like a sixty-eight ; another

a 4|-inch rifle.

Mr. Morton, the pilot, was badly blown by the explosion of the shells on board
the Chillicothe ; he is not seriously injured, and will soon be on duty.

I shall use all the means we have of silencing this battery—the mortar, with
the others, when it arrives. The Ohillicothe's turret is not well backed; neither

she nor the De Kalb can stand those rifled shot.

I have not ascertained sufficiently about the raft, to speak of it with certainty.

My letter of yesterday acquaints you with our situation as regards provisions

and fuel. Those of us that are but partly manned feel the want of men ; the

soldiers serve the guns well, but the others are needed. It is with difficulty

that the small boats can be manned.
The small army steamer has arrived, not having been interfered with by

guerillas.

Midnight.—The rebels are busy at something ; don't think they are leaving.

The Yallabusha is probably fortified at each bluff, as they feared for Granada.

I am obliged to keep steam now at night, which is exhausting to the coal.

Respectfully yours,

WATSON SMITH,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Co?nmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James P. Foster.

United States Gunboat Chillicothe,
Tallahatchie River, Mississippi, March 22, 1863.

Sir : When I last wrote you, a retrograde movement was unanimously agreed

upon, it being hazardous to remain longer. This movement was postponed,

but, on the morning of the 19th instant, was reagreed upon, and we started for

Helena in the perfect belief that there was no hope of reducing Fort Greenwood
(or Pemberton) without a strong re-enforcement of heavy iron-clads.

Since our departure (to-day) we have met on the Tallahatchie river General

Quimby and his command en route for Fort Greenwood. General Quimby
states to me that other large land forces were on their way also to join in the

attack on Port Greenwood, and that his forces and armament would be such,

that with the gunboats of the Mississippi squadron, composing the Yazoo Pass

expedition, failure is impossible, in his opinion. I send you a copy of his letter

of request, and while I feel the responsibility, without consulting you of it,

being impossible, I still feel and hope that, in complying with General Quimby's
request, I shall meet your hearty approval, notwithstanding the disabled

condition of the Chillicothe, and the shortness of ammunition and provisions ;

the latter, General Quimby promises to furnish for the present. It is proper

for me to say that General Ross, with whom the gunboats have heretofore been

co-operating, and who, during the whole expedition, has been indefatigable in

his exertions to render it successful, had it been possible with the forces before

engaged, remains quiet, but thinks we can take the fort if re-enforced by
gunboats.

From my knowledge of General Ross, I have to say that I believe him to be

as sincere as I know him to be magnanimous and brave. Colonel Wilson joins

in the renewal of the Yazoo Pass expedition, and from his known engineering
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abilities, and his well-established patriotism, I can but accord to his opinion

great weight.

I hope that the expedition will redound to our cause, and I fervently hope to

despatch to you that the gunboats of the Yazoo Pass expedition, in conjunction

with the army, have added other laurels to our flag.

After we pass Fort Greenwood, if not before, I think it will be absolutely

necessary to our perfect success to have at least two more heavy iron-clads.

Two months' provisions are required now for what gunboats are here of all

classes.

I regret to say that I have just heard pretty reliably that the Rattler, en route

for Helena, and in command of Acting Master Fentress, late executive officer

of the Rattler, was attacked in the Tallahatchie river, and during the action

lost two men killed and several wounded. I also regret to say that Lieutenant

Commander Smith was said to be dying.

The wounded of the Chillicothe, in the actions of the 11th, 13th, and 16th,

that have been retained here, are doing well ; I, however, sent the worst cases

to the fleet surgeon, except the wounded soldiers doing duty as marines. These
latter I sent to. the army hospital boat. I will remain off Fort Greenwood ten

days, and await your answer to former despatches.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. P. FOSTER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

List of killed and wounded on board the Chillicothe.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
United States Gunboat Chillicothe, March 11, 1S63.

The following is a list of the killed and wounded during the aetion of to-day

:

J. F. Morton, pilot, wounded ; Thos. Greenslade, quarter-gunner, killed

;

Jerry Norton, marine, killed ; Jno. G. Singleton, marine, killed ; Jno. Hender-
son, marine, killed

; Henry B. Levague, boatswain's mate, wounded ; Newton
Porter, marine, wounded ; Jas. M. Young, marine, wounded ; Jas. F. Holladay,
marine, wounded ; Patrick Conner, marine, wounded ; Robt. Brown, marine,
wounded ; J. A. Briton, marine, wounded ; C. C. Huff, marine, wounded

;

Stephen N. Cornell, seaman, wounded.

W. C. FOSTER,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

List of the wounded on board the United States gunboat Chillicothe, in the

action before Fort Greenwood, on March 13, 1863.

Francis O'Neil, landsman, wounded badly in arm ; Leopold Trost, marine,
wounded in the face; Roney Hupple, seaman, contusion of the hand; John
Mitchell, seaman, violent contusion of brain ; D. Miller, marine, wounded in
the hand ; Harrison Gill, landsman, wound of the hand.

W. C. FOSTER,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, Chillicothe «

30 n
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List of killed and wounded on hoard the United States gunboat Chillicothe,

during action at Fort Greenwood, March 16, 1863.

John Young, seaman, wounded in right side ; Christopher Talb.ot, cabin boy,
wounded, by falling overboard, as we were going into action.

W. 0. FOSTER,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, United States Navy.

Report of hilled and wounded on the Rattler.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, April 7, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a list of the killed and wounded on board
the United States steamer Rattler, on her passage out of the Tallahatchie river,

March 19, 1863.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Corridg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gtdeon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Rattler,
Tallahatchie River, March 19, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following killed and wounded aboard this

vessel

:

Killed.—Jeremiah Harrington, seaman ; ball passing through external carotid

artery.

Wounded.—George S. West, acting ensign ; ball entered left side, between
9th and 10th ribs, passing round anterior to the bowels, lodging below right

nipple ; the patient will recover.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. WILSON,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, Steamer Rattler.

Walter E. H. Fentress,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Steamer Rattler.

Extract from report of Rear-Admiral Porter.

Yazoo River, April 11, 1863.

5j» 3fC 5JC « tF *j£ *J* 'J*

The Yazoo Pass expedition has done harm to the enemy, though not as

successful as I intended it to be. It caused the enemy to sink the Star of the

West, Magnolia, and Natchez—three of their best vessels. The squadron chased

the steamer 35th Parallel on shore, where she was burnt, with three thousand

bales of cotton! One steamer transport was sunk by our shells, and one other,

I believe, destroyed to avoid falling into our hands.

The fort (Pemberton) was silenced at one time by our gunboats, and re-
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mained so for a day. The army did not think themselves strong enough to at-

tempt the assault ; waited for re-enforcements and lost their chance.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Further report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, April 13, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose you a report of the Yazoo Pass expedition,

from Lieutenant Commander Foster, who took command after Lieutenant Com-
mander Watson Smith was obliged to give up from extreme illness.

The department will observe that the Chillicothe has proved herself en-

tirely unfit for a fighting vessel, as she now is ; her backing of fine wood, twelve

inches thick, being found inadequate to stand shot.

The Baron De Kaib, supposed to be an inferior vessel, received no damage of

any consequence.

The department can form their opinion of the importance of the expedition

from the report of Lieutenant Commander Foster. Fort Pemberton was fairly

whipped and silenced by the De Kalb and Chillicothe. No attempt was made
by the troops to assault or take possession. At one time the enemy had not a

charge of powder in the fort ; and the shells of our vessels were passing through
seven bales of cotton, which must have made the place untenable.

There were difficulties in the way of an assault, but whether they were suf-

ficient to stop the troops, when the fort was silenced, I am unable to say.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Lieutenant Commander Foster.

United States Steamer Chillicothe,
April 13, 1863.

Sir : On the 18th March, in consequence of the ill health of Lieutenant Com-
mander Watson Smith, I fell into the command of the Yazoo Pass expedition,

and have to make the following report:

The orders which were turned over to me by Lieutenant Commander Smith
were positive, and urged the necessity of pushing on, urging him by no means
to delay, as the success of the expedition depended entirely upon the rapidity of
the movement. Had these instructions been carried out, I have no doubt that

the expedition would have been successful, and that we would have reached
Yazoo City in half the time that we were in making Fort Pemberton; and as

there was no opposition at that time of sufficient force to check us, we would
have had complete control of the river, with all their steamers at our mercy.

Success here, and the controlling power of the Cold Water, Tallahatchie, Yal-
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labusha, and Yazoo rivers would? in rny opinion, hare opened a sure road to

Vicksburg, as it is by these rivers that they receive most of their supplies.

The first attack made on Fort Pemberton was on the 11th of March, on a re-

connoissance, about 11a. m., when five or six shots were exchanged, doing little

or no damage. On the afternoon of the same day the Ohillicothe again went
down and opened fire on the fort. During the action the Ohillicothe had four

men killed and fifteen wounded ; after having a whole gun's crew disabled the

Ohillicothe withdrew.

The Ohillicothe is a perfect failure, as a fighting vessel, and will have to be
repaired before going into action again.

On the 13th the Ohillicothe and Baron De Kalb got underway at 11.30 a. m.,

and commenced the attack on Fort Pemberton, at seven hundred and eighty

yards. The Ohillicothe remained in action one hour and thirty-eight minutes.

During this action she received forty-four shots; and after expending nearly all

her ammunition of five-inch and ten-inch shells, retired by order of the com-

manding officer. On the retiring of the Ohillicothe the fort ceased firing, although

the De Kalb remained, and kept firing slowly during the remainder of the day.

Deserters and prisoners captured reported that their guns were silenced, and
that the fort would have been taken had our forces advanced, as they were en-

tirely without ammunition.

On the 18th we retired, believing the fort too strong for the forces there en

gaged, and being short of ammunition.

The day after leaving Fort Pemberton the Ohillicothe, De Kalb, light-draughts,

&c, arrived before the fort again ; and at the suggestion of General Quimby
the Ohillicothe took her old position before the fort, firing three shots for the

purpose of drawing the enemy's fire; failing in this, she withdrew. We, along

with those on shore, were under the impression that the enemy blew up a tor-

pedo just forward the Chillicothe's bow.
We remained twelve days waiting for the army to do something; and when

General Quimby was ordered to withdraw his forces, we brought up the rear.

We captured five prisoners, three of whom I have paroled at Helena; the

remaining two I shall send to you.

On our return to the fort we remained twelve days, and during the whole of

that time nothing was done by General Quimby toward? the reduction of the

fort. On meeting General Quimby, I told him that it was impossible to take

the fort without heavy siege guns ; he said that he had a number of heavy
24-pounders, and would procure others without delay, and expressed his entire

confidence as to the capture of Fort Pemberton. I then, at his earnest and
written request, (a copy of which I have sent you,) returned with him, and re-

mained until the army was ordered to withdraw. The cotton captured and de-

stroyed is about 4,000 to 5,000 bales.

The Yazoo Pass, Cold Water, and Tallahatchie, at the present, are in good
condition, and no difficulty is experienced in their navigation.

The enemy burnt two large steamers, the 35th Parallel (supposed to have
on board 2,500 bales of cotton) and the Magnolia, cargo reported to be cotton.

In addition to these, they sunk the Star of the West near the fort. The enemy
lost, by his own acknowledgment, 12 men in killed and wounded.
The gunboats, had they pushed on even after the delay at Helena, would

have reached Fort Pemberton before a spade was put in the ground for its

erection.

In conclusion, let me again say, had the expedition been carried out as it

was originally planned, and had not the army detained us by the slowness of

their movements, the expedition would have been a complete success.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. P. FOSTER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.





Map of operations of the Yazoo Pass Expedition, under command of

Lt. Com. Watson Smith, U. S. K, 1863.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Gunboat Baron De Kalb,
Mouth of Yazoo, April 13, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this

vessel before Fort Pemberton, Tallahatchie river:

We arrived before the fort on the 11th of March, and after examining the

work prepared for action, but, owing to the temporary disabling of the Chilli-

cothe, by a shot from the enemy, were ordered to Withdraw. On the 13th went
into action at 10.45 p. m., in company with the Ohillicothe and mortar boat,

engaging the fort at about eight hundred yards. The engagement was severe

until about 2 p. m., when the Chillicothe was forced to retire for the want of

ammunition. This vessel remained in her position until dark, firing upon the

enemy at intervals of fifteen minutes, the enemy having ceased firing. After

dark, by order of Lieutenant Commander Smith, she was backed up to her old

position.

The enemy fired but few shots after 2 p. m. On the 15th, landed an 8-inch

gun, with a supply of ammunition, and placed it in battery on shore, with a
crew to work it. At 12.30 p. m., on the 16th, we again moved into action, but

the Ohillicothe being disabled in a few minutes after getting under fire, withdrew
by order. On the 19th took on board the 8-inch gun from the shore battery.

In the engagement of the 13th the loss on board this vessel was :

John O'Neil, quartermaster, killed; Robert Murphy, ordinary seaman, killed;

F. E. Davis, master's mate, mortally wounded, since dead ; G. W. Male, sea-

man, lost a leg; John McGovern, seaman, slightly wounded; Frank McGuire,
seaman, slightly wounded.

This vessel was considerably cut up, losing ten gun-deck beam's, having the

wheel-house and steerage badly knocked to pieces, and various other damages
to the wooden parts of the vessel, but nothing to render her unserviceable.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

SINKING OF THE LANCASTER AND SWITZERLAND (RAMS) IN PASSING THE
VICKSBURG BATTERIES.

•

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, March 26, 1863.

Sir: During my absence on an expedition into the enemy's country General

Ellet, at the request of Admiral Farragut, sent the rams Switzerland and Lan-
caster to run the batteries at Vicksburg.

The Lancaster was sunk and the Switzerland disabled. These vessels were
not at all prepared for so hazardous an adventure, nor at all suited for any ser-

vice that will take them any distance from a machine shop.

I send you a letter from General Ellet on the subject, in answer to one from

me.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Gunboat Baron De Kalb,
Mouth of Yazoo, April 13, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this

vessel before Fort Pemberton, Tallahatchie river:

We arrived before the fort on the 11th of March, and after examining the

work prepared for action, but, owing to the temporary disabling of the Chilli-

cothe, by a shot from the enemy, were ordered to withdraw. On the 13th went
into action at 10.45 p. m., in company with the Chillicothe and mortar boat,

engaging the fort at about eight hundred yards. The engagement was severe

until about 2 p. m., when the Chillicothe was forced to retire for the want of

ammunition. This vessel remained in her position until dark, firing upon the

enemy at intervals of fifteen minutes, the enemy having ceased firing. After

dark, by order of Lieutenant Commander Smith, she was backed up to her old

position.

The enemy fired but few shots after 2 p. m. On the 15th, landed an 8-inch

gun, with a supply of ammunition, and placed it in battery on shore, with a
crew to work it. At 12.30 p. m., on the 16th, we again moved into action, but

the Chillicothe being disabled in a few minutes after getting under fire, withdrew
by order. On the 19th took on board the 8-inch gun from the shore battery.

In the engagement of the 13th the loss on board this vessel was

:

John O'Neil, quartermaster, killed; Robert Murphy, ordinary seaman, killed;

F. E. Davis, master's mate, mortally wounded, since dead ; G. W. Male, sea-

man, lost a leg; John McGovern, seaman, slightly wounded; Frank McGuire,
seaman, slightly wounded.

This vessel was considerably cut up, losing ten gun-deck beams, having the

wheel-house and steerage badly knocked to pieces, and various other damages
to the wooden parts of the vessel, but nothing to render her unserviceable.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

SINKING OF THE LANCASTER AND SWITZERLAND (RAMS) IN PASSING THE
VICKSBURG BATTERIES.

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, March 26, 1863.

Sir: During my absence on an expedition into the enemy's country General

Ellet, at the request of Admiral Farragut, sent the rams Switzerland and Lan-
caster to run the batteries at Vicksburg.

The Lancaster was sunk and the Switzerland disabled. These vessels were
not at all prepared for so hazardous an adventure, nor at all suited for any ser-

vice that will take them any distance from a machine shop.

I send you a letter from General Ellet on the subject, in answer to one from
me.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter to General A. TV. Ellet.

United States Mississippi Suuadron,
Yazoo River, March 26, 1863.

General : Will you please inform me by what authority you sent the rams
Lancaster and Switzerland past the batteries at Vicksburg in open day, and
without taking any precaution to guard their hulls. One of these vessels has

in consequence been sunk, and the other damaged extensively, which might
very well have been expected under the circumstances.

You will also inform me who were the commanders of those vessels, and all

of the circumstances attending this unfortunate affair.

Very respectfully, &c,
DAVID D. PORTER,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier General A. W. Ellet,
Com'dg Marine Brigade, Mississippi Squadron.

Report of General A. TV. Ellet.

Headquarters Mississippi Marine Brigade,
Flag- Ship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, March 25, 1863.

Admiral: In compliance with your instructions, I would respectfully report

that the Switzerland and Lancaster were sent past the batteries at Vicksburg
by my order this morning, in consequence of receiving an urgent request from
Admiral Farragut for their assistance to aid him in keeping the river open from

Vicksburg to Port Hudson, and in destroying the enemy's communication from

Red river, and also for the purpose of passing troops over the river to Warren-
ton to aid in the destruction of the formidable batteries now being constructed

at that point.

The boats started before daylight. You have been misinformed of the pas-

sage being made in open day. It is true that in consequence of the injury that

the boats sustained they did not get past before the sun had risen
;
yet, if they

had not been injured and obliged to float, they would have made the passage

before it was fully light.

The Lancaster, I regret to say, is a total loss. Her boilers were exploded, and
being a very rotten boat she went to pieces and sunk immediately. She was
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John A. Ellet.

The Switzerland was commanded by Colonel Charles R. Ellet in person, who
also commanded the expedition. She received a number of shots, but being a

stronger boat was not much injured. Her boiler was exploded by a plunging

shot. In other respects the damage was not material. She will be repaired in

a few days, and is in a position where I trust she may be able to redeem what-

ever of mishap has attended the passage of the Vicksburg batteries.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

ALFRED W. ELLET,
Brigadier General, Com'dg Miss. Marine Brigade.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Lettersfrom Rear-Admiral Farragut to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
BcIav Vicksburg, March, 25, 1863.

Dear Admiral: I find myself in a most awkward predicament, being here

with only my ship and the little Albatross as a tender, perfectly unable to do

anything but go up and down the river, or, what is of much more importance,

blockade the mouth of Red river for a limited period. I have expressed the

desire to you to have an iron-clad, one, at least, and two rams to assist me in

this matter, and I now repeat it, so that, when it becomes absolutely necessary

for me to go down the river to replenish my provisions and resume my duties

in command of the blockading squadron, that I may be able to do so without

reopening the Red river trade. There is nothing below, or in Red river, that

could successfully compete with an iron-clad and two rams. General Ellet

called on me to know if I desired two of his rams; I replied to him that I

needed such vessels and would be very much gratified to have them, but I would
not interfere with Admiral Porter—that I understood his boats to be a compo-
nent part of your fleet. He said all he desired was to know if I considered it

a benefit to the country and the cause to have them below Vicksburg; to which
I replied "certainly;" and he said that was all he wanted to know, and that

he should run two down in the night. I told him although I was very anxious
for the force I had asked of you, and was ignorant of your relative positions, I

feared he was wrong in doing so, although it might be done with safety during
the darkness of the night, which he said he would avail himself of. I had
made an arrangement with General Grant, and more particularly with Colonel

Wood, of the 76th Ohio volunteers, to convoy a party to Warrenton and cover

their attack on that place for the purpose of breaking up a casemated battery

the enemy had built there, which General Ellet proposed his two rams could
carry over, while we attacked the battery when they should arrive below. All

these arrangements were made; the troops ready for embarcation; the night

serene and beautiful, so much so that I sincerely hoped the general would not
think of sending his vessels down; and, just as I had come to that conclusion,

between half past 5 o'clock and 6 in the morning, I heard the batteries open.

I felt that all was lost unless by the merest accident. My fears were realized.

The Lancaster was totally destroyed; the Switzerland had two shots in her
boilers, otherwise not materially injured. My engineer says her boilers can be
repaired in a week ; not a man killed ; two or three unfortunate negroes were
badly scalded, some of whom may die. It was a wonderful escape for the crew.

I write this letter for two purposes : first, to exonerate myself from any charge
of a disposition to interfere with your command ; and, secondly, with a hope to

excuse General Ellet from any feeling to do that which he thought would be
disagreeable to you ; but, on the contrary, all who surrounded him at the time
thought, and so expressed themselves, that it would be in accordance with your
wishes if you were present. In conclusion, I beg leave to state that I shall now
return to the mouth of Red river, which I consider the limit of my jurisdiction

under my old orders, but which will be curtailed to below Port Hudson, when
once I pass that place, until it is captured by our forces. On my arrival below
I shall endeavor to communicate with General Banks, across the isthmus oppo-
site Port Hudson, when he will have a full understanding of General Grant's

views as to an attack on that place above and below.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Western Flotilla.
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United States Flag-Ship Hartford,
Below Vkksburg, March 25, 1863.

Dear Admiral: Since my last letter I have received your last letter by my
secretary, Mr. Gabaudon, and am delighted to find that our ideas agree so well

on the subject of the blockade of Red river, but you say nothing of the iron-

clads and rams to assist me in that operation, when I shall be compelled to leave

them and make my way down to New Orleans. I was in hope that you would
have been here in time and sent me an iron-clad down to assist me in demolish-

ing the casemated battery at Warrenton, unless a force is landed and captures

it—a thing I think easily accomplished at present, as the town is surrounded by
water, and assistance, except by infantry, is not easily obtained. My isolated

position requires that I should be more careful of my ship than I would likely

be if I had any fleet with me, as I cannot get to a machine shop to obtain the

most ordinary appliances for repairs without fighting my way to them. I deeply

regret the rashness of General Ellet in sending his boats past the batteries in

broad daylight, as it .afforded the enemy nothing but a target practice. You
say truly when you say that I have had some disasters in my own fleet similar

to those of the Indianola. I consider the Galveston affair the greatest blow that

the navy has sustained during the war. It has emboldened our enemies, and,

in many cases, demoralized our own people. We are pretty well prepared for

their boarding. Wishing you every success in your undertaking,

Your friend and obedient seervant,

D. G. FARRAGUT,
Rear-Ad?niral.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Western Flotilla.

Extractfrom despatch of Rear-Admiral Porter.

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, April 11, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of

the 3d instant. I have already informed you of the cause of the disaster to the

ram Lancaster, in relation to which I had nothing to do, being absent at the

moment, and being unwilling at any time to send down that class of vessels

unless at night and properly prepared.

SELFRIDGE'S "CUT-OFF."

No. 195.] Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo tliver, April 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a letter from Lieutenant Commander Thomas
0. Selfridge, which is interesting from the fact that it shows how easily cut-

offs are made in the Mississippi, when conducted with ordinary intelligence. I

send a diagram which will explain the operation. We have been threatened

for some time past with an attack from the Arkansas rebels in steamers. Every
provision was made to meet it. Lieutenant Commander Selfridge saw the diffi-

culty in defending the mouths of White and Arkansas rivers while kept so far

apart by a useless neck of land, and proposed to me to cut it. I ordered him
to do so, and he passed through with his vessel twenty-four hours after he cut

the bend, thus saving a distance of over ten miles. The mouths of Arkansas
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and White rivers are now brought close together, and a small force can defend

both.

One of the worst points for guerillas is also cut off, as those pests of the

human race could, from the isthmus, attack a vessel on one side and be ready to

meet her on the other as she came round, the distance being ten miles around
and half a mile across.

Captain Selfridge deserves credit for cutting this new river route. Had the

Vicksburg canal ( which was first proposed by Captain Alden, United States

navy, and myself to General Butler) been cut originally in the right place, we
would have had a good ship channel, well clear of Vicksburg; as it is, it

amounted to nothing. By looking at the map you will perceive that the two
necks are very similar in conformation.

I have force enough at Arkansas and White rivers to prevent any attack.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report ofLieutenant Commanding Thos. O. Selfridge.

United States Steamer Conestoga,

Off' Arkansas River, Ajnil 14, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the Curlew, Cricket, Rattler, and
Prairie Bird, also the ram; permit me to thank you for the strong re-enforce-

ments you have sent.

If you are willing, I should prefer to meet an attack in the Mississippi, rather

than the Arkansas, as the latter river is falling fast, and it gives me so much
more room to ram the steamers.

The cut-off, above Alexander's, made on Saturday last, I passed through
on Sunday—the first steamer through. It shortens the distance between the

two rivers at least ten miles, and enables me to concentrate our strength very
completely. I enclose diagram of the different stations.

Though my information of an intended attack was entirely through the

negroes, it came in so many different ways that I think confidence could be
placed in their statements. Since, though, I have learned through a prisoner,

and also some women that came last Saturday from Pine Bluff, that the Arkansas
river is too low for steamers to get out. I do not think, therefore, that an attack

can be made until a rise of the river, or will be made with the present imposing
force. Should they attempt it, there will be none go back. I have moved the

coal barges to a point about a mile below White river, a more secure position,

more easily defended.

The force I now have I consider more than sufficient for this point. If you
wish any of the light-draughts sent elsewhere, I shall give them all an inspection

and report the result.

Learning that there were U. S. arms at McGhee's place, Carson's landing,

I sent the Juliet up, which captured two men, Alexander Smith and J. N. Crow.
These men have been employed hunting runaway negroes, and acknowledge
to have shot some who attempted to escape ; they are notorious rascals, and
Smith was concerned in the burning of the Lake City. I found at McGhee's
a United States Belgian rifle, sword bayonet, with complete equipments, marked
U. S., and a hunting rifle. Smith's story is that he purchased them from two
of our deserters; the negroes say he robbed them of them.
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I have these two in double irons on the Bragg. My intention was, if it met
your approval, to punish them for their villany, and send them beyond the lines.

I was up through the cut-off into the Arkansas yesterday, on a reconnois-

sance. I captured a prisoner, Cornelius Jones, private of twenty-first Texas. He
was employed as a mail or des jatch carrier. He had on at the time a federal

uniform, and attempted to pass himself off as a citizen. He says that all the

pickets on the river had been drawn in. His regiment had gone to Batesville,

Arkansas. From all I can learn there is some secret move on hand amongst
their forces. What disposition shall I make of him ?

I have sent the Signal to Memphis for provisions, and for some little repairs,

that can be made during the short time she is there.

I have sent word to the Chillicothe to remain at Helena until she receives

your orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

THOS. O. SELFRIDGE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Prentiss, at Helena, wishes all the negroes he can get, as he is form-

ing them into regiments. Am I authorized to send up such as present them-
selves ]

PASSAGE OF THE VICKSBURG BATTERIES BY ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL PORTER
WITH HIS FLEET.

Mississippi Squadron,
Yazoo River, April 7, 1863.

Sir : There is nothing new at this point, with the exception that General

Steele's division has been sent up to take possession of the country through
which we lately took the gunboats. When that is secured we can reach the

Yazoo when we please, provided the water keeps up.

I am preparing to pass the batteries of Vicksburg with most of the fleet. Gen-
eral Grant is marching his army below, and we are going to endeavor to turn

Vicksburg and get to Jackson by a very practicable route. If General Grant
can raise 60,000 men, which he says he can do, he cannot fail.

The enemy, owing to our late raids on them, have much reduced their force

at Vicksburg. They are cut off from all supplies from below ; so is Port Hudson.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?nd'g Mississijipi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Mississippi Squadron,
New Carthage, Mississippi River, April 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I passed the batteries at Vicksburg,
on the night of the 16th of April, with a large force for operations below. Three
army transports were prepared to resist shot, and accompanied the squadron. I

led in the Benton, and having drifted down on the batteries, got up with the
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first one without being discovered. At 11.16 p. m. the batteries opened on us;

we immediately responding with a rapid fire, the vessels of the squadron all in

line following our example.

The enemy lighted up the river on both sides, and we were fair targets for

them. Still, we received but little damage. The squadron was under fire for

two hours and thirty minutes. No one was killed, and only eight wounded

—

the greatest number on board this ship, which, being ahead, received a concen-

trated fire. An army transport, the Henry Clay, was sunk by a heavy shot.

The Forest Queen, transport, became temporarily disabled, and was turned into

safe quarters by the Tuscumbia.
The fire from the forts was heavy and rapid, but was replied to with such

spirit that the aim of the enemy was not as good as usual.

The conduct of all the commanders met my entire approbation. All the ves-

sels were ready for service half an hour after passing the batteries.

I had the Indianola examined to day. She is much shattered. The rebels

got her two 9-inch guns. One 11-inch gun was burst, and is lying on deck;
the other fell overboard, and now lies alongside, in nine feet water.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississipjn Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Sorter.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag- Ship Benton, Nciv Carthage, Mississippi, April 19, 1863.

Sir : Being anxious to send back despatches by General Grant, I wrote you
a short report. I omitted to state the number and names of the vessels com-
posing this expedition, as my letter would go through the Memphis post office

;

and as I have no great confidence in that department, I omitted names and num-
bers from prudential motives.

The following is the order in which the vessels started, fifty yards apart

:

Benton, Lieutenant Commander Green ; Lafayette, Captain Walke, with the

General Price lashed on starboard side; Louisville, Lieutenant Commander
Owen; Mound City, Lieutenant Wilson ; Pittsburg, Lieutenant Hoel ; Caron-
delet, Lieutenant Murphy; and Tuscumbia, Lieutenant Commander Shirk; also

the tug Ivy, lashed to the Benton. The three army transports were in the rear

of the above-mentioned vessels, and the Tuscumbia was placed astern of all, to

see that the transports did not turn back. This duty Lieutenant Commander
Shirk performed handsomely. Two of the transports, when firing became heavy,

attempted to run upstream, but Lieutenant Commander Shirk drove them back,

and staid behind them until the Forest Queen was disabled. He then took her

in tow and placed her out of reach of the enemy's shot. All the vessels, except

the Benton, took in tow coal barges, containing each ten thousand bushels of

coal, and all except the Lafayette brought them safely past the batteries. Hav-
ing the General Price alongside, the Lafayette did not manage very well, and the

coal barge got adrift, but was afterwards picked up at Carthage. The Louis-

ville, Lieutenant Commander Owen, lost hers in the "melee," but picked it up
again while under fire.

The Benton was beautifully handled by her pilot, Mr. Williams, who was also

in the Essex when she ran the batteries. He kept the vessel's guns bearing on
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the town and water batteries all the time while drifting down. The guns of the

Benton fired over eighty shell, well directed to the town and batteries.

The Pittsburg, Lieutenant Hoel ; Tuscumbia, Lieutenant Commander Shirk;

and Mound City, Lieutenant Wilson, were more fortunate than the others in not
turning round as they came by, although no ill results happened to those ves-

sels that did turn.

The pilots were deceived by a large fire started on the side opposite to Vicks-
burg by the rebels for the purpose of showing the vessels more plainly^-fires

being started on both sides of the river at once.

Altogether, we were very fortunate. The vessels had some narrow escapes,

but were saved, in most instances, by the precautions taken to protect them.
They were covered with heavy logs and bales of wet hay, which were found to

be an excellent defence.

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of all the commanders. They
carried out my orders to the best of their ability, having great difficulties to con
tend with—strong currents and dangerous eddies, glaring tires in every direc-

tion that bothered the pilots, smoke almost enveloping the squadron, and a very
heavy fire on vessels that were fair targets for the enemy. I have no cause to

be dissatisfied with the result. No one was killed ; only one or two badly

wounded, and only twelve casualties in all. Most of the wounded are walking
about.

The shot the enemy fired were of the heaviest calibre, and some of excellent

pattern. They came on board, but did no material damage beyond smashing
the bulwarks.

I am in hopes soon to have some of our monitors down here, and if they are

properly built we can silence some of the batteries at Vicksburg.

'I am happy to inform you that no lives were lost on the transport Henry Clay,

which was burned and sunk passing the batteries. We picked most of the crew
up, and others got away in the yawl.

I enclose reports of the commanders of the different vessels, and also copy of

general order issued in reference to the running of the batteries.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Instructions to commanders of vessels relative to passing the Vicksburg batteries.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, April 10, 1863.

Sir: You will prepare your vessels for passing the batteries at Vicksburg,

taking every precaution possible to protect the hull and machinery against any
accidental shot.

When the vessels do move, it will be at night, and in the following order:

Benton, Lafayette, Price, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, Carondelet, other

vessels that may arrive hereafter, and army transports, passing as fast as they

can. Every vessel will take in tow a coal barge, to be carried on the starboard

side. No lights will be shown on any part of the ship. All ports will be cov-

ered up until such time as the vessels open fire, which they will do when their

broadsides bear upon the town, or when it can be safely done without interfer-

ing with the pilot or endangering the other vessels. Before starting the houi

of departure will be given, and every vessel will have her fires well ignited, so

that they will show as little smoke as possible.
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On approaching the batteries every vessel will exhaust in the wheel, so as to

make but little noise.

If any vessel should receive such damage as to cause her to be in a sinking

condition, the best plan will be to land her on the island below the canal. The
vessels must not crowd each other, nor fire their bow guns when abreast of the

town or batteries. Fifty yards is the closest they should be to each other.

After rounding the point below, and being clear of the shoal water, hug the

shore enough (or the side opposite Vicksburg) to get into the shade of the

trees, and hide the hulls of the vessels. The crew must work the guns with-

out light on the deck, and all the guns must be set for about nine hundred
yards, which will reach light field-pieces and infantry. Fire shell, and some-

times grape. Don't fire after passing the town and main batteries—the lower

batteries are not worth noticing. When arrived below Warrenton, the flag-ship

Benton will burn a Coston signal, when each vessel will hoist a red light, that

I may know who is missing.

The sterns of the vessels must be protected securely against raking shot.

The coal barges must be so arranged that they can be easily cut adrift.

No vessel must run directly astern of the other, so that in case of the head-

most vessel stopping, the sternmost one will not run into her.

In case any vessel should ground under the enemy's batteries at Vicksburg
with no prospect of getting off, she must be set fire to thoroughly, and com-
pletely destroyed.

Avoid running on the sunken levees opposite Vicksburg.
Very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Commanders of Benton, Lafayette, Price, Louisiana, Mound City, Pittsburg,

Carondelet, and Tuscumbia.

Reportfrom Captain Walke.

United States Gunboat Lafayette,
Diamond Island Bend, Below Vicksburg, April 17, 1S63.

SlR: I have most respectfully to report that, in obedience to your orders of

the 10th instant, the gunboat Lafayette, now under my command, passed the

batteries at Vicksburg last night, accompanying you with the following portions

of your fleet, viz: Benton, (flag,) Lafayette, (towing a coal barge and the Gen-
eral Price,) Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, Carondelet, and three transports,

namely: Forest Queen, Henry Clay, and Silver Wave, all of which passed
safely down to this point with but trifling injury, except the transport Henry
Clay, which caught fire and was burned, and the Forest Queen, which received
a shot between wind and water, and was obliged to come to below Vicksburg.
The Lafayette received nine effective round and rifle cannon shots through

her casemates while closely engaged with the rebel batteries. She was struck
first in the port waist with a 100-pounder rifle shot, which passed through ob-

liquely from forward aft to the starboard casemate. The second, a 32-pounder,
struck upon the same plate at right angles, passing through and breaking upon
the iron-work and our stern capstan over the boilers. The third, a 100-pounder
rifle, through the port wheel-house, port pitman, and through the cylinder

timbers and starboard side. Fourth, a 100-pounder rifle, through the lower
edge of the iron plating forward of the port wheel-house amidships into the

sponsel, a few feet short of the port cylinder, in a direct line. Fifth, a 32-

pounder, on port side, abaft the wheel-house, through plating. Sixth, a 32-

31 N
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pounder, on the port bow, through plating, broken. Seventh, a glance shot on
the starboard bow port. Eighth, a glance shot on hog chain, bending in and
through the upper pilot-house. Ninth, grape-shot through smoke-pipe ; barge
and mainmast slightly injured by shell. In consequence of the difficulty in

seeing our position while passing in the smoke, fire, and noise, with the coal

barge and Price alongside, she being reported on fire twice, the Lafayette came
near running into the bank under the batteries at Vicksburg, which enabled

the enemy to take unerring aim for the short time we were there. We returned

the fire at the same time, but the fighting bolts of our 24-pounder broke adrift.

The safety of the vessel being paramount to all other advantages that could

be derived from random shot, with the Louisville afoul of us, and the other

gunboats passing us, I discontinued our firing after one or two rounds. The
coal barge was sunk by a shot in her bow. The Price cast off after we passed

the batteries, and we arrived safely at this place without the loss of a man
killed or wounded. We left the Yazoo river at 9.30 p. m., and arrived here at

1.30 a. in., being under fire one hour and twenty minutes.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. WALKE,
Captain United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. N.,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report from Acting Lieutenant S. E. Woodworth.

New Carthage, April 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report my safe arrival at this place with the United
States steamer General Price, having passed the batteries at Vicksburg without

the loss of a man, and but three slightly wounded. The Price is badly cut up
in her upper works, particularly the ward-room and steerage, two 7^-inch rifle

shell having exploded inside, destroying the officer's quarters and setting the

vessel on fire twice. We were struck by thirteen different shot and shell and
many musket balls.

While drifting down river, to enable the Lafayette to fire her guns, the Lou-

isville ran into my quarter and stove one of my boats, at the same time obliged

me to cast off from the Lafayette and make the rest of the trip alone, the coal

barge between us being stove by a shell bursting in it.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SELIM E. WOODWORTH,
Commanding United States Steamer Price.

Admiral D. D. Portrr,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Reportfrom Lieutenant Commander James A. Greer.

United States Steamer Benton,
New Carthage, Louisiana, April 17, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following: This vessel, bearing your flag, got

under way from our anchorage, near the mouth of the Yazoo, yesterday evening

at 9.15, and slowly steamed down towards Vicksburg. At 11.10 the enemy
opened fire upon us with musketry from the upper batteries. At 11.16 the

batteries opened upon us, firing slowly at first, but continuing to fire more rap-
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idly as we passed by. At 11.23 we opened upon the batteries and town with

the forward and port batteries. We passed within forty yards of the town, and
could hear the rattling of falling walls after our fires. At 11.52 the enemy
ceased firing upon us. At 1.15 a. m. we passed Warrenton, not a shot being

fired at us. At 2.10 came to anchor twelve miles above New Carthage.

We expended the following projectiles: Eighteen 9-inch 5" shells; three

9-inch shrapnell; sixteen 5" 42-pounder rifle shell; two 32-pounder 5" shell;

twenty-three stands 32-pounder grape; a total of eighty- one shots.

The damages sustained were as follows : One 32-pounder round shot passed

through the corner of the broadside and after casemate, grazed the coamings of

the pitman hole and struck the "cylinder timber, " and entered about four inches,

glanced back, and into a state-room.

A large rifle shot struck the port casemate about six inches above the upper
after corner of No. 8 port, passing through the two and a half inch iron, splin-

tering the wood all the way through, and knocking off the planking on the in-

side six feet in length and six feet wide.

Another shot struck the forward side of No. 7 port, shattering the casemate,

and then glanced up and tore away the hammock nettings about the gangway.
A 10- inch solid round shot struck the port casemate about four feet from the

spar deck, and about six inches from the angle of the forward casemate, passing

through the light iron and shattering the casemate from top to bottom, and six

feet fore and aft.

Another struck a chain cable which was suspended over the casemate, cutting

the chain. All the damages were on the port side.

The casualties were one officer, Acting Ensign E. C. Brennen, and four men
wounded.

Enclosed I send the assistant surgeon's report. T desire to call your atten-

tion to the good conduct of Mr. Brennen until he fell at his post.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES A. GREER,
Lieutenant Commander.

David D. Porter,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Comldg Mississippi Squadron.

hist of casualties on the Benton.

United States Gunboat Benton,
Mississippi Squadron, April 17, 1863.

SiR : I have the honor to report the following casualties on board this vessel

while passing the batteries in front of Vicksburg, April 17, 1863:
Edward C. Brennen, acting ensign, flesh wound in right thigh ; Charles Duss,

seaman, left leg shot away, amputation performed below knee joint ; William
N. Taylor, landsman, wound from musket ball in left groin, severe, but not con-

sidered dangerous ; Charles Hillyer, private, company F, 58th Ohio volunteers,

contused wound from splinter, slight. The above are the only accidents which

incapacitated any of the crew for duty.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

NEWTON L. BATES,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

Lieut. Com'dr James A. Greer, U. S.N.,

Co?n?nanding United States Gunboat Benton.



466 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Report of Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen.

United States Steamer Louisville,

Off New Carthage, Louisiana, April 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report the safe arrival of this vessel below the

Vicksburg and Warreuton batteries. We were struck but four times, no shot

doing any damage whatever.

In consequence of being misled by the bright light on the right-hand shore, I

was compelled to make two full turns in the river abreast the light, and could

fire but six shots.

I enclose reports of the gunner and carpenter.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. K. OWEN,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S.N.,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander James JV. Shirk.

United States Ship Tuscumbia,
Carthage, Louisiana, April 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report : In obedience to your
orders I got under way on the evening of the 16th instant, in the United States

steamer Tuscumbia, under my command,.and took my position in the line of

yessels which were to pass the batteries of Vicksburg. We were to bring up
the rear.

At 10.3 p. m. the three transports, Silver Wave, Forest Queen, and Henry
Clay, having taken their position ahead of us, we started down the river, going

very slow until we reached the head of the "canal," opposite Vicksburg. Here
we overtook the leading vessels. From this place we drifted down the river

until we reached the head of the " point." The enemy opened fire about ten

minutes before this, and caused a large fire to be kindled on the point, thus

bringing the fleet into full relief between the shore batteries and the light, causing

everything to be seen as plainly as in the open day.

Here I saw that two of the transports had their bows up stream, and were
going ahead. Although your written order said that I was to "pass as fast"

as I could, you had verbally informed me that I was to be the " whipper in" to

the fleet. I knew that the passage of the batteries by the transports was essen-

tial to the complete success of your plans. Under these circumstances I deemed
it my duty to remain astern of them, and if I saw any hesitation to pass, or

inclination to go back, on their part, to force them to obey their orders. I

therefore stopped, under the very heavy fire of the enemy, until the transport

Henry Clay was set on fire, and the Forest Queen had turned around.

As we rounded the lower end of the "point," and were drifting, in order to

keep our place in line, we struck the Louisiana bank of the river. We soon got

off' without any damage. As we were backing to get our bow down stream, we
got foul o( the transport Forest Queen, and the two vessels remained close to-

gether for some five or six minutes. This collision caused the rebels great

rejoicing, as was made evident to us by their loud cheering, apparently right

over our heads. For a few minutes the fire from shore seemed to be concentrated

upon the Tuscumbia and Forest Queen, but providentially none of the shots

did much damage. We were struck here on our port bow, below the water-line,
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starting seven planks and causing the vessel to leak freely. I started the

forward force and syphon pumps, and soon had it under control.

After getting clear, we continued drifting down (as I did not want to pass

the Forest Queen, and she was disabled by her steam-pipe being cut) until we
were out of their fire. We passed the transport just below the mouth of the

canal. I then turned around and went back, and took the Forest Queen in

tow, and landed her on the Louisiana shore. She had fourteen inches of water

in her, and her machinery was disabled.

Passing Warrenton I threw into the town an Xl-inch shrapnell, which was
quickly replied to by six discharges from not more than four light guns. I

then gave them another shrapnell, and passed on until I reached the fleet, where
I anchored near the United States steamer Benton, your flag-ship.

In addition to the shot under the bow already mentioned, a six-inch shot

struck the iron "chock," or "lug," that supports the rail upon which the star-

board port of the after casemate travels, making an indentation of an inch.

To the officers and men whom I have the honor to command great praise is

due for their spirit and bravery exhibited upon this occasion. Most of them
liad never been under fire before, but I have no fault to find with any of them.

When all did their duty so well, it would be invidious to make distinction. I

must, however, bring to your notice the good services rendered me by Acting
Master A. F. Tayon, the executive officer of this ship ; Acting Ensign Thomas
M. Farrell, who commanded the port Xl-inch gun, (the only one engaged ;)

Assistant Paymaster George A. Lyon, United States navy, who acted as my
aid on this occasion, and Pilots Joseph McCammant and Isaac N. Ashton.

I am happy to say there were no casualties on board of this ship.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

JAMES W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. N.,

Cqm'dg U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flag- Ship Benton.

Reportfro?n Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson.

United States Gunboat Mound City,

New Carthage, Mississippi, April 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this vessel got under way about nine

o'clock last evening, and took her position in line for passing and fighting the

Vicksburg batteries.

After passing the upper end of the canal we merely drifted down the river,

and at 11 p.m. turned the right-hand point just above Vicksburg, which brought
us in full view of the batteries.

We continued drifting down, never turning a wheel, and when nearly abreast

of the heaviest battery in the heart of the city, a huge bonfire was kindled on
the opposite point, making it almost as light as day. At this time I was obliged

to pass the Lafayette, Price, and Louisville, in order to keep from turning round
or becoming unmanageable, as they appeared to be.

While we were in the vicinity of this light we were made a splendid target

for the enemy, who availed himself of the opportunity by sending a 10-inch

shot through both casemates, passing out through the iron on the starboard side,

wounding four (4) men. Besides this, we were struck four times while abreast

these batteries, but sustained no injury from them.
As soon as we were able to bring our port broadside guns to bear, we put five
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second shot into their batteries, and when nearest the city gave them grape, and
all, I think, with good effect, for we passed so slowly and leisurely that we
could not help getting good aim.

At 12.50 we were struck on the port quarter by a random shot from the

Warrenton batteries, which did no harm. We did not throw away any ammu-
nition on this place, as it was too small an affair. The officers and men behaved
splendidly. I herewith enclose the surgeon's report.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

List of casualties on the Mound City.

United States Steamer Mound City,
Mississippi River, April 17, 1863.

Sir : The following casualties occurred on board this vessel while passing

the batteries of Vicksburg

:

John Kelly, ship's painter, wounded ; James Denty, cockswain first cutter,

wounded ; Swain Anderson, seaman, slightly wounded ; Adam Isenberger,

private, company B, 58th regiment Ohio volunteers, slightly wounded.
Very respectfully,

THOMAS RICE,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, United States Navy.

Lieutenant Byron Wilson,
Com'dg United States Steamer Mound City.

Report from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant IF. R. Hoel.

United States Steamer Pittsburg,
James's Plantation, Mississippi River, April 17, 1863.

Sir: In running past the batteries at Vicksburg and Warrenton last night,

I have the gratification to report no casualties occurred on board this vessel,

neither did she receive any serious damage from the enemy's fire. She was
struck but seven times ; five of the shot passing through her upper works, the

other two struck in the logs which I had triced up (by your order) on the port

quarter for the protection of the magazine. One of the shots struck immediately

at the water-line, and had it not been for the logs would, undoubtedly, have
passed into the magazine. On the passage past the batteries I fired forty-three

rounds of 5" and 10" shells and one stand of grape.

I have the satisfaction to report that both officers and men behaved gallantly,

and that I feel proud to have the honor of commanding them.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. R. HOEL,
Act\g Vol. Lieut. Com'dg.

David D. Porter,
AcVg Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Miss. Squadron.
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Reportfrom, Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy.

United States Gunboat Oarondelet,
Abreast of Ion Plantation, Mississippi River, April 17, 1863.

Admiral: I have the honor to report the successful passage of this vessel

by the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries last night, in compliance with your

written instructions of the 10th instant, and to enclose herewith copies of the

statements of the several subordinate officers, from which you will be enabled

to gather, in detail, the slight disasters and casualties of the occasion.

Opposite to the burning house on the right bank we were compelled to make
a turn in the river, and although we were exposed to a heavy, concentrated fire

for nearly an hour, I attribute to this fortunate pirouette the destruction of the

enemy's ranges at us. Abreast of the Warrenton battery we responded to three

shots. During the engagement the two 8-inch guns and the rifled 42 pounder
of the port battery were the only ones used ; these were in charge of Acting
Ensign Charles H. Amerman, and were well served.

The coal barge which was assigned to onr care was towed safely, and is now
moored to the bank without leak or damage.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McLEOD MURPHY.
AcVg Lieut. U. S. N. Com'dg.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com'dg U. S. Miss. Squadron.

List of casualties.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Mississippi River, New Carthage, April 17, 1863.

Sir : The following is a list of the men wounded in the Mississippi squadron
while passing by the batteries at Vicksburg last night

:

On the United States steamer Benton, Assistant Surgeon N. L. Bates : Ed.
C. Brennan, acting engineer, flesh wound in thigh, severe ; Chas. Doss, seaman,
left leg shot away, amputation below knee ; Wm. N. Taylor, landsman, wound
from musket ball in left groin, severe but not dangerous; Charles Hillyer,

private, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers, splinter wound, not severe.

On the United States steamer Oarondelet, Assistant Surgeon D. R. Bannan

:

John Dorman, seaman, shell wound in face, slight; John Falian, seaman, con-
tusion from splinter in groin, not serious ; Ray Cutler, seaman, splinter wound
in neck ; Geo. Fisher, seaman, splinter wound in face.

On the United States steamer Mound City, Acting Assistant Surgeon Thomas
Rice : John Kelly, carpenter, splinter wound of leg, severe ; James Deuty, cock-
swain, contusion of shoulder, severe; S. Anderson, seaman, splinter wound in

abdomen; Adam Isenheizer, private, Co. B, 58th Ohio, contusion of face, slight.

The gunboats Lafayette, Pittsburg, General Price, and Louisville had none
of their crews injured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. BERTOLETTE,
Surgeon U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.
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OPERATIONS AT GRAND GULF.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,

Off New Carthage, April 24, 1863.

Sir : The rest of the squadron is now at Grand Gulf, waiting for the army to

make a move. The enemy have heavily fortified Grand Gulf since the passage

down of the Hartford, and are still working night and day to make the place

impregnable, if they have time.

I went close to the upper battery on the 22d, in the Lafayette, and drove the

men out of the works, and the vessels are now so arranged that they command
the upper battery, mounting four heavy guns, and the mouth of Black river,

through which ammunition and supplies are brought down, and by which the

rebels have hitherto obtained supplies from Red river.

General Grant comes over here to-night, and I may know something more of

his plans.

I did not wish to leave here to communicate with Admiral Farragut until I

have landed the army safely on the other side of the river. When that is done,

I shall feel at liberty to go below with all but two vessels, and take charge

of the river, from Bed river up.

The rebels have fortified Grand Gulf so strongly that I do not deem it pru-

dent to let one or two vessels go by, for I cannot get them up again against the

current. When we do move it must be a combined attack, and one that cannot

fail. The enemy have already 12,000 men at Grand Gulf, and are throwing in

more with all the rapidity they can.

Until our communication is fairly opened with the other side by water the

army can move but slowly ; they have now to depend on us for coal barges to

get them over the bayous and other streams, and all the provisions they have is

what we brought down in the transports, seven of which have run the blockade.

They were mostly damaged in machinery, but the engineers of the squadron

have repaired them so that they can run. I have six weeks' provisions and
coal, and have made arrangements to have supplies sent through by some means.

We will have to build a railroad, which will much facilitate matters. No one

could imagine, unless they saw it, the difficulties of transportation ; still I hope

we will overcome it all, and though, at present, I see no certainty of a success-

ful landing of our army on the Mississippi side, yet nothing will be left undone
by me to facilitate it.

The portion of the squadron now here cannot ever return above Vicksburg
until that place is taken. It can, however, be maintained below, with great

labor, and kept in active service on the river, provided that no damage is re-

ceived in the machinery.

I shall endeavor to get our floating machine shop through, when we can repair

almost any injury.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Co??i'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,

CAPTURE OF THE BATTERIES AT GRAND GULF, MISSISSIPPI.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Below Grand Gulf, April 29, 1863.

Sir : I had the honor of sending you a telegraph announcing that we had
fought the batteries at Grand Gulf for five hours and thirty-five minutes with
partial success.
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Grand Gulf has been very strongly fortified since Admiral Farragut went
down, to prevent his coming up again; and four batteries (some of very heavy
guns) are placed at the distance of a quarter of a mile apart, on high points, and
completely command the river. I ordered the Louisville, Carondelet, Mound
City, and Pittsburg to lead the way, and attack the lower batteries, while the

Tuscumbia, Benton, and Lafayette attacked the upper ones—the Lafayette

lying in an eddy and fighting stern down stream. The vessels below silenced

the lower batteries, and then closed up on the upper one, which had been hotly

engaged by the Benton and Tuscumbia, both ships suffering severely in killed

and wounded. The Pittsburg came up just at the moment when a large shell

passed through the Benton's pilot-house, wounding the pilot, Mr. Williams, and
disabling the wheel. This made the vessel unmanageable for a short time, and
she drifted down to the lower batteries, which she opened upon while repairing

damages.
The Pittsburg, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, for a short time bore the

brunt of the fire, and lost eight killed and sixteen wounded. The Tuscumbia
was cut up a great deal, (and proved herself a poor ship in a hot engagement.)

As the fire of the upper battery slackened, (I presume from want of ammuni-
tion,) I passed up a short distance above the fort to communicate with General
Grant, to see whether he thought proper to send the troops in the transports by
the battery, under what was rather a feeble return to our fire. He concluded to

land the troops, and march them across by a road two miles long, coming out

below the batteries. As there was a prospect of expending a good deal of am-
munition on the upper battery without being able to occupy it if it was silenced,

the vessels moved up stream again by signal without being much fired at, or

receiving any damage, while the enemy had a raking fire on them.
I then sent down Captain Walke, in the Layfayette, to prevent them from

repairing damages, which they were doing with great diligence. He opened on
them, to which they responded a few times, and finally left the fort, when he
fired at intervals of five minutes until dark.

At 6 o'clock p. m. I again got under way (with the transports following us)

and attacked the batteries again, the transports all passing safely down under
cover of our fire. We are now in a position to make a landing when the general

pleases. I should have preferred this latter course in the first instance; it would
have saved many lives, and many hard knocks. The Benton received forty-

seven shots in her hull alone, not counting the damage done above her rail, but
she was just as good for a fight when she got through as when she commenced.

All the vessels did well, though it was the most difficult portion of the river

in which to manage an iron-clad—strong currents (running six knots) and strong

eddies turning them round and round, making them fair targets, and the Ben-
ton's heavy plates did not stand the heavy shot, which, in many instances, bored
her through.

The Tuscumbia showed great weakness as a fighting ship, though her com-
mander did his best to keep her in a position where she did excellent service.

The current turned her round and round, exposing her at every turn. It was
a hard fight, and a long one, on both sides. The enemy fought his upper bat-

tery with a desperation I have never yet witnessed, for though we engaged him
at a distance of fifty yards, we never fairly succeeded in stopping his fire but for

a short time. It was remarkable we did not disable his guns, but though we
knocked the parapets pretty much to pieces, the guns were apparently uninjured,

The conduct of the officers and men met with my warmest admiration. I
will leave to the commanders of the vessels the pleasure of mentioning those
under them who merited it.

I beg leave to mention favorably my secretary, Mr. Guild, who took the

minutes of the action ; my signal officer, Ensign Hunt ; my aid, Ensign Brown,
who was wounded, and Surgeon Bt;rtolette, of the Black Hawk, who devoted
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himself to the wounded. It will not, I am sure, be an invidious distinction if I

mention the handsome manner in which Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. B,.

Hoel handled and fought the Pittsburg. I was much indebted to him for so

promptly taking the place of the Benton when the loss of our wheel made us
turn down stream.

All the commanders fought their ships gallantly, and, I think, effectively.

The gentleman mentioned had the advantage of being one of the best pilots on
the river, and knew exactly where to place his ship. I only hope I may always
go into a fight with as good officers to back me.
The following is a list of the vessels engaged, and their commanders : Benton,

Lieutenant Commander James A. Greer ; Lafayette, Captain Henry Walke

;

Louisville, Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen ; Tuscumbia, Lieutenant Com-
mander James W. Shirk ; Mound City, Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson

;

Carondelet, Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy ; Pittsburg, Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant W. R. Hoel. The General Price, Commander Selim E. Woodworth,
was engaged in carrying troops and towing transports past the batteries.

The squadron has been six hours and a half to-day under a hot and well-

directed fire, and is ready to commence at daylight in the morning. I will send

a list of killed and wounded the first opportunity. No naval officers were killed

or severely wounded. In our attack to-night only one man killed. He was on
the Mound City.

I remain, sir, very respectfully,

, DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n

,dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Henry Walke.

Mississippi Squadron,
U. S. Gunboat Lafayette, off Grand Gulf, May 1, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report the particulars of the attack made by the

Mississippi squadron on the morning of the 29th ultimo, in obedience to your
general order of the 27th ultimo, so far as it came under my observation.

About 7 o'clock a. m. of the 29th ultimo the fleet got under way, in answer
to your signals, and proceeded down to the rebel batteries of Grand Gulf in the

following order : The Pittsburg led the attack with this vessel, which rounded
to above the upper batteries, and opened a brisk fire upon the enemy with her

100-pounder rifle guns until the remainder of the fleet had passed down and
taken their position, viz : Pittsburg, Louisville, Mound City, and Carondelet,

attacking the lower batteries, while the Benton, (flag,) Lafayette, and Tuscumbia
engaged the upper batteries. Each vessel rounded to against the enemy's bat-

teries in order, and kept up a heavy firing with their broadside and bow guns as

they were brought to bear upon the enemy. The Lafayette, after firing 35

rounds of 100-pounder rifle shell and shot, turned her broadside and 11-inch

bow guns upon them, firing with good effect, apparently, until about 10 o'clock

a. m. The admiral hoisted the guard flag (a preconcerted signal) for the Lafay-

ette to change her position from before the upper batteries to the lower batteries,

where she proceeded, and continued firing her 11-inch bow guns and her 9-inch

100-pounder rifle guns, and 24 pounder howitzer from the starboard broadside,

thus continuing a vigorous and effective firing upon all the batteries, which,

while we passed up with the rest of the fleet, were silenced. All the fleet

passed above, except the Tuscumbia, landing at Ruth's plantation, in obedience
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to your signal. The Lafayette was struck by cannon shot about forty times

during the day, five of which only did any serious damage.

I enclose our carpenter's, gunner's, and engineer's reports. Expended 160
11-inch shell and shrapnell, 28 9-inch, 50 rifle, and 10 24-pounder howitzer.

The officers and crew of the vessel deserve my highest praise for their cool-

ness, courage, active and excellent conduct during the five hours and five

minutes fighting, none of whom, thank God, were hurt, but Lieutenant William
T. Suttrell, slightly wounded.
At 3 p. m. we observed the enemy repairing their shattered batteries, and, by

your order, the Lafayette ran down, and with a few rounds from her bow guns
silenced the upper battery and dispersed the rebels, after which we turned her
100 -pounder rifle guns upon them, firing at five minute intervals until 8 o'clock

p. m., when we anchored and piped to supper.

At 9 p. m. the fleet, with some transports, were observed coming down the

river slowly, weighed anchor, beat to quarters, and, for a diversion, opened a
brisk fire upon the upper battery with our 100-pounder rifles. While passing

they fired into all the batteries, and the Lafayette followed in the rear, and
came to at this plantation, without any serious casualty except several shot

through our iron and into our casemating.

Most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

H. WALKE,
Captain United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Reports of Lieutenant Cojnmander James A. Greer.

United States Flag-Ship Benton,
Brainsburg, Mississippi, April 30, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following: At 7.45 yesterday evening this

vessel, bearing your flag, got under way and stood out into the stream. At
8.28 stood down towards Grand Gulf, followed by the gunboats and transports.

As we approached the bluffs, at 8.48, the enemy opened fire upon us, to which
we responded with our bow guns ; we then rounded to and engaged the batteries,

using bow and starboard guns when they would bear. At 9.43, the transports

all having passed, dropped slowly down the river, and tied up to the Louisiana

shore, about four miles below Grand Gulf.

We were struck six times ; lost a boat that was astern, and had no one injured.

The following ammunition was expended : Fourteen 5-second 9-inch shells

;

five 10-second 9-inch shells ; one 5-second 42-pounder rifle shell ; three 10-second

42-pounder rifle shells ; eight 10-second 32-pounder shells—a total of thirty-

one fires.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. A. GREER,

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Coinmanding.

United States Flag-Ship Bentont
,

Brainsburg, April 30, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following : This vessel, bearing your flag, got

under way yesterday morning at 6.40 and headed up stream. After getting
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the fleet in line, we, at 7.30, slowly steamed down towards the batteries at

Grand Gulf. At 7.55 the enemy opened fire on the leading vessel. At 8.13

we opened fire from the forward battery upon the guns on the bluff; rounded
to with head up stream, and kept firing whenever a gun would bear, the enemy
responding. While near the shore the enemy fired upon us with musketry.

At 9 a shell penetrated the thin iron on our starboard quarter, and exploded in

a state-room, setting it on fire ; it was speedily extinguished. At 9.05 a shell

from No. 5 gun carried away the enemy's flagstaff; it was soon replaced. At
10.10, having gotten into an eddy, were obliged to round out; did so, and fired

with our port and stern guns when they would bear. We, in turning round,

dropped down stream fifteen hundred yards, and ran into the bank to aid us in

turning round. We then steamed up to the batteries on the bluff again, and con-

tinued the engagement. At 12.25 rounded out and stood up stream to com-
municate with General Grant, who was on a tug. While going up used our

stern guns. At 12.50 the enemy ceased firing at us, this vessel having been
under fire four hours and eleven minutes. At 1.57 tied up to the bank at Hard
Times landing; the other vessels, except the Tuscumbia, following our motions.

The following ammunition was expended : seventy 9-inch 5-second shells

;

forty 9-inch 5-second shrapnell; twenty-nine 9-inch grape, seven 9-inch canister
;

forty-five 5-second 42-pounder rifle shells ; one 10-second 42-pounder rifle

shell ; sixty-nine 5-second 32-pounder canister ; thirty 10-second 32-pounder

shells; five 32-pounder solid shots; eleven 32-pounder canister ; twenty-three

32-pounder grape ; nine 50-pounder rifle shells ; eight 50-pounder solid shots

—

a total of three hundred, and forty-seven fires. We were struck forty-seven

times—once in the hull, twenty- two times on casemates, and twenty-four times

in upper works. The -|-inch iron was penetrated twelve times ; the 22-inch

iron four times, three of which came entirely through the casemate. One shot

went through the l£-inch iron on after part of pilot-house and lodged inside,

wounding a pilot and shattering the wheel.

The casualties were seven men killed and nineteen persons wounded, four of

whom were officers. Accompanying I enclose surgeon's report.

All the officers and men behaved well, and it would be difficult to particu-

larize, yet 1 cannot pass without calling your attention to the good conduct of

Acting Ensign J. F. Reed, who shot down the rebel flagstaff, and was wounded
while serving his gun.

Acting Master and Executive Officer Charles A.Wright is deserving of much
credit for the able manner in which he worked the batteries and fought a gun.

Gunner N. B. Willetts served a 9-inch gun with great efficiency.

The pilots, Messrs. B. S. Williams and W. F. Tuley, are deserving of great

credit for the coolness and efficiency they displayed in the working of the

vessel. Mr. Williams was wounded in the early part of the action. Mr. Tuley
then took charge, and with a shattered wheel managed the vessel very hand-

somely.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. A. GREER,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Casualties on the Benton.

United States Gunboat Benton,
Mississippi Squadron, April 30, 1863.

Sir: The casualties in the engagement at Grand Gulf, Mississippi, yester-

day are as follows :
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Killed.—William H. Kinney, captain of hold ; James Floyd, seaman ; Michael

Mahony, ordinary seaman ; Henry Bostun, sergeant, Co. F, 58th Ohio volun-

teers ; Jacob Wooley, sergeant, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers ; Riley Suttles,

private, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers ; George D. Saas, private, Co. G, 58th

Ohio volunteers.

Wounded.—Jacob Herring, first lieutenant, Co. G, 58th Ohio volunteers,

wound of left knee, compound fracture of left forearm, amputation of thigh
;

Beverly S. Williams, pilot, wound of left foot, severe ; J. Frank Reed, acting

ensign, scalp wound and contusions ; George M. Brown, ensign, flesh wound,
slight ; Henry Harming, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers, wound of head, serious

;

Francis G. Holmes, seaman, fracture of fibula and dislocation of ankle joint;

Charles P. Simpson, captain after guard, flesh wound, slight ; William Wilson,

seaman, contusion, slight; George H. Brown, seaman, scalp wound, slight; Robert

Germain, seaman, scalp wound, slight; Henry Smith, seaman, flesh wound, slight

;

Patrick Hurley, seaman, flesh wound, slight; Archibald Taylor, corporal, Co.

F, 58th Ohio volunteers, contusion, slight ; Geor W. Sherlock, corporal, Co. F,

58th Ohio volunteers, contusion, slight; Solomon Lance, private, Co. F, 58th Ohio
volunteers, scalp wound ; Michael Engle, private, Co. G, 58th Ohio volunteers,

scalp wound ; S. J. Rhoades, private, Co. G, 58th Ohio volunteers, flesh wound,
abdomen ; Martin Bellers, private, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers, flesh wound and
contusion, severe ; John Brown, private, Co. F, 58th Ohio volunteers, severe

contusion and flesh wound.
Total : killed, seven ; wounded, nineteen.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

NEWTON L. BATES,
Assistant Surgeon, United States Navy.

Lieut. Com'dr Jas. A. Greer,
Corridg United States Gunboat Benton.

Report of Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen.

United States Steamer Louisville,

Off Bayou Pieri'e, Louisiana, April 30, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by
this vessel in the two actions of yesterday : At 7.15 a. m., in obedience to the

general signal, I got under way and took position in line of battle behind the

Pittsburg, and proceeded down towards the batteries at Grand Gulf. At 8.15

the enemy opened fire from the Point of Rocks battery, which was replied to

by this with bow and port broadside guns. Rounded to and opened fire

on the second battery, mounting three heavy pieces of ordnance and two field-

pieces. In conjunction with the other attacking vessels, this fort was silenced

about 11 o'clock. At 11.30, in obedience to orders, moved up and attacked the

Point of Rocks battery, at distances varying from three hundred to twelve

hundred yards. At 1.15 p. m. followed the motions of the flag-ship, in obe-

dience to signal, and made fast to the bank at 2.30 p. m. The enemy had in

their scattered batteries thirteen pieces of ordnance of different calibre, seven

being heavy, the other field artillery. At 8.30 p. m. got under way and took

position three hundred yards astern of the Benton. At 9.05 the enemy opened
fire from the Point of Rocks battery, and the lower batteries opened fire with

bow and broadside guns as they would bear upon the enemy's batteries. At
9 50 p. m. ceased firing, and followed the flag-ship Benton down the river. At
11 made fast to the Louisiana bank, at the Disharoon plantation.

I am happy to say no casualties occurred on board this vessel, and to express
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my great satisfaction at the conduct of the officers and men. We received but

seven shots, four in the hull and three in the light works of the ship. We
fired four hundred and forty-four shots during the two engagements—four

hundred and eighteen in the first, and twenty-six in the last. I send the report

of the gunner and carpenter.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. OWEN.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. JV. Shirk.

United States Ship Tuscumbia,
Mississippi River, below Grand Gulf, April 30, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by
this ship in yesterday's action between the squadron under your command and
the rebel batteries at Grand Gulf.

In obedience to your order we got under way at 7 a. m. and followed the

United States gunboat Mound City down the river. At 8.25 we engaged
the upper and heaviest fort, theJeading vessels having gone down to attack the

lower batteries. This ship devoted the whole of her time to the upper fort,

from positions above, below, and abreast of it, as the current and eddy made it

necessary for us to take, until, at 25 m. p. m., the port engine was disabled,

when we endeavored to pass above by using the propellers, but were unable to

stem the current. I therefore wTas compelled to drop down out of action to find

an anchorage.

During the early part of the fight a rifle shell struck the outer edge of the

port shutter of the midship port, opened it, and entering the turret exploded

inside, killing four men and wounding several others. Another shell struck

both shutters of the same port, jamming them so that they could not be used.

This deprived me of the use of the midship gun for the remainder of the action.

We used the starboard stern gun upon the lower battery, until a shell entered

the after turret and exploded, disabling every man at the gun but one.

The shell that exploded in the forward turret threw sparks of fire into the

shell-room and magazine passages. I most earnestly request that when an op-

portunity offers a different arrangement of these passages may be made.

We were struck very often upon the forward turret, but sustained no ma-
terial damage except the losing one plate of the armor overboard and the starting

of several more. The plates were never put on in a proper manner, and where-

ever a shot struck the armor the bolts were started. The light wood-work on
deck is completely riddled.

Great praise is due the officers and men of this ship for their gallantry and
spirit displayed throughout the fight. My thanks are due to the executive

officer, Acting Master A. F. Tayon, who ably seconded me during the battle;

also to Acting Ensigns Marshall, Earrell, Edson, and Dunlap, who had charge

of the guns; Assistant Paymaster George A. Lyon acted as my aid, taking

notes, until with my approbation he volunteered to assist the medical officer in

taking care of the wounded.
The engines were ably managed by Acting Chief Engineer J. W. Hartupes

and his assistants. Pilot Joseph McCammant did his duty faithfully at the

wheel until he was wounded and fainted from loss of blood. Pilot Isaac

Ashton performed his duty bravely and well during the whole of the fight.

Assistant Surgeon E. E. Potter was assiduous in his attention to the wounded.
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In conclusion, I have to report that the ship will need very extensive repairs

before she will again be able to run.

I am sorry to report a large number of casualties. Among the dead is First-

Lieutenant Samuel Bagsley, of the 29th regiment Illinois volunteers, who com-

manded a detachment of his company (company D) at present on duty on

board this ship. He was a brave and gallant soldier.

The ship was struck eighty-one (81) times by shot and shell. Grape and

shrapnell were also used upon us.

I enclose herewith reports from Assistant Surgeon Fred. E. Potter, United

States navy, the medical officer of the ship ; Acting Carpenter John Cronan,

and Acting Gunner Reuben Applegate.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

JAMES W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton.

Casualties on the Tuscumbia.

United States Steamer Tuscumbia,
April 30, 1863.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties as having occurred on board

this vessel in the action of yesterday :

Killed.—-Samuel Bagsley, first lieutenant, company D, 29th regiment Illi-

nois volunteers; Henri Loquet, ordinary seaman; John Manly, officers' cook;

William H. Wright, landsman; Francis Adams, ordinary seaman.

Wounded.—James Marshall, acting ensign, contusion of left forearm; A.
H. Edson, acting ensign, contusion of forearm and elbow; Joseph McCam-
mant, pilot, flesh wound left leg; Ernest Clark, acting master's mate, contusion

of neck and right thigh; Reinhardt Underberg, seaman, compound commuted
fracture frontal bone with hernia cerebri, wounds of right forearm, wrist, and
left eye ; Michael Dinnan, quartermaster, compound commuted fracture of left

parietal bone, with hernia cerebri; John Campbell, ordinary seaman, compound
commuted fracture of right temporal bone, with hermia cerebri; Michael Kearns,

seaman, wound of right dorsal region; Gustavus Hastings, private, company D,
twenty-ninth regiment Illinois volunteers, wound of left thigh ; William Flinn,

landsman, right eye and root of neck ; Thomas Mears, landsman, left side of abdo-

men and left forearm; Edward Brown, private, company D, twenty-ninth regi-

ment Illinois volunteers, wound of superciliam, and left forearm ; Robert Storey,

seaman, wound of right forearm and hand; Vergerian Simonson, landsman, cen-

turim of right thigh ; Robert Walker, ordinary seaman, slight wound of face and
right hand; John Groves, captain of forecastle, wound of left hand and fingers;

Stephen Lockwood, seaman, left wrist; Henry Housington, landsman, wound of

chest, slight ; Charles Smith, seaman, contusion of left elbow ; William Brown,
quarter gunner, wound of face and neck; Rudolph Reinhardt, seaman, left side

of abdomen and face; George Buhlage, seaman, wound of scalp; Michael Shea,

cockswain, wound of left eyelid; Robert McFarland, seaman, wound of scalp.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRED. E. POTTER,
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. N.

Lieut. Com'dr James W. Shirk, U. S. N.,

United States Steamer Tuscumbia.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson,

United States Gunboat Mound City,
Below Grand Gulf April 30, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, I got under
way yesterday morning, and took my position in line of battle astern of the

Carondelet, and moved down the river, opening fire on the upper of the Grand
Gulf batteries at 7.50 a. m., delivering first the bow and then the starboard

broadside guns.

Steaming on down, I rounded to below the lower batteries and commenced
firing at one thousand yards, using 5" shell and occasionally shrapnell. These
lower batteries were silenced after a heavy shelling of nearly four hours. In
obedience to signal, and following our leader, we moved up to the upper battery,

and steamed around in a circle several times, immediately in front of it,

and passing within three hundred- yards, using all of our guns in succession.

We were unable, however, to hit the guns of the enemy, owing to the skilful

and scientific arrangement of the embrasures. At 12.45, after five hour's hard
fighting, and in obedience to signal, I steamed up the river out of range. Dur-
ing the action 1 am happy to say that no one was injured. The light work
was considerably cut up, but no serious damage done to the hull.

In the evening, at 7.40 p. m., I got underway and took my position in line

of battle for the purpose of engaging the Grand Gulf batteries while the army
transports passed them. We gained our object, keeping the batteries so well

employed that probably not a transport was even fired at. We used our bow
and starboard broadside guns, firing with the greatest deliberation. The trans-

ports having passed, I dropped down and tied up to the bank. During
this action the vessel was struck several times—a very heavy one, which
struck on the starboard side, killed First Sergeant Fritz Vermold, company A,
fifty-eighth Ohio volunteers instantly. The worst injury the hull of this ves-

sel received was from the Louisville running into the port side, she heading

down the river while I was heading up. In both the above actions the officers

and men were distinguished for their bravery and coolness, the officers of the

gun divisions especially. We expended two hundred and sixty-one projectiles.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Cornmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy.

United States Steamer Carondelet,
Mississippi River, three miles below Grand Gulf May 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by
this vessel in the action of the 29th ultimo :

In obedience to the signal, I took my position in the line of battle astern of

the Louisville, and approached the upper battery at the Point of Rocks, Grand
Gulf, within about fifteen hundred yards distance, at 8 a. m., and opened fire on
it with the three 9-inch guns comprising the bow battery ; then steamed slowly

down, passed all the batteries, discharging our bow and port side guns (one

42-pounder rifle, and two 8-inch guns) as occasion offered. I then rounded to

under the bar, steamed up stream, preserving the line of order, and manoeuvred
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the vessel so as to bring our guns to bear most efficiently. The bow
and starboard guns were actively engaged. Obeying the signal, I ordered the

firing to cease, and steamed up the river, arriving at Hard Times landing at 2

p. m. The action continued almost incessantly about live hours.

At about 8 p. m. we again steamed down the river with the squadron, firing

at the batteries as we passed, and rounded to abreast of the lower battery,

which was silenced. The army transports having passed, we steamed down
and made a landing at this point. In the two attacks the vessel was struck

five times, occasioning not very serious damages ; and in the engineer depart-

ment our loss was two wheel arms, two circle segments, and two wheel braces

cut off.

No casualties, fortunately, occurred among the officers and crew, who con-

ducted themselves throughout with great coolness, courage, and efficiency.

I enclose the gunner's report of ammunition expended.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McLEOD MURPHY,
Acting Lieutenant Commanding.

Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. N.,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoel.

United States Steamer Pittsburg,
Mississippi River, May 1, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on April 29, in accordance with in-

structions from you, I proceeded with this vessel to engage the enemy's bat-

teries at Grand Gulf at 8.10 a. in. Although struck by the enemy's shot

thirty-five times during the engagement, and severely cut up by them, she is in

no way disabled. While engaging the enemy, four hundred and twenty-nine

rounds were fired, principally from her bow and starboard broadside batteries,

consisting of shot, shell, shrapnell, grape, and canister.

At 1.30 p. m., in obedience to orders, (by signal from the Louisville,) I with-

drew my vessel from the engagement.

I regret to have to report the following casualties : Killed six, wounded
thirteen.

While passing below, and engaging the batteries the same night, I fired

twenty-one rounds. The vessel received but two shots, neither doing serious

damage ; casualties none. The conduct of both officers and crew during both
actions was that of men who had the cause of their country at heart.

I enclose reports of surgeon, gunner, engineer, and carpenter.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. R. HOEL,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Casualties on the Pittsburg.

United States Steamer Pittsburg,
April 30, 1863.

Sir ; I have the honor to report the following list of casualties occurring on
board this vessel during the engagement at Grand Gulf, April 29, 1863 :

32 n
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Killed.—John Carroll, captain forecastle ; Richard Gray, landsman ; William
Springer, Gottlieb Stinger, Absalom E. Leffler, marines ; James Haywood,
contraband.

Wounded.—James Ovatt, master's mate, slightly ; James Kelroe, Austin
Fowler, John Scott, seamen, severely ; Alexander Smith, Charles Strand, Rob-
ert Hartly, Frederick Kruse, seamen, slightly ; J. Fartiz, marine, amputated
leg; A. Westenberger, marine, severely; D. Hufibrd, Addison Beets, marines,
slightly.

Respectfully,

F. M. FOLLETT,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Volunteer Lieut, William R. Hoel,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Pittsburg.

Additional report ofActing Hear-Admiral Porter.—Description of Grand Gulf
and the batteries.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Grand Gulf Mississippi, May 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I got underway this morning, with the

Lafayette, Carondelet, Mound City, and Pittsburg, and proceeded up to the forts

at Grand Gulf for the purpose of attacking them, if they had not retreated. The
enemy had left before we got up, blowing up their ammunition, spiking the

large guns, and burying or taking away the lighter ones. The forts consisted of

thirteen guns in all; the works are of the most extensive kind, and would seem
to defy the efforts of a much heavier fleet than the one which silenced them.

The forts were literally torn to pieces by the accuracy of our fire. Colonel

Wade, the commandant of the batteries, was killed, also his chief of staff.

Eleven men were killed that we know of, and many wounded, so our inform-

ant says; he also says no one was permitted to go into the forts after the

action except those belonging there. We had a hard fight with these forts, and
it is with great pleasure I report that the navy holds the door to Vicksburg.

Grand Gulf is the strongest place on the Mississippi ; had the enemy suc-

ceeded in finishing the fortifications, no fleet could have taken them. I have
been all over the works, and found them as follows : One fort on Point of Rocks,

seventy-five feet high, calculated for six or seven guns, mounting two 7-inch

rifles and one 8-inch, and one Parrott gun on wheels (carried off.) On the left

of this work is a triangular work, calculated to mount one heavy gun ; these

works are connected with another fort by a covered way and double rifle-pits,

extending three-quarters of a mile, constructed with much labor, and showing
great skill on the part of the constructor. The third fort commands the river in

all directions; it mounted one splendid Blakely 100-pounder and one 8-inch;

two 32-pounders were lying bursted and broken on the ground. The gunboats
had so covered up everything with earth that it was impossible to see at a

glance what was there. With the exception of the guns that were dismounted
or broken, every gun that fell into our hands was in good condition, with a

large quantity of ammunition.

This is by far the most extensive built work, with the exception of those at

Vicksburg, I have yet seen ; and am happy to say we hold it. I am dismount-

ing the guns, and getting on board the ammunition ; and, as I leave in an hour

for Red river, Lieutenant Commander Owen will carry out my instructions.

I hear nothing of our army as yet. Was expecting to hear their guns as

we advanced on the forts.
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Killed.—John Carroll, captain forecastle ; Richard Gray, landsman ; William
Springer, Gottlieb Stinger, Absalom E. Leffler, marines ; James Haywood,
contraband.

Wounded.—James Ovatt, master's mate, slightly ; James Kelroe, Austin
Fowler, John Scott, seamen, severely ; Alexander Smith, Charles Strand, Rob-
ert Hartly, Frederick Kruse, seamen, slightly ; J. Fartiz, marine, amputated
leg; A. Westenberger, marine, severely; D. Huflbrd, Addison Beets, marines,
slightly.

Respectfully,

F. M. FOLLETT,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. William R. Hoel,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Pittsburg.

Additional report ofActing Rear-Admiral Porter.—Description of Grand Gulf
and the batteries.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Grand Gulf, Mississippi, May 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I got underway this morning, with the

Lafayette, Carondelet, Mound City, and Pittsburg, and proceeded up to the forts

at Grand Gulf for the purpose of attacking them, if they had not retreated. The
enemy had left before we got up, blowing up their ammunition, spiking the

large guns, and burying or taking away the lighter ones. The forts consisted of

thirteen guns in all; the works are of the most extensive kind, and would seem
to defy the efforts of a much heavier fleet than the one which silenced them.

The forts were literally torn to pieces by the accuracy of our fire. Colonel

Wade, the commandant of the batteries, was killed, also his chief of staff.

Eleven men were killed that we know of, and many wounded, so our inform-

ant says ; he also says no one was permitted to go into the forts after the

action except those belonging there. We had a hard fight with these forts, and
it is with great pleasure I report that the navy holds the door to Vicksburg.

Grand Gulf is the strongest place on the Mississippi ; had the enemy suc-

ceeded in finishing the fortifications, no fleet could have taken them. I have
been all over the works, and found them as follows : One fort on Point of Rocks,

seventy-five feet high, calculated for six or seven guns, mounting two 7-inch

rifles and one 8-inch, and one Parrott gun on wheels (carried off.) On the left

of this work is a triangular work, calculated to mount one heavy gun ; these

works are connected with another fort by a covered way and double rifle-pits,

extending three-quarters of a mile, constructed with much labor, and showing
great skill on the part of the constructor. The third fort commands the river in

all directions; it mounted one splendid Blakely 100-pounder and one 8-inch;

two 32-pounders were lying bursted and broken on the ground. The gunboats

had so covered up everything with earth that it was impossible to see at a

glance what was there. With the exception of the guns that were dismounted
or broken, every gun that fell into our hands was in good condition, with a

large quantity of ammunition.

This is by far the most extensive built work, with the exception of those at

Vicksburg, I have yet seen ; and am happy to say we hold it. I am dismount-

ing the guns, and getting on board the ammunition ; and, as I leave in an hour

for Red river, Lieutenant Commander Owen will carry out my instructions.

I hear nothing of our army as yet. Was expecting to hear their guns as

we advanced on the forts.
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Since making the above examination, two new forts have been found, nearly

finished ; they had no guns, but were complete of the kind as regards position,

and had heavy field-pieces in them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral', Com'dg Miss. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, June 5, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to send you a chart and plan of Grand Gulf, captured

by the Mississippi squadron May 3, 1S63.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Miss. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

These batteries mounted one 100-pounder, two 64-pounders, two 7-inch rifle

cannon, one 30-pounder Parrott shifting gun, two 30-pounder Parrotts in

battery, two 20-pounder Parrott near main magazine in covered way, three

10 -pounder Parrotts on the hills. Batteries engaged by the gunboats for five

hours and thirty-five minutes ; the lower battery silenced and covered up in

three hours ; the upper batteries silenced, with the exception of one gun, which
could not train on any vessel, being clogged with earth. The Lafayette laid

opposite this battery, and kept the people from working until dark, when it was
partially repaired. The defences were all earthworks.

In addition to the above, four or five small field-pieces were used by the

rebels, and shifted about from place to place

(Copied from a survey made by T. M. Farrell, United States navy, May,
1863, by Alexander Strauz, United States coast survey.)

CAPrURE OF FORTS DE RUSSY, RED RIVER, AND ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Alexandria, Louisiana, May 7, 1863.

Sir : I left Grand Gulf at noon on the 3d instant, and arrived that night at

the mouth of Red river.

After communicating with Admiral Farragut, and being kindly supplied by
Commodore Palmer with men and ammunition to supply deficiencies, I pro-

ceeded up Red river on the 4th with the Benton, Lafayette, Pittsburg, Price,

ram Switzerland, and tug Ivy. Meeting two of Admiral Farragut's vessels,

the Arizona and Estrella, coming down, I detained them, and took them back
with me. We arrived next evening at Fort De Russy, a powerful casemated

work, (three casemates,) and a flanking battery nearly at right angles with it,

calculated to mount seven guns. The enemy had, however, evacuated the

works, taking away all but one gun, a 64 pounder, and only the day before had
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managed to get away the Xl-inch and IX-inch guns captured from the Indianola;

they had, however, destroyed the carriages and equipments.

The enemy had at this point a heavy raft that cost $70,000 to build; it was
landed on either bank of the river, and fastened with chains. The Price, how-
ever, soon opened it by running against the end, and made a passage for the

rest of the steamers.

I laid by the fort that night, and upon close examination, finding that it

would take too much time to destroy it effectually, pushed on to Alexandria,

where we arrived this morning early.

I sent the Arizona ahead last night to surprise any steamer that might be
at the town, and this morning took formal possession without any resistance

;

indeed, there seemed to be great cordiality shown us all aloug this river.

In the town there was great rejoicing among the Union men at our arrival,

and no indisposition on the part of any one to meet us in a friendly spirit. I

have seized all the rebel property here, but they removed only as late as last

night some of the most valuable. What steamers they had here had been
lightened, and taken above Shreveport, (which is 350 miles by river from here,)

and are out of our reach for the present. I send the gunboats to-morrow up
Black river, where there are twenty transports, some of which we may capture.

This evening General Banks came into Alexandria, having made a rapid

march from Opelousas, and reached here one day sooner than I expected him.

I turned over the city to him, and shall return in a few days to Grand Gulf.

The water is too low for us to ascend higher up Red river and return with

safety. As we ascended,' the rebels fled before us, abandoning also some works
they were erecting seven miles below Alexandria.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'd'g Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Destruction of Fort De Russy and reconnaissance on Black river.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship General Price,
Grand Gulf Mississijrpi, May 13, 1863.

Sir : I had the honor to inform you from Alexandria of the capture of that

place and the forts defending the approaches to the city by the naval forces

under my command. Twenty-four hours after we arrived the advance guard
of United States troops came into the city, and General Banks arriving soon

after, I turned the place over to his keeping. The water beginning to fall, I

deemed it prudent to return with the largest vessels to the mouth of Red river.'

I dropped down to the forts De Russy in the Benton and undertook to destroy

those works. I only succeeded, however, in effectually destroying the three

heavy casemates commanding the channel, and a small water battery for two
guns, about 600 hundred yards below it. I also destroyed (by bursting) one

heavy 33-pounder and some gun-carriages left in their hurry by the enemy.
The main fort on a hill some 900 yards from the water I was unable to attend

to. It is quite an extensive work, quite new and incomplete, but built with much
labor and pains; it will take two or three weeks to pull it to pieces. I had not

the powder to spare to blow it up; the vessels will be ordered to work on it

occasionally, and it will soon be destroyed.

In this last-mentioned fort was mounted the Xl-inch gun which I am led to
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believe lies in the middle of the river near the fort, the rebels throwing it over-

board in their panic at the approach of the gunboats.

The raft which closed the entrance I have blown up, sawed in two, and
presented it to the poor of the neighborhood.

I sent Commander Woodworth, in the Price, with the Switzerland, Pittsburg,

and Arizona, up Black river to make a reconnoissance. They found heavy-

batteries at Harrisonburg, and as the rebels refused to surrender, the boats

shelled them, but without much effect. Our force being small, and the forts

on high hills, Commander Woodworth sent back to report to me ; but as I had
no time to attend to the Harrisonburg forts at the moment, I ordered the return

of the expedition. Commander Woodworth destroyed a large amount of rebel

stores, (valued at three hundred thousand dollars,) consisting of salt, sugar, rum,

molasses, tobacco, and bacon.

I lelt the place blockaded, and returned to Grand Gulf to look after other

portions of the squadron.

I left Captain Walke, in the Lafayette, at Alexandria for the present, also the

Switzerland, Arizona, and Estrella, to co-operate with General Banks in case

he should require the services of the navy.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington D. C.

Sketch of Fort De Russy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Yazoo River, May 16, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a sketch of Fort De Russy, on
Red river, captured by a portion of this squadron on the 9th of May.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

FEIGNED ATTACK ON HAINE'S BLUFF.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Mouth of Red River, May 12, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the reports of Lieutenant Com-
mander K. R. Breese and others, in relation to a feigned attack on Haines's Bluff,

to prevent the enemy from sending re-enforcements to Grand Gulf.
The plan succeeded admirably, though the vessels were more exposed than

the occasion called for; still, as they met no casualties, with the exception of hirs

in the hulls, it mattered but little.

I am, &c, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comd'g Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Rejjort of Lieutenant Commander K. R. Breese.

United States Steamer Black Hawk,
Yazoo River, May 2, 1863.

Sir : Enclosed I send a copy of a letter from General Grant to General Slier-

man.
1 co-operated with him in a feigned attack upon Haines's Bluff, its object be-

ing* to prevent heavy re-enforcements sent to repel the land attack at Grand
Gulf.

At 1 p. m. of the 29th of April this portion of the squadron, consisting of

the Tyler, Choctaw, De Kalb, Signal, Borneo, Linden, Petrel, and Black Hawk,
with three 13-inch mortars, in tow of tugs, proceeded up the river, followed by
ten large transports carrying Major General Blair's division to Chickasaw bayou,

all under command of Major General W. T. Sherman, where we remained for

the night. A regiment was sent out near the old battle-ground without any
important discovery. At 9 on the morning of the 30th the whole force, ex-

cept the Petrel, stationed at Old river, proceeded up the river in the above order,

and took position as in the accompanying sketch.

The Choctaw and De Kalb opened fire upon the main works at Droom-
gould's Bluff, and the Tyler and this ship, with 30-pounder rifles, upon the field-

works and batteries. I refer you to enclosed reports of commanders for par-

ticulars.

The De Kalb was handled with the skill always exhibited by Lieutenant

Commander Walker ; and the management and whole conduct of the Choctaw,
Lieutenant Commander Bainsay, was worthy of the best of your tried com-
manders.

From the high stage of the water the Choctaw and DeKalb could not be

brought head on to the batteries without too great exposure, which neither the

force nor circumstances would permit ; and although they were fought nearly at

a broadside, I am happy to state that no casualties occurred, nor did any in the

whole expedition while in action. I soon saw the disadvantageous way the

Choctaw was compelled to fight, and the De Kalb necessarily, from her vulnera-

ble sides, could share little of the exposure of the heavy fire, concentrated upon
her ; but as the demonstration was considered so important by General Sher-

man, I felt compelled to make it appear as much of a real attack as possible

without too great risk ; accordingly the vessels were allowed to remain under

fire upwards of three hours and a half, when I made the signal to retire.

Lieutenant Commander Bamsay remained upon deck during the whole en-

gagement, and you will judge from his report the heavy fire he was under.

Scarce a moment but a jet of water was thrown up near her, or a shot struck

her. The Tyler was obliged to retire early, from receiving a Whitworth shot

at the water's edge, causing her to leak badly, but was soon ready for action

again. The position of this ship was changed several times, as the enemy
nearly got our range.

At 6 p. m. the troops were landed, and marched up towards Haines's Bluff

on the only roadway, the levee, making quite a display, and a threatening one

also. As the pickets and skirmishers approached the road leading to the bluffs

a very heavy battery was opened, sweeping the narrow causeway, upon which
not more than two men could walk abreast. Videttes, &c, were thrown out,

and at dark the troops were quietly embarked, leaving out pickets, &c. The
next day a regiment was landed on the opposite side, and inarched up in the

direction of the bluffs, but before reaching the river were met by an impassable

bayou and the heavy fire of the forts on the bluffs.

It was observed in the morning that new works had been thrown up during

the night, some of the old ones extended, and. seveial new and apparently heavy
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guns placed in position. At 3 p. m., by previous -arrangement, the De Kalb,

Choctaw, Tyler, and this ship, opened upon these works, and drew the fire from a

32-pounder rifle gun and a Whitworth gun. They were silenced, having fired

not more than four rounds each. Our practice was excellent, and it would be

difficult to determine to which ship belonged the credit of silencing these guns.

Observing heavy ox teams, apparently drawing heavy guns, our fire was
turned toward them, and to the valleys adjacent, in which troops were supposed

to be concealed, with what damage is not known. Our firing gradually slack-

ened, until at dark it ceased altogether ; and at 8 p.m., General Sherman having

received orders to take his corps to the other side, the vessels all returned to

their old anchorage,, in the mouth of the Yazoo, without accident. The rebel

lieutenant captured by Captain Walker, being wounded, I turned over to Gen-
eral Sherman, who, having a hospital boat with him, could properly attend to his

case.

This prisoner states that a major and three privates of his party we^e killed

;

that they have eleven heavy guns in their batteries, from 10-inch smooth bore

to the heaviest rifled, and two brigades to guard it, its only approach being that

over the narrow causeway before mentioned, which were entirely commanded
by guns sweeping in all directions ; also that the raft had broken adrift, proof

of which was evident enough as we advanced. He also stated that it was re-

ported that Port Hudson had been evacuated.

During the ten days' operations this ship fired 227 30-pounder shells. I

regret that I can make nothing of the paper case time fuze furnished us. In
all our experiments and in actual service they could not be relied upon, scarcely

ever bursting.

Ensigns Bridgman and Miller had each charge of a gun, and the accuracy of

their fire elicited much applause, and must have discomforted the enemy much.
We were firing at about 3,000 yards.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. BREESE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Coimnanding Mississippi Sqitadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Gunboat Baron de Kalb,
Mouth of Yazoo, May 2, 1S63.

Sir: I have the honor to forward the following report of the part taken by
this vessel in the feigned attack upon Droomgould's Bluff on April 30 and
May 1:

Upon the first day I moved into position and opened fire at 10.50 a. m., and
continued firing heavily until about 2 p. m., when I retired by signal. As the

attack was but a feint, and being ordered not to risk my vessel, I covered her
with the river bank, avoiding the enemy's fire as much as possible.

At 2 p. m., while dropping out of action, the others having retired, was fired

upon by musketry from some buildings on the east bank of the river at a dis-

tance of about fifty yards. I immediately ran into the bank and landed Acting
Master C. S. Kendrick, with about twenty-five men, who dislodged the enemy
from the buildings and chased them five or six hundred yards into the swamp,
killing one officer and three privates, and taking a second lieutenant, of the third

Louisiana infantry, prisoner. Mr. Kendrick behaved very gallantly, capturing
the prisoner in a hand to hand fight by knocking him down with his pistol.

The prisoner reports the officer killed to have been a major. E. N. House,
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quartermaster, was shot through the right arm by a rifle ball, but not seriously

injured. At 6 p. m. I again moved up near my former position to cover a

movement of troops, and remained until the following day.

The enemy fired sharply until sunset, but fortunately without effect. On
the second day, at 3.10 p. m., got underway and dropped down to the squadron,

firing upon the enemy as my guns bore, and continued firing until dark. The
enemy failed to reply after the first half hour, although the whole squadron was
within easy range. During the two days I expended two hundred rounds of

ammunition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Ltieutenant Commander.

Lieut. Comd'r K. R. Bfieese,

Senior Officer present.

Report of Lieutenant Commander F. M. Ramsay.

United States Steamer Choctaw,
Yazoo River, May 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 30th ultimo, in company with

the squadron, I engaged the enemy's batteries on Droomgould's Bluff from 10 a.

m. to 1.40 p. m., when, in obedience to signal from flag-ship, I dropped down a

short distance and tied to the right bank of the river.

The enemy's shot struck this vessel forty-six times, besides cutting away six

smoke-stack guys. The turret was struck six times, a 10-inch solid shot pen-
.

etrating the crown and a 6-inch pointed shot burying itself. Two shot struck

below water-line on starboard side forward of turret; one carried away starboard

forward warping chock; eleven struck the smoke-stacks; one the starboard for-

ward ventilator; one carried away first cutter's after davit and store gig; one

struck casemate below pilot-house and glanced ; one penetrated iron on starboard

side, forward of wheel-house curve, and glanced ; five struck curve forward of

starboard wheel ; two penetrating iron and wood; one penetrating wood casemate

inside of starboard wheel: four struck starboard wheel-house, carrying away
one outside circle and three arms of starboard wheel; six struck port wheel-

house, carrying away one outside circle and ten arms of port wheel ; one struck

wardroom skylight; one through storage room; one cut away pendant staff, one

the ensign staff, and one the forward wheel beam hog chain. A shot is sup-

posed to have struck under water on starboard side abreast of boilers. Two
men were slightly bruised on the wrist by splinters. In the evening the enemy's

batteries again opened fire. I moved to the left bank of the river and returned

it for a short time. On the 1st instant, at 3 p. m., I opened again on the batteries

and fired slowly until 7 p. m.
During the two days sixty-nine shells and three solid shot were fired from

the 100-pounder Parrott gun, and forty-five shells and five solid shot from the

9-inch gun. The 100-pounder gun was commanded by Acting Ensign W. 0.

Bennett, and the 9-inch by Acting Master's Mate 0. O. Johnson, under the super-

intendence of Acting Ensign and Ex. Officer W. A. Abbott.

The officers and men under my command deserve great credit for the manner
in which they performed their duty. The greater portion of the crew had been

only eight days on board when the engagement took place, and, owing to the

unfinished state of the vessel, had had only three days' exercise at the guns.

The 10-second fuzes for the Parrott shells did not burn properly, the shells
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having them in exploded much too soon, and one of them so close to the muzzle

of the gun that the pieces struck the forecastle deck in three places and set fire

to the vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK M. RAMSAY,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Lieut. Com'dr K. R. Breese,
Senior Naval Officer, mouth of Yazoo River.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Jas. M. Pritchett.

United States Gunboat Tyler,
Yazoo River, May 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by
this vessel in the demonstration upon Droomgould's Bluff, April 30 and May 1

:

On the morning of the 30th got under way at 9.15 and took my position astern

of the Baron de Kalb. At 10.15 came within range of the lower batteries,

which I opened on with my 30-pounder rifles. At 10.30 made fast to the left

bank of the river, and kept up the fire on these batteries. At 11 a. m. was
struck between wind and water on starboard side, and was obliged to drop out

of the fire and keel the vessel over to stop the hole. After repairing, the order

was given to retire. At 2.30 p. m. received orders to drop down about two
miles below the transports to prevent the rebels from planting a field battery.

Laid there until 9.30 next morning, when I got under way and stood up the

river, and made fast to the right bank and astern of the Choctaw, and within

range of two small batteries, which the enemy had erected during the night. At
3 p.m. opened a steady and well-directed fire on these batteries until 7 p. m.
This vessel was* struck once in the wheel-house by a large fragment of shell.

At 9.30 p. m. got under way and returned to my anchorage at the mouth of

Yazoo river.

During the two days fired eighty-one Parrott shells and thirty VHI-inch.
Very respectfully,

JAS. M. PRITCHETT, Lieutenant Commander.

Lieut. Com'dr K. R. Rreese,
Senior Officer present.

REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER LeROY FITCH OF HIS OPERATIONS ON
THE TENNESSEE AND CUMBERLAND RIVERS.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Benton,
Mouth of Red River, May 12, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a report from Lieutenant Com
mander Le Boy Pitch in relation to operations in the Tennessee and Cumber-
land rivers.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral Com'dg Miss. Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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United States Gunboat Lexington,
Paducah, Kentucky, April 2, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report operations on the upper Tennessee river

during the last few days.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Gowdy was patrolling the river with the

gunboats Robert and Silver Lake.
Enclosed I forward his report of operations up to the time I joined him at

Fort Hindman, on the 27th of March. I took from the fort one hundred and
fifty soldiers under command of Col. Graig, and after distributing them on the

three boats proceeded on up the river. I made several landings along on the

route, reported to be infested by guerillas, but found none till we reached the

neighborhood of Savannah, being informed that back of Boyd's landing, about

four miles, was a cotton factory owned by, and doing work for, the rebels. I had
determined to destroy it. I therefore landed at Boyd's, and sent out an expedi-

tion, numbering about two hundred soldiers and sailors. Colonel Graig took
charge of the force. The executive officer of this steamer, Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Dunn, took charge of the sailors. The expedition moved out to the

factory with caution, as Colonel Cox's cavalry regiment was stationed but two
or three miles beyond. Arriving at the mill, breastworks of cord-wood were
thrown across the road, and inquiries made regarding the operations of the

factory.

From what could be learned, the mill was run on shares with the country

people ; the material went in an indirect way to the rebel soldiers, through their

friends at home. The books were all clean, ami contained nothing to condemn
the factory ; but knowing that the mill did aid in an indirect manner the rebels,

it was thought proper not to burn it, but to effectually prevent its doing more
work, which was done by removing the running gear, pistons, cylinder heads,

brasses, and all like portable portions, and placing it on board this vessel. Two
mules and a wagon, which were pressed to haul the machinery down to the boat,

were retained as lawful prizes, as it was ascertained they belonged to Colonel

Cox's rebel cavalry. Two horses also were captured by Mr. Dunn, belonging

to guerillas.

A short distance above this landing, and about three miles from the river, was
reported a plantation owned by a noted rebel—Smith. The boats were landed,

and an expedition sent out to the place. This plantation was occupied by a

man by the name of Dillihunty, and is known to be a rendezvous for guerillas.

Yet this Dillihunty claims to be loyal, has taken the oath, and says he bought
the farm of Smith. This may be true, but he had no papers to prove it, has

never been molested by the guerillas; and in fact, as I have since learned,

was at the time raising a guerilla company, as several men were at the time

on his premises, one of which I took prisoner, he having been engaged in the

guerilla service ; and as our men were fired at by a guerilla near his place,

the indications were such as to render his position very doubtful.

I therefore took from the farm twenty-five bales of cotton (to be held till he
proves his loyalty) and some cavalry horses.

After leaving this landing, I proceeded on up to Chickasaw, at the foot of

Colvert shoals; there was scant five feet on the shoals, so I sent the Robert and
Silver Lake above with orders to make thorough reconnoissance and return the

same night, as the river was falling too fast to risk them above longer. Acting

Volunteer Lieutenant Gowdy reports the enemy in force on both sides of the

river at Florence. He shelled and drove them out of their camp on the left

bank, but was not able to tell their number nor to ascertain the callibre of their

heavy guns, as the wind was blowing a gale right across the river, and he

was fearful of getting caught above the shoals by falling water. Before reaching
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Florence he surprised a picket guard, captured five horses, some carbines, and
one prisoner. He joined me at Chickasaw just at dark.

Returning down the river I stopped at a farm belonging to a notorious rebel

by the name of Hays, who had been very zealous in enforcing the conscript law,

and feeding the guerillas—-sent a detachment back three miles, to his house, and
brought away about one thousand pounds of bacon, and all the corn we could

carry, also three mules and a wagon belonging to him. Colonel Graig took

charge of the bacon, as the army at Fort Hindman were short of supplies.

The result of the several small expeditions is as follows : eight guns, (cavalry

carbines,) 25 bales of cotton, 15 horses, (three broke loose and escaped at Fort

Hindman,) twelve mules, (one shot through the thigh, and left at Fort Hind-
man,) and two wagons; also eight prisoners.

I would state that all men along the river above Fort Henry must be either

disloyal in sentiment or actually engaged in the rebel cause ; from what the

numerous refugees tell me, none expressing sentiments the least loyal are per-

mitted to remain at home or cultivate their farms.

Since so many of these guerillas have been found dead on the battle-field

with the oath of allegiance in their pockets, I am forced to believe no man
living with these guerillas, though he had taken the oath forty times.

I have given transportation to over sixty refugee families since I have been on
these waters ; but applications for conveyance out of the river have become so very
numerous from young men fleeing from the conscript, that I have been induced
to give the captains of boats instructions to render all the aid in their power to

families, but under no circumstances to bring or pass out able-bodied young
men. We are in want of men for the gunboats, and if they love the Union better

than rebellion, now is the proper time to show it ; they must take sides either one
way or the other. This has already had the effect of sending some thirty or

forty into General Dodge's cavalry, and has given the gunboats some eight or

ten recruits. I deem it high time that some of these loyal refugees were showing
some proof of their loyalty.

I hope, as soon as there is another slight rise in the Tennessee, to be able, with

General Dodge's cavalry co-operating, to capture all the force on the Tuscumbia
side at Florence.

My plan will be this : to watch the river closely ; as soon as there is the least

indication of a rise, get forces from General Dodge, take the infantry over

Culvert shoals, land them at Tuscumbia landing, let the cavalry come in on the

Tuscumbia road, and while the forces are getting in the enemy's rear I will

push on up with four or five of the lightest-draught boats, and engage them in

front.

I have written to General Dodge to this effect, and rely upon his hearty co-

operation to complete the programme. With his co-operation I am confident of

success.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LE ROY FITCH,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

United States Gunboat Lexington,
Smithland, Kentucky, April 6, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that on the third instant, while coaling at

this place preparatory to again ascending the Tennessee, I received a telegram

from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hand, commanding gunboat St. Clair,
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that the fleet under his convoy had been attacked at Palmyra, and that the St.

Clair was disabled.

I got under way immediately, and started up the river with the Lexington,

Brilliant, Robert, Silver Lake, and Springfield, having been informed that the

enemy were in strong force, and had heavy field batteries.

Below Donelson I met the St. Clair, being towed down and followed by her

consort, the Fairplay. I turned the Fairplay back to follow me and proceeded

on up. Arriving at Palmyra, I found the enemy had retreated towards Har-
puth shoals. I landed opposite the town and sent a detachment on shore under
command of Acting Master Fitzpatrick, of this vessel, with instructions to burn
every house in the place, and to allow no one under his command to pillage or

remove the smallest article. Just after the boat landed, several stragglers from
the guerillas broke from their concealment and ran ; our men fired on them,

killing one and wounding another.

The town was burned ; not one house left. I had for some time been sus-

picious of this place; one or two loyal men did live here, but were driven out

by the rebels.

The town was one of the worst secession places on the river, and as unarmed
transports were fired on from the dwellings, I gave them the full benefit of your
order, which I trust will be a lesson to them in the future. Enclosed I send a

letter from Port Hudson, which may perhaps be of some little interest.

I left the same evening with the transports and gunboats for Harpeth shoals.

At Clarksville I landed and made arrangements with the commandant of the

post for infantry and cavalry to accompany me, with a hope of being able to

get in the rear of and capture the enemy's artillery. Pushing on up, I landed

the soldiers a few miles below Harpeth in the forenoon of the 5th, and moved
on up with the boats to draw attention, but, much to my regret, the enemy had
intimation of our approach, and had again retreated this time back from the

river towards Charlotte. The cavalry followed them six miles back, but not

being able to come up with them, returned, as it was not prudent to venture

further with so small a force.

As the river was falling too fast for me to risk this boat over the shoals,

I sent the transports on to Nashville under convoy of three light-draughts, and
returned to this place with a view of carrying out my plans up the* Tennessee.

It has always been my aim to have the means of communication and times

of meeting between the boats on this and the Tennessee river so perfect, that

at. a moment's warning I can, in case of necessity, concentrate the entire force at

any one point.

I am happy to state that thus far I have been able to accomplish this, and
hope to be in future equally successful.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LE ROY FITCH,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commandi?ig Mississippi Squadron.

United States Steamboat Lexington,
Hamburg Landing, April 28, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 24th instant, while cruising down
the river ahead of General Ellet's fleet, I met the steamer Emma Duncan,
Acting Master Griswold, commanding, coming up to report his vessel for duty.

Learning that he had been attacked by a field battery at Green Bottom bar,

and had three men badly wounded, I proceeded on down the river, giving him
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orders to follow me, in hopes of catching the rebels at or near the same place.

Enclosed I send his report ; also the surgeon's.

I passed the bar about dusk in the evening, but the enemy was nowhere to

be seen. Being short of coal, I proceeded on down to Fort Henry, where I

procured some from one of General Ellet's barges and started back up the

river the evening of the 25th instant.

Arriving at the foot of Green Bottom bar about midnight, I anchored till

morning. Still seeing nothing of the enemy, I proceeded on up the river to meet
and communicate with General Ellet. The Emma Duncan remaining nearly a

mile in my rear, caught a ferry flat coming out of a creek after I had passed

;

the guerillas in the flat jumped out and made their escape in the woods ; the

flat, however, was destroyed and set adrift. T cruised on up leisurely, keeping

a good lookout for the enemy along the right bank, but saw no sign of them
till I arrived at Duck River shoals, where I heard musketry and artillery a

short distance (not a mile) ahead. I pushed on over the bar and met General

Ellet's fleet just at the head of the shoals, engaging the rebel battery. I was
then in good range, and at once opened fire on the enemy. There was not room
for his boats to round to or to back out of the channel; he was therefore com-
pelled to push on over the bar before he could effect a landing. I took the

battery side and moved on up to cover his boats as much as possible, at the

same time raking the bank with our heavy guns. The ram Monarch by this

time came in range and opened fire also. As soon as I rounded the point the

enemy fired a farewell shot at one of the brigade boats, limbered up, and were
off; some few sharpshooters remaining behind fired a few shots at a transport

having on board sick and wounded.
I followed on up the bank, throwing shell after them till I thought them out

of range, and ceased firing ; by this time General Ellet had landed and Avas

pursuing them.

Several of the enemy were found dead on the bank, and many more were
dragged off in the woods. I should suppose that their loss in killed and
wounded is about twenty-five or thirty.

I believe General Ellet lost two killed and one wounded on his boats; also

some horses killed,

About 11 p. m. I left General Ellet at the foot of the bar and proceeded on
up the river with this boat and the Emma Duncan to communicate with the

fleet above. I arrived at Eastport in the afternoon of the 27th instant, receiving

a communication from General Dodge at Tuscumbia. Enclosed I send a
copy of it.

I send the transports below Big Bend shoals, and remained at Eastport land-

ing myself with the gunboats Emma Duncan and Queen City till morning, the

28th instant, in hopes of again being able to communicate with General Dodge
before moving the transports out of the river. I then returned to Hamburg,
and finding no means of communication there, sent the Covington and Emma
Duncan back to Chickasaw to wait till the morning of the 29th instant, and
then, if no messengers arrived from General Dodge, to report back to me at this

place.

I will move down from here with the transports to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LE ROY FITCH,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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DESTRUCTION OF A WATER BATTERY AT WARRENTON BY THE MOUND
CITY, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER BYRON WILSON.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, May 15, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report my return to this place, for a few days, to

look after provisions, and make some arrangements with regard to the upper
portion of the squadron.

A few days since the Mound City, Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson,

came up as far as Warrenton to reconnoitre, and see what guns were there likely

to annoy our transports.

The rebels have been engaged for some months in building a strong case-

mated water battery, intending to mount 8 ten-inch guns on it. This work was
built with cotton bales, covered with logs, the logs covered with railroad iron,

and the whole covered with earth. On approaching the forts Lieutenant Com-
mander Wilson sent a party on shore to reconnoitre ; on climbing up the case-

mate to look in, the party discovered that a company of artillerists had taken

refuge there, supposing themselves perfectly secure. Our men fired their revolv-

ers into the crowd, and warned the vessel that rebels were about. Lieutenant

Commanding Wilson then commenced shelling the fort, and in a short time it

was all in a blaze ; after burning strongly for some time, the whole work was
destroyed. Thus ended a fort, in the space of an hour, which had taken the

rebels live months to build, working mostly day and night. I proceeded to

Warrenton this morning to be certain that the work was thoroughly destroyed

;

it required nothing more done to it—the Mound City had finished it. The rebels

set all the houses containing their stores on fire as the gunboats approached,

and what they left I ordered to be destroyed. Warrenton has been a trouble-

some place, and merits its fate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com\Jg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

DESTRUCTION OF THE FORTIFICATIONS AT HAINES'S BLUFF.

Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Haines's Bluff", Yazoo River, May 20.

On the morning of the loth I came over to Yazoo river to be ready to co-

operate with General Grant, leaving two of the iron-clads at Red river, one at

Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, three at Warrenton, and two in the Yazoo. This

left me a small force to operate with ; still I disposed of them to the best advan-

tage.

On the 18th, at meridian, firing was heard in the rear of Vicksburg, which

assured me that General Grant was approaching the city. The cannonading

was kept up furiously for some time, when, by the aid of glasses, I discovered

a company of our artillery advancing, taking position, and driving the rebels

before them.

I immediately saw that General Sherman's division had come in to the left

of Snyder's Bluff, and that the rebels at that place had been cut off from joining

the forces in the city. I despatched the I)e Kalb, Lieutenant Commander
Walker, Choctaw, Lieutenant Commander Ramsay, the Linden, Romeo, Petrel,
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DESTRUCTION OF A WATER BATTERY AT WARRENTON BY THE MOUND
CITY, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER BYRON WILSON.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, May 15, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report my return to this place, for a few days, to

look after provisions, and make some arrangements with regard to the upper
portion of the squadron.

A few days since the Mound City, Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson,

came up as far as Warrenton to reconnoitre, and see what guns were there likely

to annoy our transports.

The rebels have been engaged for some months in building a strong case-

mated water battery, intending to mount 8 ten-inch guns on it. This work was
built with cotton bales, covered with logs, the logs covered with railroad iron,

and the whole covered with earth. On approaching the forts Lieutenant Com-
mander Wilson sent a party on shore to reconnoitre ; on climbing up the case-

mate to look in, the party discovered that a company of artillerists had taken

refuge there, supposing themselves perfectly secure. Our men fired their revolv-

ers into the crowd, and warned the vessel that rebels were about. Lieutenant

Commanding Wilson then commenced shelling the fort, and in a short time it

was all in a blaze ; after burning strongly for some time, the whole work was
destroyed. Thus ended a fort, in the space of an hour, which had taken the

rebels live months to build, working mostly day and night. I proceeded to

Warrenton this morning to be certain that the work was thoroughly destroyed

;

it required nothing more done to it—the Mound City had finished it. The rebels

set all the houses containing their stores on fire as the gunboats approached,

and what they left I ordered to be destroyed. Warrenton has been a trouble-

some place, and merits its fate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coirtdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

DESTRUCTION OF THE FORTIFICATIONS AT HAINES'S BLUFF.

Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Haines's Bluff, Yazoo River, May 20.

On the morning of the loth I came over to Yazoo river to be ready to co-

operate with General Grant, leaving two of the iron-clads at Red river, one at

Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, three at Warrenton, and two in the Yazoo. This

left me a small force to operate with; still I disposed of them to the best advan-

tage.

On the 18th, at meridian, firing was heard in the rear of Vicksburg, which

assured me that General Grant was approaching the city. The cannonading

was kept up furiously for some time, when, by the aid of glasses, I discovered

a company of our artillery advancing, taking position, and driving the rebels

before them.

I immediately saw that General Sherman's division had come in to the left

of Snyder's Bluff, and that the rebels at that place had been cut off from joining

the forces in the city. I despatched the I)e Kalb, Lieutenant Commander
Walker, Choctaw, Lieutenant Commander Ramsay, the Linden, Romeo, Petrel,
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and Forest Rose, all under command of Lieutenant Commander Brecse, up the

Yazoo, to open communication in that way with Generals Grant and Sherman.

This I succeeded in doing, and in three hours received letters from Generals

Grant, Sherman, and Steele, informing me of their vast successes, and asking

me to send up provisions, which was at once done.

In the mean time, Lieutenant Commander Walker, in the De Kalb, pushed on

to Haines's Bluff, which the enemy had commenced evacuating the day before,

and a party remained behind in the hope of destroying or taking away a large

amount of ammunition on hand. When they saw the gunboats they ran out,

and left everything in good order, guns, fort, tents, and equipage of all kinds,

which fell into our hands.

As soon as the capture of Haines's Bluff and fourteen forts was reported to

me, I shoved up the gunboats from below Vicksburg to fire at the hill batteries,

which fire was kept up for two or three hours. At midnight they moved up to

the town and opened on it for about an hour, and continued at intervals during

the night to annoy the garrison. On the 19th I placed six mortars in position,

with orders to fire night and day as rapidly as they could.

The works at Haines's Bluff are very formidable. There are fourteen of the

heaviest kind of mounted 8-inch and 10-inch, and 7j-inch rifled guns, with am-
munition enough to last a long siege. As the gun-carriages might again fall

into the hands of the enemy, I had them burned, blew up the magazines, and
destroyed the works generally. I also burned the encampments, which were
permanently and remarkably well constructed, looking as if the rebels intended

to stay for some time.

These works and encampments covered many acres of ground, and the forti-

fications and the rifle pits proper of Haines's Bluff extend about a mile and a
quarter. Such a network of defences I never saw. The rebels were a year
constructing them, and all were rendered useless in an hour.

As soon as I got through with the destruction of the magazines and other

works, I started Lieutenant Commander Walker up the Yazoo river with suffi-

cient force to destroy all the enemy's property in that direction, with orders to

return with all despatch, and only to proceed as far as Yazoo City, where the

rebels have a navy yard and storehouses. In the meanwhile, General Grant
has closely invested Vicksburg, and has possession of the most commanding
points.

In a very short time a general assault will take place, when I hope to an-

nounce that Vicksburg has fallen, after a series of the most brilliant successes
that ever attended an army.

There has never been a case during the war where the rebels have been so

successfully beaten at all points, and the patience and endurance shown by our
army and navy for so many months is about to be rewarded.

It is a mere question of a few hours, and then, with the exception of Port
Hudson, which will follow Vicksburg, the Mississippi will be open its entire

length.

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Reai--Admiral, CoirCdg Mississipjii Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy.

ATTACK ON THE VICKSBURG BATTERIES 22D AND 27TH OF MAY, 1863.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, May 23, 1863.

Sir: On the evening of the 21st I received a communication from General
Grant, informing me that he intended to attack the whole of the rebel works at

33 N
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10 a. m. the next day, and asking me to shell the batteries from 9.30 until

10.30 a. m., to annoy the garrison. I kept six mortars playing rapidly on the

works and town all night ; sent the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet up to

shell the water batteries and other places where troops might be rested during

the night.

At 7 o'clock in the morning the Mound City proceeded across the river, and
made an attack on the hill batteries opposite the canal. At 8 o'clock I joined

her with the Benton, Tuscumbia, and Carondelet ; all these vessels opened on
the hill batteries, and finally silenced them, though the main work (on the bat-

tery containing the heavy rilled gun) was done by the Mound City, Lieutenant

Commanding Byron Wilson. I then pushed the Benton, Mound City, and
Carondelet up to the water batteries, leaving the Tuscumbia (which vessel is

still out of repair) to keep the hill batteries from firing on our vessels after they
had passed by. The three gunboats passed up slowly, owing to the strong

current ; the Mound City leading, Benton following, and Carondelet astern.

The water batteries opened furiously, supported by a hill battery on the star-

board beam of the vessels. The vessels advanced to within 440 yards, (by our

marks,) and returned the fire for two hours without cessation, the enemy's fire

being very accurate and incessant. Finding that the hill batteries behind me
Avere silenced, I ordered up the Tuscumbia to within 800 yards of the batteries,

but her turret was soon made untenable, not standing the enemy's shots, and I

made her drop down.
I had been engaged with the forts an hour longer than General Grant asked

;

the vessels had all received severe shots under water, which we could not stop

up while in motion, and not knowing what might have delayed the movement
of the army, I ordered the vessels to drop out of fire, which they did in a cool,

handsome manner.

This was the hottest fire the gun-boats have ever been under ; but owing to

the water batteries being more on a level with them than usual, the gun-boats

threw in their shell so fast that the aim of the enemy was not very good.

The enemy hit the vessels a number of time?, but fighting bow on, the shot

did but little damage ; not a man was killed, and only a few wounded. I had
only ammunition enough for a few moments longer, and set all hands to work
to fill up from our depot below. After dropping back, I found that the

enemy had taken possession again of one of the lower hill batteries, and was
endeavoring to remove his guns, and had mounted a 12-pound field-piece to

fire at General McArthur's troops, which had landed a short time before at

Warrenton. I sent the Mound City and Carondelet to drive him off, which they

did in a few moments.
The officers and men of all the vessels behaved with their usual gallantry

;

they had none of them been to rest for three days and nights, most of them
having been engaged in firing on the batteries and town, and I allowed them
to devote the afternoon to the necessary repose.

I beg leave to enclose a letter from General McArthur, explaining why he
did not (to use his own expression) "take advantage of the results gained by
the gunboats." I have since learned from General Grant that the army did

assault at the right time vigorously ; in the noise and smoke we could not see

or hear it; the gunboats, therefore, were still fighting when the assault had
proved unsuccessful.

The army had terrible work before them, and are fighting as well as soldiers

ever fought before, but the works are stronger than any of us dreamed of.

General Grant and his soldiers are confident, and I am confident, that the
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brave and energetic generals in this army will soon overcome all obstacles and

carry the works.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Brigadier General J. McArthur to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.

Headquarters 6th Division, 17th Army Corps,
In field, near Vicksburg, Mississippi, May 23, 1863.

Admiral : I received your communication regarding the silencing of the two
batteries below Vicksburg ; and in reply, would say that I witnessed with in-

tense satisfaction the firing on that day, being the finest I have yet seen. I

would have taken advantage of the results then gained by your vessels, and had
given the necessary orders to do so, when I received peremptory orders from
Major General McClernand to move my command around to the right of my
position, to support a portion of his troops, who had gained a lodgment in the

enemy's works. I arrived, however, too late, and have now been ordered back
to my former position, and to follow up any advantage your vessels may gain.

I have made a request to have some rifled guns sent me, which I require, and
on receipt of which I expect to be able to enfilade Whistling Dick's position

—

at any rate I will try.

I am informed to-night that there is a levee running from the spur of the hill

opposite my camp to the river, which I intend to have explored to-morrow, when
I expect to communicate more fully with your vessels.

I will watch their action and co-operate.

I am, your obedient servant,

J. McARTHTJR,
Brigadier General, Corn'dg 6th Div., 11th A. Corps.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Coinmanding United States Mississippi Squadron.

Letter of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, transmitting reports of commanders of
the iron-dads.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward the reports of the commanders of the iron-

clads engaged in the actions of the 22d of May and the 27th of May.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander James A. Greer, commanding the Benton.

United States Gunboat Benton,
Below Vickshurg, May 24, 1863.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of the movements of this

vesssel.

On May 19th got under way from Naval landing, and stood up towards

rebel batteries; the Tuscumbia and Carondelet in company. At 12.30 p.m.
the lower hill batteries opened fire on us, which we returned at long range ; fired

seven shots, the other vessels also firing, and then went to the bank and tied up
on Louisiana side. At 4.30 p. m. the three vessels again got under way, and
when within range opened on the batteries.

This vessel fired fifty-five times. Towards dark dropped down and tied up to

the bank. The rebels fired slowly and deliberately at us, but fortunately none
of the vessels were struck. At 11 p. m. this vessel and the Carondelet stood up
above the canal, on the Louisiana shore, and opened on the town at long range,

the enemy firing but a few shots in return. This vessel fired forty-three times,

then dropped down out of range.

At 2 a. m., May 20, got under way, and stood up within range of rebel bat-

teries, and fired forty-one times upon them and the town. At 2.30 dropped

down out of range; the Carondelet then passed up to shell the town. At 9.10

p. m. got under way, accompanied by the Carondelet and Mound City, and pro-

ceeded slowly up towards Vicksburg, crossed over to the Mississippi shore, and
approached the Hospital battery. At 11.28 opened fire and engaged this

battery thirty-three minutes, then dropped down; the Mound City and Caron-

delet coming up in turns. We fired forty-two times; the enemy responded,

but not rapidly; we were struck twice in the upper works; no one was injured.

At 12.30, May 21, tied up to Louisiana shore. At 2.45 this vessel got under

way again; was detained some time by tiller-chain parting; then stood up on

Louisiana side, and fired eleven times upon batteries at long range, then dropped

down. The Mound City occupied lower batteries from 8 a. m. till noon; the

Carondelet from 1 till 5.

At 5.28 we stood up and opened fire on rebel batteries ; fired twenty-six times.

The vessels went up in turns during the night and shelled Hospital battery and

town. At 1 a. m., May 22, this vessel went up and fired twenty -four times,

with but one or two shots in return from the rebels.

At 7.30 a. m. this vessel with the whole squadron stood up towards Vicks-

burg, fighting and passing the lower batteries. This vessel advanced well up

to the Hospital battery, firing whenever a gun would bear, the enemy firing

upon us very rapidly, and from nearly all his batteries. We opened fire at 8.23;

at 10.40 the signal to discontinue action was made; we then dropped down; and

after communicating with you, went into the Mississippi shore and tied up.

In this short action we fired two hundred and eighty-three times. We were

struck thirteen times—four times at the water-line, once on each bow, and" twice

on starboard side.

At first the vessel leaked some, but we have it now completely under control.

Fortunately, no one was hurt.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES A. GREER,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson, commanding the Mound
City.

United States Gunboat Mound City,
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose the executive officer's report of the damage
sustained by this vessel during the fight to-day ; also the surgeon's report of

the wounded. (170) one hundred and seventy projectiles were expended.
The officers of the gun divisions deserve great credit for their skilful handling

of the guns under a most galling fire.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Ensign Coleman of damages to the Mound City.

United States Gunboat Mound City,

Below Vicksburg, May 25, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave respectfully to report the damages received by this vessel

in the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, May 22, 1863.

1. A shot struck and lodged in starboard bow, near the stem, and five feet

under water, not doing much damage, the timbers being four or five feet thick.

2. A shot went through the forecastle on port side, into the coal-locker, and
lodged in the coal, cutting the deck plank only.

3. A shot on starboard side went through the hammock netting and starboard

chimney at the lower band, tearing the chimney half off, then through the

galley and overboard.

4. A shot in front passed through two plates of heavy boiler iron, the iron of

the pilot-house, near deck, and through the deck, cutting away carlin, and lodged

in a mess chest.

5. A shot on starboard side cut through half of the hog-chain stanchion,

passed through wheel-house, cutting away iron wheel and brace ; then through

steerage, tearing up about eight feet of the plank and breaking carlin and wood-
work in wardroom.

6. A shell burst close to No. 6 Dahlgren gun, starboard side, knocking off a

small piece of the muzzle.

7. A shot on the starboard side struck the iron near the top, cutting half

through and bending one of the plates, knocking out a stanchion and starting

the bolts on the inside.

8. A shot on starboard side struck the muzzle of No. 7 gun, 32-pounder, crack-

ing the gun about five inches; then glanced, and went through the hammock net-

ting and four or five clothes bags, and dropped over alongside pitman.

9. A shot struck iron on starboard side, over shell-room hatch, knocking off

the plate, and driving a piece of it, about the size of the ball, through the case-

mate.

10. A shot on starboard quarter cut away an awning stanchion and passed
through cabin skylight close to the deck, tearing up the plank.

11. A shot struck port chimney twenty feet from the deck.

12. A shot through brace of forward stanchion's skylight.
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13. A shot on starboard side struck iron plating between guns Nos. 4 and 5,

three feet above the water, and glanced off, bending the plates and starting

bolts.

14. A shot on the starboard side, at shell-room, two feet under water-line,

glanced without doing any damage.

15. A shot struck knuckle on port quarter and glanced, knocking a hole in

the casemate.

16. The lower block of one of the boat tackles was shot away and the davit

badly bent.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. T. COLEMAN,
Acting Ensign and Executive Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding Byron Wilson, U. S. N.,

Commanding United States Steamer Mound City.

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Thomas Rice of casualties on the Mound
City.

United States Steamer Mound City,
Mississippi River, below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863.

Sir : The following casualties occurred on board this vessel to-day during

the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, viz : Theodore Scheid, lieutenant

of infantry, contused wounds of left eye and right side ; Christopher Luft,

private, company A, 58th Ohio volunteers, contused wound of right forearm,

slight ; Frank Holly, master-at-arms, contused wound of back, slight ; Charles

Gunnerson, fireman, contused wound of left side and punctured wound of

shoulder.

Very respectfully,

THOMAS RICE,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, United States Navy.

Byron Wilson, Esq.,

Commanding United States Steamer Mound City.

Report of Commander S. E. Woodworth, commanding the General Price.

U. S. Steamer General Sterling Price,

Below Vicksburg, May 21, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication,

(at 6 a. m. this day,) dated May 26, in which I am directed, with all the gun-

boats, to engage, at 8 o'clock, the hill batteries.

At the appointed hour got under way and proceeded up to the point desig-

nated, opposite the canal, and immediately engaged the hill batteries. Discover-

ing a number of men occupying the extreme lower hill battery, our vessels

opened on them with shell and shrapnell. After a space of about half an hour
discovered them to be our troops, they hoisting an American flag. I immediately

made signals for the vessels to desist their fire on this battery.

We continued to engage the other hill batteries until the Cincinnati was seen

to return up river, when, after a period of thirty minutes to make certain of

the withdrawal of the Cincinnati, we retired from action. We were engaged
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one hour and fifteen minutes with the hill batteries, but were not able to silence

them. They replied to our fire, however, but slowly.

The Tuscumbia was not able to go up, owing to her being without a pound

of coal. I left directions for her to take on coal sufficient to last about three

hours, should it arrive, and come up; but it did not reach her until our return.

Enclosed I forward you the report of Captains Greer, Murphy, and Wilson

;

also the report of the gunner, as to the amount of ammunition expended on this

vessel.

I am happy to state that no one was injured during the action, although the

enemy's shot fell thick around us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SELIM E. WOODWORTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Greer of engagement of May 27.

United States Steamer Benton,
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1S63.

Sir : I have respectfully to report that this morning this vessel, with the

other vessels of the squadron under your command, stood up, and at 8.20 opened
fire on the lower hill battery. We worked in quite close to the Mississippi shore,

and fired very deliberately, and only when we could plainly see the enemy's
guns. The enemy responded as rapidly as his large gun would allow him to

work it, a number of his shot falling quite close to us; fortunately we were not

struck. We fired fourteen 9 -inch 10-second shell; seven 42-pounder rifle 10-

second shell, and three 32-pounder 10-second shell: a total of twenty-four

fired. Owing to the action of the current and the height of the battery above
us, I was at times obliged to be silent for several minutes while working out to

get the range.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES A. GREER,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Commander S. E. Woodworth,
Com'dg U. S. Steamer General Price, Senior Officer present.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson of engagement ofMay 27.

United States Gunboat Mound City,
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this morning, about 8 o'clock, in obedi-

ence to signal, I got under way, and took my station astern of the Benton, for

the purpose of engaging the battery on the hill below Vicksburg.
I did not get a good position for firing, as I had to keep below the Benton,

and the trees hid the guns almost entirely from my sight. No one was injured

on board. Enclosed is a list of the ammunition expended.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,

Commander S. Woodworth, U. S. N.,

United States Steamer General Price.

Lieutenant Commanding.
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Report o Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy, commanding the Carondelel.

United States Steamer Carondelet,

Off Viclcsburg, May 21, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows, in reference to the engagement
of to-day :

In accordance with a signal from the United States steamer Sterling Price, this

vessel engaged the lower batteries at about 8.15 a. m., and withdrew to the

Louisiana shore at about 9.55 a. m. The bow battery and the battery on the

starboard side, respectively in charge of Acting Ensigns Benjamin and Amer-
ican, were engaged. The range of shot was in the direction of the bluffs, and
as near the locality of the batteries as could be determined from our position and
the random fire of the enemy. The elevation varied from four to seven degrees.

Enclosed is the gunner's report of expenditure of ammunition.
I am glad to report the good behavior of officers and men, and the absence of

accident or casualties. It becomes my duty, however, to recall the attention of

Admiral Porter to the leaky condition of the ship, and the precarious state of

the boilers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McLEOD MURPHY,
Acting Lieutenant Commanding*

Com'dr Selim E. Woodworth, U. S. N.,

Senior Officer in charge.

EXPEDITION UP THE YAZOO RIVER.—DESTRUCTION OF REBEL STEAMERS.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 24, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent up Yazoo
river, the day after I took possession of the forts on Synder's Bluff, has returned,

having met with perfect success.

As the steamers approached Yazoo City, the rebel property was fired by Lieu-

tenant Brown, (of the ram Arkansas;) and what he had begun, our forces

finished. Three powerful rams were burnt: the Mobile, a screw vessel, ready

for her plating; the Republic, being fitted for a ram with railroad-iron plating;

and a vessel on the stocks, (a "monster,") three hundred and ten feet long, and
seventy feet beam. This vessel was to have been covered with 4^-inch iron

plating—was to have had six engines, four side-wheels, and two propellers. She
would have given us much trouble.

The rebels had, under construction, a fine navy yard, containing fine sawing

and planing machines, an extensive machine shop, carpenter and blacksmith

shops, and all the necessary appliances for a large building and repairing yard.

Lieutenant Commander Walker burned all these, with a large quantity of valu-

able building lumber; he also burned a large saw-mill that had been used in

constructing the monster ram. The material destroyed, at a moderate estimate,

cost more than two millions of dollars.

We had one man killed and seven wounded, by field-pieces, from the enemy's

batteries, going up the river, but the wounded are doing well. I enclose you

Lieutenant Commander Walker's report in relation to this affair. He deserves

much credit for the handsome manner in which he performed the duty assigned
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liim. If he could have obtained pilots, he would have succeeded in getting pos-

session of all the rebel rams, instead of having them burnt.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Steamer Barc n De Kalb,
Mouth Yazoo River, May 23, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order, I started

from Snyder's Bluff on the 20th instant with the De Kalb, Choctaw, Forest

Rose, Linden, and Petrel, on an expedition to Yazoo City.

Arriving at Haynes's Bluff, I landed a force and spiked an 8-inch gun in the

works there, and burned the carriage. I also burned some forty tents left

standing, and a steam saw-mill. Arriving at Yazoo City at 1 p. m. on the 21st

instant, I was met by a committee of citizens, who informed me that the place

had been evacuated by the military authorities, and asking protection. En-
closed I send copies of the communications received, and my reply. The navy
yard and vessels had been fired by the enemy, and I sent a working party to

insure the destruction of everything valuable to the rebels. The vessels burned
were the Mobile, a screw steamer ready for her plating, the Republic, which I

understand was being fitted for a ram, and the vessel on the stocks, a monster,

310 feet long and 70 feet beam.

The navy yard contained five saw and planing mills, an extensive machine
shop, carpenter and blacksmith shops, and all the necessary fixtures for a large

building and repairing yard, which, with a very large quantity of lumber, was
burned. I also burned a large saw-mill a little above the town. Most of the

public stores had been removed ; such as I found in town were taken on board the

vessels or destroyed. Enclosed I send the lists of articles removed or destroyed

by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, the officer detailed for that purpose.

In the hospitals I found and paroled 115 soldiers, a list of whom I enclose.

Returning, I left Yazoo City this morning, arriving here at 4 p. m.
At Liverpool landing, in a sharp bend of the river, we were attacked by a

force of three field-guns and about 200 riflemen concealed in the bushes, and for

a few minutes the firing was very sharp. The enemy retreated as soon as the

vessels got into position to use' their guns with effect. The Petrel, Linden, and
Choctaw were struck by shot, but with no particular injury to either.

Sergeant Stockinger, of this vessel, was killed by a rifle shot. The Linden
had five wounded, the Petrel two, and the Choctaw one. Most of the wounds,
I am happy to say, are slight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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OPERATIONS OF FLEET ON TENNESSEE RIVER, UNDER LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER S. L. PHELPS.

United States Steamer Black Hawk,
Mississippi Squadron, near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following extract from a report made
by Lieutenant Commander Phelps, commanding fleet on Tennessee river, giving

an account of his operations on said river :

"United States Gunboat Champion,
"Tennessee River, May 14, 1863.

" Sir : On the 5th instant I left Paducah with the Covington, Queen City,

Argosy, Silver Cloud, and this vessel, and proceeded up this river, destroying

on the way evey kind of boat that could serve the rebels to cross the river.

On the 11th we were at Cerro Gordo, and I then sent the Covington, Argosy,
and Silver Cloud to Eastport, the highest navigable point at this stage of water,

and myself dropped down a few miles to communicate, by previous appointment,

with Lieutenant Colonel W. R. M. Breckenridge. Along the river I heard of

detachments of cavalry at various points, whose occupation chiefly consisted in

plundering, in carrying off Union men, and in taking conscripts. At Linden,

in Perry county, Tennessee, there was a rebel force of this kind posted. I ar-

ranged with Colonel Breckenridge to cross a small force and cover different points

with the gunboats, places to which he could retreat, if need be, while he should

attempt to surprise Linden. The boats above rejoined me on the 12th, having

found all quiet above, and at night I dropped down the river to the landing for

Decaturville, where I found the colonel with but fifty-five men of his regiment,

all he had with him. Some from a Michigan regiment that were to join had
failed to come in. We at once took the cavalry on board, crossed it over with

little noise, and the boats took their position at intervals along the river some
miles above and below. Colonel Breckenridge's movements were timed so that

his arrival at Linden (twelve miles from the river) should be just at daybreak,

and he completely surprised the place. The rebel pickets fired upon him and
dispersed. Only some twenty of the 118 rebels at muster the evening before

had time to reach the rendezvous at the court-house before it was surrounded.

The little party returned with Lieutenant Colonel Frierson, one captain, four

lieutenants, one surgeon, thirty regular rebel soldiers, ten conscripts, fifty horses,

two transportation wagons, arms, &c, &c. With the court-house were burned

a lot of arms and supplies. Three of the enemy were killed. Our loss, none

;

only one horse killed.

"

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER CINCINNATI.—ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE VICKSBURG BATTERIES.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with Generals Grant

and Sherman's urgent request, and being led to believe that the enemy had
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moved his guns to the land side, I fitted the Cincinnati for the occasion by
packing her with logs and hay, and sent her down to enfilade some rifle pits

which barred the progress of our army. I had my doubts about the strength

of the position, and took every precaution I could think of.

The Cincinnati started from the anchorage at 9 a. m., and, thinking it was
only an attack on rifle pits, I went down after her in a tug to direct the opera-

tions, if necessary. As I approached her, I saw that she was coming up stream

at a great rate under a heavy fire from all the enemy's guns in that vicinity

;

they had moved none, and were pouring the shot and shell into her very rapidly

;

still I could see none strike her, and went across the river to direct the firing of

the mortar boats. She disappeared in a bayou, and I supposed she was taking

a short cut through Old river to avoid the enemy's fire. In an hour after two
of her seamen came to the bank, and I sent a boat for them. I was then in-

formed that she had sunk. I enclose the captain's report and the telegraphic

messages that passed between General Sherman and myself on the occasion.

The general had good reason for supposing the guns had been removed, as it

had been done at most of the other hill batteries. The Cincinnati went down
with her colors flying, and kept them up after she was sunk, the rebels still

firing on her. She can be raised when the water falls a little. Officers and
men lost all their effects ; only the public money being saved. As near as we
can learn, twenty-five men were killed and wounded, and about fifteen missing

—

supposed to be drowned. The pilot was killed as she rounded to abreast of the

batteries. Lieutenant Commanding Bache steered her out of the action himself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Major General Sherman.

Headquarters 15th Army Corps,
Walnut Hills, May 19, 1863.

Dear Admiral : My right is on the Mississippi. We have possession of the

bluff down a mile or more below the mouth of the bayou. Can't you send

immediately a couple of gunboats down 1 They can easily see and distinguish

our men, and can silence a water battery—that is, the extremity of their flank

on the river—and enfilade the left flank of their works.

I think nearly all the guns of their upper batteries are moved inside of Vicks-

burg, and are now on the land front.

You will have no trouble in distinguishing our flank ; it is about J mile below
a cattle pen on the immediate shore of the Mississippi.

I would get General Grant to make this request, but he is far on the left flank,

and it would take hours to find him.

Truly yours,

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General.

Admiral Porter,
Or Senior Officer at mouth of Yazoo.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander George M. Bache,

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, above Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order, the Cincinnati got under way this morning
at seven o'clock and steamed slowly down until a little abreast of where the

mortars lay, when we rounded to. The enemy fired several shots from a gun
called ''Whistling Dick," but soon gave up.

At half-past eight, with a full head of steam, we stood for the position as-*

signed us.

The enemy fired rapidly and from all their batteries. When abreast of our

position and rounding to, a ball entered the magazine, and she commenced filling

rapidly. Shortly after, the starboard tiller was carried away. Before and after

this time the enemy fired with great accuracy, hitting us almost every time.

We were especially annoyed by plunging shots from the hills, an eight-inch

rifle and a ten-inch smooth bore doing us much damage. The shots went en-

tirely through our protection—hay, wood and iron.

Finding that the vessel would sink, I ran her up stream, and as near the

right-hand shore as our damaged steering apparatus would permit. About ten

minutes before she sunk we ran close in, got out a plank and put the wounded
ashore. We also got a hawser out to make fast to a tree to hold her until she

sank. Unfortunately, the men ashore at the hawser left it without making fast,

the enemy still firing. The boat commenced drifting out, and I sung out to the

men to swim ashore, thinking we were in deeper water (as was reported) than

we really were. I suppose about fifteen were drowned and about twenty-five

killed and wounded, and one probably taken prisoner, will sum up our whole
loss.

The boat sank in about three fathoms of water, lies level, and can easily be
raised. She lies within range of the enemy's batteries.

The vessel went down with her colors nailed to the mast, or rather the stump
of one, all three having been shot away. Our fire, until the magazine was
drowned, was good, and I am satisfied did damage.
We only fired at a two-gun water battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE M. BAOHE,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Additional despatch from Bear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 30, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a communication from Lieutenant Com-
manding Bache, containing further particulars concerning the Cincinnati, with a

list of killed, wounded and drowned.

Also a letter from General Sherman, who witnessed the affair. From all ac-

counts, the officers and crew of the Cincinnati behaved in the most handsome

manner.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Additional report of Lieutenant Co?nmander Bache, with list of casualties on
the Cincinnati.

United States Steamer Black Hawk,
May 29, 1863.

Sir : I have to make the following additional report of the affair between the

Cincinnati and the Vicksburg batteries. The only shot which did not penetrate

us, struck the bow casemate, which was well greased. Two shots entered the

shell-rOom, one^coming through the fantail and ricocheting up through the

recess of the wheel, below the water-line; the other passing through the side,

capsizing nearly all the boxes on the port side of the alley. It was immediately

filled with water. A third shot entered the magazine; flooded it almost in-

stantly, thereby preventing us from returning (any more) the enemy's fire. I

believe she was hulled twice after this, as she was felt to lift bodily without

other apparent cause. A heavy rifle shot penetrated through the pilot-house

;

the starboard tiller was shot away. All of her staff were shot away, rendering

it necessary to nail the flag to the stump of the fore staff. Several plunging shots

went through the deck. One IX-inch, an VHI-inch, a rifle 30- pounder, a 32-

pounder, and a 12-pounder howitzer, were disabled. Two shots were fired after

the vessel sank, one of them throwing up a shower of mud and water, drown-
ing several men swimming.

I cannot notice one of my officers without the rest, all behaved so remarkably
well.

I have to recommend for medals the following named men, viz :

Thomas Hamilton, quartermaster, severely wounded at the wheel, afterwards

returned to lend a hand and had to be sent below; Frank Bois, quartermaster,

coolness in making signals, also nailing the flag to the stump of fore staff when
I called for some one to do so ; Thomas Jenkins, seaman, Martin McHugh, sea-

man, F. E. Corcoran, landsman, and from the Choctaw Andrew Dow, (boatswain's

mate,) were conspicuous for their bravery and coolness. These were no ordi-

nary cases of performance of duty, for we were suffering terribly from a

severely accurate fire.

The casualties were as follows, viz: Killed—Henry Altonborough, pilot; To-
bias Cody, carpenter's mate; Jas. Thompson, landsman, Choctaw. Wounded

—

Daniel Hand, landsman, Choctaw, mortally, (since dead;) Peter Dalton, lands-

man, Choctaw, mortally; Gilbert J. Coleman, ensign, coutusion; Simeon Shul-

tice, first assistant engineer, slightly; Henry Boobey, ensign, slightly; G. H.
Stevens, acting carpenter, contusion, severe; Charles Bratton, seaman, Choc-
taw, fracture of right forearm ; William Woodruff, contraband, second-class fire-

man, fracture of forearm; Cloves O. Smith, landsman, splinter wound in right

arm; Thomas W. Hamilton, quartermaster, contusion; Solomon Guess, master-

at-arms, contusion; Patrick Rocket, first cabin boy, scalp wound; Geo. Wash-
ington, contraband, contusion ; William H. Cohen, paymaster's steward, contu-

sion ; Isaac Foreman, contraband, captain's steward, contusion ; Fred. Young,
private, company C 58th Ohio volunteers. Missing, drowned—James Cooper,
captain after guard; Patrick Burns, captain after guard; Henry Thornbury,
seaman; Cornelius O'Neal, seaman; Leopold Snyder, landsman; James Pettin-

gill, landsman; Jas. Wilson, contraband, first cabin boy; Henry Truman, con-

traband, first cabin boy; Albert Williams, contraband, first cabin boy; Richard
Howard, contraband, first cabin boy; William Redhom, corporal, company C
58th Ohio volunteers; Martin Campbell, private, company C 58th Ohio volun-
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teers ; George Just, private, company 58th Ohio volunteers. Thomas Smith,
landsman, taken prisoner and paroled.

Respectfully, &c,
GEORGE M. BAOHE,

Lieutenant Commanding.

P. S. June 1, 1863.—John McMorrow, seaman, drowned.

Letter from Major Geiieral Sherman.

Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps,
Walnut Hills, May 28, 1863.

Dear Admiral : I was on the hill to our extreme right yesterday, ready to

take advantage of any success to be gained by the gunboat attack on the enemy's
left flank. At nine a. m. I saw four gunboats advance from below and engage
the enemy's lower batteries, and soon the Cincinnati came down from above,

steering directly for the upper water batteries.

From our position we could only see the hill which shielded them from the

rear. As the gunboat approached she was fired upon from three points. We
directed 38-pounder Parrotts, some 6-pounder guns, and our musketry opened
on all points within reach, but these batteries were covered by the shape of

ground. As the Cincinnati neared she fired several of her bow guns ; but as

the current would have carried her below, she rounded to, firing from her broad-

side guns, but soon presented her stern. The enemy's shot at first went wild,

but soon got her range and struck her several times, and twice right under her

stern. She ran slowly up stream, keeping mid-channel, and when about one
and a half mile up, steered directly to the shore in the bend. I saw that her

larboard quarter-boat was shot away, and her flagstaff, but otherwise she ap-

peared uninjured. She ran to the shore and soon sank ; her bow appeared

down and her stern up, her upper decks out of water. The moment I saw her

sink I sent a company of the 76th Ohio to her relief. I could see by a glass

she was near shore, and her people on the bank.

Waiting a couple of hours to hear more definite news from her, I came to the

centre of my line and despatched one of my aids, Lieutenant Hill, to see that all

possible assistance should be afforded the crew, and received a message that a

boat had been sent to you, and that, as soon as dark would make it safe, you
would send a boat down with all the assistance required. T received the fol-

lowing official report. Inasmuch as you must know all, I have no occasion to

report more than that the style in which the Cincinnati engaged the batteries

elicited universal praise, and I deplore the sad result as much as any one could.

The importance of the object aimed to be accomplished, in my judgment, fully

warranted the attempt. It has proved successful, and will stimulate us to further

efforts to break the line which terminates on the Mississippi in such formidable

batteries.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN, Maj. Gen.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Letter of thanksfrom Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Commander Bache.

Navy Department,
June 12, 1863.

Sir : Acting Rear-Admiral Porter lias forwarded to the department copies of

your reports of the 27th and 29th ultimo, detailing the circumstances of the

loss of the United States steamer Cincinnati, under your command, in an attack

upon the Vicksburg batteries.

Whilst regretting the loss of a ship that has so often successfully engaged

the enemy, the sad casualties attending it, and the sorrows that have been

brought to the hearts of the families of those who gave up their lives in the

service of their country, it is gratifying to feel that the officers and crew of the

Cincinnati performed their duty nobly and faithfully. All reports yet received

testify to this fact ; and General Sherman, with whom you were directed espe-

cially to co-operate, and who was an eye-witness, says, "the style in which the

Cincinnati engaged the battery elicited universal praise."

Amidst an incessant fire of shot and shell, even when the fate of the vessel

had been sealed, and destruction both from the elements and the enemy was
threatened, the officers and men appear to have stood bravely at their posts, and

it is a proud record of the Cincinnati that when her last moments came, " she

went down with the colors nailed to the mast."

It is with no ordinary pleasure that I express to you, and to the surviving

officers and crew of the Cincinnati, the department's appreciation of your brave

conduct.

Very respectfully, &c,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Lieutenant George M. Bache,

Late in command of U. S. Steamer Cincinnati, Miss. Squadron.

EXPEDITION UP THE YAZOO RIVER, AND DESTRUCTION OF REBEL TRANS-

PORTS.

Mississippi Squadron,
Near Vicksburg, June 1, 1863.

Sir : After the return of the expedition under Lieutenant Commander Walker
up the Yazoo, and the destruction of the rams and navy yard, I despatched the

same officer up again, with instructions to capture transports. The enclosed is

his report. Besides those steamers mentioned as burnt, the rebels burnt the

Acadia and Magenta, also two of their best transports. My object was, to break

up the transportation on the Yazoo, and, with the exception of a few steamers

beyond Fort Pemberton, the rebels can transport nothing by water on that

river. Steamers to the amount of seven hundred thousand dollars were destroyed

by the late expedition; nine in all.

The Star of the West has sunk, completely blockading the Yallabusha river,

and the gunboat Ivy was found sunk near Liverpool landing.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Actfg Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander John G. Walker.

United States Steamer Baron DeKalb,
Mouth of Yazoo River, June 1, 1863.

Sir: I have to report that I left this place on the morning of the 24th May
with the DeKalb, Forest Rose, Linden, Signal, and Petrel. I pushed up the

Yazoo as speedily as possible for the purpose of capturing or destroying the

enemy's transports in that river. The Signal knocked down her smoke-stacks
and returned the same night. Leaving the DeKalb, with orders to come on as

fast as possible, I pushed on with the Forest Rose, Linden, and Petrel, to

within fifteen miles of Fort Pemberton, when I found the steamers John Walsh,
R. J. Lockland, Golden Age, and Scotland, sunk on a bar, completely block-

ading it up.

Failing in my efforts to make a passage through the blockade, I fired them, de-

stroying all but such parts of the hulls as were under water. These steamers were
fine boats, in good order, and if I had had the means, could have been raised and
saved. I remained at that point during the night, and next morning at day-

light was attacked, by a force of the enemy, but after a sharp fire of a few min-

utes they beat a hasty retreat. Our only loss was two men belonging to the

Petrel, Avounded.

Returning down the Yazoo, I burned a large saw-mill twenty-five miles above
Yazoo City.

At Yazoo City I landed and brought away a large quantity of bar, round,

and flat iron from the navy yard.

Arriving at the mouth of Big Sunflower, I proceeded up that river about one

hundred and eighty miles, until stopped by shoal water. At Indian Shoot I

sent Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, of the Forest Rose, with boats through to

Rolling Fork. He found a quantity of corn belonging to the rebels, which he
burned. At the mouth of Bayou Quirer, hearing of steamers, I sent Lieutenant

Brown, with the boats of the Forest Rose and Linden, up after them. After

ascending ten miles he burned the Dew Drop and Emma Bett. The Linden
burnt the Argo in a small bayou about seventy-five miles up Sunflower.

I also found the Cotton Plant sunk in Lake George, with nothing out of

water but the tops of her smoke-stacks.

At Gawin's landing, on the Sunflower, I found and brought away a cutter

which was lost on the Deer creek expedition. Returning, I arrived here last

evening.

I have been much indebted to Lieutenants Brown, of the Forest Rose, and
Smith, of the Linden, for their zeal and efficiency during, the expedition.

I have as prisoners two engineers and a pilot in the service of the rebels, and
several deserters and refugees.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant Commander, United States Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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REPORTS OF ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL PORTER OF THE SIEGE OF VICKS-
BURG, AND CO-OPERATION OF THE NAVY WITH THE ARMY.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, June 9, 1863.

Sir : I have nothing particular to communicate with regard to the position of

affairs here.

The army is still advancing close to the works. General Sherman is so close

that he cannot get nearer without going in.

When the other generals are up with him, I presume that an assault will be
made. Three batteries have been erected of naval guns, one consisting of two
8-inch guns, in General Steele's front, under command of Lieutenant Com-
mander Selfridge.

This battery opened fire day before yesterday, and cleared everything before

it. One battery of two 9-inch guns is being erected in General McPherson's
front, and two 8-inch guns in front of General McOlernand. These latter did

not require naval assistance, only the guns; and have not made as much
progress, the guns not being yet mounted. They will be in position very soon.

The mortars keep constantly playing on the city and works ; and the gun-

boats throw in their shells whenever they see any work going on at the batteries,

or new batteries being put up.

Not a soul is to be seen moving in the city ; the soldiers lying in their

trenches or pits, and the inhabitants being stowed in caves or holes dug out in

the cliffs. If the city is not relieved by a much superior force from the outside,

Vicksburg must fall without anything more being done to it. I only wonder it

has held out so long.

If the city is relieved, and our army have to retire, we will lose everything

we have—all of which could be prevented by an addition of thirty thousand
men, which men can be spared from Missouri alone. If we do not get Vicks-
burg now, we never will.

The rebel steamer Lady Walton came down from Little Rock, Arkansas, a
few days since, and gave herself up to the commanding officer at White river.

I sent her to Cairo to the judge of the district.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg 3Iississip2n Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Haivk, near Vicksburg, June 20, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I received a notification from
General Grant, last night at 12 o'clock, that he intended to open a general
bombardment on the city at 4 a. m., and continue it until 10 o'clock.

I sent word to Commander Woodworth, at the lower fleet, to move up with
all the vessels below and attack at the time specified.

Giving Lieutenant Commander Ramsay charge of a 100-pounder rifle, at 10-

inch and a 9-inch gun, fitted on scows, I placed them after midnight close to

the point opposite Vicksburg, protected by the bank.

At the time specified all our shore batteries opened, also the guns on the
scows, and the mortars. A little later the gunboats also opened and kept up a
heavy fire, advancing all the time, and throwing shells into all the batteries

along the hills and near the city.

34 N
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There was no response whatever; the batteries were all deserted. At 10
o'clock the vessels ceased firing, as did the scows and mortars also. The only
demonstration made by the rebels from the water front was a brisk fire of

heavy guns from the upper batteries on two 12-pounder rifled howitzers that

were planted on the Louisiana side by General Ellet's marine brigade, which
has much annoyed the enemy for two or three days, and prevented them from
getting water.

I enclose you the reports of the commanders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander S. E. Woodworth, commanding the General Price.

United States Steamer Sterling Price,

Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863.

Sir : Agreeable to your instructions contained in your order of this morning,

I proceeded with the Mound City to the point designated, but was unable to

open fire on account of the hazy atmosphere which hung over the Vicksburg
shore, completely hiding it from view.

After 7 o'clock, was able to distinguish somewhat the location of the batteries.

Opened fire on Whistling Dick battery, which was soon silenced ; it fired

twice, but not in our direction.

We also bombarded the other hill batteries as far up as the Hospital battery,

driving every one from them—so much that not a single gun was fired after the

silencing of Whistling Dick.

We also shelled the lower line of works of the enemy, running from the

water to the crest of the hill, until there was no longer any appearance of an

enemy to fire at.

Our army batteries ceased firing about 10 a. m. We continued to fire at in-

tervals until 11a. m., whenever the sign of an enemy would make its appearance

within our range.

About the time we were retiring from action a rifle gun from the other side of

Young's Point commenced firing at a battery occupied by General Herron's

command, from which was flying an American flag. Sent a courier across the

point to notify them of the fact.

Having been engaged for three and a half hours, and General Grant's lines

being perfectly silent, we retired from action, leaving the Benton in her old

position at the head of the towhead, and will send the Mound City back to

Warrenton as soon as I obtain Captain Wilson's report. Enclosed I forward

the reports of Captains Greer and Wilson, containing expenditure of ammuni-

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SELIM E. WOODWORTH,
Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander James A. Greer, commanding the Benton.

United States Steamer Benton,
Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that, in obedience to your order of this

date, this vessel got under way at 5.40 a.m. and stood up to the canal. It was
so thick and hazy that I could not see the batteries or any landmarks.

I threw a few shells into the woods to the northward of Whistling Dick.

At 8.30 it cleared away a little, and I fired at Whistling Dick, and a little

northward of it ; also at some cattle which I saw on the lowlands. Whilst
lying above the canal a rifle gun from over the point fired, its shell bursting in

the neighborhood of the position held by our troops. Seeing a soldier on horse-

back on the bank, I ran in and sent him over to the officer commanding the

rifle to state where the shells were falling. We were not fired on, although in

good range of Whistling Dick for a long time. We fired five 9-inch 15-second

shells, and seventeen 10-second 9-inch shells. At 10.55 stood down the river

to our old anchorage. I have also to report that last night I received a letter

from Major General Herron asking for some more ammunition for the 32-

pounder which he has belonging to this vessel. I supplied him with all I could

spare.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES A. GREER,
Lieutenant Commander.

Commander S. E. Woodworth,
Senior Officer, below Vickslurg.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson, commanding the Mound City.

United States Gunboat Mound City,
Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your orders of this date, I got under way at Warrenton,
at 5 a. m. and proceeded up the river with all despatch, to join in the attack on
the hill batteries.

About 7 a. m. I joined the Benton, at the mouth of the canal. We were
obliged to lie there some time, owing to the intense fog which hung over the
hills, and it was not till 7.35 that we were enabled to throw a shell with any
certainty.

I continued to fire as the batteries came in sight, till 10 a. m., when the
signal to cease firing was made.
We continued up the river about a half a mile above the canal, and at 1 h

o'clock returned down to our anchorage.

Strange to say, during all this time we received no response.

We expended (35) thirty-five 15-second 9-inch shells, (5) five 15-second,
80-pounder rifle shells, and (4) four precussion Dahlgren shells.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,
Lieutenant Commander,.

Commander Selim E. Woodworth,
Senior Naval Officer present.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter.

United States Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Mississippi Squadron, near Vicksburg, June 26, 1863.

Sir : I was in hopes, ere this, to have announced the fall of Vicksburg, but

the rebels hold out persistently, and will, no doubt, do so while there is a thing

left to eat.

In the mean time they are hoping for relief from General Johnson. A vain

hope ; for even if he succeeded in getting the better of General Sherman, (one

of the best soldiers in our army,) his forces would be so cut up that he could

take no advantage of any victory that he might gain. General Sherman has
only to fall back to our intrenchments at Vicksburg, and he could defy twice

his own force.

The rebels have been making every effort to bring relief to Vicksburg
through Louisiana, but without avail; with the few men we have at Young's
Point, and the gunboats, we keep them in check, and a few days since, (as I

reported to you,) the marine brigade, General Ellet, with General Mower's
brigade, chased them away from this part of the country.

They have lined the river bank, and are annoying the transports a little, but

the gunboats are so vigilant, and give them so little rest, that they have done
no damage worth mentioning.

I have lined the river from Cairo to Vicksburg with a good force ; the upper

part under command of Lieutenant Commander Phelps,whom I have withdrawn,

with those of his vessels which draw too much water, from the Tennessee. He
has the Eastport, which he says is much improved in every way, and is a much
superior vessel to what she was. I have had the Indianola's leaks stopped,

machinery cleaned off, and hope to float her off the first rise in the river. 1 am
having the Cincinnati's guns removed, and Colonel Wood, of the army, is

erecting a battery on shore with them. I had now ten (10) heavy naval guns

lauded from the gunboats in the rear of Vicksburg, some of them manned by
sailors. They have kept up a heavy fire for some days, doing great execution.

The enemy very seldom fire now, and never from the land side.

The mortars at this moment are throwing shells into the enemy's main water

battery, which is quite silent and deserted. Deserters say they have six days 7

provisions, and will not yield until that is gone.

General McPherson blew up the main fort yesterday, and took possession of

it; will mount our two 9-inch guns on it to-night, and some 30-pounder

Parrotts. This fort commands all Vicksburg
I am sorry to say the health of the squadron is not good. We have many

sick officers and men ; the duty has been incessant, and most laborious working
in a very hot sun.

Still the officers and men never murmur, and stand at their posts until they

can stand no longer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
"

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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SURRENDER OF VICKSBURG.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Vicksliurg, July 4, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Vicksburg has surrendered at last

to the United States forces, after a desperate but vain resistance. That she

has not done so sooner has not been for want of ability on the part of our mili-

tary commanders, but from the magnitude of the defences, which were intended

to repulse any force the government could possibly send there.

What bearing this will have on the rebellion remains yet to be seen; but the

magnitude of the success must go far towards crushing out this revolution, and
establishing once more the commerce of the States bordering on this river.

History has seldom had an opportunity of recording so desperate a defence

on one side, with so much courage, ability, perseverance, and endurance on the

other; and if ever an army was entitled to the gratitude of a nation, it is the

army of the Tennessee and its gallant leaders.

The navy has necessarily performed a less conspicuous part in the capture of

Vicksburg than the army; still it has been employed in a manner highly cred-

itable to all concerned.

The gunboats have been constantly employed below Vicksburg in shelling

the works, and with success, co-operating heartily with the left wing of the army.

The mortar boats have been at work for forty-two days, without intermission,

throwing shells into all parts of the city, even reaching the works in the rear

of Vicksburg and in front of our troops, a distance of three miles. Three heavy
guns, placed on scows—a 9-inch, 10-inch, and a 100-pound rifle—were placed

in position a mile from the town, and commanded all the important water bat-

teries. They have kept up an accurate and incessant fire for fourteen days,

doing all the damage that could be done by guns under such circumstances.

Five 8-inch, two 9-inch, two 42-pounder rifles, and four 32-pounder shell guns
have been landed, at the request of the different generals commanding corps,

from the gunboats, and mounted in the rear of Vicksburg, and whenever I could

spare the officers and men from our small complement, they were sent to manage
the guns—with what ability I leave to the general commanding the forces to say.

In the mean time I stationed the smaller class of gunboats to keep the banks
of the Mississippi clear of guerillas, who were assembling in force, and with a

large number of cannon, to block up the river and cut off the transports bringing

down supplies, re-enforcements, and ammunition for the army. Though the rebels,

on several occasions, built batteries, and with a large force attempted to sink or

capture the transports, they never succeeded, but were defeated by the gunboats
with severe loss on all occasions.

Without a watchful care over the Mississippi the operations of the army
Would have been much interfered with ; and I can say honestly that officers

never did their duty better than those who have patrolled the river from Cairo

to Vicksburg. One steamer only was badly disabled since our operations com-
menced, and six or seven men killed and wounded. While the army have had
a troublesome enemy in front and behind them, the gunboats, marine brigade
under General Ellet, and a small force of troops under Generals Dennis and
Mower, have kept at bay a large force of rebels, over 12,000 strong, accompa-
nied by a large quantity of artillery. Though offered battle several times and
engaged, they invariably fled, and satisfied themselves by assaulting half-disci-

plined and unarmed blacks.

The capture of Vicksburg leaves us a large army and naval force free to act

all along the river, and I hope soon to add to my department the vessels which
have been temporarily lost to the service, viz : the Indianola and Cincinnati.

The effect of this blow will be felt far up the tributaries of the Mississippi;
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the timid and doubtful will take heart, and the wicked will, I hope, cease to

trouble us for fear of the punishment which will sooner or later overtake them.
There has been a large expenditure of ammunition during the siege. The

mortars have fired 7,000 mortar-shells, and the gunboats 4,500 ; 4,500 have
been fired from the naval guns on shore, and we have supplied over 6,000 to

the different army corps.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Detailed report ofActing Hear-Admiral Porter.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 13, 1863.

Sir: I have made reports to the department of the different actions that have
occurred on this river since the investment of Vicksburg; and it now remains
for me to give credit to the different officers who have participated in the events

transpiring here.

When I took command of this squadron this river was virtually closed against

our steamers from Helena to Vicksburg. It was only necessary to impress the

officers and men with the importance of opening communication with New
Orleans, and every one, with few exceptions, have embarked in the enterprise

with a zeal that is highly creditable to them, and with a determination that the

river should be opened if their aid could effect it.

With such officers and the able general who commanded the army I have not

feared for the result, though it has been postponed longer than I thought it

would be.

First and foremost allow me to speak of Captain Pennock, fleet-captain, and
commandant of station at Cairo. To him I am much indebted for the prompt-
ness with which he has kept the squadron supplied with all that was required

or could be procured. His duty has been no sinecure, and he has performed it

with an ability that could not have been surpassed by any officer of the navy.

He has materially assisted me in the management of the Tennessee and Cum-
berland squadrons, keeping me promptly informed of all the movements of the

enemy, and enabling me to make the proper dispositions to check him, exercising

a most discreet judgment in moving the vessels to meet the rebels when there

was no time to hear from me.
The war on the banks of the Tennessee and Cumberland has been carried on

most actively. There has been incessant skirmishing between the guerillas and
gunboats, in which the rebels have been defeated in every instance. So con-

stant are these attacks that we cease to think of them as of any importance,

though there has been much gallantry displayed on many occasions.

Lieutenant Commanders Phelps and Fitch have each had command of these

rivers, and have shown themselves to be most able officers. I feel no apprehen-

sion at any time with regard to movements in that quarter. Had it not been

for the activity and energy displayed by Lieutenant Commander Fitch, Captain

Pennock, and Lieutenant Commander Phelps, General Rosecrans would have
been left without provisions.

To Captain Walke, Commander Woodworth, Lieutenant Commanders Breese,

Greer, Shirk, Owen, Wilson, Walker, Bache, Murphy, Selfridge, Pritchett,

Ramsay, and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, I feel much indebted for their

active and energetic attention to all my orders, and their ready co-operation
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with the army corps commanders at all times, which enabled them to carry out

their plans successfully.

The Benton, Lieutenant Commander Greer, Mound City, Lieutenant Com-
mander Byron Wilson, Tuscumbia, Lieutenant Commander Shirk, Carondelet,

Acting Lieutenant Murphy, and the Sterling Price, Commander Woodworth,
have been almost constantly under fire of the batteries at Vicksburg since the

forty-five days' siege commenced.
The attack of the 22d of May, by the Benton, Mound City, Carondelet, and

Tuscumbia, on all the water batteries, in which three were silenced and four

guns injured or dismounted, was one of the best contested engagements of the

kind during the war.

On the next attack of the same gunboats, when General Grant opened all

his batteries for six hours, the river batteries were all deserted, and the gunboats

moved up and down without having a shot fired at them, showing the moral

effect the first attack had.

The attack of the Cincinnati, Lieutenant Commander Bache, on the water

battery, will long be ranked among the most gallant events of this war; and,

though Lieutenant Bache had the misfortune to have his vessel sunk under him,

he well deserves the handsome commendations bestowed upon him by the de-

partment.

To Lieutenant Commander Ramsay, of the Choctaw, was assigned the man-
agement of three heavy guns placed on scows and anchored in a position to

command the town and water batteries. Every gun the enemy could bring to

bear on these boats was fired incessantly at them, but without one moment's ces-

sation of fire on the part of our seamen, though the enemy's shot and shell fell

like hail among them. This battery completely enfiladed the batteries and
rifle-pits in front of General Sherman, and made them untenable.

The mortar boats were under charge of Gunner Eugene Mack, who for thirty

days stood at his post, the firing continuing night and day. He performed his

duty well, and merits approval. The labor was extremely hard, and every man
at the mortars was laid up with sickness, owing to excessive labor. After Mr.
Mack was taken ill, Ensign Miller took charge and conducted the firing with
marked ability. We know that nothing conduced more to the end of the siege

than the mortar firing, which demoralized the rebels, killed and wounded a
number of persons, killed the cattle, destroyed property of all kinds, and set

the city on fire. On the last two days we were enabled to reach the outer

works of the enemy by firing heavy charges of twenty-six pounds of powder;
the distance was three miles, and the falling of shells was very annoying to

the rebels; to use the words of a rebel officer, "our shells intruded everywhere."
Lieutenant Commander Breese has been very efficient in relieving me of a

vast amount of duty, superintending personally all the requirements made on
the navy, and facilitating the operations of the army in every way that laid

in his power. In every instance where it was at all possible to bring the Black
Hawk into action against the enemy's batteries he has not hesitated to do so,

though she is not fortified exactly for such a purpose. His long-range guns
have done most excellent service at different times.

I beg leave to mention the different commanders of the light-draughts, who have
carried out my orders promptly, aided in keeping guerillas from the river, con-

voyed transports safely, and kept their vessels in good condition for service,

viz : Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown, commanding Forest
Rose; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominey, commanding Signal; Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd, commanding Covington; Ensign Wm. C.
Handford, commanding Robb; Acting Master J. C. Bunner, commanding New
Era; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnstone, commanding Romeo;
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pierce, commanding Petrel; Acting Master
W. E. Fentress, commanding Rattler; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. E.
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Smith, commanding Linden; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. 0. Brennand,

commanding Prairie Bird ; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Gancly, commanding
Queen City. There are others who deserve commendation, but these seem to

me the most prominent.

The action of the 4th of July, at Helena, wherein the Tyler participated so

largely, has already been reported to the department. There is no doubt left

on the minds of any but that the Tyler saved Helena, for, though General

Prentiss fought with a skill and daring not excelled in this war, his little force

of thirty-five hundred men were fast being overpowered by the enemy with

eighteen thousand men, when the Tyler took a position and changed the for-

tunes of the day.

I must not omit to mention Acting Volunteer Lieutenants Hamilton and
Richardson, of the powder vessels Great Western and Judge Torrence. They
were unremitting in their attention to their duties during the siege, supplying

without delay every requisition made on them by army and navy, and volun-

teering for any service.

When the army called on the navy for siege guns, I detailed what officers

and men I could spare to man and work the batteries. Lieutenant Commander
Selfiridge had command of the naval battery on the right wing, General Sher-

man's corps. This battery was worked with marked ability, and elicited the

warmest praises from the commanding general. One thousand shells were fired

into the enemy's works from Lieutenant Commander Selfridge's guns. His
services being required up the river, I relieved him a few days before the sur-

render, and Lieutenant Commander Walker supplied his place and conducted

the firing with the same ability.

Acting Master Charles B. Dahlgren was ordered to report to General Mc-
Pherson for duty, and was assigned the management of two nine-inch guns,

which were admirably served.

Acting Master Reed, of the Benton, had charge of the batteries at Fort

Benton—so named by General Herron, in honor of the occasion. General
Herron generously acknowledged the services of those I sent him, which com-
munication I enclose with this report.

I have endeavored to do justice to all who were immediately engaged in the

struggle for the mastery of the Mississippi. To the army do we owe imme-
diate thanks for the capture of Vicksburg; but the army was much facilitated

by the navy, which was ready at all times to co-operate. This has been no
small undertaking. The late investment and capture of Vicksburg will be

characterized as one of the greatest military achievements ever known. The
conception of the idea originated solely with General Grant, who adopted a

course in which great labor was performed, great battles were fought, and great

risks were run. A single mistake would have involved us in difficulty; but

so well were all the plans matured, so well were all the movements timed, and
so rapid were the evolutions performed, that not a mistake has occurred from
the passage of the fleet by Vicksburg, and the passage of the army across the

river, up to the present time. So confident was I of the ability of General
Grant to carry out his plans when he explained them to me, that I never hesi-

tated to change my position from above to below Vicksburg. The work was
hard, the fighting severe, but the blows struck were constant.

In forty-five days after our army was landed, a rebel army of 60,000 men
had been captured, killed, and wounded, or scattered to their homes, perfectly

demoralized, while our loss has been only about 5,000 killed, wounded, and
prisoners, and the temporary loss of one gunboat.
The fortifications and defences of the city exceed anything that has been

built in modern times, and are doubly unassailable from their immense height

above the bed of the river.

The fall of Vicksburg insured the fall of Port Hudson and the opening ot
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the Mississippi river, which, I am happy to say, can be traversed from its source

to its mouth without apparent impediment, the first time during the war.

I take this opportunity to give to Mr. Fendal and Mr. Strausz, assistants in

the Coast Survey, the full credit they deserve for their indefatigable industry.

Since they have been attached to the squadron they have been connected with

almost every expedition that has been undertaken ; they have kept both army
and navy supplied with charts, when they could not otherwise be obtained;

they were found ready at all times to go anywhere or do anything required of

them, whether it was on a gunboat expedition or in the trenches before Vicks-

burg, engineering, when the general commanding called for volunteers from the

navy. They have added to our collection of maps many geographical corrections

which are valuable, and they have proved to me that no squadron can operate

effectively without a good corps of surveyors.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letterfrom Major General Herron to Admiral Porter.

Headquarters Left Division Investing Forces,
Vicksburg, July 5, 1863.

Admiral: While congratulating you on the success of the army and navy
in reducing the Sebastopol of rebeldom, I must at the same time thank you for

the aid my division has had from yourself and your ships.

The guns received from the Benton, under charge of Acting Master Reed, a

gallant and efficient officer, have formed the most effective battery I had, and I

am glad to say that the officer in charge has well sustained the reputation of

your squadron. For the efforts you have made to co-operate with me in my
position on the left I am under many obligations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. J. HERRON,
Major General.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letterfrom Major General Herron to Lieutenant Commander Greer.

Headquarters Left Division Investing Forces,
Vicksburg, July 5, 1863.

Captain : Having had from your ship, since the first of our siege operations
on the left of the investing line, four of your heavy guns, under charge of Act-
ing Master J. Frank Reed, I must, before their return to the ship, express to
you my thanks for the good service they have rendered, and the admirable and
officer-like manner in which they were handled by Acting Master Reed. His
battery (which I have named, after your ship, battery Benton) has been our
main support in advancing, and I learn has been a terror to the rebels in our
immediate front.

The management and conduct of Acting Master Reed and his subordinates,
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William Moore and "W. P. Brownell, cannot be too highly spoken of, and I can
assure you they have nobly sustained the reputation of your ship and the Mis-
sissippi squadron.

Acting Master Reed is well worthy of promotion.

Congratulating you, captain, on the combined successes of the army and navy
in reducing this Sebastopol of the rebels, I remain, very truly, yours,

F. J. HEREON,
Major General.

Captain J. H. Greer,
Commanding Benton.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Selfridge, commanding naval battery.

United States Steamer Conestoga,
Mississippi River, July 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to present the following report of the naval battery,

consisting of two 8-inch columbiads, whilst under my command.
Acting under your orders of June 1st, I reported to General Sherman, who

located the battery nearly on the extreme right, not far from the river. After

many delays I succeeded in getting one gun in position the night of June 4th.

Fire was opened from it the next morning, and the next night the other was got

in position. Opposed to us was an 8-inch columbiad, six hundred yards distant,

and a 32-pounder, one thousand yards distant.

The columbiad was disabled by our fire the second day, and no further use

made of it ; the 32-pounder was also effectually silenced. There was nothing

left at which to direct our fire but rifle-pits. Upon these I kept a slow and
steady fire at different intervals during the day. Operating upon earthworks, it

was impossible to know the damage inflicted. Deserters report, however, that

our fire was so accurate as to cause the battery to be greatly feared, and that it

had done them much harm. On June 25, agreeably to your orders, I turned

my command over to Captain Walker.
It gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the good conduct of my officers

and men. The labor imposed upon them was very arduous—working their

guns under a hot sun, and frequently employed half the night repairing the

damage inflicted during the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOMAS O. SELFRIDGE,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letterfrom Major General Sherman to Admiral Porter.

Headquarters Expeditionary Army,
Black River, July 4, 1863.

Dear Admiral: No event in my life could have given me more personal

pride or pleasure than to have met you to-day on the wharf at Vicksburg—

a

Fourth of July so eloquent in events as to need no words or stimulants to ele-

vate its importance.

I can appreciate the intense satisfaction you must feel at lying before the very

monster which has defied us with such deep and malignant hate, and seeing
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your once disunited fleet again a unit, and, better still, the chain that made an
enclosed sea of a link in the great river broken forever. In so magnificent a

result I stop not to count who did it. It is done, and the day of our nation's

birth is consecrated and baptised anew in a victory won by the united navy and
army of our country. God grant that the harmony and mutual respect that

exist between our respective commanders, and shared by all the true men of

the joint service, may continue forever, and serve to elevate our national charac-

ter, threatened with shipwreck. Thus I muse as I sit in my solitary camp out

in the wood, far from the point for which we have jointly striven so long and so

well, and, though personal curiosity would tempt me to go and see the frowning

batteries and sunken pits that have defied us so long, and sent to their silent

graves so many of early comrades in the enterprise, I feel that other tasks lie

before me, and time must not be lost. Without casting anchor, and despite the

heat, and the dust, and the drought, I must again into the bowels of the land,

to make the conquest of Vicksburg fulfil all the conditions it should in the pro-

gress of this war. Whether success attend my efforts or not, I know that

Admiral Porter will ever accord to me the exhibition of a pure and unselfish

zeal in the service of our country.

It does seem to me that Port Hudson, without facilities for supplies or inte-

rior communication, must soon follow the fate of Vicksburg and leave the river

free, and to you the task of preventing any more Vicksburgs or Port Hudsons
on the bank of the great inland sea.

Though further apart, the navy and army will still act in concert, and I as-

sure you I shall never reach the banks of the river or see a gunboat but I will

think of Admiral Porter, Captain Breese, and the many elegant and accom-
plished gentlemen it has been my good fortune to meet on armed or unarmed
decks of the Mississippi squadron. Congratulating you and the officers and
men of your command at the great result in which you have borne so conspic •

uous a part,

I remain, as ever, your friend and servant,

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major General.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Fleet.

Congratulatory letter to Rear-Admiral Porter on t?ie surrender of Vicksburg.

Navy Department, July 13, 1863.

Sir : Your despatch of the 4th instant, announcing the surrender of Vicks-
burg on the anniversary of the great historic day in our national annals, has
been received. The fall of that place insures a severance of the rebel territory,

and must give to the country the speedy uninterrupted navigation of the rivers
which water and furnish the ocean outlet to the great central valley of the
Union. For the past year the key to the Mississippi has been Vicksburg, and
so satisfied of this was the rebel chief who pioneered the rebellion and first

gave the order to open the fires of civil strife, that he staked his cause upon its

retention. By the herculean efforts of the army under the admirable leadership
of General Grant, and the persistent and powerful co-operation of the navy,
commanded by yourself, this great result under the providence of Almighty
God has been achieved. A slave empire, dividedby this river into equal parts,
with liberty in possession of its banks, and freedom upon its waters, cannot
exist. The work of rescuing and setting free this noble artery, whose unre-
stricted vital current is essential to our nationality, commenced with such
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ability by the veteran Farragut and the lamented Foote, and continued by.

Davis, is near its consummation. You have only to proceed onward and meet
that veteran chief whose first act was to dash through the gates by which the

rebels assumed to bar the entrance to the Mississippi, whose free communication

to and above New Orleans he has ever since proudly maintained.

When the squadrons of the upper and lower Mississippi shall combine, and
the noble river be again free to a united people, the nation will feel its integrity

restored and the names of the heroic champions who signalized themselves in

this invaluable service will be cherished and honored. Present and future mil-

lions on the shores of those magnificent rivers which patriotism and valor shall

have emancipated, will remember with unceasing gratitude the naval heroes who
so well performed their part in these eventful times.

To yourself, your officers, and the brave and gallant sailors, who have been

so fertile in resources, so persistent and enduring through many months of trial

and hardship, and so daring under all circumstances, I tender, in the name of the

President, the thanks and congratulations of the whole country on the fall of

Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, &c,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Vicksburg, Miss.

ENGAGEMENT AT MILLIKEN'S BEND.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag- Ship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, June 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on the 7th instant, owing to a report

that the rebels (in force about 4,000) were threatening Milliken's Bend, where
a quantity of army stores were kept, (guarded by the two black regiments and
part of the 29th Iowa,) I despatched the gunboats Choctaw and Lexington to

that place to protect them.
Our troops had thrown up some extra intrenchments near the levee, and pre-

pared to receive the rebels, with some doubts as to the issue. The enemy made
his attack before daylight, and many of our men had not arrived at that point.

The blacks, however, met the onset manfully, and a company of the Iowa
regiment stood at their posts until they were slaughtered to a man, killing an
equal number of rebels. The fight was desperate, and our men, overpowered,
had to retreat behind the bank, near the water's edge, followed closely by the

rebels. Then the gunboats opened on the rebels with shell, grape and canister,

and they fled in wild confusion, not knowing the gunboats were there, or ex-

pecting such a reception.

They retreated rapidly to the woods and soon disappeared. Eighty dead
rebels were left on the ground, and our trenches were packed with the dead
bodies of the blacks, who stood at their posts like men. When last heard from
the enemy was bound in the direction of Lake Providence. I despatched gun-

boats to meet him.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy-
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Report of Lieutenant Commander F. 31. Ramsay, commanding the Choctaw.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, June 11, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave to enclose you the report of Lieutenant Commander Frank
M. Ramsay, commanding United States steamer Choctaw, in relation to the

part taken by the gunboats in the action at Milliken's Bend on the 7th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

United States Steamer Choctaw,
Near Vicksburg, June 10, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order, I proceeded to Milliken's Bend on the 6th

instant. At 3.15 a. m. on the 7th an army officer hailed the vessel and stated

that our pickets had been attacked by the enemy. At 3.35, seeing sharp firing

close into the camp of our troops, I opened fire with the 100- pounder rifle and
9-inch gun. Our troops, with the exception of the 23d Iowa, broke immediately

and got under the bank of the river.

It was impossible for me to see the enemy on account of the high bank, and
I could learn their position only by hailing our troops. About 8.30 the enemy
commenced to re reat. At 9 the Lexington came up and threw a few shells

into the woods.

Had not a gunboat been present the enemy would have captured everything.

I fired forty-six percussion shells, (captured from the enemy at Haines's Bluff,)

seventeen shrapnell, and five 5" shells from the 100-pounder rifle, and thirty

-

four 5" shells from the 9-inch gun.

The percussion shells captured at Haines's Bluff are superior to all the shells

that have been furnished this vessel for the 100-pounder.

They are eleven and a quarter inches in length and weigh sixty pounds.

Not one of them turned over, and only one or two failed to explode. Every one
of our 5" shells commenced turning over as soon as it left the gun. The shells

from the 9-inch gun exploded at the proper time. I sent boats and brought on
board twenty wounded officers and men, who received every care and attention

from Acting Assistant Surgeon E. P. Robbins. Two of the officers died. The
others were transferred to army transports to be carried to hospitals.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK M: RAMSAY,
Lieutenant Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davtd D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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MOVEMENTS OF THE GUNBOAT FLEET ON THE TENNESSEE RIVER.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, June 14, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to forward a report of Captain S. L. Phelps, report-

ing the late movements of the gunboat fleet on the Tennessee river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Commander S. L. Phe 7ps.

United States Gunboat Covington,
Fort Henry, June 3, 1863.

Sir : Beginning with the date of the last report I had the honor to forward,

I have now to inform you that the three gunboats left to co-operate in a move-
ment across the Tennessee at Hamburg effected that purpose. On the 24th
the Covington, at Savannah, crossed and covered a small force, which proceeded
a few miles back and destroyed a cotton and woollen factory and a mill used
by the rebels.

On the evening of the 26th fifteen hundred cavalry, with four howitzers,

under Colonel Cornyn, 10th Missouri cavalry, arrived at Hamburg from
Corinth, and the gunboats safely crossed the force over the river.

Colonel Cornyn made a forced march to Florence, Alabama, which place he
captured after a sharp fight. He destroyed an immense amount of property of

various kinds belonging to the enemy and in use by him, among which were
three large cotton mills, and also large deposits of corn. The colonel estimates

the value of the property destroyed at $2,000,000. He returned to Hamburg
on the 30th, with sixty prisoners of war.

Meanwhile one hundred and fifty cavalry had landed at Savannah, under
cover of the guns of the Covington, intended to operate in that neighborhood,

and keep open communication between Colonel Cornyn and the gunboats.

The Fanny Barker and Robb covered the landing opposite Hamburg, The
force at Savannah had captured some stock and brought it in, but on the 30th,

while returning from an expedition with considerable stock, the commander
found himself pressed by a rebel force, and was obliged to abandon his stock,

and he barely succeeded into getting into Savannah, where I found him on
the river bank protected by the Covington. Colonel Biffle, the rebel com-
mander, had invested the town, demanding a surrender of our forces, and
giving an hour for the removal of women and children if this demand was not

complied with.

He received for answer, from both our commanding officers, a short and more
expressive than civil reply, "to come and take them." Not wishing to inter-

fere with Colonel Biffle's projects for getting his command badly cut up, it

turned out as I expected, mere gasconade. I went on to Hamburg, where
Colonel Cornyn had arrived, and I crossed his command over that night, with

some one thousand additional animals captured.

It appears the enemy had pushed considerable force from Spring Hill and
Columbia, General Bragg's left wing, towards Hamburg, in the hope of cutting

off Colonel Cornyn's force, but had come up too late.
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There was brisk skirmishing during the time we were crossing our people.

In the morning the enemy was discovered in the woods near where the crossing

was effected, and we shelled him out.

Numerous Union families from Harden county, Tennessee, became alarmed

at the rebel threats of vengeance, and begged me to bring them down the river,

and I have done so, having a barge load of household effects they have been

able to save.

Descending the river to as far as Perryville on the 21st, I there crossed a

small force under Lieutenant Colonel Breckenridge, for the purpose of securing

a quantity of leather at different tanneries. The rebels are seizing it wherever

found, to carry off for army purposes. Eight hundred of them are reported en-

camped twenty miles distant, with the object of covering their part of this

leather-seizing operation. I have on board a considerable quantity of hides, to

be turned over at Paducah.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. PHELPS,
Lieutenant Commander.

I have omitted to mention, there seemed to be reliable evidence that large de-

tachments from Bragg's army are moving in a southerly direction. I ordered

Lieutenant Cloudy to look after one of these, said to be 10,000 strong, but proba-

bly much less, moving towards Clifton, on this river.

There is no doubt but that Bragg's army has been drawn on for re-enforce-

ments for Vicksburg. Not one word in regard to General Rosecrans or his

movements ever reaches this command. I left three gunboats with Lieutenant

Goudy, the senior officer, to operate till my return, with coal and supplies.

S. L. PHELPS.

ENGAGEMENT AT RICHMOND, LOUISIANA, BETWEEN THE MARINE BRIGADE,

GENERAL ELLET, AND THE REBELS.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hatch, near Vicksburg, June 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, hearing the enemy had collected

a force of 12,000 men at Richmond, in Louisiana, nine miles from Milliken's

Bend, I sent General Ellet to General Mowry, at Young's Point, to act in con-

junction to break them up.

General Mowry promptly acceded to the request, and with about twelve hun-
dred men, in company with the marine brigade, Brigadier General A. W. Ellet,

commanding, proceeded to Richmond, where they completely routed the advance
guard of the rebels, consisting of four thousand men and six pieces of artillery,

captured a lot of stores, and the town was completely destroyed in the melee.

This duty was handsomely performed by the different parties concerned in it.

I enclose Brigadier General Ellet's report.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Brigadier General A. TV. Filet.

Headquarters Mississippi Marine Brigade,
Flag-Ship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, June 17, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with your con"

sent, I landed my forces at Milliken's Bend on the morning of the 15th instant*

and proceeded toward Richmond, Louisiana.

At the forks of the road, within three miles of Richmond, I met General
Mowry's command, and we proceeded forward together, my forces being in the

advance. We met the enemy about a mile from town, who opened upon our
advance line of skirmishers from behind hedges and trees and gullies, but they
fled before our advance and took shelter behind the levee on the opposite side

of the bayou, near the town.

The position was a good one, and very defensible. I deemed it imprudent
to advance our line across the open field without any cover for my men against

an enemy superior in number and well intrenched. I therefore ordered the

artillery to the front and opened upon their position, and after a vigorous can-

nonade of near an hour, with all our guns, advanced our infantry through the

woods on the right, with the intention of turning the enemy's left wing. They
returned the fire of our artillery very vigorously for a time. Soon it slackened,

and finally ceased altogether. When I arrived at the left of their position I

found it abandoned and the enemy fled. He had destroyed the bridge over the

bayou to prevent our following. We found three of the enemy dead upon the

field, two mortally wounded, and captured eleven prisoners and about sixty stand

of small-arms.

The enemy was commanded by Major General Walker, was a part of Kirby
Smith's command, and consisted of two brigades, containing seven regiments,

four thousand strong, with six pieces of artillery.

They retreated towards Delhi, where General McCulloch is said to be posted

with a command about equal in strength to the one we encountered.

This was the same force that attacked the negro regiment at Milliken's Bend,

a week before, and was repulsed.

Our entire loss was three men wounded—one, only, dangerously.

General Mowry's command participated throughout the fight most vigorously,

and I feel indebted to the general for his prompt co-operation and advice, and
his skilful manner of handling his forces. I returned the same day to my boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALFRED W. ELLET,
Brigadier General, Com'dg Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

MOVEMENTS OF THE MARINE BRIGADE FROM APRIL 5 TO MAY 29, 1863.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, June 18, 1S63.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose Brigadier General A. W. Ellet's report of

the movements of the marine brigade from April 5 to May 29, inclusive.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com }dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Headquarters Mississippi Marine Brigade,
Flag- Ship Autocrat.

Admiral : I have the honor to report that, agreeable to your order received

at Greenville, Mississippi, on the 5th of April, I immediately got under way and
proceeded as rapidly as possible to the Tennessee. The difficulty of obtaining

coal caused me several days' detention at Cairo, Illinois I left Cairo the morn-

ing of the 14th ; reached Fort Henry on the following day. There I met
Colonel Straight and his command, which, after one day's delay, was ready to

accompany me. I found at Waverly landing a gunboat waiting for us, which
continued to accompany us until we arrived at Eastport, without any enemy
being visible.

From Eastport opened communication with General Dodge, who requested I

should drop my fleet down to Savannah, and make a demonstration from that

place, to attract the enemy's attention while he advanced against Ttiscumbia.

At Savannah I disembarked my cavalry under the command of Major Hubbard,
with orders to proceed eastward to Craven's Mill, a point eighteen miles from

Savannah, where the rebel Colonel Cox, with his regiment, made their head-

quarters, and to burn the mill and stores, &c, at that point. The march was
effected in the night—the orders executed to the letter.

A large amount of flour, meal, and bacon was destroyed, several of Colonel

Cox's pickets captured, and the major returned without any loss.

From Savannah to Clifton we burned several mills and a large amount of lum-
ber. I stopped repeatedly and pushed my command back in the interior from
various points. Finally, the water becoming so low as to create apprehensions

for the safety of my boats, I determined to drop below Duck River shoals for

their security.

On the morning of the 26th of April, some three miles below the mouth of

Duck river, we were attacked by a regiment of Colonel Woodward's command,
seven hundred strong, with two pieces of artillery. The attack was very fierce,

but lasted only a few moments. The enemy had evidently mistaken us for un-

armed boats, and were unprepared for the resistance they met with. We re-

pulsed them with severe loss. We effected a landing as quickly as possible,

(the nature of the banks causing considerable detention,) and pursued their re-

treat some twelve miles. We found the commanding officer, Major White, of

the 6th Texan rangers, lying mortally wounded in a house four miles from the

battle-ground, left by his men in their precipitate retreat. The enemy aban-
doned their dead, eight in number, and we buried them. Their wounded they
succeeded in carrying off with them, owing to the necessary delay occasioned
in landing my troops, from the unfavorable condition of the river banks, and
the narrowness of the river at the spot.

Our loss was two killed and several wounded—only one seriously. We re-

mained until the next day at this place, then proceeded to Fort Henry. We
remained at Fort Henry three days for the purpose of mustering the command,
and to coal the boats, arid then proceeded again up the river. We found the
water too low to ascend above Reynoldsburg, and were obliged to return.

On the 7th of May we left the river. We destroyed a great many flats and
ferry-boats, and brought out a great many Union refugees, flying from the
effects of the rebellion.

I arrived at Cairo on the 8th of May, and immediately proceeded to repair
the damage my boats had sustained in the tortuous navigation of the Tennessee
river.

Being unable to obtain any instructions from you, I telegraphed to the de-
partment at Washington, and was ordered to proceed down the Mississippi
river, as the Tennessee was too low for my boats to act longer there.

On the 16th of May I left Cairo, stopping frequently to exercise my horses

35 N
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and drill my men. On the 22d of May I left Memphis. About thirty-five

miles above Helena my commissary and quartermaster boat was fired into from
the Mississippi side, about six miles above Austin. She was at the time some
distance in the rear of the fleet. I received the report late at night, after the

fleet had come to anchor, and made immediate arrangements to return in the

morning and punish the perpetrators of the outrage. I landed at Austin before

sunrise ; could learn nothing from the inhabitants of the existence of any
enemy near there. I discovered the wreck of a small trading boat that had re-

cently been burned, and finally learned from an old negro that some rebels had
just left the place upon our approach ; that they had burned the boat the night

before, captured the crew, and carried off the freight in wagons.
I immediately ordered the cavalry in pursuit, the infantry to follow as rap-

idly as possible. Major Hubbard came upon the enemy about eight miles out,

near one thousand strong, with two pieces of artillery. He was surrounded,

and his retreat cut off, but was able to find a position where, by dismounting
his men, he repelled the enemy's repeated charges upon his little band of less

than two hundred men, and maintained his position until relieved by the arrival

of the infantry. Our loss was two killed and nineteen wounded, mostly very
slight wounds. We found five of the enemy dead on the field, obtained

twenty-two stand of arms, captured one wagon and team, and three prisoners,

besides several horses and mules.

I burned the town of Austin. By searching the houses we found that a

lively trade of smuggling goods was carried on at this place. Whiskey, salt,

molasses, fish, dry-goods, and medicines in large quantities, and unbroken pack-

ages, were discovered. As the fire progressed the discharge of fire-arms from
the houses was constant and rapid, notwithstanding we had searched them all.

Two heavy explosions of powder also occurred. We returned to Helena the

same evening. On the following day I received a request from General Pren-

tiss that I should remain with my command before Helena, as the place was
threatened with an attack, until he could find something of the enemy's
purpose.

On the 26th of May we left Helena, and, hearing of no enemy, proceeded

slowly down the river, and arrived above Vicksburg on the morning of the 29th
of May.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALFRED W. ELLET.
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

REPORT OF ACTING ENSIGN W. C. HANFORD, COMMANDING GUNBOAT ROBB,

OF ACTION AT CERRO GORDA.

United States Gunboat Robb,
Fort Hindman, Ky., June 24, 1863.

Sir : I send you a report of the action that took place, on the morning of

the 19th instant, at Cerro Gorda, resulting in the loss of one of my men, and
two severely wounded.
On the afternoon of the 18th I suggested to Captain Hurd the possibility of

catching some of Colonel Biffle's men, if I placed a couple of pieces of artil-

lery at Cerro Gorda, opposite to where they came and fired across the river

during the departure of gunboats from that place. It met Captain Hurd's
approval.

In the evening I gat a horse and rode down to Cerro Gorda, in order to pick

out a good situation for the battery. Having found one to suit me, I returned
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and got my guns mounted on field carriages, and at 10 p. m. started down and

had everything fixed ready, taking particular care to double picket all the roads

to guard against surprise. I sent to man the battery sixteen of my best men.

It was my instruction in the morning to run down to Saltillo, five miles, in order

to give the "rebs" a good chance to come in.

On the morning of the 19th, about 4.30, I heard my guns firing. The Silver

Cloud and myself started down, where we found that Biffle had made a charge

on the battery with four hundred men ; but my men were prepared for them,

and opened their ranks well. I have learned since (but it is only a picked-up

report) that Biffle lost fifty killed and wounded. I believe their loss was about

that, as theji charged four abreast, (dismounted,) and came to within twenty
yards of the cannon's mouth, while canister was being fired into them like

rain. I lost, killed, Crawford J. Hill, fireman, and buried him at Craven's land-

ing; Madison M. Hill, quarter gunner, and John N. Matthews, quartermaster,

severely wounded. These I have sent to Smith's and to their homes.
Too much credit cannot be awarded to the men who manned the battery.

They did their duty faithfully.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. C. HANFORD,
Commanding Robb.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Respectfully forwarded. Mr. Hanford has proved himself to be a most faith-

ful officer on all occasions.

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

ATTACK ON BLACK TROOPS AT GOODRICH'S LANDING, &o.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, July 2, 1863.

Sir : On the 29th of June I received a communication from General Dennis,

commanding the post at Young's Point, informing me that our black troops at

Goodrich's landing had been attacked, and the rebels were getting the upper
hand of them. I had already despatched a gunboat to that point, but sent off

another without delay. I also directed General Ellet to proceed with the marine
brigade to the scene of action, and remain there until everything was quiet.

The headmost vessel of the brigade (John Rains's) arrived there as the rebels

were setting fire to the so-called government plantation, and supposing her to

be an ordinary transport they opened fire on her with field-pieces, but were much
surprised to have the fire returned with shrapnell, which fell in among them,
killing and wounding a number. The result was a retreat on the part of the

rebels, and the escape of a number cf negroes whom they had imprisoned.

The gunboat Romeo also came from up the river about this time, and hearing

the firing, hurried to the scene of action. The commander soon discovered the

rebels setting fire to the plantation, and commenced shelling them. This he
kept up for a distance of fifteen miles, chasing them along the river banks, the

rebels setting fire to everything as they went along. The result was an almost
total destruction of houses and property along the river front in that vicinity.

The rebels carried off about 1,200 negroes who were employed working on the

so-called government plantation.*********
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General Ellet landed his forces, and, in company with a black brigade, pro-

ceeded to chase the rebels, who were making a hasty retreat when they found
there was a force after them. It was no part of their system to fight ; they only

came to plunder and carry off the negroes. General Ellet found the road strewn

with broken carts and furniture, which the rebels left in their haste to get away
from our forces He pursued them as far as Tensas river, where they had
crossed, burnt the bridges, and entrenched themselves for a battle. This was
soon offered them, and our artillery opened on them and soon put them to flight,

notwithstanding it was reported that they had twenty field-pieces.

General Ellet not knowing the country very well, and having only a small

force with him, deemed it proper not to pursue the rebels much further. He
sent two hundred infantry across the bayou, and found that the rebels were re-

treating to Delhi, leaving all their plunder—splendid furniture, pianos, pic-

tures, &c.—strewn along the road.

The unexpected re-enforcement of the brigade, and the gunboats, saved the

whole of the black troops.

It is only a temporary peace, though, for as long as the blacks remain in such

small force, so long will they be an object of attack.

The party who made this attack on the so-called government plantations are

the same that attacked Milliken's Bend some short time since ; they are a half-

starved, half-naked set, and are in hopes of capturing some of the transports

with clothing and provisions. They have not done so yet, and I think the pre-

cautions I have taken will prevent their doing so at any time.
JjC *fp 5j^ *K *K ^ W 9p 5j*

The siege of Vicksburg progresses as usual, the weather being so hot that

little can be done between 9 a. m. and 4 p. m. The mortars are kept going con-

stantly night and day, and the gunboats below the city co-operate with the

army on shore, (General Herron's division,) and generally succeed in silencing

the batteries. I am also placing nine, ten, and 100-pounder guns on scows, and
have stationed them at the point nearest Vicksburg. They obliged the rebels to

withdraw some troublesome guns from the fort which sunk the Cincinnati, and
commanded every point in and about the city.

We have to be sparing with our ammunition, as the army depend upon us en-

tirely for supplies for the heavy siege guns. I have landed from the gunboats,

for the use of the army in the rear of Vicksburg, five 8-inch guns, two 9-inch

guns, two 42-pounder rifles, four 32-pounder smooth-bores, besides the Cin-

cinnati's guns, which are being mounted on shore by Colonel Woods, of Gene-
ral Sherman's division.

Whenever I could do so without impairing the efficiency of the vessels, I

sent officers and crews with the guns. I have also supplied the carriages and
ammunition wanted for the heavy guns captured from the enemy at Haines's

Bluff, which place the army have strongly fortified inland.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Letter of Rear-Admiral Porter enclosing Brigadier General Ellefs report.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 8, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose Brigadier General Ellet's report of the

operations of the marine brigade at Goodrich's landing and vicinity on the 30th

ultimo.

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com^dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Brigadier General A. TV. Ellet, commanding marine brigade.

Headquarters Mississippi Marine Brigade,
Flag-Ship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, July 3, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instruc-

tions, I proceeded without delay, on the evening of the 29th June, to Goodrich's

landing with my whole available command. I found the troops at that point all

under arms, and could plainly see the evidence of the enemy's operations in the

burning mansions, cotton gins, and negro quarters, as far as the eye could reach.

It was 2 o'clock, on the morning of the 30th June, when I reached the scene of

operations. I at once ordered the entire force to disembark, infantry, artillery,

and cavalry, and at daylight started in search of the enemy, Colonel Wood, com-
manding the negro troops, accompanying me with his whole force. About rive

miles out we reached Colonel Wood's outposts, where the night before two com-
panies of negro troops with their officers had been surrounded and captured after

a spirited resistance and considerable loss to the enemy. From this point I

started the cavalry in advance to push the retreating enemy, and, if possible,

hold them until the main body could be brought up forward. They overtook

the enemy resting on the opposite side of the Bayou Tensas, and immediately
engaged him, and held him in check till I arrived with the main body. The
enemy had shown a large force of cavalry and several pieces of artillery. He
endeavored to cross the bayou with one regiment of cavalry and turn my right

flank, which movement was promptly met by our advance line of skirmishers,

who repulsed the enemy handsomely. At the same time my artillery opened
upon him with effect, and he retreated precipitately, having piled all the bridge

flooring together and burned it to prevent our crossing. I crossed three com-
panies on the sleepers, who followed the line of retreat for near two miles. They
found the road strewn with abandoned booty stolen from the houses they had
burned ; among other articles, a very fine piano.

Three of the enemy's dead were found on the field, and some thirty stand of

small-arms picked up. The enemy was undoubtedly, from information subse-

quently obtained, more than double our strength, and were provided with artillery

and cavaliy, but they were evidently not inclined to make a standing fight, their

main object being to secure the negroes taken from the plantations along the

river, some hundreds of whom they had captured. In passing by the negro
quarters, on three of the burning plantations, we were shocked by the sight of

the charred remains of human beings who had been burned in the general con-

flagration. No doubt they were the sick negroes whom the unscrupulous enemy
were too indifferent to remove.
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I witnessed five such spectacles myself in passing the remains of those plan-

tations that lay in our line of march, and do not doubt there were many others

on the twenty or more plantations that I did not visit, which were burned in

like manner.

Our loss in the engagement was, Captain Wright, Co. D, cavalry, mortally

wounded, (since dead,) and two negroes of Colonel Wood's, slightly wounded.
The day was intensely hot. I returned to the boat by slow marches, having

marched the entire command nearly twenty-five miles without food, and almost

without water.

Of course, the increase of sickness has been very great ; over one hundred
cases had to be removed to the hospital the following day, and many more are

still suffering from the effects of such severe labor.

The steamer Raino, of my brigade, under command of Major Hubbard, arrived

at Goodrich's landing a few hours in advance of us. As she passed a point two
miles below Lake Providence, the enemy drew up in line of battle and fired a
couple of shots from their howitzers at her. The Raino immediately replied

from her two twelve-pounder brass guns, and the enemy fled in great haste.

Major Hubbard immediately landed in pursuit. He found three dead rebels,

killed by his shells, gathered up twenty-six stand of small-arms, and rescued

some hundreds of captured negroes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALFRED W. ELLET,
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Acting Rear-Admiral P. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

REBEL ATTACK ON HELENA, ARKANSAS.—CO-OPERATION OF THE GUNBOATS.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Skip Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 9, 1863.

Sir : On the 21st of June I received intimation from various sources, spies'

deserters, &c, that the rebel General Price was moving from Arkansas towards

the Mississippi river, with a large force in three columns, and a quantity of

heavy artillery, for the purpose of seizing on some point on the river, cut off our

transports, and relieve Vicksburg. I immediately made the proper dispositions

to meet the rebels at such points as I knew to be assailable, and Helena being

a desirable point for the rebels to get possession of, I sent what I considered a

sufficient force to that vicinity. The Bragg, Tyler, and Hastings were the

vessels detailed. General Prentiss had, however, no apprehension of an attack.

The Bragg remained there, while the other two cruised in the vicinity. On
the 1st or 2d of July Lieutenant Commander Phelps, whom I had put in charge

of the upper river, sent the Tyler back to Helena, anticipating an attack there.

When Lieutenant Commander Pritchett arrived, General Prentiss had received

notice of the advance of General Price on Helena, with 15,000 men. Having
only 3,500 men, he made the best disposition for the attack that he could make .

under the circumstances. The rebels attacked the outworks of our troops on

July 4 with their whole force, and as the works were slight, succeeded in

driving in the small force opposed to them, getting possession of a small fort

and four light guns. Proceeding on and overpowering our weak outposts, the

rebels succeeded in reaching the crest of the hill which commanded the town of

Helena, and would likely have obtained possession of it, but the gunboat Tyler
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opened on them with her heavy battery of shell guns at easy range, and cut

them up very badly, while two thirty-pounders on the hill, manned by the

troops, also opened a cross fire on them, and between the gunboat and small

fort the enemy were cut to pieces. Many of them threw down their arms and
fled in a panic. The troops under General Prentiss behaved bravely and fought

most gallantly. They charged the discomfited mass of the rebels with the

bayonet while the Tyler was mowing down the retreating mob with shrapnell

and shell, and the victory was ours. The garrison pursued and captured over

nine hundred men as prisoners, and I am informed that quite one thousand five

hundred were killed and wounded—nearly as many as composed our garrison at

Helena.

This has been one of the most signal defeats the enemy have met with for

some time. Lieutenant Commander Pritchett deserves great credit for the share

he took in the fight; the effective manner in which he delivered his fire, and the

position he took, enabled him to check the enemy when they were very certain

in their own mind of getting possession of Helena.

This affair will likely break up Price's army, and he is now retreating towards
Alexandria. In the morning I shall send a strong force of gunboats up the

Red river to ascend the Tensas and Washita, in hopes of intercepting him and
his command. He has eleven transports up the Tensas, which I am pretty sure

of disabling.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander J. M. Pritchett.

United States Gunboat Tyler,
Helena, Arkansas, July 6, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that General Holmes attacked this place on
the morning of the 4th instant, with about 18,000 men, between the hours of 4

and 5 a. m., and after eight hours' hard fighting we repulsed the enemy with a
loss of nearly three thousand men killed and wounded, and prisoners ; we have
already shipped to Memphis, Tennessee, between eight hundred and nine hun-
dred prisoners.

General Prentiss has now between four hundred and five hundred of the

enemy's wounded, found on the field, and they are still coming in.

I am informed by the officers of the army that, had it not been for the assist-

ance rendered by this vessel, the town would have been captured.

It affords me great pleasure to state that my officers and crew conducted
themselves in the most creditable manner.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. M. PRITCHETT,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF THE ATTACK ON HELENA.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Haivk, off Vicksburg, July 11, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose you a full report of the late affair at Helena,
where the gunboat Tyler saved the day, and enabled our little band of soldiers

to capture a number of the enemy.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander S. S. Phelps.

United States Iron-clad Ram Eastport,
Helena, Arkansas, July 8, 1863.

Sir : General Holmes, with a reported force of eighteen thousand rebels,

attacked this place at daylight on the morning of the 4th instant, and was re-

pulsed after a hard-contested fight of several hours' duration.

The enemy attacked the centre of the defences and carried the rifle-pits and
a battery upon the crest of the hills in the rear, which commanded not only
Helena itself, but also all the other defensive works, including Fort Curtis.

After possessing himself of that position he pushed large forces down the slope

of the ridge into the gorges, and his sharpshooters began the work of driving

the artillerists from the guns in the main fort. Rebel guns, both above and
below the town, had been planted upon commanding positions, and opened fire

upon the line of defensive works across the river bottom, about one thousand
yards in width, and his troops were in force near them to secure the advantages

the capture of the works upon the hills would offer for closing upon the town
from both directions along the river bottom. The Tyler had been covering the

approach by the old town road ; but Captain Pritchett discovered the enemy
pressing down the hill-side after the capture of the battery in the centre, and
took up such a position that, while his broadside guns poured a destructive fire

upon the slopes and enfiladed the ravines, his stern guns effectually silenced the

rebel battery below, and his bow guns played simultaneously upon the upper
one. The slaughter of the enemy at this time was terrible, and all unite in

describing the horrors of that hill-side and the ravines after the battle as baffling

description, the killed being literally torn to pieces by shell, and the avenging

fire of the gunboat pursued the enemy two or three miles to his reserve forces,

creating a panic there which added not a little to the end of victory.

The enemy's loss is very heavy. Our forces have buried three hundred and
eighty of his killed, and many places have been found where he had himself

buried his dead. His wounded number eleven hundred, and the prisoners are

also eleven hundred. Our cavalry forces are hourly discovering dead and
wounded in the surrounding country, and are bringing in stragglers and deserters.

Boats passing up the river for two days after the battle were continually hailed

by deserters from the rebel ranks wishing to get on board to escape.

An examination of the field and the reports I hear convince me that the Tyler

contributed greatly to the defeat of the enemy, and the terrible slaughter in his

ranks is largely hers. It is due to Captain Pritchett to add that he took up an
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admirable position, and used his battery in a manner alike creditable to himself

and to his officers and men.
First at Belmont, then at Pittsburg Landing, and now here, the Tyler has

been of inestimable value, and has saved the fortunes of the day. The garrison,

numbering but three thousand three hundred men, with lines entirely too exten-

sive for such a force, evidently fought with a courage and determination with-

out superior example in this war.

Our loss in killed and wounded is about one hundred and eighty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. PHELPS, Lieut. Com'dr,
Commanding Second Division Mississipjn Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississipjn Squadron.

Letter from Major General Prentiss, coinjrtimenting Lieut. Com'dr Pritchett.

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas,
Helena, Arkansas, July 9, 1863.

Admiral : I take pleasure in transmitting to you my testimony concerning

the valuable assistance rendered me during the battle at this place on the 4th

instant by Lieutenant Commander James M. Pritchett, of the gunboat Tyler.

I assure you, sir, that he not only acquitted himself with honor and distinction

during the engagement proper, but with a zeal and patience as rare as they are

commendable. When informed of the probabilities of an attack on this place

he lost no time and spared no labor to make himself thoroughly acquainted with

the topography of the surrounding country ; and I attribute not a little of our

success in the late battle to his full knowledge of the situation, and his skill in

adapting the means within his command to the end to be obtained. Nor can I

refrain from mentioning that after the engagement, and while we were expecting

a renewal of the attack, Commander Pritchett, commanding a division of your
fleet, was unusually efficient in procuring timely re-enforcements.

Permit me to add, sir, that I can conceive of no case wherein promotion would
be more worthily bestowed than in the case of Commander Pritchett, and it will

afford me much pleasure to learn that his services have received a proper reward.

I write this communication, sir, quite unsolicited, and without the knowledge of

Commander Pritchett.

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,

B. M. PRENTISS, Major General
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Cormnandivg Mississippi Squadron.

Congratulatory letter to Lieutenant Commander James M. Pritchett.

Navy Department, July 27, 1863.

Sir : I have received from Rear-Admiral Porter the reports of your successful

co-operation with the army in repelling an attack of a much superior rebel force

upon the troops of General Prentiss at Helena, Arkansas, on the 4th instant.

Your prompt action on the occasion deserves and receives the unqualified

approbation of the department. Rear-Admiral Porter and General Prentiss

compliment you in terms of great praise for your skill and the effective manage-
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ment of the guns of the Tyler, which were served with such disastrous and
signal effect upon the ranks of the enemy.

It is no reflection upon the troops of General Prentiss, who are represented

to have fought with determined gallantry and bravery against overwhelming
numbers, to say that they were saved, in all probability, from serious disaster

by the valuable assistance rendered by the Tyler, under your command.
Accept the department's congratulations for yourself and the officers and men

under your command, for your glorious achievement, which adds another to the

host of brilliant successes of our navy and army on the anniversary of our
national independence.

Very respectfully, &c,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Lieut. Com'dr James M. Pritchett, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Gunboat Tyler, Mississippi Squadron.

NAVAL AND MILITARY EXPEDITION TO YAZOO CITY.—ENGAGEMENT WITH
BATTERIES.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag- Ship Black Hatvk, off Vichsburg, July 14, 1863.

Sir : Hearing that General Johnson was fortifying Yazoo City with heavy
guns, and gathering troops there for the purpose of obtaining supplies for his

army from the Yazoo country ; also that the remainder of the enemy's best

transports were there, showing a possibility of his attempt to escape, Major
General Grant and myself determined to send a naval and military expedition

up there to capture them. The Baron De Kalb, New National, Kenwood, and
Signal were despatched, under command of Lieutenant Commander John G.
Walker, with a force of troops, numbering five thousand, under Major General

Frank J. Herron.

Pushing up to the city, the Baron De Kalb engaged the batteries, which were
all prepared to receive her, and after finding out their strength, dropped back to

notify General Herron, who immediately landed his men, and the army and
navy made a combined attack on the enemy's works. The rebels soon fled,

leaving everything in our possession, and set fire to four of their finest steamers,

that ran on the Mississippi river in times past.

The army pursued the enemy and captured their rear guard of 260 men, and
at last accounts were taking more prisoners. Six (6) heavy guns and one vessel,

formerly a gunboat, fell into our hands, and all the munitions of war. Unfor-

tunately, while the Baron De Kalb was moving slowly along she run foul of a

torpedo, which exploded and sunk her. There was no sign of anything of the

kind to be seen. While she was going down another exploded under her stern.

The water is rising fast in the Yazoo, and we can do nothing more than get the

guns out of her and then get her into deep water, where she will be undisturbed

until we are able to raise her.

But for the blowing up of the Baron De Kalb, it would have been a good
move. We have generally obtained information of torpedoes from negroes and

deserters, but heard nothing of this. Many of the crew were bruised by the

concussion, which was severe, but no lives were lost. The officers and men lost

everything. She went down in fifteen minutes. We must have her up again

as soon as possible. We have much to contend with in these narrow rivers,

and cannot guard against these hidden dangers while an enemy's flag floats.

The usual lookout was kept for torpedoes, but this is some new invention of
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the enemy, which we will guard against hereafter. An attempt was made by
the perpetrator, late Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown, to plant torpedoes once before,

but the people of Yazoo City threatened to hang him if he did so. We felt sure

they would not permit it on this occasion.

While a rebel flag floats anywhere, the gunboats must follow it up. The
officers and men risk their lives fearlessly on these occasions, and I hope the

department will not take too seriously the accidents which happen to the vessels,

when it is impossible to avoid them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION INTO RED RIVER REGION.—CAPTURE OF STEAMERS.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 18, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent into the Red
river region proved very successful. Ascending the Black and Tensas rivers,

(running parallel with the Mississippi,) Lieutenant Commanding Selfridge made
the head of navigation—Tensas lake and Bayou Macon, thirty miles above
Vicksburg, and within five or six miles of the Mississippi river.

The enemy were taken completely by surprise, not expecting such a force in

such a quarter. The rebels that have ascended to that region will be obliged

to move further back from the river, if not to go away altogether. Lieutenant

Commanding Selfridge divided his forces on finding that the transports which
had been carrying stores to Walker's army had escaped up some of the narrow
streams. He sent the Manitou and Rattler up the Little Red river, (a small

tributary of the Black,) and the Forest Rose and Petrel up the Tensas. The
night was dark, and it was raining very hard, and the Manitou and Rattler suc-

ceeded in capturing the rebel steamer Louisville, one of the largest and perhaps

the best steamers now in the western waters. Up the Tensas, or one of its

tributaries, the Forest Rose and Petrel captured the steamer Elmira, loaded with

stores, sugar, and rum for the rebel army.
Finding that the steamers which had conveyed General Walker's army had

returned up the Washita, the expedition started up that river, and came sud-

denly upon two rebel steamers ; but the rebels set them on fire, and they were
consumed so rapidly that their names could not be ascertained. One steamer

loaded with ammunition escaped above the fort at Harrisonburg, which is a very
strong work, and unassailable with wooden gunboats. It is on an elevation over

one hundred feet high, which elevation covers what water batteries of heavy
guns there are.

Lieutenant Commander Selfridge was fortunate enough, however, to hear of

a large quantity of ammunition that had lately been hauled from Natchez and
deposited near Trinity, (nearly due west of Natchez,) and from whence stores,

provisions, cattle, guns, and ammunition are transported. He captured fifteen

thousand rounds of smooth-bore ammunition, one thousand rounds of Enfield

rifle and two hundred and twenty-four rounds of fixed ammunition for guns, a
rifle thirty-pounder Parrott gun-carriage, fifty-two hogsheads of sugar, ten pun-
cheons of rum, nine barrels flour, fifty barrels salt, all belonging to the con-

federate government.

At the same time he heard of a large amount of ammunition that had started
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from Natchez for Trinity, and was lying in wagons on the road half way across.

He despatched a boat around to inform me of it, but General Ransom, who had
landed a few days before at Natchez, hearing of it, also sent a detachment of

cavalry and captured the whole. Thus Walker's army is left almost without

ammunition.

The officers and men have shown great energy on this expedition, and have
met with no mishaps. They procured a good deal of information by which
future movements will be regulated.

The people in the whole of that section are very hostile to the government—
rank rebels.

I have the honor to be, &c,
DAVID D. PORTER,

Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

DESTRUCTION OF STEAM FOUNDRY IN VICKSBURG.

United States Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 20, 1863.

Sir : I forwarded by last mail, which should have been accompanied with

this letter, a report of General Ellet in relation to a battery of small guns placed

opposite Vicksburg, which is said to have annoyed the enemy very much. I

think I can approve all that General Ellet has said in relation to the officer in

charge of it. It certainly stopped the work in the foundry and prevented the

rebels from casting cannon balls, at which they were busily engaged.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Brigadier General Ellet.

Headquarters Mississippi Marine Brigade,
Flag-Ship Autocrat, Young's Point, July 9, 1863.

Admiral : I have the honor to enclose a report from Captain Groshon respect"

ing the operations of the 20-pounder Parrott gun placed on the point opposite

Vicksburg by my order, and worked by himself, for the purpose of destroying

the steam foundry operating in that city.

I am glad to be able to inform you that the gun accomplished all for which it

was intended. The work at the foundry was stopped, the boiler having been ex-

ploded by a shot, and considerable damage was done to that and other buildings.

I cannot refrain, in this connexion, from calling your attention to the merit'

of this undertaking. To erect a battery in the very face of such frowning forts

as protected the river front of Vicksburg ; to fire it continually for the space of

ten days, in open view, in defiance of the concentrated discharge of all the

enemy's guns, and this without the slightest injury to a single person engaged,

and with the most complete results as to the object for which it was intended,

renders those worthy of special mention who so faithfully discharged that duty.

The fort was erected and the gun put in position by Lieutenant Colonel George
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E. Currie, aided by First Master Samuel Herricks, with the soldiers from the

Lieutenant Adams, of this command. The gun was commanded and sighted by
Captain Groslion in person.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALFRED W. ELLET,
Brigadier General, Coni'dg Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Respectfully forwarded.

D. D. PORTER.

Report of Captain Thomas C. Groslion, of the Marine Brigade.

Headquarters Fort Adams, July 5, 1863.

Sir: In compliance with your request, I submit the following report

:

Your order to Lieutenant Colonel George E. Currie to plant the 20-pounder

Parrott gun (belonging to United States steamer B. J. Adams) on the point

opposite the foundry in Vicksburg, to reduce said foundry, was commenced on
the night of the 19th of June. As soon as it was sufficiently dark Lieutenant

Colonel Currie, in company with Captain 0. F. Brown, 1st battalion cavalry,

Mississippi marine brigade ; Captain Hews, company C ; Captain Fishers, com-
pany E ; companies F and K, 1st infantry, Mississippi marine brigade, repaired

to the place selected by him to plant the gun. After four days' and nights' hard
work, with the assistance of Masters Hendricks and Malbon, of the Autocrat and
Adams, we succeeded in building a casemated fort within a mile of the city of

Vicksburg, on the opposite side of the river, covering it Avith one thickness ol

railroad iron, deeming it sufficient protection for both men and gun.

On the morning of the 23d of June, at 9 o'clock, I opened fire on the city—fired

five rounds. The enemy responded promptly 77 rounds, from five different

guns—32, 64, and 128-pounders. Although there was no damage done to the

fort, it was thought best to strengthen the work by adding one more thickness

of railroad iron, which made it sufficiently strong to withstand the heaviest

imaginable fire.

On the 24th I fired seven rounds; the enemy returned seventy-eight rounds.

The fort was struck once, but the majority of the shots were too high. These
shots came principally from the 128-pounders ; no damage done yet. I fired

twenty rounds on the 25th, all of which were directed at the foundry and ma-
chine shop, the effects of which accomplished the desired object. The enemy
returned but six rounds, doing no damage whatever. On the 26th I fired eight

rounds at different buildings in the city. The enemy returned thirteen rounds

;

no damage done. On the 27th I fired twenty-eight rounds. This day I sup-

pose the shots had but little or no effect, or else the enemy thought it impossible

to silence the gun, as they did not return the fire at all. On the 28th I fired

seven rounds, the enemy returning sixty-four rounds. They had by this time

got perfect range of the fort, and struck it three times during the day's firing.

The damage done was but slight, and easily repaired. I fired but two rounds
on the 29th, the enemy returning fifteen rounds. They still kept the range,

and seemed to strike the fort at their pleasure. Four shots struck the fort,

doing no damage to it, but the shots cut in pieces railroad iron and ties that

were lying in front and on the top of the fort; also tearing up the ground in

every direction, rendering it unsafe for the men to venture outside of the fort,

as it appeared the enemy could see all our movements, and would fire the
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moment a man exposed himself outside. No material damage was sustained.

I did no firing on the 30th of June and 1st of July, as the fleet moved up the

river to Goodrich's landing, and took part in an engagement near that place.

On the 2d I fired seven rounds. The enemy made no reply. The 3d, and last

day, I fired fourteen rounds, six ©f which I directed at sky-parlor, (which was
used by the enemy for a lookout.) They did not seem to like it, and tried

their best to silence the gun by firing ninety shots at the fort, six of which
struck it, knocking off railroad ties and tearing up the ground on top of and
around the fort. No damage done to the fort whatever. At 6 o'clock p. m.
orders came to cease firing, as the city was about to be surrendered.

Before concluding this report, I would say great credit is due to both officers

and men of the companies herein mentioned for the work done, and the spirit

manifested in the building of the fort. Since the surrender of the city I have
learned from the foreman of the foundry that fourteen shots struck the foundry
and machine shop, two of which penetrated the boilers, rendering them useless

for further operation. The machine shop was also badly damaged by the shots.

The six shots thrown at the sky-parlor had good effect, killing two men, and
doing considerable damage otherwise.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

THOMAS 0. GROSHON,
Captain Co. F, 1st Infantry, M. M. B., Com'dg Fort Adams.

Brigadier General A. W. Ellet,
Conunanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER BARON DE KALB.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Off Vicksburg, July 22, 1863.

Sir : I had the honor to inform you of the blowing up of the Baron De Kalb
by a hidden torpedo, seventeen having been planted in the river, without wires

attached to them. The water having risen two or three feet during the night,

enabled all the vessels but the De Kalb to pass over them.

I am not sure that we shall be able to raise the De Kalb, as she sunk in

twenty (20) feet of water, and we cannot yet ascertain the injuries, but every

effort will be made. I ordered her guns, and every article that could be got, to

be removed, and this duty was performed under the most difficult circumstances;

every gun and carriage was saved undamaged ; also everything else of value.

Officers and men vied with each other in endeavoring to save the guns and
stores ; the work had all to be performed in fifteen to twenty feet of water, and
the officers set the example in diving down to make fast to the gun-carriages

;

all the small arms were saved in the same way ; also the paymaster's books and
government funds.

We are somewhat compensated for the loss of the De Kalb by the handsome
results of this expedition. Five of the largest and best boats that ever run on

this river were destroyed by the rebels to prevent their falling into our hands
;

they were burnt entirely up, and one smaller one was captured. The rebels

sustained a great loss in these boats ; any one of them could have been con-

verted into a powerful ram or gunboat, and the loss of them breaks up their

chances of transporting troops.

Besides the destruction above mentioned, the combined forces captured five

(5) heavy guns, and a lighter one, and all the ammunition and stores of the

enemy. The rebels cannot afford to lose all this material of war ; it frees the

Yazoo river of rebel troops.
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As the people of Yazoo City did not take the trouble to warn us of the exist-

ence of torpedoes after the enemy fled, which they had an opportunity of doing,

three thousand bales of cotton were seized, by General Herron, to pay for the

gunboat that was lost through their treachery. The loss to the enemy in this

expedition has been all the guns left on Yazoo river, eight hundred thousand

dollars worth of steamers, five hundred and fifty thousand dollars worth of

cotton, and as much more in other stores necessary for the maintenance of an army.
The officers and men composing the naval part of this expedition have lost no
reputation on account of the sinking of the De Kalb, but have exhibited a per-

severance and attention to duty worthy of the highest praise ; their labors in

recovering their guns and stores will not be surpassed by any one on any other

occasion.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Co?n

,dg Miss. Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Expedition to recover the Baron de Kalb.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Cairo, August 23, 1863.

Sir: In the last expedition I sent up the Yazoo to recover the Baron De
Kalb, it was ascertained that she was too much damaged to save her hull, two
torpedoes having exploded under her, tearing her bow and stern all to pieces.

Her guns and stores were saved, (with the exception of her provisions,) and
part of her machinery taken off. The water was falling so rapidly that the

gunboats were obliged to return precipitately from the river, to escape being

kept up there the rest of the season.

The iron and all other portions of the hull, were removed, to prevent it being

of use to the enemy, in case he should return to those parts, which is not likely.

I find that our visits to the Yazoo river cost the rebels more than I at first sup-

posed.

Captain Walker received information to be relied on, that, besides the five

large steamers destroyed at or near the city of Yazoo, Isaac N. Brown, late

lieutenant in the United States navy, in a panic, and for fear they would fall

into our hands, set fire to and sunk fourteen others, among them nine large ones,

the machinery of which was intended to be sent to Selma, for the gunboats
building at that place. This makes fourteen steamers lost to the enemy on the

last visit, and eight on the second. Confirmatory of this, I enclose an extract

from a rebel paper.

There are no more steamers on the Yazoo ; the large fleet that sought refuge

there, as the safest place in rebeldom, have all been destroyed.

I hear to-day that Lieutenant Commander Bache has captured two rebel

steamers in White river, loaded with stores—all the steamers that were up
there. I have received no official report of the transaction as yet.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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ENGAGEMENT AT PROVIDENCE.

United States Gunboat Mound City,

Lake Providence, August 9, 1863.

Sir: The last of General Read's brigade left this place on the 7th instant.

Yesterday morning the notorious John McNail, captain 0. S. A., and com-

manding some seventy men, made a raid into Providence for the purpose of

stealing mules and negroes, a large number of the latter having congregated

there during its occupation by the army. As soon as he made his appearance

on the levee I opened on him with the port battery, when he fled to the woods
in great confusion, leaving seven dead on the fields back of Providence, and

I doubt not many more wounded. I do not think that he will again trouble

the banks near here.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BYRON WILSON,
Lieutenant Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

RAISING OF THE CINCINNATI.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Cairo, August 16, 1863.

Sir: I had the pleasure of seeing the Cincinnati afloat before I left Vicks-

burg. We raised her with the means we had at hand without any expense. I

gave Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James F. Richardson charge of the duty.

He worked night and day for a week, and was rewarded for his labor by his

success. He fairly dug her out of the mud, for she was full inside from her

keel to her upper deck. She was much cut up, the shot going through and
through her, but we will soon have her ready for service again. May I ven-

ture to ask that the department will notice Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson's

zeal] Every article in the Cincinnati was saved.

I am visiting the different stations on the river as far as this place, and shall

return a.s soon as possible below, where arrangements are being made to drive

the rebels away from Louisiana.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, CoirCdg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

MORGAN'S RAID INTO INDIANA —SERVICES OF THE GUNBOATS UNDER LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER LE ROY FITCH.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
Cairo, August 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith report of Lieutenant Commander
Le Roy Fitch in regard to the late Morgan raid in Indiana.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant Commander Le Roy Fitch.

United States Steamer Moose,
Buffington Island, July 19, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to state that, since my last reports regarding Morgan,

I have followed on up the river, keeping on his right. In some instances I was
compelled to get out warps to get over the falls, shoals, and swift water, but I

had determined to cut him off at all hazards.

This morning I had the good fortune to intercept him just above this island,

making for the river and attempting to ford. I at once engaged him, drove

him from the banks, and captured two pieces of his artillery, a portion of his

baggage train, horses, small arms, &c. During this time General Judah was
pressing on his rear.

He did not engage us over an hour when his forces broke in the utmost con-

fusion, throwing away their arms and clothing and taking to the hills ; a portion,

however, moved up along the bank in hasty retreat, but I followed them so

closely that they soon broke and disappeared up the ravines and over the hills.

In this column moving up along the bank were several buggies and carriages,

which were abandoned to us. One of the carriages, in which Morgan was said

to be riding, was upset by one of our shells and both horses disabled. The
road along the bank was literally strewn with his plunder, such as cloth, boots,

shoes, small arms, and the like, but I had not time to land and take possession

of these things, as I wished to keep on up the river with the remnant of his

scattered band, knowing that General Judah would look out for those left in

the rear. About fifteen miles above this point I again fell in with another por-

tion of his forces fording. The current was so very swift and the channel so

narrow that it was some time before I could get within range of them. As
soon as possible I opened fire on them, killing two and causing many of the

horses to leave their riders in the water. Some had already got across, but
many put back and again took up the river.

It was reported afterwards that some twenty-five or thirty were drowned. I

left standing on both banks some fifteen or twenty horses without riders, but

had not time to stop for them. Pushing on up the river, I again saw another

squad of some twenty-five or thirty crossing, but could not, in consequence of

very shoal and swift water, get within range of them till they had crossed.

Having reached as high as it was safe for me to venture at this stage of

water, and the river still falling, I dropped down below Buffington island, where
I will remain till morning, and then proceed below Leertast Falls.

Although I could get but two vessels (the Moose and Alleghany Belle) in the

engagement to-day, owing to the numerous shoals and shape of the river, yet I

can testify to the energetic, prompt, and efficient part the officers and crews of

the steamers Reindeer, Naumkey, Victory, and Springfield took in the chase.

The officers and crew of this vessel and the Alleghany Belle acted in the

most commendable manner, and although many of them had never before been
under fire, they did their duty well.

I know not the number of killed, wounded, and prisoners, but am told the

enemy suffered severely, and that nearly the entire force was captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LE ROY FITCH, Lieut. Com'dr.
Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

36
.
n
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Complimentary lettersfrom Generals Burnside and Cox.

Mississippi Squadron, Flag-Ship Black Hawk,
August 10, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of telegrams received from
Generals Burnside and Cox in relation to the operations of the gunboats under
command of Lieutenant Commander Le Roy Fitch.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Hear-Admiral, Com'dg Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Cincinnati, July 31, 1863.

Sir: It affords me great pleasure to bear testimony to the efficient services

performed by the gunboats of the Upper Ohio squadron, under the command of

Lieutenant Commander Le Roy Fitch, in the pursuit of the rebels under John
H. Morgan. Too much praise cannot be awarded the naval department at this

place for the promptness and energy manifested in this movement. I would
also gladly bear testimony to the faultless and efficient services of Acting Mas-
ter A. H. Bowen, whose hearty and energetic co-operation in this pursuit,

and, in fact, every movement of his connected with the navy since I first

assumed command of this department, has been attended with most beneficial

results. The brilliant success which has attended the joint operations of the

army and navy in this movement, gives abundant evidence of the good feeling

between these two efficient arms of the service, and promises much for the

future success of all such operations.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. E. BURNSIDE, Major General.

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Fleet.

Cincinnati, Ohio, July 31, 1863.

Sir: I take pleasure in stating officially the high appreciation I have of the

services of the gunboats of the Upper Ohio squadron, commanded by Lieutenant

Le Roy Fitch, during the late operations against the force of the rebel General
Morgan. The activity and energy with which the squadron was used to pre-

vent the enemy recrossing the Ohio, and to assist in his capture, were worthy of

the highest praise. I also am glad to have the opportunity of acknowledging
the valuable services rendered by Acting Master A. H. Bowen, in charge of the

naval rendezvous here, whose zeal in every work which could make the navy
efficient in its co-operation with our troops, has been most beneficial to the

united services. The mutual good understanding thus shown promises much
for the success of all future joint operations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. D. COX, Brigadier General.

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Congratulatory letter to Lieutenant Commander Lie Roy Fitch.

Navy Department, July 27, 1863.

Sir : Since your attachment to the Mississippi squadron, it has been gratifying

to the department to observe the commendable zeal, as shown by reports to it,

displayed by you in the execution of the duties with which you were intrusted.

In affording convoy on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, in punishing and
dispersing the guerilla bands which infested the banks of those streams, and in your
timely and important assistance to the garrison at Fort Donelson, when attacked

on the 3d of February last, by the rebels under General Wheeler and others, you
have acted with promptness and reflected credit on the naval service.

Your recent pursuit of the flying guerilla Morgan—following him upwards of

five hundred miles, intercepting him and frustrating him in his attempt to recross

the Ohio, capturing his train, a portion of his guns, and routing his band, all of

which materially crippled his strength, and led to his final capture, gives addi-

tional evidence of your zeal and ability, and reflects additional credit on the

service and yourself.

The department takes pleasure in expressing its appreciation of your meritorious

services, and thanks you and those under your command for your many blows
to the rebellion and active measures for the perpetuation of the Union.

Very respectfully, &c,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Lieut. Com'dr Le Roy Fitch, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Moose, Mississippi Squadron.

EXPEDITION UP WHITE RIVER, UNDER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER G. M.

BACHE.
Mississippi Squadron,

Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Cairo, August 24, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a report of Lieutenant Bache in relation to

the White river expedition. The report is interesting, showing the condition of

affairs in that region of country, where the rebels must have been much surprised

to see our gunboats. Lieutenant Bache also sends notice that Lieutenant

Dunnington (captured in command ofArkansas Post) is fitting out, at Little Rock,
the Pontchartrain, the last ram the rebels have in these waters. I shall be glad

to see her this side of the shoals that have prevented us from reaching her

heretofore,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Hear-Admiral, Co?n'dg Mississ'qipi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Co?nmander G. M. Bache.

United States Steamer Lexington,
Clarendon, August 16, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this point yesterday, after an
entirely successful expedition of three days with this boat, the Cricket, and
Marmora.
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At Des Arc, our first stopping place, we burnt a large warehouse filled with
confederate corn, meal, &c, destroyed the telegraph for nearly half a mile, and
obtained some information that we wanted from the citizens, three of whom I

seized and brought down to General Davidson.

The second morning, having arrived off the mouth of Little Red river, a
narrow and tortuous tributary of the White, I sent the Cricket up after the

steamers Tom Gregg [suggs] and Kaskaskia, (which I had reason to believe

were hid up there,) while with the Marmora and this vessel proceeded on to

Augusta, thirty miles further, and seventy-five miles from Jacksonport.

Here my information as to the rebel army was confirmed, and one object of

the expedition accomplished. The grand southern army was concentrating at

Brownsville, intending to make their line of defence on Bayou mountains.

Price was there, and Kirby Smith in Little Rock ; Marmaduke had recrossed

the White some days before, and was then crossing Little Red. Having
received this information, I pushed down stream again, and, leaving the

Marmora off the mouth, went up the Little Red with the Lexington. When
about twenty-five miles up, and nearly as high as we could go, we met the

Cricket with her two prizes, which she had captured at Scurcy, fifteen miles

further on. She also destroyed there Marmaduke's pontoon bridge, leaving a
portion of his brigade on the other side of the stream. When a few miles

above us the Cricket had been fired into by a portion of Marmadnke's men,
when several soldiers (of whom we carried up about one' hundred and fifty) and
Mr. Morehead, of the Cricket, were wounded. After meeting her, about dusk,

we were all again attacked by sharpshooters, without any damage, however.
Captain Langthorne I cannot thank too much for his zeal, efficiency, and judg-

ment, not only on this occasion, but ever since under my command.
With the prizes were captured the enclosed list of prisoners, fourteen bales

of cotton, three horses, and a few arms.

The Tom Gregg is a fine little side-wheel boat, and I think would make an
excellent light-draught gunboat for these rivers.

The Kaskaskia, also a side-wheel, though a somewhat older boat, has still a

good hull. For the present, having officered and manned them, and put a howit-

zer on each, I shall retain them to co-operate with the army, who are much in

need of transports all along the banks of the rivers White and Little Red,
as far as we went. Two hundred and fifty miles on the one, and forty on the

other, we found the isolated farmers glad to see us, and many Union demon-
strations were made. I am satisfied the people here would be glad to see us in

possession.

The capture of the two boats, the only means of transportation the rebels

had on this river, is a severe blow to them; and, at this time, the boats can be
made of great service to us.

Going up the river we were not at all molested; but coming down were fired

on with small arms from almost every available spot, though by no very large

number of men.
The river is still high, though falling at the rate of twenty-four inches in

forty-eight hours.

I shall send the Lexington down to-morrow. The Marmora, Cricket, and
Romeo are all leaking severely, and otherwise out of repair.

The advance division of General Steele's command arrived yesterday. I have

no doubt our army will be able to drive the enemy from their line of defence on
Bayou mountains into Texas.

Enclosed I hand the report of Captain Langthorne, of the Cricket.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE M. BACHE,
Lieutenant, Com'dg White Rive?- Expedition.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne.

United States Steamer Cricket,
August 15, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order, I proceeded up Little Red river at 9 o'clock

a. m. About ten miles up I hailed some men on the bank, inquiring of them if

the steamers Suggs and Kaskaskia were up the river. They said one of them

had passed a short time before. I continued on up, saw some rebel pickets at

West Point, and made further inquiries about the steamboats, which satisfied

me they were up the river. We arrived at Scurcy's landing at 2 o'clock p. m.,

and the two steamers, the Thomas Suggs and Kaskaskia. I landed the infantry,

and put officers on board the steamers ; had them fired up ready to start. The
rebels had a fine pontoon bridge built across the river, which I effectually

destroyed. We then left for down river At 3 o'clock took on fourteen bales

of cotton on our way. As we arrived near West Point we were fired upon by
the rebel sharpshooters ; the engagement lasted about an hour, wounding nine

of our men, one mortally, (since died.) Mr. Morehead was piloting the Kas-

kaskia; he stood at the wheel nobly until disabled; he received two shots, and

fell. Mr. Lightner was pilot of the Suggs. During the engagement he stood

at his post without flinching. Mr. Olaycomb, pilot of the Cricket, also showed
great bravery and coolness. Surgeon Bodman, although sick, attended to the

wounded with much credit. Every officer and man deserves great praise for

the manner in which they discharged their duties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. R. LANGTHORNE,
Acting Vol Lieut. U. S. Navy, Com'dg U. S. S. Cricket.

George W. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding TVhite River Squadron.

AFFAIRS ON RED RIVER.—CAPTURE OF REBEL PAYMASTERS AND CURRENCY-

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship General Lyon, off Cairo, September 15, 1863.

Sir: I have just returned from the mouth of Red river, where I went to see

what could be done to co-operate with General Banks. As I knew beforehand,

the river was quite dry in places, and a dry bar formed across the head of Old
river. All I could do was to plant three guns on scows—a 100- pounder rifle,

a X-inch, and a IX-inch—close to the baL" to command the entrance to the

Atchafalaya. This will prevent steamers passing to and fro. If the military

officers would confer with me a little more freely, I could give them hydro-

graphic information which they cannot get elsewhere, and enable them to time

their expeditions so that they may have naval co-operation.

The vessels at the mouth of Red river were unable to enter and co-operate

with the army at the attack on Harrisonburg. The rebels blew up the works
as our troops advanced, and set fire to the casemates; they also destroyed all

their ammunition, which ends the stronghold on the Washita. I am sorry to

say that the guns were not brought away, except two field-pieces, or destroyed.

The river below seems quiet. There has been but one attempt made to

obstruct commerce or transportation. A body of guerillas, five hundred strong,

on the 30th August, attacked the gunboat Champion from behind the levee,

while she was convoying a body of troops below. The troops passed on safely,
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and the Champion stopped and fought the rebels until she made them retire,

losing some of their men, report says fifty-seven. They have not been heard
of since, excepting that they were falling back on Alexandria, General Herron
having given chase to them with his division. The only way to keep gue-

rillas down is to chase them up with troops. Gunboats can only drive them
away temporarily.

As I came up I overtook a part of the marine brigade, under Colonel Curry.

He reported to me that he had just captured at Bolivar three rebel paymasters

with two millions two hundred thousand dollars in confederate money to pay
off the soldiers at Little Rock. He also captured the escort, consisting of thirty-

five men.
This will not improve the dissatisfaction now existing in Price's army ; and

the next news we hear will be that General Steele has possession of Little

Rock. The gunboats pick up deserters every day, who say that the rebels

don't intend to fight in Arkansas ; and that with proper steps Arkansas will be

in the Union again in forty days.

Lieutenant Bache captured a Colonel Matock, who was on a conscription

expedition, and it gave universal satisfaction to all the people.
qp qp y$ > ^f 3F 3f fF 3r

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

EXPEDITION TO RED RIVER.—DESTRUCTION OF REBEL STEAMERS.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag- Shi]? Black Hawk, Cairo, October 17, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 7th of October Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant James P. Couthouy, having received information that a rebel steamer

was tied up to the bank on Red river, fitted out an expedition under charge of

Acting Chief Engineer Thomas Doughty, with twenty men, and Mr. Hobbs, who
crossed over from the Mississippi to Red river, and after great labor in getting

through the entanglements of the bushes and other undergrowth, Mr. Doughty's

party got a sight of the steamer lying at the bank.

He managed to get up to her and capture her. A few moments afterwards

he was enabled to capture another one, and found himself in possession of two

steamers and nine prisoners, one of the prisoners an aid to the rebel General

Taylor. The rebel officer had been sent up expressly for the last steamer, the

Fulton, (a very fine boat,) to ferry some troops across the Atchafalaya, and the

other was one of the few boats the rebels could get provisions by from the

seaboard.

Mr. Doughty finding he could not get the steamers over the bar and out of

Red river, set fire to them, and burnt them up.

This is a great loss to the rebels at this moment, as it cuts off their means of

operating across that part of Atchafalaya where they lately came over to attack

Morganzia. This capture will deter others from coming down Red river. The
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affair was well managed, and the officers and men composing the expedition

deserve great credit for the share they took in it.

I enclose Acting Chief Engineer Doughty's report.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER, Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Chief Engineer Thomas Tioughty.

United States Steamer Osage,

Off Mrs. Jontees, October 7, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your order, I, with a party of twenty men, with the

assistance of Mr. Hobbs, started for Red river this morning. Arriving at Red
river, I could see no signs of a steamboat. I divided the party, sending eight

men down the river to look into the bend below, and with twelve started up the

river. When we had travelled about half a mile I saw the chimneys of a

steamer. The woods were found so dense that we could not penetrate them,

and the only alternative was to advance in sight. The steamer was on the

opposite side of the river, and I feared those on board might see us in time to

escape before we were near enough to use our rifles. No one saw us, and we
chose a spit opposite her, where we could see any one who attempted to escape.

I hailed her ; two men were seen to run forward and disappear. I directed

three files on the right to fire. The fire brought the men out, and at my com-
mand they brought to my side of the river two skiffs which belonged to the

boat. I was about to embark a party to burn her, when I heard a steamboat

descending the river. I ordered the men out of sight, behind a large log and
some bushes, and in two minutes I saw a steamer round the point above. I

waited until she was within 400 yards, and showed myself, and ordered her to

stop. She did so, and I found myself in possession of nine prisoners and two
steamboats. I knew I could not get them out of the river, and I ordered the

destruction of the first one captured, named the Argus, and embarked on board
the second, the Robert Fulton, and steamed down to the landing where I first

struck the river, where I ordered her to be set on fire, and in a few minutes she
was one mass of flame. She was the better vessel of the two, and was valued

by her owner at $75,000. Neither of them had any cargo on board. I captured
all the officers of the boats, and one first lieutenant in the confederate army, and
three negroes.

Names of officers ofthe Argus.—Captain George Fraser, Chief Engineer James
Goodwin.
Names of the officers of the Robert Fulton.—Captain J. F. Saunders, Chief

Engineer A. S. Auld, Mate William Kelly, Pilot William C. Smith, First As-
sistant Engineer G. W. Chapman, Carpenter J. Chataigner.

Name of army officer.—First Lieutenant J. M. Avery.
Arms taken.— 1 Enfield rifle, 2 double-barrel shot guns, 2 revolvers.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

THOMAS DOUGHTY,
Acting Chief Engineer.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy, U. S. N.,

Commanding United States Steamer Osage.

Jontees, or Gentrys, is about three miles below Union Point.

J. P. COUTHOUY, Commanding.
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ATTACK UPON GENERAL DANA AT MORGANZIA.—CO-OPERATION OF THE
NAVY,

Mississippi Squadron,
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 18, 1863.

Sir : 1 have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report from Lieutenant

Commander James P. Foster, commanding second district of this squadron, in

relation to operations in his district.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Commander Jame-i P. Foster.

United States Steamer Lafayette,
Morganzia, September 30, 1863.

Sir : Yesterday the advanced guard of General Dana was attacked by General

Green some five or six miles from Morganzia, and we lost about four hundred
and fifty (450) men in prisoners, killed, and wounded.

I immediately went up to Morganzia with the Kenwood to co-operate with

General Dana, and the arrival of the gunboats was hailed by their forces with

perfect delight.

On the following day I moved up the Lafayette, and have no doubt by this

means the enemy were deterred from attacking General Dana in his position at

Morganzia, as they had about four brigades to do it with, while our forces did

not amount to more than fifteen hundred. I shall return to-morrow with the

Lafayette to Bayou Sara, leaving the Signal and Neosha at Morganzia.

We have captured here and in Morganzia about eight or ten prisoners, one

major, one captain, and one lieutenant, which I have turned over to the general

commanding at Morganzia. Everything below Bayou Sara is quiet. Scott, the

guerilla, is still outside of Bayou Sara doing pretty much as he pleases, but

gives the Lafayette a wide berth. It is his men that I have been capturing.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES P. FOSTER,
Lieutenant Commander, Com'dg Second District.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

REPORT OF COMMODORE HARWOOD OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FLOTILLA

ON THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

Potomac Flotilla,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. C, December 15, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave briefly to report the proceedings of that part of the flotilla

now serving in the Rappahannock.
On the 4th instant the Currituck, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, and Coeur de Lion

were attacked at anchor by a battery at Pratt's landing. The gunboats present

got under way by order of the senior officer present, Acting Master Shanks,

and engaged the batteries and silenced them. The Jacob Bell only was struck.

No one was hurt in any of the vessels.

To avoid a useless expenditure of ammunition and exposure to the riflemen,

who still continued their fire, the vessels were dropped down to an anchorage

three miles further down the river. In passing a place called Pratt's House
they exchanged shots with the enemy again, but as it was dark the effect could

not be ascertained.

On the 10th instant the Currituck, on her return from the mouth of the

Rappahannock, was opened on from Brandywine Hill, and about thirty shots

fired at her without effect. She returned the fire, and proceeded to the anchor-

age of the Flotilla, three miles below Port Conway. Here the rebels opened
fire on the gunboats from a battery about a mile north of the first. The Cur-
rituck in this second engagement was struck twice ; the last time by a Parrott

shell, which passed through her side and exploded in her fire-room, wounding
three men: Henry Smith, fireman, mortally, (since dead;) Jeremiah Daley,
coalheaver, severely; John McCluskey, captain of forecastle, slightly. This
shot broke blower, blower-engine and steam-gauge pipe. The vessel is now at

the yard for repair.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.—Mr. S. A. Simmons, master of the coal schooner Cadosh, was mortally
wounded on the 10th, and died on the 11th.

REPORT OF COMMODORE HARWOOD OF A RECONNOISSANCE OF THE RAPPA-
HANNOCK BY LIEUTENANT COMMANDER MAGAW.

Navy Yard, Washington,
February 27, 1863.

Sir: Lieutenant Commander Magaw reports to me on the 24th instant that
he had returned from a reconnofesance of the Rappahannock, made at the
request of Major General Hooker, for the purpose of bringing away or destroy-
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ing certain vessels supposed to be used by the rebels for tlie purpose of carry-

ing men or supplies across the river.

Lieutenant Commander Magaw, with the Freeborn and Dragon, went about
six miles above Tappahannock, but did not find the vessels, the reports con-

cerning which are thought to be ill founded.

In coming down the river the vessels engaged a battery just below the old

Fort Lowry, about eight miles below Tappahannock, for about an hour. One
of the enemy's guns ceased firing after the tenth shot. The Freeborn was
struck twice, but none of the crew of either vessel hurt.

The enemy was in considerable force at Urbana. General Lee was at Occu-
pacia when the expedition reached Tappahannock.
Lieutenant Commander Magaw speaks favorably of the good behavior, under a

sharp fire, of Acting Master's Mate W. H. Crandall.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

REPORT OF COMMODORE HARWOOD OF A SKIRMISH AT TAPPAHANNOCK, &c.

Navy Yard, Washington,
June 14, 1863.

Sir : The following are the recent operations of the Potomac flotilla.

On the 30th ultimo the steamers Currituck, Primrose, and Satellite proceeded

to the town of Tappahannock, Virginia; had a shirmish with the enemy's cav-

alry, (in which the latter retreated, and no one was hurt,) and destroyed a

quantity of rebel stores, consisting of bacon and wheat, supposed to amount to

about twenty thousand bushels.

The Ella returned yesterday, with Lieutenant Commander Samuel Magaw
and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. Poynton Ives, from the Rappahannock
river. Lieutenant Commander Magaw reports that in accordance with the

request of General Hooker, communicated to me on Friday last, the Freeborn,

Yankee, Currituck, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, Primrose, and Satellite, all pro-

ceeded to Urbana, on the Rappahannock, in order to cover the crossing of

Colonel Kilpatrick's cavalry, which were on their way from Gloucester.

Soon after Lieutenant Commander Magaw's arrival, the transportation for the

cavalry came, and they were embarked and safely landed at Carter's wharf, on

the east side of the Rappahannock, the last of them at 9 a. m. on the 2d
instant.

The raid so well planned appears to have been a perfect success; the cavalry

brought away with them a large number of horses.

That there was no attack upon Colonel Kilpatrick's party by the enemy
during the embarcation and crossing I think may be fairly attributed to the

presence of the gunboats, which covered the party.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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CAPTURE OF THE SATELLITE AND RELIANCE.

Office United States Military Telegraph,
Navy Yard, Washington, August 28, 1863.

Sir: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ives has just arrived, and reports as fol-

lows:

That he learns from Mr. Edward, of Cockle creek, Virginia, that the steamers

Satellite and Reliance were captured on Saturday night near the mouth of the

Rappahannock river. That Acting Master Robinson was mortally wounded

;

died the next day. That a naval officer in the neighborhood of Cockle creek,

at home on a furlough, states that when he left Richmond he heard of this

expedition being ready to attack the boats on the Rappahannock. From the

same source, the steamers are said to be staying in the mouth of the river,

awaiting to surprise other vessels of the flotilla. Lieutenant Commander
Magaw has gone with a sufficient force—five vessels—to recapture the vessels

if they are there and the story is true. He will send his fastest boat, and
that as soon as anything definite is known. Special orders have been given to

prepare for surprise, and to clear out, if considerable force should appear, and
fight under way. I think, therefore, the story is false.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD, Commodore.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Office United States Military Telegraph, War Department.]

Washington Navy Yard,
August 29, (received 10 a. m., August 29.)

I regret to inform the department that the news of the capture of the Satellite

and Reliance is confirmed.

I attribute it, from what I hear, to disobedience and neglect.

A. A. HARWOOD, Co7nmodore Commanding.

Hon. Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commodore A. A. Harwood.

Navy Yard, Washington, August 29, 1863.

Sir : I enclose herewith (No. 1) the copy of the report of Lieutenant Com-
mander Samuel Magaw, confirming the rumor (sent by telegram to the depart-

ment on the 27th instant) that the Satellite and Reliance had been taken by
surprise by the enemy's boats.

The statement of Mr. Spillman referred to in the letter was left by me in the
hands of Mr. Eox this morning.

I enclose also (No. 2) an unofficial note of Lieutenant Commander Magaw on
the same subject, and (No. 3) a copy of the report of Acting Master Linnekin
to Lieutenant Commander Magaw, which will prove to the department that in

addition to the instructions printed for the guidance of the officers of the flotilla,

and the repeated cautions to be on the alert, there were special directions given
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o the commanders of the Satellite and Reliance in view of the contingency

which took place.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Reports of Lieutenant Commander Samuel Magaw.

[Unofficial.]

United States Steamer Dragon,
Friday evening, August 26, 1863.

My Dear Sir : I send this vessel up with the news of the capture of the

Satellite and Reliance, and enclose for your satisfaction my orders to the

vessels at the mouths of the Piankatank and Rappahannock to guard against

surprise. There is some mystery attached to the capture of these vessels,

or the most disgraceful neglect of duty I have ever heard of. Anything
more I hear of the affair I will let you know. Please give me permission to go
up the Rappahannock and make an examination as far as Port Tobacco. The
Jacob Bell broke down last night, or I should have been tempted to have gone
up the river to-day.

Yours, very respectfully,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant Commander.

Commodore A. A. Harwood, &c, &c, &c.

United States Steamer Dragon,
Chesapeake Bay, August 28, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to report, that upon entering the Rappahannock this

morning neither the Satellite nor Reliance were at their station. Report says they

have been captured, by boarding by the enemy, and carried up the river.

I enclose a statement of a Mr. Spillman. The Freeborn, Jacob Bell, Curri-

tuck, and Tulip, remain at the mouth of the Rappahannock until further orders.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant Commander.

Commodore A. A. Harwood,
Co?nmanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master T. J. Linnekin.

United States Steamer Currituck,
Station H, Rappahannock River, August 28, 1863.

Sir : I beg leave to make the following statement in regard to precautionary

measures ordered to prevent surprise on this station, viz

:

First. That the boats should anchor at the mouth of the river, near the

middle, in supporting distance of each other.
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Second. That the chain should be unshackled at fifteen fathoms, with a tail

rope and buoy attached to the chain, in order to slip cable at any moment.
Third. That the officer of the deck on the appearance of any boat should

ring the bell to go ahead; at the same time call all hands until the character of

the boat may be ascertained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. J. LINNEKIN,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieut. Commander Samuel Magaw, fyc, fyc,

Fotomac Flotilla.

Report of Comniodore Harwood.

Navy Yard, Washington, September 5, 1863.

Sir: In the capture of the Satellite, which was so discreditable to the service,

Jack Tye, boatswain's mate, was wounded at his post in the attempt to ring the

bell, (the signal to go ahead,) and has since died of his wounds. He was bui'ied

at Point Lookout with the respect due to his long and faithful services, and to

his reputation as a true seaman. Though beyond the reach of either censure or

praise, I have thought it right to do justice to his memory, and to express my
belief that if there had been a few more of his tried worth on board the Satellite,

she would not have been taken. He was considered the best petty officer in

the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. Gus. V, Fox,
Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Statement of Acting Ensign Rudolph Sommers.

United States Navy Yard,
Washington, September 8, 1863.

gIR.# * * ###*#
Between 1 2 and 1 o'clock, a. m., on the 23d of August last, while lying near

the mouth of the Rappahannock river, our vessel (the Satellite) was boarded by
two armed boats numbering 35 men. Before reaching the vessel they were
hailed by the officer of the deck, (Acting Master's Mate Foulk,) when he
received answer, "Commodore Morris." Mr. Foulk came forward, calling me;
he said we were being boarded. I directed him to call all hands to repel

boarders, which he did. Immediately I seized my cutlass and pistols; I stepped
on deck: my attention was attracted to the noise aft, Still thinking the noise

was made by our own men, before I could reach the quarter-deck (in which
direction I was going) I received a shot in my neck. The boarders observing
that I was armed, attacked me with their cutlasses, and being closely pressed I
freely used my pistol as a slung-shot, during which time I received three cuts

on my arm, when, being overpowered, I was placed in my room with a sentry
over me.

Just previous to being conducted forward I heard the captain surrender the
vessel. We were then taken up the river, all under guard, arriving at Urbanna
about 7 o'clock the same morning. Remaining in Urbanna three days, I was
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then paroled, and took passage on the United States steamer Currituck. My
wounds and the weakness of my condition has prevented me from making an
earlier report in writing or person.

Hoping the above statement may meet all requirements and give satisfaction,

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

RUDOLPH SOMMERS,
Acting Ensign, United States Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

EXPEDITION TO RECAPTURE OR DESTROY THE SATELLITE AND RELIANCE.

Sangamon, August 31, off Ta^jahannock.

My Dear Sir : We are abreast of the town, 3.55 p. m., and draw too much
water to go any higher with this vessel. 1 have sounded ahead; nearly full tide,

with an easterly wind. We have an experienced pilot, who is of opinion that

we cannot go further up than a quarter of a mile, and as the bottom in some
places is hard, I deem it imprudent to proceed further.

We have not seen any vessels, so far, of any kind, and only a few horsemen.

I shall await your further instructions, and can only say I am much disappointde

in not being able to reach Port Royal, but as the tides are as full as I can

expect them to be, there is small hope of that.

I thought you ought to know this at once, that you might make the army
people aware of the state of things.

Yours truly,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard,
Washington, D. C, September 3, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following memoranda of my recent trip

to the Rappahannock for the purpose of co-operating with the land forces in the

destruction of the gunboats Satellite and Reliance, recently captured and taken

up that river by the rebels.

On Sunday, the 30th ultimo, left the yard in the Ella at 3.15 p. m,, and
arrived at Windmill Point, at the mouth of the Rappahannock, at 5.30 a. m.
on Monday, the 31st ultimo. There I found the Sangamon, (iron-clad,) the

Commodore Jones, and Commodore Morris, of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee's

squadron, and the Currituck, J. Bell, Dragon, and Tulip, of the Potomac flo-

tilla. At 6.15 got under way in the Sangamon and steamed up the river, with

th.3 following vessels in company: Dragon, (alongside,) the Commodore Morris,

and Jacob Bell. At 1.30 passed Fort Lowry, found the battery deserted, and
neither enemy nor guns in sight. At 2.15 anchored a short distance above the

wharf at Tappahannock, the pilot being of the opinion that we could not go
higher. Sent the Dragon up to sound. The report being unfavorable to further

progress, waited until high water, and sent Lieutenant Commander Magaw in the

Dragon to sound again. The report was that there was 11 J feet water.
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Lightened ship by putting on board the two ferry-boats nearly all the 11 and
15-inch shot.

Tuesday, September 1, under way at 5.30 a. m., and after proceeding about

500 yards above our anchorage, got aground. Being unable to get the vessel

off before the tide had fallen, brought the Commodore Morris and Jones along-

side, and took out all the coal—about fifty tons. At 11.15 the Jacob Bell arrived

from below, bringing the telegram of the department of the 30th ultimo. At
11.45 despatched her to Point Lookout with orders to the Anacostia to go

to Piney Point, and for herself to remain at Point Lookout and protect the

vessels and depot for prisoners, the Yankee being broken down. At meridian

the Freeborn arrived, having a coal schooner in tow with about 100 tons of

coal. 1.40 p. m., by aid of the Dragon, Commodore Morris, and Jones, got the

Sangamon off. At 3 p. m. steamed down the river and anchored at 7 p. m. at

Bowler's Rocks. Commodore Jones and Morris were brought alongside, and
the shot which had been taken out returned to the Sangamon.
Wednesday, September 2, under way at 5 a. m. At 6 a. m. the Ella met us

at Carter's wharf with despatches. (Letter of department of the 1st instant,

and copy of General Meade's despatches to General Halleck of the 31st ultimo.)

At 8.15 sent the Commodore Jones to Yorktown, left the Sangamon off Mus-
quito Point, and sent her to Newport News in tow of the Commodore Morris.

At 10 a. m. went on board of the Currituck and gave instructions to Lieutenant

Commander Magaw in reference to the blockade of the river, and also to look

out, in case our cavalry should come down the Peninsula, to afford them assist-

ance. At 11.30 returned to the Ella. At 2.30 arrived at Point Lookout and
had a conference with Brigadier General Marston in relation to the prisoners of

war confined at the Point. Thursday, 3d of September, arrived at the navy
yard.

I enclose herewith the soundings we took in the neighborhood of Tappahan-
nock, those on the-chart not giving, of course, the soundings at full tide. I ought
here to observe that the first pilot I consulted told me he thought we could get

to Port Royal in a vessel drawing 12 feet, but referred me to Mr. Price as the

best pilot attached to the flotilla. On my way down I took Mr. Price on
board, who was not sanguine, but willing to try. The result is known; but it

should be observed that the Sangamon was full of stores and ammunition, and
the tides low, as they usually are at this season.

All the vessels of the flotilla received an additional warning to be on the
alert. *

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary of the Navy.
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MISCELLANEOUS-

LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES SHIP SHEPHERD KNAPP.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes.

Flag-Steamer Vanderbilt,
St. Thomas, June 10, 1863.

Sir : I herewith enclose a commnication fron Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Commanding H. S. Eytinge, relative to the loss of the ship Shepherd Knapp,
near Cape Haytien. 1 also enclose a copy of an order from Commander S. D.
Trenchard, senior officer present, directing an examination into the condition of

the Shepherd Knapp ; also a copy of the report of the officers who made the
examination.

The department has been apprized of the above through Commander Trench-
ard. Further particulars will be forwarded as soon as I am able to obtain

them.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES WILKES,
Rear-Admiral, Com'dg West Indies Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. S. Eytinge.

United States Steamer Shepherd Knapp,
Cape Haytien, West Indies, May 23, 1S63.

Sir : I have to report the grounding or this ship upon the shoal in entering

this harbor, under the following circumstances : At 3.10 p. m. set a jack for-

ward for a pilot. At 4 p. m. made signal number to the men-of-war in the har-

bor. At 6 p. m. fired signal gun for pilot ; no pilot coming, and the wind being

very light and directly in the harbor, not being able to haul off, I determined

to anchor and wait for daylight. I reduced sails to topsails, and the leadsmen
gave soundings ten fathoms, when the next heave gave three. I ordered the

helm put hard aport, and as the ship turned off the reef her aft keel took the

reef, and the force of the current swung her on the wrong way, so she now
headed to southeast on the coral reef. I got out anchors immediately to wind-

ward, and furling sails at once, attempted to heave her off. Failing in this, 1 pro-

ceeded to the United States steamer Rhode Island, Commander Trenchard, the

senior officer here, to whom I reported, and who immediately rendered me every

assistance, sending down the Chippewa to tow us off. Every effort to get the

ship off by lightening, removing battery, stores, ordnance, ammunition, starting

water, sending down spars, &c, has proved futile, though the two powerful

steamers Santiago de Cuba and Rhode Island put out their full force, assisted

by our anchors, to get the ship off, but everything of value has been saved.

Her battery (eleven guns) and appointments, ordnance, yeoman's and mas-

ter's stores, instruments and charts, provisions and clothing, spars, sails, run-
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iiing and standing rigging, anchors and chains, everything portable and of value

to the government has been saved. The only loss is the hull and use of the ship,

which has been surveyed by the commanders, Trenchard, Wyman, and Bryson,

and recommended to be sold for the benefit of the government.

The loss of this fine ship, at this peculiar moment, after having commanded
her nearly two years with marked success, fills me with much grief, and espe-

cially as every care has always been taken by me to avoid accident or loss. It

seems to me to be a premonition of Providence for the extraordinary pride I

always took in the command of this vessel, and the sense of security I felt in

my own abilities. I bow submissively to the blow ; and in thanking the com-
manders present for their kind offices, I beg to refer to them for a record of my
conduct under the painful circumstances by which T have been surrounded.

I cannot close without bearing testimony to the total abnegation of self on

the part of the officers, and the industrial application of the men to sustain my
efforts to save the property of the government.

I am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant,

HENRY S. EYTINGE, U.-S. N.,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Admiral Charles Wilkes, Esq.,

Commanding West Indies Squadron.

Order for examination of the Shepherd Knapp.

United States Steamer Rhode Island,
Cape Hayhen, May 21, 18G3.

Gentlemen : You. will be pleased to examine into the condition of the ship

Shepherd Knapp and report to me what further efforts may, in your opinion, be
made to save the vessel, which went ashore on the reef off this harbor on Mon-
day night, May 18 ; and should it not be possible to get her off, what disposi-

tion best calculated to promote the interest of the government had better be
made of the hull of the vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD,
Com'dr and Senior Officer prese?it.

Com'dr Robert H. Wyman, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Santiago De Cuba.
Com'dr Andrew Bryson, U. S. N„

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Chippewa.
Lieutenant Norman H .Farquhar,

Executive Officer U. S. Steamer Rhode Island.

Report of Commander Wyman and, others on the condition of the Shepherd
Knapp.

Cape Haytien, May 21, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with your order of this date, we have examined into the
condition of the United States ship Shepherd Knapp, and report that, in our
opinion, every effort has been made to save that vessel, and that any further
efforts would not only prove useless and without effect, but would detain vessels
here whose services are urgently required elsewhere. We consider it impossi-
ble to get her off the reef with any force at command, and do recommend that
everything be removed from her to her lower masts, and that the hull of the vessel

37 N
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be turned over to the United States consul to be sold for the benefit of the gov-
ernment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Commander U. H. WYMAN, U. S. N.
Commander A. BRYSON, U. S. N.
Lieutenant N. II. FARQUHAR, U. S. N.

Com'dr S. D. Trenchard, U. S. N.,

Com'dg U. S. Steamer Rhode Island and Senior Officer present.

ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES STEAMSHIP WYOMING
AND BATTERIES AND ARMED VESSELS AT SIMONOSAKI, JAPAN.

United States Steamship Wyoming,
Yokohama, July 23, 1863.

gIR.########
On the evening of the 10th news was received through Japanese sources

that an American steamer had been fired on by a bark and brig-of-war belong-
ing to the Prince of Nagato at the western outlet of the inland sea, and that

she disappeared, and perhaps sunk. A mail from Shanghai, the same evening,

brought authentic information that the American steamer Pembroke, on her pas-

sage from this place to Shanghai through the inland sea, had been fired on by
the above vessels, and had made her escape through the Bungo passage. En-
closed is a copy of the statement of the affair by the captain of the Pembroke.
On the 13th we left this place for the scene of the outrage, and arrived off the

inner entrance of the western outlet of the inland sea on the morning of the 16th.

On the tide proving favorable we proceeded in the straits, and on opening the
town of Simonosaki discovered a steamer, brig, and bark-of-war at anchor off the

town with Japanese colors at the peak, and the flag of the prince at the fore.

We stood for the vessel, and on approaching were fired on as we got in range
by six batteries, in different positions, mounting from two to four guns each.

Passing between the brig and bark on the starboard hand and the steamer on
the port, we received and returned their fire at pistol-shot; rounding the bow of
the steamer and getting in position, maintained the action for about one hour.

During the affair the steamer got under way, but two well-directed shells ex-

ploded her boilers. The brig appeared to be settling by the stern, and, no doubt,

sunk. The amount of damage done the bark must have been serious, as well

as great destruction on shore.

The straits opposite the city are about three-fourths of a mile wide, with strong

currents, which made it very difficult to manoeuvre the ship properly, as I had
no charts, and my pilots completely paralyzed and apprehensive of getting on
shore, (in fact did touch once,) I was induced to withdraw out of action.

The fire from the shore battery was extremely brisk, and continued so as

long as we were in range. We were hulled eleven times, with considerable

damage to the smoke-stack and rigging aloft, which was attributed to our pass-

ing within the range they were prepared for. I regret to state the loss of four

killed and seven wounded—one of whom since dead. Enclosed is the surgeon's

aeport. It affords me much pleasure to state that the conduct of the officers and
crew was all I could desire.

Lieutenant Barton, in charge of the 1st division, makes honorable mention of

the conduct of Acting Master's Mate J. E. Sweeny, Peter King, seaman, cap-

tain of forward pivot gun, Thomas Saddler, captain of the top, and Charles J.

Murphy, seaman. I would also mention the cool conduct of Frank Wyatt,

boatswain's mate, captain of the after pivot gun, and Edward Penney, captain

of the top, and second captain of after gun.
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The prince at Nagato, it appears, has commenced this war on his own account,

as he is one of the most powerful and influential princes of the empire, and bit-

terly opposed to foreigners; but the punishment inflicted and in store for him
will, I trust, teach him a lesson that will not be soon forgotten.

On the 7th instant the French despatch steamer Kien-Ohang, passing through

on her way to Shanghai, was fired on and considerably injured, and on the 11th

H. N. M. ship Medusa was also fired on, and sustained some damage and a loss

of four men and seven wounded.
As soon as the outrage on the French steamer was known here the French

admiral, Jaurez, left with his flag-ship and a gunboat for Simonosaki, and, no
doubt, will complete the punishment due for the wanton violation of existing

treaties.

The Jamestown was at Woosung on the 16th, to sail immediately for this

port via Nagasaki. I shall await her arrival. I enclose a proximate plan of

the straits, the position of the vessels, shore batteries and course, &c. All of

which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

D. McDOUGAL, Commander.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, TV ashington, D. C.

Report of casualties on the Wyoming.

United States Steamship Wyoming,
Inland sea of Japan, July 17, 1863.

Sir : In consequence of the engagement with the Japanese at Simonosaki

yesterday, I have to report the following casualties:

Killed.—Alexander Furlong, marine; William Clark, seaman; George Wat-
son, landsman; Michael Lynch, coalheaver. Total, 4.

Wounded.—James Oarswell, landsman, very severely, (and since dead); An-
drew Wallace, captain after guard, very severely ; William Thompson, seaman,

very severely; Thomas Stewart, landsman ; Michael Doyle, marine ; Wilson P.

Snyder, landsman, slightly; Charles J. Murphy, seaman, slightly. Total, 7.

I am, very respectfully, &c,
E. E. DENBY,

Surgeon U. S. N.

Statement of officers of American steamer Pembroke.

Consulate of the United States,
Shanghai, July 3, 1863.

Before me, George F. Seward, consul of the United States for Shanghai,

China, personally appeared Captain Simon W. Cooper, Samuel W. Leavitt, en-

gineer, J. L. Folsom, first assistant engineer, and William Jones, second officer,

all of whom are attached to the American steamer Pembroke in the several

capacities mentioned, who, being sworn, all depose

—

On the 25th ultimo, while we A^ere pursuing our voyage from Yokohama to

Shanghai; via the inland sea and Nangasaki, we then being near the western

entrance of the inland sea, were attacked by armed Japanese government ves-

sels under the following circumstances

:

We left Yokohama on Sunday, the 21st ultimo. We proceeded, as above, on
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the voyage to Shanghai. On the 25th ultimo, at 2 p. m. about, we passed a

Japanese European built bark ; the bark was well armed and full of men, but

with no ensign set. After we had anchored for the night, say at 4 p. m., the

bark came down with a fair wind and a Japanese flag flying; the flag was the

same as those used on all government war steamers—it is a square flag, a white

ground with a red ball in the centre. The bark passed our vessel and anchored

at the head of the entrance straits, about a quarter of a mile away.
As she approached us a gun was fired from a bluff about four miles off, and

the signal was repeated all along the coast.

During the evening she was worked around broadside to the wind and to our

vessel; at about 1 a. m. she commenced tiring at us. We could discern the

vessel plainly and the position by the lightning, although the night was very

dark.

After she had fired a dozen shots, -one of which cut away our topmast back-

stay and all passed close to us, a brig which we recognized as the former British

brig Lanrick suddenly appeared coming from windward ; she passed about forty

yards from us and dropped anchor close to the bark.

Both vessels then fired as rapidly as they could load and charge, but we had
got steam up and ran out of fire, escaping through the Bungo channel, a narrow
and unfrequented strait. We had to restrain the native pilot, who attempted to

escape. During the attack many lights were in motion on shore, and the noise

of many boats distinctly heard by us. When the Lanrick passed us a terrific

yell was raised from both vessels. If her guns had been discharged at that

moment we should have been destroyed. Our guns were lashed, and we fired

no return shots, all our efforts being directed to getting under way.
The inland sea is frequented by foreign vessels. We had no notice that we

should not make the voyage that way.
SIMON W. COOPER.
J. W. LEAVITT.
J. L. FOLSOM.
WILLIAM JONES.

Sworn and subscribed to before me the day of the year above mentioned.

GEORGE F. SEWARD,
United Stales Consul.

I, George S. Porter, deputy United States consul, do hereby certify that the

above is a, true and correct copy of the original deposition.

GEORGE S. PORTER,
Deputy United States Consul.

Additional report of Co?nmander McDougal.

United States Steamship Wyoming,
Yokohama, July 25, 1863.

Sir : Admiral Jaures arrived at this place yesterday morning, (24th,) having

visited the straits of Simonosaki.

One of his ships, the Tancred, was fired on by the shore batteries. He
landed a force and destroyed one of the principal batteries, burning a town and

destroying large quantities of ammunition.

They mention that they saw a topmast of a sunken ship.

As they did not approach nearer than two miles to where the vessels lay,

they could not have seen the damage done by this ship. The admiral mentioned

that he was informed that the steamer was on the shore on the outside of the
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straits and badly injured, but I am satisfied that she never moved from the po-

sition we left her in.

Through the Japanese reports were current and believed that when the boilers

exploded forty lives were lost on board of the steamer.

I enclose the copy of a despatch from General Pruyn which he had given

the French admiral for me. I would mention that it was my intention to have
returned with the admiral had I met him on his passage down.
The ministers of the different treaty powers are now in consultation as to

what future steps are to be taken in regard to existing affairs.

Enclosed is an extra of the operations of the French.

I hope the course I have pursued in vindicating the honor of the flag may
meet with your approval.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McDOUGAL,
Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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